
“Human Services and Society”.

In Section 1 of this course you will cover these topics:
Sociology: Perspective, Theory, And Method

Culture

Socialization: From Infancy To Old Age

Social Interaction In Everyday Life

Topic : Sociology: Perspective, Theory, And Method

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Define sociology and examine the components of the sociological perspecti5e

 Explain the importance of a global perspective for sociology.

 Discuss the importance of theory in sociology.

 Define concepts, variables, and measurement.

 Understand the basic logic of experimental research.

Definition/Overview:

Sociology: Sociology is the systematic study of human society. At the heart of the discipline

is a distinctive point of view called the sociological perspective, which involves a special

kind of vision:

 Seeing the general in the particular. The sociological perspective helps us to see general

social patterns in the behavior of particular individuals.

 Seeing the strange in the familiar. This perspective also encourages us to realize that society

guides our thoughts and deeds.

 Seeing personal choice in social context. Emile Durkheims research showed that the suicide

rate was strongly influenced by the extent to which people were socially integrated with

others.

 Seeing sociologically: marginality and crisis. The greater peoples social marginality, the

better able they are to use the sociological perspecti5e Just as social change encourages

sociological thinking, sociological thinking can bring about social change
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Key Points:

1. The Historical Evaluation of Sociological Perspective

Earlier attempts were humanistic; that is, they were not guided by the principles of scientific

methodology. Because they are predicated on relatively rigorous procedures for the gathering

and assessment of empirical information, the social sciences provide a more satisfactory way

to understand the causes of human behavior than do humanistic approaches, although the

value of insights obtained through nonscientific methods should never be underestimated.

Often such insights provide the starting point for scientific explorations. Sociology is only

one of a family of related social sciences. The following discussion examines the character of

these other disciplines and explores sociologys relationship with each of them.

Psychology shares with sociology (and cultural anthropology) a broadly-based interest in

understanding a wide variety of human behavior; the disciplines differ from each other in that

psychology is principally concerned with the behavior of individuals, while sociologists more

commonly study group behavior and the extent to which group membership (including

factors such as race, class, and gender) influences individual behavior. Psychology has both

academic and applied branches. Applied psychology is a therapeutic effort to help people

understand their own behavior and cope with their problems. Academic psychology is closer

to the mainstream of sociology, placing its central emphasis on understanding such

phenomena as learning, thinking, personality formation and functioning, intelligence,

memory, and motivation. Academic psychology grew out of biology and is still strongly

oriented toward experimental research. Some academic psychologists conduct research into

animal behavior and the physiology of the brain, which is sharply distinct from sociological

work; others concern themselves with very much the same sort of questions as those that

interest sociologists, although always with special emphasis on individual behavior. The two

fields meet in the subdiscipline of social psychology, which is commonly taught in both

psychology and sociology curricula and which focuses on how human personality and

behavior are influenced by an individuals social environment.

Anthropology, like psychology, has some concerns it shares with sociology but also studies

some very different subjects. The two main subfields are physical anthropology and cultural

anthropology, although some attention is also devoted to archeology and linguistics. Physical

anthropology uses natural science research methods to study such topics as the biological

evolution of the human race and the differences between the races. Cultural anthropology
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studies many of the same topics as does sociology, but there are two main differences

between the fields:

 Anthropology tends to study small, preliterate, traditional societies, whereas most

sociologists concentrate on modern industrial societies

 Anthropology generally studies cultures as a whole, while sociology commonly studies

smaller systems (for example, groups or institutions) within complex societies.

However, sociology and cultural anthropology are closer than the other social sciences.

Furthermore, as the traditional societies that anthropologists have historically preferred to

study have become increasingly scarce, more and more cultural anthropologists are studying

such aspects of contemporary society as street gangs, immigrant life, and ethnic subcultures,

which are indistinguishable from the subject matter usually studied by sociologists. Cultural

anthropologists and sociologists use similar research methods, although anthropologists are

more likely to develop elaborate descriptive ethnographies of the social scenes they observe

by means of extended periods of participant observation, whereas sociologists more

commonly collect narrower and more quantitative data using survey research methods.

Economics is a much more narrow and focused discipline than sociology, psychology, or

anthropology, concerning itself with the production, distribution, and consumption of goods

and services. Because economists restrict their attention to phenomena that can be precisely

measured, such as interest rates, taxes, economic production rates, and unemployment, they

have developed by far the most sophisticated statistical techniques for manipulating and

presenting data of any of the social sciences. On the other hand, this precision may limit the

ability of economists to deal effectively with the sorts of larger issues that many people find

most interesting and important. Sociologists who study economic behavior, in contrast to

economists, focus on the relationship between economics and other aspects of social

realityfor example, on the way in which value orientations (such as support for the

environmental movement) may affect consumption patterns, on the ways in which

corporations are organized and changed, or on how human beings experience the world of

work subjectively.

Political science, like economics, focuses on a relatively narrow segment of human social

behavior, in this case the issues of power and authority. Traditionally, political science

focused either on political philosophy or on relatively limited studies of the ways in which

governments and political parties are organized and function. More recently, under the
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influence of the developing field of political sociology, political scientists have been

increasingly interested in such topics as political socialization, the social forces influencing

voting behavior, the structure of institutional and noninstitutional power in local

communities, and the origin and development of movements of political protest, all of which

are shared concerns with sociologists working in this area The two disciplines use broadly

similar research methods, with political scientists having played an especially important role

in the development of opinion polling and related techniques of survey research.

Two additional disciplines deserve mention, though each is only marginally compatible with

the basic definition of a social science History straddles the line between the humanities and

the social sciences. Traditionally the field studied historical developments as unique events,

not as examples of general categories or patterns. More recently, however, many historians

have become more interested in the social forces that shape historical events and in

developing theories of broad patterns of sociohistorical change; they also have begun using

more quantitative and precise data To the extent that these trends continue, history is moving

in the direction of becoming a true social science

Social work is comparable to applied psychology in that its central purpose is not to

understand human behavior but rather to help people, groups, and communities cope more

effectively with their personal and social problems. Of course, it is essential to understand the

causes of these problems, and social workers rely heavily on sociological and psychological

research and theory, but the fundamental thrust of the field is different from that of sociology

and academic psychology because of its practical orientation.

2. The Importance of a Global Perspective

 Sociologists also strive to see issues in global perspective, defined as the study of the larger

world and our societys place in it.

 There are three different types of nations in the world

The worlds high-income countries are industrialized nations in which most people

have relatively high incomes.

The worlds middle-income countries have limited industrialization and moderate

personal income
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The worlds low-income countries have little industrialization and most people are

poor.

 Global thinking is an important component of the sociological perspective for four reasons:

Where we live makes a great difference in shaping our lives.

Societies the world over are increasingly interconnected, making traditional

distinctions between us and them less and less valid

Many human problems faced in the United States are far more serious elsewhere

Thinking globally is a good way to learn more about ourselves.

3. Applying the Sociological Perspective

 Applying the sociological perspective benefits us in many ways.

 Sociology and Personal Growth

Using sociology benefits us in four distinct ways:

The sociological perspective helps us assess the truth of common sense

The sociological perspective helps us assess both opportunities and constraints in

our lives.

Thesociological perspective empowers us to be active participants in society.

The sociological perspective helps us to live in a diverse world

 Careers: The Sociology Advantage

The application of sociology is evident in the role that sociology has had in

shaping public policy and law in many ways. A background in sociology is

also good preparation for the working world An increasing number of

sociologists work in all sorts of applied fields.
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4. The Origins of Sociology

The birth of sociology resulted from powerful and complex social forces.

 Social Change and Sociology

Three major social changes during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries are

important to the development of sociology:

the rise of industrial technology

the growth of cities

political change, including a rising concern with individual liberty and rights (eg.,

the French revolution)

 Science and Sociology

Auguste Comte believed that the major goal of sociology was to understand

society as it actually operates. Comte saw sociology as the product of a three-

stage historical development:

the theological stage, in which thought was guided by religion

the metaphysical stage, a transitional phase

the scientific stage

The scientific stage would be guided by positivism: a way of understanding based

on science

5. Sociological Theory

A theory is a statement of how and why specific facts are related. The goal of sociological

theory is to explain social behavior in the real world Theories are based on theoretical

approaches, or basic images of society that guides thinking and research. Sociologists ask two

basic questions: What issues should we study? and How should we connect the facts? There

are three major sociological approaches:
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The structural-functional approach is a framework for building theory that sees society as a

complex system whose parts work together to promote solidarity and stability. It asserts that

our lives are guided by social structures (relatively stable patterns of social behavior). Each

social structure has social functions, or consequences, for the operation of society as a whole

Key figures in the development of this approach include AugusteComte, Emile Durkheim,

Herbert Spencer, and Talcott Parsons. Robert Merton introduced three concepts related to

social function:

 manifest functions, or the recognized and intended consequences of any social pattern

 latent functions, or largely unrecognized and unintended consequences

 social dysfunctions, or undesirable consequences of a social pattern for the operation of

society

Critical Review: The influence of this approach has declined in recent decades. It focuses on

stability, ignoring inequalities of social class, race, and gender.

 The social-conflict approach is a framework for building theory that sees society as an arena

of inequality, generating conflict and change Most sociologists who favor this approach

attempt not only to understand society, but also to reduce social inequality. Karl Marx is

always associated with this approach.

 Feminism and the gender-conflict approach. One important type of conflict analysis is the

gender-conflict approach: a point of view that focuses on inequality and conflict between

men and women. The gender-conflict approach is closely linked to feminism, the advocacy of

social equality for women and men.

 The race-conflict approach. Another important type of social-conflict analysis is the race-

conflict approach, a point of view that focuses on inequality and conflict between people of

different racial and ethnic categories

Critical Review: The various social conflict approaches have developed rapidly in recent

years. They share several weaknesses:

 They ignore social unity based on mutual interdependence and shared values.

 Because they are explicitly political, they cannot claim scientific objectivity.

 Like the structural-functional approach, the social-conflict approaches envision society in

terms of broad abstractions.
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The symbolic-interaction approach is a framework for building theory that sees society as the

product of the everyday interactions of individuals. The structural- functional and the social-

conflict approaches share a macro-level orientation, meaning that they focus on broad social

structures that shape society as a whole In contrast, symbolic-interactionism has a micro-level

orientation; it focuses on patterns of social interaction in specific settings. Key figures in the

development of this approach include Max Weber, George Herbert Mead, Erving Goffman,

George Homans, and Peter Blau.

Critical Review: Symbolic interactionism attempts to explain more clearly how individuals

actually experience society. However, it has two weaknesses:

 Its micro-orientation sometimes results in the error of ignoring the influence of larger social

structures.

 By emphasizing what is unique, it risks overlooking the effects of culture, class, gender, and

race

6. Three Ways to Do Sociology

6.1 Scientific Sociology

Science is a logical system that bases knowledge on direct, systematic observation.

Scientific knowledge is based on empirical evidence, meaning facts we verify with

our senses. Sociological research often challenges what we accept as common sense

For example:

o It is often believed that the differences in the social behavior of women and men reflect

human nature In fact, much of what we call human nature is constructed by the society in

which we li5e

o It is often thought that the United States is a middle-class society in which most people are

more or less equal. In fact, the richest 5 percent of U.S. families control half of the countrys

wealth.

o Many believe that people marry for lo5e Sociological research indicates that marriages in

most societies have little to do with lo5e
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6.2 Concepts, Variables, and Measurement

A basic element of science is the concept, which is a mental construct that represents

some part of the world, inevitably in a simplified form.

6.2.1 Variables

Variables are concepts whose value changes from case to case Measurement is

the process of determining the value of a variable in a specific case Statistical

measures are frequently used to describe populations as a whole, and this

requires that researchers operationalize variables, which means specifying

exactly what one is to measure in assigning a value to a variable

6.2.2 Statistics

Sociologists use descriptive statistics to state what is average for a large

population. Included in this category are mean, median, and mode

6.2.3 Reliability and Validity

▪ Useful measurement must have reliability, which refers to consistency in

measurement.

▪ Useful measurement must have validity, which refers to precision in

measuring exactly what one intends to measure

6.2.4 Correlation and Cause

▪ The real payoff in sociological research is determining how variables are

related.

▪ Correlation means a relationship by which two (or more) variables

change together.

6.2.5 Cause and Effect

The scientific ideal is mapping out cause and effect, which means a

relationship in which we know that change in one variable causes a change in
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another. Just because two variables change together does not necessarily mean

that they have a cause-and-effect relationship. When two variables change

together but neither one causes the other, sociologists describe the relationship

as a spurious correlation. To be sure of a real cause-and-effect relationship, we

must show that:

▪ the two variables are correlated.

▪ the independent (or causal) variable precedes the dependent variable in

time

▪ there is no evidence that the correlation is spurious because of some third

variable

6.2.6 The Ideal of Objectivity

A guiding principle of scientific study is objectivity, or personal neutrality in

conducting research. Whenever possible, sociologists follow Max Webers

model of value-free research. That is, we must be dedicated to finding truth as

it is rather than as we think it should be.

7. Interpretative Sociology

Some sociologists suggest that science, as it is used to study the natural world, misses a vital

part of the social world: meaning. Human beings do not simply act; we engage in meaningful

action. Max Weber, who pioneered this framework, argued that the focus of sociology is

interpretation. Interpretative sociology is the study of society that focuses on the meanings

people attach to their social world The interpretative sociologists job is not just to observe

what people do but to share in their world of meaning and come to appreciate why they act as

they do.
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8. Critical Sociology

 The Importance of Change: Karl Marx founded this framework, rejecting the idea that

society exists as a natural system with a fixed order. Critical sociology is the study of society

that focuses on the need for social change. The point is not merely to study the world as it is

but to change it.

 Sociology as Politics: Scientific sociologists object to taking sides, charging that critical

sociology is political and gives up any claim to objectivity.

 Methods and Theory: In general, each of the three ways to do sociology is related to one of

the theoretical approaches.

9. Gender and Research

Research is affected by gender, the personal traits and social positions that members of a

society attach to being female and male, in five ways:

 Androcentricity, or approaching an issue from the male perspecti5e

 Overgeneralizing, or using data drawn from studying only one sex to support conclusions

about human behavior in general.

 Gender blindness, or not considering the variable of gender at all.

 Double standards.

 Interference because a subject reacts to the sex of the researcher.

10. Research Ethics

The American Sociological Associationthe professional organization of U.S. sociologistshas

established formal guidelines for conducting research. Sociologists must strive to be

technically competent and fair-minded in their work; ensure the safety of subjects taking part

in a research project; include in their published findings any sources of financial support; and

observe the global dimensions to research ethics.

11. Research Methods

A research method is a systematic plan for conducting research. Researchers choose a

particular method according to whom they wish to study and what they wish to learn.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

11
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



11.1 Testing a Hypothesis: The Experiment

The experiment is a research method for investigating cause-and-effect under highly

controlled conditions. Experiments test a specific hypothesis, that is, a statement of a

possible relationship between two (or more) variables. Hypotheses are unverified

statements of a relationship between variables. Experimenters gather the evidence

needed to accept or reject the research hypothesis in three steps:

o measuring the dependent variable (the effect).

o exposing the dependent variable to the independent variable (the cause or treatment).

o measuring the dependent variable again to see if the predicted change took place

11.2 Asking Questions: Survey Research

A survey is a research method in which subjects respond to a series of statements or

questions in a questionnaire or an interview. Survey research is usually descriptive

rather than explanatory. Surveys are directed at populations, the people who are the

focus of research. Usually we study a sample, a part of the population that represents

the whole Random sampling is commonly used to be sure that the sample is actually

representati5e Surveys may involve questionnaires, a series of written questions a

researcher presents to subjects. Questionnaires may be closed-ended or open-ended.

Most surveys are self-administered and must be carefully pretested. Surveys may also

take the form of interviews, a series of questions administered in person by a

researcher to respondents.

11.3 In the Field: Participant Observation

Participant observation is a method by which researchers systematically observe

people while joining in their routine activities. Participant observation research is

descriptive and often exploratory.

11.4 Putting It All Together: Ten Steps in Sociological Research

The following ten questions will guide you through a research project in sociology:

o What is your topic?
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o What have others already learned?

o What, exactly, are your questions?

o What will you need to carry out research?

o Are there ethical concerns?

o What method will you use?

o How will you record the data?

o What does the data tell you?

o What are your conclusions?

o How can you share what youve learned?

Everyone, including sociologists, makes generalizations, but sociological generalizations

differ from simple stereotypes, which are exaggerated descriptions that are applied to every

person in some category.

Topic : Culture

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Provide the sociological definition of culture

 Explain how culture replaces instinct in human beings.

 Identify the major components of all cultures.

 Understand the role of language in the transmission of culture

 Understand the implications of the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis regarding cross-cultural

communication.

Definition/Overview:

Culture: The word "culture" is most commonly used in three basic senses:

 Excellence of taste in the fine arts and humanities

 An integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behavior that depends upon the

capacity for symbolic thought and social learning

 The set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that characterizes an institution,

organization or group
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When the concept first emerged in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe, it connoted a

process of cultivation or improvement, as in agriculture or horticulture. In the nineteenth

century, it came to refer first to the betterment or refinement of the individual, especially

through education, and then to the fulfillment of national aspirations or ideals. In the mid-

nineteenth century, some scientists used the term "culture" to refer to a universal human

capacity. In the twentieth century, "culture" emerged as a concept central to anthropology,

encompassing all human phenomena that are not purely results of human genetics.

Key Points:

1. What Is Culture?

Culture refers to the beliefs, values, behavior, and material objects that, together, form a

peoples way of life Society refers to people who interact in a defined territory and share

culture. Culture shock refers to personal disorientation when experiencing an unfamiliar way

of life

1.1 Culture and Human Intelligence

Only humans depend on culture rather than instincts to ensure the survival of their

kind Culture is very recent and were a long time in the making.

1.2 How Many Cultures?

The Census Bureau lists more than 200 languages spoken in the United States.

Globally, experts document almost 7,000 languages, suggesting the existence of as

many distinct cultures.

2. The Elements of Culture

All cultures have five common components: symbols, language, values and beliefs, and

norms.
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2.1 Symbols

Symbols are defined as anything that carries a particular meaning recognized by

people who share culture. The meaning of the same symbols varies from society to

society, within a single society, and over time

2.2 Language

Language is a system of symbols that allows people to communicate with one

another. Language is the key to cultural transmission, the process by which one

generation passes culture to the next. Through most of human history, cultural

transmission has been accomplished through oral tradition. Only humans can create

complex systems of symbols, but some other animals have the ability to use symbols

in communicating.

2.3 Does Language Shape Reality?

Edward Sapir and Benjamin Whorf claimed that language has its own distinct

symbols that serve as the building blocks of reality. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis

holds that people perceive the world through the cultural lens of language

2.4 Values and Beliefs

Values are culturally defined standards by which people judge desirability, goodness,

and beauty, and which serve as broad guidelines for social living. Values are broad

principles that underlie beliefs, which are specific statements that people hold to be

true

2.5 Key Values of U.S. Culture

Robin Williams identifies ten key values of U.S. culture:

o Equal opportunity

o Achievement and success

o Material comfort

o Activity and work

o Practicality and efficiency
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o Progress

o Science

o Democracy and free enterprise

o Freedom

o Racism and group superiority

Values within one society are frequently inconsistent and even opposed to one

another. Like all elements of culture, values change over time Americans are placing

increased importance on leisure Values vary from culture to culture around the world

People in lower-income nations develop cultures that value survival. People in higher-

income countries develop cultures that value individualism and self-expression.

2.6 Norms

Norms are rules and expectations by which a society guides the behavior of its

members. They may be either proscriptive or prescriptive. There are two special types

of norms that were identified by William Graham Sumner: Mores are norms that are

widely observed and have great moral significance Folkways are norms for routine,

casual interaction. Cultural norms guide individual behavior. Doing wrong can cause

shame and/or guilt.

2.7 Ideal and Real Culture

Sociologists distinguish between ideal culture, social patterns mandated by cultural

values and norms, and real culture, actual social patterns that only approximate

cultural expectations.

3. Technology and Culture

In addition to intangible elements such as values and norms, every culture includes a wide

range of intangible human creations called artifacts, which partly affect underlying cultural

values. In addition to reflecting values, material culture also indicates a societys level of

technology, knowledge that people apply to the task of living in their surroundings. Gerhard

Lenski and JeanLenski focus on socioculturalevolution, the changes that occur as a society

acquires new technology, passing through four levels of development:
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 Hunting and gathering societies use simple tools to hunt animals and gather vegetation.

 Horticulture involves the use of hand tools to raise crops. In especially dry regions, societies

turned to pastoralism, the domestication of animals.

 Five thousand years ago, further technological advances led to agriculture, large-scale

cultivation using plows harnessed to animals or more powerful energy sources.

 Industrialization occurred as societies replaced the muscles of animals and humans with new

forms of power. Formally, industry is the production of goods using advanced sources of

energy to drive large machinery.

 Going beyond the four categories discussed by the Lenskis, we see that many industrial

societies, including the United States, have now entered a postindustrial stage of economic

development based on new information technology.

4. Cultural Diversity

Our nation is becoming more aware of the extent of cultural diversity within its borders.

Heavy immigration has made the United States the most multicultural of all industrial

countries. High culture refers to cultural patterns that distinguish a societys elite; in contrast,

popular culture designates cultural patterns that are widespread among a societys population.

High culture is not inherently superior to popular culture Subcultures are cultural patterns that

distinguish some segment of a societys population. They involve not only differences but also

hierarchy. Multiculturalism is an educational program recognizing the cultural diversity of

the United States and promoting the equality of all cultural traditions. Multiculturalism stands

in opposition to Eurocentrism, the dominance of European (especially English) cultural

patterns. Supporters of multiculturalism argue that it helps us come to terms with our diverse

present and strengthens the academic achievement of African-American children. Some call

for Afrocentrism, the dominance of African cultural patterns in peoples lives. Opponents of

multiculturalism argue that it encourages divisiveness rather than unity. Counterculture refers

to cultural patterns that strongly oppose those widely accepted within a society.

As cultures change, they strive to maintain cultural integration, the close relationship among

various elements of a cultural system. William Ogburns concept of cultural lag refers to the

fact that cultural elements change at different rates, which may disrupt a cultural system.

Cultural changes are set in motion by three factors:

 Invention, the process of creating new cultural elements.
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 Discovery, recognizing and understanding an idea not fully understood before

 Diffusion, the spread of cultural traits from one cultural system to another.

 Ethnocentrism is the practice of judging another culture by the standards of ones own culture

Sociologists tends to discourage this practice; instead they advocate cultural relativism, the

practice of judging a culture by its own standards.

Some evidence suggests that a global culture may be emerging. Three key factors are

promoting this trend:

 Global economy: the flow of goods.

 Global communications: the flow of information.

 Global migration: the flow of people

There are three limitations to the global culture thesis:

 Global culture is much more advanced in some parts of the world than in others.

 Many people cannot afford to participate in the material aspects of a global culture

 Different people attribute different meanings to various aspects of the global culture

5. Theoretical Analysis of Culture

5.1. The Functions of Culture: Structural-Functional Analysis

The structural-functional approach depicts culture as a complex strategy for meeting human

needs. Cultural universals are traits that are found in every known cultureThe strength of the

structural-functional analysis is showing how culture operates to meet human needs. The

weakness of the structural-functional approach is that it ignores cultural diversity and

downplays the importance of change

5.2 Inequality and Culture: Social-Conflict Analysis

The social-conflict approach suggests that many cultural traits function to the advantage of

some and the disadvantage of others. The social-conflict analysis recognizes that many

elements of a culture maintain inequality and promote the dominance of one group over

others. It understates the ways that cultural patterns integrate members of society.
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5.3 Evolution and Culture: Sociobiology

Sociobiology is a theoretical approach that explores ways in which human biology affects

how we create culture Sociobiology has its roots in the theory of evolution proposed by

Charles Darwin. Sociobiology may promote racism and sexism. Research support for this

paradigm is limited.

6. Culture and Human Freedom

Culture can be a constraint in that humans cannot live without culture, but the capacity for

culture has some drawbacks. Culture can be a source of freedom in that culture forces us to

choose as we make and remake a world for ourselves.

Topic : Socialization: From Infancy To Old Age

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Define socialization.

 Examine the nature versus nurture debate and explain how most contemporary sociologists

would resolve it.

 Outline Freuds model of personality development.

 Identify and describe Piagets four stages of cognitive development, plus the stage added in

the text.

 Identify and describe Kohlbergs three stages of childhood moral development.

 Examine moral development as researched by Gilligan.

 Explain Meads theory of the social self and outline the stages of development of the self.

 Identify and describe Eriksons eight stages of development.

Definition/Overview:

Socialization: Socialization is the process by which culture is learned; also called

enculturation. During socialization individuals internalize a culture's social controls, along

with values and norms about right and wrong.
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Key Points:

1. Generations in American Social History

William Strauss and Neil Howe recently published a provocative and controversial book

entitled Generations, in which they argue that U.S. social history can be understood as a

regular progression of four distinct types of generational cohorts (defined in the text), shaped

by shared early experiences: how they were raised as children, what public events they

witnessed in adolescence, and what social mission elders gave them as they came of age (p.

26). There have been eighteen generations, each roughly 20 to 25 years in length, born in the

U.S. since the 1620s. Seven remain alive today, two remnant generations that have mostly

died out and five major cohorts:

The G1 generation was born between 1901 and 19 Strauss and Howe characterize this cohort

as an example of the civic type, which grows up as a protected generation after a period of

spiritual awakening (in this case, the fundamentalist and populist ferment of the 1890s). A

civic generation comes of age by overcoming a secular crisis, unites into an heroic and

achieving cadre of rising adults, builds institutions as powerful mid-lifers, and later finds

itself attacked as elders during the next great awakening (p. 31). The g1. Generation are 20th

century Americas confident, rational problem-solvers, the ones who have always known how

to get big things done They were Americas original Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, victorious

soldiers, and the builders of rockets, suburbs, and highways. No generationcan match their

30-year hold on the White House Todays g1.s are busy senior citizens and mature consumers,

possessed of boundless civic optimism and a sense of public entitlement, of having earned

late-life rewards through early-life heroism (p. 26).

The Silent Generation, born between 1925 and 1942, is an adaptive cohort, as are all

generations born following a civic generation. Members of adaptive cohorts grow up as

suffocated children of crisis, come of age as adult-emulating conformists, produce the

indecisive mediators of the next awakening, and age into sensitive and other-directed elders.

More specifically, the Silent Generation arrived too late for World War II combat and too

early to feel the heat of the Vietnam draft. They were the unobtrusive children of depression

and war, the conformist Lonely Crowd, and the youngest-marrying generation in Americas

history. They were volunteers for Kennedys Peace Corps and divorced parents of multi-child

households. Now they are the litigators, arbitrators, and technocrats of a society they have
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helped make more complex. They give freely to charity, are inclined to see both sides of

every issue, and believe in fair process more than final results (p. 26).

Following the Silent Generation is the famous Baby Boom, born between 1943 and 1960 and

characterized as an idealist cohort. Following on the heels of an adaptive generation, idealists

grow up as indulged youths after a crisis, come of age inspiring an awakening, fragment into

narcissistic rising adults, cultivate principle as midlife moralizers, and emerge as visionary

elders who ... guide the next crisis (p. 30). The Boomers were heirs to a national triumph,

born into an era of optimism and hubris. They went on to become the inquisitive students of

Sputnik-era grammar schools, flower-child hippies and draft resisters, Jesus freaks and New

Age bran-eaters, yuppie singles and (most recently) the leaders of ecological, educational,

and drug-prohibition crusades. Boomers are marked by a weak instinct for social discipline

combined with a desire to infuse new values into the institutions they are inheriting. In all

spheres of life, they display a bent toward inner absorption, perfectionism, and individual

self-esteem (pp. 26-27).

The Thirteenth Generation, born between 1961 and 1981, exemplifies the reactive pattern.

Like all cohorts following an idealist generation, they grew up as underprotectedand

criticized youths during an awakening [and] came of age as alienated risk-takers (p. 31). If

the pattern holds, they will burn out young before mellowing into mid-life pragmatists and

family-oriented conservatives, and age into caustic but undemanding elders (p. 31). They

were the babies of the 1960s and 1970s, the throwaway children of divorce and poverty, the

latchkey kids in experimental classrooms without walls. As college students they have been

criticized as dumb They are the most Republican-leaning youths of the 20th century. Their

worldview is characterized by a blunt, even cynical realism (p. 27).

The Millennial Generation consists of todays children. Strauss and Howe see this cohorts

circumstances as similar to those that shaped the civic style of the g1. Generation. At the

heart of this whole progression is a series of secular crises (threats to national survival and a

reordering of public life), and spiritual awakenings (social and religious upheavals and a

reordering of private life) (p. 30). Each crisis occurs roughly eighty or ninety years after the

lastmost recently, the Civil War and the twin challenges of the Great Depression and World

War 2. Almost precisely halfway between crises an era of spiritual awakening seems to arise,

the most recent being the counterculture of the l960s and 1970s. It is this regular progression
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of crises and awakenings that gives birth to the cycle of civic-adaptive-idealist-reactive

cohorts identified by Strauss and Howe.

The authors point out marked similarities between the present and the years just before World

War I, the last time when the sequence of styles among the four youngest cohorts was

identical to that of our era Then as now, individualism (was) flourishing, confidence in

institutions (was) declining, and secular problems (were) deferred.... Then as now, frustration

was mounting over a supposed loss of community, civility and sense of national direction.

Then as now, the nations leaders engaged in a diplomatic dither over how to design an

interdependent and legalistic new world order while new armies massed and old hatreds

festered. Then as now, feminism was gaining serious political power, moralistic attacks were

growing against substance abuse, and family life was seen as precious but threatened (p. 32).

Similar patterns can be observed in the 1650s, 1750s, and 1840s. In each of these eras,

powerful and worldly civics [were] passing from the scene, sensitive and process-oriented

adaptivesentering elderhood, moralizing idealists [were] entering midlife, survivalist

reactives [were] coming of age, and a protected new generation of civics [were] just being

born (p. 32).

The real test of this theory is its ability to predict the future Strauss and Howe note that in the

next thirty years, if the pattern holds, the sense of drift and pessimism will intensify; then a

crisis will emerge, compelling Americans to unite in the face of perceived public peril (p. 32).

More concretely, The g1.s will remain a politically favored generation deep into their old age

Younger generations will admire and start to miss their old civic virtues of community,

citizenship and material progress... The Silent Generation will become a new breed of elder.

They will be other-directed, sympathetic to the needs of the disadvantaged, and prone to take

the risks and seek the adventures that many will feel have eluded them early in life..The

extended family will enjoy a renaissance In public life, Silent elders will press for

compromise solutions. They will deplore the erosion they will see in civil rights, due process,

and other social kindnesses they spent a lifetime trying to implant... Boomers will assume

control of national politics with the same perfectionism and moral zeal that they are currently

bringing to family and community life..Theywill become contentious moral regulators. They

will see a high purpose in what they do...Upon reaching old age..they will see themselves... as

wise visionaries willing to accept private austerity in return for public authority, and they will

summon the nation toward unyielding principle The 13ers have so far lived a luckless life-
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cycle, as Americas most economically disadvantaged generation. The hard luck will age with

them. When bad news hits, 13ers will sink further into the alienation and pragmatism that has

already attracted so much criticism...After burning out young, many a 13er will retreat

intoand strengthenfamily life... Finally... todays cute Millennial tots could become the next

great cadre of civil doers and builders. Like the child g1.s of 75 years ago, they will grow up

basking in adult praise for their intelligence, obedience and optimism (p. 32).

2. Social Experience: The Key to Our Humanity

Socialization is the lifelong social experience by which individuals develop their human

potential and learn culture Social experience is also the foundation for the personality, a

persons fairly consistent pattern of thinking, feeling, and acting.

2.1 Human Development: Nature or Nurture

A century ago, people mistakenly believed that humans were born with instincts that

determined their personality and behavior. Charles Darwins study of evolution led

people to think that human behavior was instinctive, simply our nature People trying

to understand cultural diversity also misunderstood Darwins thinking. The prevailing

ethnocentric view helped justify colonialism. In the twentieth century, biological

explanations of human behavior came under fire The psychologist John b Watson

developed a theory called behaviorism, which held that behavior is not instinctive, but

learned. Today, social scientists are cautious about describing any human behavior as

instincti5e Nurture is our nature

2.2 Social Isolation

Research on the effects of social isolation has demonstrated the importance of

socialization. All of the evidence points to the crucial role of social development in

forming personality. This research includes:

o Research with Monkeys. Harry and Margaret Harlows experimental work with rhesus

monkeys demonstrated that social isolation disturbs monkeys development.

o Studies of Isolated Children. Studies of isolated children like Anna, Isabelle, and Genie

further supports the conclusion that social isolation disturbs human development.
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3. Understanding Socialization

3.1 Sigmund Freuds Elements of Personality

Trained as a physician, Freud turned to the study of personality and eventually

developed the celebrated theory of psychoanalysis. According to Freud, the

personality is shaped by two opposed forces: eros, the life instinct, and thanatos, the

death instinct. The personality includes three basic components: the id, the human

beings basic drives; the ego, a persons conscious efforts to balance innate pleasure-

seeking drives with the demands of society; and the superego, the operation of culture

within the individual. The id and superego remain in conflict, but in a well-adjusted

person, the ego manages these opposing forces. Culture, in the form of superego,

represses selfish demands, but often the competing demands of self and society result

in a compromise that Freud called sublimation, which changes selfish drives into

socially acceptable behavior. Freuds notion that we internalize norms and his idea that

childhood experiences have lasting importance in the socialization process remain

critical. Some of his work has been criticized for reflecting a sexist bias.

3.2 Jean Piagets Theory of Cognitive Development

Piaget identified four stages of cognitive development:

o The Sensorimotor Stage The sensorimotor stage is the level of human development in which

individuals experience the world only through sensory contact.

o The Preoperational Stage The preoperational stage is the level of human development in

which individuals first use language and other symbols.

o The Concrete Operational Stage The concrete operational stage is the level of development in

which individuals first perceive causal connections in their surroundings.

o The Formal Operational Stage The formal operational stage is the level of human

development in which individuals think abstractly and critically.

o Critical review. Piaget showed that human beings ability to shape their social world unfolds

gradually as the result of both biological maturation and social experience His theory may not

apply to people in a society.

o
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3.3 Lawrence Kohlbergs Theory of Moral Development

Lawrence Kohlberg built on Piagets work to study moral reasoning; that is, how

individuals come to judge situations as right or wrong. This process involves three

stages: the preconventional, conventional, and postconventional. Kohlbergs model

presents moral development in distinct stages, but his theory is based on research

using exclusively male subjects.

3.4 Carol Gilligans Theory of Gender and Moral Development

Gilligan found that boys moral development reflects a justice model which stresses

formal rules, whereas girls put more emphasis on caring and responsibility, and less

on the rules. Gilligans work enhances our understanding of gender issues; however,

she does not adequately address the issue of the origin of the gender-based differences

that she has identified.

3.5 George Herbert Meads Theory of the Social Self

3.5.1 The self

The self is a dimension of personality composed of an individuals self-awareness and self-

image

▪ It emerges from social experience

▪ This social experience is based on the exchange of symbols.

▪ Understanding someones intentions requires imagining the situation from

that persons point of view, a process called taking the role of the other.

3.5.2 The looking-glass self

Meads associate, Charles Horton Cooley, developed the notion of the looking-

glass self, the idea that self-image is based on how others respond to us.

3.5.3 The I and the me

The I is the self as subject. The me is the self as object.
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3.5.4 Development of the Self

The self develops through several stages: imitation, play (in which children

take the roles of significant otherspeople, such as parents, who have special

importance for socialization), games (in which they take the roles of several

other people at the same time), and the acquisition of the generalized other,

defined as widespread cultural norms and values we use as references in

evaluating ourselves. Mead showed that symbolic interaction is the foundation

of both self and society. He has been criticized for ignoring the role of biology

in the development of the self.

3.6 Erik .8 Eriksons Eight Stages of Development

Eriksonviewed development as occurring throughout life by facing eight challenges,

expressed as stages:

o Stage 1 Infancy: the challenge of trust (versus mistrust)

o Stage 2 Toddlerhood: the challenge of autonomy (versus doubt and shame)

o Stage 3 Preschool: the challenge of initiative (versus guilt)

o Stage 4 Preadolescence: the challenge of industriousness (versus inferiority)

o Stage 5 Adolescence: the challenge of gaining identity (versus confusion)

o Stage 6 Young adulthood: the challenge of intimacy (versus isolation)

o Stage 7 Middle adulthood: the challenge of making a difference (versus self-absorption)

o Stage 8 Old age: the challenge of integrity (versus despair)

Eriksons theory views personality formation as a lifelong process. Not everyone

confronts these challenges in the exact order; nor is it clear that failure to meet the

challenge of one stage means that a person is doomed to fail later on, and his theory

may not apply to all people at all times.

4. Agents of Socialization

Several familiar settings have special importance to the socialization process.

4.1 The Family
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The family is crucial and may be the most important socializing agent of all. Parents and

other family members usually have responsibility for the care of infants, but not all family

learning results from intentional teaching by parents; children also learn from the type of

environment adults create The family also gives children a social identity. In part, social

identity involves race Socialization within the family also varies markedly by social class.

4.2 The School

Schooling enlarges childrens social world to include people with backgrounds

different from their own. Schools join with families in socializing children into gender

roles; these differences continue right through college Schooling teaches children a

wide range of knowledge and skills. The hidden curriculum passes on important

cultural values. For most children, school is their first experience with bureaucracy.

4.3 The Peer Group

Peer groups are also important, whose members have interests, social position, and

age in common. Anticipatory socialization refers to the process of social learning

directed toward gaining a desired position and commonly occurs among peers.

4.4 The Mass Media

The mass mediaare impersonal communications aimed at a vast audience and also

shape socialization. Television has become especially important in this regard

National surveys show that the average household has at least one TV set turned on

for more than eight hours each day and that people spend half their free time watching

television. Years before children learn to read, television watching is part of their

daily routine Liberals and conservatives have criticized television for different

reasons, with the former alleging that racial and ethnic minorities are largely invisible

in the medium or included only in stereotyped roles; the latter charge that television

and film industries are dominated by a cultural elite The public is concerned about the

amount of violence on television. Television and other media have enriched peoples

lives but they also shape their thinking.

5. Socialization and the Life Course
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An overview of the life course reveals that our society organizes human experience according

to age: childhood, adolescence, adulthood, and old age

5.1Childhood

Childhood became an increasingly separate phase of life with industrialization; it is

currently becoming shorter.

5.2 Adolescence

Adolescence is often a period of social and emotional turmoil reflecting cultural

inconsistency. It is a time of social contradictions when people are no longer children

but not yet adults. Like all phases of the life course, it varies with class position.

5.3 Adulthood

Adulthood is divided into several stages: Early adulthood involves working toward

goals set earlier in life Middle adulthood is characterized by greater reflectiveness.

5.4 Old Age

Old age begins in the mid-sixties. The United States is currently experiencing an

increase in the elderly population. The aging of the American population is one focus

of gerontology, the study of aging and the elderly. As we age, the body undergoes a

series of biological changes, most of which are viewed negatively by our culture Most

elderly people are not disabled by their physical condition. Aging is also accompanied

by a few psychological changes. Culture shapes how we understand growing old A

preindustrial society is usually a gerontocracy, a form of social organization in which

the elderly have the most wealth, power, and prestige A problem of industrial

societies is ageism, prejudice and discrimination against the elderly. Not surprisingly,

growing old is challenging and means living with less income, but today the U.S.

elderly population is doing better than ever.
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5.5 Death and Dying

Elisabeth Kbler-Ross identifies five stages in coming to accept death: denial, anger,

negotiation, resignation, and acceptance. Today, fear and anxiety about death are

common, but greater acceptance is likely in the future

5.6 The Life Course: Patterns and Variations

Although linked to the biological process of aging, essential characteristics of each

stage of the life course are socially constructed. Each stage presents characteristic

problems and transitions. General patterns relating to age are always modified by

social variables such as race and gender. Peoples life experiences vary depending on

when they were born. A cohort is a category of people with a common characteristic,

usually their age

6. Resocialization: Total Institutions

Total institutions are settings in which people are isolated from the rest of society and

manipulated by an administrative staff. Their purpose is resocialization: radically altering an

inmates personality through deliberate control of the environment. This is a two-stage

process: First, the staff breaks down the new inmates existing identity; second, the staff tries

to build a new self.

Topic : Social Interaction In Everyday Life

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Define social interaction and identify its components.

 Distinguish between ascribed and achieved status and describe master status.

 Distinguish between role set, role strain, and role conflict.

 Explain the Thomas Theorem.

 Describe the purposes of ethnomethodological research.

 Outline the characteristics of Goffmans dramaturgical analysis.

 Discuss the importance of nonverbal communication in human social interaction.
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Definition/Overview:

Social interaction: Social interaction is the process by which people act and react in relation

to others.

Humor: Humouror humor is the tendency of particular cognitive experiences to provoke

laughter and provide amusement. Many theories exist about what humouris and what social

function it serves. People of most ages and cultures respond to humor. The majority of people

are able to be amused, to laugh or smile at something funny, and thus they are considered to

have a "sense of humor." The term derives from the humoralmedicine of the ancient Greeks,

which stated that a mix of fluids known as humours (Greek: χυμός,chymos, literally juice or

sap; metaphorically, flavour) controlled human health and emotion.

Key Points:

1. Status

One building block of social organization is status, a social position that an individual

occupies. A status set consists of all the statuses a person holds at a given time An ascribed

status is a social position that someone receives at birth or involuntarily assumes later in life

An achieved status is a social position that someone assumes voluntarily and that reflects

personal ability and effort. A master status is a status that has special importance for social

identity, often shaping a persons entire life

2. Role

A role consists of behavior expected of someone who holds a particular status. Role set refers

to a number of roles attached to a single status. Role conflict refers to conflict among roles

corresponding to two or more different statuses. It can be reduced by compartmentalizing our

lives. Role strain refers to incompatibility among roles corresponding to a single status. Role

exit is the process by which people disengage from important social roles.

3. The Social Construction of Reality

The social construction of reality is the process by which individuals creatively shape reality

through social interaction. What people commonly call street smarts really amounts to
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constructing reality. The Thomas Theorem states that situations we define as real become real

in their consequences. Ethnomethodologyis a subfield of sociology developed by Harold

Garfinklewhich studies the way people make sense of their everyday lives. People in different

cultures experience reality very differently

4. Dramaturgical Analysis: The Presentation of Self

Dramaturgical analysis, developed by Erving Goffman, consists of the definition of social

interaction in terms of theatrical performance. The presentation of self, an individuals effort

to create specific impressions in the minds of others, is a central focus of dramaturgy.

4.1 Performances

Performances include dress (costume), objects carried along (props), and tone of

voice and gestures (manner).

o An Application: The Doctors Office Performances have front and back regions. The

reception area is the front region of a physicians office The physicians private office and

examination rooms are the back region of the setting.

4.2. Nonverbal Communication

Nonverbal communication consists of communication using body movements,

gestures, and facial expressions rather than speech. Most of it is culture-specific.

Close attention to nonverbal communication is often an effective way of telling

whether or not someone is telling the truth.

o Body Language and Deception. The key to detecting lies is to view the whole performance

with an eye for inconsistencies.

4.3. Gender and Performances

Gender affects personal performance in such areas as:

o demeanor. use of personal space, the surrounding area over which an individual makes some

claim to privacy, staring, smiling, and touching.
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4.5. Embarrassment and Tact

Embarrassment (discomfort following a spoiled performance) and tact (helping

someone save face) are additional important dramaturgical concepts.

5. Interaction in Everyday Life: Three Applications

Emotions, more commonly called feelings, are an important dimension of everyday life

Indeed, what we do often matters less than how we feel about it. Studying people all over the

world, Ekman reports that people everywhere express six basic biological sides of emotions:

 happiness

 sadness

 anger

 fear

 disgust

 surprise

Culture plays an important role in guiding human emotions.

 Culture defines what triggers an emotion.

 Culture provides rules for the display of emotions.

 Culture guides how we value emotions.

In the United States, most people are freer to express their feelings at home than on the job

We socially construct our emotions as part of our everyday reality, a process sociologists call

emotion management.

5.1. Language: The Social Construction of Gender

Language defines men and women differently in several ways:

o Language and power

o Language and value

o Language and attention

o
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5.2. Reality Play: The Social Construction of Humor

Humor plays a vital part in everyday life

o Humor is a product of reality construction; it stems from the contrast between two different

realities: conventional and unconventional.

o To get humor, the audience must understand the two realities involved well enough to

appreciate their difference

o For everyone, humor deals with topics that lend themselves to double meanings or

controversy.

o Humor provides a way to express an opinion without being serious, and humor relieves

tension in uncomfortable situations.

o Humor is often a sign of real conflict in situations where one or both parties choose not to

bring the conflict out into the open.

 In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
Groups And Organizations

Sexuality And Society

Deviance

Topic : Groups And Organizations

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Distinguish between primary and secondary groups.

 Describe the different leadership styles in terms of decision making.

 Discuss how group dynamics change as group size changes.

 Examine the three ways in which social diversity influences intergroup contact.

 Discuss the importance of networks in social interaction.

 Identify and describe three types of formal organization.

Definition/Overview:

Primary Group: A primary group is a typically small social group whose members share

close, personal, enduring relationships. These groups are marked by members' concern for
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one another, shared activities and culture, and long periods of time spent together. Examples

include family, childhood friends, and highly influential social groups (team sports groups,

academic groups, etc...).

Secondary Group: People in a secondary group interact on a less personal level than in a

primary group, and their relationships are temporary rather than long lasting. Since secondary

groups are established to perform functions, peoples roles are more interchangeable.

The theory of primary and secondary groups was put forward by Charles Horton Cooley, a

sociologist. He labelled these groups as "primary" because people often experience these sort

of groups early in their life. Relationships formed in primary groups are often long-lasting

and goals in themselves. They also are often psychologically comforting to the individuals

involved and provide a source of support and encouragement. Primary groups play an

important role in the development of personal identity.

Key Points:

1. Social Groups

A social group is two or more people who identify and interact with one another.

1.1 Primary and Secondary Groups

A primary group is a small social group whose members share personal and enduring

relationships. People in primary groups share many activities, spend a great deal of

time together, and feel they know one another well. The family is every societys most

important primary group. Members think of the group as an end in itself rather than as

a means to other ends and they view each other as unique and irreplaceable Secondary

groups are large and impersonal social groups devoted to some specific interest or

activity. They involve weak emotional ties; they are commonly short-term; they are

goal oriented; and they are typically impersonal.
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1.2 Group Leadership

1.2.1 Two Leadership Roles

Groups typically benefit from two kinds of leadership: Instrumental leadership refers to group

leadership that emphasizes the completion of tasks. Expressive leadership focuses on

collective well-being.

1.2.2 Three Leadership Styles

Sociologists also characterize leadership in terms of its decision-making style.

There are three styles:

▪ Authoritarian leadership focuses on instrumental concerns, takes personal

charge of decision making, and demands strict compliance from

subordinates.

▪ Democratic leadership is more expressive and tries to include everyone

in the decision-making process.

▪ Laissez-faire leadership allows the group to function more or less on its

own.

1.3 Group Conformity

Groups influence the behavior of their members, often promoting conformity.

1.3.1 Aschs Research

Aschs research into group conformity showed that many of us are willing to

compromise our own judgment and to avoid being different, even from people

we do not know.

1.3.2 Milgrams Research

Milgrams research into obedience suggests that people are likely to follow

directions from not only legitimate authority figures, even when it means

inflicting harm on another person.
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1.3.3 Janiss Groupthink

Janiss research involved what he called groupthink, the tendency of group

members to conform by adopting a narrow view of some issue

1.4 Reference Groups

A reference group is a social group that serves as a point of reference for people

making evaluations or decisions. Stouffers research on reference group dynamics

showed that we do not make judgments about ourselves in isolation, nor do we

compare ourselves with just anyone

1.5 Social Diversity: Race, Class, and Gender

There are three ways in which social diversity influences group contact:

o Large groups turn inward: The larger a group, the more likely members will maintain

relationships only with other group members.

o Heterogeneous groups turn outward: The more internally heterogeneous a group, the more

likely that its members will interact with outsiders.

o Physical boundaries foster social boundaries: Physical space affects the chances of contacts

among groups.

1.6 Networks

A network is a Web of weak social ties. A network is a fuzzy group. Some networks

come close to being groups. Network ties often give us the sense that we live in a

small world Network ties may be weak, but they can be a powerful resource Some

people have denser networks than others. Gender also shapes networks. The Internet

is a very important global network.

2. Formal Organizations

Formal organizations are large, secondary groups that are organized to achieve goals

efficiently.
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2.1 Types of Formal Organizations

o Amitai Etzioni identified three types of organizations:

o Utilitarian organizations, which people join in pursuit of material rewards.

o Normative organizations, or voluntary associations, in which people pursue goals they

consider morally worthwhile

o Coercive organizations, distinguished by voluntary membership.

2.2 Origins of Formal Organizations

Formal organizations date back thousands of years. The efficiency of early

organizations was limited. People lacked the technology to travel over large distances,

to communicate quickly, and to collect and store information on a large scale

Preindustrial societies usually have a traditional character. Tradition, according to

Max Weber, is sentiments and beliefs about the world passed from generation to

generation. Weber pointed out that the modern worldview is rationality, deliberate,

matter-of-fact calculation of the most efficient means to accomplish a particular task.

The rise of the organizational society rests on what Weber termed the rationalization

of society, the historical change from tradition to rationality as the dominant mode of

human thought. This lays the groundwork for the organizational structure called

bureaucracy.

2.3 Characteristics of Bureaucracy

Bureaucracy is an organizational model rationally designed to perform tasks

efficiently. Weber identified six key elements of the ideal bureaucratic organization:

o specialization

o hierarchy of offices

o rules and regulations

o technical competence

o impersonality

o formal, written communications

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

37
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



2.4 Organizational Environment

How any organization performs depends not only on its goals and policies but also the

organizational environment, a range of factors outside the organization that affect its

operation, including:

o technology

o economic and political trends

o population patterns

o other organizations

2.5 Problems of Bureaucracy

o Bureaucratic alienation: Weber was keenly aware of bureaucracys potential to dehumanize

the people it is supposed to ser5e

o Bureaucratic Inefficiency and Ritualism: Criticism of the government response to the

hurricane disaster of 2005 pointed to the problem of bureaucratic inefficiency: the failure of a

formal organization to carry out the work it exists to perform is a familiar problem, and

illustrated in the concept of red tape Robert Merton coined the term bureaucratic ritualism to

describe a preoccupation with rules and regulations to the point of thwarting an organizations

goals.

o Bureaucratic inertia: Bureaucratic inertia refers to the tendency of bureaucratic organizations

to perpetuate themselves.

o Oligarchy: Robert Michels pointed out the link between bureaucracy and political oligarchy,

the rule of the many by the few. The iron law of oligarchy refers to the pyramid shape of

bureaucracy placing a few leaders in charge of organizational resources.

3. The Evolution of Formal Organizations

3.1 Scientific Management

Scientific management refers to the application of scientific principles to the

operation of a business or other large organization. Scientific management involves

three steps:

o Managers observe the tasks performed by the workers.
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o Managers analyze their data to discover ways for workers to become more efficient.

o Management provides guidance and incentives to workers to be more efficient.

3.2 The First Challenge: Race and Gender

o During the 1960s, big businesses were inefficient and unfair in their hiring practices.

o Patterns of Privilege and Exclusion. By the end of the twentieth century, white men in the

United States still held 58 percent of management jobs.

o The Female Advantage. Women bring a female advantage to companies striving to be more

flexible and democratic.

3.3 The Second Challenge: The Japanese Work Organization

Formal organizations in Japan are like very large primary groups. Ouchihighlights

five differences between formal organizations in Japan and in the United States:

hiring and advancement, lifetime security, holistic involvement, broad-based training,

and collective decision making.

3.4 The Third Challenge: The Changing Nature of Work

There are several ways in which todays formal organizations differ from those of a

century ago:

o creative freedom

o competitive work teams

o a flatter organization: from pyramid to football

o greater flexibility

3.5 The McDonaldization of Society

The organizational principles that underlie the McDonalds restaurant chain are

coming to dominate our entire society.
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3.5.1 McDonaldization: Three Principles

The McDonaldization of society involves three basic organizational principles:

▪ efficiency

▪ uniformity

▪ control

4. The Future of Organizations: Opposing Trends

Intelligent organizations have become more productive than ever. The postindustrial

economy has created many highly skilled jobs, more routine service jobs, and offers few of

the benefits that todays highly skilled workers enjoy. Organizational flexibility that gives

better-off workers more autonomy carries the threat of downsizing for rank-and-file

employees.

Topic : Sexuality And Society

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Define sex.

 Define sex from a biological perspecti5e

 Define sex from a cultural perspecti5e

 Identify and define four sexual orientations along the sexual orientation continuum.

 Discuss the role of the gay rights movement in moving the public attitude toward

homosexuality toward greater acceptance

 Discuss the issues surrounding the high rate of teenage pregnancy.

 Examine types of prostitution and the extent of prostitution around the world

 Discuss the range of sexual violence and abuse in the United States.
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Definition/Overview:

Sex: Sex is a process of combining and mixing genetic traits, often resulting in the

specialization of organisms into male and female types (or sexes). Sexual reproduction

involves combining specialized cells (gametes) to form offspring that inherit traits from both

parents. Gametes can be identical in form and function (known as isogametes), but in many

cases an asymmetry has evolved such that two sex-specific types of gametes (heterogametes)

exist: male gametes are small, motile, and optimized to transport their genetic information

over a distance, while female gametes are large, non-motile and contain the nutrients

necessary for the early development of the young organism. An organism's sex is defined by

the gametes it produces: males produce male gametes (spermatozoa, or sperm) while females

produce female gametes (ova, or egg cells); individual organisms which produce both male

and female gametes are termed hermaphroditic. Frequently, physical differences are

associated with the different sexes of an organism; these sexual dimorphisms can reflect the

different reproductive pressures the sexes experience.

Key Points:

1. Sexual Orientation

As public awareness concerning nontraditional sexual orientations has escalated, an

increasing number of proposals have been made to include information about gay and lesbian

lifestyles in public school curricula Such proposals have aroused substantial controversy.

Some opposition comes from parents who feel that under no circumstances should schools

mention what parents regard as morally unacceptable behavior. They argue that teaching

about homosexuality has the effect of condoning such behavior. Other parents are concerned

because they believe that this topic is being introduced too early. When the New York City

school district developed a program entitled Children of the Rainbow, designed to promote

acceptance of a wide variety of diverse lifestyles, many parents and local school boards

objected because a unit in which teachers urged their students to view lesbians/gays as real

people to be respected and appreciated was originally targeted for the first grade Chancellor

Joseph Fernandez eventually backed off, agreeing that consideration of sexual orientation

should be delayed until the fifth or sixth grade

Opponents to inclusive curricula have also been concerned about the placement of books

such as Heather Has Two Mommies, Daddys Roommate, and Gloria Goes to Gay Pride in

school libraries, even if such books are not on required reading lists. Many school districts
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allow students to be excused from classes in which homosexuality is discussed, although few

parents take advantage of this option. Only 5 percent in Fairfax County, Virginia, did so.

Advocates of such inclusive programs in the curriculum stress that accurate information

about gay lifestyles is especially important in an era when misinformation concerning AIDS

is widespread and gay-bashing incidents remain common. They also emphasize the

importance of such instruction in helping gay students recognize and come to grips with their

own sexual orientation.

2. Understanding Sexuality

Sexuality is not just about having sexit is a theme found throughout society. In spite of its

importance, few people really understand sexuality.

2.1 Sex: A Biological Issue

Sex refers to the biological distinction between females and males.

2.2. Sex and the Body

Primary sex characteristics refer to the organs used for reproduction, namely the

genitals. Secondary sex characteristics are bodily differences, apart from the genitals,

that distinguish biologically mature females and males.

2.2.1 Intersexual People

The term intersexual people refers to people whose bodies (including genitals)

have both female and male characteristics. An older term for intersexual

people is hermaphrodite

2.2.2 Transsexuals

Transsexuals are people who feel they are one sex even though biologically

they are the other.

2.3. Sex: A Cultural Issue

Like all dimensions of human behavior, sexuality is very much a cultural issue
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2.3.1 Cultural Variation

Almost any sexual practice shows considerable variation from one society to

another.

2.4 The Incest Taboo

One cultural universal is the incest taboo, a norm forbidding sexual relations or

marriage between certain relatives.

3. Sexual Attitudes in the United States

The cultural orientation toward sex in the United States has been inconsistent.

3.1 The Sexual Revolution

Alfred Kinsey set the stage for the sexual revolution by publishing a study of

sexuality in the United States in 19 The sexual revolution came of age in the late

1960s when youth culture dominated public life and a new freedom about sexuality

prevailed. The introduction of the birth control pill in 1960 both prevented pregnancy

and made sex more convenient.

3.2 The Sexual Counterrevolution

The sexual counterrevolution began in 1980 as a conservative call for a return to

family values by which sexual freedom was to be replaced by sexual responsibility.

3.3 Premarital Sex

Although general public attitudes remain divided on premarital sex, this behavior is

broadly accepted among young people

3.4 Sex Between Adults

The frequency of sexual activity varies widely in the U.S. population. It is married

people who have sex with partners the most and report the highest level of

satisfaction.
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3.5 Extramarital Sex

Extramarital sex is widely condemned, but this type of activity is more common than

people say it should be.

3.6 Sex Over the Life Course

Patterns of sexual activity change with age The picture begins to change by about age

fifty, after which advancing age is linked to a decline in the share of people who are

sexually acti5e Contrary to popular stereotypes, sexual activity is a normal part of life

for most older adults.

4. Sexual Orientation

Sexual orientation refers to a persons preference in terms of sexual partners. The norm in all

societies is heterosexuality, meaning sexual attraction to someone of the other sex.

Homosexuality refers to sexual attraction to someone of the same sex. Bisexuality refers to

sexual attraction to people of both sexes. Asexuality means no sexual attraction to people of

either sex.

4.1 What Gives Us a Sexual Orientation?

The arguments in answer to this question cluster around two general, opposite

positions:

4.1.1 Sexual Orientation: A Product of Society

This approach argues that people in any society construct a set of meanings

that lets them make sense of sexuality.

4.1.2 Sexual Orientation: A Product of Biology

This view is that sexual orientation is innate, that is, it is rooted in human

biology. Sexual orientation is most likely derived from both society and

biology.
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4.2 How Many Gay People Are There?

In light of the Kinsey studies, many social scientists estimate that 10 percent of the

population is gay, but more recent investigations emphasize that the figure is

influenced by how one operationalizeshomosexuality.

4.3 The Gay Rights Movement

In recent decades, the public attitude toward homosexuality has been moving towards

greater acceptance due to the gay rights movement that arose in the middle of the

twentieth century. The gay rights movement also began using the term homophobia to

describe the dread of close personal interaction with people thought to be gay, lesbian,

or bisexual.

5. Sexual Issues and Controversies

Sexuality lies at the heart of a number of controversies in the United States.

5.1 Teen Pregnancy

Surveys indicate that while 1 million U.S. teens become pregnant each year, most did

not intend to. Today, most teenagers who become pregnant are not married.

5.2 Pornography

Pornography refers to sexually explicit material that causes sexual arousal.

Pornography is popular in the United States. Traditionally, people have criticized

pornography on moral grounds. Other critics see pornography as a cause of violence

against women. Pressure to restrict pornography is building from a coalition of

conservatives (who oppose it on moral grounds) and progressives (who condemn it

for political reasons).

5.3 Prostitution

Prostitution is the selling of sexual services. Around the world, prostitution is greatest

in poor countries where patriarchy is strong and traditional cultural norms limit

womens ability to earn a living.
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5.3.1 Types of Prostitution

Prostitutes fall into different categories, from call girls to street walkers.

5.3.2 A Victimless Crime?

Prostitution is against the law almost everywhere in the United States, but

many people consider it a victimless crime

5.4 Sexual Violence: Rape and Date Rape

Sexual violence, which ranges from verbal abuse to rape and assault, is widespread in

the United States.

5.4.1 Rape

Rape is actually an expression of power.

5.4.2 Date Rape

Date rape refers to forcible sexual violence against women by men they know.

6. Theoretical Analysis of Sexuality

6.1 Structural-Functional Analysis

From a biological perspective, sex allows our species to reproduce. But culture

and social institutions regulate with whom and when people reproduce

Latent Functions: The Case of Prostitution - According to Kingsley Davis, prostitution is

widespread because of its latent function. This approach ignores the great diversity of sexual

ideas and practices found within every society. Moreover, sexual patterns change over time,

just as they differ around the world

6.2 Symbolic-Interaction Analysis

The symbolic-interaction approach highlights how, as people interact, they construct

everyday reality, including the changing views of sexuality.
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6.2.1 The Social Construction of Sexuality

Almost all social patterns involving sexuality have seen considerable change

over the course of the twentieth century.

6.2.2 Global Comparisons

The broader our view, the more variation we see in the meanings people attach

to sexuality. The strength of the symbolic-interaction approach lies in

revealing the constructed character of familiar social patterns. One limitation

to this approach is that not everything is so variable

6.3 Social-Conflict Analysis

The social-conflict approach shows how sexuality reflects patterns of social inequality

and also how it helps perpetuate them.

6.3.1 Sexuality: Reflecting Social Inequality

We might wonder if so many women would be involved in prostitution at all if

they had economic opportunities equal to those of men.

6.3.2 Sexuality: Creating Social Inequality

Defining women in sexual terms amounts to devaluing them from full human

beings into objects of mens interest and attention.

6.3.3 Queer Theory

Queer theory refers to a growing body of knowledge that challenges an

allegedly heterosexual bias in sociology. This orientation begins with the

assertion that our society is characterized by heterosexism, a view stigmatizing

anyone who is not heterosexual as queer. Applying the social-conflict

approach shows how sexuality is both a cause and effect of inequality. But this

approach overlooks the fact that sexuality is not a power issue for everyone

And this paradigm ignores the progress our society has made toward

eliminating injustice
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Topic : Deviance

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Define deviance

 Evaluate the general biological and psychological explanations of deviance and criminality.

 Explain Mertons strain theory of deviance and identify and describe four types of deviant

responses.

 Evaluate the consequences of the medicalization of deviance

 Describe Hirschis four types of social control.

 Discuss how racial and ethnic hostility motivates hate crimes.

Definition/Overview:

Deviance: Deviance describes actions or behaviors that violate cultural norms including

formally-enacted rules (e.g., crime) as well as informal violations of social norms (e.g., nose-

picking). It is the remit of sociologists and criminologists to study how these norms are

created; how they change over time; and how they are enforced.

Key Points:

1. What Is Deviance?

Deviance is defined as the recognized violation of cultural norms. One category of deviance

is crime, the violation of a societys formally enacted criminal law. What all deviant actions or

attitudes have in common is some element of difference that causes us to regard another

person as an outsider. Not all deviance involves action or even choice

1.1 Social Control

All of us are subject to social control, attempts by society to regulate peoples thought

and behavior. Cases of serious deviance may provoke action by the criminal justice

system, a formal response by police, courts, and prison officials to alleged violations

of the law.
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1.2 The Biological Context

Early interest in criminality focused on biological causes; witness the work of

Lombroso, Sheldon, and the Gluecks. Today, genetic research seeks possible links

between biology and crime At best, biological theories offer a very limited

explanation of crime

1.3 Personality Factors

Reckless and Dinitzs containment theory suggests that strong moral standards and

positive self-image can keep boys from becoming delinquent. Most serious crimes are

committed by people who are psychologically normal.

1.4 The Social Foundations of Deviance

Deviance, like conformity, is shaped by society. There are three social foundations of

deviance:

o Deviance varies according to cultural norms.

o People become deviant as others define them that way.

o Both norms and the way people define them involve social power.

2. The Functions of Deviance: Structural-Functional Analysis

The key insight of the structural-functional approach is that deviance is a necessary element

of social organization.

2.1 Durkheims Basic Insight

Emile Durkheim made the surprising statement that there is nothing abnormal about

deviance, and, in fact, it performs four essential functions:

o Deviance affirms cultural values and norms.

o Responding to deviance clarifies moral boundaries.

o Responding to deviance brings people together.

o Deviance encourages social change
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Kai Eriksons classic study of the Puritans of Massachusetts Bay brings Durkheims

theory to life Deviance may be found in every society, but the kind of deviance

people generate depends on the moral issues they seek to clarify.

2.2 Mertons Strain Theory

The strain between our cultures emphasis on wealth and the limited opportunity to get

rich gives rise, especially among the poor, to theft, the sale of drugs, or other street

crime Conformity lies in pursuing conventional goals through approved means.

Merton specified four responses where the individual fails to do this:

o innovation.

o ritualism.

o retreatism.

o rebellion.

2.3 Deviant Subcultures

Cloward and Ohlin extended Mertons theory, proposing that access to illegitimate

opportunities for success is also problematic. As a result of this, three different types

of delinquent subcultures may arise: criminal subcultures, conflict subcultures, and

retreatist subcultures. Albert Cohen suggests that delinquency is most pronounced in

lower-class youths because they have the least opportunity to achieve conventional

success. Walter Miller characterizes deviant subcultures in terms of trouble,

toughness, smartness, a need for excitement, a belief in fate, and a desire for freedom.

Elijah Anderson explains that in poor urban neighborhoods, most people manage to

conform to conventional (decent) values.

Durkheims work remains important, but communities do not always come together in

reaction to crime Mertons theory explains some types of crime better than others, and

ignores the fact that not everyone seeks success in conventional terms of wealth. The

general argument that deviance reflects the opportunity structure of society falls short

in assuming that everyone shares the same cultural standards for judging right and

wrong; it focuses undue attention on the behavior of the poor and falsely implies that

everyone who breaks the rules will be defined as deviant.
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3. Labeling Deviance: The Symbolic-Interaction Approach

The symbolic-interaction approach explains how people define deviance in everyday

situations.

3.1 Labeling Theory

The central contribution of symbolic-interaction analysis is labeling theory, the

assertion that deviance and conformity result not so much from what people do as

from how others respond to those actions.

3.1.1 Primary and Secondary Deviance

Primary deviance refers to passing episodes of norm violation; secondary

deviance is when an individual repeatedly violates a norm and begins to take

on a deviant identity.

3.1.2 Stigma

A stigma is a powerful negative social label that radically changes a persons

self-concept and social identity, operating as a master status. Stigmas are often

attached in formal rituals called degradation ceremonies.

3.1.3 Retrospective and Projective Labeling

Stigmas are deepened by retrospective labeling, the interpretation of someones

past consistent with present deviance People may also engage in projective

labeling.

3.1.4 Labeling Difference as Deviance

Thomas Szasz argues that mentally ill is a label we attach to people

who are only different and concludes that we should abandon the

concept of mental illness entirely.
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3.2 The Medicalization of Deviance

The medicalization of deviance is the transformation of moral and legal issues into a

medical condition.

3.2.1 The Difference Labels Make

Whether deviance is defined morally or medically has three profound

consequences:

▪ It affects who responds to deviance

▪ It affects how people respond to deviance

▪ It affects whether the deviant is regarded as being personally competent.

3.3 Sutherlands Differential Association Theory

Edwin Sutherlands differential association theory suggests that all deviance is learned

in groups.

3.4 Hirschis Control Theory

Control theory states that social control depends on imagining the consequences of

ones behavior. Hirschi asserts that conformity arises from four types of social

controls:

o attachment

o commitment

o involvement

o belief

Labeling theory is most applicable to minor forms of deviance The consequences of

deviant labeling may vary. Not everyone resists deviant labeling.
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4. Deviance and Inequality: Social-Conflict Analysis

The social-conflict approach links deviance to social inequality: who or what is labeled

deviant depends on which categories of people hold power in a society.

4.1 Deviance and Power

The norms of any society generally reflect the interests of the rich and powerful. The

powerful have the resources to resist deviant labeling. The laws may be inherently

unfair.

4.2 Deviance and Capitalism

Steven Spitzer suggests that deviant labels are chiefly applied to those who impede

the operation of capitalism.

4.3 White-Collar Crime

White-collar crime consists of crimes committed by persons of high social position in

the course of their occupations. It is usually controlled by civil rather than criminal

law. Most white-collar criminals are treated leniently.

4.4 Corporate Crime

Corporate crime refers to the illegal actions of a corporation or people acting on its

behalf.

4.5 Organized Crime

Organized crime is a business supplying illegal goods or services. Social conflict

analysis falsely assumes that laws benefit only the rich. It implies that crime arises

only in societies that treat their members unequally.

5. Deviance, Race, and Gender

What people consider deviant reflects the relative power and privilege of different categories

of people
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5.1 Hate Crimes

The term hate crime refers to a criminal act against a person or a persons property by

an offender motivated by racial or other bias.

5.2 The Feminist Perspective: Deviance and Gender

Gender is an important variable affecting deviant labeling and other aspects of deviant

behavior.

6. Crime

Crime involves two components, the act itself and the criminal intent or mens rea.

6.1 Types of Crime

o Crimes against the person involve direct violence or the threat of violence against others.

o Crimes against property involve theft of property belonging to others.

o Victimless crimes are violations of law in which there are no readily apparent victims.

6.2 Criminal Statistics

Criminal statistics show crime rising between 1960 and 1990, and then declining

through 20 Victimization surveys may provide more accurate data

6.3 The Street Criminal: A Profile

o Age: Official crime rates rise sharply during adolescence and peak in the late teens, falling

thereafter.

o Gender: Men are arrested more than twice as often as women for property crimes. In the case

of violent crimes, the disparity is even greater, with a five-to-one ratio.

o Social class: Street crime is more widespread among people of lower social position.

However, the link between class and crime is more complicated than it appears on the surface

o Race and ethnicity: Both race and ethnicity are strongly correlated to crime rates, although

the reasons are many and complex.

o
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6.4 Crime in Global Perspective

By world standards, the U.S. crime rate is high. Two factors which may help to

explain this are:

o our cultures emphasis on individual economic success.

o the extensive private ownership of guns.

7. The U.S. Criminal Justice System

The criminal justice system is a societys formal response to crime There are a number of key

elements of this system:

7.1 Due Process

Due process involves the idea that the criminal justice system must operate within the

bounds of law, and is guided by the Bill of Rights. Anyone charged with a crime must

receive fair notice of the proceedings, a hearing on the charges, and a judge or jury

that weighs evidence impartially.

7.2 Police

The police serve as the primary point of contact between the population and the

criminal justice system. Police quickly size up a situation in terms of six factors:

o How serious is the alleged crime?

o What is the victims preference with regard to making an arrest?

o Is the suspect cooperative?

o Have they arrested the suspect before?

o Are bystanders present?

o What is the suspects race?

7.3 Courts

After arrest, a court determines the guilt or innocence of the accused. In practice,

about 90 percent of criminal cases are resolved through plea bargaining, a legal
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negotiation in which the prosecution reduces a defendants charge in exchange for a

guilty plea.

7.4 Punishment

There are four basic reasons to punish:

o Retribution is an act of moral vengeance by which society subjects an offender to suffering

comparable to that caused by the offense.

o Deterrence is the attempt to discourage criminality through punishment. Specific deterrence

demonstrates to the individual offender that crime does not pay. In general deterrence, the

punishment of one person serves as an example to others.

o Rehabilitation involves reforming the offender to prevent subsequent offenses.

o Societal protection is rendering an offender incapable of further offenses temporarily through

incarceration or permanently by execution. Punishment deters some crime, yet our society

has a high rate of criminal recidivism subsequent offenses by people convicted of crimes. The

death penalty has limited value as a general deterrent. Prisons do little to reshape attitudes or

behavior in the long run.

7.5 Community-Based Corrections

One alternative to the traditional prison is community-based corrections, correctional

programs operating within society at large rather than behind prison walls. There are

several types of community-based corrections:

o Probation is a policy of permitting a convicted offender to remain in the community under

conditions imposed by a court, including regular supervision.

o Shock probation is a policy by which a judge orders a convicted offender to prison for a short

time and then suspends the remainder of the sentence in favor of probation.

o Parole is a policy of releasing inmates from prison to serve the remainder of their sentences

under supervision in the local community.

o Evaluations of probation and parole are mixed. The sobering truth is that the criminal justice

system cannot eliminate crime.

 In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:
Social Stratification

Global Stratification
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Gender Stratification

Topic : Social Stratification

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 explain the four basic principles of social stratification.

 distinguish between caste and class systems.

 explain the role of ideology in social stratification.

 identify and describe Max Webers three dimensions of inequality.

 explain the historical significance of Kuznets Curve in reference to stratification.

 identify and describe the dimensions of social class in the United States.

 distinguish between absolute and relative poverty.

 discuss the extent of poverty in the United States.

Definition/Overview:

Social stratification: Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of social classes,

castes and strata within a society. While these hierarchies are not universal to all societies,

they are the norm among state-level cultures (as distinguished from hunter-gatherers or other

social arrangements).

Key Points:

1. What Is Social Stratification?

Social stratification refers to a system by which a society ranks categories of people in a

hierarchy, and involves four principles:

 Social stratification is a trait of society, not simply a reflection of individual differences.

 Social stratification persists over generations. Some individuals, especially in industrial

societies, experience social mobility, a change in ones position in the social hierarchy.

 Social stratification is universal but variable

 Social stratification involves not just inequality but beliefs.
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2. Caste and Class Systems

Sociologists distinguish between closed systems, which allow for little change in social

position, and open systems, which permit some social mobility.

2.1 The Caste System

A caste system amounts to social stratification based on ascription or birth. Many of

the worlds societies, most of them agrarian, approximate caste systems, as does India,

at least in its traditional villages. These caste systems shape peoples lives in four

crucial ways:

o Caste largely determines the direction of a persons life

o Caste systems generally mandate endogamy.

o Caste systems limit out-group social contacts.

o Powerful cultural beliefs underlie caste systems.

Caste systems are typical of agrarian societies because agriculture demands a lifelong routine

of hard work.

2.2 The Class System

Modern economies depend on developing peoples talents, which gives rise to a class

system, social stratification based on both birth and individual achievement.

2.2.1 Meritocracy

Compared to agrarian societies, where caste is the rule, industrial societies

move toward meritocracy, social stratification based on personal merit.

2.2.2 Status Consistency

Status consistency refers to the degree of consistency in a persons standing

across various dimensions of social inequality. Status consistency is lower in

class systems than in caste systems.
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2.3 Caste and Class: The United Kingdom

The mix of meritocracy and caste in class systems is well illustrated by the United

Kingdom.

2.3.1 The Estate System

During the Middle Ages, England had a castelike system of three estates:

▪ The first estate was the hereditary nobility.

▪ The second estate was the clergy.

▪ The third estate was the commoners.

2.3.2 The United Kingdom Today

The United Kingdom is a class society, but it retains important

elements of its former caste system.

2.4 Classless Societies? The Former Soviet Union

Nowhere in the world do we find a society without some degree of social inequality,

yet some nations have claimed that they are classless.

2.4.1 The Russian Revolution

Although the former Soviet Union claimed to be classless, the jobs people

held actually fell into four unequal categories: apparatchiks or high

government officials, Soviet intelligentsia, manual workers, and rural

peasantry.

2.4.2 The Modern Russian Federation

In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev came to power with a new economic program

known as perestroika, meaning restructuring. Gorbachevs economic reforms

turned into one of the most dramatic social movements in history. The former

Soviet Unions story shows that social inequality involves more than economic
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resources. This illustrates what sociologists call structural social mobility, a

shift in the social position of large numbers of people due more to changes in

society itself than to individual effort.

2.5 China: Emerging Social Classes

Sweeping political and economic change has affected the Peoples Republic of China:

A new class system is emerging with a mix of the old political hierarchy and a new

business hierarchy.

2.6 Ideology: The Power Behind Stratification

o Stratification persists because it is backed up by an ideology, cultural beliefs that justify

social stratification.

o Plato and Marx on Ideology

o Plato explained that every culture considers some type of inequality fair. Marx understood

this fact, although he was far more critical of inequality than Plato.

o Historical Patterns of Ideology

o Ideology changes as a societys economy and technology change

3. The Functions of Social Stratification

3.1 The Davis-Moore Thesis

The Davis-Moore thesis is the assertion that social stratification has beneficial

consequences for the operations of a society. It is difficult to specify the functional

importance of a given occupation; some are clearly over- or under-rewarded. This

thesis ignores how social stratification can prevent the development of individual

talents and how social inequality may promote conflict and revolution.

4. Stratification and Conflict

Social conflict analysis argues that, rather than benefiting society as a whole, stratification

provides some people with advantages over others.
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4.1 Karl Marx: Class Conflict

Marx saw classes as defined by peoples relationship to the means of production.

Capitalists, or the bourgeoisie, are people who own factories and other productive

businesses. The proletarians sell their productive labor to the capitalists. Under

capitalism, work produces only alienation, the experience of isolation and misery

resulting from powerlessness. To replace capitalism, Marx imagined a socialist

system to meet the needs of all rather than just a few. Marxism is revolutionary and

highly controversial. This point of view has been criticized for failing to recognize

that a system of unequal rewards may be necessary to motivate people to perform

their social roles effectively. The revolutionary developments Marx considered

inevitable within capitalist societies have failed to happen.

4.2 Why No Marxist Revolution?

Ralf Dahrendorf has proposed four reasons why industrial workers have not

overthrown capitalism:

o The fragmentation of the capitalist class has given more people a stake in the system.

o A higher standard of living has emerged; blue-collar occupations have declined, while white-

collar occupations have expanded.

o Workers are better organized than they were in Marxs day and their unions have been able to

fight for reform.

o More extensive legal protection has been provided to workers.

Supporters of Marxist thought respond that wealth remains highly concentrated;

white-collar jobs offer no more income, security, or satisfaction than blue-collar jobs

did a century ago; class conflict continues between workers and management; and the

laws still protect the private property of the rich.

4.3 Max Weber: Class, Status, and Power

Max Weber identified three distinct dimensions of stratification: class, status, and

power.
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4.3.1 The Socioeconomic Status Hierarchy

Following Weber, many sociologists use the term socioeconomic status, a

composite ranking based on various dimensions of social inequality.

4.3.2 Inequality in History

Weber noted that each of his three dimensions of social inequality stands out

at different points in the evolution of human societies. Although social class

boundaries may have blurred, all industrial nations still show striking patterns

of social inequality. Income inequality has increased in recent years, and

because of this trend, some think Marxs view of the rich versus the poor is

correct.

5. Stratification and Interaction

Because social stratification has to do with the way an entire society is organized,

sociologists (Marx and Weber included) typically treat it as a macro-level issue, but a micro-

level analysis is also important. In most communities, people interact primarily with others of

about the same social standing. Sociologists use the term conspicuous consumption to refer to

buying and using products with an eye to the statement they make about social position. A

micro-level analysis of social stratification helps us see patterns of social inequality in our

everyday lives, but the limitation of this approach is that it has little to say about how and

why broad patterns of social inequality exist, which is the focus of the structural-functional

and social conflict approaches.

6. Stratification and Technology: A Global Perspective

6 .1 Hunting and Gathering Societies

With simple technology, hunters and gatherers produce only what is necessary for

day-to-day living and no categories of people are better off than others.
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6.2 Horticultural, Pastoral, and Agrarian Societies

As technological advances create a surplus, social inequality increases. In

horticultural and pastoral societies, a small elite controls most of the surplus; larger

scale agriculture is more productive still and striking inequality emerges.

6.3 Industrial Societies

Industrialization pushes inequality downward Over time, even wealth becomes less

concentrated. Later, however, social inequality turns upward again.

6.4 The Kuznets Curve

In human history, technological advances first increase but then moderate the

intensity of social stratification. Greater inequality is functional for agrarian societies,

but industrial societies benefit from a less unequal system. This historical trend is

illustrated by the Kuznets Curve, recognized by economist Simon Kuznets. Social

inequality around the world generally confirms the Kuznets curve, but the

postindustrial era reflects increasing social inequality.

7. Inequality in the United States

U.S. society is highly stratified. Many people think the United States is a middle-class

society, but is this really the case?

7.1 Income, Wealth, and Power

One important dimension of economic inequality is income, wages or salary from

work and earnings from investments. U.S. society has more income inequality than

most other industrial societies. Income is only one component of a persons or familys

wealth, the total value of money and other assets, minus outstanding debts. Wealth is

distributed even less equally than income Power is also unequally distributed.
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7.2 Schooling

Schooling affects both occupation and income

7.3 Occupational Prestige

Occupation serves as a key source of social prestige because we commonly evaluate

each other according to what we do.

7.4 Ancestry, Race, and Gender

Family is our point of entry into the social system. Race is closely linked to social

position in the United States. Historically, people of English ancestry have enjoyed

the most wealth and wielded the greatest power in the United States. Both men and

women are found in families at every social level, yet on average, women have less

income, wealth, and occupational prestige than men.

8. Social Class in the United States

Defining classes in the United States is difficult because of the relatively low level of status

consistency and because social position may change during a persons lifetime With these and

other problems in mind, we can describe four general rankings:

8.1 The Upper Class

Historically, although to a lesser extent today, the upper class has been composed of

white Anglo-Saxon Protestants.

8.1.1 Upper-uppers

The upper-upper class, sometimes called blue bloods or simply society,

includes less than 1 percent of the U.S. population.
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8.1.2 Lower-uppers

Most upper-class people actually fall into this category, constituting 3 to 4

percent of the U.S. population. The major difference between this group and

the upper-uppers is that lower-uppers are the working richthey rely on

earnings rather than inherited wealth.

8.2 The Middle Class

Including 40 to 45 percent of the U.S. population, the large middle class has a

tremendous influence on our culture

8.2.1 Upper-middles

The members of this group have an above-average income in the range of

$100,000 to $185,000 a year.

8.2.2 Average-middles

The members of this group typically work in less prestigious white-collar

occupations or in highly skilled blue-collar jobs. Household income is

between $45,000 and $100,000 a year, which is about the national average

8.3 The Working Class

About one-third of the population is working class (sometimes called the lower-

middle class). Their blue-collar jobs yield an income of between $25,000 and $45,000

a year.

8.4 The Lower Class

The lower class make up close to 13 percent of our population. Millions morecalled

the working poorare slightly better off. Low income makes their lives unstable and

insecure
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9. The Difference Class Makes

9.1 Health

Richer people live, on average, seven years longer because they eat more nutritious

food, live in safer and less stressful environments, and receive better medical care

9.2 Values and Attitudes

Affluent people with greater education and financial security are more tolerant of

controversial behavior, while working-class people tend to be less tolerant. More

privileged people support the Republican party, while people with fewer advantages

favor the Democrats. Well-off people tend to be more conservative on economic

issues but more liberal on social issues. The reverse is true for those people of lower

social standing. Higher-income people are more likely to vote and join political

organizations than people in the lower class.

9.3 Politics

Political attitudes follow class lines, but the pattern is complex. A clearer pattern

emerges when it comes to political involvement. Higher income people, who are

better served by the system, are more likely to vote and join political organizations

than people with lower incomes.

9.4 Family and Gender

Most lower-class families are somewhat larger than middle-class families. Working-

class parents encourage conventional norms and respect for authority, whereas parents

of higher social standing transmit a different cultural capital to their children,

stressing individuality and imagination.

10. Social Mobility

Intragenerationalsocial mobility is a change in social position occurring during a persons

lifetime; intergenerational social mobility is upward or downward social mobility of children

in relation to parents.
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10.1 Myth Versus Reality

Research points to four general conclusions about social mobility in the United

States:

o Social mobility, at least among men, has been fairly high.

o The long-term trend in social mobility has been upward

o Within a single generation, social mobility is usually small.

o Social mobility since the 1970s has been uneven.

10.2 Mobility by Income Level

Mobility varies by income level.

10.3 Mobility: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender

Mobility varies by race, ethnicity, and gender.

10.4 Mobility and Marriage

Research points to the conclusion that marriage has an important effect on social

standing. It is likely that, compared to single people, married men and women work

harder in their jobs and save more money. Just as marriage pushes social standing

upward, divorce usually makes social position go down.

10.5 The American Dream: Still a Reality?

The expectation of upward social mobility is deeply rooted in our culture Recently,

there have been some disturbing trends:

o For many workers, earnings have stalled.

o More jobs offer little income

o Young people are remaining at home
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10.6 The Global Economy and the U.S. Class Structure

Much of the industrial production that gave U.S. workers high-paying jobs a

generation ago has moved overseas. In their place, the economy now offers service

work, which often pays far less.

11. Poverty in the United States

Relative poverty refers to the deprivation of some people in relation to those who have more

Absolute poverty is a deprivation of resources that is life-threatening.

11.1 The Extent of Poverty

In 2005, 6 percent of the U.S. population was tallied as poor. This means that the

typical poor family had to get by on less than $12,0

11.2 Who Are the Poor?

Although there is no single profile of poor people, poverty is pronounced among

certain categories of our population.

11.2.1 Age

Thirty-five percent of the U.S. poor are children.

11.2.2 Race and Ethnicity

African Americans are about three times as likely as non-Hispanic whites to

be poor.

11.2.3 Gender and Family Patterns

The feminization of poverty is the trend by which women represent an

increasing proportion of the poor.

11.2.4 Urban and Rural Poverty

The greatest concentration of poverty is found in central cities.
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11.3 Explaining Poverty

11.3.1 One View: Blame the Poor

Regarding the cause of poverty, one view sees the poor as mostly responsible

for their own poverty. The observation can be made that the poor become

trapped in a culture of poverty, a lower-class subculture that can destroy

peoples ambition.

11.3.2 Another View: Blame Society

Another point of view is that society is primarily responsible for poverty. Most

of the evidence suggests that society rather than the individual is primarily

responsible for poverty. The reasons that people do not work seem consistent

with the blame society position. As a category, the working poor involves two-

and-a-half percent of full-time workers who earn so little that they remain

poor.

11.4 The Working Poor

Not all poor people are jobless, and the working poor command the sympathy and

support of people on both sides of the poverty debate

11.5 Homelessness

There is no precise count of homeless people, but perhaps as many as 5 million people

are homeless at some time during the course of a year. Both personality traits and

societal factors are among the causes of homelessness.

Topic : Global Stratification

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 distinguish between the high-income countries, the middle-income countries, and the low-

income countries.

 examine the severity of global poverty.
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 examine the special problems of women and children living in poverty in the worlds less- and

least-developed nations.

 identify correlates of global poverty.

 compare and contrast modernization theory and dependency theory.

 identify and describe Rostows stages of modernization.

 discuss Wallersteins model of the capitalist world economy.

Definition/Overview:

Global Stratification:Historically, wealth flowed from poor societies to rich nations through

colonialism,...during the twentieth century, exploitation continues through

neocolonialism...economic exploitation by multinational corporations. Global stratification

appears to be a type of international class system. In most cases the class system remains

stable for many centuries due to tradition, religion or economic structure.

Key Points:

1. Global Stratification: An Overview

We can understand the full dimension of poverty only by exploring global stratification,

which is patterns of social inequality in the world as a whole In global perspective, the

distribution of wealth is extremely uneven.

1.1 A word about Terminology

Different types of terminology have been used by scholars to divide the nations of the

world into several broad categories based on their level of economic development.

The traditional typology of the first, second, and third world is no longer as valid as it

once was. A revised system of classification involves the categories of high-income

countries, middle-income countries, and low-income countries.

1.2 High-Income Countries

The high-income countries are the relatively rich, industrialized nations. They include

most of Western Europe, Canada, the United States, Japan, Australia, and New

Zealand
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1.3 Middle-Income Countries

The middle-income countries are characterized by per capita incomes between $2,500

and $10,000 per year. They have experienced some industrialization, but agriculture

remains important in their economies. These countries include the former Soviet

Union and the nations of Eastern Europe, the oil-producing nations of the Middle

East, Venezuela and Brazil in South America, and Algeria and Botswana in Africa

1.4 Low-Income Countries

The low-income countries are primarily agrarian societies with little industry. Most of

the people are very poor. These countries are found in Central and Eastern Africa and

in Asia

2. Global Wealth and Poverty

Poverty in poor countries is more severe than it is in the rich countries.

2.1 The Severity of Poverty

A key reason that quality of life differs so much around the world is that economic

productivity is lowest in precisely those regions where population growth is highest.

2.1.1 Relative Versus Absolute Poverty

This distinction has an important application to global inequality. Relative

poverty is more salient in the more developed countries. Absolute poverty, on

the other hand, is a particularly serious problem in the poorest nations.

2.2 The Extent of Poverty

Poverty in poor countries is more extensive than it is in rich nations such as the

United States. This contributes to serious problems of hunger and starvation in these

societies.

2.3 Poverty and Children

The extent and severity of child poverty is greatest in the low-income countries.
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2.4 Poverty and Women

Women in the poorer nations experience particularly severe poverty.

2.5 Slavery

Anti-Slavery International distinguishes four types of slavery:

o In chattel slavery, one person owns another.

o Child slavery includes abandoned children or those living on the street.

o Debt bondage occurs where people are paid less than they are charged for food

o Servile forms of marriage are also considered slavery.

2.6 Explanations of Global Poverty

Certain facts help us to understand what accounts for severe and extensive poverty

throughout much of the world:

o Technology is limited.

o Population growth is dramatic.

o Cultural patterns emphasize tradition.

o Social stratification is very pronounced.

o Gender inequalities are also dramatic.

o Global power relationships handicap the poorest nations.

Historically, wealth flowed from poor societies to rich nations through colonialism,

the process by which some nations enrich themselves through political and economic

control of other nations. Exploitation continues through neocolonialism, a new form

of global power relationship that involves not direct political control but economic

exploitations by multinational corporations, huge businesses that operate in many

countries.

3. Global Stratification: Theoretical Analysis

There are two major explanations for the unequal distribution of the worlds wealth and

power: modernization theory and dependency theory.
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3.1 Modernization Theory

Modernization theory is a model of economic and social development that explains

global inequality in terms of technological and cultural differences among nations.

3.1.1 Historical Perspective

The development of industrial technology has raised the standard of living of

even poor people in high-income societies.

3.1.2 The Importance of Culture

Modernization theory identifies tradition as the greatest barrier to economic

development.

3.1.3 Rostows Stages of Modernization

According to W.W.Rostow, modernization occurs in four stages:

▪ traditional stage

▪ take-off stage

▪ drive to technological maturity

▪ high mass consumption

3.1.4 The Role of Rich Nations

Modernization theory claims that high-income countries play four important

roles in global economic development:

▪ helping control population

▪ increasing food production

▪ introducing industrial technology

▪ providing foreign aid
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Modernization theory has been widely supported among social scientists. It has

heavily influenced the foreign policies of the richer nations. It has been attacked as a

thinly veiled defense of capitalism. It ignores global forces that thwart the

development of the poorer nations. It largely ignores the way in which all nations are

linked through the global economy. It holds up the developed world as a model that

all nations should emulate, reflecting an ethnocentric bias. It blames victims for their

own economic problems.

3.2 Dependency Theory

Dependency theory is a model of economic and social development that explains

global inequality in terms of the historical exploitation of poor societies by rich ones.

3.2.1 Historical Perspective

The economic success of many wealthier nations was achieved at the expense

of the poorer countries.

3.2.2 The Importance of Colonialism

Formal colonialism has almost disappeared from the world, but

neocolonialism is the essence of the capitalist world economy.

3.2.3 Wallersteins Capitalist World Economy

Rich nations are the core of the world economy. Low-income nations are at

the periphery of the world economy. The dependency of the peripheral nations

results from:

▪ narrow, export-oriented economies

▪ lack of industrial capacity

▪ foreign debt
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3.2.4 The Role of Rich Nations

Rich nations have contributed to global inequality by their single-minded

pursuit of profit. Dependency theory correctly emphasizes the

interdependency of the worlds societies. This theory treats wealth as a zero-

sum commodity. It predicts that countries with the strongest ties to rich

nations should be the poorest, but this is not the case Dependency theory

ignores the role of traditional culture in maintaining poverty. This theory

downplays the economic dependency fostered by the former Soviet Union.

The policy implications of dependency theory are vague

4. Global Stratification: Looking Ahead

Modernization theory is correct in arguing that global inequality is also a problem of

distribution and politics. Dependency theory is correct in claiming that global inequality is

also a problem of distribution and politics.

Topic : Gender Stratification

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 define stratification.

 define the concepts of patriarchy, matriarchy, sexism, and institutionalized sexism.

 explain the concept of gender roles.

 discuss the role of the family, school, peer groups, and the mass media in the socialization of

gender roles.

 examine ways in which women experience inequality and discrimination in occupations,

economics, education, politics, and the military.

 discuss the special problems of minority women.

Definition/Overview:

Gender Stratification:Gender stratification, cuts across all aspects of social life, cuts across

all social classes, and refers to men and women's unequal access to power, prestige, and

property on the basis of their sex.
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Key Points:

1. Gender and Inequality

Gender refers to the personal traits and social positions that members of a society attach to

being female and male Gender also involves hierarchy. Gender stratification refers to the

unequal distribution of wealth, power, and privilege between men and women.

1.1 Male-Female Differences

It is important not to think of social differences between the sexes exclusively in

biological terms. Biologically, men and women differ in limited ways, but culture can

define the two sexes in dramatically different ways.

1.2 Gender in Global Perspective

1.2.1 The Israeli Kibbutz

In Israel, collective Jewish settlements are called kibbutzim. Members of

kibbutzim consider gender irrelevant to most of everyday life

1.2.2 Margaret Meads Research

Anthropologist Margaret Mead carried out groundbreaking research on

gender, determining that gender varies across cultures. Among the Arapesh,

both sexes would be described by Americans as feminine Among the

Mundugumor, both sexes would be described by Americans as masculine

Among the Tchambuli, gender roles reverse by American standards. Critics

charge that Mead oversimplified the implications of gender.

1.2.3 George Murdocks Research

George Murdock surveyed over 200 societies and found substantial but not

complete agreement concerning which tasks are feminine or masculine What

is considered to be female or male is mostly a creation of society.
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1.3 Patriarchy and Sexism

Patriarchy is a form of social organization in which males dominate females.

Matriarchy is a form of social organization in which females dominate males. The

latter form has never been documented in human history. Sexism is the belief that one

sex is innately superior to the other. It underlies patriarchy and harms men, women,

and the society as a whole

1.3.1 The Costs of Sexism

Sexism stunts the talents and limits the ambition of women, who represent half

the population. Although men benefit in some respects from sexism, privilege

comes at a high price, especially in terms of intimacy and trust.

1.3.2 Must Patriarchy Go On?

Patriarchy is not inevitable because modern technology has eliminated most of

the historic justifications for it.

2. Gender and Socialization

Gender roles (or sex roles) are attitudes and activities that a society links to each sex.

2.1 Gender and the Family

Parents treat male and female children differently from birth.

2.2 Gender and the Peer Group

Peer groups reinforce gender differences. Boys and girls play different kinds of games

and learn different styles of moral reasoning from games.

2.3 Gender and Schooling

Curricula in schools further reinforce a cultures gender roles.
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2.4 Gender and the Mass Media

The mass media, especially television, also serve to reinforce a cultures gender roles.

3. Gender and Social Stratification

3.1 Working Women and Men

In the United States and other industrial societies, women working for income is now

the rule rather than the exception. Fifty-nine percent of American women are in the

labor force

3.2 Gender and Occupations

Women continue to enter a narrow range of occupations, with almost half in clerical

or service work. Furthermore, the greater a jobs income and prestige, the more likely

it is that the position will be held by a male

3.3 Gender, Income, and Wealth

The average female full-time worker earns about 77 cents for every dollar earned by a

male full-time employee Most of this results from the different kinds of jobs held by

men vs. women. The greater responsibility for family and childcare tasks that our

society has traditionally assigned to women is another factor explaining the earning

differential. Another crucial factor is discrimination.

3.4 Housework: Womens Second Shift

Womens entry into the labor market has not substantially reduced their involvement

in housework, as husbands have resisted increasing their participation in these tasks.

3.5 Gender and Education

College doors have opened for women: by 1980, women earned a majority of all

associates and bachelors degrees. On the other hand, our society still defines high-

paying professions as masculine; this helps to explain why an equal number of
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women and men begin most professional graduate programs, but women are less

likely to complete their degrees.

3.6 Gender and Politics

Female involvement in politics is increasing, although very slowly at the highest

levels.

3.7 Gender and the Military

As technology blurs the distinction between combat and non-combat personnel,

women are taking on more military assignments, although equality has not yet been

achie5ed.

3.8 Are Women a Minority?

A minority is any category of people, characterized by physical or cultural

differences, that a society sets apart and subordinates. While women fit the definition

of a minority group, most white women do not think of themselves in this way.

3.9 Minority Women: Intersection Theory

Minority women are doubly disadvantaged, as explained by intersection theory, the

investigation of the interplay of race, class, and gender, often resulting in multiple

dimensions of disadvantage

3.10 Violence Against Women

Family violence is still frequently directed at women. Gender violence is also an issue

on college and university campuses. Off-campus or on-campus, most gender-linked

violence occurs in the home Violence toward women also occurs in casual

relationships. In global perspective, violence against women is built into other

cultures in many different ways.
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3.11 Violence Against Men

If our way of life encourages violence against women, it may encourage even more

violence against men. Our culture tends to define masculinity in terms of aggression

and violence

3.12 Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment refers to comments, gestures, or physical contact of a sexual nature

that are deliberate, repeated, and unwelcome Women are more likely to be sexually

harassed than are men. Some harassment is blatant, but much of it is subtle

3.13 Pornography

Feminists define pornography as a form of sexual violence against women, arguing

that it demeans women and promotes rape

4. Theoretical Analysis of Gender

4.1 Structural-Functional Analysis

Structural-functional analysis suggests that traditional sex roles emerged in hunting

and gathering societies where they promoted the efficient functioning of the family.

Each sex played a role that complemented the role played by the other, with men

taking the instrumental part and women the expressi5e

4.1.1Talcott Parsons: Gender and Complementarity

Talcott Parsons argued that gender role complementarityhelps to integrate

society; that girls and boys are socialized into expressive and instrumental

roles respectively; and that social control reinforces gender-linked behavior.

This view has been criticized for ignoring the fact that many women have had

to work outside the home out of necessity, for ignoring the personal strains

and social costs produced by rigid gender roles, and for legitimizing the status

quo.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

80
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



4.2 Social-Conflict Analysis

Social-conflict analysis explains contemporary sex roles in terms of dominance,

subordination, and sexism.

4.2.1 Friedrich Engels: Gender and Class

This perspective draws heavily on the work of Friedrich Engels, who felt that

capitalism intensified male domination. This view has been criticized for

casting conventional families as morally evil, for minimizing the extent to

which people live happily in families, and for arguing, perhaps falsely, that

capitalism stands at the root of gender stratification.

5. Feminism

Feminism is the advocacy of social equality for men and women, in opposition to patriarchy

and sexism.

5.1 Basic Feminist Ideas

Although people who consider themselves feminists disagree about many things, most

support five general principles:

o working to increase equality

o expanding human choice

o eliminating gender stratification

o ending sexual violence

o promoting sexual freedom

5.2 Types of Feminism

Although feminists agree on the importance of gender equality, they disagree on how

to achieve it.

5.2.1 Liberal Feminism
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Liberal feminism is rooted in classic liberal thinking that individuals should be

free to develop their own talents and pursue their own interests.

5.2.2 Socialist Feminism

Socialist feminism regards capitalism as increasing patriarchy by

concentrating power in the hands of a small number of men.

5.2.3 Radical Feminism

Radical feminism finds liberal feminism inadequate, believing that gender

equality will be achieved only through the elimination of gender itself.

5.3 Opposition to Feminism

Opposition is primarily directed at the socialist and radical forms of feminism, while

support for liberal feminism is widesprea4 There is a trend toward greater gender

equality.

6. Gender: Looking Ahead

Change so far has been remarkable: We are seeing movement toward a society in which

women and men enjoy equal rights and opportunities. Todays economy depends a great deal

on the earnings of women. Despite real change, gender continues to involve controversy.

In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Race And Ethnicity

Economics And Politics

Family And Religion
Topic : Race And Ethnicity

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 define race, ethnicity, and minority.

 define the concepts of prejudice and discrimination and discuss how they are related to each

other.
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 explain how stereotypes contribute to prejudiced thinking.

 outline four theories of prejudice

 identify and describe four patterns of minority-majority interaction.

 summarize the social histories of the major U.S. minority groups.

 present arguments for and against affirmative action.

Definition/Overview:

Race: The term race or racial group usually refers to the categorization of humans into

populations or groups on the basis of various sets of heritable characteristics. The most

widely used human racial categories are based on salient traits (especially skin color, cranial

or facial features and hair texture), and self-identification.

Ethnic Group and Ethnicity:An ethnic group is a group of human beings whose members

identify with each other, through a common heritage that is real or presumed. Ethnic identity

is further marked by the recognition from others of a group's distinctiveness and the

recognition of common cultural, linguistic, religious, behavioral or biological traits, real or

presumed, as indicators of contrast to other groups. Ethnicity is an important means through

which people can identify themselves. According to "Challenges of Measuring an Ethnic

World: Science, politics, and reality", a conference organized by Statistics Canada and the

United States Census Bureau (April 1-3, 1992), "Ethnicity is a fundamental factor in human

life: it is a phenomenon inherent in human experience." However, many social scientists, like

anthropologists Fredrik Barthand Eric Wolf, do not consider ethnic identity to be universal.

They regard ethnicity as a product of specific kinds of inter-group interactions, rather than an

essential quality inherent to human groups. Processes that result in the emergence of such

identification are called ethnogenesis. Members of an ethnic group, on the whole, claim

cultural continuities over time, although historians and cultural anthropologists have

documented that many of the values, practices, and norms that imply continuity with the past

are of relatively recent invention.
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Key Points:

1. The Social Meaning of Race and Ethnicity

People frequently confuse the terms race and ethnicity.

1.1 Race

A race is a socially constructed category composed of people who share biologically

transmitted traits that members of a society consider important. Race is a significant

concept because most people regard it as very important.

1.1.1 Racial Types

Race came into being as a social category when nineteenth-century biologists

tried to construct racial types. Sociologists consider terms like Caucasoid,

Negroid, and Mongoloid as misleading at best because there are no

biologically pure races.

1.1.2 A Trend Toward Mixture

The number of officially recorded interracial births has tripled in the last three

decades. Although members of American society attach considerable

importance to race, biologically speaking, race has less and less meaning in

the United States.

1.2 Ethnicity

Ethnicity is a shared cultural heritage Ethnicity involves even more variability and

mixture than race because most people identify with more than one ethnic background

1.3 Minorities

A minorityis a category of people, distinguished by physical or cultural traits, who

are socially disadvantaged. They have two important characteristics: a distinct identity

and subordination. Not all members of a minority category are disadvantaged.
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2. Prejudice and Stereotypes

Prejudice is a rigid and irrational generalization about an entire category of people Prejudices

are prejudgments and they can be positive or negati5e Prejudice often takes the form of

stereotypes, which are exaggerated descriptions applied to every person in some category.

2.1 Measuring Prejudice: The Social Distance Scale

One measure of prejudice is social distance, which refers to how closely people are

willing in interact with members of some category. Emory Bogardusdeveloped the

social distance scale and he found that people feel much more social distance toward

some categories than others. A recent study using the same social distance scale

reported three major findings:

o The trend toward greater acceptance has continued.

o People see less difference among various minorities.

o The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, may have reduced social acceptance of Arabs

and Muslims.

2.2 Racism

A powerful and destructive form of prejudice, racism refers to the belief that one

racial category is innately superior or inferior to another.

2.3 Theories of Prejudice

2.3.1 Scapegoat Theory

Scapegoat theory holds that prejudice results from frustrations among people who are

themselves disadvantaged. A scapegoat is a person or category of people, typically with little

power, whom people unfairly blame for their own troubles.

2.3.2 Authoritarian Personality Theory

Authoritarian personality theory views prejudice as a personality trait in certain individuals

.
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2.3.3 Culture Theory

The culture theory of prejudice argues that prejudice is embedded in culture

2.3.4 Conflict Theory

The conflict theory of prejudice proposes that powerful people use prejudice to justify

oppressing others.

3. Discrimination

Closely related to prejudice is discrimination, treating various categories of people unequally.

While prejudice refers to attitudes, discrimination is a matter of actions. Like prejudice, it

may be positive or negati5e According to Robert Merton, prejudice and discrimination may

combine in four different ways: active bigotry, timid bigotry, fair-weather liberalism, and all-

weather liberalism.

3.1 Institutional Prejudice and Discrimination

Institutional prejudice and discrimination refers to bias inherent in the operation of

societys institutions.

3.2 Prejudice and Discrimination: The Vicious Circle

Prejudice and discrimination form a vicious cycle based on the Thomas theorem:

Situations defined as real become real in their consequences.

4. Majority and Minority: Patterns of Interaction

Social scientists describe interaction between majority and minority members of a society in

terms of four models.

4.1 Pluralism

Pluralism is a state in which racial and ethnic minorities are distinct but have social

parity. The United States is pluralistic to the extent that all people have equal standing

under the law, but it also has non-pluralistic characteristics.
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4.2 Assimilation

Sociologists use the term assimilation to describe the process by which minorities

gradually adopt patterns of the dominant category. The degree of assimilation in the

United States varies by category. Assimilation involves changes in ethnicity but not in

race For racial traits to diminish over generations requires miscegenation, biological

reproduction by partners of different racial categories.

4.3 Segregation

Segregation is the physical and social separation of categories of people It may be

voluntary, but it is usually imposed.

4.4 Genocide

Genocide is the systematic killing of one category of people by another.

5. Race and Ethnicity in the United States

As the history of the United States reflects, the door has been opened more widely for some

groups than for others.

5.1 Native Americans

Native Americans were the original inhabitants of the Americas. Before European

contact, they lived in hundreds of distinct societies. Between 1871 and 1924, they

were subjected to a policy of forced assimilation. Today they are encouraged to

migrate from reservations to the cities in search of economic opportunity, but they

remain far behind whites in educational and economic standing. Many tribes and

individuals have recently come together to assert pride in their culture

5.2 White Anglo-Saxon Protestants

White Anglo-Saxon Protestants (WASPS), mostly of English origin, have dominated

the U.S. since colonial days. Most came to this country highly skilled and motivated

to achie5e Especially in the last century, many WASPs strongly opposed subsequent
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waves of non-Anglo immigrants. Their power is gradually declining as we enter the

twenty-first century.

5.3 African Americans

African Americans came to this country as indentured servants or slaves. This denial

of basic human rights was a sharp contradiction to the promise of the American

republic, a fact which sociologist Gunnar Myrdalreferred to as the American dilemma

In 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution outlawed slavery, but after

Reconstruction Jim Crow laws perpetuated the subordinate status of African

Americans. In the first part of the twentieth century, a mass migration of African

Americans to the cities of the North occurred, followed by the civil rights movement

of the 1960s. Even today, African Americans continue to be economically

disadvantaged as a group, a problem exacerbated by the loss of factory jobs that has

accompanied Americas move to a service economy. The educational gap between

whites and African Americans has narrowed substantially in recent years. Political

clout of African Americans has increased substantially in recent decades.

5.4 Asian Americans

Enormous cultural diversity marks this category of people In 2000, close to 4 percent

of the American population was made up Asian Americans. They have a model

minority image

5.4.1 Chinese Americans

Chinese immigration began with the Gold Rush. When the economy soured,

discrimination increased and harsh laws were enacted limiting further

immigration. In response, most Chinese Americans clustered in closed

ghettoes called Chinatowns. Assimilation and upward mobility marked the era

that began with World War 2. Chinese Americans currently outpace the

national average economically and educationally, although many living in

Chinatowns continue to experience poverty.
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5.4.2 Japanese Americans

Japanese Americans also came to this country in the last century to work, and

soon experienced legal and social discrimination. During the Second World

War, many were confined in relocation camps. After the war, many made a

dramatic economic recovery, and today this group is above the national

average in financial standing. Their upward social mobility has also strongly

encouraged cultural assimilation and interracial marriage

5.4.3 Recent Asian Immigrants

More recent Asian immigrants include Koreans and Filipinos. Large-scale

Korean immigration followed the Korean War. Korean Americans often own

and operate small businesses. Filipinos enjoy relatively high incomes.

5.5 Hispanic Americans/Latinos

Hispanic Americans make up over 12 percent of the U.S. population. Although the

Hispanic population is increasing all over the country, most Hispanic Americans live

in the Southwest.

5.5.1 Mexican Americans

Most Mexican Americans (or Chicanos) are recent immigrants, though some

lived in Mexican territory annexed by the U.S. in the last century. They are

well below the national average in economic and educational attainment.

5.5.2 Puerto Ricans

Puerto Ricans are American citizens and travel freely between the island and

the mainland, especially in New York City. They are the most socially

disadvantaged Hispanic minority.
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5.5.3 Cuban Americans

Many Cubans fled the 1959 Marxist revolution and settled in Miami and other

U.S. cities. Most were well-educated business and professional people and

have done relatively well in this country.

5.6 Arab Americans

Arab Americans are another U.S. minority that is increasing in size Arab (an ethnic

category) is not the same as Muslim (a follower of Islam). A majority of the people

living in most Arab countries are Muslim, but some Arabs are Christians or followers

of other religions. Because Arabs have come to the United States from so many

nations, they are a culturally diverse population. The government gives the official

number of Arab Americans as 2 million. Included in the Arab American population

are people of all social classes. There are large, visible Arab American communities

in a number of U.S. cities.

5.7 White Ethnic Americans

White ethnic Americans come from European nations other than Britain. Most

experienced substantial prejudice and discrimination when they arrived here in the

19thcentury. Many have now fully assimilated and achieved substantial success.

6. Race and Ethnicity: Looking Ahead

Immigration has generated striking cultural diversity. Many arrivals encounter much the same

prejudice and discrimination experienced by those who came before them.

Topic : Economics And Politics

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 define the economy.

 identify and discuss ways that the Industrial Revolution changed the economy.

 identify and define three sectors of a modern economy.
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 understand some of the reasons why labor unions are presently in decline

 identify the characteristics of a profession and discuss the contemporary trend toward

professionalization.

 identify ways that computers are changing the workplace

 discuss the problem of voter apathy and interpretations of this phenomenon.

 compare and contrast three models of power in the United States.

Definition/Overview:

Economy: The economy is the realized social system of production, exchange, distribution,

and consumption of goods and services of a country or other area. A given economy is the

end result of a process that involves its technological evolution, civilization's history and

social organization, as well as its geography, natural resource endowment, and ecology,

among other factors. These factors give context, content, and set the conditions and

parameters in which an economy functions. An economy does not have to be a specific size.

An economy can mean the economy of a city (local economy), a country (national economy)

or the world as a whole (international economy), provided that it is involved in the production

of goods and services.

Politics:Politics is the process by which groups of people make decisions[citation needed].

The term is generally applied to behaviourwithin civil governments, but politics has been

observed in all human group interactions, including corporate, academic, and religious

institutions. It consists of "social relations involving authority or power" and refers to the

regulation of a political unit, and to the methods and tactics used to formulate and apply

policy.

Key Points:

1. The Economy: Historical Overview

The economy is the social institution that organizes a societys production, distribution, and

consumption of goods and services.

1.1 The Agricultural Revolution

The agricultural revolution led to a dramatic expansion of the economy as a result of:
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o new agricultural technology

o productive specialization

o permanent settlements

o trade

1.2 The Industrial Revolution

Industrialization changed the economy in five ways:

o new forms of energy

o centralization of work in factories

o manufacturing and mass production

o specialization

o wage labor

1.3 The Information Revolution and the Postindustrial Society

A postindustrial economy refers to a productive system based on service work and

extensive use of information technology. Since 1950, the Information Revolution has

changed the character of work itself in three distinct ways:

o from tangible products to ideas

o from mechanical skills to literacy skills

o from factories to almost anywhere

1.4 Sectors of the Economy

The three changes just described reflect a shifting balance among the three sectors of

the economy. The primary sector is the part of the economy that draws raw materials

from the natural environment. The secondary sector is the part of the economy that

transforms raw materials into manufactured goods. The tertiary sectoris the part of

the economy that involves services rather than goods.

1.5 The Global Economy

New information technology is drawing nations of the world closer together, creating

a global economy, expanding economic activity with little regard for national borders.
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The development of a global economy has four major consequences: There is a global

division of labor by which each region of the world specializes in particular kinds of

economic activity; an increasing number of products pass through the economies of

more than one nation; governments can no longer fully control the economic activity

that takes place within their borders; and a small number of businesses control a vast

share of the worlds economic activities.

2. Economic Systems: Paths to Justice

Two general economic models are capitalism and socialism, with each representing two ends

of a spectrum along which actual economies can be located.

2.1 Capitalism

Capitalism refers to an economic system in which natural resources and the means of

producing goods and services are privately owned. An ideal capitalist economy has

three features:

o private ownership of property

o pursuit of personal profit

o competition and consumer choice

2.2 Socialism

Socialism is an economic system in which natural resources and the means of

producing goods and services are collectively owned. In its ideal form, a socialist

economy rejects each of the three characteristics of capitalism just described:

o collective ownership of property

o pursuit of collective goals

o government control of the economy

2.3 Welfare Capitalism and State Capitalism

Welfare capitalism is an economic and political system that combines a mostly

market-based economy with extensive social welfare programs. State capitalism is an
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economic and political system in which companies are privately owned, although they

cooperate closely with the government.

2.4 Relative Advantages of Capitalism and Socialism

2.4.1 Economic Productivity

Capitalist societies are considerably more economically producti5e

2.4.2 Economic Equality

Socialist societies display considerably less income and wealth disparity.

2.4.3 Personal Freedom

Capitalist countries are characterized by more civil liberties and political freedom.

2.5 Changes in Socialist and Capitalist Countries

Recently, the major socialist societies have undergone sweeping changes and are all

moving toward capitalist market systems. Their economies were unable to produce

enough to allow their citizens an adequate standard of living and their governments

were heavy-handed and unresponsi5e

3. Work in the Postindustrial Economy

Economic change is occurring in the United States as well as in socialist countries.

3.1 The Changing Workplace

Agricultural work has declined as the family farms of yesterday have been replaced

by corporate agribusiness. There has been a shift from factory work to service work

and many jobs in the postindustrial era provide only a modest standard of living.
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3.2 Labor Unions

The changing U.S. economy has seen a decline in labor unions, organizations that

seek to improve wages and working conditions. American unions are much weaker

than their counterparts in other advanced societies.

3.3 Professions

A profession is a prestigious, white-collar occupation that requires extensive formal

education. Professions display four key characteristics:

o theoretical knowledge

o self-regulated practice

o authority over clients

o community orientation rather than self-interest

3.4 Self-Employment

Once common in the U.S., self-employment is now rare

3.5 Unemployment and Underemployment

Unemployment is a major problem in postindustrial societies. The economic

downturn after 2000 has also encouraged underemployment.

3.6 Workplace Diversity: Race and Gender

American workplaces are becoming much more socially diverse

3.7 New Information Technology and Work

Computers are altering the character of work in several ways:

o deskilling labor

o making work more abstract

o limiting workplace interaction

o enhancing employers control of workers

o computers allowing companies to relocate work
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4. Corporations

At the core of todays capitalist economy lies the corporation, an organization with a legal

existence, including rights and liabilities, apart from those of their members.

4.1 Economic Concentration

The corporate economy is highly concentrated, with a few large firms holding most of

the assets and earning most of the profits.

4.2 Conglomerates and Corporate Linkages

Economic concentration creates conglomerates, giant corporations composed of many

smaller corporations. Another type of corporate linkage is the interlocking directorate,

a social network of people who serve as directors of many corporations.

4.3 Corporations: Are They Competitive?

The competitive sector of the U.S. economy is mostly limited to small businesses.

Large corporations are part of the noncompetitive sector. Monopoly is the illegal

domination of a market by a single producer. Oligopoly is the domination of a market

by a few producers.

4.4 Corporations and the Global Economy

Corporations are now responsible for most of the worlds economic output. Within the

scope of the corporate sphere, the world is one vast marketplace

5. The Economy: Looking Ahead

The Information Revolution has caused tremendous changes in the economy. Our society

must face the challenge of providing millions of men and women with the language and

computer skills needed in the new economy. The global economy will continue to expand

Analysts around the world are rethinking conventional economic models.
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6. Politics: Historical Overview

Politics is the social institution that distributes power, sets a societys agenda, and makes

decisions. Power is the ability to achieve desired ends despite resistance from others. To a

large degree, the exercise of power is the business of government, a formal organization that

directs the political life of a society. Social organization depends on creating agreement about

goals and how to attain them. This brings us to the concept of authority, power that people

perceive as legitimate rather than coerci5e Traditional authority is power legitimized by

respect for long-established cultural patterns. Its importance declines as societies industrialize

Rational-legal authority is power legitimized by legally enacted rules and regulations.

Charismatic authority is power legitimized through extraordinary personal abilities that

inspire devotion and obedience Because it is inherently unstable, charismatic authority must

undergo a process of routinization of charisma in which it is transformed into a combination

of traditional and rational-legal authority.

7. Politics in Global Perspective

The worlds political systems differ in countless ways, but generally fall into four categories:

7.1 Monarchy

Monarchy is a type of political system that transfers power from generation to

generation in a single family. Earlier monarchies were absolute; modern ones are

generally constitutional, with the monarch being little more than a symbolic head of

state

7.2 Democracy

Democracy is a political system in which power is exercised by the people as a whole

Democracies are generally representative rather than fully participatory. Affluent

industrial societies tend to be democracies. Modern democracies are characterized by

extensive bureaucracies and economic inequalities.

7.3 Authoritarianism

Authoritarianism is a political system that denies popular participation in government.
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7.4 Totalitarianism

Totalitarianism is a political system that extensively regulates peoples lives.

7.5 A Global Political System?

The rise of multinational corporations, the information revolution, and the growth of

non-governmental organizations all suggest that a global political system may be

emerging.

8. Politics in the United States

Political development in the United States reflects its distinctive history, capitalist economy,

and cultural heritage

8.1 U.S. Culture and the Rise of the Welfare State

The American cultural emphasis on individualism implies the desirability of a small

government, but in recent decades, the U.S. government has expanded into a vast

welfare state, a range of government agencies and programs that provides benefits to

the population.

8.2 The Political Spectrum

Economic liberals favor government intervention to maintain a healthy economy,

whereas conservatives counter that such intervention inhibits productivity. The

Republican party is more conservative on both economic and social issues, while the

Democratic party takes a more liberal stand Most people do not hold the same

positions on economic and social issues.

8.3 Party Identification

Party identification in the United States is weak.

8.4 Special-Interest Groups

Special-interest groups are political alliances of people interested in some economic

or social issue Many employ lobbyists. Political action committees are organizations
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formed by a special-interest group, independent of political parties, to pursue political

aims by raising and spending money.

8.5 Voter Apathy

Voter apathy is widespread in the United States. Gender, age and ethnicity are all

correlated with likelihood of voting. Conservatives attribute apathy to indifference to

politics; liberals attribute it to alienation from politics.

8.6 Should Convicted Criminals Vote?

Although the right to vote is the foundation of U.S. democracy, 48 of the 50 states

have laws that bar felons from voting; ten states go further and bar many or all ex-

felons from ever voting again.

9. Theoretical Analysis of Power in Society

Three competing models of power have emerged.

9.1 The Pluralist Model: The People Rule

The pluralist model, closely allied with structural-functional theory, is an analysis of

politics that sees power as dispersed among many competing interest groups.

Pluralists claim that politics is an arena of negotiation and that it has many sources.

9.2 The Power-Elite Model: A Few People Rule

The power-elite model is an analysis of politics that views power as concentrated

among the rich. It is linked with the social-conflict paradigm.

9.3 The Marxist Model: The System Is Biased

The Marxist political-economy model is an analysis that explains politics in terms of

the operation of a societys economic system. Research by Nelson Polsby supports the

pluralist model; research by Robert Lynd and Helen Lynd as well as Floyd Hunter

supports the power-elite model. How one views this countrys political system is as

much a matter of political values as scientific fact.
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10. Power Beyond the Rules

10.1 Revolution

Political revolution is the overthrow of one political system in order to establish

another. Most revolutions share the following patterns:

o rising expectations

o unresponsive government

o radical leadership by intellectuals

o establishing a new legitimacy

10.2 Terrorism

Terrorism constitutes random acts of violence or the threat of such violence used by

an individual or group as a political strategy. Terrorists try to paint violence as a

legitimate political tactic; terrorism is used not just by groups but also by

governments against their own people; democratic societies reject terrorism in

principle, but are especially vulnerable to terrorists; terrorism is always a matter of

definition.

11. War and Peace

War is armed conflict among the people of various societies, directed by their governments.

11.1 The Causes of War

There are at least five factors that promote war:

o perceived threats

o social problems

o political objectives

o moral objectives

o the absence of alternatives
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11.2 Social Class and the Military

In contrast to the past, today there is no military conscription (the draft) and fighting

is done by a volunteer military, but not every member of our society is equally likely

to volunteer. The military has few young people who are rich and few who are very

poorit is working-class people who look to the military for a job

11.3 Is Terrorism a New Kind of War?

In the wake of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, U.S. government officials

spoke of terrorism as a new kind of war. Conventional warfare is symmetrical, with

two nations sending armies into battle By contrast, terrorism is a new form of war: an

asymmetrical conflict in which a small number of attackers use terror and their own

willingness to die as a means to level the playing field against a much more powerful

enemy.

11.4 The Costs and Causes of Militarism

Defense spending diverts resources from the struggle for survival by millions of poor

people around the world The military-industrial complex is the close association

among the federal government and military/defense industries.

11.5 Nuclear Weapons

Nuclear proliferation is the acquisition of nuclear weapons by more and more nations.

11.6 Mass Media and War

The War in Iraq was the first war in which television crews traveled with U.S. troops,

reporting as the campaign unfolded. The power of the mass media to provide selective

information to a worldwide audience means that television and other media are almost

as important to the outcome of a conflict as the military who are doing the actual

fighting.

11.7 Pursuing Peace

The most recent approaches to peace are:
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o deterrence

o high-technology defense

o diplomacy and disarmament

o resolving underlying conflict

12. Politics: Looking Ahead

There are a number of problems and trends: inconsistency between our democratic ideals and

low public participation in politics; the impact of the Information Revolution on politics; the

possibility of a broader range of political systems, linking government to economic

production in various ways; and the danger of war in many parts of the world

Topic : Family And Religion

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 define kinship, marriage, and the family.

 distinguish between nuclear and extended families.

 distinguish between endogamy and exogamy.

 describe the two basic types of marriages (monogamous and polygamous) and the two types

of polygamy (polygyny and polyandry).

 identify and discuss three residential patterns of marriage

 distinguish between bilateral, patrilineal, and matrilineal descent.

 identify the social functions of the family.

Definition/Overview:

Family: Family denotes a group of people affiliated by a common ancestry, affinity or co-

residence. Although the concept of consanguinity originally referred to relations by "blood,"

anthropologists[who?] have argued that one must understand the idea of "blood"

metaphorically, and that many societies understand 'family' through other concepts rather

than through genetic distance.
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Key Points:

1. The Family: Basic Concepts

The family is a social institution, found in all societies, that unites individuals into

cooperative groups that oversee the bearing and raising of children. Family ties are also

called kinship, a social bond based on blood, marriage, or adoption. In the United States,

most people regard a family unit as a social group of two or more people, related by blood,

marriage, or adoption, who usually live together. Families form around marriage, a legally

sanctioned relationship, usually involving economic cooperation, as well as sexual activity

and childbearing, that people expect to be enduring.

According to Massachusetts Institute of Technology scientist Frank a0 Sullivan, birth order

makes all the difference in personality and openness to change Firstborns tend to identify

with authority and uphold the status quo, while laterbornsidentify with the underdog and

challenge establishment. This is not just interesting on a personal level, but has larger

implications for society. During the 1930s families had an average of 5 children, so firstborns

made up 41 percent of children born then. This group has been known as the Silent

Generation, generally conservative and defending the status quo.

On the other hand, in the baby boom of the postwar years, families had three or four children

on average, and the percentage of firstborns shrank in proportion. Since the older boomers,

who are more likely to be firstborns, are now at the prime age for positions in power in

business and politics, this is a possible explanation for such conservative movements as the

rise of the religious right, welfare reform, and the crackdown on drugs and cigarette smoking.

But younger baby boomers, of whom many are younger siblings, will not follow on the heels

of their older brothers and sisters. "Their openness to change and their acceptance of new

ideas could provide the impetus to reinvent Social Security, health care, and other societal

systems." Lastborns, in particular, tend to be daring and liberal.

So what does all this mean for the not-so-near future? Baby boomers themselves have tended

to have smaller families of less than two children, with firstborns once again at a higher 43

percent. Since those children tend to follow the lead of their parents, it will matter

tremendously which set of baby boomers they have been raised by: the more conservative or

the more liberal. The firstborn of the firstborn boomers may try to counteract some of the
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changes instituted by laterbornboomers. But their younger siblings along with the firstborns

of laterborn boomers will soon come along to stir things up."

2. Family: Global Variations

In preindustrialsocieties people take a broad view of family ties, recognizing the extended

family, a family unit that includes parents and children as well as other kin. With

industrialization, increasing social mobility and geographic migration give rise to the nuclear

family, a family unit composed of one or two parents and their children.

2.1 Marriage Patterns

Cultural norms, and often laws, identify people as suitable or unsuitable marriage

partners. Some norms promote endogamy, marriage between people of the same

social category. By contrast, exogamy refers to marriage between people of different

social categories. In high-income nations, laws prescribe monogamy, marriage uniting

two partners. Many lower-income countries permit polygamy, marriage that unites

three or more people

2.2 Residential Patterns

In some societies, married couples live with or near the husbands family, termed

patrilocality. In other societies, couples live with or near the wifes family, termed

matrilocality. Industrial societies display a pattern of neolocality, meaning a married

couple lives apart from both sets of parents.

2.3 Patterns of Descent

Descent refers to the system by which members of a society trace kinship over

generations. Most preindustrial societies trace kinship through just the fathers or the

mothers side of the family; respectively, patrilinealor matrilineal descent. Industrial

societies recognize bilateral descent, meaning both the fathers side and the mothers

side of the family
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2.4 Patterns of Authority

Most societies in history have displayed a patriarchal pattern of authority; no truly

matriarchal society has ever existed. In industrial societies like the United States,

more egalitarian societies are evolving.

3. Theoretical Analysis of the Family

3.1 Functions of the Family: Structural-Functional Analysis

According to this paradigm, the family performs many vital tasks:

o socialization

o regulation of sexual activity (The incest taboo is a norm forbidding sexual relations or

marriage between certain relatives.)

o social placement

o material and emotional security

Structural-functional analysis explains why society depends on family, but glosses

over diversity and negative aspects of family life

3.2 Inequality and the Family: Social-Conflict and Feminist Analysis

Conflict theorists identify three elements that are related to how the family

perpetuates social inequality:

o property and inheritance

o patriarchy

o race and ethnicity

Social-conflict analysis shows that family may be linked to social inequality, but the

family carries out societal functions not easily accomplished by other means.

3.3 Constructing Family Life: Micro-Level Analysis

Micro-level approaches explore how individuals shape and experience family life
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3.3.1 The Symbolic-Interaction Approach

As families share activities, they build emotional bonds.

3.3.2 The Social-Exchange Approach

Family life can be analyzed using social-exchange theory. These perspectives

ignore the fact that family life is similar for people affected by any given set of

structural and cultural forces.

4. Stages of Family Life

Members of our society recognize several distinct stages of family life across the life course

4.1 Courtship and Romantic Love

Arranged marriages were common in preindustrial cultures. With industrialization,

romantic love becomes a central criterion in mate choice U.S. society encourages

homogamy, marriage between people with the same social characteristics.

4.2 Settling In: Ideal and Real Marriage

Newly married couples often have to scale down their expectations.

4.3 Child Rearing

Child rearing has changed since industrialization. Children are now seen as economic

liabilities rather than as assets. Congress passed the Family and Medical Leave Act in

1993 to help ease the conflict between family and job responsibilities.

4.4 The Family in Later Life

Marriages between the elderly usually stress companionship. Retirement and the

death of a spouse disrupt families in later life
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5. U.S. Families: Class, Race, and Gender

5.1 Social Class

Social class heavily influences partners expectations regarding marriage, and the same

holds true for children.

5.2 Ethnicity and Race

5.2.1 American Indian Families

People who migrate from tribal reservations to cities often seek out others for

help in getting settled. Migration creates fluid households with changing

membership.

5.2.2 Latino Families

Hispanic families tend to enjoy the support of extended families, to exercise a

good deal of control over their childrens courtship, and to promote machismo.

5.2.3 African-American Families

African-American families, facing serious economic problems, are especially

likely to be single-parent and female-headed.

5.2.4 Ethnically and Racially Mixed Marriages

The number of racially mixed marriages is rising steadily.

5.3 Gender

Women and men experience marriage differently, with men clearly benefiting more

than women.
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6. Transitions and Problems in Family Life

6.1 Divorce

The United States has the highest divorce rate in the world The divorce rate has risen

rapidly this century and at present, about half of all couples are expected to divorce

6.1.1 Causes of Divorce

The high U.S. divorce rate has many causes:

▪ Individualism is on the rise

▪ Romantic love often subsides.

▪ Women are now less dependent on men.

▪ Many of todays marriages are stressful.

▪ Divorce is more socially acceptable

▪ A divorce is easier to get.

6.1.2 Who Divorces?

At greatest risk of divorce are young spouses with little money, who have yet

to mature emotionally. Divorce is also more common if both partners have

successful careers.

6.1.3 Divorce and Children

Because mothers usually gain custody of children but fathers typically earn

more income, the well-being of many children depends on fathers making

court-ordered child-support payments.

6.2 Remarriage and Blended Families

Nationwide, almost half of all marriages are now remarriages for at least one partner.

Remarriage often creates blended families.
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6.3 Family Violence

Family violence is the emotional, physical, or sexual abuse of one family member by

another.

6.3.1 Violence Against Women

Violence against women includes spouse battering and marital rape, problems

which are now receiving increased attention in modern society.

6.3.2 Violence Against Children

Violence against children is also a serious problem. Although 60 percent of

child abusers are women and 40 percent are men, they conform to no simple

stereotype

7. Alternate Family Forms

Most families in the United States are still composed of a married couple who raise children,

but more recently, American society has displayed greater diversity in family life

7.1 One-Parent Families

One-parent families tend to face serious financial problems.

7.2 Cohabitation

Cohabitation is the sharing of a household by an unmarried couple

7.3 Gay and Lesbian Couples

Gay and lesbian couples continue to face opposition from most Americans.

7.4Singlehood

An increasingly large number of people are choosing to remain single, either

temporarily or permanently.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

109
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



8. New Reproductive Technologies and Family

Recent medical advances have changed families in terms of reproduction. Test-tube babies

are the product of in vitro fertilization.

9. Families: Looking Ahead

The high divorce rate is likely to remain high. Family life in the future will be highly variable

Men will play a limited role in child-rearing. Two-career and twin-income couples will

continue to be common. The importance of new reproductive technologies will increase

10. Religion: Basic Concepts

Sociologist Emile Durkheim pointed out that, as human beings, we define most objects,

events, and experiences as profane, that which is an ordinary element of everyday life At the

same time, we define some things as sacred, that which people set apart as extraordinary,

inspiring a sense of awe and reverence Religion is a social institution involving beliefs and

practices based upon a conception of the sacred. The sacred is embodied in ritual, or formal

ceremonial behavior. Religion is a matter of faith, belief anchored in conviction rather than

scientific evidence Sociology can investigate the social consequences of religious activity but

can never assess the validity of any religious doctrine, precisely because religion is based on

faith.

11. Theoretical Analysis of Religion

11.1 Functions of Religion: Structural-Functional Analysis

Durkheim understood religion as the symbolic celebration of the power of society

over the individual. People around the world transform everyday objects into sacred

symbols of their collective life Members of technologically simple societies do this

with a totem, an object in the natural world collectively defined as sacred. Durkheim

noted three major functions of religion:

o social cohesion

o social control

o providing meaning and purpose
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This approach downplays the dysfunctional consequences of religion, especially the

fact that strongly held beliefs can generate social conflict.

11.2 Constructing the Sacred: Symbolic Interaction Analysis

Peter Berger argues that religion places life in a cosmic frame of reference This

approach pays little attention to religions link with inequality.

11.3 Inequality and Religion: Social-Conflict Analysis

Marx noted that religion tends to legitimize inequality and the status quo. It also

endorses patriarchy. This approach ignores religions ability to promote change and

social equality

12. Religion and Social Change

12.1 Max Weber: Protestantism and Capitalism

Max Webers Protestant ethic thesis is an important example of how religion can

promote social change; in this instance, the growth of capitalism.

12.2 Liberation Theology

Liberation theology is a fusion of Christian principles with political activism, often

Marxist in character. It has been important in much of Latin America

13. Types of Religious Organizations

13.1 Church

A church is a type of religious organization well integrated into the larger

society. A state church is a church formally allied with the state A

denomination is a church independent of the state, which recognizes religious

pluralism.
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13.2 Sect

Unlike a church, which tries to fit into the larger society, a sect is a type of

religious organization that stands apart from the larger society. The leaders of

sects typically display charisma, extraordinary personal qualities that can turn

an audience into followers. These leaders rely on proselytization, recruiting

many members through a process of conversion.

13.3 Cult

A cult is a religious organization that is substantially outside the cultural

traditions of a society.

14. Religion in History

Hunting and gathering cultures often embrace animism, the belief that elements of the natural

world are conscious life forms that affect humanity. Among pastoral and horticultural people,

there arose a belief in a single divine power. In agrarian societies religion becomes more

important, with a specialized priesthood in charge of religious organizations. In industrial

societies there is a greater reliance on science

15. Religion in the United States

15.1 Religious Commitment

Eighty-five percent of U.S. adults claim a religious preference Religiosity is the

importance of religion in a persons life It is multidimensional and high by most

measures in the contemporary U.S.

15.2 Religion: Class, Ethnicity, and Race

15.2.1 Social class

Religion varies by social class.

15.2.2 Ethnicity

Throughout the world, religion is tied to ethnicity.
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15.2.3 Race

Historically, the church has been central to the spiritual and political lives of

African Americans.

16. Religion in a Changing Society

16.1 Secularization

Secularization is the historical decline in the importance of the supernatural and the sacred.

Secularization does not signal the death of religion.

16.2 Civil Religion

One dimension of secularization is what Robert Bellah calls civil religion, a quasi-religious

loyalty binding individuals in a basically secular society.

16.3 New Age Seekers: Spirituality Without Formal Religion

In recent decades, an increasing number of people are seeking spiritual development outside

established religious organizations. This trend has led some analysts to conclude that the

United States is becoming a post-denomination society. Five core values define this

approach:

o Seekers believe in a higher power.

o Seekers believe were all connected.

o Seekers believe in a spirit world

o Seekers want to experience the spirit world

o Seekers pursue transcendence

16.4 Religious Revival: Good Ol-Time Religion

One striking religious trend today is the growth of fundamentalism, a conservative religious

doctrine that opposes intellectualism and worldly accommodation in favor of restoring

traditional, otherworldly religion. Religious fundamentalism is distinctive in five ways:

o Fundamentalists interpret sacred texts literally.
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o Fundamentalists reject religious pluralism.

o Fundamentalists pursue the personal experience of Gods presence

o Fundamentalists oppose secular humanism.

o Fundamentalists endorse conser

o vative political goals.

o Some fundamentalist religions take the form of electronic churches.

17. Looking Ahead: Religion in the Twenty-First Century

Religion will remain a central element of society. Immigration will intensify and diversify the

religious character of U.S. society.

In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:
Education, Health And Medicine

Population, Urbanization, And The Environment

Social Change: Traditional, Modern, And Postmodern Societies
Topic : Education, Health And Medicine

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 distinguish between education and schooling.

 identify the major social functions of schooling.

 identify factors that lead to differential access to higher education.

 understand the relationship between higher education and opportunity, including the role of

community colleges.

 understand the implications and consequences of the U.S. direct-fee system of paying for

health care

 explain the three basic ways by which U.S. citizens commonly pay for health care

Definition/Overview:

Education: In popular discourse, use of the term education usually connotes the technical

sense and is generally limited to the context of teachers instructing students. Teachers may

draw on many subjects, including reading, writing, mathematics, science and history.
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Teachers in specialized professions such as astrophysics, law, or zoology may teach only a

certain subject, usually as professors at institutions of higher learning. There is also

instruction in fields for those who want specific vocational skills, such as those required to be

a pilot. In addition to such formal and technical education there is an array of education, in

the technical and broad sense, possible at the informal level, e.g., at museums and libraries,

with the Internet, and in life experience.

Key Points:

1. Education: A Global Survey

Education is the social institution through which society provides its members with important

knowledge, including basic facts and job skills as well as cultural norms and values. In

industrial societies, education is largely a matter of schooling, formal instruction under the

direction of specially trained teachers.

Increasingly, around the country, black parents are finding what theyre looking for

educationally in the private Christian academies that were opened in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s

by whites, many trying to avoid integration. Now, however, with declining enrollment and a

shrinking economic base, many of these schools have either been taken over by other

organizations that have abolished restrictions or have been forced to take in any student who

can pay the fees. Some are even recruiting black students, exhibiting a new attitude toward

race.

Educators say black parents are being drawn to these schools for a variety of reasons:

dissatisfaction with private schools, lower tuition of Christian private schools compared with

other independent schools, and conservative social values. Jacqueline Jordan Irvine, a

professor of urban education at Emory University, points out that There are a lot of things

that go on in these schools that do resonate with many African-American parents and

African-American tradition. There is the sense of order and discipline Segregated black

schools were highly disciplined, highly structured schools, and a lot of older black teachers

were teaching religion and values.

Across the country, many Christian schools and academies have gone from all white in the

early 1970s to nearly all black today. The transitions, however, havent been smooth at all

schools. Some have struggled with introducing multicultural curriculums in conservative

school structures and with charges of racism. Dr. Charles Ware, president of Baptist Bible
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College of Indianapolis and formerly the first headmaster at a Christian school outside of

Washington, dc, notes that Theres a change going on but you still have some residue of the

past. Jack Layman, a professor of Bible history and education at Columbia International

University in Columbia, S.c, says What were beginning to see is the breakdown of racial

stereotypes and racism. Its slow, however, because its a fortress area But it is reflected in

many of these schools. (It should be noted that theres great diversity among Christian schools

today...they go from one end of the spectrum to the other.)

While some Christian academies still maintain barriers against integration, the diversity in

Christian schools is growing along with another trend: a rising number of black church

schools. Black private school enrollment is now growing at a faster rate than overall private

school enrollment and that of white private school enrollment. According to the National

Center of Education Statistics, the overwhelmingly largest share of growth is in the Christian

school population.

Originally in the South, many private schools were referred to as council schools, a term for

institutions created by the White Citizens Council in the wake of the Brown 5. Board of

Education decision in 19 By the late 1980s and early 1990s, however, many private schools

opened their doors to African Americans. In addition to declining enrollments, many schools

cited changing attitudes toward diversity for their changes in admission policies.

Some educators argue that the popularity of Christian schools among some African

Americans could be an indication that race is a diminishing factor in the alignment of cultural

wars, says David Dent, an assistant professor of journalism at New York University and the

author of a book on the black middle class. Not everyone is in agreement, however, on what

growing private school enrollment means. David Duke, a professor of education at the

University of Virginia, sees it as an indication that divisions in American society are now

based on orthodoxy and progressivism instead of race or ethnicity. In contrast, however,

Harvards Charles 5. Willie believes that the popularity of private Christian schools among

middle-class African-Americans is because black parents believe theyve been failed by

public schools and therefore, any alternative seems better than what they ha5e

The changing population of many Christian schools also reflects demographic shifts in

communities. From the schools perspectives, it might also be an economic issue, since many

Christian schools would have trouble surviving as all-white schools as whites flee

communities that eventually become predominantly African American. Multicultural courses

also remain curriculum issues at many Christian academies, but as David Barber, who is

white and the principal at Old National Christian Academy in College Park, Georgia, says,
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"Its not that we've arrived by any means...Im sure there are still problems, but were still

making a lot of headway.

1.1 Schooling and Economic Development

The extent of schooling in any society is tied to its level of economic development.

In pre-industrial societies, formal schooling is usually available only to the wealthy.

All low-income countries have one trait in common when it comes to schooling:

There is not very much of it.

1.2 Schooling in India

In India, many children work, greatly limiting their opportunity for schooling. About

half of the Indian population is illiterate

1.3 Schooling in Japan

Japans educational system is widely praised for producing some of the worlds highest

achievers. Japanese schooling produces impressive results: In mathematics and science,

young Japanese students outperform students in every other high income nation, including

the United States.

1.4 Schooling in the United States

Reflecting the value of equal opportunity, a larger proportion of Americans attend

colleges and universities than do citizens of any other nation. Schooling in the United

States tries to promote equal opportunity. U.S. education also stresses practical

learning.

2. The Functions of Schooling

2.1 Structural-functional analysis looks at how formal education enhances the operation

and stability of society:

o Socialization: teaching skills, values, and norms

o Cultural innovation through research

o Social integration: forging a mass of people into a cultural whole
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o Social placement

o Latent functions of schooling: child care; establishing relationships and networks

The structural-functional approach stresses the ways in which education supports the

operation of an industrial society, but ignores the persistence of inequality in

education.

3. Schooling and Social Interaction

The basic idea of the symbolic-interaction approach is that people create the reality they

experience in their day-to-day interactions.

3.1 The Self-Fulfilling Prophecy

People who expect others to act in certain ways often encourage that very behavior; in

doing so, people set up a self-fulfilling prophecy. Jane Elliotts experiment illustrates

this phenomenon. The symbolic-interaction approach explains how we all build

reality in our everyday interactions with others. One limitation of this approach is that

people do not just make up such beliefs about superiority and inferiority; rather, these

beliefs are built into a societys system of social inequality.

4. Schooling and Social Inequality

Social conflict analysis argues that schools routinely provide learning according to students

social background, thereby perpetuating social inequality:

 social control

 testing and social inequality

 tracking and social inequality; tracking refers to assigning students to different types of

educational programs

4.1 Public and Private Education

Most Americans attend state-funded public schools; the remainder attend private

schools, most of which are parochial. Studies show that private schools commonly

teach more effectively than do public schools. Increased funding alone will not be

enough to improve students academic performance in public schools.
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4.2 Access to Higher Education

Access to higher education is limited by several factors, but finances are crucial.

People who complete college usually earn higher incomes.

4.3 Greater Opportunity: Expanding Higher Education

The United States is a world leader in providing a college education to its people There are

more than 4,000 colleges and universities in the United States. Historically, higher education

has been a key path to better jobs and higher education.

4.4 Community Colleges

Since the 1960s, the expansion of state-funded community colleges has further increased

access to higher education. Community colleges provide a number of specific benefits: Their

low cost places college courses and degrees within reach of millions of families who could

not otherwise afford them; community colleges have special importance to minorities;

community colleges attract students from around the world; and, finally, the most important

job for community college faculty is teaching.

4.5 Privilege and Personal Merit

Schooling transforms social privilege into personal merit. The social-conflict

paradigm links education with social inequality, but it minimizes the extent to which

education has provided the opportunity for upward mobility.

5. Problems in the Schools

5.1 Discipline and Violence

Almost everyone agrees that schools should teach personal discipline, but few think

schools are succeeding.
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5.2 Student Passivity

5.2.1 Bureaucracy

Student passivity is promoted in five ways in large, bureaucratic school

systems: rigid uniformity, numerical ratings, rigid expectations, specialization,

and little individual responsibility.

5.2.2 College: The Silent Classroom

Passivity is common in colleges and universities. Generally, the only voice

heard is the teachers.

5.3 Dropping Out

The dropout rate has declined slightly in recent decades; currently, 3 percent of people

between the ages of sixteen and twenty-four are high school dropouts.

5.4 Academic Standards

According to A Nation At Risk, the quality of U.S. education has declined sharply

and functional illiteracy, reading and writing skills insufficient for everyday life, is

widesprea4

5 .5 Grade Inflation

In recent decades, there has been a substantial amount of grade inflation: the awarding

of higher and higher grades for average work.

6. Recent Issues in U.S. Education

6.1 School Choice

School choice proponents advocate such developments as magnet schools, schooling

for profit, and charter schools.
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6.2 Home Schooling

Home schooling is gaining popularity across the United States. On average, students

who learn at home outperform those who learn in school.

6.3 Schooling People with Disabilities

Schooling people with disabilities often involves mainstreaming, or integrating

special students into the overall educational program.

6.4 Adult Education

In 2001, more than 92 million U.S. adults were enrolled in some type of schooling.

6.5 The Teacher Shortage

A final challenge for U.S. schools is hiring enough teachers to fill the classrooms.

7. Health and Medicine

Medicine is the social institution that focuses on combating disease and improving health.

Health is a state of complete physical, mental, and social well-being. Health is as much a

social as a biological issue

7.1 Health and Society

o Society affects health in four major ways:

o Cultural patterns define health.

o Cultural standards of health change over time

o A societys technology affects peoples health.

o Social inequality affects peoples health.
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8. Health: A Global Survey

8.1 Health in Low-Income Countries

Most historical preindustrial societies were unable to maintain a healthy environment.

Problems were particularly serious in early cities. Health problems in poor societies

today continue to be serious.

8.2 Health in High-Income Countries

Industrialization has dramatically improved human health. With infectious diseases

less of a threat, it is now chronic illnesses, such as heart disease and cancer, that claim

most people in the United States. By and large, industrial societies manage to delay

death until old age

9. Health in the United States

9.1 Who Is Healthy: Age, Gender, Class, and Race

Social epidemiology is the study of how health and disease are distributed throughout

a societys population.

9.2 Age and Gender

Death is now rare among young people, with the exception of mortality resulting from

accidents and from AIDS. Across the life course, women have better health than men.

9.3 Social Class and Race

Infant mortality is twice as high for disadvantaged children as for children born to

privilege Poverty among African Americans helps explain why black people are more

likely to die in infancy and, as adults, suffer the effects of violence, drug abuse, and

illness.
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9.4 Cigarette Smoking

Cigarette smoking tops the list of preventable health hazards. Some 440,000 men and

women die prematurely each year as a direct result of cigarette smoking, a figure that

exceeds the death toll from many other causes of death combined.

9.5 Eating Disorders

An eating disorder is an intense involvement in dieting or other forms of weight

control. Eating disorders are much more common among women for cultural reasons.

9.6 Obesity

Eating disorders are not the biggest eating-related problem in the United States:

Obesity in the population as a whole is rapidly reaching crisis proportions.

9.7 Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs)

o Gonorrhea and syphilis

o Genital herpes

o AIDS

9.8 Ethical Issues Surrounding Death

o When does death occur?

o Do people have a right to die?

Mercy killing is the common term for euthanasia, assisting in the death of a person

suffering from an incurable disease

10. The Medical Establishment

Medicine emerges as a social institution only as societies become more productive and

people take on specialized work.
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10.1 The Rise of Scientific Medicine

The American Medical Association was founded in 1847 and symbolized the growing

acceptance of a scientific model of medicine

10.2 Holistic Medicine

Recently, the scientific model of medicine has been tempered by the introduction of

holistic medicine, an approach to health care that emphasizes prevention of illness

and takes into account a persons entire physical and social environment. There are

three foundations of holistic health care:

o Treat patients as people

o Encourage responsibility, not dependency.

o Provide personal treatment.

10.3 Paying for Medical Care: A Global Survey

To meet the rising costs of medical care, countries have adopted various strategies.

10.3.1 Peoples Republic of China

In China, the government controls most health-care

10.3.2 Russian Federation

Medical care is in transition in Russia The idea that everyone has a right to

basic medical care remains widesprea4

10.3.3 Sweden

The Swedish system is often described as socialized medicine, a medical care

system in which the government owns and operates most medical facilities

and employs most physicians.

10.3.4 Great Britain

The British created a dual system of medical service
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10.3.5 Canada

Canada has a single payer model of health care But Canada also has a two-

tiered system like Great Britains, with some physicians working outside the

government-funded system and setting their own fees.

10.3.6 Japan

Physicians in Japan have private practices, but a combination of government

programs and private insurance pays medical costs.

10.4 Paying for Medical Care: The United States

Ours is a direct-fee system or a medical-care system in which patients pay directly

for the services of physicians and hospitals. Medical bills are paid in three ways:

o Private insurance programs

o Public insurance programs (such as Medicare and Medicaid)

o Health Maintenance Organizations, organizations that provide comprehensive medical care to

subscribers for a fixed fee

10.5 The Nursing Shortage

In 2005, there were some 4 million nurses (people with the degree of R.N., registered

nurse), but about 7 percent of the available jobs are currently unfilled. A hopeful sign

is that the nursing shortage is bringing change to the profession.

11. Theoretical Analysis of Medicine

11.1 Structural-Functional Analysis: Role Theory

Talcott Parsons viewed medicine as societys strategy to keep its members healthy.

11.1.1 The Sick Role

Society responds to illness by affording people a sick role, patterns of

behavior defined as appropriate for those who are ill.
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11.1.2 The Physicians Role

Parsons saw the doctor-patient relationship as hierarchical, yet this pattern

varies from society to society. Parsons work links illness and medicine to the

broader organization of society, but it also supports the idea that doctors,

rather than patients, bear primary responsibility for health.

11.2 Symbolic-Interaction Analysis: The Meaning of Health

Health and medical care are socially constructed by people in everyday interactions.

11.2.1 The Social Construction of Illness

How people define a medical situation may actually affect how they feel.

11.2.2 The Social Construction of Treatment

Understanding how people construct reality in the examination room is as

important as mastering the medical skills required for treatment. This

paradigm reveals the relativity of sickness and health, but seems to deny that

there are any objective standards of well-being.

11.3 Social Conflict and Feminist Analysis

Social conflict analysis points out the connection between health and social

inequality.

11.3.1 Access to Care

The access problem is more serious in the United States than in other

industrialized societies because our country has no universal medical care

system.

11.3.2 The Profit Motive

Some conflict analysts argue that the real problem is the character of capitalist

medicine itself.
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11.3.3 Medicine as Politics

Scientific medicine frequently takes sides on significant social issues. This

perspective minimizes the improvements in health brought about by the

present system.

12. Health and Medicine: Looking Ahead

The health of Americans overall will continue to improve into the next century, but certain

health problems will continue to plague U.S. society. The U.S. falls short in addressing the

health of marginalized members of our society. Problems of health are far greater in the poor

societies of the world than they are in the United States.

Topic : Population, Urbanization, And The Environment

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 define the three basic elements of demographic analysis: fertility, mortality, and migration.

 explain how demographers calculate a populations natural growth rate

 explain how demographers study population composition using the sex ratio and the age-sex

pyramid

 explain the theory of the demographic transition.

 discuss results of urban decentralization.

 explain the general approach to urban analysis favored by urban ecologists.

 explain the general approach to urban analysis favored by urban political economists.

 define the concepts of ecology, the natural environment, the ecosystems, and the

environmental deficit.

Definition/Overview:

Population: Human populations can be defined by any characteristics such as mortality,

migration, family (marriage and divorce), public health, work and the labor force, and family
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planning. Various aspects of human behavior in populations are also studied in sociology,

economics, and geography. Study of populations is almost always governed by the laws of

probability, and the conclusions of the studies may thus not always be applicable to some

individuals. This odd factor may be reduced by statistical means, but such a generalization

may be too vague to imply anything. Demography is used extensively in marketing, which

relates to economic units, such as retailers, to potential customers. For example, a coffee shop

that wants to sell to a younger audience looks at the demographics of an area to be able to

appeal to this younger audience.

Key Points:

1. Demography: The Study of Population

Demography is the study of human population.

1.1 Fertility

Fertility is the incidence of childbearing in a countrys population. Demographers

measure fertility using the crude birth rate or the number of live births in a given year

for every thousand people in a population.

1.2 Mortality

Mortality is the incidence of death in a societys population. Demographers measure

mortality using the crude death rate or the number of deaths in a given year for every

thousand people in a population. The infant mortality rate is the number of deaths

among infants under one year of age for every thousand live births in a given year.

Life expectancy is the average lifespan of a societys population.

1.3 Migration

Migration is the movement of people into and out of a specified territory. It may be

voluntary or involuntary. Voluntary migration may be explained by push or pull

factors. Movement into a territory is termed immigration and is measured by the in-

migration rate Movement out of a territory is termed emigration and is measured by
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the out-migration rate The net-migration rate is the difference between the in-

migration rate and the out-migration rate

1.4 Population Growth

To determine a populations natural growth rate, demographers subtract the crude

death rate from the crude birth rate

1.5 Population Composition

The sex ratio is the number of males for every hundred females in a given population.

Sex ratios are usually below 100, because on average women outlive men. An age-sex

pyramid is a graphic representation of the age and sex of a population.

2. History and Theory of Population Growth

World population growth began to increase around 1750 and is presently extremely rapid

2.1 Malthusian Theory

Malthus believed that population increased geometrically, while food could only

increase arithmetically, leading to catastrophic starvation.Malthus predictions were

not supported in the short run, but they may have some value in describing future

demographic trends.

2.2 Demographic Transition Theory

Demographic transition theory is a thesis linking population patterns to a societys

level of technological development. There are four stages involved with this

development:

o Stage 1, preindustrial; high birth rates, high death rates

o Stage 2, onset of industrialization; high birth rates, lower death rates

o Stage 3, industrial economy; declining birth rates, low death rates

o Stage 4, postindustrial economy; low birth rates, steady death rates
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This approach suggests that technology holds the key to population control. It is

compatible to modernization theory but not to dependency theory.

2.3 Global Population Today: A Brief Survey

2.3.1 The Low-Growth North

The low-growth industrial societies of the North are now close to zero

population growth, the level of reproduction that maintains population at a

steady state

2.3.2 The High-Growth South

The high-growth, less-developed societies of the South are still in Stage 2 of

the demographic transition.

3. Urbanization: The Growth of Cities

Urbanization is the concentration of humanity into cities.

3.1 The Evolution of Cities

3.1.1 The First Cities

The emergence of cities led to specialization and high living standards.

3.1.2Preindustrial European Cities

Preindustrial European cities began around 1800 bce and flowered in Greece

and later in Rome

3.1.3 Industrial European Cities

By 1750 ce, a second urban revolution was transforming European cities into

an industrial model.

3.2 The Growth of U.S. Cities

o Colonial settlement, 1565-1800
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o Urban expansion, 1800-1860

o The metropolitan era, 1860-1950, A metropolis is a large city that socially and economically

dominates an urban area

o Urban decentralization, 1950-present

3.3 Suburbs and Urban Decline

By 1999, most of the U.S. population lived in suburbs and this suburban growth threw

many older cities of the Snowbelt into financial crisis.

3.4 Postindustrial Sunbelt Cities and Sprawl

These cities came of age after urban decentralization began. Sunbelt cities have

pushed their boundaries outward, along with the population flow, thus creating a

problem with sprawl.

3.5 Megalopolis: Regional Cities

The U.S. census recognizes 276 urban regions, which the Bureau calls metropolitan

statistical areas (MSAs). The biggest MSAsare termed consolidated metropolitan

statistical areas. A megalopolis is a vast urban region containing a number of cities

and their surrounding suburbs.

3.6 Edge Cities

Urban decentralization has created edge cities, business centers that are some distance

from the old downtowns; edge cities have no clear physical boundaries.

3 .7 The Rural Rebound

Over the course of U.S. history, the urban population of the nation has steadily

increased. However, rural areas have been gaining population. The rural rebound has

been especially marked in rural communities that offer scenic and recreational

attractions.
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4. Urbanism as a Way of Life

4.1 Ferdinand Tnnies: Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft

Gemeinschaft is a type of social organization by which people are bound closely

together by kinship and tradition. Gesellschaftis a type of social organization by

which people have weak social ties and considerable self-interest. Tnnies saw the

development of modern urban society as a shift from Gemeinschaftto Gesellschaft.

4.2 Emile Durkheim: Mechanical and Organic Solidarity

Durkheim described traditional rural life as mechanical solidarity, social bonds based

on common sentiments and shared moral values. Organic solidarity refers to social

bonds based on specialization and interdependence

4.3 Georg Simmel: The Blas Urbanite

Simmel pointed out that urbanites develop a blas attitude, tuning out much of what

goes on around them.

4.4 The Chicago School: Robert Park and Lewis Wirth

Robert Park was the founder of the Chicago School of urban sociology. Louis Wirth

saw a large population, dense settlement, and social diversity as the keys to

understanding urban society. These traits tend to make human relations impersonal,

superficial, and transitory, as well as relatively tolerant. In both Europe and the United

States, early sociologists presented a mixed view of urban living. One problem is that

Wirth and others painted urbanism in broad strokes that overlook the effects of race,

class, and gender.

4.5 Urban Ecology

Sociologists (especially members of the Chicago School) also developed urban

ecology, the study of the link between the physical and social dimensions of cities. In

1925, Ernest W. Burgess, a student and colleague of Robert Park, described land use

in Chicago in terms of concentric zones. Homer Hoyt refined Burgesss observations,

noting that distinctive districts sometimes form wedge-shaped sectors. Chancy Harris
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and Edward Ullman added the insight that if cities decentralize, they lose their single-

center form in favor of a multicentered model. Social area analysis investigates what

people in particular neighborhoods have in common.

4.6 Urban Political Economy

The urban political-economy model applies Karl Marxs analysis of conflict in the

workplace to conflict in the city. Both the urban ecology and the political-economy

views focus on U.S. cities during a limited period of history.

5. Urbanization in Poor Nations

Twice in human history the world has experienced a revolutionary expansion of cities. A

third urban revolution is underway, and is taking place because many poor nations have

entered the high-growth Stage 2 of demographic transition theory. Cities do offer more

opportunities than rural areas, but they provide no quick fix for the problems of escalating

population and grinding poverty.

6. Environment and Society

Ecology is the study of the interaction of living organisms and the natural environment. The

natural environment consists of the earths surface and atmosphere, including various living

organisms and the air, water, soil, and other resources necessary to sustain life

6.1 The Global Dimension

Any study of the natural environment must necessarily be global in scope because the

planet constitutes a single ecosystem, the system composed of the interaction of all

living organisms and their natural environment.

6.2 Technology and the Environmental Deficit

Complex technologies generally pose more threats to the global environment than did

the simple technology of preindustrial societies. The world is now facing an

environmental deficit, profound and negative harm to the natural environment, caused

by humanitys focus on short-term material affluence

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

133
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



6.3 Culture: Growth and Limits

6.3.1 The Logic of Growth

The logic of growth is a widely accepted cultural value which suggests that

growth is inherently good and that we can solve any problems that might arise

as a result of unrestrained expansion.

6.3.2 The Limits to Growth

The limits to growth thesis holds that humanity must implement policies to

control the growth of population, material production, and the use of resources

in order to avoid environmental collapse

6.4 Solid Waste: The Disposable Society

Landfills pose several threats to the natural environment. Recycling and reusing

resources we would otherwise discard is one solution.

6.5 Water and Air

6.5.1 Water Supply

Water supply is problematic in many parts of the world

6.5.2 Water Pollution

A special problem is acid rain, rain that is made acidic by air pollution

and destroys plant and animal life

6.5.3 Air Pollution

Polluted water is an increasingly serious concern. The deterioration of

air quality was one of the unanticipated consequences of the

development of industrial technology.
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6.6 The Rain Forests

Rain forests are regions of dense forestation, most of which circle the globe close to

the equator.

6.6.1 Global Warming

Global warming is apparently occurring as a result of the greenhouse effect, a

rise in the earths average temperature due to increasing concentrations of

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere resulting in part from the decline of the rain

forests.

6.6.2 Declining Biodiversity

The shrinking of the rain forests reduces the earths biodiversity.

6.7 Environmental Racism

Conflict theory has given birth to the concept of environmental racism, the pattern by

which environmental hazards are greatest for poor people, especially minorities.

7. Looking Ahead: Toward a Sustainable Society and World

One proposed answer to the worlds environmental and population problems is to form an

ecologically sustainable culture, a way of life that meets the needs of the present generation

without threatening the environmental legacy of future generations. Sustainable living

depends on three strategies:

o We must bring world population growth under control.

o We must conserve finite resources.

o We must reduce waste
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Topic : Social Change: Traditional, Modern, And Postmodern Societies

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 define social change and describe characteristics of the process of social change

 examine causes of social change: culture, social structure, ideas, the natural environment, and

demographics.

 define modernity and identify four characteristics of modernization.

 discuss David Riesmans notion that modernization brings changes in social character.

 identify and describe five major themes of personality.

Definition/Overview:

Social Change: The term is used in the study of history, economies, and politics, and

includes topics such as the success or failure of different political systems, globalization,

democratization, development and economic growth. The term can encompass concepts as

broad as revolution and paradigm shift, to narrow changes such as a particular cause within

small town government. The concept of social change imply measurement of some

characteristics of this group of individuals. While the term is usually applied to changes that

are beneficial to society, it may result in negative side-effects or consequences that

undermine or eliminate existing ways of life that are considered positive. Social change is a

topic in sociology and social work , but also involves political science, economics, history,

anthropology, and many other social sciences. Among many forms of creating social change

are theater for social change, direct action, protesting, advocacy, community organizing,

community practice, revolution, and political activism.

Key Points:

1. What Is Social Change?

If the tradition-directed learn what is expected of them by observing the unchanging norms of

their culture and the other-directed develop a sort of internal radar that allows them to keep
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pace with the ever-changing expectations of their peers, the inner-directed person is fitted

during the socialization process with a mechanism that Riesman compares to a gyroscope

This mechanism spurs the individual toward success in pursuit of certain somewhat

generalized goals, usually economic, but recognizes the faster pace of change in industrial

societies by allowing the individual considerable flexibility in pursuing his or her goals in

order to adapt to changing external circumstances. Thus the inner-directed person is far more

flexible than the tradition-directed type, but considerably more committed to specific goals

than is the typical other-directed person.

Childrearing in the era of tradition-directedness is mostly a matter of providing unambiguous

models of expected behavior. Other-directed parents mainly stress how important it is for

their children to get along with their peers and not stand out in a crowd In contrast, the inner-

directed child is subjected to a good deal of formal character building, whose purpose is to

instill an inner drive to success. Chores and self-discipline are emphasized. A strong superego

forms. An inner-directed home is rarely comfortablethe child is not necessarily expected to

like or be friends with his or her parentsbut it does produce strong achievement-oriented

individuals. Riesman suggests that the tradition-directed child propitiates his parents, the

inner-directed child fights or succumbs to them, the other-directed child manipulates and is

manipulated by them.

In school, the inner-directed child is held up to high expectations. He or she is taught that

what matters is what he or she can accomplish, not how nice his or her smile is or how many

people like him or her. The system is harsh on failures. During the other-directed era, the

classroom becomes more focused on the childs social and psychological adjustment and

somewhat less concerned with formal academics. The teacher serves less as a taskmaster and

more as an opinion leader. Inner-directed children, as one might imagine, are not especially

tightly bonded to their peers. They cannot cite the failings of their friends as a defense against

adult expectations: But Dad, everyone else flunked the test too, is of no interest to the inner-

directed parent. Inner-directed children commonly pursue solitary hobbies such as reading or

stamp collecting. Other-directed children are deeply involved in the peer group and almost

totally vulnerable to its demands. Children devote enormous energy to following the

preferences of their fellows in styles of dress and music. If the inner-directed child is learning

to be a hard-working producer, the postindustrial other-directed child is learning to be a

discriminating consumer. If the greatest sin for the inner-directed child is to fail to achieve his
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or her pre-set goal, the greatest failing for the other-directed child is to be rejected because

one is too different. The proper mode of expression requires feeling out with skill and

sensitivity the probable tastes of others and then swapping mutual likes and dislikes to

maneuver intimacy.

Riesman suggests that the shift from inner-direction to other-direction strongly affects many

other aspects of a culture Consider, for example, the media The dominant media in the era of

inner-direction are books, newspapers, and magazines. Designed to be read alone, the print

media of this period frequently reinforced the childs need to achie5e Horatio Alger-type

stories and the biographies of great men served as what Riesman terms the whip of the word,

pushing their readers toward ever more exertion in pursuit of their goals. Other-directed

children still sometimes read, but they characteristically prefer stories that help them

understand what others expect of them. The adult equivalent is the flood of self-help and pop

psychology books that currently fill American bookstores. However, the most characteristic

media of the modern era are television and films, which are generally watched collectively.

For these media, the popularity of a particular program among ones peers is of crucial

importanceconsider the remarkable success of contemporary programs like The Simpsons or

Twin Peaks.

Take as a final example the worlds of work and leisure The inner-directed worker thinks of

his or her job mostly in terms of impersonal categories. In the industrial era, many people

worked directly with physical objects. Those who worked with other people tended to treat

them impersonally. You were expected to do your job; getting along well with your co-

workers was secondary. Leisure was sharply separated from the world of work and often

solitary. Successful people were commonly quite eccentric in their choice of leisure activities,

having no one to please but themselves. On the other hand, in the era of other-direction, the

work environment is viewed mostly in interpersonal terms. The ability to effectively

manipulate others becomes the most crucial job skill. The worker does not seek to stand out,

but rather to gain the admiration and affection of his peers. Work and leisure are less

separated, and a central concern with the views of others emerges here too. Inner-directed

diners eat what they like whether or not others agree: other-directed gourmets follow the

current trend in restaurantsthis week Thai, next week Cajunand worry about whether or not

they enjoy a bottle of wine as much as they ought to.
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Social change is the transformation of culture and social institutions over time This complex

process has four major characteristics:

 Social change happens all the time

 Social change is sometimes intentional but often unplanned.

 Social change is controversial.

 Some changes matter more than others.

2. Causes of Social Change

2.1 Culture and Change

As pointed out in Chapter 2, there are three important sources of cultural change:

o invention

o discovery

o diffusion

2.2 Conflict and Change

Tension and conflict within a society can also produce change

2.3 Ideas and Change

Max Weber contributed to our understanding of social change by highlighting the

importance of ideas, and revealing how the religious beliefs of early Protestants set

the stage for the spread of industrial capitalism.

2.4 Demographic Change

Demographic factors such as population growth, shifts in the composition of a

population, or migration also influence social change

2.5 Social Movements and Change

Social movements are organized activities that encourage or discourage social change
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2.5.1 Types of Social Movements

Social movements may be characterized in terms of the breadth and depth of

the change they are seeking. Combining these variables results in four types of

social movements:

▪ alternative

▪ redemptive

▪ reformative

▪ revolutionary

2.5.2 Claims Making

AIDS is an illustration of the change in public thinking, resulting from claims

making: the process of trying to convince the public and public officials of the

importance of joining a social movement to address a particular issue

2.5.3 Explaining Social Movements

Sociologists have devised several ways of looking at social movements:

▪ deprivation theory (relating to relative deprivation, a perceived

disadvantage arising from some specific comparison)

▪ mass-society theory

▪ resource-mobilization theory

▪ culture theory

▪ new social movements theory

2.5.4 Stages in Social Movements

Social movements typically unfold in stages:
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▪ emergence

▪ coalescence

▪ bureaucratization

▪ decline

2.6 Disasters: Unexpected Change

Sometimes, a change result from events that are both unexpected and unwelcome. A

disaster is an event that is generally unexpected and that causes extensive harm to

people and damage to property. The full scope of the harm caused by disasters may

become evident only many years after the event takes place Kai Eriksonhas

investigated disasters of all types and reaches three major conclusions about the social

consequences of disasters:

o Disasters also cause serious damage to human community.

o Social damage is more serious when an event involves some toxic substance

o The social damage is most serious when the disaster is caused by the actions of other people

3. Modernity

A central concept in the study of social change is modernity, social patterns resulting from

industrialization.

3.1 Modernization is the process of social change begun by industrialization and

has four major characteristics:

o the decline of small, traditional characteristics

o the expansion of personal choice

o increasing social diversity

o future orientation and growing awareness of time
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3.2 Ferdinand Tnnies: The Loss of Community

Tnnies interpreted modernization as a loss of community, or the decline of

Gemeinschaft and the rise of Gesselschaft. This approach synthesizes the various

dimensions of change, but says little about cause and effect and may be seen as

romanticizing traditional societies.

3.3 Emile Durkheim: The Division of Labor

Durkheim stressed that modernization involved an increased division of labor

(specialized economic activity), and a shift from mechanical to organic solidarity.

Anomie (a condition in which society provides little moral guidance to individuals)

does seem to be a problem in modern societies, but shared values and norms have by

no means disappeared in modern societies.

3.4 Max Weber: Rationalization

Weber analyzed modernization as the replacement of tradition with rationality.

Conflict theorists would argue that the real problem is social inequality, not rational

bureaucracy.

3.5 Karl Marx: Capitalism

Marx analyzed modernization as the ascendancy of industrial capitalism. He

anticipated a socialist revolution that would lead to an egalitarian society. Marx

underestimated the significance of bureaucracy in shaping all modern societies,

capitalist or socialist.

4. Structural-Functional Analysis: Modernity as Mass Society

4.1 The Mass Scale of Modern Life

A mass society is a society in which prosperity and bureaucracy have weakened

traditional social ties. Mass-society theory argues that the scale of modern life has

greatly increased.
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4.2 The Ever-Expanding State

In the small-scale, preindustrial societies of Europe, government amounted to little

more than a local noble As technological innovation allowed governments to expand,

the centralized state grew in size and importance In a mass society power resides in

large bureaucracies, leaving people in local communities little control over their lives.

The growing scale of modern life may have positive aspects, but only at the cost of

our losing our cultural heritage Critics contend that mass-society theory romanticizes

the past.

5. Social-Conflict Analysis: Modernity as Class Society

From a social-conflict perspective, modernity takes the form of a class society, a capitalist

society with pronounced social stratification.

5.1 Capitalism

Class-society theory follows Marx in claiming that the increasing scale of social life

in modern times has resulted from the insatiable appetite of capitalism.

5.2 Persistent Inequality

Mass-society theorists contend that the state works to increase equality and combat

social problems. Class-society theorists conclude, despite our pretensions of

democracy, that most people are still powerless in the face of wealthy elites. A basic

criticism of class-society theory is that it overlooks the increasing prosperity of

modern societies.

6. Modernity and the Individual

6.1 Mass Society: Problems of Identity

According to David Riesman, modernization brings on changes in social character,

personality patterns common to members of a society. Preindustrialsocieties are

characterized by tradition-directedness, rigid personalities based on conformity to

time-honored ways of living. Modern societies reflect other-directedness, a
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receptiveness to the latest trends and fashions, often expressed in the practice of

imitating others.

6.2 Class Society: Problems of Powerlessness

Class-society theory maintains the persistent inequality undermines modern societys

promise of individual freedom; this problem is most pronounced among certain

minority groups. Herbert Marcuse condemns modern society as irrational because it

fails to meet the needs of many people

7. Modernity and Progress

Whether people see change as progress depends on their underlying values.

7.1 Modernity: Global Variation

While it is useful to contrast traditional and modern societies, the old and the new

often coexist in unexpected ways.

8. Modernity: Global Variation

Japan is a nation at once traditional and modern. This contradiction reminds us that although

it is useful to contrast traditional and modern social patterns, the old and the new often

coexist in unexpected ways.

9. Postmodernity

Postmodernity refers to social patterns characteristic of postindustrial societies.

Postmodernity encompasses the following five themes:

 In important respects, modernity has failed.

 The bright light of progress is fading.

 Science no longer holds the answers.

 Cultural debates are intensifying.

 Social institutions are changing.

 Modernity has raised living standards despite its failings.
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10. Looking Ahead: Modernization and Our Global Future

In global context, modernization theory argues that poverty is caused largely by

traditionalism. Consequently, intervention in the economies of the poorer societies by

advanced nations is deemed necessary. Dependency theorists respond that the economic

reliance of poor societies on rich societies and on multinational corporations means that

poorer societies are unlikely to be able to duplicate the experiences of the developed

societies.
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