
Topic : Introduction And History Of Victimology

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Distinguish between Criminology and Victimology

 Explain how laws have affected victims

 Discuss Consequences of crimes

 Distinguish between the various Victimology theories

Definition/Overview:

Victimology: Victimology is the scientific study of victimization, including the relationships

between victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -

- that is, the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims

and other societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.

A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and criminal law, the identifiable person

who has been harmed individually and directly by the perpetrator or defendant, rather than

merely society as a whole. However, this may not always be the case, as with victims of white

collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly linked to the crime, and are often

denied their status as victims by the social construction of the concept. Not all criminologists

even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also remains a controversial topic

within women's studies.A victim impact panel is a form of community-based or restorative

justice in which the crime victims (or relatives and friends of deceased crime victims) meet with

the defendant after conviction to tell the convict about how the criminal activity affected them, in

the hope of rehabilitation or deterrence.

Key Points:

1. Introduction: Victimology is the scientific study of victimization, including the relationships

between victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -

- that is, the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims

and other societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.
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2. Consequences of crimes

Emotional distress as the result of crime is a recurring theme for all victims of crime. The most

common problem, affecting three quarters of victims, were psychological problems, including:

fear, anxiety, nervousness, self-blame, anger, shame, and difficulty sleeping. These problems

often result in the development of chronic PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder). Post crime

distress is also linked to pre-existing emotional problems and sociodemographic variables. This

has known to become a leading case of the elderly to be more adversely affected. Victims may

experience the following psychological reactions:

 Increase in the belief of personal vulnerability.

 The perception of the world as meaningless and incomprehensible.

 The view of themselves in a negative light.

3. Victimology theories

One of the most controversial sub-topics within the broader topic is victimization. The concept

of "victim-proneness" is a "highly moralistic way of assigning guilt" to the victim of a crime,

also known as victim blaming. One theory, the environmental theory, posits that the location and

context of the crime gets the victim of the crime and the perpetrator of that crime together. That

may just be an academic way of stating that the victim was in the wrong place at the wrong

time. There have been some studies recently to quantify the real existence of victim-proneness.

Contrary to the urban legend that more women are repeat victims, and thus more victim-prone

than men, actually men in their prime (24 to 34 year old males) are more likely to be victims of

repeated crimes. While each study used different methodology, their results must be taken

seriously and further studies are warranted. The study of victimology may also include the

"culture of victimhood," wherein the victim of a crime revels in his status, proclaiming that self-

created victimhood throughout a community by winning the sympathy of professionals and

peers. In the case of juvenile offenders, the study results also show that people are more likely to

be victimized as a result of a serious offense by someone they know; the most frequent crimes

committed by adolescents towards someone they know were sexual assault, common assault, and

homicide. Adolescents victimizing people they did not know generally committed common

assault, forcible confinement, armed robbery, and robbery One particularly well known
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example of a class at increased risk to varying forms of attacks is the prostitute. These people

have been known anecdotally to have an abnormally high incidence of violent crime, and such

crimes go unresolved frequently. Victimological studies of the matter might investigate current

societal mores (expectations, roles, social status), legal status of prostitutes, typical

working/living conditions, statistical analysis of the actual increased risk and secondary risk

factors, and the economic activity of a prostitute.

Topic : Measurement Of Crime And Its Effects
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Discuss measurement of crime

 Explain the differences between the various types of official reports

 Distinguish between the other types of reports that provide information regarding the

commission of crimes

 Understand the advantages and disadvantages of crime measurement

 Discuss the crime rates in united states and its measurement

Definition/Overview:

Measurement of Crime: Crime measurements attempt to provide statistical measures of the

crime in societies. Given that crime is illegal, measurements of it are likely to be inaccurate.

Several methods for measuring crime exist, including household surveys, hospital or insurance

records, and compilations by police and similar law enforcement agencies. Typically official

crime statistics are the latter, but some offences are likely to go unreported to the police. Public

surveys are sometimes conducted to estimate the amount of crime not reported to police. Such

surveys are usually more reliable for assessing trends. Public surveys rarely encompass all crime,

rarely procure statistics useful for local crime prevention, often ignore offences against children,

and do not count offenders brought before the criminal justice system. Crime statistics are

gathered and reported by many countries and are of interest to several international
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organizations, including Interpol and the United Nations. Law enforcement agencies in some

countries, such as the FBI in the United States and the Home Office in England & Wales, publish

crime indices, which are compilations of statistics for various types of crime. Two major

methods for collecting crime data are law enforcement reports, which only reflect reported

crimes and victimization statistical surveys, which rely on individual honesty. For less frequent

crimes such as intentional homicide and armed robbery, reported incidences are generally more

reliable. Because laws vary between jurisdictions, comparing crime statistics between and even

within countries can be difficult.

Key Points:

1. Measurement of Crime

Crime analysis or its measurement is a law enforcement function that involves systematic

analysis for identifying and analyzing patterns and trends in crime and disorder. Information on

patterns can help law enforcement agencies deploy resources in a more effective manner, and

assist detectives in identifying and apprehending suspects. Crime analysis also plays a role in

devising solutions to crime problems, and formulating crime prevention strategies. Quantitative

social science data analysis methods are part of the crime analysis process, though qualitative

methods such as examining police report narratives also play a role.

2. Various Types of Official Reports

The U.S. has two major data collection programs, the Uniform Crime Reports from the FBI and

the National Crime Victimization Survey from the Bureau of Justice Statistics. However, the

U.S. has no comprehensive infrastructure to monitor crime trends and report the information to

related parties such as law enforcement. Research using a series of victim surveys in 18 countries

of the European Union funded by the European Commission has reported (2005) that the level of

crime in Europe has fallen back to the levels of 1990, and notes that levels of common crime

have shown declining trends in the U.S., Canada, Australia and other industrialized countries as

well. The European researchers say a general consensus identifies demographic change as the

leading cause for this international trend. Although homicide and robbery rates rose in the U.S.

in the 1980s, by the end of the century they had declined by 40%. However they suggest that
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"increased use of crime prevention measures may indeed be the common factor behind the near

universal decrease in overall levels of crime in the Western world", since decreases have been

most pronounced in property crime and less so, if at all, in contact crimes. Crime analysis can

occur at various levels, including tactical, administrative, and strategic. Crime analysts study

crime reports, arrests reports, and police calls for service to identify emerging patterns, series,

and trends as quickly as possible. They analyze these phenomena for all relevant factors,

sometimes predict or forecast future occurrences, and issue bulletins, reports, and alerts to their

agencies. They then work with their police agencies to develop effective strategies and tactics to

address crime and disorder. Other duties of crime analysts may include preparing statistics, data

queries, or maps on demand; analyzing beat and shift configurations; preparing information for

community or court presentations; answering questions from the public and the press; and

providing data and information support for a police department's CompStat process.

Sociodemographics, along with spatial and temporal information, are all aspects that crime

analysts look at to understand what's going on in their jurisdiction. Crime analysis employs data

mining, crime mapping, statistics, research methods, desktop publishing, charting, presentation

skills, critical thinking, and a solid understanding of criminal behavior. In this sense, a crime

analyst serves as a combination of an information systems specialist, a statistician, a researcher, a

criminologist, a journalist, and a planner for a local police department.

3. Crime Rates in United States and Its Measurement

Crime rate is a measure of the rate of occurrence of crimes committed in a given area and time.

Most commonly, crime rate is given as the number of crimes committed among a given number

of persons.Often, the type of crime is exactly specified. Thus, a crime rate might be given as the

number of murders (or rapes, thefts, etc.) per 100,000 persons per year within a city. Crime rate

is a useful statistic for many purposes, such as evaluating the effectiveness of crime prevention

measures or the relative safety of a particular city or neighborhood. Crime rate statistics are

commonly used by politicians to advocate for or against a policy designed to deal with crime.

The calculation of crime rates uses data that is obtained either from criminal justice systems or

from public surveys. Comparisons between the two types of data are problematic, and so are

comparisons using the same type of data between different jurisdictions. The United Nations

publishes international reports of both Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice A
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European initiative has resulted in the European sourcebook, an utmost attempt is made to

harmonise the criminal justice data for the purpose of international (European) comparison.

Topic : The Criminal Justice System And Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 The principle of federalism and how it affected the structure of our court system

 How the dual system of state and Federal courts function

 The characteristics of the American court system

 How the juvenile court system functions

 The roles and responsibilities of each party in the criminal justice system

 The various steps in the criminal justice process

Definition/Overview:

Criminal justice: Criminal justice is the system of practices, and organizations, used by national

and local governments, directed at maintaining social control, deterring and controlling crime,

and sanctioning those who violate laws with criminal penalties. When processing the accused

through the criminal justice system, government must keep within the framework of laws that

protect individual rights.

Key Points:

1. Criminal Justice System

In the United States, criminal justice policy has been guided by the 1967 President's Commission

on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice, which issued a ground-breaking report "The

Challenge of Crime in a Free Society." This report made more than 200 recommendations as part

of a comprehensive approach toward the prevention and fighting of crime. Some of those
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recommendations found their way into the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968.

The Commission advocated a "systems" approach to criminal justice, with improved

coordination among law enforcement, courts, and correctional agencies. The President's

Commission defined the criminal justice system as the means for society to "enforce the

standards of conduct necessary to protect individuals and the community." The criminal justice

system in England and Wales aims to "reduce crime by bringing more offences to justice, and to

raise public confidence that the system is fair and will deliver for the law-abiding citizen." In

Canada, the criminal justice system aims to balance the goals of crime control and prevention,

and justice (equity, fairness, protection of individual rights). In Sweden, the overarching goal for

the criminal justice system is to reduce crime and increase the security of the people

2. Characteristics of the American Court System

State criminal courts present an intriguing contrast. On the one hand, they exude an aura of

highly formalized judicial procedure, while on the other they demonstrate a surprising lack of

organizational uniformity. Courts in one state may bear little resemblance to those in another.

Court reform has not had an equal impact on all areas of the country and has, in some instances,

exacerbated the differences between state court systems. Federal courts, located principally in

larger cities, decide only those cases over which the Constitution gives them authority. The

highest federal court, the U.S. Supreme Court, is located in Washington, D.C., and hears cases

only on appeal from lower courts. This topic also described professional and nonprofessional

courtroom actors. In the professional category we find the judge, the prosecuting attorney, the

defense counsel, the bailiff, local court administrators, the court reporter, the clerk of court, and

expert witnesses. Nonprofessionals include lay witnesses, jurors, the victim, the defendant, and

spectators and members of the press.

3. Juvenile Court System Functions

A juvenile court or young offender court is a court of law having special authority to try and pass

judgments for crimes committed by children or adolescents who have not attained the age of

majority. In most modern legal systems, crimes committed by children and minors are treated

differently and differentially regarding the same crimes committed by adults. Severe, like murder

or gang-related, offenses in 44 states of the USA are treated the same as crimes committed by
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adults: "Beginning around 35 years ago, increases in violent juvenile crime spurred many

solumbia permitted judges to transfer juveniles to adult-criminal courts. No national data exist on

the number of juvenile offenders prosecuted as adults." "The main difference between a juvenile

court and an adult court in England is that the juvenile court has a much wider jurisdiction in

terms of the offenses it can try. It can deal with a juvenile for any offense except homicide,

although it is not bound to deal with a young person for a serious offense such as robbery or

rape; on such a charge he can be committed to the Crown Court for trial in the same manner as

an adult.

Juvenile courts exist because of a widespread belief that children are not always fully responsible

for their actions, and that neither they nor society are best served by treating young children like

adults. The first juvenile court appeared in Chicago in 1899. It was founded on two principles:

that juveniles were not ready to be held accountable for their actions, and was that they were not

yet fully developed and could rehabilitate easier than adults. The idea was that the court should

take over the discipline of troubled youth which would then establish a philosophy and a

procedure. The juvenile courts categorize juveniles into three types: those who are charged with

criminal conduct, those who have been neglected, and those who have been accused of a status

offense or conduct such as truancy or disobedience with reasonable parenting. Therefore the

juvenile courts were there to provide rehabilitation instead of punishment. The idea was to focus

on their needs, providing treatment instead of depriving them of their liberty and protecting them

against self-incrimination. Some programs offer education, job skills, counseling, drug treatment,

and other programs for rehabilitation.

4. Responsibilities of Each Party in the Criminal Justice System

 JudgeEnsures justice (balancing rights of accused and the interests of society). Holds ultimate

authority.

 ProsecutorResponsible for presenting the states case against the defendant; also is a quasi-legal

adviser to police departments.

 Defense CounselResponsible for representing the accused as soon as possible after arrest and

through all stages of the court process.

 BailiffResponsible for ensuring order in the court.

 Local Court AdministratorsResponsible for facilitating the smooth functioning of courts.
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 Court ReporterResponsible for creating a record of all that occurs during a trial.

 Clerk of CourtMaintains all records of criminal cases, prepares a jury pool, and marks physical

evidence during trial.

 Expert WitnessesTestifies at trial about scientific evidence.

5. Criminal Justice Process

After court, offenders are then turned over to the correctional authorities, from the court system

after the accused has been found guilty. Like all other aspects of criminal justice, the

administration of punishment has taken many different forms throughout history. Early on, when

civilizations lacked the resources necessary to construct and maintain prisons, exile and

execution were the primary forms of punishment. Historically shame punishments and

dismemberment have also been used as forms of censure. The most publicly visible form of

punishment in the modern era is the prison. Prisons may serve as detention centers for prisoners

after trial. For containment of the accused, jails are used. Early prisons were used primarily to

sequester criminals and little thought was given to living conditions within their walls. In

America, the Quaker movement is commonly credited with establishing the idea that prisons

should be used to reform criminals. This can also be seen as a critical moment in the debate

regarding the purpose of punishment. Punishment (in the form of prison time) may serve a

variety of purposes. First, and most obviously, the incarceration of criminals removes them from

the general population and inhibits their ability to perpetrate further crimes. Many societies also

view prison terms as a form of revenge or retribution, and any harm or discomfort the prisoner

suffers is "payback" for the harm they caused their victims. A new goal of prison punishments is

to offer criminals a chance to be rehabilitated. Many modern prisons offer schooling or job

training to prisoners as a chance to learn a vocation and thereby earn a legitimate living when

they are returned to society. Religious institutions also have a presence in many prisons, with the

goal of teaching ethics and instilling a sense of morality in the prisoners. If a prisoner is released

before his time is served, he is released as a parole. This means that they are released, but the

restrictions are greater than that of someone on probation. There are numerous other forms of

punishment which are commonly used in conjunction with or in place of prison terms. Monetary

fines are one of the oldest forms of punishment still used today. These fines may be paid to the

state or to the victims as a form of reparation. Probation and house arrest are also sanctions
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which seek to limit a person's mobility and their opportunities to commit crimes without actually

placing them in a prison setting. Many jurisdictions may require some form of public or

community service as a form of reparations for lesser offenses. Execution or capital punishment

is still used around the world. Its use is one of the most heavily debated aspects of the criminal

justice system. Some societies are willing to use executions as a form of political control, or for

relatively minor misdeeds. Other societies reserve execution for only the most sinister and brutal

offenses. Others still have outlawed the practice entirely, believing the use of execution to be

excessively cruel or hypocritical

Topic : The Civil Justice System And Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Explain the basic differences between a criminal and civil trial

 Understand the concept of negligence and intentional torts

 Describe the various stages of a civil trial

 Discuss the phases of juvenile dependency hearing

Definition/Overview:

Civil or Social justice: Civil or Social justice, sometimes called civil justice, refers to the

concept of a society in which justice is achieved in every aspect of society, rather than merely the

administration of law. It is generally thought of as a world which affords individuals and groups

fair treatment and an impartial share of the benefits of society. (Different proponents of social

justice have developed different interpretations of what constitutes fair treatment and an

impartial share.) It can also refer to the distribution of advantages and disadvantages within a

society. Social justice is both a philosophical problem and an important issue in politics, religion

and civil society. Most individuals wish to live in a just society, but different political ideologies

have different conceptions of what a 'just society' actually is. The term "social justice" is often

employed by the political left to describe a society with a greater degree of economic
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egalitarianism, which may be achieved through progressive taxation, income redistribution, or

property redistribution, policies aimed toward achieving that which developmental economists

refer to as equality of opportunity. Social Justice features as an apolitical philosophical concept

(insofar as any philosophical analysis of politics can be free from bias) in much of John Rawls'

writing. It is a part of Catholic social teaching (even while only being selectively practiced

during a broad period of European mideival history), and is one of the Four Pillars of the Green

Party upheld by the worldwide green parties. Some of the tenets of social justice have been

adopted by those who lie on the left or center-left of the political spectrum (e.g. Socialists, Social

Democrats, etc). Social justice is also a concept that some use to describe the movement towards

a socially just world. In this context, social justice is based on the concepts of human rights and

equality.

Key Points:

1. Differences between a Criminal and Civil Trial

A criminal trial is designed to resolve accusations brought by the government against a person

accused of a crime. In common law systems, most criminal defendants are entitled to a trial held

before a jury. Because the state is attempting to use its power to deprive the accused of life,

liberty, or property, criminal defendants are afforded greater leeway to defend themselves than

parties to a civil suit. While a civil trial is generally held to settle a dispute between private

parties, (although the government can both sue and be sued in a civil capacity, in some

countries). In the same way A jury trial (or trial by jury) is a legal proceeding in which a jury

either makes a decision or makes findings of fact which are then applied by a judge. It is be

distinguished from a bench trial, in which a judge or panel of judges make all decisions. English

common law and the United States Constitution recognize the right to a jury trial to be a

fundamental civil liberty or civil right(she/he can choose whether to be judged by judges or

jury)use jury trials evolved within common law systems rather than civil law systems. Jury trials

are of far less importance (or of no importance) in countries that do not have a common law

system. Juries usually weigh the evidence and testimony to determine questions of fact, while

judges usually rule on questions of law. Jury determination of questions of law, sometimes called

jury nullification, may lead to the overturning of a verdict by the judge. A jury trial should not
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be confused with grand jury proceedings. In the United States, where grand juries are still used,

the jury used for a trial can be referred to as a "petit jury" (or, simply, a "trial jury") to

distinguish it from a grand jury, used for indictments.

2. Concept of Negligence and Intentional Torts

Negligence (Lat. negligentia, from negligere, to neglect, literally "not to pick up") is a legal

concept in the common law legal systems usually used to achieve compensation for injuries (not

accidents). Negligence is a type of tort or delict (also known as a civil wrong). However, the

concept is sometimes used in criminal law as well. "Negligence" is not the same as

"carelessness", because someone might be exercising as much care as they are capable of, yet

still fall below the level of competence expected of them. It is the opposite of "diligence". It can

be generally defined as conduct that is culpable because it falls short of what a reasonable person

would do to protect another individual from foreseeable risks of harm. In the words of Lord

Blackburn, "those who go personally or bring property where they know that they or it may

come into collision with the persons or property of others have by law a duty cast upon them to

use reasonable care and skill to avoid such a collision." Through civil litigation, if an injured

person proves that another person acted negligently to cause his injury, he can recover damages

to compensate for his harm. Proving a case for negligence can potentially entitle the injured

plaintiff to compensation for harm to their body, property, mental well-being, financial status, or

intimate relationships. However, because negligence cases are very fact-specific, this general

definition does not fully explain the concept of when the law will require one person to

compensate another for losses caused by accidental injury. Further, the law of negligence at

common law is only one aspect of the law of liability. Although resulting damages must be

proved in order to recover compensation in a negligence action, the nature and extent of those

damages are not the primary focus of negligence cases. An intentional tort is a category of torts

that describes a civil wrong resulting from an intentional act on the part of the tort-feasor. The

term negligence tort, on the other hand, pertains to a tort that simply results from the failure of

the tort-feasor to take sufficient care in fulfilling a duty owed.
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3. Juvenile Dependency Hearing

Children referred to hearings are first referred to a professional Reporter. The referral may be

made on offence grounds and/or care and protection grounds. The Reporter, who works for the

Scottish Children's Reporter Administration, investigates the case and will decide whether or not

compulsory measures of supervision may be required. If, in the Reporter's opinion, such

measures are required, a Hearing will be arranged. The Reporter may take other steps short of

arranging a Hearing, for example arrange for some form of restorative justice. On average, of

every five children referred to the Reporter, one is referred to a hearing. Any child generally

under the age of 16, and in some cases under 18, who offends is referred to a hearing unless the

area Procurator Fiscal decides that prosecution in either the Sheriff Court or High Court of

Justiciary is required. For the hearing itself, the children's hearing has the power to appoint a

legal representative where the members of the childrens panel consider it likely that there may a

recommendation of secure accommodation or where legal representation is needed to allow the

child to participate effectively at the hearing. Childrens Legal Representatives are members of

special panels maintained by local authorities, with all costs met by the Scottish Executive. The

hearing may also appoint an independent person known as a Safe-guarder whose purpose is to

prepare a report to assist the hearing in reaching a decision; the Safe-guarder must act in the best

interests of the child, which indeed the basis of all decisions is made by childrens hearings.

4. Civil Trial Procedures

 A civil action punishes a person for committing a private wrong or injury

 Victims of crime turn to civil law in an effort to obtain redress for injuries not compensated by

the criminal law system

 Civil law includes a wide variety of subjects including the following:

o Torts: Injury that does not involve a contract

o Contracts: Violation of an agreement

o Property: Disputes relating to real or personal property

o Estates: Issues relating to inheritance and probate

o Family: Issues regarding marriage, children, and divorce

 Civil rights: Injury to another in violation of certain statutory rights
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Instructions

In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
The Consequences Of Victimization

Empowering Victims

Homicide Victims

Females As Victims

Topic : The Consequences Of Victimization
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Explain the types of physical injuries suffered by victims

 Discuss the three stages of crisis

 List the effects on victims suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

 Explain the symptoms of Acute Stress Disorder

 Distinguish between Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and Long Term Crisis

 Reaction

Definition/Overview:

Crime: A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and criminal law, the identifiable

person who has been harmed individually and directly by the perpetrator or defendant, rather

than merely society as a whole. However, this may not always be the case, as with victims of

white collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly linked to the crime, and are

often denied their status as victims by the social construction of the concept. Not all

criminologists even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also remains a
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controversial topic within women's studies. The United States Supreme Court first recognized

the rights of crime victims to make a victim impact statement in the sentencing phase of a

criminal trial in the case of Payne v. Tennessee 501 U.S. 808 (1991). A victim impact panel is a

form of community-based or restorative justice in which the crime victims (or relatives and

friends of deceased crime victims) meet with the defendant after conviction to tell the convict

about how the criminal activity affected them, in the hope of rehabilitation or deterrence.

Key Points:

1. Physical Injuries Suffered By Victims

One of the most controversial sub-topics within the broader topic is victimization The concept of

"victim-proneness" is a "highly moralistic way of assigning guilt" to the victim of a crime, also

known as victim blaming. One theory, the environmental theory, posits that the location and

context of the crime gets the victim of the crime and the perpetrator of that crime together. That

may just be an academic way of stating that the victim was in the wrong place at the wrong

time. There have been some studies recently to quantify the real existence of victim-proneness.

Contrary to the urban legend that more women are repeat victims, and thus more victim-prone

than men, actually men in their prime (24 to 34 year old males) are more likely to be victims of

repeated crimes. While each study used different methodology, their results must be taken

seriously and further studies are warranted. The study of victimology may also include the

"culture of victimhood," wherein the victim of a crime revels in his status, proclaiming that self-

created victimhood throughout a community by winning the sympathy of professionals and

peers. In the case of juvenile offenders, the study results also show that people are more likely

to be victimized as a result of a serious offense by someone they know; the most frequent crimes

committed by adolescents towards someone they know were sexual assault, common assault, and

homicide. Adolescents victimizing people they did not know generally committed common

assault, forcible confinement, armed robbery, and robbery.

2. Stages of Crisis

A crisis (plural: crises) may occur on a personal or societal level. It may be a traumatic or

stressful change in a person's life, or an unstable and dangerous social situation, in political,
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social, economic, military affairs, or a large-scale environmental event, especially one involving

an impending abrupt change. More loosely, it is a term meaning 'a testing time' or 'emergency

event'. In the absence of a job when a person needs one, it can be difficult to meet financial

obligations such as purchasing food to feed oneself and one's family, and paying one's bills;

failure to make mortgage payments or to pay rent may lead to homelessness through foreclosure

or eviction. Being unemployed, and the financial difficulties and loss of health insurance benefits

that come with it, may cause malnutrition and illness, and are major sources of mental stress and

loss of self-esteem which may lead to depression, which may have a further negative impact on

health. Lacking a job often means lacking social contact with fellow employees, a purpose for

many hours of the day, lack of self-esteem, mental stress and illness, and of course, the inability

to pay bills and to purchase both necessities and luxuries. The latter is especially serious for

those with family obligations, debts, and/or medical costs, where the availability of health

insurance is often linked to holding a job.

 Physical Consequences

o Types of Injuries

o Medical Aspects

 Mental Consequences

o A. Crisis

o B. Acute Stress Disorder

o C. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder

o D. Long Term Crisis Reactions

o E. Other Mental Disorders

o F. Other Effects

 Financial Consequences

o A. Introduction

o B. Tangible Losses

o C. Intangible Losses

3. Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

Post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is an anxiety disorder that can develop after exposure to

one or more traumatic events that threatened or caused grave physical harm. It is a severe and
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ongoing emotional reaction to an extreme psychological trauma. This stressor may involve

someone's actual death, a threat to the patient's or someone else's life, serious physical injury, an

unwanted sexual act, or a threat to physical or psychological integrity, overwhelming

psychological defenses. In some cases it can also be from profound psychological and emotional

trauma, apart from any actual physical harm. Often, however, incidents involving both things are

found to be the cause. PTSD is a condition distinct from traumatic stress, which has less intensity

and duration, and combat stress reaction, which is transitory. PTSD has also been recognized in

the past as railway spine, shell shock, battle fatigue, traumatic war neurosis, or post-traumatic

stress syndrome (PTSS). Diagnostic symptoms include re-experience such as flashbacks and

nightmares, avoidance of stimuli associated with the trauma, increased arousal such as difficulty

falling or staying asleep, anger and hyper-vigilance. Per definition, the symptoms last more than

six months and cause significant impairment in social, occupational, or other important areas of

functioning (e.g. problems with work and relationships.)

4. Acute stress reaction

Acute stress reaction (also called acute stress disorder, psychological shock, mental shock, or

simply, shock) is a psychological condition arising in response to a terrifying event. It should not

be confused with the unrelated circulatory condition of shock. "Acute Stress Response", was

first described by Walter Cannon in the 1920s as a theory that animals react to threats with a

general discharge of the sympathetic nervous system. The response was later recognized as the

first stage of a general adaptation syndrome that regulates stress responses among vertebrates

and other organisms. The onset of a stress response is associated with specific physiological

actions in the sympathetic nervous system, both directly and indirectly through the release of

epinephrine and to a lesser extent nor-epinephrine from the medulla of the adrenal glands. The

release is triggered by acetylcholine released from pre-ganglionic sympathetic nerves. These

catecholamine hormones facilitate immediate physical reactions by triggering increases in heart

rate and breathing, constricting blood vessels in many parts of the body - but not in muscles

(vasodilation), brain, lungs and heart - and tightening muscles. An abundance of catecholamines

at neuroreceptor sites facilitates reliance on spontaneous or intuitive behaviors often related to

combat or escape. Normally, when a person is in a serene, un-stimulated state, the "firing" of

neurons in the locus ceruleus is minimal. A novel stimulus, once perceived, is relayed from the
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sensory cortex of the brain through the thalamus to the brain stem. That route of signaling

increases the rate of noradrenergic activity in the locus ceruleus, and the person becomes alert

and attentive to the environment. If a stimulus is perceived as a threat, a more intense and

prolonged discharge of the locus ceruleus activates the sympathetic division of the autonomic

nervous system. The activation of the sympathetic nervous system leads to the release of nor-

epinephrine from nerve endings acting on the heart, blood vessels, respiratory centers, and other

sites. The ensuing physiological changes constitute a major part of the acute stress response. The

other major player in the acute stress response is the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis.

Topic : Empowering Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Distinguish between the different types of media and their objectives

 Explain the legislative process and how special interests affect the drafting of laws

 Understand how to drafting a speech

 Be able to make a presentation in public

 The use of volunteers in victim service programs

 The role of fundraising in victims services programs

Definition/Overview:

Victims: Victims are sometimes tricked and lured by false promises or physically forced. Some

traffickers use coercive and manipulative tactics including deception, intimidation, feigned love,

isolation, threat and use of physical force, debt bondage, or other abuse. People who are seeking

entry to other countries may be picked up by traffickers, and misled into thinking that they will

be free after being smuggled across the border. In some cases, they are captured through slave

raiding, although this is increasingly rare. Trafficking is a fairly lucrative industry. In some

areas, like Russia, Eastern Europe, Hong Kong, Japan, and Colombia, trafficking is controlled by

large criminal organizations. However, the majority of trafficking is done by networks of
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smaller groups that each specialize in a certain area, like recruitment, transportation, advertising,

or retail. This is very profitable because little startup capital is needed, and prosecution is

relatively rare. Trafficked people are usually the most vulnerable and powerless minorities in a

region. They often come from the poorer areas where opportunities are limited, they often are

ethnic minorities, and they often are displaced persons such as runaways or refugees (though

they may come from any social background, class or race). Women are particularly at risk from

sex trafficking. Criminals exploit lack of opportunities, promise good jobs or opportunities for

study, and then force the victims to become prostitutes. Through agents and brokers who arrange

the travel and job placements, women are escorted to their destinations and delivered to the

employers. Upon reaching their destinations, some women learn that they have been deceived

about the nature of the work they will do; most have been lied to about the financial

arrangements and conditions of their employment; and find themselves in coercive or abusive

situations from which escape is both difficult or dangerous.

The National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) is a tool to measure the existence of actual,

rather than reported crimes -- the victimization rate. The National Crime Victimization Survey is

the United States': "primary source of information on crime victimization. Each year, data are

obtained from a nationally represented sample of 77,200 households comprising nearly 134,000

persons on the frequency, characteristics and consequences of criminal victimization in the

United States. This survey enables the (government) to estimate the likelihood of victimization

by rape, sexual assault, robbery, assault, theft, household burglary, and motor vehicle theft for

the population as a whole as well as for segments of the population such as women, the elderly,

members of various racial groups, city dwellers, or other groups."According to the Bureau of

Justice Statistics (BJS), the NCVS reveals that, from 1994 to 2005, violent crime rates have

declined, reaching the lowest levels ever recorded.
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Key Points:

1. Different Types of Media and Their Objectives

Mass media is a term used to denote a section of the media specifically envisioned and designed

to reach a very large audience such as the population of a nation state. It was coined in the 1920s

with the advent of nationwide radio networks, mass-circulation newspapers and magazines,

although mass media (like books and manuscripts) were present centuries before the term

became common. The term public media has a similar meaning: it is the sum of the public mass

distributors of news and entertainment across media such as newspapers, television, radio,

broadcasting, which may require union membership in some large markets such as Newspaper

Guild, AFTRA, & text publishers. The concept of mass media is complicated in some internet

media as now individuals have a means of potential exposure on a scale comparable to what was

previously restricted to select group of mass media producer. These internet media may include:

 Blogs

 Message boards

 Personal web pages

 Podcasts

 Television

 Video hosting services

The communications audience has been viewed by some commentators as forming a mass

society with special characteristics, notably atomization or lack of social connections, which

render it especially susceptible to the influence of modern mass-media techniques such as

advertising and propaganda. The term "MSM" or "mainstream media" has been widely used in

the blogosphere in discussion of the mass media and media bias.

2. Legislative Process

Legislature is a type of representative deliberative assembly with the power to create and change

laws. The law created by a legislature is called legislation or statutory law. Legislatures are

known by many names, the most common being parliament and congress, although these terms

also have more specific meanings. The main job of the legislature is to make and amend laws. In

parliamentary systems of government, the legislature is formally supreme and appoints the

executive. In presidential systems of government, the legislature is considered a power branch
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which is equal to and independent of the executive. In addition to enacting laws, legislatures

usually have exclusive authority to raise taxes and adopt the budget and other money bills. The

primary components of a legislature are one or more chambers or houses: assemblies that debate

and vote upon bills. A legislature with only one house is called unicameral. A bicameral

legislature possesses two separate chambers, usually described as an upper house and a lower

house, which often differ in duties, powers, and the methods used for the selection of members.

Much rarer have been tricameral legislatures; the most recent existed in the waning years of

white-minority rule in South Africa.

In most parliamentary systems, the lower house is the more powerful house while the upper

house is merely a chamber of advice or review. However, in presidential systems, the powers of

the two houses are often similar or equal. In federations it is typical for the upper house to

represent the component states; the same applies to the supranational legislature of the European

Union. For this purpose the upper house may either contain the delegates of state governments,

as is the case in the European Union and in Germany and was the case in the United States

before 1913, or be elected according to a formula that grants equal representation to states with

smaller populations, as is the case in Australia and the modern United States. Because members

of legislatures usually sit together in a specific room to deliberate, seats in that room may be

assigned exclusively to members of the legislature. In parliamentary language, the term seat is

sometimes used to mean that someone is a member of a legislature. For example, saying that a

legislature has 100 "seats" means that there are 100 members of the legislature, and saying that

someone is "contesting a seat" means they are trying to get elected as a member of the

legislature.

3. Drafting a Speech

A speechwriter is a person who is hired to prepare and write speeches that will be delivered by

another person. Speechwriters are used by many senior-level elected officials and government

executives, governors, and the president or prime minister of a country. Speechwriters are also

used in the private sector, to write speeches or presentations for company presidents and Chief

Executive Officers. A speechwriter must be able to work directly with senior executives, to

determine what points, themes, positions, or messages the executive would like to cover.
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Moreover, speechwriters need to be able to accept criticism and comments on the different drafts

of the speech, and be able to incorporate the proposed changes into the draft. Speechwriters have

to be able to work on several different speeches at once, and manage their time so that they can

meet strict deadlines for finishing the speech on time. Speechwriters must also be able to accept

anonymity, because with few exceptions, speechwriters (like ghostwriters) are not officially

credited or acknowledged. Speechwriters do not usually have specific training in the area or field

for which they are writing speeches; a speechwriter preparing a speech for a governor on health

policy will rarely have a Master of Public Health degree. Instead, speechwriters often have a

broad understanding of basic economics, political roles, and policy issues, which makes them a

generalist who is able to "translate" complex economic and policy issues into a clear message for

the general public. As well, as with many other writing occupations, most speechwriters do not

have specific training in their writing craft. Instead, speechwriters often develop their

speechwriting skills by combining a general liberal arts education (e.g., in political science,

philosophy, law, or English literature) with a variety of work experience in politics, public

administration, journalism, or a related field.

4. Preparing for and Conducting the Interview

 Understanding the goal of the media assists in the preparation

 Preparation before the interview can help relieve some anxiety

 Knowledge about the facts of the incident and the agencys position can enhance the

communication

 Speak clearly in everyday language and avoid jargon

 Be professional

Topic : Homicide Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Who are the survivors of homicide victims

 The extent of homicide in the United States

 Who is a typical homicide victim
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 The different types of homicides

 The dynamics involved in the death of a family member

 The mental and emotional consequences suffered by homicide survivors

 How death notification adds to the trauma suffered by homicide victims

Definition/Overview:

Homicide: Homicide (Latin homicidium, homo human being + caedere to cut, kill) refers to the

act of killing another human being. It can also describe a person who has committed such an act,

though this use is rare in modern English. Homicide is not always an illegal act. Homicide

affects not only the immediate victim whose life is cut short, but it has a lifelong impact on the

victims family and friends. Survivors of homicide victims are those individuals who had special

ties of kinship with the person murdered, and who were, thereafter, victimized not only by the

loss of someone close to them but also by the horrific circumstances of that untimely death.

Criminal homicide, a malum in se crime, occurs when a person purposely, knowingly, recklessly,

or negligently causes the death of another. Murder and manslaughter are both examples of

criminal homicide. Every legal system contains some form of prohibition or regulation of

criminal homicide.

Key Points:

1. Homicide in the United States

Juvenile homicide remains a serious problem in the U.S., despite recent decreases in the juvenile

arrest rate for murder. Reflecting on her clinical experiences evaluating 90 adolescent murderers,

the author identifies 15 factors that appear to have contributed to the escalation in juvenile

homicide beginning in the mid-1980s. These factors can be grouped into five categories:

situational factors (child abuse and neglect, and the absence of positive male role models),

societal influences (the crisis in leadership and lack of heroes, and witnessing violence), resource

availability (access to guns, involvement in alcohol and drugs, and poverty and lack of

resources), personality characteristics (low self-esteem, the inability to deal with strong feelings,

boredom, poor judgment, and prejudice and hatred), and their cumulative effects (little or
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nothing left to lose and the biological connection). Strategies to reduce juvenile violence are

addressed using parents, schools, communities, government leaders, the media, and individuals.

2. Homicide Victim

Criminal homicide, a malum in se crime, occurs when a person purposely, knowingly, recklessly,

or negligently causes the death of another. Murder and manslaughter are both examples of

criminal homicide. Every legal system contains some form of prohibition or regulation of

criminal homicide.

3. Responding to Special Needs

 Family Relationships

 Mental and Emotional Responses

 Notification

The FBI defines murder as the willful (nonnegligent) killing of one human by another. This

definition does not include deaths caused by negligence, suicide, or accident, nor does it include

justifiable homicide or attempted homicides. There was a sharp increase in homicides in the late

1980s, with a sharp decline after 1991. Since 1999, the homicide rate has remained stable with

approximately 5.6 per 1,000,000 persons. In 2003, the number of persons murdered was 16,420.

4. Types of Homicide

 Spousal homicide - the killing of ones legally married partner

 Parricide - the killing of ones parents

 Mass murderer - the killing of several persons at one time in the same location

 Spree killing - the killing of several persons at two or more locations with very little or any time

break between the killings

 Serial murder - the killing of several persons over a period of time which can range from weeks

to years

5. Types of Serial Murderers

 Holmes and DeBurger identified four types of serial killers:
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o Visionary type

o Mission-oriented type

o Hedonistic type

o Power/control-oriented type

 Hickey classified serial killers into three distinct groups based on mobility:

o Traveling serial killers

o Local serial killers

 Serial killers who never leave their home or place of employment

Topic : Females As Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Understand the various theories regarding sexual violence

 Distinguish between the various types of rape typologies

 Explain the historical resistance to acknowledging the existence of acquaintance and martial rape

 Be able to recognize a hostile working environment

Definition/Overview:

Victims of Crime: According to the Organization of American States's Inter-American

Commission on Human Rights: The victims of these crimes have preponderantly been the state

of young women, between 12 and 22 years of age. Many were students, and most were

maquiladora workers. A number were relative newcomers to Ciudad Juarez who had migrated

from other areas of Mexico. The victims were generally reported missing by their families, with

their bodies found days or months later abandoned in vacant lots or outlying areas. In most of

these cases there were signs of sexual violence, abuse, torture or in some cases mutilation.
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According to Amnesty International, as of February 2005 more than 370 bodies had been found,

and over 400 women were still missing. In November 2005, BBC News reported that Mexico's

human rights ombudsman Jos Luis Soberanes as saying that 28 women had been murdered so far

in 2005. Despite past and current unsolved murders, in August 2006 the federal government

dropped its investigation.

Key Points:

1. Various Theories Regarding Sexual Violence

Sexual violence occurs throughout the world, although in most countries there has been little

research conducted on the problem. Due to the private nature of sexual violence, estimating the

extent of the problem is difficult. Research in South Africa and Tanzania suggests that nearly one

in four women may experience sexual violence by an intimate partner, and up to one-third of

adolescent girls report their first sexual experience as being forced. Sexual violence has a

profound impact on physical and mental health. As well as causing physical injury, it is

associated with an increased risk of a range of sexual and reproductive health problems, with

both immediate and long-term consequences. Its impact on mental health can be as serious as its

physical impact, and may be equally long lasting. Deaths following sexual violence may be as a

result of suicide, HIV infection or murder the latter occurring either during a sexual assault or

subsequently, as a murder of honour. Sexual violence can also profoundly affect the social

wellbeing of victims; individuals may be stigmatized and ostracized by their families and others

as a consequence. Coerced sex may result in sexual gratification on the part of the perpetrator,

though its underlying purpose is frequently the expression of power and dominance over the

person assaulted. Often, people who coerce their spouses into sexual acts believe their actions are

legitimate because they are married. Rape of women and of men is often used as a weapon of

war, as a form of attack on the enemy, typifying the conquest and degradation of its women or

men or captured male or female fighters. It may also be used to punish people for transgressing

social or moral codes, for instance, those prohibiting adultery or drunkenness in public. Women

and men may also be raped when in police custody or in prison.
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2. Various Types of Rape Typologies

Rape, also referred to as sexual assault, is an assault by a person involving sexual intercourse

with or sexual penetration of another person without that person's consent. Rape is generally

considered a serious sex crime, as well as a civil assault. The rate of reporting, prosecution and

convictions for rape varies considerably in different jurisdictions. The U.S. Bureau of Justice

Statistics (1999) estimated that 91% of U.S. rape victims are female. In one survey of women,

two percent of respondents who stated they were sexually assaulted said that the assault was

perpetrated by a stranger. When part of a widespread and systematic practice, rape and sexual

slavery are recognized as crimes against humanity and war crimes. Rape is also recognized as an

element of the crime of genocide when committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part,

a targeted group. Though definitions vary, rape is defined in most jurisdictions as sexual

intercourse, or other forms of sexual penetration, by one person ("the accused" or "the

perpetrator") with or against another person ("the victim") without the consent of the victim. The

term sexual assault is closely related to rape. Some jurisdictions define "rape" to cover only acts

involving penile penetration of the vagina, treating all other types of non-consensual sexual

activity as sexual assault. Other jurisdictions define all non-consensual sexual activity to be rape.

But the terminology varies, with some places using other terms. For example, Michigan, United

States uses the term "criminal sexual conduct". In some jurisdictions, rape is defined in terms of

sexual penetration of the victim, which may include penetration with objects, rather than body

parts. Some jurisdictions also consider rape to include the use of sexual organs of one or both of

the parties, such as oral copulation and masturbation. In recent years, women have been

convicted of raping or sexually assaulting men; for example, by the use of an object or when the

man is below the statutory age of consent. Also, in recent years women have also been convicted

of rape or sexual assault by procuring a man to rape another woman, and by being an accomplice

to a rape. In Scotland, rape is a gender-specific crime, meaning it can only be committed by

males upon females. Oral, anal and male rape do not constitute rape, nor is digital penetration

sufficient. In Brazil, the definition of rape is even more restrictive. It is defined as non-

consensual vaginal sex. Therefore, unlike most of Europe and the Americas, male rape, anal

rape, and oral rape are not considered to be rape. Instead, such an act is called a "violent attempt

against someone's modesty" ("Atentado violento ao pudor"). The penalty, however, is the same.
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3. Martial Rape

Spousal rape is non-consensual sexual assault in which the perpetrator is the victim's spouse.

Spousal rape is also called marital rape and often wrongly conflated with partner rape or intimate

partner sexual assault (IPSA). Because there is a widely held view that a man or woman

surrenders consent upon entering a marriage, the law has been slow to criminalize this form of

sexual assault. It is now a crime in most parts of the Western world. In some countries of the

world, exemptions still apply: for example in some places marital rape cannot be prosecuted if a

couple were living together at the time of the assault or it can only be prosecuted if violence had

occured. In most developed countries, however, spousal rape can be prosecuted regardless of

circumstances (at least in theory). At the same time it is also important to discuss that gang rape,

or mass rape, occurs when a group of people participate in the rape of a single victim. Rape

involving at least two or more perpetrators is widely reported to occur in many parts of the

world. Systematic information on the extent of the problem, however, is scant. One study

showed that offenders and victims in gang rape incidents were younger with a higher possibility

of being unemployed. Gang rapes involved more alcohol and drug involvement, night attacks

and severe sexual assault outcomes and less victim resistance and fewer weapons than individual

rapes. Another study found that group sexual assaults were more violent and had greater

resistance from the victim than individual sexual assaults and that victims of group sexual

assaults were more likely to seek crisis and police services, to contemplate suicide and seek

therapy than those involved in individual assaults. The two groups were about the same in the

amount of drug use and drinking during the assault. In Johannesburg, South Africa, surveillance

studies of women attending medico-legal clinics following a rape found that one-third of the

cases had been gang rapes. National data on rape and sexual assault in the United States reveal

that about 1 out of 10 sexual assaults involve multiple perpetrators. Most of these assaults are

committed by people unknown to their victims. This pattern, though, differs from that in South

Africa where boyfriends are often involved in gang rapes. The word tournante is a French

adjective meaning "turning" and is used as a slang term to mean a gang rape. According to the

testimony of numerous victims, young Muslim women who stray from traditional conduct in the

immigrant neighborhoods, such as behaving and dressing like a westerner, or wanting to live as

Europeans or refusing to wear the traditional clothing, have been targeted for tournantes.
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According to Samira Bellil in a CNN interview, there was a trial in Lille regarding a 13-year-old

girl who had allegedly been gang-raped by 80 men

4. Hostile Working Environment

A hostile work environment exists when an employee experiences workplace harassment and

fears going to work because of the offensive, intimidating, or oppressive atmosphere generated

by the harasser based on race, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or, in

some jurisdictions, sexual orientation, political affiliation, citizenship status, marital status, or

personal appearance. Hostile work environment is also one of the two legal categories of sexual

harassment. The anti-discrimination statutes governing hostile work environment are not a

general civility code. Thus, federal law does not prohibit simple teasing, offhand comments, or

isolated incidents that are not extremely serious. Rather, the conduct must be so objectively

offensive as to alter the conditions of the individuals employment. The conditions of

employment are altered only if the harassment culminates in a tangible employment action or is

sufficiently severe or pervasive to create a hostile work environment.

In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:
Spouses As Victims

Child Victims

Elder Victims

Hate Crimes
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Topic : Spouses As Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts

 Explain why victims stay in abusive relationships

 Distinguish between the Cycle Theory of Violence and the Battered Women

 Syndrome

 Define and give examples of the Stockholm Syndrome

 Understand the various theories of spousal abuse

 Explain the advantages and disadvantages of mandatory arrest policies for those

Definition/Overview:

Spouses' Crime: Historically, many cultures have had a concept of spouses' conjugal rights to

sexual intercourse with each other. The proposition of Christian teaching's influence in Western

culture need be considered, in particular, St. Paul's teaching, "Let the husband render to his wife

the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority

over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have authority over

his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that

you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that Satan does not

tempt you because of your lack of self-control." This can be seen in Common law, in force in

North America and the British Commonwealth, where the very concept of marital rape was

treated as an impossibility. This was illustrated most vividly by Sir Matthew Hale, in his 1736

classic legal treatise, Historia Placitorum Coronae, History of the Pleas of the Crown, where he

wrote that such a rape could not be recognized since the wife "hath given up herself in this kind

unto her husband, which she cannot retract." As the concept of human rights has developed, the

belief of a marital right to sexual intercourse has become less widely held. In December 1993,

the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights published the Declaration on the

Elimination of Violence against Women . This establishes marital rape as a human rights

violation. This is not fully recognized by all UN member states. In 1997, UNICEF reported that

just 17 states criminalized marital rape. In 2003, UNIFEM reported that more than 50 states did

so. In 2006, the UN Secretary General found "Marital rape may be prosecuted in at least 104

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

30
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



States. Of these, 32 have made marital rape a specific criminal offence, while the remaining 74

[sic] do not exempt marital rape from general rape provisions. Four States criminalize marital

rape only when the spouses are judicially separated." Many United States rape statutes used to

preclude spousal prosecution, including estranged or even legally separated couples. In 1975,

South Dakota removed this exception. By 1993, this was the case throughout the United States.

However, as of 1999, 33 of 50 U.S. states regard spousal rape as a lesser crime. The perpetrator

may be charged with related crimes such as assault, battery, or spousal abuse. It is also known

that even if a spouse has an illness causing an inability to sexually respond, the other spouse may

engage him or her in conjugal relations without criminal liability. There are other criminal

charges that may be inapplicable to married couples. For example, in the U.S., marriage

precludes a charge of statutory rape even if one of the spouses is under the age of consent in the

jurisdiction where the sexual act takes place.

Key Points:

1. Why Victims Stay In Abusive Relationships

Relational aggression, also known as covert bullying is a type of psychological abuse in which

harm is caused through or to relationships. Relational aggression is more common and more

studied among girls than boys and varies by age; younger children are more likely to use overt

means such as refusing to play with another child. Older children are more likely to be covert,

using rumours, lies and indirect means. Physical force is not necessarily used in rape, and

physical injuries are not always a consequence. Deaths associated with rape are known to occur,

though the prevalence of fatalities varies considerably across the world. For victims the more

common consequences of sexual violence are those related to reproductive health, mental health,

and social wellbeing.

2. Cycle Theory of Violence

Social cycle theories are one of the earliest social theories in sociology. Unlike the theory of

social evolutionism, which views the evolution of society and human history as progressing in

some new, unique direction(s), sociological cycle theory argues that events and stages of society

and history are generally repeating themselves in cycles. Such a theory does not necessarily
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imply there cannot be any social progress. In the early theory of Ssu-Ma Ch'ien, more recent

theories of long-term ("secular") political-demographic cycles and the Varnic theory of P.R.

Sarkar an explicit accounting is made of social progress.

3. Stockholm Syndrome

Stockholm syndrome is a psychological response sometimes seen in abducted hostages, in which

the hostage shows signs of loyalty to the hostage-taker, regardless of the danger or risk in which

they have been placed. The syndrome is named after the Norrmalmstorg robbery of

Kreditbanken at Norrmalmstorg, Stockholm, Sweden, in which the bank robbers held bank

employees hostage from August 23 to August 28 in 1973. In this case, the victims became

emotionally attached to their victimizers, and even defended their captors after they were freed

from their six-day ordeal. The term "Stockholm Syndrome" was coined by the criminologist and

psychiatrist Nils Bejerot, who assisted the police during the robbery, and referred to the

syndrome in a news broadcast. "Stockholm syndrome" is not a medical term because it's a state

of mind. In 2008, a group of scholars studied twelve highly-publicized cases of Stockholm

syndrome, publishing their results in Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavia. They argued that, as the

media accounts lacked "access to primary sources" or an "identification of a pattern of features

exhibited in Stockholm syndrome," the characterization of any of these events as Stockholm

syndrome could have been due to reporting bias.

4. Spousal/Domestic Abuse

Domestic violence (also known as domestic abuse, spousal abuse, or intimate partner violence)

occurs when a family member, partner or ex-partner attempts to physically or psychologically

dominate another. Domestic violence often refers to violence between spouses, or spousal abuse

but can also include cohabitants and non-married intimate partners. Domestic violence occurs in

all cultures; people of all races, ethnicities, religions, sexes and classes can be perpetrators of

domestic violence. Domestic violence is perpetrated by both men and women. Domestic

violence has many forms, including physical violence, sexual abuse, emotional abuse,

intimidation, economic deprivation, and threats of violence. Violence can be criminal and

includes physical assault (hitting, pushing, shoving, etc.), sexual abuse (unwanted or forced

sexual activity), and stalking. Although emotional, psychological and financial abuse are not
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criminal behaviors, they are forms of abuse and can lead to criminal violence. There are a

number of dimensions including:

 Mode: physical, psychological, sexual and/or social.

 Frequency: on/off, occasional and chronic.

 Severity: in terms of both psychological or physical harm and the need for treatment.

 Transitory or permanent injury: mild, moderate, severe and up to homicide.

An important component of domestic violence, often ignored is the realm of passive abuse,

leading to violence. Passive abuse is covert, subtle and veiled. This includes victimization,

procrastination, forgetfulness, ambiguity, neglect, spiritual and intellectual abuse. Recent

attention to domestic violence began in the women's movement, particularly feminism and

women's rights, in the 1970s, as concern about wives being beaten by their husbands gained

attention. Awareness and documentation of domestic violence differs from country to country.

Estimates are that only about a third of cases of domestic violence are actually reported in the

United States and the United Kingdom. According to the Centers for Disease Control, domestic

violence is a serious, preventable public health problem affecting more than 32 million

Americans, or more than 10% of the U.S. population. Popular emphasis has tended to be on

women as the victims of domestic violence. However, with the rise of the men's movement, and

particularly masculism and men's rights, there is now advocacy for men victimized by women. In

a special report on violence related injuries by the US Department of justice (in August 1997)

hospital emergency room visits pertaining to domestic violence indicated that physically abused

men represent just under one-sixth of the total patients admitted to hospital reporting domestic

violence as the cause of their injuries (see table 7 of this report). The report highlights that

significantly more men than women did not disclose the identity of their attacker. Spousal abuse

is defined as any intentional act or series of acts that cause injury to the spouse

 These acts may be physical, emotional, or sexual

 Spouse is gender neutral and therefore the abuse may occur to a man or woman

 Spouse includes those who are married, cohabitating, or involved in a serious relationship

 Also includes those who are separated and living apart from their former spouses
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Topic : Child Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Be able to distinguish between the different types of physical child abuse

 Recognize when poor parenting becomes child neglect

 Understand the dynamics involved in child sexual abuse

 Distinguish between the different theories regarding child abuse

Definition/Overview:

Child victimization: Child victimization or child abuse is the physical, psychological or sexual

maltreatment of children. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) defines child

maltreatment as any act or series of acts or commission or omission by a parent or other

caregiver that results in harm, potential for harm, or threat of harm to a child. Most child abuse

happens in a child's home, with a smaller amount occurring in the organizations, schools or

communities they interact with. There are four major categories of child abuse: neglect, physical

abuse, psychological/emotional abuse, and sexual abuse. Different jurisdictions have developed

their own definitions of what constitutes child abuse is for the purposes of removing a child from

their family and/or prosecuting a criminal charge. The mental health journal states that child

abuse is defined as any recent act or failure to act on the part of a parent or caretaker which

results in death, serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse or exploitation, an act or

failure to act which presents an imminent risk of serious harm.

Key Points:

1. Different Types of Physical Child Abuse

Child abuse can take many forms:

 Neglect, in which the responsible adult fails to adequately provide for various needs, including

physical (failure to provide adequate food, clothing, or hygiene), emotional (failure to provide

nurturing or affection) or educational (failure to enroll a child in school).
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 Physical abuse is physical aggression directed at a child by an adult. It can involve striking,

burning, choking or shaking a child, and the distinction between discipline and abuse is often

poorly defined. The transmission of toxins to a child through their mother (such as with fetal

alcohol syndrome) can also be considered physical abuse in some jurisdictions.

 Child sexual abuse is any sexual act between an adult and a child, including penetration,

fondling, exposure to adult sexuality and violations of privacy.

 Psychological abuse, also known as emotional abuse, which can involve belittling or shaming a

child, inappropriate or extreme punishment and the withholding of affection.

2. Poor Parenting Becomes Child Neglect

Parenting is the process of raising and educating a child from birth, or before, until adulthood. In

the case of humans, it is usually done by the biological parents of the child in question, although

governments and society take a role as well. In many cases, orphaned or abandoned children

receive parental care from non-parent blood relations. Others may be adopted, raised by foster

care, or be placed in an orphanage. The goals of human parenting are debated. Usually, parental

figures provide for a child's physical needs, protect them from harm, and impart in them skills

and cultural values until they reach legal adulthood, usually after adolescence. Among non-

human species, parenting is usually less lengthy and complicated, though mammals tend to

nurture their young extensively. The degree of attention parents invest in their offspring is

largely inversely proportional to the number of offspring the average adult in the species

produces. Children often present for treatment in one of several circumstances, including

criminal investigations, custody battles, problematic behaviors, and referrals from CPS. The

three major modalities for therapy with children and teenagers are family therapy, group therapy,

and individual therapy. Which course is used depends on a variety of factors that must be

assessed on a case by case basis. For instance, treatment of young children generally requires

strong parental involvement, and can benefit from family therapy. Adolescents tend to be more

independent, can benefit from individual or group therapy. The modality also shifts during the

course of treatment, for example group therapy is rarely used in the initial stages, as the subject

matter is very personal and/or embarrassing. Major factors that affect both the pathology and

response to treatment include the type and severity of the sexual act, its frequency, the age at

which it occurred, and the childs family of origin.
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3. Theories Regarding Child Abuse

According to the (American) National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse, in 1997 neglect

represented 54% of confirmed cases of child abuse, physical abuse 22%, sexual abuse 8%,

emotional maltreatment 4%, and other forms of maltreatment 12%. According to a UNICEF

report on child well-being the United States and the United Kingdom ranked lowest among first

world nations with respect to the well being of their children. This study also found that child

neglect and child abuse are far more common in single-parent families than in families where

both parents are present. Recently a study conducted by the Center for Disease Control and

Prevention found that 1 in 50 infants in the United States are victims of nonfatal neglect or

abuse. In the US, neglect is defined as the failure to meet the basic needs of children including

housing, clothing, food and access to medical care. Researchers found over 91,000 cases of

neglect over the course of one year with their information coming from a database of cases

verified by protective services agencies. Children with a history of neglect or physical abuse are

at risk of developing psychiatric problems, or a disorganized attachment style. Disorganized

attachment is associated with a number of developmental problems, including dissociative

symptoms, as well as anxiety, depressive, and acting-out symptoms. A study by Dante Cicchetti

found that 80% of abused and maltreated infants exhibited symptoms of disorganized

attachment.

Victims of childhood abuse also suffer from different types of physical health problems later on

in life. Many reportedly suffer from some type of chronic head, abdominal, pelvic, or muscular

pain with no identifiable reason. Even though the majority of childhood abuse victims know or

believe that their abuse is, or can be, the cause of different health problems in their adult life, for

the great majority their abuse was not directly associated with those problems, indicating that

sufferers were most likely diagnosed with other possible causes for their health problems, instead

of their childhood abuse. The effects of child abuse vary, depending on its type. A 2006 study

found that childhood emotional and sexual abuse were strongly related to adult depressive

symptoms, while exposure to verbal abuse and witnessing of domestic violence had a moderately

strong association, and physical abuse a moderate one. For depression, experiencing more than

two kinds of abuse exerted synergetically stronger symptoms. Sexual abuse was particularly
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deleterious in its intrafamilial form, for symptoms of depression, anxiety, dissociation, and

limbic irritability. Childhood verbal abuse had a stronger association with anger-hostility than

any other type of abuse studied, and was second only to emotional abuse in its relationship with

dissociative symptoms. More generally, in the case of 23 of the 27 illnesses listed in the

questionnaire of a French INSEE survey, some statistically significant correlation were found

between repeated illness and family traumas encountered by the child before the age of 18 years.

These relationships show that inequality in terms of illness and suffering is not only social. It has

also its origins in the family, where it is associated with the degrees of lasting affective problems

(lack of affection, parental discord, the prolonged absence of a parent, or a serious illness

affecting either the mother or father) that individuals report having experienced in childhood.

Topic : Elder Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts

 Some of the definitional issues that affect the validity of examining the problem of elder abuse

 The nature and extent of elder abuse in the United States

 The different causation theories of elder abuse

 The various types of criminal victimizations and their impact on elders

Definition/Overview:

Elder Abuse: Elder often becomes the victims of difference physical and verbal abuse. Elder

abuse is a general term used to describe certain types of harm to older adults. Other terms

commonly used include : "senior abuse", "abuse in later life", "abuse of older adults", "abuse of

older women" and "abuse of older men." One of the more commonly accepted definitions of

elder abuse is "a single, or repeated act, or lack of appropriate action, occurring within any

relationship where there is an expectation of trust which causes harm or distress to an older

person." This definition has been adopted by the World Health Organisation from a definition

put forward by Action on Elder Abuse in the UK. The core feature of this definition is that it
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focuses on harms where there is 'expectation of trust' of the older person toward their abuser.

Thus it includes harms by people the older person knows or with whom they have a relationship,

such as a spouse, partner or family member, a friend or neighbour, or people that the older

person relies on for services. Many forms of elder abuse are recognized as types of domestic

violence or family violence.

Key Points:

1. Elder Abuse: Definitional Issues

The term elder abuse does not include general criminal activity against older persons, such as

'muggings' in the street or 'distraction burglary', where a stranger distracts an older person at the

doorstep while another person enters the property to steal. In 2006 the [International Network

for Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA)] designated June 15th as World Elder Abuse Awareness

Day (WEAAD) and an increasing number of events are held across the globe on this day to raise

awareness of elder abuse, and highlight ways to challenge such abuse. Although there are

common themes of elder abuse across nations, there are also unique manifestations based upon

history, culture, economic strength and societal perceptions of older people within nations

themselves. The fundamental common denominator is the use of power and control by one

individual to affect the well-being and status of another, older, individual. There are several

types of abuse of older people that are universally recognised as being elder abuse and these

include:

 Physical: e.g. hitting, punching, slapping, burning, pushing, kicking, restraining, false

imprisonment/confinement, or giving too much medication or the wrong medication;

 Psychological: e.g. shouting, swearing, frightening, blaming, ridiculing, constantly criticizing,

ignoring or humiliating a person. A common theme is a perpetrator who identifies something that

matters to an older person and then uses it to coerce an older person into a particular action;

 Financial: e.g. illegal or unauthorized use of a persons property, money, pension book or other

valuables (including changing the person's will to name the abuser as heir), often fraudulently

obtaining power of attorney, followed by deprivation of money or other property, or by eviction

from own home;
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 Sexual: e.g. forcing a person to take part in any sexual activity without his or her consent,

including forcing them to participate in conversations of a sexual nature against their will;

 Neglect: e.g. depriving a person of food, heat, clothing or comfort or essential medication. In

addition some countries also recognise the following as elder abuse:

 Rights abuse: denying the civil and constitutional rights of a person who is old, but not declared

by court to be mentally incapacitated. This is an aspect of elder abuse that is increasingly being

recognized and adopted by nations

 Self-neglect: elderly persons neglecting themselves by not caring about their own health or

safety.

2. Nature and Extent of Elder Abuse in the United States

There has been limited research into the nature and extent of elder abuse, and it is often argued

that the absence of such data is a reflection of the low priority given to work associated with

older people. One study suggests that around 25% of vulnerable older adults will report abuse in

the previous month, totaling up to 6% of the general elderly population. However, some

consistent themes are beginning to emerge from interaction with abused elders, and through

limited and small scale research projects. Work undertaken in Canada suggests that

approximately 70% of elder abuse is perpetrated against women, and this is supported by

evidence from the AEA helpline in the UK which identifies women as victims in 67% of calls.

Also domestic violence in later life may be a continuation of long term partner abuse and, in

some cases, abuse may begin with retirement or the onset of a health condition. Certainly, abuse

increases with age, with 78% of victims being over 70 years of age. The higher proportion of

spousal homicides supports the suggestion that abuse of older women is often a continuation of

long term spousal abuse against women. In contrast, the risk of homicide for older men was far

greater outside the family than within. This is an important point because the domestic violence

of older people is often not recognized, and consequently strategies which have proved effective

within the domestic violence arena have not been routinely transferred into circumstances

involving the family abuse of older people. According to the AEA helpline in the UK, abuse

occurs primarily in the family home (64%), followed by residential care(23%)and then hospitals

(5%), although a helpline does not necessarily provide a true reflection of such situations as it is

based upon the physical and mental ability of people to utilize such a resource.
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3. Different Causation Theories of Elder Abuse

Causality denotes a necessary relationship between one event (called cause) and another event

(called effect) which is the direct consequence of the first. While this informal understanding

suffices in everyday use, the philosophical analysis of how best to characterize causality extends

over millennia. In the western philosophical tradition explicit discussion stretches back at least as

far as Aristotle, and the topic remains a staple in contemporary philosophy journals. Though

cause and effect are typically related to events, other candidates include processes, properties,

variables, facts, and states of affairs; which of these make up the correct causal relata, and how

best to characterize the nature of the relationship between them, has as yet no universally

accepted answer, and remains under discussion. The majority of abusers are relatives, typically

the spouse/partner or sons and daughters, although the type of abuse differs according to the

relationship. In some situations such abuse is 'domestic violence grown old', a situation in which

the abusive behaviour of a spouse or partner toward another continues into old age. In some

cases the older abuser becomes the older victim and the younger victim becomes the younger

abuser. In other situations it is older people attempting to care and support other older people and

failing, in the absence of external support. With sons and daughters it tends to be financial abuse,

justified by a belief that it is nothing more than the 'advance inheritance' of property, valuables

and money. Within paid care environments, abuse can occur for a variety of reasons. Some

abuse is institutional in that it is a consequence of practices or processes that are part of running

of a care institution or service. Some abuse is the wilful act of cruelty inflicted by a single

individual upon an older person. And some abuse is a consequence of lack of knowledge, lack of

training, lack of support, or insufficient resourcing. Sometimes this type of abuse is referred to as

'poor practice', although it is important to recognize that this term reflects the motive of the

perpetrator (the causation) rather than the impact upon the older person. With the aging of

today's population, there is the potential that elder abuse will increase unless it is more

comprehensively recognized and addressed.

4. Criminal Victimizations

A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and criminal law, the identifiable person

who has been harmed individually and directly by the perpetrator or defendant, rather than

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

40
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



merely society as a whole. However, this may not always be the case, as with victims of white

collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly linked to the crime, and are often

denied their status as victims by the social construction of the concept. Not all criminologists

even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also remains a controversial topic

within women's studies. The United States Supreme Court first recognized the rights of crime

victims to make a victim impact statement in the sentencing phase of a criminal trial in the case

of Payne v. Tennessee 501 U.S. 808 (1991). A victim impact panel is a form of community-

based or restorative justice in which the crime victims (or relatives and friends of deceased crime

victims) meet with the defendant after conviction to tell the convict about how the criminal

activity affected them, in the hope of rehabilitation or deterrence. One of the most controversial

sub-topics within the broader topic is victimization. The concept of "victim-proneness" is a

"highly moralistic way of assigning guilt" to the victim of a crime, also known as victim

blaming. One theory, the environmental theory, posits that the location and context of the crime

gets the victim of the crime and the perpetrator of that crime together. That may just be an

academic way of stating that the victim was in the wrong place at the wrong time. There have

been some studies recently to quantify the real existence of victim-proneness. Contrary to the

urban legend that more women are repeat victims, and thus more victim-prone than men, actually

men in their prime (24 to 34 year old males) are more likely to be victims of repeated crimes.

While each study used different methodology, their results must be taken seriously and further

studies are warranted. The study of victimology may also include the "culture of victimhood,"

wherein the victim of a crime revels in his status, proclaiming that self-created victimhood

throughout a community by winning the sympathy of professionals and peers. In the case of

juvenile offenders, the study results also show that people are more likely to be victimized as a

result of a serious offense by someone they know; the most frequent crimes committed by

adolescents towards someone they know were sexual assault, common assault, and homicide.

Adolescents victimizing people they did not know generally committed common assault, forcible

confinement, armed robbery, and robbery
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Topic : Hate Crimes
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Discuss hate crime victims in United States

 Explain arguments for hate crime laws

 Explain arguments in opposition to hate crime laws

 Hate crime laws in the United States

Definition/Overview:

Hate crimes: Hate crimes (also known as bias motivated crimes) occur when a perpetrator

targets a victim because of his or her membership in a certain social group, usually defined by

racial group, religion, sexual orientation, disability, ethnicity, nationality, age, gender, gender

identity, or political affiliation. Hate crime can take two forms: "hate crimes" generally refers to

criminal acts which are seen to have been motivated by ethnic or class hatred. The second kind is

hate speech, which is speech as defined as a crime. While hate crimes are rarely debated, the hate

speech concept is controversial, as criminalizing speech can be seen as impugning freedom of

speech. Incidents may involve physical assault, damage to property, bullying, harassment, verbal

abuse or insults, or offensive graffiti or letters

Key Points:

1. Hate Crime Victims in United States

In the United States, anti-black bias was the most frequently reported hate crime motivation.

(African-Americans constitute the second-largest minority group; Hispanics are the largest). Of

the nearly 8,000 hate crimes reported to the FBI in 1995, almost 3,000 of them were motivated

by bias against blacks. Other frequently reported bias motivations were anti-white, anti-Jewish,

anti-gay, and anti-Hispanic. Hate crime laws generally fall into one of several categories: (1)

laws defining specific bias-motivated acts as distinct crimes; (2) criminal penalty-enhancement

laws; (3) laws creating a distinct civil cause of action for hate crimes; and (4) laws requiring

administrative agencies to collect hate crime statistics. Sometimes (as in Bosnia and
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Herzegovina), the laws focus on war crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity with the

prohibition against discriminatory action limited to public officials.

2. Arguments for Hate Crime Laws

Justifications for harsher punishments for hate crimes focus on the notion that hate crimes cause

greater individual and societal harm. In Wisconsin v. Mitchell, the Supreme Court of the United

States unanimously found that "bias-motivated crimes are more likely to provoke retaliatory

crimes, inflict distinct emotional harms on their victims, and incite community unrest.... The

State's desire to redress these perceived harms provides an adequate explanation for its penalty-

enhancement provision over and above mere disagreement with offenders' beliefs or biases. As

Blackstone said long ago, 'it is but reasonable that, among crimes of different natures, those

should be most severely punished which are the most destructive of the public safety and

happiness.'" It is said that, when the core of a persons identity is attacked, the degradation and

dehumanization is especially severe, and additional emotional and physiological problems are

likely to result. Society then, in turn, can suffer from the disempowerment of a group of people.

Furthermore, it is asserted that the chances for retaliatory crimes are greater when a hate crime

has been committed. The riots in Los Angeles, California, that followed the beating of Rodney

King, a Black motorist, by a group of White police officers are cited as support for this

argument. The U.S. Supreme Court unanimously found that penalty-enhancement hate crime

statutes do not conflict with free speech rights because they do not punish an individual for

exercising freedom of expression; rather, they allow courts to consider motive when sentencing a

criminal for conduct which is not protected by the First Amendment. When it enacted the Hate

Crimes Act of 2000, the New York State Legislature found that: Hate crimes do more than

threaten the safety and welfare of all citizens. They inflict on victims incalculable physical and

emotional damage and tear at the very fabric of free society. Crimes motivated by invidious

hatred toward particular groups not only harm individual victims but send a powerful message of

intolerance and discrimination to all members of the group to which the victim belongs. Hate

crimes can and do intimidate and disrupt entire communities and vitiate the civility that is

essential to healthy democratic processes. In a democratic society, citizens cannot be required to

approve of the beliefs and practices of others, but must never commit criminal acts on account of

them. Current law does not adequately recognize the harm to public order and individual safety
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that hate crimes cause. Therefore, our laws must be strengthened to provide clear recognition of

the gravity of hate crimes and the compelling importance of preventing their recurrence.

Accordingly, the legislature finds and declares that hate crimes should be prosecuted and

punished with appropriate severity."

3. Arguments in opposition to hate crime laws

The U.S. Supreme Court unanimously found that hate crime statutes which criminalize bias-

motivated speech or symbolic speech conflict with free speech rights because they isolated

certain words based on their content or viewpoint. Some have argued hate crime laws bring the

law into disrepute and further divide society, as groups apply to have their critics silenced. Some

have argued that if it is true that all violent crimes are the result of the perpetrator's contempt for

the victim, then all crimes are hate crimes. Thus, if there is no alternate rationale for prosecuting

some people more harshly for the same crime based on who the victim is, then different

defendants are treated unequally under the law, which violates the United States Constitution. To

try to isolate motivation in cases such as rape and murder to fit into one of two categories is

ridiculous. The victims in either case suffer the same result. To legislate different penalties based

upon a changing definition of what constitutes hate criminalizes thought and not actions. In a

free society, one's thoughts and ideas should be protected even if they offend the sensitivities of

other groups. Its when a physical crime is perpetrated, regardless of the motivation, that the same

punishment should be enforced.

4. Hate crime laws in the United States

Hate crime laws in the United States (also known as bias crimes) protect against crimes

motivated by enmity or animus against a protected class. Although state and federal laws vary,

typical protected characteristics are race, religion, ethnicity, nationality, gender, sexual

orientation, gender identity, and disability. The current statutes permit federal prosecution of hate

crimes committed on the basis of a person's race, color, religion, or nation origin when engaging

in a federally protected activity, 18 U.S.C. 245, (see 1969 law, infra). Legislation is currently

pending that would add gender, sexual orientation, gender-identity, and disability to this list, as

well as remove the prerequisite that the victim be engaging in a federally protected activity. The

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

44
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



U.S. Department of Justice/FBI, as well as campus security authorities, are required to collect

and publish hate crime statistics

In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Special Victim Populations

International Victimology

Negligence And Intentional Torts

Topic : Special Victim Populations
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Explain why it is important to understand different cultures

 List the elements of an effective cultural diversity program

 List the indicators of bias crimes

 Explain the different types of bias crime offenders

 Discuss the victimization of disabled persons

 Understand the dynamics involved in gay and lesbian abuse

Definition/Overview:

Victimology: Victimology is the scientific study of victimization, including the relationships

between victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -

- that is, the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims

and other societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.

Speaking in the context of victim population, hate crimes (also known as bias motivated crimes)

occur when a perpetrator targets a victim because of his or her membership in a certain social

group, usually defined by racial group, religion, sexual orientation, disability, ethnicity,
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nationality, age, gender, gender identity, or political affiliation. Hate crime can take two forms:

"hate crimes" generally refers to criminal acts which are seen to have been motivated by ethnic

or class hatred. The second kind is hate speech, which is speech as defined as a crime. While

hate crimes are rarely debated, the hate speech concept is controversial, as criminalizing speech

can be seen as impugning freedom of speech. Incidents may involve physical assault, damage to

property, bullying, harassment, verbal abuse or insults, or offensive graffiti or letters

Key Points:

1. Importance to Understand Different Cultures

Culture (from the Latin cultura stemming from colere, meaning "to cultivate") is difficult to

define. For example, in 1952, Alfred Kroeber and Clyde Kluckhohn compiled a list of 164

definitions of "culture" in Culture: A Critical Review of Concepts and Definitions. However, the

word "culture" is most commonly used in three basic senses:

 Excellence of taste in the fine arts and humanities

 An integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behavior that depends upon the capacity

for symbolic thought and social learning

 The set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that characterizes an institution,

organization or group.

When the concept first emerged in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe, it connoted a

process of cultivation or improvement, as in agriculture or horticulture. In the nineteenth century,

it came to refer first to the betterment or refinement of the individual, especially through

education, and then to the fulfillment of national aspirations or ideals. In the mid-nineteenth

century, some scientists used the term "culture" to refer to a universal human capacity. In the

twentieth century, "culture" emerged as a concept central to anthropology, encompassing all

human phenomena that are not purely results of human genetics. Specifically, the term "culture"

in American anthropology had two meanings: (1) the evolved human capacity to classify and

represent experiences with symbols, and to act imaginatively and creatively; and (2) the distinct

ways that people living in different parts of the world classified and represented their

experiences, and acted creatively. Following World War II, the term became important, albeit
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with different meanings, in other disciplines such as sociology, cultural studies, organizational

psychology and management studies.

2. Effective Cultural Diversity Program

Cultural diversity is the variety of human societies or cultures in a specific region, or in the world

as a whole. (The term is also sometimes used to refer to multiculturalism within an organization.

This article does not currently cover that alternative meaning.) There is a general consensus

among mainstream anthropologists that humans first emerged in Africa about two million years

ago. Since then they have spread throughout the world, successfully adapting to widely differing

conditions and to periodic cataclysmic changes in local and global climate. The many separate

societies that emerged around the globe differed markedly from each other, and many of these

differences persist to this day. As well as the more obvious cultural differences that exist

between people, such as language, dress and traditions, there are also significant variations in the

way societies organize themselves, in their shared conception of morality, and in the ways they

interact with their environment. It is debatable whether these differences are merely incidental

artefacts arising from patterns of human migration or whether they represent an evolutionary trait

that is key to our success as a species. By analogy with biodiversity, which is thought to be

essential to the long-term survival of life on earth, it can be argued that cultural diversity may be

vital for the long-term survival of humanity; and that the conservation of indigenous cultures

may be as important to humankind as the conservation of species and ecosystems is to life in

general. The General Conference of UNESCO took this position in 2001, asserting in Article 1

of the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity that "...cultural diversity is as necessary for

humankind as biodiversity is for nature." This position is rejected by some people, however, on

several grounds. Firstly, like most evolutionary accounts of human nature, the importance of

cultural diversity for survival may be an un-testable hypothesis, which can neither be proved nor

disproved. Secondly, it can be argued that it is unethical deliberately to conserve "less

developed" societies, because this will deny people within those societies the benefits of

technological and medical advances enjoyed by those of us in the "developed" world. Finally,

there are some people, particularly those with strong religious beliefs, who maintain that it is in

the best interests of individuals and of humanity as a whole that all people adhere to the single

model for society that they deem to be correct. For example, fundamentalist evangelist
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missionary organisations such as the New Tribes Mission actively work to reduce cultural

diversity by seeking out remote tribal societies, converting them to their own faith, and inducing

them to remodel their society after its principles

3. Indicators of Bias Crimes

Concern about hate crimes has become increasingly prominent among policymakers in many

nations and at all levels of government in recent years, but the phenomenon is not new.

Examples from the past include Roman persecution of Christians, the Ottoman genocide of

Armenians, and the Nazi "final solution" for the Jews, and more recently, the ethnic cleansing in

Bosnia and genocide in Rwanda. Hate crimes have shaped and sometimes defined world history.

In the United States, racial and religious biases have inspired most hate crimes. As Europeans

began to colonize the New World in the 16th and 17th centuries, Native Americans increasingly

became the targets of bias-motivated intimidation and violence. During the past two centuries,

some of the more typical examples of hate crimes in the US include lynchings of African

Americans, cross burnings to drive black families from predominantly white neighborhoods,

assaults on gay, lesbian and transgender people, and the painting of swastikas on Jewish

synagogues, as well as attacks against European Americans, such as the Murder of Channon

Christian and Christopher Newsom and the Wichita Massacre.

Topic : International Victimology
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Be familiar with the evolution of Victimology at the international level.

 Discuss the various types of international crime against humanity.

 Explain the globalization of crime and its impact on victims

 Understand the role of the United Nations and its response to victims of crime.

 Distinguish between the various types of international crime victims.
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Definition/Overview:

Victimology: Victimology is the scientific study of victimization, including the relationships

between victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -

- that is, the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims

and other societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.

A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and criminal law, the identifiable person

who has been harmed individually and directly by the perpetrator or defendant, rather than

merely society as a whole. However, this may not always be the case, as with victims of white

collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly linked to the crime, and are often

denied their status as victims by the social construction of the concept. Not all criminologists

even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also remains a controversial topic

within women's studies. The United States Supreme Court first recognized the rights of crime

victims to make a victim impact statement in the sentencing phase of a criminal trial in the case

of Payne v. Tennessee 501 U.S. 808 (1991). A victim impact panel is a form of community-

based or restorative justice in which the crime victims (or relatives and friends of deceased crime

victims) meet with the defendant after conviction to tell the convict about how the criminal

activity affected them, in the hope of rehabilitation or deterrence.

Key Points:

1. Crimes against humanity

Crimes against humanity, as defined by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

Explanatory Memorandum, "are particularly odious offences in that they constitute a serious

attack on human dignity or grave humiliation or a degradation of one or more human beings.

They are not isolated or sporadic events, but are part either of a government policy (although the

perpetrators need not identify themselves with this policy) or of a wide practice of atrocities

tolerated or condoned by a government or a de facto authority. However, murder, extermination,

torture, rape, political, racial, or religious persecution and other inhumane acts reach the

threshold of crimes against humanity only if they are part of a widespread or systematic practice.

Isolated inhumane acts of this nature may constitute grave infringements of human rights, or
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depending on the circumstances, war crimes, but may fall short of falling into the category of

crimes under discussion

2. Globalization of Crime and Its Impact on Victims

Globalization or transnational organized crime (TOC or transnational crime) is organized crime

coordinated across national borders. Transnational organized crime is widely opposed on the

basis of a number of negative effects. It can undermine democracy, disrupt free markets, drain

national assets, and inhibit the development of stable societies. In doing so, it has been argued,

national and international criminal groups threaten the security of all nations. According to

Louise I. Shelley, Director of the Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption (TTCC) Center

at American University "Transnational crime will be a defining issue of the 21st century for

policymakers - as defining as the Cold War was for the 20th century and colonialism was for the

19th. Terrorists and transnational crime groups will proliferate because these crime groups are

major beneficiaries of globalization. They take advantage of increased travel, trade, rapid money

movements, telecommunications and computer links, and are well positioned for growth." The

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime has already been adopted

fight against transnational organized crime, with the recognition of UN Member States that this

is a serious and growing problem that can only be solved through close international cooperation

since November 2000. The Ad Hoc Committee established by the United Nations General

Assembly is to deal with this problem by taking a series of measures against transnational

organized crime. These include the creation of domestic criminal offences to combat the

problem, and the adoption of new, sweeping frameworks for mutual legal assistance, extradition,

law-enforcement cooperation and technical assistance and training.

3. Globalization of Crime and Its Impact on Victims

In the year 2003, the United Nations adopted The UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC),

which had come into force in the year 2005; so far 128 countries have ratified it.UN Office on

Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is the custodian of the convention against corruption and through its

Global Programme against Corruption (GPAC) it provides practical assistance and technical

capacity building to implement the convention and the program efforts are focused on supporting

Member States in the development of anti-corruption policies and institutions. Besides, UNODC
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promotes inter agency through a body, The International Group for Anti-Corruption

Coordination (IGAC) which is composed of organisations, including NGO's, active

internationally in anti-corruption policy, advocacy and enforcement. To mark the occasion of

signing of the treaty, 9th December was declared by the UN General Assembly as the

International Anti Corruption Day.To mark the occasion, UNODC ROSA, organized a series of

Street Play Performances directed by Arvind Gaur.The plays have been conceptualised to raise

public awareness on issues of corruption.

The United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute commonly known as

UNICRI - is one of the 5 global Research and Training Institutes of the United Nations which

report to the UN Secretary General. Its main headquarters are located in Turin, Italy. As

specified by its motto, Advancing Security, Serving Justice, Building Peace, the aim of the

Institute is to contribute to the formulation and implementation of sound security, crime

prevention and criminal justice policies. The Institute carries out its activities as a first response

broker through three main units: Justice, Protection and Ethics; Anti-human trafficking and

Emerging Crimes; and the Security Governance/Counter-Terrorism Laboratory. Within this

framework, UNICRI carries out applied research and technical cooperation. Examples of

UNICRIs activities include the following: studying major patterns in crime; contribution to

improved policy research; analysis of international and national criminal justice strategies; and

the establishment of national and international networks of information exchange in the field of

counter-terrorism and security strategies; and general training activities aimed at providing the

highest calibre of law enforcement personnel and judicial practitioners.

4. Various Types of International Crime Victims

A crime against peace, in international law, refers to "planning, preparation, initiation, or waging

of wars of aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties, agreements or assurances, or

participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the foregoing".

This definition of crimes against peace was first incorporated into the Nuremberg Principles and

later included in the United Nations Charter. This definition would play a part in defining

aggression as a crime against peace. An important exception to the foregoing are defensive

military actions taken under Article 51 of the UN Charter. Such defensive actions are subject to

immediate Security Council review, but do not require UN permission to be legal within
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international law. "Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or

collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations." (UN

Charter, Article 51) The Security Council will determine if the action is legally the "right of

individual or collective self-defence", or it may appoint another UN organ to do this.

One of the principles of international law is that a treaty does not create either obligations or

rights for third states (pacta tertiis nec nocent nec prosunt) without their consent, and this is also

enshrined in the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. The co-operation of the non-

party states with the ICC is envisioned by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

to be of voluntary nature. However, even states that have not acceded to the Rome Statute might

still be subjects to an obligation to co-operate with ICC in certain cases. When a case is referred

to the ICC by the UN Security Council all UN member states are obliged to co-operate, since its

decisions are binding for all of them. Also, there is an obligation to respect and ensure respect for

international humanitarian law, which stems from the Geneva Conventions and Additional

Protocol I, which reflects the absolute nature of IHL. Although the wording of the Conventions

might not be precise as to what steps have to be taken, it has been argued that it at least requires

non-party states to make an effort not to block actions of ICC in response to serious violations of

those Conventions. In relation to co-operation in investigation and evidence gathering, it is

implied from the Rome Statute that the consent of a non-party state is a prerequisite for ICC

Prosecutor to conduct an investigation within its territory, and it seems that it is even more

necessary for him to observe any reasonable conditions raised by that state, since such

restrictions exist for states party to the Statute. Taking into account the experience of the ICTY

(which worked with the principle of the primacy, instead of complementarily) in relation to co-

operation, some scholars have expressed their pessimism as to the possibility of ICC to obtain

co-operation of non-party states. As for the actions that ICC can take towards non-party states

that do not co-operate, the Rome Statute stipulates that the Court may inform the Assembly of

States Parties or Security Council, when the matter was referred by it, when non-party state

refuses to co-operate after it has entered into an ad hoc arrangement or an agreement with the

Court.
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Topic : Negligence And Intentional Torts
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Compare and contrast negligence and the intentional torts

 Explain the difference between torts and criminal acts

 Distinguish between the torts of assault and battery

 Explain why the tort of mental distress is important to victims

 Understand the various defenses to negligence and intentional torts

Definition/Overview:

Negligence: Negligence (Lat. negligentia, from negligere, to neglect, literally "not to pick up")

is a legal concept in the common law legal systems usually used to achieve compensation for

injuries (not accidents). Negligence is a type of tort or delict (also known as a civil wrong).

However, the concept is sometimes used in criminal law as well. "Negligence" is not the same as

"carelessness", because someone might be exercising as much care as they are capable of, yet

still fall below the level of competence expected of them. It is the opposite of "diligence". It can

be generally defined as conduct that is culpable because it falls short of what a reasonable person

would do to protect another individual from foreseeable risks of harm. In the words of Lord

Blackburn, "those who go personally or bring property where they know that they or it may

come into collision with the persons or property of others have by law a duty cast upon them to

use reasonable care and skill to avoid such a collision." Through civil litigation, if an injured

person proves that another person acted negligently to cause his injury, he can recover damages

to compensate for his harm. Proving a case for negligence can potentially entitle the injured

plaintiff to compensation for harm to their body, property, mental well-being, financial status, or

intimate relationships. However, because negligence cases are very fact-specific, this general

definition does not fully explain the concept of when the law will require one person to

compensate another for losses caused by accidental injury. Further, the law of negligence at

common law is only one aspect of the law of liability. Although resulting damages must be

proved in order to recover compensation in a negligence action, the nature and extent of those

damages are not the primary focus of negligence cases.
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Tort law is the name given to a body of law that addresses, and provides remedies for, civil

wrongs not arising out of contractual obligations. A person who suffers legal damages may be

able to use tort law to receive compensation from someone who is legally responsible, or

"liable," for those injuries. Generally speaking, tort law defines what constitutes a legal injury

and establishes the circumstances under which one person may be held liable for another's injury.

Torts cover intentional acts and accidents. For instance, Alice throws a ball and accidentally hits

Brenda in the eye. Brenda may sue Alice for losses occasioned by the accident (e.g., costs of

medical treatment, lost income during time off work, pain and suffering, etc.). Whether or not

Brenda wins her suit depends on if she can prove Alice engaged in tortious conduct. Here,

Brenda would attempt to prove Alice had a duty and failed to exercise the standard of care which

a reasonable person would render in throwing the ball.

Key Points:

1. Compare and contrast negligence and the intentional torts

Negligence suits have historically been analyzed in stages, called elements, similar to the

analysis of crimes. Common law jurisdictions may differ slightly in the exact classification of the

elements of negligence, but the elements that must be established in every negligence case are:

duty, breach, causation, and damages. Each is defined and explained in greater detail in the

paragraphs below. Negligence can be conceived of as having just three elements - conduct,

causation and damages. More often, it is said to have four (duty, breach, causation and pecuniary

damages) or five (duty, breach, actual cause, proximate cause, and damages). Each would be

correct, depending on how much specificity someone is seeking. "The broad agreement on the

conceptual model," writes Professor Robertson of the University of Texas, "entails recognition

that the five elements are best defined with care and kept separate. But in practice," he goes on to

warn, "several varieties of confusion or conceptual mistakes have sometimes occurred." One of

the main topics of the substance of tort law is determining the "standard of care" - a legal phrase

that means distinguishing between when conduct is or is not tortious. Put another way, the big

issue is whether a person suffers the loss from his own injury, or whether it gets transferred to

someone else. Going back to the example above, if Alice threw the ball at Brenda on purpose,
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Brenda could sue for the intentional tort of battery. If it was an accident, Brenda must prove

negligence. To do this, Brenda must show that her injury was reasonably foreseeable, that Alice

owed Brenda a duty of care not to hit her with the ball, and that Alice failed to meet the standard

of care required. In much of the western world, the touchstone of tort liability is negligence. If

the injured party cannot prove that the person believed to have caused the injury acted with

negligence, at the very least, tort law will not compensate them. Tort law also recognizes

intentional torts and strict liability, which apply to defendants who engage in certain actions. In

tort law, injury is defined broadly. Injury does not just mean a physical injury, such as where

Brenda was struck by a ball. Injuries in tort law reflect any invasion of any number of individual

"interests." This includes interests recognized in other areas of law, such as property rights.

Actions for nuisance and trespass to land can arise from interfering with rights in real property.

Conversion and trespass to chattels can protect interference with movable property. Interests in

prospective economic advantages from contracts can also be injured and become the subject of

tort actions. A number of situations caused by parties in a contractual relationship may

nevertheless be tort rather than contract claims, such as breach of fiduciary duty.

2. Difference between Torts and Criminal Acts

Tort law may also be used to compensate for injuries to a number of other individual interests

that are not recognized in property or contract law, and are intangible. This includes an interest in

freedom from emotional distress, privacy interests, and reputation. These are protected by a

number of torts such as infliction, privacy torts, and defamation. Defamation and privacy torts

may, for example, allow a celebrity to sue a newspaper for publishing an untrue and harmful

statement about him. Other protected interests include freedom of movement, protected by the

intentional tort of false imprisonment. The equivalent of tort in civil law jurisdictions is delict.

The law of torts can be categorised as part of the law of obligations, but unlike voluntarily

assumed obligations (such as those of contract, or trust), the duties imposed by the law of torts

apply to all those subject to the relevant jurisdiction. To behave in 'tortious' manner is to harm

another's body, property, or legal rights, or possibly, to breach a duty owed under statute. One

who commits a tortious act is called a "tortfeasor". Torts is one of the American Bar Association

mandatory first year law school courses. The label of "crime" and the accompanying social

stigma normally confine their scope to those activities that are injurious to the general population
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or the State, including some that cause serious loss or damage to individuals. The label is

intended to assert an hegemony of a dominant population, or to reflect a consensus of

condemnation for the identified behavior and to justify a punishment imposed by the State, in the

event that an accused person is tried and convicted of a crime. Usually, the perpetrator of the

crime is a natural person, but in some jurisdictions and in some moral environments, legal

persons are also considered to have the capability of committing crimes.

3. Torts of Assault and Battery

Torts may be categorised in a number of ways: one such is to divide them into Negligence Torts,

and Intentional Torts. The dominant action in tort is negligence. The tort of negligence provides

a cause of action leading to damages, or to injunctive relief, in each case designed to protect

legal rights, including those of personal safety, property, and, in some cases, intangible economic

interests. Negligence actions include claims arising primarily from automobile accidents and

personal injury accidents of many kinds, including clinical negligence. Product liability cases

may also be considered negligence actions, but there is frequently a significant overlay of

additional statutory content. Among intentional torts may be certain torts arising out of the

occupation or use of land. One such is the tort of nuisance, which connotes strict liability for a

neighbor who interferes with another's enjoyment of his real property. Trespass allows owners to

sue for incursions by a person (or his structure, for example an overhanging building) on their

land. There is a tort of false imprisonment, and a tort of defamation, where someone makes an

unsupportable allegation represented to be factual which damages the reputation of another.

Workers' compensation laws were a legislative response to the common law torts doctrine

placing limits on the extent to which employees could sue their employers in respect of injuries

sustained during employment. The word 'vicarious' derives from the Latin for 'change' or

'alternation' or 'stead' and in tort law refers to the idea of one person being liable for the harm

caused by another, because of some legally relevant relationship. An example might be a parent

and a child, or an employer and an employee. You can sue an employer for the damage to you by

their employee, which was caused 'in the course of employment.' For example, if a shop

employee spilled cleaning liquid on the supermarket floor, one could sue the employee who

actually spilled the liquid, or sue the employers. In the aforementioned case, the latter option is

more practical as they are more likely to have more money. The law replies "since your
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employee harmed the claimant in the course of his employment, you bear responsibility for it,

because you have the control to hire and fire him, and reduce the risk of it happening again."

There is considerable academic debate about whether vicarious liability is justified on no better

basis than the search for a solvent defendant, or whether it is well founded on the theory of

efficient risk allocation.

In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:
Constitutional And Civil Rights Of Victims

Compensation And Restitution Of Victims Victim Impact Statements

:Constitutional And Civil Rights Of Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Distinguish between the various theories upon which liability may be imposed on tortfeasors

 Explain the history and significance of 42 U.S.C. Section 1983

 Discuss the ramifications of the Violence Against Women Act and how it

 Understand the use of injunctions

 Distinguish between absolute and qualified immunity
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Definition/Overview:

Crime and Constitution: Societies define crime as the breach of one or more rules or laws for

which some governing authority or force may ultimately prescribe a punishment. The word

crime originates from the Latin crimen (genitive criminis), from the Latin root cernō and Greek

κρινω = "I judge". Originally it meant "charge (in law), guilt, accusation". When society deems

informal relationships and sanctions insufficient to create and maintain a desired social order,

there may result more formalized systems of social control imposed by a government, or more

broadly, by a State. With the institutional and legal machinery at their disposal, agents of the

State can compel individuals to conform to behavioural codes and punish those that do not.

Authorities employ various mechanisms to regulate behaviour, including rules codified into

laws, policing people to ensure they comply with those laws, and other policies and practices

designed to prevent crime. In addition are remedies and sanctions, and collectively these

constitute a criminal justice system. Not all breaches of the law, however, are considered crimes,

for example, breaches of contract and other civil law offences. The law is codified in two

sections of the United States Code: Title 18, Chapter 1 (Crimes), 1841 (18 USC 1841) and Title

10, Chapter 22 (Uniform Code of Military Justice) 919a (Article 119a). The law applies only to

certain offenses over which the United States government has jurisdiction, including certain

crimes committed on Federal properties, against certain Federal officials and employees, and by

members of the military. In addition, it covers certain crimes that are defined by statute as

federal offenses wherever they occur, no matter who commits them, such as certain crimes of

terrorism. Because of principles of federalism embodied in the United States Constitution,

Federal criminal law does not apply to crimes prosecuted by the individual states. However, 34

states also recognize the fetus or "unborn child" as a crime victim, at least for purposes of

homicide or feticide.

The legislation was both hailed and vilified by various legal observers who interpreted the

measure as a step toward granting legal personhood to human fetuses, even though the bill

explicitly contained a provision excepting abortion, stating that the bill would not "be construed

to permit the prosecution" "of any person for conduct relating to an abortion for which the

consent of the pregnant woman, or a person authorized by law to act on her behalf", "of any

person for any medical treatment of the pregnant woman or her unborn child" or "of any woman
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with respect to her unborn child." The bill contained the alternate title of Laci and Conner's

Law after the California mother (Laci Peterson) and fetus (Conner Peterson) whose deaths were

widely publicized during the later stages of the congressional debate on the bill in 2003 and

2004. Scott Peterson was convicted of double homicide under California's fetal homicide law.

Prior to enactment of the federal law, the "child in utero" was, as a general rule, not recognized

as a victim of federal crimes of violence. Thus, in a federal crime that injured a pregnant woman

and killed the "child in utero," no homicide was recognized, in most cases. One exception was

the "born-alive rule," applied in US v. Spencer, 839 F.2d 1341 (9th Cir. 1988), a case in which

the child was born alive and died shortly afterwards; therefore there was no doubt that the

decedent was once a living person under the law. The Unborn Victims of Violence Act was first

introduced in Congress in 1999 by then-Congressman (later Senator) Lindsey Graham (R-SC).

It passed the House of Representatives in 1999 and 2001, but not the Senate. In 2003, the bill

was reintroduced in the House as H.R. 1997 by Rep. Melissa Hart of Pennsylvania. It was

ultimately co-sponsored by 136 other members of the House before it passed by a vote of 254 in

favor to 163 against on February 26, 2004. After several amendments were rejected, it was

passed in the Senate by a vote of 61-38 on March 25, 2004. It was signed into law by President

Bush on April 1, 2004.

Key Points:

1. Various Theories of Liability

In the most general sense, a liability is anything that is a hindrance, or puts individuals at a

disadvantage. It can also be used as a slang term to describe someone that puts a team or group

of which they are a member at a disadvantage, and would thus be better off without. In financial

accounting, a liability is defined as an obligation of an entity arising from past transactions or

events, the settlement of which may result in the transfer or use of assets, provision of services

or other yielding of economic benefits in the future.

 All type of borrowing from persons or banks for improving of a business or person income

which is payable during short or long time.

 They embody a duty or responsibility to others that entails settlement by future transfer or use of

assets, provision of services or other yielding of economic benefits, at a specified or
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determinable date, on occurrence of a specified event, or on demand;

 The duty or responsibility obligates the entity leaving it little or no discretion to avoid it; and,

 The transaction or event obligating the entity has already occurred.

Liabilities in financial accounting need not be legally enforceable; but can be based on equitable

obligations or constructive obligations. An equitable obligation is a duty based on ethical or

moral considerations. A constructive obligation is an obligation that can be inferred from a set

of facts in a particular situation as opposed to a contractually based obligation. It is the legal

bound obligation to pay debts.

 In law a legal liability is a situation in which a person is financially and legally responsible, such

in situations of tort concerning property or reputation and, therefore, must pay compensation for

any damage incurred; liability may be civil or criminal. See Strict liability. Under English law,

with the passing of the Theft Act 1978, it is an offense to dishonestly evade a liability. Payment

of damages usually resolved the liability. Vicarious liability arises under the common law

doctrine of agency respondent superior the responsibility of the superior for the acts of their

subordinate.

 In commercial law, limited liability is a form of business ownership in which business owners

are legally responsible for no more than the amount that they have contributed to a venture. If

for example, a business goes bankrupt an owner with limited liability will not lose unrelated

assets such as a personal residence (assuming they do not give personal guarantees). This is the

standard model for larger businesses, in which a shareholder will only lose the amount invested

(in the form of stock value decreasing). For an explanation see business entity.

 Manufacturer's liability is a legal concept in most countries that reflects the fact that producers

have a responsibility not to sell a defective product. See product liability.

2. Significance of 42 U.S.C. Sections 1983

One provision, 42 U.S.C. 1983, is the basis for a wide range of federal civil rights actions in

federal courts; it is the codification of the Civil Rights Act of 1871. Section 1983 cases include

suits alleging use of excessive force by police and First Amendment suits against public schools

to maintain church/state separation. Section 1983 itself is quite short; the annotations (i.e., the

digests and summaries of court decisions interpreting it), however, span several volumes.

By law, those titles of the United States Code that have not been enacted into positive law are
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"prima facie evidence" of the law in effect. The Statutes at Large remains the ultimate authority.

If a dispute arises as to the accuracy or completeness of the codification of an un-enacted title,

the courts will turn to the language in the United States Statutes at Large. Where a title has been

enacted into positive law, however, a court may neither permit nor require proof of the

underlying original statutes. The distinction between enacted and unenacted titles is largely

academic because the Code is nearly always accurate. The United States Code is routinely cited

by the Supreme Court and other federal courts without mentioning this theoretical caveat. On a

day-to-day basis, very few lawyers cross-reference the Code to the Statutes at Large. The

authority for the material in the United States Code comes from its enactment through the

legislative process and not from its presentation in the Code. For example, the United States

Code inadvertently omitted 12 U.S.C. 92 for decades, even after Congress amended it in 1982.

In its 1993 ruling in U.S. National Bank of Oregon v. Independent Insurance Agents of

America, the Supreme Court ruled that section 92 was still valid law

3. Violence against Women Act

The Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (VAWA) is a United States federal law. It was

passed as Title IV, sec. 40001-40703 of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of

1994 HR 3355 and signed as Public Law 103-322 by President Bill Clinton on September 13,

1994. It provided $1.6 billion to enhance investigation and prosecution of the violent crime

perpetrated against women, increased pre-trial detention of the accused, imposed automatic and

mandatory restitution on those convicted, and allowed civil redress in cases prosecutors chose to

leave unprosecuted. VAWA was drafted by Senator Joe Biden's office with support from a

number of advocacy organizations including Legal Momentum and The National Organization

for Women, which described the bill as "the greatest breakthrough in civil rights for women in

nearly two decades." VAWA was reauthorized by Congress in 2000, and again in December

2005. The bill was signed into law by President George W. Bush on January 5, 2006. In 2007

Senator Biden proposed the International Violence Against Women Act. The bill did not pass

either the Senate or the House. The bill is far-reaching in its scope and controversial in many of

its provisions:

 Amends the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to establish in the Department of State the Office of

Women's Global Initiatives (which shall replace the Office of International Women's Issues) to
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coordinate U.S. government efforts respecting international women's issues. Establishes within

the Department an Advisory Commission on International Violence Against Women.

 Directs the President to develop a comprehensive strategy to prevent violence against women

and girls. Directs the Coordinator of the Women's Global Initiatives to ensure that foreign

assistance programs incorporate measures to prevent and respond to violence against women

and girls. Provides that U.S. training of foreign military and police forces incorporates training

on prevention of violence against women and girls.

 Directs the Department and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

to assist programs that prevent and respond to violence against women and girls in all

humanitarian relief, conflict, and post-conflict operations. Directs the Secretary of State to: (1)

encourage U.N. member states to expand the number of female members of U.N. peacekeeping

missions; and (2) take emergency measures to respond to violence against women and girls

during conflict or post-conflict operations.

 Expresses the sense of Congress that the United Nations should strengthen its ability to prevent

violence against women and girls by U.N. military and civilian personnel.

Provides that Foreign Service training include instruction on prevention of violence against

women and girls. Authorizes appropriations to support the United Nations Development Fund

for Women Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence Against Women. The

World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna in 1993, and the Declaration on the

Elimination of Violence against Women in the same year, concluded that civil society and

governments have acknowledged that domestic violence is a public health policy and human

rights concern. The World Health Organization conducted an extensive study on world-wide

domestic violence. Released in 2005, the study analyzed data from 10 countries and sheds new

light on the prevalence of violence against women. It seeks to look at domestic violence from a

public health policy perspective. The survey is viewed as controversial by many because it did

not assess the extent of partner violence against men, and its failure to use a validated survey

instrument. The findings from this and other studies can be used to inform a more effective

response from government, including the health, justice and social service sectors, as a step

towards fulfilling the states obligation to curtail domestic violence under international human

rights laws. The American Civil Liberties Union had originally expressed concerns about the

Act, saying that the increased penalties were rash, the increased pretrial detention was
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"repugnant" to the US Constitution, the mandatory HIV testing of those only charged but not

convicted is an infringement of a citizens right to privacy and the edict for automatic payment of

full restitution was non-judicious (see their paper: "Analysis of Major Civil Liberties Abuses in

the Crime Bill Conference Report as Passed by the House and the Senate", dated September 29,

1994). However, the ACLU has supported reauthorization of VAWA on the condition that the

"unconstitutional DNA provision" be removed. The ACLU, in their July 27, 2005 'Letter to the

Senate Judiciary Committee Regarding the Violence Against Women Act of 2005, S. 1197'

stated that "VAWA is one of the most effective pieces of legislation enacted to end domestic

violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking. It has dramatically improved the law

enforcement response to violence against women and has provided critical services necessary to

support women and children in their struggle to overcome abusive situations." In 2000, in a

controversial 5-4 vote, the Supreme Court of the United States held part of VAWA

unconstitutional in United States v. Morrison on federalism grounds. Only the civil rights

remedy of VAWA was struck down. The provisions providing program funding were

unaffected.

4. Use of Injunctions

An injunction is an equitable remedy in the form of a court order, whereby a party is required to

do, or to refrain from doing, certain acts. The party that fails to adhere to the injunction faces

civil or criminal penalties and may have to pay damages or accept sanctions for failing to follow

the court's order. In some cases, breaches of injunctions are considered serious criminal offences

that merit arrest and possible prison sentences. At the core of injunctive relief is a recognition

that monetary damages cannot solve all problems. An injunction may be permanent or it may be

temporary. A preliminary injunction, or an interlocutory injunction, is a provisional remedy

granted to restrain activity on a temporary basis until the court can make a final decision after

trial. It is usually necessary to prove the high likelihood of success upon the merits of one's case

and a likelihood of irreparable harm in the absence of a preliminary injunction before such an

injunction may be granted; otherwise the party may have to wait for trial to obtain a permanent

injunction. In the United States, a temporary restraining order (TRO) may be issued for short

term. A temporary restraining order usually lasts while a motion for preliminary injunction is

being decided, and the court decides whether to drop the order or to issue a preliminary
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injunction. A temporary restraining order may be granted ex parte, that is, without informing in

advance the party to whom the temporary restraining order is directed. Usually, a party moves

ex parte to prevent an adversary from having notice of one's intentions. The order is granted to

prevent the adversary from acting to frustrate the purpose of the action, for example, by wasting

or hiding assets (as often occurs in dissolution of marriage) or disclosing a trade secret that had

been the subject of a non-disclosure agreement.

5. Absolute and Qualified Immunity

In law, immunity is the status of a person or body that places them beyond the law and makes

them free from legal obligations, such as liability for torts or damages or prosecution under

criminal law.

 Amnesty law, immunity from past crimes

 Charitable immunity, which provided immunity from liability to charities in several common

law countries from the 19th century until the mid-20th century

 Diplomatic immunity, agreement between sovereign governments to exclude diplomats from

local laws

 Immunity from prosecution, immunity granted to a witness in exchange for testimony

 Immunity from prosecution (international law), excluding governments or their officials from

prosecution under international law

 Judicial immunity, immunity of a judge or magistrate in the course of their official duties

 Parliamentary immunity, granted to elected representative officials during their tenure and in the

course of their duties

 Qualified immunity, in the United States, of individuals performing tasks as part of the

government's actions

 Sovereign immunity, preventing a lawsuit or prosecution against a monarch, ruler, or

government, without their given consent
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Compensation And Restitution Of Victims
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Distinguish between compensation and restitution

 Understand the rational behind funding of compensation programs

 List the justification for denying benefits to certain types of victims

 Explain the philosophy underlying the concept of restitution

 Distinguish between the various types of restitution available to victims

Definition/Overview:

Compensation: compensation (colloquially known as workers' comp in North America or

compo in Australia) is a form of insurance that provides compensation medical care for

employees who are injured in the course of employment, in exchange for mandatory

relinquishment of the employee's right to sue his or her employer for the tort of negligence. The

tradeoff between assured, limited coverage and lack of recourse outside the worker

compensation system is known as "the compensation bargain." While plans differ between

jurisdictions, provision can be made for weekly payments in place of wages (functioning in this

case as a form of disability insurance), compensation for economic loss (past and future),

reimbursement or payment of medical and like expenses (functioning in this case as a form of

health insurance), and benefits payable to the dependents of workers killed during employment

(functioning in this case as a form of life insurance). General damages for pain and suffering,

and punitive damages for employer negligence, are generally not available in worker

compensation plans. Employees' compensation laws are usually a feature of highly developed

industrial societies, implemented after long and hard-fought struggles by trade unions.

Supporters of such programs believe they improve working conditions and provide an economic

safety net for employees. Conversely, these programs are often criticised for removing or

restricting workers' common-law rights (such as suit in tort for negligence) in order to reduce

governments' or insurance companies' financial liability. These laws were first enacted in

Europe and Oceania, with the United States following shortly thereafter.
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Key Points:

1. Compensation and Restitution

The compensation law of mortality (late-life mortality convergence) states that the relative

differences in death rates between different populations of the same biological species decrease

with age, because the higher initial death rates in disadvantaged populations are compensated by

lower pace of mortality increase with age. The age at which this imaginary (extrapolated)

convergence of mortality trajectories takes place is named the "species-specific life span". For

human beings, this human species-specific life span is close to 95 years. Compensation law of

mortality is a paradoxical empirical observation, and it represents a challenge for methods of

survival analysis based on proportionality assumption (proportional hazard models). The

compensation law of mortality also represents a great challenge for many theories of aging and

mortality, which usually fail to explain this phenomenon. On the other hand, the compensation

law follows directly from the reliability theory, when the compared systems have different

initial levels of redundancy. The law of restitution is the law of gains-based recovery. It is to be

contrasted with the law of compensation, which is the law of loss-based recovery. Obligations to

make restitution and obligations to pay compensation are each a type of legal response to events

in the real world. When a court orders restitution it orders the defendant to give up his gains to

the claimant. When a court orders compensation it orders the defendant to compensate the

claimant for his loss. Restitution, like other legal responses, can be triggered by any one of a

variety of causative events. These are events in the real world which trigger a legal response.

Broadly speaking, an obligation to make restitution can be triggered by two different types of

causative event:

 Wrongs

 Unjust enrichment

It is arguable that other types of causative event can also trigger an obligation to make

restitution, but the above two are by far the most important. They will be considered in turn. It

should be pointed out at this stage that the following analysis is based on English law. However,

it is largely an analysis of principle rather than case law and therefore should have considerable

relevance for most common law systems.
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2. Compensation Programs

Workers' compensation laws were enacted to reduce the need for litigation, and to mitigate the

requirement that injured workers prove their injuries were their employer's "fault". The first

state law was passed in Maryland in 1902, and the first law covering federal employees was

passed in 1906. By 1949, all states had enacted some kind of workers' compensation regime.

Such schemes were originally known as "workman's compensation," but today, most

jurisdictions have adopted the term "workers' compensation" as a gender-neutral alternative. In

the United States, most employees who are injured on the job have an absolute right to medical

care for that injury, and in many cases, monetary payments to compensate for resulting

temporary or permanent disabilities. Most employers are required to subscribe to insurance for

workers' compensation, and an employer who does not may have financial penalties imposed. In

many states, there are public uninsured employer funds to pay benefits to workers employed by

companies who illegally fail to purchase insurance. Insurance policies are available to

employers through commercial insurance companies: if the employer is deemed an excessive

risk to insure at market rates, it can obtain coverage through an assigned-risk program. In the

vast majority of states, workers' compensation is solely provided by private insurance

companies. 12 states operate a state fund (which serves as a model to private insurers and

insures state employees), and a handful have state-owned monopolies. To keep the state funds

from crowding out private insurers, they are generally required to act as assigned-risk programs

or insurers of last resort, and they can only write workers' compensation policies. In contrast,

private insurers can turn away the worst risks and can write comprehensive insurance packages

covering general liability, natural disasters, and so on. Of the 12 state funds, the largest is

California's State Compensation Insurance Fund.

The federal government pays its workers' compensation obligations for its own employees

through regular appropriations. It is illegal in most states for an employer to terminate or refuse

to hire an employee for having reported a workplace injury or filed a workers' compensation

claim. However, it is often not easy to prove discrimination on the basis of the employee's

claims history. To abate discrimination of this type, some states have created a "subsequent

injury trust fund" which will reimburse insurers for benefits paid to workers who suffer

aggravation or recurrence of a compensable injury. It is also suggested that laws should be made
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to prohibit inclusion of claims history in databases or to make it anonymous. (See privacy

laws.) Employees may not falsely claim benefits. There have been instances where the sub rosa

videos recorded by private investigators show employees engaging in sports or other strenuous

physical activities, although the employees allegedly suffered disability or injury. Such evidence

may not be admissible at a trial, if it is found that the taping infringed on the employees'

reasonable expectation of privacy. Some employers vigorously contest employee claims for

workers' compensation payments. In any contested case, or in any case involving serious injury,

a lawyer with specific experience in handling workers' compensation claims on behalf of injured

workers should be consulted. Laws in many states limit a claimant's legal expenses to a certain

fraction of an award; such "contingency fees" are payable only if the recovery is successful. In

some states this fee can be as high as 40% or as little as 11% of the monetary award recovered,

if any. In the vast majority of states, original jurisdiction over workers' compensation disputes

has been transferred by statute from the trial courts to special administrative agencies. Within

such agencies, disputes are usually handled informally by administrative law judges. Appeals

may be taken to an appeals board and from there into the state court system. However, such

appeals are difficult and are regarded skeptically by most state appellate courts, because the

point of workers' compensation was to reduce litigation. A few states still allow the employee to

initiate a lawsuit in a trial court against the employer.

3. Certain Types of Victims

There are various types of victims. A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and

criminal law, the identifiable person who has been harmed individually and directly by the

perpetrator or defendant, rather than merely society as a whole. However, this may not always

be the case, as with victims of white collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly

linked to the crime, and are often denied their status as victims by the social construction of the

concept. Not all criminologists even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also

remains a controversial topic within women's studies. The United States Supreme Court first

recognized the rights of crime victims to make a victim impact statement in the sentencing

phase of a criminal trial in the case of Payne v. Tennessee 501 U.S. 808 (1991). A victim

impact panel is a form of community-based or restorative justice in which the crime victims (or

relatives and friends of deceased crime victims) meet with the defendant after conviction to tell
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the convict about how the criminal activity affected them, in the hope of rehabilitation or

deterrence.

Topic : Victim Impact Statements
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Explain the constitutional evolution of Victim Impact Statements

 Understand fundamental fairness and how it relates to Victim Impact in United States

 Distinguish between law enforcement and prosecutorial based victim assistance programs

 Discuss crime victim assistance

 Explain how victims view the affect of Victim Impact Statements and

 Discuss crime victim fund

Definition/Overview:

Victim Impact Statement: A victim impact statement is a written or verbal statement made as

part of the judicial legal process, which allows a victim of crime the opportunity to speak during

the sentencing of their attacker or at subsequent parole hearings. In some instances videotaped

statements are permitted. One purpose of the statement is to allow the person or persons most

directly affected by the crime to address the court during the decision making process. It is seen

to personalize the crime and elevate the status of the victim. From the victim's point of view it is

regarded as valuable in aiding their emotional recovery from their ordeal. It has also been

suggested they may confront an offender with the results of their crime and thus aid

rehabilitation. Another purpose of the statement is to inform a court of the harm suffered by the

victim if the court is required to, or has the option of, having regard to the harm suffered by the

victim in deciding the sentence. In cases of crimes resulting in death, the right to speak is

extended to family members. In some jurisdictions there are very different rules on how victim
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impact statements from family members may be regarded. This is because it is seen as

unprincipled that different punishments for death are given according to the how much the

victim is missed, or conversely that someone's death is relatively less harmful if they have no

family. In the circumstance of death, some jurisdictions have described victim impact statements

from family members as 'irrelevant' to sentence but not 'unimportant' to the process: they are

valued for restorative purposes but cannot differentiate punishment for causing death. In

general terms, the person making the statement is allowed to discuss specifically the direct harm

or trauma they have suffered and problems that have resulted from the crime such as loss of

income. Some jurisdictions allow for attaching medical and psychiatric reports that demonstrate

harm to the victim. They can also discuss the impact the crime has had on their ambitions or

plans for the future, and how this also impacted their extended family. Some jurisdictions

permit statements to express what they deem to be an appropriate punishment or sentence for

the criminal. Some jurisdictions expressly forbid any proposal or suggestion on punishment or

sentencing. Among other reasons, this is because the sentencing process is solely the domain of

the judge who consider many more factors than harm to victims. Allowing suggestions on

punishment or sentence can create a false hope of the eventual sentence and undermine the

notion of restorative justice.

Key Points:

1. Victim Impact in United States

The first such statement in the United States was presented in 1976 in Fresno, California

although it was not passed as law in California until 1982, maybe in the wake of Theresa

Saldana's near-fatal attack that year. In 1982, the Final Report of the President's Task Force on

Victims of Crime recommended that "judges allow for, and give appropriate weight to, input at

sentencing from victims of violent crime." In 1992, the United States Attorney General released

24 recommendations to strengthen the criminal justice system's treatment of crime victims. The

Attorney General endorsed the use of victim impact statements and stated that judges should

"provide for hearing and considering the victims' perspective at sentencing and at any early

release proceedings." In 1991, the Supreme Court of the United States held that a victim impact

statement in the form of testimony was allowed during the sentencing phase of a trial in Payne
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v. Tennessee 501 U.S. 808 (1991). It ruled that the admission of such statements did not violate

the Constitution and that the statements could be ruled as admissible in death penalty cases. By

1997, 44 of the American states allowed the presentation of victim impact statements during its

official process; although until 1991 these statements were held as inadmissible in cases where

the death penalty was sought. The law varies in different states, and while most states allow

statements to be made during the sentencing phase of the trial, Indiana and Texas allow for

statements to also be made after sentencing.

2. Victim Assistance Programs

There are various victim assistance program and laws. Title VI: Providing for victims of

terrorism, public safety officers and their families is the sixth of ten titles which comprise the

USA PATRIOT Act, an anti-terrorism bill passed in the United States after the September 11,

2001 attacks. It provides aid to the families of Public Safety Officers who were injured or killed

in terrorist attacks, and amends the Victims of Crime Act of 1984.

3. Crime Victim Assistance

Under the Victims of Crime Act, the Director may make an annual grant from the Crime

Victims Fund to support crime victim assistance programs. Section 623 expands the territory

and geograhy that the Director may offer assistance crime victims to the District of Columbia,

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, or any other territory or

possession of the United States. The Victimes of Crime Act was also amended to specifically

prevent discrimination against victims because of any disagreement they may have with the way

the State is prosecuting a criminal case. Grants may now be made for program evaluation and

compliance efforts of crime victim assistance programs, as well as for training and technical

assistance services. The director was also able to make use of funds for fellowships and clinical

internships, as well as to carry out programs of training and special workshops for the

presentation and dissemination of information resulting from demonstrations, surveys, and

special projects.
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4. Crime Victim Fund

The Crime Victim Fund, which is regulated by the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, allows private

entities or individuals to give donations, gifts or bequests into the Fund. Section 621 of the

Patriot Act amended the formula for distributions from the Fund. The Director must distribute

not less than 90 percent nor more than 110 percent of the amount distributed from the Fund in

the previous fiscal year. However, this does not apply if the amount of money in the Fund is

twice what was distributed in the previous financial year in this case the Director may distribute

up to 120 percent of the amount distributed in the previous fiscal year. The Director is also

directed to distribute amounts to cover the judicial branch's administrative costs along with

amounts to grant programs. Any funds left over from the distribution were to remain in reserve

in the Fund for future fiscal years, without a fiscal year limitation. These changes were later

rolled back by section 111 of the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary,

and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002. The Patriot Act also changed the distribution

percentages of the remaining amount in the Fund in a particular fiscal year. The percentage

given to crime victim compensation programs and for crime victim assistance was lowered from

48.5% to 47.5%, while funds for demonstration projects, program evaluation, compliance

efforts, training and technical assistance services to eligible crime victim assistance programs

and for the financial support of services to victims of Federal crime by eligible crime victim

assistance programs was raised from 3% to 5%. The anti-terrorism emergency fund clause of the

Victims of Crime Act was amended. Previously it stated that "the Director may retain any

portion of the Fund that was deposited during a fiscal year that was in excess of 110 percent of

the total amount deposited in the Fund during the preceding fiscal year as an emergency

reserve" so long as the amount does not exceed $100,000,000. It now reads that "the Director

may set aside up to $50,000,000 from the amounts transferred to the Fund in response to the

airplane hijackings and terrorist acts that occurred on September 11, 2001, as an antiterrorism

emergency reserve" and also details how this amount may be replenished. The Air

Transportation Safety and System Stabilization Act created the September 11th Victim

Compensation Fund, and this was made one of the Federal benefits that should be a primary

payer to the States
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Test VictimologyTest VictimologyTest Victimology
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