
“Interpersonal Practice with Individuals, Families, and Small Groups”.

In Section 1 of this course you will cover these topics:
An Introduction To Family And Child Services.

Rights And Responsibilities Of Parents, Children, And Government.

Preventive And Family Support Services

Topic : An Introduction To Family And Child Services.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Social Welfare Provision

 Discuss Child and family services

 Discuss Historical overview

 Discuss Evolution

 Discuss Child Protective Services

 Discuss Types Of Services

Definition/Overview:

The Child and Family Services Division iscommitted to the Department's goals of:

 keeping children safe and protected;

 encouraging individual, family and community responsibility, independence and self-

sufficiency, while assisting Manitobans in times of need;

 developing effective partnerships with the community in the development of and delivery of

services;

 improving the quality of services and the results experienced by Manitobans; and

 ensuring that services are delivered in the most effective and cost-efficient manner possible

 Culturally competent educators and related services personnel are aware and respectful of the

importance of the values, beliefs, traditions, customs, and parenting styles of the children and

families they serve. They are also aware of the impact of their own culture on their

interactions with others and take all of these factors into account when planning and

delivering services to children and their families.
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Key Points:

1. Overview

The Child and Family Services Division is responsible for administering The Child and

Family Services Act, The Child and Family Services Authorities Act, The Adoption Act, The

Intercountry Adoption (Hague Convention) Act and The Community Child Care Standards

Act. The division provides a range of high-quality social services to strengthen and support

family unity. It provides program and administrative direction and funding support for

services which are delivered by child and family services agencies, community-based

agencies and regional offices, and includes services:

 which supplement and, where necessary, substitute for parental care;

 which physically and emotionally support children in care;

 which provide care and shelter for children and youth who require placement;

 that promote the elimination of family violence;

 for women, children, and men who are affected by family violence;

 for families using child care services; and

 to child care facilities.

Educators and related services personnel who are culturally competent:

 learn as much as they can about a student's or family's culture, while recognizing the

influence of their own background on their responses to cultural differences;

 include neighborhood and community outreach efforts and involve community cultural

leaders if possible;

 work within each student's family structure, which may include grandparents, other relatives,

and friends;

 recognize, accept, and when appropriate, incorporate the role of community volunteers;

 understand the different expectations people may have about the way services are offered (for

example, a period of social conversation may be necessary before each contact with a person;

or access to a family may be gained only through an elder); and

 adhere to traditions relating to gender and age that may play a part in certain cultures (for

example, in many racial and ethnic groups, elders are highly respected). With an awareness
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of how different groups show respect, providers can properly interpret the various ways

people communicate.

2. Social Welfare Provision

A social welfare provision refers to any program which seeks to provide a minimum level of

income, service or other support for many marginalized groups such as the poor, elderly, and

disabled people. Social welfare programs are undertaken by governments as well as non-

governmental organizations (NGO's). Social welfare payments and services are typically

provided at the expense of taxpayers generally, funded by benefactors, or by compulsory

enrollment of the poor themselves. Welfare payments can take the form of in-kind transfers

(e.g., health care services) or cash (e.g., earned income tax credit). Examples of social

welfare services include the following:

 Compulsory superannuation savings programs.

 Compulsory social insurance programs, often based on income, to pay for the social welfare

service being provided. These are often incorporated into the taxation system and may be

inseparable from income tax.

 Pensions or other financial aid, including social security and tax relief, to those with low

incomes or inability to meet basic living costs, especially those who are raising children,

elderly, unemployed, injured, sick or disabled.

 Free or low cost nursing, medical and hospital care for those who are sick, injured or unable

to care for themselves. This may also include free antenatal and postnatal care. Services may

be provided in the community or a medical facility.

 Free or low cost public education for all children, and financial aid, sometimes as a

scholarship or pension, sometimes in the form of a suspensory loan, to students attending

academic institutions or undertaking vocational training.

 The state may also fund or operate social work and community based organizations that

provide services that benefit disadvantaged people in the community.

 Welfare money paid to persons, from a government, who are in need of financial assistance

but who are unable to work for pay.

Police, criminal courts, prisons, and other parts of the justice system are not generally

considered part of the social welfare system, while child protection services are. There are

close links between social welfare and justice systems as instruments of social control (see

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

3
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



carrot and stick). Those involved in the social welfare system are generally treated much like

those in the justice system. Assistance given to those in the justice system is more about

allowing an individual to receive fair treatment rather than social welfare. While being

involved in the justice system often excludes an individual from social welfare assistance,

those exiting the justice system, such as released prisoners, and families of those involved in

the justice system are often eligible for social welfare assistance because of increased needs

and increased risk of recidivism if the assistance is not provided. In some countries,

improvements in social welfare services have been justified by savings being made in the

justice system, as well as personal healthcare and legal costs.

States or nations that provide social welfare programs are often identified as having a welfare

state. In such countries, access to social welfare services is often considered a basic and

inalienable right to those in need. In many cases these are considered natural rights, and

indeed that position is borne out by the UN Convention on Social and Economic Rights and

other treaty documents. Accordingly, many people refer to welfare within a context of social

justice, making an analogy to rights of fair treatment or restraint in criminal justice.

3. Child and family services

Child and family services are nonprofit organizations designed to better the well being of

individuals who come from unfortunate situations, environmental or biological. People who

seek or are sought after to participate in these services, usually do not have stable homes and

no other resource to turn to. Children might come from abusive or neglectful homes, or live

in very poor and dangerous communities. There are also agencies that cater to people who

have biological deficiencies. Families that are trying to live in stable lives come to nonprofit

organizations for hope of a better future. Child and Family services cater to many different

types of people whom are all in different situations. These services might be mandated by the

court system or they might be voluntary. Child and family services may be mandated if:

 There is domestic violence in the home

 There is abuse or neglect in the home

 Constant negativity amongst family members which could lead to violent behavior

o Physical abuse
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o Emotional abuse

4. Historical overview

The history of the nations response to child abuse and neglect has been marked by a tension

between two missions:

 an emphasis on rescuing children from abusive or neglectful families on the one hand

 and efforts to support and preserve their families on the other.

4.1. 1700s and 1800s

The legal basis for efforts to protect needy children in colonial times rested on the

English Poor Law of 1601. This placed the public responsibility for the poor in the

hands of local townspeople. Parents were not held accountable for their children,

which lead parents to tend to neglect their children and their duties as a parent. The

attention of community leaders, philanthropists, and social reformers who were

concerned about child abuse and neglect focused primarily on the children of the

poorest families and on those who were orphaned, abandoned, or unsupervised.

4.2. 1900s

During most of the nineteenth century, destitute children were sent to institutions

operated by private charitable organizations. Many poor or abandoned children were

sent to live in almshousesfacilities established in the 1800s in many large cities to

house the very poor of all ages. Almshouses provided minimal standard of care to

orphaned or needy children and to impoverished, insane, or diseased adults. The

almshouses caused the children greater hardships because they were subject to disease

and chaos. The second half of the nineteenth century saw increasing criticism of the

impacts the unsanitary, chaotic almshouses had on children, especially the very

young, who suffered high mortality rates there. Due to this, private charities and

religious groups began to establish orphanages or childrens asylums to separate needy

children from adults and protect them from disease, maltreatment, and such. Many

parents were losing custody of their children because the private organizations were

able to prove they would be able to take care of the children in need better than their
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parents could. Children began to feel disconnected from their parents because they

had been placed to grow up with other families.

5. Evolution

Child and family services have significantly evolved over the last few centuries. Many

different forms of help for children and families in need were offered throughout the

community. Today we have many different agencies to help with the welfare and survival of

many children and there families. However, years ago, many people relied on their

community and religion to get them through tougher times. The communitys investment in

the wellbeing of its children is reflected in the cultural mores and social norms, and in legal

frameworks that permit intervention in individual families when children are abused or

neglected.

In the United States, independence, privacy, and parental rights are highly prized. The legal

system supports the right of families to rear their children according to their own values, and

requires evidence of danger or harm before the state may invade the sanctity of the home to

protect the children. Although parents can raisetheir children with specific values that they

feel are important, too often, children are emotionally abused by their parents persistence to

establish their parents identity. Parents need to better themselves and their children without

causing physical and emotional harm to them. This is very tough for parents to do without

adequate resources and education. Since parents usually pass down their values and morals

from generation to generation, it is very hard for parents to tell what is right and what is

wrong when they are repeating what that have seen over the years; the problem is, times do

change and what was acceptable in the early 1900s is no longer acceptable today in the 21st

century.

The formal system through which society responds to child abuse and neglect is now largely

a governmental one. Today, primary responsibility for child protection is vested in public

child protective services (CPS) agencies, which receive, investigate, and respond to reports of

child abuse and neglect. These agencies are usually linked to child welfare departments with

broader responsibilities which include foster care and adoption. Usually at this point, the

parents lose their right to take care of their children because they are seen to be unfit parents.

Today, it is against the law to not report child abuse if evident. Many parents do not realize

that they are candidates for the potential loss their children to government agencies. Many
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parents do not realize this because of their own issues, such as poverty, mental illness, or

neglect that they do in fact cause child abuse.

6. Types Of Services

Non profit agencies offer a wide array of services for children and families who have

environmental or biological hardships. These services include, family counseling, family

mental health services, preventative services; foster care, special needs adoption and after-

hours protective services; residential treatment services for youth; special education

programs; domestic violence prevention, treatment and intervention services; employee

assistance programs; and family life education.

 Constant negativity amongst family members which could lead to violent behavior

o Physical abuse

o Emotional abuse

7. Child Protective Services

Child Protective Services (CPS) is the name of a governmental agency in many states of the

United Statesthat responds to reports of child abuse or neglect. Some states use other names,

often attempting to reflect more family-centered (as opposed to child-centered) practices,

such as "Department of Children & Family Services" (DCFS). CPS is also known by the

name of "Department of Social Services" (DSS) or simply "Social Services."

In 1655, in what is now the United States, there were criminal court cases involving child

abuse. In 1692, states and municipalities identified care for abused and neglected children as

the responsibility of local government and private institutions. In 1696, England first used the

legal principle of parens patriae, which gave the royal crown care of "charities, infants, idiots,

and lunatics returned to the chancery." This principal of parens patriae has been identified as

the statutory basis forU.S.governmental intervention in families' child rearing practices.

In 1825, states enacted laws giving social-welfare agencies the right to remove neglected

children from their parents and from the streets. These children were placed in almshouses, in

orphanages and with other families. In 1835, the Humane Society founded the National
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Federation of Child Rescue agencies to investigate child maltreatment. In the late-1800s,

private child protection agencies modeled after existing animal protection organizations

developed to investigate reports of child maltreatment, present cases in court and advocate for

child welfare legislation.

In 1912, the federal Children's Bureau was established to manage federal child welfare

efforts, including services related to child maltreatment. In 1958, amendments to the Social

Security Act mandated that states fund child protection efforts. In 1962, professional and

media interest in child maltreatment was sparked by the publication of C. Henry Kempe and

associates' "The battered child syndrome" in JAMA. By the mid-1960s, in response to public

concern that resulted from this article, 49 U.S.states passed child-abuse reporting laws. In

1974, these efforts by the states culminated in the passage of the federal "Child Abuse

Prevention and Treatment Act" (P.L. 93-247) providing federal funding for wide-ranging

federal and state child-maltreatment research and services.

Topic : Rights And Responsibilities Of Parents, Children, And Government

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Parents' rights movement

 Discuss Center for Constitutional Rights

 Discuss Guardian Ad Litem

 Discuss Minors and abortion

 Discuss Roe v. Wade

Definition/Overview:

Unlike mothers, fathers do not always have 'parental responsibility' for their children. With

more than one in three children now born outside marriage, some parents may be unclear

about who has legal parental responsibility for their children.

What is parental responsibility?

While the law does not define in detail what parental responsibility is, the following list sets

out the key roles:
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 providing a home for the child

 having contact with and living with the child

 protecting and maintaining the child

 disciplining the child

 choosing and providing for the child's education

 determining the religion of the child

 agreeing to the child's medical treatment

 naming the child and agreeing to any change of the child's name

 accompanying the child outside the UK and agreeing to the child's emigration, should the

issue arise

 being responsible for the child's property

 appointing a guardian for the child, if necessary

 allowing confidential information about the child to be disclosed

Key Points:

1. Overview

Childrens rights are a special case because many of the rights laid down in the Convention on

the Rights of the Child have to be provided by adults or the state. However, the Convention

also refers to the responsibilities of children, in particular to respect the rights of others,

especially their parents.

Here are some suggestions of the responsibilities that could accompany rights

If every child, regardless of their sex, ethnic origin, social status, language, age, nationality or

religion has these rights, then they also have a responsibility to respect each other in a

humane way. If children have a right to be protected from conflict, cruelty, exploitation and

neglect, then they also have a responsibility not to bully or harm each other. If children have

a right to a clean environment, then they also have a responsibility to do what they can to

look after their environment.

If children have a right to be educated, then they have the obligation to learn as much as their

capabilities allow and, where possible, share their knowledge and experience with others. If

all children have a right to a full life, then they should also lend help so the needy, the
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disadvantaged, and the victims of discrimination also enjoy this right. If children have a right

to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, then they also have the obligation to respect

others thoughts or religious principles.

You can probably think of Who has parental responsibility?

If the parents of a child are married to each other or if they have jointly adopted a child, then

they both have parental responsibility. This is not automatically the case for unmarried

parents.

According to current law, a mother always has parental responsibility for her child. A father,

however, has this responsibility only if he is married to the mother or has acquired legal

responsibility for his child through one of these three routes:

 (after December 1 2003) by jointly registering the birth of the child with the mother

 by a parental responsibility agreement with the mother

 by a parental responsibility order, made by a court

Living with the mother, even for a long time, does not give a father parental responsibility

and if the parents are not married, parental responsibility does not always pass to the natural

father if the mother dies.

All parents (including adoptive parents) have a legal duty to financially support their child,

whether they have parental responsibility or not.

Applying to the courts for parental responsibility

A father can apply to the court to gain parental responsibility. In considering an application

from a father, the court will take the following into account:

 the degree of commitment shown by the father to his child

 the degree of attachment between father and child

 the father's reasons for applying for the order

The court will then decide to accept or reject the application based on what it believes is in

the child's best interest.
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2. Parents' rights movement

The Parents' rights movement is a civil rights movement whose members are primarily

interested in issues affecting fathers, mothers and children related to family law, including

child custody.

Parents' rights advocates claim that many parents' parental rights are unnecessarily

terminated, and that children are separated from fathers and mothers and adopted through the

actions of family courts and government social service agencies seeking to meet their own

targets, rather than looking at the merits of each case. Fathers' rights activists protest the

Massachusetts Department of Social Services (DSS), stating that its employees take children

away from their parents without cause adding that these employees, who they complain have

improperly received immunity from the Massachusetts Supreme Court, threaten mothers with

the loss of their children to coerce them into divorcing their husbands and attending "support

groups", which members of the fathers rights' movement state, serves the dual purpose of

allowing the associates of the DSS employees to receive additional government funding for

running the "support groups", and allowing the DSS employees to gain information used to

take children away from their parents. Members of the fathers rights movement add with

criticism of the vested interests and abuse of power involved, taking children away from

parents is a source of additional funding for the Massachusetts DSS from the U.S. federal

government (Title IV-E of the Social Security Act).

In June 2007, UKparents' rights advocates criticized the local court, claiming that it was

treating children as adoptable commodities, thatdecisions were made on lack of evidence and

perjury, and that courtroom secrecy was harming families and children.

3. Center for Constitutional Rights

The Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR) is a non-profit legal advocacy organization based

in New York City, New York, U.S., founded in 1966 by self-described "radical lawyer"

William Kunstler. In recent years, CCR has been frequently in the news for their civil

liberties and human rights litigation and activism, as well as their legal assistance to the

people imprisoned in the GuantanamoBay detainment camp.
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The Center, originally the Law Center for Constitutional Rights, was set up to give legal and

financial support to lawyers who were representing civil rights movement activists in

Mississippiat the height of the struggle against segregation and economic injustice. Its

founders were Morton Stavis, Arthur Kinoy, Ben Smith and William Kunstler. The Center

conceived of itself as a "movement support" organization -- that is, an organization that

concentrated on working with political and social activists to use the courts to promote the

activists work. Cases were chosen not necessarily because they could be won, but also

because they would raise public awareness of an issue, generating media attention, or

energizing activists harassed by local law enforcement in the South. In this regard, the Center

differed from more traditional legal non-profits such as the ACLU, which was more focused

on bringing winnable cases in order to extend precedents and develop the law, as well as

pursuing First Amendment issues.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the Center brought scores of cases on behalf of civil rights

activists, many of which made their way to the Supreme Court. Despite the Center's ready

embrace of litigation strategies promising "success without victory" (as the title of CCR

board member Jules Lobel's book put it), many of these lawsuits resulted in victories and set

lasting precedents.

The landmark 1980 decision in Filrtiga v. Pea-Irala, using the then long-forgotten Alien Tort

Claims Act (ATCA) of 1789 (unearthed by CCR attorney and current board member Peter

Weiss), opened U.S. courts for victims of human rights crimes to bring suit against

perpetrators from anywhere. From the early 1980s through 9/11, the Center was best known

for bringing such claims for violations of international law in United States courts.

Since 9/11, CCR has been best known for bringing a variety of cases challenging the Bush

administration's detention and interrogation practices in the so-called "Global War on

Terror."

The current organization was formed from the merger of the original Center for

Constitutional Rights (formed in 1966 by Kunstler, Kinoy, Stavis and Smith) and the

Emergency Civil Liberties Committee (ECLC).
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4. Guardian Ad Litem

A legal guardian is a person who has the legal authority (and the corresponding duty) to care

for the personal and property interests of another person, called a ward. Usually, a person has

the status of guardian because the ward is incapable of caring for his or her own interests due

to infancy, incapacity, or disability. Most countries and states have laws that provide that the

parents of a minor child are the legal guardians of that child, and that the parents can

designate who shall become the child's legal guardian in the event of their death.

Courts generally have the power to appoint a guardian for an individual in need of special

protection. A guardian with responsibility for both the personal well-being and the financial

interests of the ward is a general guardian. A person may also be appointed as a special

guardian, having limited powers over the interests of the ward. A special guardian may, for

example, be given the legal right to determine the disposition of the ward's property without

being given any authority over the ward's person. A guardian appointed to represent the

interests of a person with respect to a single action in litigation is a guardian ad litem.

Some jurisdictions allow a parent of a child to exercise the authority of a legal guardian

without a formal court appointment. In such circumstances the parent acting in that capacity

is called the natural guardian of that parent's child.

5. Minors and abortion

Many jurisdictions have laws applying to minors and abortion. These parental involvement

laws require that one or more parents consent or beinformed before their minor daughter may

legally have an abortion.

In the United States, most states typically require one of two types of parental involvement

consent and/or notification. As of September 2008, 35 states required some type of parental

involvement in a minor's decision to have an abortion 22 states require one or both parents to

consent to the procedure, 11 require one or both parents be notified and 2 require both

consent and notification before an elective abortion can occur. Parental involvement laws

played a key role in forcing the Court to clarify its position on abortion regulation. The Court

ruled, in essence, that parental involvement laws (and all other abortion regulation) can

legally make it more difficult for a female to acquire an abortion. But there is a threshold
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beyond which the increased difficulties become unconstitutional. Requiring spousal consent

before a woman can acquire an abortion has been interpreted as falling on the

unconstitutional side of that threshold, while parental involvement has been interpreted as

falling on the constitutional side. Or, to use the language of Planned Parenthood of

Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992), spousal consent laws place an "undue burden" on

a woman's ability to get an abortion, whereas parental involvement laws do not.

Parental involvement laws have three basic features. First, they are binding on minors, not

adults. Second, they require, at minimum, that minors notify their parents before an abortion

is performed, and in some cases consent from the parents. And third, they allow minors to

acquire a judicial bypass if consent cannot be acquired. These regulations are but one

example of the detailed fabric of abortion legislation and regulation that has evolved since the

Supreme Court's decision to legalize abortion in its 1973 Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton.

The first major case involving parental involvement legislation was decided in 1976 in

Planned Parenthood of Central Missouri v. Danforth. This case involved a Missouri law that

required consent from various parties before an abortion could be performed written consent

by the patient, spousal consent for married individuals, and parental consent for minors,

specifically. The court ruled that the parental consent provision was unconstitutional due to

its universal enforcement.

The ability of a minor to acquire an abortion against her parent's wishes became a recurring

theme in several more cases following Planned Parenthood of Central Missouri v. Danforth.

Bellotti v. Baird (1979) addressed a Massachusetts law that required a minor to acquire

parental consent before an abortion was performed. But, unlike the Danforth case, this law

allowed for judicial bypass if consent could not be acquired. Similar reasoning can be found

in H.L. v. Matheson (1981). This case ruled on the relatively milder regulation of parental

notification as opposed to parental consent. In this case, the Court ruled that parental

notification is constitutional since the parent could not veto the adolescent's final decision to

acquire an abortion. In Planned Parenthood of Kansas City v. Ashcroft (1983), the Supreme

Court ruled conclusively on the constitutionality of parental consent laws parental consent

was found to be constitutional so long as it also allowed a judicial bypass if such consent

could not be acquired. In Planned Parenthood of S.E. Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992), the

Court placed parental involvement firmly within a broader set of legal principles governing a

woman's constitutional right to an abortion. Parental involvement, and other regulations, were
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constitutional so long that they did not place an "undue burden" on a woman's ability to

acquire an abortion.

6. Roe v. Wade

Roe v. Wade ,410 U.S. 113 (1973) is a controversial United States Supreme Court case that

resulted in a landmark decision regarding abortion. According to the Roe decision, most laws

against abortion in the United States violated a constitutional right to privacy under the Due

Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. The decision overturned all state and federal

laws outlawing or restricting abortion that were inconsistent with its holdings. Roe v. Wade is

one of the most controversial and politically significant cases in U.S. Supreme Court history.

Its lesser-known companion case, Doe v. Bolton, was decided at the same time.

Roe v. Wade centrally held that a mother may abort her pregnancy for any reason, up until

the "point at which the fetus becomes viable." The Court defined viable as being potentially

able to live outside the mother's womb, albeit with artificial aid. Viability usually occurs at

about seven months (28 weeks) but may occur earlier, even at 24 weeks." The Court also held

that abortion after viability must be available when needed to protect a woman's health,

which the Court defined broadly in the companion case of Doe v. Bolton. These rulings

affected laws in 46 states.

The Roe v. Wade decision prompted national debate that continues today. Debated subjects

include whether and to what extent abortion should be legal, who should decide the legality

of abortion, what methods the Supreme Court should use in constitutional adjudication, and

what the role should be of religious and moral views in the political sphere. Roe v. Wade

reshaped national politics, dividing much of the nation into pro-Roe (mostly pro-choice) and

anti-Roe (mostly pro-life) camps, and inspiring grassroots activism on both sides.

Topic : Preventive And Family Support Services.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service

 Discuss Corporal punishment
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 Discuss Types Of Families

 Discuss Attachment theory

 Discuss Social learning theory

 Discuss Prevention

 Discuss Teenage pregnancy

Definition/Overview:

The primary goals of Promoting Safe and Stable Families (PSSF) are to prevent the

unnecessary separation of children from their families, improve the quality of care and

services to children and their families, and ensure permanency for children by reuniting them

with their parents, by adoption or by another permanent living arrangement. The programs

include: family support, family preservation, time-limited family reunification and adoption

promotion and support services.

The services are designed to help State child welfare agencies and eligible Indian tribes

establish and operate integrated, preventive family preservation services and community-

based family support services for families at risk or in crisis. Most grant funds go directly to

State governments or certain eligible Indian tribes for expenditure in accordance with their 5-

year plans. Other grant funds are set aside for nationally-funded evaluation, research, and

training and technical assistance projects. In addition, State courts receive grants to improve

foster care and adoption proceedings.

Key Points:

1. Overview

PSSF services are based on several key principles. The welfare and safety of children and of

all family members should be maintained while strengthening and preserving the family. It is

advantageous for the family as a whole to receive services which identify and enhance its

strengths while meeting individual and family needs. Services should be easily accessible,

often delivered in the home or in community-based settings, and they should respect cultural

and community differences. In addition, they should be flexible, responsive to real family

needs, and linked to other supports and services outside the child welfare system. Services

should involve community organizations and residents, including parents, in their design and
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delivery. They should be intensive enough to keep children safe and meet family needs,

varying between preventive and crisis services.

2. Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service

The Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (CAFCASS) is a Non-

Departmental Public Body for England and Wales set up to safeguard and promote the

welfare of children involved in family court proceedings. It was formed on 1 April 2001

under the provisions of the Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 2000 and is accountable

to Parliament through the Department for Children, Schools and Families. CAFCASS is

independent of the courts, social services, education and health authorities and all similar

agencies.

With effect from 1 April 2005, responsibility for the functions of the CAFCASS in

Walesbecame the responsibility of the National Assembly for Wales.

CAFCASS looks after the interests of children involved in family proceedings. It works with

children and their families, and then advises the courts on what it considers to be in the

children's best interests. CAFCASS only works in the family courts.

Examples of matters that may be taken to family courts are:

 when parents who are separating or divorcing can't agree on arrangements for their children;

 an adoption application or

 when children are subject to an application for care or supervision proceedings by Social

Services

Baroness Pitkeathley OBE is the current Chair of the CAFCASS Board, which includes

eleven other members.

Anthony Douglas is the current Chief Executive and Accounting Officer; he is supported by

the Corporate Decisions Group, nine regional managers and the Director of CAFCASS

Cymru.
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3. Teenage pregnancy

Teenage pregnancy is defined as a teenage or underage girl, usually within the ages of 13-17,

becoming pregnant. The term in everyday speech usually refers to women who have not

reached legal adulthood, which varies across the world, who become pregnant.

The average age of menarche (first menstrual period) in the United States is 12.5 years old,

though this figure varies by ethnicity and weight, and first ovulation occurs only irregularly

until after this. The average age of menarche has been declining and is continuing to do so.

Whether fertility leads to early pregnancy depends on a number of factors, both societal and

personal. Worldwide, rates of teenage pregnancy range from 143 per 1000 in some sub-

Saharan African countries to 2.9 per 1000 in South Korea.

Pregnant teenagers face many of the same obstetrics issues as women in their 20s and 30s.

However, there are additional medical concerns for younger mothers, particularly those under

15 and those living in developing countries. For mothers between 15 and 19, age in itself is

not a risk factor, but additional risks may be associated with socioeconomic factors.

Data supporting teenage pregnancy as a social issue in developed countries include lower

educational levels, higher rates of poverty, and other poorer "life outcomes" in children of

teenage mothers. Teenage pregnancy in developed countries is usually outside of marriage,

and carries a social stigma in many communities and cultures. For these reasons, there have

been many studies and campaigns which attempt to uncover the causes and limit the numbers

of teenage pregnancies. In other countries and cultures, particularly in the developing world,

teenage pregnancy is usually within marriage and does not involve a social stigma.

4. Prevention

In medicine, prevention is any activity which reduces the burden of mortality or morbidity

from disease. This takes place at primary, secondary and tertiary prevention levels.

 Primary prevention avoids the development of a disease. Most population-based health

promotion activities are primary preventive measures.

 Secondary prevention activities are aimed at early disease detection, thereby increasing

opportunities for interventions to prevent progression of the disease and emergence of

symptoms.
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 Tertiary prevention reduces the negative impact of an already established disease by restoring

function and reducing disease-related complications.

A prevention or preventive measure is a way to avoid an injury, sickness, or disease in the

first place, and generally it will not help someone who is already ill (though there are

exceptions). For instance, many American babies are given a polio vaccination soon after

they are born, which prevents them from contracting polio. But the vaccination does not work

on patients who already have polio. A treatment or cure is applied after a medical problem

has already started.

A treatment treats a problem, and may lead to its cure, but treatments more often ameliorate a

problem only for as long as the treatment is continued. For example, there is no cure for

AIDS, but treatments are available to slow down the harm done by HIV and delay the fatality

of the disease. Treatments don't always work. For example, chemotherapy is a treatment for

cancer which may cure the disease sometimes - it does not have a 100% cure rate. Therefore,

chemotherapy isn't considered a bonafide cure for cancer.

5. Attachment theory

Attachment theory, originating in the work of John Bowlby, is a psychological, evolutionary

and ethological theory that provides a descriptive and explanatory framework for

understanding interpersonal relationships between human beings. Attachment theorists

consider the human infant to have a need for a secure relationship with adult caregivers,

without which normal social and emotional development will not occur. However, different

relationship experiences can lead to different developmental outcomes.

Within attachment theory, infant behaviour associated with attachment is primarily a process

of proximity seeking to an identified attachment figure in stressful situations, for the purpose

of survival. Infants become attached to adults who are sensitive and responsive in social

interactions with the infant, and who remain as consistent caregivers for some months during

the period from about six months to two years of age. During the later part of this period,

children begin to use attachment figures (familiar people) as a secure base to explore from

and return to. Parental responses lead to the development of patterns of attachment which in

turn lead to internal working models which will guide the individual's feelings, thoughts and

expectations in later relationships. Separation anxiety or grief following serious loss are
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normal and natural responses in an attached infant. An extreme deficit in appropriate

parenting can lead to a lack of attachment behaviours in a child and may result in the rare

disorder known as reactive attachment disorder.

6. Social learning theory

Social learning theory is a theory to explain how people learn behavior. People learn through

observing others' behavior. If people observe positive, desired outcomes in the observed

behavior, they are more likely to model, imitate, and adopt the behavior themselves. For non-

human animals, see observational learning.

Social learning theory is derived from the work of Gabriel Tarde (1843-1904) which

proposed that social learning occurred through four main stages of imitation:

 Close contact,

 Imitation of superiors,

 Understanding of concepts,

 Role model behavior

Julian Rotter moved away from theories based on psychoanalysis and behaviorism, and

developed a social learning theory. In Social Learning and Clinical Psychology (1954), Rotter

suggested that the effect of behavior has an impact on the motivation of people to engage in

that behavior. People wish to avoid negative consequences, while desiring positive results or

effects. If one expects a positive outcome from a behavior, or thinks there is a high

probability of a positive outcome, then they will be more likely to engage in that behavior.

The behavior is reinforced, with positive outcomes, leading a person to repeat the behavior.

This social learning theory suggests that behavior is influenced by these environmental

factors or stimuli, and not psychological factors alone.

Albert Bandura (1977) expanded on the Rotter's idea, as well as earlier work by Miller &

Dollard (1941), and is related to social learning theories of Vygotsky and Lave. This theory

incorporates aspects of behavioral and cognitive learning. Behavioral learning assumes that

people's environment (surroundings) cause people to behave in certain ways. Cognitive

learning presumes that psychological factors are important for influencing how one behaves.

Social learning suggests a combination of environmental (social) and psychological factors
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influence behavior. Social learning theory outlines three requirements for people to learn and

model behavior include attention: retention (remembering what one observed), reproduction

(ability to reproduce the behavior), and motivation (good reason) to want to adopt the

behavior.

7. Types Of Families

The different types of families occur in a wide variety of settings, and their specific functions

and meanings depend largely on their relationship to other social institutions. Sociologists

have a special interest in the function and status of these forms in stratified (especially

capitalist) societies.

The term "nuclear family" is commonly used, especially in the United Statesand Europe, to

refer to conjugal families. Sociologists distinguish between conjugal families (relatively

independent of the kindreds of the parents and of other families in general) and nuclear

families (which maintain relatively close ties with their kindreds).

The term "extended family" is also common, especially in the United States and Europe. This

term has two distinct meanings. First, it serves as a synonym of "consanguinal family".

Second, in societies dominated by the conjugal family, it refers to kindred (an egocentric

network of relatives that extends beyond the domestic group) who do not belong to the

conjugal family.

These types refer to ideal or normative structures found in particular societies. Any society

will exhibit some variation in the actual composition and conception of families. Much

sociological, historical and anthropological research dedicates itself to the understanding of

this variation, and of changes in the family form over time. Thus, some speak of the

bourgeois family, a family structure arising out of 16th-century and 17th-century European

households, in which the family centers on a marriage between a man and woman, with

strictly-defined gender-roles. The man typically has responsibility for income and support,

the woman for home and family matters.

Philosophers and psychiatrists like Deleuze, Guattari, Laing, Reich, explained that the

patriarchal-family conceived in the West tradition (husband-wife-children isolated from the

outside) serves the purpose of perpetuating a propertarian and authoritarian society. The child
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grows according to the Oedipalmodel typical of capitalist societies and he becomes in turn

owner of submissive children and protector of the woman.

According to the work of scholars Max Weber, Alan Macfarlane, Steven Ozment, Jack

Goody and Peter Laslett, the huge transformation that led to modern marriage in Western

democracies was "fueled by the religio-cultural value system provided by elements of

Judaism, early Christianity, Roman Catholic canon law and the Protestant Reformation".

In contemporary Europe and the United States, people in academic, political and civil sectors

have called attention to single-father-headed households, and families headed by same-sex

couples, although academics point out that these forms exist in other societies. Also the term

blended family or stepfamily describes families with mixed parents: one or both parents

remarried, bringing children of the former family into the new family.

8. Corporal punishment

Corporal punishment is the deliberate infliction of pain intended to punish a person or change

his/her behavior. Historically speaking, most punishment, whether in judicial, domestic, or

educational settings, were corporal in basis. A campaign called "Global Initiative To End All

Corporal Punishment OfChildren" hopes to achieve full prohibition of all corporal

punishment of children worldwide. The UN Study on Violence against Children sets a target

date of 2009 for universal prohibition, including in the home. School discipline in the West

generally avoids physical correction altogether. The United States, where paddling remains

legal in several states, is now the only significant exception to this (Canadian corrective force

is widely reported as being of a non-corporal nature). In most European countries it was

banned at varying points in the 20th century. On the other hand, school corporal punishment,

though probably on the decline overall, is lawful and remains in use in various other parts of

the world, and is commonplace in some countries in Africa, the Caribbean and Asia, notably

in former British territories but also in a few countries that were never under British rule,

such as South Korea and (until very recently) Thailand. According to the Global Initiative in

2007, at least 88 countries do not prohibit the use of corporal punishment in schools, and 147

countries do not prohibit it within alternative care settings.

Unofficially, physical punishment in schools also persists in some countries where it is

technically illegal, such as in China.
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Corporal punishment is still widely used by parents in the home, but as of 2008 it has been

legally banned in 24 countries. These bans are mostly of recent date. The exemption of

corporal punishment from criminal assault in Canada stipulates that the assailant must be a

teacher or parent (or guardian assuming all the obligations of a parent), that the force must be

used "by way of correction" (sober, reasoned uses of force that address the actual behaviour

of the child and are designed to restrain, control or express some symbolic disapproval of his

or her behaviour), the child must be capable of benefiting from the correction (ie: not under

the age of 2, etc), the use of force must also be "reasonable under the circumstances" - ie: it

results neither in harm nor in the prospect of bodily harm. Corporal punishment which

involves slaps or blows to the head is harmful.

In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
Supporting Families With Day Care And Child Development Programs.

Family Income Security.

Law And Procedure: Court Intervention With Children, Youth, And Families

Topic : Supporting Families With Day Care And Child Development Programs.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Day care

 Discuss Lanham Act

 Discuss Respite care

 Discuss Head Start

 Discuss Federal Funding Programs

Definition/Overview:

Head Start is unique in its comprehensive approach to addressing the needs of children and

families. The program offers early education, health care, social services, and nutrition

services, has a strong focus on parent involvement and support, and builds upon the strengths

of local communities. Head Start can help children get ahead and improve their chances for

success.
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Head Start also addresses family's unmet needs (such as housing, job training, health care,

emotional support, and family counseling) that may stand in the way of a child's full and

healthy development. This comprehensive approach is essential to preparing low-income

children to succeed.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Head Start provides educational, health, economic, and crime reduction benefits.

The Head Start Impact Study revealed small to moderate statistically significant positive

impacts for three- and four-year-old children enrolled in Head Start on pre-reading,

prewriting, vocabulary, and parent reports of children's literacy skills.1

Early Head Start Impact Study researchers found that three-year-old Early Head Start

children performed significantly better on cognitive, language, and social/emotional measures

than children randomly assigned to a control group. In addition, they found that Early Head

Start parents showed progress toward self-sufficiency.2

Head Start and Early Head Start improve the health of the children and families they serve.

The Head Start Impact Study demonstrated that a much higher proportion of Head Start

children received dental care than those children who did not receive Head Start services. A

higher proportion of parents with three-year-old children in Head Start reported that their

children were either in excellent or very good health as compared with those parents who did

not have children enrolled in Head Start.3

2. Day care

Day care or child care is care of a child during the day by a person other than the child's

parents or legal guardians, typically someone outside the child's immediate family. The

service is known as child care in the United Kingdom and Australiaand day care in North

America. Child care or day care is provided in nurseries or creches or by childminders caring

for children in their own homes.
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Babysitting is the occasional temporary care of a child during the absence of his or her

parents. Child care or day care is ongoing care during specific periods, such as the parents'

time at work. Child care can also take on a more formal structure, with education, child

development, discipline and even preschool falling into the fold of services.

Some childminders care for children from several families at the same time, either in their

own home or in a specialized child care facility. Some employers provide nursery provision

for their employees at or near the place of employment.

Child care in the child's own home is traditionally provided by a nanny or au pair, or by a

extended family member including grandparents, aunts and uncles.

Day care appeared in Franceabout 1840, and the Socit des Crches was recognized by the

French government in 1869. Originating in Europe in the late 18th and early 19th century,

day cares were established in the United States by private charities in the 1850s, the first

being the New York Day Nursery in 1854.

Independent studies suggest that good day care for non-infants is not harmful. Some advocate

that day care is inherently inferior to parental care. In some cases, good daycare can provide

different experiences than parental care does, especially when children reach two and are

ready to interact with other children. Bad day care puts the child at physical, emotional and

attachment risk.

The National Institute of Health released a study in March, 2007 after following a group of

children through early childhood to the 6th grade. The study found that the children who

received a higher quality of child care scored higher on 5th grade vocabulary tests than the

children who had attended child care of a lower quality. The study also reported that teachers

found children from child care to be "disobedient", fight more frequently, and more

argumentative. The study reported the increases in aggression and vocabulary were small.

As a matter of social policy, consistent, good daycare, may ensure adequate early childhood

education for children of less skilled parents. From a parental perspective, good daycare can

complement good parenting.
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A 2001 report showed that children in high-quality care scored higher on tests of language,

memory and other skills than did children of stay-at-home mothers or children in lower-

quality day care.

A study appearing in Child Development in July/August 2003 found that the amount of time

spent in day care before four-and-a-half tended to correspond with the child's tendency to be

less likely to get along with others, to be disobedient, and to be aggressive, although still

within the normal range.

3. Federal Funding Programs

A previous Department of Education was created in 1867 but soon was demoted to an Office

in 1868. Its creation a century later in 1979 was controversial and opposed by many in the

Republican Party, who saw the department as an unconstitutional, unnecessary federal

bureaucratic intrusion into local affairs.

Unlike the systems of most other countries, education in the United States is highly

decentralized, and the federal government and Department of Education is not heavily

involved in determining curricula or educational standards (with the recent exception of the

No Child Left Behind Act). This has been left to state and local school districts. The quality

of educational institutions and their degrees is maintained through an informal private process

known as accreditation, over which the Department of Education has no direct public

jurisdictional control.

Rather, the primary function of the Department of Education is to formulate federal funding

programs involving education and to enforce federal educational laws regarding privacy and

civil rights.

On March 23, 2007, at 11:51. AM President George W. Bush signed into law H.R. 584,

which designates the ED Headquarters building as the Lyndon Baines Johnson Department of

Education Building.
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4. Head Start

Head Start is a program of the United States Department of Health and Human Services that

provides comprehensive education, health, nutrition, and parent involvement services to low-

income children and their families.

Created in 1965 by the Head Start Act, Head Start is the longest-running program to address

systemic poverty in the United States. As of late 2005, more than 22 million pre-school aged

children have participated in Head Start. The $6.8+ billion dollar budget for 2005 provided

services to more than 905,000 children, 57% of whom were four years old or older, and 43%

three years old or younger. Services were provided by 1,604 different programs operating

more than 48,000 classrooms scattered across every state (and nearly every county) at an

average cost of $7,222 per child. The staff consists of nearly 212,000 paid personnel in

addition to six times as many volunteers.

Head Start was started as part of President Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty. A key part of

the Great Society domestic agenda, the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 authorized

programs to help meet the needs of disadvantaged preschool children. A panel of child

development experts drew up this program at the request of the Federal Government, and the

program became Project Head Start.

The Office of Economic Opportunity launched Project Head Start as an eight-week summer

program in 1965. The project was designed to help end poverty by providing preschool

children from low-income families with a program that would meet emotional, social, health,

nutritional, and psychological needs.

Head Start was then transferred to the Office of Child Development in the Department of

Health, Education, and Welfare (later the Department of Health and Human Services) by the

Nixon Administration in 1969. Today it is a program within the Administration for Children

and Families (ACF) in the HHS. In FY 1995, the Early Head Start program was established

to serve children from birth to three years of age in recognition of the mounting evidence that

the earliest years matter a great deal to children's growth and development.Programs are

administered locally by non-profit organizations and local education agencies such as school

systems. Head Start is a program for children age 3 to 5 in the United States.
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Head Start provides education, health and social services to eligible families with the goal of

ensuring the children enrolled are ready to start school. Education includes pre-school

education to nationally set standards that have become the de-facto standards for pre-school

in the USA. Health services include screenings, health check-ups and dental check-ups.

Social services provide family advocates to work with parents and assist them in accessing

community resources.

Eligibility for Head Start services is largely income-based (100% of the federal poverty

level), though each locally-operated program includes other eligibility criteria such as

disabilities and services to other family members. As of late 2006, up to 10% of any funded

program's enrollment can be from over-income families. All programs provide full services to

children with disabilities.

An important update to the Head Start Reauthorization bill signed by President Bush on

December 12, 2007 is the importance of Head Start to serve the homeless children in

America. Homelessness is defined as a child "who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate

nighttime residence." This includes not only the typical homeless child in a shelter or other

outreach program, or those living in motels or cars but also the children who are living in a

"sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason."

These homeless children must be sought out by the local Head Start and have to be served

within a reasonable time frame. Head Start programs must communicate with the local school

districts to help in providing services to the younger siblings of those the school has

identified as homeless as well as helping older siblings of the preschool children Head Start

has identified.

5. Respite care

Respite care is the provision of short-term, temporary relief to those who are caring for

family members who might otherwise require permanent placement in a facility outside the

home.

The term "short break" is used in some countries to describe respite care. The International

Short-Break Association coordinates advocacy groups.
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In the United Statestoday there are approximately 50 million people who are caring at home

for family members including elderly parents, and spouses and children with disabilities

and/or chronic illnesses. Without this home-care, most of these cared for loved ones would

require permanent placement in institutions or health care facilities at great cost to our

society.

Even though many families take great joy in providing care to their loved ones so that they

can remain at home, the physical, emotional and financial consequences for the family

caregiver can be overwhelming without some support, such as respite. Respite provides the

much needed temporary break from the often exhausting challenges faced by the family

caregiver.

Respite is the service most often requested by family caregivers, yet it is in critically short

supply, inaccessible, or unaffordable regardless of the age or disability of the individual

needing assistance. While the focus has been on making sure families have the option of

providing care at home, little attention has been paid to the needs of the family caregivers

who make this possible.

Close to 80% of all long-term care is now provided at home by family caregivers to children

and adults with serious conditions, including mental health issues, amyotrophic lateral

sclerosis, multiple sclerosis, traumatic brain injury, cancer, paralysis, developmental and

physical disabilities, cognitive impairments and Alzheimer's disease. Parents and family

caregivers are the backbone of the long-term care system and save governments billions of

dollars annually.

Research has shown that providing respite can have a positive effect on the health of the

caregiver(see references below).

Without respite, not only can families suffer economically and emotionally, caregivers

themselves may face serious health and social risks as a result of stress associated with

continuous caregiving. Three fifths of family caregivers age 19-64 surveyed recently by the

Commonwealth Fund reported fair or poor health, one or more chronic conditions, or a

disability, compared with only one-third of non caregivers.
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A Commonwealth Fund study of elderly spousal caregivers (aged 66-96) found that

caregivers who experience caregiving-related stress have a 63% higher mortality rate than

non-caregivers of the same age.

Respite has been shown to help sustain family caregiver health and wellbeing, avoid or delay

out-of-home placements, and reduce the likelihood of abuse and neglect. An outcome based

evaluation pilot study show that respite may also reduce the likelihood of divorce and help

sustain marriages.

6. Lanham Act

The Lanham (Trademark) Act (title 15, chapter 22 of the United States Code) is a piece of

legislation that contains the federal statutes of trademark law in theUnited States. The Act

prohibits a number of activities, including trademark infringement, trademark dilution, and

false advertising.

Named for Representative Fritz G. Lanham of Texas, the Act was passed on July 5, 1946 and

signed into law by President Harry Truman, taking effect "one year from its enactment", on

July 5, 1947. Act July 5, 1946, ch 540, 46, 60 Stat. 444. In rare circumstances, a conflict will

arise between trademarks that have been in use since before the Lanham Act went into effect,

thus requiring the courts to examine the dispute according to the trademark act that existed

prior to the Lanham Act.

The Lanham Act is divided into the following Fivesubchapters:

 Subchapter I - The Principal Register - 1051-1072 (Sections 1 to 22)

 Subchapter II - The Supplemental Register - 1091-1096 (Sections 23 to 28)

 Subchapter III - General Provisions - 1111-1129 (Sections 29 to 45)

 Subchapter IV - The Madrid Protocol - 1141-1141n (not part of the original Lanham Act)

Note that there are gaps between the United States Code sections, to accommodate the

insertion of new statutes into the Code. Two such additions have been made to Subchapter

three, with the later creation of the National Intellectual Property Law Enforcement

Coordination Council codified at 15 U.S.C. 1128, and the passage of prohibitions against

cyberpiracy codified at 15 U.S.C. 1129.
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Topic : Family Income Security.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Measuring poverty

 Discuss Near Poor

 Discuss Social Security Act of 1965

 Discuss Earned income tax credit

 Discuss Children's Health Insurance Program CHIP

 Discuss Aid to Families with Dependent Children

 Discuss Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

 Discuss Time limit

Definition/Overview:

Family income includes wages, salaries, rents from property, interest, dividends, profits and

fees from their own businesses, pensions, and help from relatives. Family income data are

used in the computation of the poverty level.

For purposes of the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) and National Health and

Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES), all people within a household related to each

other by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Each member of a family is

classified according to the total income of the family. Unrelated individuals are classified

according to their own income.

In the NHIS (in years prior to 1997) and NHANES, family income was the total income

received by members of a family (or by an unrelated individual) in the 12 months before the

interview. Starting in 1997 the NHIS collected family income data for the calendar year prior

to the interview (for example, 1997 family income data were based on 1996 calendar year

information).

For data years 1990-96, about 16-18 percent of persons had missing data on poverty level.

Missing values were imputed for family income using a sequential hot deck within matrix

cells imputation approach. A detailed description of the imputation procedure as well as data
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files with imputed annual family income for 1990-96 are available from NCHS on CD-ROM

NHIS Imputed Annual Family Income 1990-96, Series 10, Number 9A.

Key Points:

1. Overview

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support shall include

bills and matters referred to the Committee on Ways and Means that relate to the public

assistance provisions of the Social Security Act, including temporary assistance for needy

families, child care, child and family services, child support, foster care, adoption,

supplemental security income social services, eligibility of welfare recipients for food

stamps, and low-income energy assistance.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support shall also

include bills and matters referred to the Committee on Ways and Means that relate to the

Federal-State system of unemployment compensation, and the financing thereof, including

the programs for extended and emergency benefits. More specifically, the jurisdiction of the

Subcommittee on Income Security and Family Support shall also include all bills and matters

pertaining to the programs of unemployment compensation under titles III, IX and XII of the

Social Security Act, Chapters 23 and 23A of the Internal Revenue Code, and the Federal-

State Extended Unemployment Compensation Act of 1970, and provisions relating thereto.

2. Measuring poverty

Although the most severe poverty is in the developing world, there is evidence of poverty in

every region. In developed countries, this condition results in wandering homeless people and

poor suburbs and ghettos. Poverty may be seen as the collective condition of poor people, or

of poor groups, and in this sense entire nation-states are sometimes regarded as poor. To

avoid stigma these nations are usually called developing nations.

When measured, poverty may be absolute or relative poverty. Absolute poverty refers to a set

standard which is consistent over time and between countries. An example of an absolute

measurement would be the percentage of the population eating less food than is required to

sustain the human body (approximately 2000-2500 kilocalories per day).
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Relative poverty, in contrast, views poverty as socially defined and dependent on social

context. One relative measurement would be to compare the total wealth of the poorest one-

third of the population with the total wealth of richest 1% of the population. In this case, the

number of people counted as poor could increase while their income rise. There are several

different income inequality metrics, one example is the Gini coefficient.

The main poverty line used in the OECD and the European Union is a relative poverty

measure based on "economic distance", a level of income set at 50% of the median household

income.

The United States, in contrast, uses an absolute poverty measure. The USpoverty line was

created in 1963-64 and was based on the dollar costs of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's

"economy food plan" multiplied by a factor of three. The multiplier was based on research

showing that food costs then accounted for about one third of the total money income. This

one-time calculation has since been annually updated for inflation.

The US line has been critiqued as being either too high or too low. For example, the Heritage

Foundation, a conservative U.S. think tank, objects to the fact that, according to the U.S.

Census Bureau, 46% of those defined as being in poverty in the U.S. own their own home

(with the average poor person's home having three bedrooms, with one and a half baths, and a

garage).. Others, such as economist Ellen Frank, argue that the poverty measure is too low as

families spend much less of their total budget on food than they did when the measure was

established in the 1950s. Further, federal poverty statistics do not account for the widely

varying regional differences in non-food costs such as housing, transport, and utilities.

Both absolute and relative poverty measures are usually based on a person's yearly income

and frequently take no account of total wealth. Some people argue that this ignores a key

component of economic well-being.

The World Bank defines poverty in absolute terms. The bank defines extreme poverty as

living on less than $1 per day US (PPP), and moderate poverty as less than $2 a day. It has

been estimated that in 2001, 1.1 billion people had consumption levels below $1 a day and

2.7 billion lived on less than $2 a day. The proportion of the developing world's population

living in extreme economic poverty has fallen from 28 percent in 1990 to 21 percent in 2001.

Much of the improvement has occurred in East and South Asia. In Sub-Saharan Africa
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GDP/capita shrank with 14 percent and extreme poverty increased from 41 percent in 1981 to

46 percent in 2001. Other regions have seen little or no change. In the early 1990s the

transition economies of Europe and Central Asiaexperienced a sharp drop in income. Poverty

rates rose to 6 percent at the end of the decade before beginning to recede.There are various

criticisms of these measurements.

Some economists such as Guy Pfeffermann say that other non-monetary indicators of

"absolute poverty" are also improving. Life expectancy has greatly increased in the

developing world since WWII and is starting to close the gap to the developed world where

the improvement has been smaller. Even in Sub-Saharan Africa, the least developed region,

life expectancy increased from 30 years before World War II to a peak of about 50 years

before the HIV pandemic and other diseases started to force it down to the current level of 47

years. Child mortality has decreased in every developing region of the world. The proportion

of the world's population living in countries where per-capita food supplies are less than

2,200 calories (9,200 kilojoules) per day decreased from 56% in the mid-1960s to below 10%

by the 1990s. Between 1950 and 1999, global literacy increased from 52% to 81% of the

world. Women made up much of the gap: Female literacy as a percentage of male literacy has

increased from 59% in 1970 to 80% in 2000. The percentage of children not in the labor force

has also risen to over 90% in 2000 from 76% in 1960. There are similar trends for electric

power, cars, radios, and telephones per capita, as well as the proportion of the population

with access to clean water.

Income inequality for the world as a whole is diminishing. A 2002 study by Xavier Sala-i-

Martin finds that this is driven mainly, but not fully, by the extraordinary growth rate of the

incomes of the 1.2 billion Chinese citizens. However, unless Africa achieve economic

growth, then China, India, the OECD and the rest of middle-income and rich countries will

diverge away from it, and global inequality will rise. Thus, the economic growth of the

African continent should be the priority of anyone concerned with decreasing global income

inequality.

Poverty Gap Index, the mean distance below the poverty line as a proportion of the poverty

line where the mean is taken over the whole population, counting the non-poor as having zero

poverty gap.
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Even if poverty may be lessening for the world as a whole, it continues to be an enormous

problem:

 One third of deaths - some 18 million people a year or 50,000 per day - are due to poverty-

related causes. That's 270 million people since 1990, the majority women and children,

roughly equal to the population of the US.

 Every year nearly 11 million children die before their fifth birthday.

 In 2001, 1.1 billion people had consumption levels below $1 a day and 2.7 billion lived on

less than $2 a day

 800 million people go to bed hungry every day.

The World Bank's "Voices of the Poor" , based on research with over 20,000 poor people in

23 countries, identifies a range of factors which poor people consider elements of poverty.

Most important are those necessary for material well-being, especially food. Many others

relate to social rather than material issues.

 precarious livelihoods

 excluded locations

 gender relationships

 problems in social relationships

 lack of security

 abuse by those in power

 dis-empowering institutions

 limited capabilities, and

 weak community organizations.

3. Near Poor

Working poor Social medicine A segment of the US population with earnings only enough

for daily needs, who are not qualified for US government assistance programs; NP seldom

have medical insurance and when ill, are a major burden to the health care system. See

Underinsured. Cf Engel's phenomenon, 'Fourth World.', Homelessness.
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4. Social Security Act of 1965

The Social Security Act of 1965 resulted in the passing of two bills: Medicare and Medicaid.

The act provided federal health insurance for the elderly (over 65) and for poor families.

While Lyndon B. Johnson (LBJ) was responsible for signing the bill, there were many others

involved in drafting the final bill that was introduced to the United States Congress in March

1965.

The fight for national health insurance began in the early 1900s and greatly caught the

publics attention during Trumans presidency. Between 1958 and 1964 controversy grew and

the bill was drafted. The signing of the act, as part of LBJs Great Society, heralded in an era

with a greater emphasis on public health issues.

The idea of national health insurance came about around 1915 when the group American

Association for Labor Legislation attempted to introduce a medical insurance bill to some

state legislatures. These attempts were not successful and as a result the controversy about

national insurance came about. National groups supporting the idea of government health aid

included the AFL-CIO, American Nurses Association, National Association of Social

Workers, and the Socialist Party USA. The most prominent opponent of national medical

insurance was the American Medical Association (AMA); others included the American

Hospital Association, the Chamber of Commerce and the Life Insurance Association of

America.

In 1935, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act, medical

benefits were left out of the bill. While Roosevelt wished to include some sort of national

health care clause in the bill, he believed the American population would not be ready and the

idea would be unpopular. Still, the idea of government medical care insurance stayed in the

minds of some politicians. Harry Truman took on the idea of national medical care and tried

to integrate it into his Fair Deal program. Unfortunately, Trumans attempts were also

unsuccessful; however, during his presidency the fight for national medical care became

specific to the aged population.

Before making it age specific, there were arguments against aiding the entire population:

people believed it to be too great of a give away program, that it would help too many well-

off Americans, that medical facilities did not have enough resources, and that nationalized
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medical insurance would result in too much federal control of physicians. As for the aged

population (65+), they could not be expected to constantly save and earn money for

themselves and falling back on their family would be inefficient and inconvenient. Thus,

legislators agreed on an age group that deserved help.

Once the targeted age was decided during Trumans presidency, an over-a-decade fight began

over presenting a coherent medical care bill to Congress. The aforementioned groups spent a

lot of time and money lobbying their respective causes. The controversy subsided during

Dwight D. Eisenhowers conservative presidency. During Eisenhowers presidency, the House

Ways and Means Committee was created. The members of this committee were mainly

Republicans and Southern Democrats; as a result, any attempts to pass social health programs

were difficult. Wilbur Mills, the man who chaired this committee, later played a large role in

creating the health care program that was integrated into the Social Security Act.

Accompanied by John F. Kennedys presidency, the 1960s shuffled in more serious

movements towards a national healthcare bill. In 1960, the Kerr-Mills Act gave states the

power to decide what patients needed financial assistance; at the states decree, the federal

government would provide individual assistance. While this seemed like a step forward, most

states did not participate or abide by the Act. Another preliminary bill was formed in 1962

named the King-Anderson Bill. Under it, some hospital and nursing home costs for patients

65 and older would be covered. Although this bill was thwarted in Congress, the defeat was

slim (12-11), showing the effect Kennedys years had. Also, it paved the way for the actual

bill passed three years later.

5. Earned income tax credit

The United States federal Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC or EIC) is a refundable tax credit.

For tax year 2007, a claimant with one qualifying child can receive a maximum credit of

$2,853. For two or more qualifying children, the maximum credit is $4,716. Grandparents,

aunts, uncles, and siblings can also claim a child as their qualifying child provided they

shared residence with the child for more than six months of the tax year. However, in tie-

breaker situations in which more than one filer claims the same child, priority will be given to

the parent. A foster child also counts provided the child has been officially placed by an

agency or court. There is a much more modest EIC for persons and couples without children

that reaches a maximum of $428.
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A qualifying child can be up to and including age 18 at the end of the tax year, up to and

including age 23 if classified as a full-time student for one long semester or equivalent, or

any age if classified as 'totally disabled' for the tax year.

Enacted in 1975, the initially modest EIC has been expanded by tax legislation on a number

of occasions, including the more widely-publicized tax acts of 1986, 1990, 1993, and 2001,

regardless of whether the act in general raised taxes (1990, 1993), lowered taxes (2001), or

eliminated other deductions and credits (1986). Today, the EITC is one of the largest anti-

poverty tools in the United States (despite the fact that most income measures, including the

poverty rate, do not account for the credit), and enjoys broad bipartisan support.

Other countries with programs similar to the EITC include the United Kingdom(see: working

tax credit), Canada(see: working income tax benefit), Ireland,New Zealand, Austria,

Belgium,Denmark, Finland, Franceand the Netherlands. In some cases, these are small (the

maximum EITC in Finlandis 290 euros), but others are larger than the U.S.credit (the UK's

working tax credit is worth up to 6150 Euros).

In the United States as of tax year 2006, some 20 states and the District of Columbia had their

own EICs. These state plans generally mimic the federal structure on a smaller scale, with

individuals receiving a state credit equal to a fixed percentagegenerally between 15 and 30

percentof what they are eligible to receive from the federal credit. A few small local EICs

have been enacted in San Francisco, New YorkCity, and Montgomery County, Maryland.

6. Children's Health Insurance Program CHIP

The Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is a nationwide program that was designed

for families who earn too much money to allow them to qualify for Medicaid, but can't afford

a private insurance plan.

7. Aid to Families with Dependent Children

Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) was the name of a federal assistance

program in effect from 1935 to 1997, which was administered by the United States

Department of Health and Human Services. This program provided financial assistance to

children whose families had low or no income.
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The program was created under the name Aid to Dependent Children (ADC) by the Social

Security Act of 1935 as part of the New Deal; the words "families with" were added to the

name in 1960, partly due to concern that the program's rules discouraged marriage. By 1996

spending was $24 billion per year. When adjusted for inflation, the highest spending was in

1976, which exceeded 1996 spending by about 8%.

Criticisms of AFDC included: (A) there were relatively lax time limitations for participation

in the program; (B) that the program encouraged child birth to trigger or prolong benefits, and

the suggestion that this had a dysgenic effect on the US population; (C) there were few

incentives to join or rejoin the workforce, as entry level jobs could not provide the standard

of living provided by AFDC; (D) AFDC benefits for most families fell short of lifting

families above the poverty line; (E) other unintended social consequences.

Evidence for these claims can be found in the work of Charles Murray, who suggested that

welfare causes dependency. He argued that as welfare benefits increased, the number of

recipients also increased; this behavior, he said, was totally rational, because why work if one

can receive benefits for a long period of time without having to? While this ideology drove

policy, the data, is not entirely clear. States with the most generous welfare policies have the

fewest recipients and vice versa. For instance, Texas, Mississippi, and Alabamahave

relatively restricted welfare policies; these states have higher rates of welfare recipients than

Minnesota, Wisconsin, and other states with more liberal welfare policies. However, welfare

policy is only part of these liberal states' diverse social programs, and the southern states face

very different demographics and economic challenges.

In the 1960s through 1980s William Shockley argued with some support that AFDC and

other similar programs tended to encourage childbirth, especially among less productive

members of society, causing a reverse evolution (dysgenic effect), founded on the premises

that: (A) there is a correlation between financial success and intelligence, and (B) that

intelligence is hereditary. Shockley, whose initial fame came from his electronics designs,

was abrasive and not a credible spokesman; however, he and others were influential in

bringing recognition to their hypothesis among the public and Congress. The later work of

Charles Murray, Richard J. Herrnstein, and others suggested possible merit to the theory of a

dysgenic effect, however, without definitive proof. In the end, this argument, right or wrong,

was among the stepping stones leading to the modification of AFDC toward TANF.
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8. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF, often pronounced "TAN-if") is the United

States of America's federal assistance program, commonly known as welfare. It began on

July 1, 1997, and succeeded the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) program,

providing cash assistance to indigent American families with dependent children through the

United States Department of Health and Human Services. Prior to 1997, eligibility was

determined by the federal government, which administered the program. Now, states are

given block grants and administer their own programs.

TANF was created by the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act instituted under

President Bill Clinton in 1996. The Act provides temporary financial assistance while aiming

to get people off of that assistance, primarily through employment. There is a maximum of 60

months of benefits within one's lifetime (some states instituted shorter periods) and there is a

component requiring clients to attempt to find employment. Unmarried minor parents have to

live with a responsible adult or guardian. Paternity of children must be established in order to

receive benefits. These requirements have led to massive drops in the number of people

receiving cash benefits since 1996, but there has been little change in the national poverty

rate during this time.

9. Time limit

In general depicts a narrow field of time that some sort of objective or task must be

accomplished by. In project management, deadlines are most often associated with milestone

goals.

Topic : Law And Procedure: Court Intervention With Children, Youth, And Families.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Students should know the philosophy and purpose of the juvenile court as it was originally

designed and as it functions today.

 Students should know the U.S. Supreme Court decisions which are reforming juvenile court

procedures.
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 Students should have basic awareness and skill in the social work roles in the court process,

including conducting working collaboratively with court personnel, forensic interviews,

documentation, and testifying.

 Students are familiar with the main categories of grounds for termination of parental rights.

 Students can describe the issues in the court's efforts and purposes in handling status

offenders, delinquents, and serious offenders; racism and sexism in handling these cases.

 Students can describe how guardianship and custody awards provide legal protection for

children and youth, and the similarities and differences in guardianship, custody, and in loco

parents. They can describe the rights, duties, and restriction of guardians of the person and

guardians of the estate.

 Students are aware of issues in the use of guardianship in child welfare practice, including

how guardianship can be used to promote continuity of family relationships, kinship as an

alternative to foster care; the legal rights of parents when families are under protective

supervision or their children are in foster care or with guardians.

Definition/Overview:

Family law covers all areas of law relating to relationships with partners, cohabitants (either

same sex or opposite sex) and married couples. It deals with issues relating to the beginning

and end of a relationship (e.g. marriage, divorce etc). It does not deal with wider family

issues (e.g. elderly relatives or making of wills).

Family lawyers offer advice on the rights of cohabitants and what they should know before

beginning to live together. They also deal with the law on relationship breakdown, divorce,

capital and income settlements, and cases relating to private children law. They are also able

to offer help to those suffering domestic violence.

Juvenile court: A court having jurisdiction over dependent and delinquent children

Family court: A court in some states in the United States that has jurisdiction over family

disputes (especially those involving children)

Criminal Court: A court having jurisdiction over criminal cases

Dependency: The state of relying on or being controlled by someone or something else
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Neglect: Fail to do something; leave something undone

Delinquency: Nonpayment of a debt when due

Guardianship: Attention and management implying responsibility for safety

Custody: A state of being confined (usually for a short time)

Adjudication: The final judgment in a legal proceeding; the act of pronouncing judgment

based on the evidence presented

Disposition: An attitude of mind especially one that favors one alternative over others

Jurisdiction: In law; the territory within which power can be exercised

Forensic Interviewing: Forensic Interviewing is a method of communicating designed to

elicit information and evidence.

Key Points:

1. Overview

This is an area of law where we actively seek to improve the law, procedure and practice.

These pages do not attempt to give legal advice on family law. If you need to know more on a

family law issue, you can find a family lawyer using Solicitors Online.

The Law Society has developed an accredited panel of solicitors (and others) who specialize

in family law. To be accepted onto the panel, members must prove that they meet the Law

Society's rigorous standards.

If you cannot find the document you are looking for on these pages, thentry our archive. You

may also find our children, family mediation or legal aid pages useful.

2. In Re Gault

In re Gault, 387 U.S. 1 (1967), was a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision which

established that under the Fourteenth Amendment, juveniles accused of crimes in a
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delinquency proceeding must be accorded many of the same due process rights as adults such

as the right to timely notification of charges, the right to confront witnesses, the right against

self-incrimination, and the right to counsel. The court's opinion was written by Justice Abe

Fortas, a noted proponent of children's rights.

3. In Re Winship

In re Winship, 397 U.S. 358 (1970), was a United States Supreme Court decision which held

that when a juvenile is charged with an act which would be a crime if committed by an adult,

every element of the offense must be proved beyond a reasonable doubt. The case has come

to stand for a broader proposition, however, which is that in any criminal prosecution, every

essential element of the offense must be proved beyond a reasonable doubt. See, e.g.,

Apprendi v. New Jersey, 530 U.S. 466, 477 (2000); Sullivan v. Louisiana, 508 U.S. 275, 278

(1993).

4. McKeiver v. Pennsylvania

McKeiver v. Pennsylvania, 403 U.S. 528 (1971), was a decision of the United States

Supreme Court. The Court held that juveniles in juvenile criminal proceedings were not

entitled to a jury trial by the Sixth or Fourteenth Amendments. The Court's plurality opinion

left the precise reasoning for the decision unclear.

Although the right to a jury trial is not guaranteed by the U.S Constitution in these cases,

states may, and some do, employ jury trials in juvenile proceedings if they wish to do so.

Kansasis the first State in the Country to articulate that the right should be extended to

juveniles as a matter of right under its State Constitution.

5. Thompson v. Oklahoma

Thompson v. Oklahoma, 487 U.S. 815 (1988), was the first case since the moratorium on

capital punishment was lifted in the United States in which the U.S. Supreme Court

overturned the death sentence of a minor on grounds of "cruel and unusual punishment."

William W. Thompson, a 15 year-old at the time of his crime, was tried as an adult for

murder, found guilty, and sentenced to death in an Oklahoma trial court. The Court of

Criminal Appeals of Oklahoma upheld the decision.
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On appeal, the Supreme Court held in a 5-3 decision that Thompson's execution would

violate the Eighth Amendment as applied to the states through the Fourteenth Amendment.

The Court noted the "evolving standards of decency that mark the progress of a maturing

society" as a primary concern. Numerous U.S.jurisdictions and all industrialized Western

nations had banned the execution of minors under 16 years of age. Justice Antonin Scalia

wrote for the dissent, and Anthony Kennedy took no part in the decision.

6. Indian Child Welfare Act

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (often abbreviated as ICWA) is a piece of

Congressional legislation that redefined the jurisdiction of Native American tribes when it

comes to custody proceedings involving Native American children.

The ICWA gives tribal governments a strong voice concerning Native American child

custody proceedings by allocating tribes sole jurisdiction over states when the child is

domiciled on the reservation and concurrent, but presumptive, jurisdiction over non-

reservation Native Americans custody proceedings.

The ICWA lays out the minimal Federal standards for nearly all Indian child custody

proceedings, including adoption, voluntary and involuntary termination of parental rights,

and removal and foster care placement of Indian children. Section 1903 defines Indian child

as any unmarried person who is under age eighteen and is either (a) a member of an Indian

tribe or (b) is eligible for membership in an Indian tribe and is the biological child of a

member of an Indian tribe.

The ICWA does not cover child custody hearings during divorce proceeding.

An Indian tribe can request the transfer of a child custody proceedingsfrom a states court to

the tribal court when an Indian child does not reside or have domicile upon tribal lands. The

ICWA states this transfer must be made, unless either parent objects or good cause exists not

to make the transfer.

If a transfer is denied and parental rights are terminated, the ICWA indicates where an Indian

child is to be placed: with extended family first; then other members of the tribe; then other

Indians who are not members of the tribe; and finally non-Indians. As with transfers, the
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ICWA includes a "good cause" exception to the statutory placement preferences, and state

courts are split in their interpretation of good cause.

The ICWA allows parents of Indian children to voluntarily waive parental rights to a court of

competent jurisdiction, i.e., either tribal court when the child is domiciled on tribal lands or

state court when the child does not and the tribe has not successfully transferred the case to

the tribal court. The ICWA requires that the parents be informed in writing about the full

implications of the ICWA. It also decrees that the termination cannot be made prior to birth

or within ten days after birth. The ICWA further allows either parent to withdraw consent of

the adoption up until a final decree of termination of rights or adoption is issued. Finally it

allows the birth parents to petition the court to vacate the adoption within two years if the

adoption decree was made under fraud or duress.

Another provision requires the Federal government, states and other tribes to give full faith

and credit to the decisions made by a tribal court. ( 1911). The ICWA also provides funding

for child and family programs, such as family assistance, educational programs and legal

council in ICWA litigation. Further, the ICWA allows tribes under Public Law 280 to

exercise child custody jurisdiction even though they would not typically enjoy this

jurisdiction. The final clause of the ICWA states that even if the courts find a portion of the

ICWA unconstitutional, the full body itself would not be deemed unconstitutional.

7. Status Offenses

A status offense is an action that is prohibited only to a certain class of people, and most

often applied to offenses only committed by minors. In some cases, it is used to mean a

regulatory offense.

Definitions of status offense vary. A neutral definition may be "A type of crime that is not

based upon prohibited action or inaction but rests on the fact that the offender has a certain

personal condition or is of a specified character." The Federal Sentencing Guidelines states

that a juvenile status offense is a crime which can not be committed by an adult. , i.e.

possession of a firearm by a minor - that cannot be done by an adult. In some states the term

"status offense" does not apply to adults at all; according to Wyoming law, status offenses

can only be committed by people under 18 years of age.
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"Juvenile status offenders are distinguished from juvenile delinquent offenders. Status

offenders have not committed an act that would be a crime if committed by an adult;

delinquent youths have committed such an act." The term may also be used to mean a

regulatory offense, in the sense of a violation of a Rule or Regulation.

8. Termination of Parental Rights

The overwhelming majority of adoptions require the voluntary or involuntary termination of

the biological parental rights before the adoptive parents may formally and legally adopt a

child. (If the birthparents are deceased and relatives have custody of the child, then the

relatives may provide voluntary consent to an adoption, or, in some cases, a court may

terminate their legal rights.)

In many cases, termination of parental rights is voluntary, and the birthparents willingly

relinquish their parental rights by signing the appropriate consent forms. (The time frame

during which birthparents can "change their mind" about adoption after signing consent

forms varies greatly from state to state; however, after the adoption is finalized, it is

extremely difficult to overturn an adoption.)

Most birthparents who voluntarily make an adoption plan for their children do so when their

children are infants or not older than toddlers; however, some parents feel compelled to take

this action when the child is older. If the child has been in foster care for many years, the

social worker may ask the parents if they wish to transfer parental rights so the child may be

adopted.

In other instances, the state may request that parental rights be terminated by petitioning the

court for permission to end these rights so the child could be adopted. Often the children have

been in foster care for several years, and social workers have determined that the birthparents

cannot adequately assume their parental responsibilities.

Courts understandably take the genetic ties of the children to the biological parents very

seriously, and judges insist on strong supporting evidence before terminating any parental

rights.

At least one and often many court hearings will precede any involuntary termination of

parental rights. The ADOPTION AND SAFE FAMILIES ACT OF 1997 (ASFA) provides
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additional guidelines for when parental rights should be terminated. Many states have

changed their laws in response to ASFA and some states have set specific circumstances

under which termination of parental rights must be initiated. (See chart on page 272) For

example, if a child is abandoned, procedures to terminate parental rights must begin

immediately in Alabama,Alaska, Connecticut,Georgia, Indiana,Iowa, Illinois,Kansas,

Maine,Maryland, Michigan,Minnesota, Missouri,Nebraska, North Carolina,Ohio,

Oklahoma,Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, West Virginia and

Wisconsin. If a parent had murdered another child, termination must be started immediately

in Alabama, Connecticut,Georgia and Illinois.

In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:
Protecting Children From Abuse And Neglect.

Family Preservation

Topic : Protecting Children From Abuse And Neglect

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Risk Assessment

 Discuss Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

 Discuss Failure to Thrive

 Discuss Supervision

 Discuss Emotional Maltreatment

 Discuss Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children

 Discuss Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act

 Discuss Battered Child Syndrome

Definition/Overview:

Children are powerless to protect themselves from abuse and will only be protected from

abuse and neglect if responsible adults take action on their behalf.

Child abuse can happen to any child in any family. It can have lasting, damaging effects.

Some children even die because of child abuse.
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What is child abuse and neglect?

When a child's life, health or emotional well being is put at risk by something a person does

or fails to do, that child is in need of protection under Child and Family Services Act.

When the action (or failure to act) causes a physical injury, could cause a permanent

emotional disability or involves sexual activity, thatis abuse.

How do I know if a child needs protection?

You don't have to know for sure. If, in your honest judgment, you believe that a child may

not be safe, either because of the child's behaviour or someone else's, you need to report it.

Whether a child is safe depends on the child's age and ability to protect him or herself in the

situation.

Children under 12 may not be left on their own or in the care of another child who is under

12.

What do I do if I suspect a child needs protection?

Let the child's parent or guardian know. If you don't know the parent or guardian or you

suspect that they may be part of the problem, then you need to call a child and family services

agency to report your concerns.

If you think that a child may be in immediate danger, call the police.

It is everyone's legal responsibility to protect children. If you fail to report a child in need of

protection, you are committing a punishable offense.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Children and young people are protected through:

 community, government and non- government agency responses that help families overcome

problems that contribute to family breakdown and/or child abuse
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 responses that build strong communities and increase their capacity to support and keep them

safe and, if possible, with their families

 legislation that ensures formal responses are in place to protect children and young people

who have been or who are likely to be harmed

 specialised treatment services to address the harm arising from abuse and neglect and to

prevent it from re-occurring.

2. Battered Child Syndrome

Battered child syndrome refers to injuries sustained by a child as a result of physical abuse,

usually inflicted by an adult caregiver. Alternative terms include: shaken baby; shaken baby

syndrome; child abuse; and non-accidental trauma (NAT).

Internal injuries, cuts, burns, bruises and broken or fractured bones are all possible signs of

battered child syndrome. Emotional damage to a child is also often the by-product of child

abuse, which can result in serious behavioral problems such as substance abuse or the

physical abuse of others. Approximately 14% of children in the United Statesare physically

abused each year, and an estimated 2,000 of those children die as a result of the abuse.

Between 19941995, 1.1 million cases of child abuse were recorded in the United States; of

that number, 55% of the victims were less than a year old.

1.1 Causes and symptoms

Battered child syndrome (BCS) is found at every level of society, although the

incidence may be higher in low-income households where adult caregivers suffer

greater stress and social difficulties, without having had the benefit of higher

education. The child abuser most often injures a child in the heat of anger, and was

often abused as a child himself. The incessant crying of an infant or child may trigger

abuse. Symptoms may include a delayed visit to the emergency room with an injured

child; an implausible explanation of the cause of a child's injury; bruises that match

the shape of a hand, fist or belt; cigarette burns; scald marks; bite marks; black eyes;

unconsciousness; bruises around the neck; and a bulging fontanel in infants.
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1.2 Diagnosis

Battered child syndrome is most often diagnosed by an emergency room physician or

pediatrician, or by teachers or social workers. Physical examination will detect

bruises, burns, swelling, retinal hemorrhages. X rays, and other imaging techniques,

such as MRI or scans may confirm fractures or other internal injuries. The presence of

injuries at different stages of healing (i.e. having occurred at different times) is nearly

always indicative of BCS. Establishing the diagnosis is often hindered by the

excessive cautiousness of caregivers or by actual concealment of the true origin of the

childs injuries, as a result of fear, shame and avoidance or denial mechanisms.

1.3 Treatment

Medical treatment for battered child syndrome will vary according to the type of

injury incurred. Counseling and the implementation of an intervention plan for the

child's parents or guardians is necessary. The child abuser may be incarcerated, and/or

the abused child removed from the home to prevent further harm. Reporting child

abuse to authorities is mandatory for doctors, teachers, and childcare workers in most

states as a way to prevent continued abuse. Both physical and psychological therapy

are often recommended as treatment for the abused child.

1.4 Prognosis

The prognosis for battered child syndrome will depend on the severity of injury,

actions taken by the authorities to ensure the future safety of the injured child, and the

willingness of parents or guardians to seek counseling for themselvesas well as for the

child.

1.5 Prevention

Recognizing the potential for child abuse in a situation, and the seeking or offering of

intervention and counseling before battered child syndrome occurs is the best way to

prevent it. Signs that physical abuse may be forthcoming include parental alcohol or

substance abuse; previous abuse of the child or the child's siblings; history of mental

or emotional problems in parents; parents abused as children; absence of visible

parental love or concern for the child; child's hygiene neglected.
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2. Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act

The Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (Public Law 93-247) provides federal

funding to States in support of prevention, assessment, investigation, prosecution, and

treatment activities and also provides grants to public agencies and nonprofit organizations

for demonstration programs and projects. Additionally, CAPTA identifies the Federal role in

supporting research, evaluation, technical assistance, and data collection activities;

establishes the Office on Child Abuse and Neglect; and mandates the National Clearinghouse

on Child Abuse and Neglect Information. CAPTA also sets forth a minimum definition of

child abuse and neglect.

The key Federal legislation addressing child abuse and neglect is the Child Abuse Prevention

and Treatment Act (CAPTA), originally enacted in 1974 (Public Law 93-247). This Act was

amended several times and was most recently amended and reauthorized on June 25, 2003,

by the Keeping Children and Families Safe Act of 2003 (P.L. 108-36).

The complete text of the law is listed under U.S. Code title 42, chapter 67 and can be seen

here as it is lengthy. A booklet presenting CAPTA as amended by the Keeping Children and

Families Safe Act of 2003, including the Adoption Opportunities program and Abandoned

Infants Assistance Act, as amended, is available on the Children's Bureau website.

3. Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children

In April 1874 the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals obtained the

protection of the state for Mary Ellen Wilson, a mistreated child. In April 1875, because of

this case, the first child protective agency, the New York Society for the Prevention of

Cruelty to Children, was incorporated. During the ensuing quarter century, more than 150

similar societies emerged. Such agencies aim to protect abused and neglected children. The

child protective agency investigates accusations of child neglect or abuse and offers services

to correct home conditions and, in appropriate situations, secures protection of the child by

legal proceedings. Child protective services exist in every state.
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4. Supervision

Supervision means the act of watching over the work or tasks of another who may lack full

knowledge of the concept at hand. Supervision does not mean control of another but guidance

in a work, professional or personal context.

 In psychology and psychotherapy supervision refers to the system whereby therapists are

expected to arrange another therapist for their own benefit or to discuss their work. It is part

of professional good practice. See Clinical supervision

 In Great Britain, especially at CambridgeUniversity, the term can also mean a tutorial, that is,

a meeting between a student or small group of students and a teacher responsible for their

learning.

 In childcare and general use, the verb "to supervise" means to watch over, and is often used

in the context of an adult watching children to ensure they are attended, acceptably behaved,

and safe.

 Watara Supervision is a video game system.

 In telecommunication, supervision refers to the on-hook/off-hook condition of a phone line,

making it part of line signalling.

5. Failure to Thrive

Failure to thrive (FTT) is a medical term which denotes poor weight gain and physical

growth failure over an extended period of time in infancy. The term has been in medical use

for over a century. As used by pediatricians, it covers poor physical growth of any cause and

does not imply abnormal intellectual, social, or emotional development. Failure to thrive is

weight consistently below the 3rd to the 5th percentile for age, progressive decrease in weight

to below the 3rd to the 5th percentile, or a decrease in the percentile rank of 2 major growth

parameters in a short period. The cause may be an identified medical condition or related to

environmental factors. Both types relate to inadequate nutrition. Treatment aims to restore

proper nutrition.

6. Emotional Maltreatment

Suspecting emotional maltreatment is challenging. The child will show no bruises or welts

and may be appropriately fed and clothed. Yet some consider the damage caused by
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emotional maltreatment to exceed that of other forms of abuse and neglect. Adding to the

challenge is that the child may not be able to disclose the maltreatment, as he or she may

think that emotional maltreatment is part of normal parenting.

Emotional maltreatment is called Mental Abuse in Virginia Code. Emotional maltreatment

includes patterns of the following behaviors:

 Ridicule

 Rejection

 Intimidation

 Ignoring a child

 Indifference

 Bizarre discipline

7. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

Fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS) is a disorder of permanent birth defects that occurs in the

offspring of women who drink alcohol during pregnancy. It is unknown whether amount,

frequency or timing of alcohol consumption during pregnancy causes a difference in degree

of damage done to the fetus. Thus, the current recommendation is not to drink at all during

pregnancy. Alcohol crosses the placental barrier and can stunt fetal growth or weight, create

distinctive facial stigmata, damage neurons and brain structures, and cause other physical,

mental, or behavioral problems. Over 16% of women drink enough alcohol to be at risk of

bearing children with fetal alcohol syndrome. The main effect of FAS is permanent central

nervous system damage, especially to the brain. Developing brain cells and structures are

underdeveloped or malformed by prenatal alcohol exposure, often creating an array of

primary cognitive and functional disabilities (including poor memory, attention deficits,

impulsive behavior, and poor cause-effect reasoning) as well as secondary disabilities (for

example, mental health problems, and drug addiction). The risk of brain damage exists during

each trimester, since the fetal brain develops throughout the entire pregnancy.

Fetal alcohol exposure is the leading known cause of mental retardation in the Western

world. In the United Statesthe FAS prevalence rate is estimated to be between 0.2 and 2.0

cases per 1,000 live births, comparable to or higher than other developmental disabilities such

as Down syndrome or Spina Bifida. The lifetime medical and social costs of each child with
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FAS are estimated to be as high as US$800,000. While prenatal alcohol exposure does not

automatically result in FAS, the U.S. Surgeon General advises pregnant women to abstain

from alcohol use due to the risk of the syndrome.

8. Risk Assessment

In the context of public health, risk assessment is the process of quantifying the probability of

a harmful effect to individuals or populations from certain human activities. In most

countries, the use of specific chemicals, or the operations of specific facilities (e.g. power

plants, manufacturing plants) is not allowed unless it can be shown that they do not increase

the risk of death or illness above a specific threshold. For example, the American Food and

Drug Administration (FDA) regulates food safety through risk assessment. The FDA required

in 1973 that cancer-causing compounds must not be present in meat at concentrations that

would cause a cancer risk greater than 1 in a million lifetimes.

Topic : Family Preservation

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Adoption and Safe Families Act

 Discuss Family Group Decision-Making

 Discuss Family Support Services and Preservation Act

 Discuss Kinship Care

 Discuss Indian Child Welfare Act

 Discuss Strengths Perspective

 Discuss Wraparound Services

Definition/Overview:

Family preservation services are short-term, family-based services designed to assist families

in crisis by improving parenting and family functioning while keeping children safe. These

services developed largely in response to the over-reliance on out-of-home care that

characterized services in the 1970's. Family preservation services grew out of the recognition

that children need a safe and stable family and that separating children from their families is
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traumatic for them, often leaving lasting negative effects. These services build upon the

conviction that many children can be safely protected and treated within their own homes

when parents are provided with services and support and empowered to change their lives.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Family preservation services are designed to keep children safe and prevent unnecessary

placement by helping families cope with stress and obtain needed services. Some programs

make a distinction between these and intensive family preservation services that are time-

limited and intensive, providing up to 20 hours per family per week.

Evaluations of the effectiveness of family preservation services, including intensive family

preservation services, examine the extent to which services reduce out-of-home placement,

maintain child safety, and improve family functioning. Research describes family

preservation programs in different jurisdictions and identifies factors and specific services

associated with improved outcomes, best practices, and suggested improvements.

2. Indian Child Welfare Act

The Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 (often abbreviated as ICWA) (25 U.S.C. 1901 et. seq.)

is a piece of Congressional legislation that redefined the jurisdiction of Native American

tribes when it comes to custody proceedings involving Native American children.

The ICWA gives tribal governments a strong voice concerning Native American child

custody proceedings by allocating tribes sole jurisdiction over states when the child is

domiciled on the reservation and concurrent, but presumptive, jurisdiction over non-

reservation Native Americans custody proceedings. (25 U.S.C 1911)

The ICWA lays out the minimal Federal standards for nearly all Indian child custody

proceedings, including adoption, voluntary and involuntary termination of parental rights,

and removal and foster care placement of Indian children. Section 1903 defines Indian child

as any unmarried person who is under age eighteen and is either (a) a member of an Indian

tribe or (b) is eligible for membership in an Indian tribe and is the biological child of a

member of an Indian tribe.
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The ICWA does not cover child custody hearings during divorce proceeding. ( 1911)

An Indian tribe can request the transfer of a child custody proceedings from a states court to

the tribal court when an Indian child does not reside or have domicile upon tribal lands. The

ICWA states this transfer must be made, unless either parent objects or good cause exists not

to make the transfer.

If a transfer is denied and parental rights are terminated, the ICWA indicates where an Indian

child is to be placed: with extended family first; then other members of the tribe; then other

Indians who are not members of the tribe; and finally non-Indians. As with transfers, the

ICWA includes a "good cause" exception to the statutory placement preferences, and state

courts are split in their interpretation of good cause. ( 1915)

The ICWA allows parents of Indian children to voluntarily waive parental rights to a court of

competent jurisdiction, i.e., either tribal court when the child is domiciled on tribal lands or

state court when the child does not and the tribe has not successfully transferred the case to

the tribal court. The ICWA requires that the parents be informed in writing about the full

implications of the ICWA. It also decrees that the termination cannot be made prior to birth

or within ten days after birth. The ICWA further allows either parent to withdraw consent of

the adoption up until a final decree of termination of rights or adoption is issued. Finally it

allows the birth parents to petition the court to vacate the adoption within two years if the

adoption decree was made under fraud or duress. ( 1913)

Another provision requires the Federal government, states and other tribes to give full faith

and credit to the decisions made by a tribal court. ( 1911). The ICWA also provides funding

for child and family programs, such as family assistance, educational programs and legal

council in ICWA litigation. Further, the ICWA allows tribes under Public Law 280 to

exercise child custody jurisdiction even though they would not typically enjoy this

jurisdiction. The final clause of the ICWA states that even if the courts find a portion of the

ICWA unconstitutional, the full body itself would not be deemed unconstitutional. ( 1963)

3. Family Support Services and Preservation Act

Family preservation was the movement to help keep children at home with their families

rather than in foster homes or institutions. This movement was a reaction to the earlier policy
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of Family Breakup, which pulled children out of unfit homes. Extreme poverty alone was

seen as a justified reason to remove children. This new movement began in the 1890s, and in

the 1909 White House Conference on Children it was the top ranked issue. In order to keep

families together, the family would be given enough money so that the mother would not

have to work a full time job. The families that were given this assistance were usually headed

by widows.

Family preservation stems back to the poor laws of the late-eighteen and early-nineteen

hundreds. Child-Saving was the theme of the era. With the new labor laws for children, the

emphasis on the newly developed child psychology and the fear of family disintegration,

social workers put a greater emphasis on the child, who was no longer considered just a

smaller adult. Before this, children were systematically taken out of homes if parents did not

make enough income to support them. "Extreme poverty itself, many of the leading

authorities of the time had argued, was reason enough to break up a family."

Many Americans are forced to live from paycheck to paycheck, as income is just enough to

cover the basic cost of living, with little left over to save for an emergency. The United States

has no universal health coverage, and half of all poor full time workers did not receive health

insurance through their jobs. This means they must pay medical expenses out of pocket, or

simply not use medical facilities. In 2004, just over 1.5 million American workers were

affected by mass lay-offs. Many of these people were able to find jobs, but not always as

good as the job they lost. The average unemployment rate in 2004 was 5.5 percent.

These trends leave it difficult for someone who hit hard times to recover. The amount of

mother's living below the poverty level has been increasing for decades, and represented over

half of the people living below the poverty line in 2003. This leaves women and children

increasingly vulnerable to poverty. With the welfare system defined by temporary aid,

assistance may run out leaving these women and their children with no support. Perhaps

Family Preservation will once again become an issue as more mothers become unable to

afford or take care of their children adequately.
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4. Adoption and Safe Families Act

The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA, Public Law 105-89) was signed into law by

President Bill Clinton on November 19, 1997 after having been approved by the United

States Congress earlier in the month.

AFSA was enacted in an attempt to correct problems that were inherent in the foster care

system that deterred the adoption of children with special needs. Many of these problems had

stemmed from an earlier bill, the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980,

although they had not been anticipated when that law was passed in as states decided to

intrepet that law as requiring biological families be kept together no matter what. The biggest

change to the law was how ASFA amended Title IV-E of the Social Security Act regarding

funding.

Moreover, AFSA marked a fundamental change to child welfare thinking, shifting weight

towards children's health and safety concerns at the expense of reuniting with birth parents no

matter the level of abusiveness. En such, AFSA was considered the most sweeping change to

the U.S.adoption and foster care system in some two decades. One of AFSA's lead sponsors,

Republican Senator John H. Chafee of Rhode Island, said, "We will not continue the current

system of always putting the needs and rights of the biological parents first. ... It's time we

recognize that some families simply cannot and should not be kept together."

Ideas for the bill originated with both Democrats and Republicans. First Lady of the United

States Hillary Rodham Clinton originally voiced interest in the issue of orphaned children in

an article she wrote in 1995. She then held public events to give the issue exposure, and meet

with U.S. Department of Health and Human Services officials and private foundation

executives over policy questions and recommendations. The bill began in Congress with

bipartisan support, thenbecame contentious over issues of terminating birth parents' rights to

children and funding levels for programs to keep children out of foster care. Hillary Clinton

played a key role in finding a compromise between Republicans and Democrats on the latter

issue after negotiations first broke down.

In greeting the final measure, Bill Clinton stated that the bill "makes clear that children's

health and safety are the paramount concerns."
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5. Strengths Perspective

 Strengths-Based Practice assesses the inherent strengths of a client or family, then builds on

them.

 Strengths Based practice uses peoples' personal strengths to aid in recovery and

empowerment.

 It is an empowering alternative to traditional therapies which typically describe client or

family functioning in terms of psychiatric diagnoses or deficits.

 It avoids the use of stigmatizing language or terminology which clients use on themselves

and eventually identify with, accept, and feel helpless to change.

 It is at odds with the "victim identity" -- epitomized in popular culture by the appearance of

individuals on television or talk radio sharing intimate details of their problems -- which is

inherently self-defeating.

 It fosters hope within clients by focusing on what is or has been historically successful for the

client, thereby exposing precedent successes as the groundwork for realistic expectations.

 It inventories (often for the first time in the client's experience) the positive building blocks

that already exist in the client's environment that can serve as the foundation for growth and

change.

 It reduces the power and authority barrier between client and therapist by promoting the

client to the level of expert in regards to what has worked, what does not work, and what

might work in their situation.

 It reduces the power and authority barrier between client and therapist by placing the

therapist in the role of partner or guide.

 Clients and families are more invested in any process where they feel they are an integral

part.

 And lastly - it works.

6. Wraparound Services

The Wraparound Process is an intensive, individualized care management process for youths

with serious or complex needs. Wraparound was initially developed in the 1980s as a means

for maintaining youth with the most serious emotional and behavioral problems in their home

and community. During the wraparound process, a team of individuals who are relevant to

the well-being of the child or youth (e.g., family members, other natural supports, service

providers, and agency representatives) collaboratively develop an individualized plan of care,
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implement this plan, and evaluate success over time. The wraparound plan typically includes

formal services and interventions, together with community services and interpersonal

support and assistance provided by friends, kin, and other people drawn from the familys

social networks. The team convenes frequently to measure the plans components against

relevant indictors of success. Plan components and strategies are revised when outcomes are

not being achieved.

The process of engaging the family, convening the team, developing the plan, implementing

the plan, and transitioning the youth out of formal wraparound is typically facilitated by a

trained care manager or wraparound facilitator, sometimes with the assistance of a family

support worker. The wraparound process, and the plan itself, is designed to be culturally

competent, strengths based, and organized around family members own perceptions of needs,

goals, and likelihood of success of specific strategies.

7. Kinship Care

The full-time care and nurturing of a child by someone who is related to the child by family

ties or by a significant prior relationship connection.

Up to this point, the kinship care relationship has been described as a single category.

However, one of the main reasons kinship care has drawn interest from policymakers and

program administrators is the recent growth of one particular subset of kinship-caregiving

relations -- kinship foster care, or formal kinship care. The emergence of formal kinship care

as an important policy topic gives rise to many questions. Are kinship arrangements that are

formally sanctioned and supported by state child welfare systems fundamentally different

from informal kinship arrangements? Do different types of children (or caregivers) become

located in formal versus informal kinship settings? Do children move between these two

kinship care types, or do children tend to track into one or the other?

Empirical investigation of the use of formal and informal kinship arrangements has been

inconclusive, largely due to serious constraints in the data available for analysis. As discussed

earlier, there are multiple national data sources that provide information about the prevalence,

distribution, and characteristics of children living in kinship care situations. The Current

Population Survey, for example, provides detailed estimates of the population of children

living with relatives as well as estimates for a population of children defined as "foster
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children." But, because there is no way for a child to be simultaneously identified as a

relative and as a foster child, children in kinship foster must necessarily be lumped into one

of these broader categories, either as a relative or a foster child. Our presumption is that most

kinship foster cases are defined in the CPS by their "kinship" status instead of by their "foster

care" status, so we would expect that the foster care category is comprised mostly of those

children living in non-relative foster family placements. This leaves us with no representative

national data source that discriminates kinship care cases between "formal" and "informal",

and with no national data sources that will allow us to discriminate between "relative" and

"non-relative" foster care.

The key population that must be enumerated, then, in order for these comparisons to be made

is the "kinship foster care" group (also called "formal" kinship). Once this group is identified,

it can readily be compared to the overall kinship care population to provide (by simple

subtraction) a means of separating the total kinship care population into informal and formal

subgroups. Similarly, the kinship foster care group can easily be contrasted to the total

population of children in foster care to differentiate the kinship and non-relative foster care

subgroups.

8. Family Group Decision-Making

Family group decision making encourages the family, supported by professionals and

resources, to craft a plan to meet both child and family needs especially safety needs. The

resource center is available to assess requirements to tailor offerings to meet your agency and

community needs.

In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Foster Care: A Service For Children And Their Families.

Families By Adoption

Topic : Foster Care: A Service For Children And Their Families

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Effects of chronic maltreatment and treatment
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 Discuss Abuse and problems in foster care systems

 Discuss Attachment

 Discuss Family Reunification

 Discuss Indenture

 Discuss Orphanages

 Discuss Permanency Planning

 Discuss Residential Group Care

 Discuss Termination of Parental Rights

 Discuss White House Conference on Children in 1909

 Independent Living Services

Definition/Overview:

Foster care is a system by which a certified, stand-in "parent(s)" cares for minor children or

young peoples who have been removed from their birth parents or other custodial adults by

state authority. Responsibility for the young person is assumed by the relevant governmental

authority and a placement with another family found. There can be voluntary placements by a

parent of a child into foster care. Foster placements are monitored until the birth family can

provide appropriate care or the rights of the birth parents are terminated and the child is

adopted. A third option, guardianship, is sometimes utilized in certain cases where a child

cannot be reunified with their birth family and adoption is not right for them. This generally

includes some older foster children who may be strongly bonded to their family of origin and

unwilling to pursue adoption. It also may include cases where children are placed with

grandparents or other relatives, where the placement is likely to be permanent but those

relatives don't want to fight the birth parents in court. Voluntary foster care may be utilized in

circumstances where a parent is unable or unwilling to care for a child. For instance, a child

may have behavioral problems requiring specialized treatment or the parent might have a

problem which results in a temporary or permanent inability to care for the children.

Involuntary foster care may be implemented when a child is removed from their caregiver

because it is believed such removal is necessary for his/her own safety. A foster parent

receives monetary reimbursement from the placement agency for each child while the child is

in his/her home to help cover the cost of meeting the child's needs. The amount of financial

assistance typically varies from state to state and even city to city.

Key Points:
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1. Overview

Requirements to be a foster parent vary by jurisdiction, as do monetary reimbursement and

other benefits foster families may receive. Foster care is intended to be a temporary living

situation for children and young people. The goal of foster care is to provide support and care

for the young person in order that either reunification with parent(s) or other family members

or another suitable permanent living arrangement can be facilitated. This may include an

adoptive home, guardianship, or placement with a relative. At times, the bond that develops

during foster care will lead to the foster parents adopting the child. In some instances,

children may be placed in a long-term foster placement. For older adolescents, a foster care

program may offer education and resources to prepare for a transition to independent living.

That is not to say that older adolescents would not benefit from family placement, however, it

is more difficult to recruit foster and adoptive parents for teens due to the stigma that is often

attached to adolescents in foster care.

2. Effects of chronic maltreatment and treatment

The National AdoptionCenter found that 52% of adoptable children (meaning those children

in U.S. foster care freed for adoption) had symptoms of attachment disorder. A study by

Dante Cicchetti found that 80% of abused and maltreated infants in his study exhibited

symptoms of disorganized attachment. Children with histories of maltreatment, such as

physical and psychological neglect, physical abuse, and sexual abuse, are at risk of

developing psychiatric problems. These children may be described as experiencing trauma as

the result of abuse or neglect, inflicted by a primary caregiver, which disrupts the normal

development of secure attachment. Such children are at risk of developing a disorganized

attachment. Disorganized attachment is associated with a number of developmental problems,

including dissociative symptoms, as well as depressive, anxiety, and acting-out symptoms.

The effects of early chronic maltreatment are seen in various domains which may require a

multi-modal approach that directly addresses the underlying causative trauma and which

seeks to build healthy and secure relationships with permanent caregivers. These children

may require specialized treatment.
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3. Abuse and problems in foster care systems

Although foster care is one solution to protecting children from abuse, it is an imperfect

system which is also associated with relatively high rates of abuse and risks. In Texas, the

Family and Protective Services Crisis Management Team was created by executive order

after the critical report Forgotten Children of 20Texas Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhorn

made a statement in 2006 about the Texas foster care system. In Fiscal 2003, 2004 and 2005,

respectively 30, 38 and 48 foster children died in the state's care. The number of foster

children in the state's care increased 24 percent to 32,474 in Fiscal 2005, while the number of

deaths increased 60 percent. Compared to the general population, a child is four times more

likely to die in the Texasfoster care system. In 2004, about 100 children were treated for

poisoning from medications; 63 were treated for rape that occurred while under state care

including four-year old twin boys, and 142 children gave birth.

The report stated that children were being unnecessarily neglected and abused and dying. A

12-year-old boy died in December 2005, suffocated while being restrained from behind by an

employee of the facility. Another died May 30, after drowning in a creek during a bicycle

outing. A three-year old was treated for poisoning from an atypical, mind-altering

antipsychotic drug.

According to liftingtheveil.org, 28% of children in state care were abused in Baltimore. 21%

of abuse or neglect cases involved foster homes In Louisiana. 57% of those in Missouri

placed in foster care settings in 1981 were at a high risk of abuse or neglect. 25% of children

in Kansas Cityfoster care were the subject of abuse or inappropriate punishment. In Arizona,

over 500 of an estimated 4,000 foster children, a figure representing at least 12.5 percent of

the state's foster care population, have been sexually abused while in state care.

In the Wenatchee sex ring of the mid 1990s, a foster child who accused nearly every adult she

knew placed with a detective sparked the one of historys most extensive child sex abuse

investigations. The investigations later fell apart with accusations of abuses by police and

state social workers, and false confessions, child witnesses, and the discredited recovered

memory theory.
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4. Attachment

An attachment is a component added onto a machine to alter its functioning. Attachment may

also refer to:

 Attachment (psychology), a predictable emotional connection between individuals

 Attachment theory, the theory which is used to describe and investigate the psychological

attachment

 Attachment (law), a means of collecting a legal judgment by levying on property in the

possession of a third party

 Prejudgment attachment, a legal procedure in certain states of the United States allowing a

creditor to levy or seize assets of a defendant prior to judgment

 An e-mail attachment

 AT Attachment, a computer disk drive interface standard

 Attachments (TV Series), a BBC comedy-drama that ran from 2000 to 2002 about an internet

startup company

 The binding of a virus to its target cell

 Upādāna, translated as attachment, a cause of suffering in Buddhism

 Precision attachment, the functional mechanical parts of a removable partial denture

5. Termination of Parental Rights

The overwhelming majority of adoptions require the voluntary or involuntary termination of

the biological parental rights before the adoptive parents may formally and legally adopt a

child. (If the birthparents are deceased and relatives have custody of the child, then the

relatives may provide voluntary consent to an adoption, or, in some cases, a court may

terminate their legal rights.)

In many cases, termination of parental rights is voluntary, and the birthparents willingly

relinquish their parental rights by signing the appropriate consent forms. (The time frame

during which birthparents can "change their mind" about adoption after signing consent

forms varies greatly from state to state; however, after the adoption is finalized, it is

extremely difficult to overturn an adoption.)
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Most birthparents who voluntarily make an adoption plan for their children do so when their

children are infants or not older than toddlers; however, some parents feel compelled to take

this action when the child is older. If the child has been in foster care for many years, the

social worker may ask the parents if they wish to transfer parental rights so the child may be

adopted.

In other instances, the state may request that parental rights be terminated by petitioning the

court for permission to end these rights so the child could be adopted. Often the children have

been in foster care for several years, and social workers have determined that the birthparents

cannot adequately assume their parental responsibilities.

Courts understandably take the genetic ties of the children to the biological parents very

seriously, and judges insist on strong supporting evidence before terminating any parental

rights.

At least one and often many court hearings will precede any involuntary termination of

parental rights. The ADOPTION AND SAFE FAMILIES ACT OF 1997 (ASFA) provides

additional guidelines for when parental rights should be terminated. Many states have

changed their laws in response to ASFA and some states have set specific circumstances

under which termination of parental rights must be initiated. (See chart on page 272) For

example, if a child is abandoned, procedures to terminate parental rights must begin

immediately in Alabama, Alaska, Connecticut, Georgia,Indiana, Iowa,Illinois, Kansas,Maine,

Maryland,Michigan, Minnesota,Missouri, Nebraska,North Carolina, Ohio,Oklahoma,

Pennsylvania,Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, West Virginia and Wisconsin.

If a parent had murdered another child, termination must be started immediately in Alabama,

Connecticut, Georgia and Illinois.

6. Permanency Planning

Refers to a movement, which developed in the 1970s, to either return foster children to their

biological homes or terminate parental rights and place the child for adoption. This

movement led to the ADOPTION ASSISTANCE AND CHILD WELFARE ACT OF 1980,

which mandated permanency planning for all states.
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Prior to this time, most older children who were placed in foster care remained in the system

until they "aged-out" at 18 years old. Caseworkers began to realize that children over age

eight were adoptable and there were also families for children in sibling groups, handicapped

children, minority children and other categories of children previously considered

UNADOPTABLE.

Subsequent to the passage of the ADOPTION AND SAFE FAMILIES ACT IN 1997, many

states increased efforts to find permanent homes for foster children who could not be safely

returned to their families of origin.

7. Family Reunification

Family reunification is a recognized reason for immigration in many countries. The presence

of one or more family members in a certain country, therefore, enables the rest of the family

to immigrate to that country as well.

Family reunification laws try to balance the right of a family to live together, or the right of a

person to marry whomever he chooses, with the country's right to control immigration. A

sub-case of family reunification is marriage migration, where one spouse immigrates to the

country of the other spouse. Marriage migration can take place before marriage, in which

case it falls under its own special category, or it can take place after marriage, in which case it

falls under family reunification laws.

In recent years there have been several cases of minors sent out on hazardous journeys in

order to apply for asylum status which, once granted, would enable the rest of the family to

join them.

8. Residential Group Care

While it is preferred that children in out-of-home care live with relatives or other families,

some children have physical or behavioral needs that require the structure and services of

residential or group settings (also called congregate care and institutional care). These

settings include community-based group homes, campus-style residential facilities, and

secure facilities. Almost one-fifth of children in out-of-home care live in residential or group

care.
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Residential programs, and the staff who work in them, are generally focused on working with

children who have certain special needs. Examples include community-based group homes

for adolescent males who are involved in the juvenile justice system and residential campus

facilities for children and youth with serious mental health problems. Residential programs

may be operated by public or private agencies and often provide an array of services

including therapeutic services for children and families, educational services, and medical

services.

9. Independent Living Services

Independent Living, as seen by its advocates, is a philosophy, a way of looking at disability

and society, and a worldwide movement of people with disabilities who proclaim to work for

self-determination, self-respect and equal opportunities.

In most countries, proponents of the IL Movement claim preconceived notions and a

predominantly medical view of disability contribute to negative attitudes towards people with

disabilities, portraying them as sick, defective and deviant persons, as objects of professional

intervention, as a burden for themselves and their families, dependent on other peoples

charity. These images, in the IL analysis, have consequences for disabled people's

opportunities for raising families of their own, getting education and work, which, in turn,

result in persons with disabilities making up a large portion of the poor in any country.

In 1972, the first Center for Independent Living was founded by disability activists, led by Ed

Roberts, in Berkeley, California. These Centers were created to offer peer support and role

modeling, and are run and controlled by persons with disabilities. According to the IL

approach, the example of a peer, somebody who has been in a similar situation, can be more

powerful than a non-disabled professional's interventions in analyzing ones situation, in

assuming responsibility for ones life and in developing coping strategies.

According to the IL Movement, with peer support, everyone - including persons with

extensive developmental disabilities - can learn to take more initiative and control over their

lives. For example, peer support is used in Independent Living Skills classes where people

living with their families or in institutions learn how to run their everyday lives in preparation

for living by themselves.
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Depending on the public services in the community, Centers might assist with housing

referral and adaptation, personal assistance referral, or legal aid. Typically, Centers work with

local and regional governments to improve infrastructure, raise awareness about disability

issues and lobby for legislation that promotes equal opportunities and prohibits

discrimination.

10. Indenture

An Indenture is a legal contract between two parties, particularly for indentured labour or a

term of apprenticeship but also for certain land transactions. The term comes from the

medieval English "indenture of retainer" a legal contract written in duplicate on the same

sheet, with the copies separated by cutting along a jagged (toothed, hence the term

"indenture") line so that the teeth of the two parts could later be refitted to confirm

authenticity. Each party to the deed would then retain a part. When the agreement was made

before a court of law a tripartite indenture was made, with the third piece kept at the court.

The term is used for any kind of deed executed by more than one party, in contrast to a deed

poll which is made by one individual. In the case of bonds, the indenture shows the pledge,

promises, representations and covenants of the issuing party.

In England the earliest surviving examples are from the thirteenth century. These are

agreements for military service, proving that a paid, contract army was then in existence,

although other evidence indicates that the method had already been in use for at least two

hundred years. Exchequer records of Henry V's French campaign of 1415 (the "Agincourt"

campaign), including the indentures of all the captains of the army agreeing to provide

specified numbers of men and at what cost, may still be read. An Indenture was commonly

used as a form of sealed contract or agreement for land and buildings. An example of such a

use can be found in the National Archives, where an indenture from ca. 1401 recording the

transfer of the manor of Pinley, Warwickshire, is held.

In the early history of the United States, many European immigrants served a period of

indentured labour in order to pay the cost of their transportation. This practice was common

during the 17th and 18th centuries, where over half of immigrants worked off an average of

three years servitude.
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11. Orphanages

An orphanage is an institution devoted to the care of children whose parents are deceased or

otherwise unable to care for them. Parents, and sometimes grandparents, are legally

responsible for supporting children, but in the absence of these or other relatives willing to

care for the children they become a ward of the state, and orphanages are a way of providing

for their care and housing. Many developed nations have phased out orphanages in favor of

foster care and more extensive adoption programs.

12. White House Conference on Children in 1909

The White House Conference on Children and Youth was a series of meetings hosted over 70

years by the President of the United States of America, and the first White House conference

ever held.

Under the leadership of Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Herbert Hoover,

Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Richard Nixon, the

Conferences involved thousands of delegates from around the country. According to the

Child Welfare League of America, "the conferences were devoted to improving the lives of

children across the Nation. Each conference focused on issues relevant to the decade in which

the conference was held.

Topic : Families By Adoption

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Open adoption

 Discuss Semi-open adoption

 Discuss Closed adoption

Definition/Overview:

Adoption is the legal act of permanently placing a child with a parent or parents other than

the birth (or "biological") mother or father. An adoption order has the effect of severing the

parental responsibilities and rights of the birth parent(s) and transferring those responsibilities
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and rights to the adoptive parent(s). After the finalization of an adoption, there is no legal

difference between adopted children and those born to the parents.

There are several kinds of adoption, which can be defined both byeffect - such as whether the

adoption is open or closed - and/or by location and the origin of the child, such as domestic or

international adoption. Each of these has its own features and rules.

However, beyond the initial placement of the child into adoption, there are continuing issues

that surround adoption, such as identity, search and reunion, language use, media, and

cultural views of adoption.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Openness in adoption refers to the legal governance of birth records and the informal

relationships between the parties involved.

National and state governments have enacted varying laws to provide adopted individuals

access to their birth information. Some allow complete access while others seal all records in

perpetuity. The different legal structures for adoption are referred to as either, Open Record

or Closed Record.

Regardless, of the law, however, adoptions can and have been arranged to allow ongoing

contact between the parties involved. The arrangements are referred to in popular culture as

either open, semi-open, or closed adoption.

2. Open adoption

Open, or fully disclosed, adoptions allow adoptive parents, and often the adopted child, to

interact directly with biological kin. Communication may include letters, emails, telephone

calls, or visits. Direct access to the birth parents and history has advantages of answering

identity questions ("Who do I look like? Why was I placed?") and lessening fantasies. There

are also disadvantages such as no clean break for assimilation into family and the potential

for feelings of rejection if contact stops, or for playing families against each other.
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Arrangements regarding contact are typically informal. Even in an open adoption, legal rights

of guardianship are terminated, and the adoptive parents become the legal parents. In some

jurisdictions, the birth and adoptive parents may enter into a binding agreement concerning

visitation, exchange of information, or other interaction regarding the child; however,

informal agreements are much more common.

Another aspect of openness in adoption is access to unaltered birth certificates or other

records. Such access is not universal. However, a few jurisdictions,do provide automatic

rights to records. These include,

United Kingdom: At age 18, those adopted are automatically entitled to their birth certificates

and may access their adoption records.

Germany: German-born children are allowed full access to their birth and adoption records.

In many cases, biological family genealogical research is possible.

US: people adopted in Alabama, Alaska,Delaware, Kansas,New Hampshire, and Oregon can

access their birth certificates.

3. Semi-open adoption

In a semi-open adoption, the parents involved may meet one or several times and then have

no more physical contact. Non-identifying letters and pictures may be exchanged directly or

via a third party, such as an adoption agency, throughout the years. The relationship may

remain semi-open or may evolve into open or closed.

4. Closed adoption

In some closed adoptions, non-identifying information is shared between the parties involved,

such as medical history, up to the point of placement. After the adoption is legalized, no

further information is shared between the parties involved.

In other closed adoptions no information is shared between the parties involved. This may

occur because of the law in the jurisdiction concerned, or court order, such as when a child is

removed from the home by the state because of abuse or neglect. It may also occur because

the parties involved do not want any contact.
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Another trend in closed adoption concerns laws passed by some U.S. states that allow infants

to be placed at any nearby hospital, fire department, or police station within 10 days after

birth, with no questions asked. However, such laws have been criticized by adoptee advocacy

organizations as being retrograde and dangerous.

In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:
Case Example: Juvenile Delinquents: The Community'S Dilemma.

Professional Responsibilities: Ethics And Advocacy

Topic : Case Example: Juvenile Delinquents: The Community'S Dilemma.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss Status Offenses

 Discuss Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974

 Discuss In Re Gault

 Discuss In Re Winship

 Discuss McKeiver v. Pennsylvania

 Discuss Diversion

 Discuss Youth detention center

 Discuss Waiver

 Discuss Chronic offender

 Discuss Juvenile Justice

Definition/Overview:

Children often test the limits and boundaries set by their parents and other authority figures.

Among adolescents, some rebelliousness and experimentation is common. However, a few

children consistently participate in problematic behaviors that negatively affect their family,

academic, social, and personal functioning. These children present great concern to parents

and the community at large. The prevention of delinquency requires identifying at-risk

individuals and their environments before delinquent activity and behavior occur, and then

removing such risk factors or strengthening resistance to the risk factors already present. The

most logical starting place for prevention efforts is the family.
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The prevention of delinquency requires identifying at-risk individuals and their environments

before delinquent activity and behavior occur, and then removing such risk factors or

strengthening resistance to the risk factors already present. The most logical starting place for

prevention efforts is the family.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Working with a population of cognitively low-functioning special needs students in grades 9-

12 is often challenging, yet rewarding. By writing this unit on Juvenile Delinquency: Cause

and Effect, I want to raise studentslevel of awareness so that at an early age, students can

avoid participating in criminal activities.

We are constantly reminded that there are problems with juvenile violence. Nightly we hear

of shootings in communities and even in our schools. Increasing levels of juvenile violence

are a national concern. The concern has focused on punishment, but very little on prevention

or intervention.

In this unit, we will discuss and present tools that allow youth to deal constructively with

interpersonal conflicts, problem-solving techniques and behaviors of peacemaking skills. The

future of our world depends on responsible citizens who possess the ability to express and

resolve conflicts while working together for civic improvement.

This unit will help students acquire knowledge and skills needed to carry out their

responsibilities and protect their rights as citizens of a free society. Lessons in this unit will

emphasize basic knowledge of juvenile crime, causes, offenses, treatment, and risk factors.

The reward for learning this unit will be to make significant progress in the lifelong pursuit of

becoming a good citizen in a free society.

2. Juvenile Justice

In the United States, juveniles involved with the law are treated differently from adults.

However, this has not always been the case. In earlier times, children were thrown into jails

with adults. Long prison terms and corporal punishment were common. Some children were

even sentenced to death for their crimes.
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Reformers concerned about the harsh treatment of children urged the establishment of a

separate court system for juveniles. The idea behind juvenile court was that children in

trouble with the law should be helped rather than punished. Central to the concept of juvenile

court was the principle of parentspatria. This meant that instead of lawyers fighting to decide

guilt or innocence, the court would act as a parent or guardian interested in protecting and

helping the child. Hearings would be closed to the public. Proceedings would be informal. If

convicted, children would be separated from adult criminals.

In 1899, Cook County, Illinois, set up the countrys first juvenile court. Today, every state has

a separate court system for juveniles. These courts generally handle two different groups of

juveniles: the delinquent offender and the status offender. A delinquent child is one who has

committed an act that is a crime for adults under federal, state, or local law. Status offenders,

on the other hand, are youths who are considered unruly or beyond the control of their legal

guardians. Status offenses are not crimes. They are illegal acts that can only be committed by

juveniles. Status offenses include running away from home, skipping school, refusing to obey

parents, or engaging in certain behaviors such as drinking alcohol while under the age of

majority.

Some people believe parents should be held responsible for crimes committed by their

children. Those in favor of these parental responsibility laws believe they are particularly

appropriate in cases in which parents know or should know that their children are using or

selling drugs or belong to juvenile gangs. In some states parents may be charged with

contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

3. Status Offenses

A status offense is an action that is prohibited only to a certain class of people, and most

often applied to offenses only committed by minors. In some cases, it is used to mean a

regulatory offense.

Definitions of status offense vary. A neutral definition may be "A type of crime that is not

based upon prohibited action or inaction but rests on the fact that the offender has a certain

personal condition or is of a specified character." The Federal Sentencing Guidelines states

that a juvenile status offense is a crime which can not be committed by an adult. , i.e.

possession of a firearm by a minor - that cannot be done by an adult. In some states the term
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"status offense" does not apply to adults at all; according to Wyoming law, status offenses

can only be committed by people under 18 years of age.

"Juvenile status offenders are distinguished from juvenile delinquent offenders. Status

offenders have not committed an act that would be a crime if committed by an adult;

delinquent youths have committed such an act." The term may also be used to mean a

regulatory offense, in the sense of a violation of a Rule or Regulation.

4. Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974

The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 is a United States federal law

providing funds to states that follow a series of guidelines regarding the rights of juvenile

offenders. The purpose of the legislation is to reduce labeling, as advocated by labeling

theory. The four key requirements of the act are:

 the deinstitutionalization of status offenders and non-offenders

 "sight and sound" separation between juvenile and adult offenders

 a sharp limitation on the ability of the juvenile justice system to detain juveniles in adult

facilities

 protection of minority groups from being overrepresented in high-security facilities

The third requirement was added in 1980 in response to finding juveniles incarcerated in

adult facilities resulted in "a high suicide rate, physical, mental, and sexual assault,

inadequate care and programming, negative labeling, and exposure to serious offenders and

mental patients." The last was not a full requirement of the JJDP Act until the legislation was

amended in 1994.

The compliance of states towards the requirements of the JJDP Act is monitored by the

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. As of 2000, the "vast majority" of

participating states complywith the first three requirements and are making strides towards

the fourth. . With the exceptions of South Dakota and Wyoming, all states participate in the

program.
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5. In Re Gault

In re Gault, 387 U.S. 1 (1967), was a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision which

established that under the Fourteenth Amendment, juveniles accused of crimes in a

delinquency proceeding must be accorded many of the same due process rights as adults such

as the right to timely notification of charges, the right to confront witnesses, the right against

self-incrimination, and the right to counsel. The court's opinion was written by Justice Abe

Fortas, a noted proponent of children's rights.

6. In Re Winship

In re Winship, 397 U.S. 358 (1970), was a United States Supreme Court decision which held

that when a juvenile is charged with an act which would be a crime if committed by an adult,

every element of the offense must be proved beyond a reasonable doubt. The case has come

to stand for a broader proposition, however, which is that in any criminal prosecution, every

essential element of the offense must be proved beyond a reasonable doubt. See, e.g.,

Apprendi v. New Jersey, 530 U.S. 466, 477 (2000); Sullivan v. Louisiana, 508 U.S. 275, 278

(1993).

7. McKeiver v. Pennsylvania

McKeiver v. Pennsylvania, 403 U.S. 528 (1971), was a decision of the United States

Supreme Court. The Court held that juveniles in juvenile criminal proceedings were not

entitled to a jury trial by the Sixth or Fourteenth Amendments. The Court's plurality opinion

left the precise reasoning for the decision unclear.

Although the right to a jury trial is not guaranteed by the U.S Constitution in these cases,

states may, and some do, employ jury trials in juvenile proceedings if they wish to do so.

Kansas is the first State in the Country to articulate that the right should be extended to

juveniles as a matter of right under its State Constitution.
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8. Diversion

Diversion may refer to:

 Diversion, meddy film later adapted into the 1987 movie Fatal Attraction

 Yamaha Diversion, a motorcycle manufactured by Yamaha

 Pharmaceutical diversion, the diversion of licit drugs for illicit purposes

Diversion may also be:

 A distraction

 The removal of water via a canal

 A detour, such as during road construction

 A hobby or other thing done during spare time

 Illegal takings of money or food aid from a supply

 A court-sponsored program to keep certain violations from appearing on one's record.

Usually for minor traffic violations.

9. Youth detention center

A youth detention center, also known as juvenile hall, is a prison for people from the age of

responsibility, which varies by jurisdiction, to the age of majority, which also varies by

jurisdiction. An offender residing in a center is colloquially referred to as a juvie, and the

center is often referred to colloquially by the same name by the general public. Some

jurisdictions allow young adults over the age of majority to 21 or 25 to be sentenced to

juvenile facilities instead of adult prison.

Its intended purpose is to protect the public from the delinquent acts of minors by granting

those minors secure detention and temporary care with intent, in most cases, to make those

who serve time functioning adults in society.

While juvenile hall is technically a prison, it differs from a penal institution because

education is usually provided to compensate for the offender's removal from a public school,

and the center is designed to be like an offender's home as much as possible.
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Additionally, not all of the residents are necessarily juvenile delinquents. Some children or

incompetents may be held in juvenile halls temporarily upon the deaths of their parents or

guardians or upon the discovery of criminal neglect or abuse by their parents or guardians.

This is not as a method of punishment for the child or ward, but rather a method of care

because the juvenile hall contains the superior facilities for their needs where no alternative

exists. Such children and wards are usually separated from juvenile delinquents and found

more permanent care as soon as possible.

10. Waiver

A waiver is the voluntary relinquishment or surrender of some known right or privilege.

While a waiver is often in writing, sometimes a person's actions can act as a waiver. An

example of a written waiver is a disclaimer, which becomes a waiver when accepted. Other

names for waivers are exculpatory clauses, releases, or hold harmless clauses.

Sometimes the elements of "voluntary" and "known" are established by a legal fiction. In this

case, it is presumed one knows his or her rights and that those rights are voluntarily

relinquished if they are not asserted at the time!

In civil procedure, certain arguments must be raised in the first objection that a party submits

to the court, or else they will be deemed waived.

11. Chronic offender

Chronic offenders appear to be a statewide problem, although chronic offenders in the Twin

Cities area commit more serious crimes. Some policy makers have questioned whether

Minnesota's criminal justice system adequately deals with chronic offenders. In this report,

we provide estimates of the number and types of chronic offenders in Minnesota. To the

extent possible, we examine the types of sentences received by those with significant criminal

records and compare their sentences with those received by other offenders. We also review

what existing research suggests about the economic benefits and costs of incarcerating more

offenders and discuss less costly alternatives than imprisonment.

Considering the share of convictions for which chronic offenders are responsible, there may

be cost effective ways to reduce crime. But, existing research does not clearly indicate what
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approach policy makers should take. Studies are inconclusive about whether significantly

greater imprisonment of offenders would reduce the costs of crime to victims and

communities more than it would cost taxpayers. Whether more modest changes in sentencing

or correctional programs, or efforts targeted at certain types of chronic offenders, would have

an impact on their behavior is also uncertain.

Despite the uncertainty, policy makers may wish to consider funding some pilot programs

that attempt to address problems with chronic offenders. A comprehensive integrated data

system and an increased emphasis on performance measurement and evaluation should also

be priorities for the criminal justice system.

Topic : Professional Responsibilities: Ethics And Advocacy.

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic students will be able to:

 Discuss NASW Code of Ethics

 Discuss Professional Liability

 Discuss Confidentiality

 Discuss Forensic Social Work Practice

 Discuss The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

 Discuss Childrens Defense Fund

 Discuss Advocacy

Definition/Overview:

The Child Welfare and Policy and Practice is developed to assist child welfare systems to

create, design and manage organizational change that results in improved practice and

outcomes for children and their families. The Child Welfare consists of child welfare and

mental health professionals with experience in designing and implementing successful system

change and in improving front line child welfare practice. The Child Welfare Policy and

Practice offers assistance to agencies and organizations seeking to improve their ability to

protect children from harm, strengthen families and provide permanence and stability for

their children in their care.
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Key Points:

1. Overview

Doing child welfare well is the most demanding and difficult of social enterprises. Child

welfare professionals must do four things right: We must get children out of harm's way;

we must decide how to get them safely back home as soon as possible or, if that can't work,

get them into a caring permanent new family and do it quickly, and finally, we've got to make

sure that children are safely, supportively, stably cared for while we're getting them to a safe,

permanent arrangement. While the nature of child protection has always been time sensitive,

the passage of the Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA) has heightened the tension

surrounding practice. The time frames outlined in ASFA and the need to make decisions

quickly to ensure permanence in the life of the child require that social workers make rapid

decisions about the ability of the child's family to provide long term care and support to their

child. Giving safety and permanence the day in, day out priority it deserves requires several

things. It requires that leadership of the system clearly affirms that safety, permanency and

child well being are the core of sound child welfare practice. It also requires that the system

hold itself accountable -- in measured and rewarded ways -- for achieving safety and

permanency benchmarks including avoiding unnecessary delays, reducing moves, shortening

lengths of stay, achieving prompt reunification at the earliest safe moment, and expediting

adoptions.

The purpose of this position paper is four-fold:

 To describe specifically how a family-centered assessment should be conducted.

 To describe how a family-centered assessment meets the requirements of the Adoption and

Safe Families Act of 1997.

 To discuss the best practices emerging in the area of family centered assessments.

 To contemplate the barriers and controversies surrounding family centered assessments in

child welfare.

 To discuss ways in which the National ResourceCenter for Family Centered practice can

support public child welfare agencies in implementing family centered assessments in daily

practice.
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2. NASW Code of Ethics

The NASW Code of Ethics serves six purposes:

 The Code identifies core values on which social work's mission is based.

 The Code summarizes broad ethical principles that reflect the profession's core values and

establishes a set of specific ethical standards that should be used to guide social work

practice.

 The Code is designed to help social workers identify relevant considerations when

professional obligations conflict or ethical uncertainties arise.

 The Code provides ethical standards to which the general public can hold the social work

profession accountable.

 The Code socializes practitioners new to the field to social work's mission, values, ethical

principles, and ethical standards.

 The Code articulates standards that the social work profession itself can use to assess whether

social workers have engaged in unethical conduct. NASW has formal procedures to

adjudicate ethics complaints filed against its members.* In subscribing to this Code, social

workers are required to cooperate in its implementation, participate in NASW adjudication

proceedings, and abide by any NASW disciplinary rulings or sanctions based on it.

3. Confidentiality

Confidentiality has been defined by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO)

as "ensuring that information is accessible only to those authorized to have access" and is one

of the cornerstones of Information security. Confidentiality is one of the design goals for

many cryptosystems, made possible in practice by the techniques of modern cryptography.

Confidentiality also refers to an ethical principle associated with several professions (eg,

medicine, law, religion, professional psychology, journalism, and others). In ethics, and (in

some places) in law and alternative forms of legal dispute resolution such as mediation, some

types of communication between a person and one of these professionals are "privileged" and

may not be discussed or divulged to third parties. In those jurisdictions in which the law

makes provision for such confidentiality, there are usually penalties for its violation.
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Confidentiality of information, enforced in an adaptation of the military's classic "need-to-

know" principle, forms the cornerstone of information security in today's corporates. The so

called 'confidentiality bubble' restricts information flows, with both positive and negative

consequences.

4. Professional Liability

Professional liability insurance, also called Professional Indemnity Insurance, protects

professional practitioners such as architects, lawyers, physicians, and accountants against

potential negligence claims made by their patients/clients. Professional liability insurance

may take on different names depending on the profession. For example, professional liability

insurance in reference to the medical profession may be called Medical Malpractice. Notaries

public may take out errors and omissions insurance (E&O). Other potential E&O

policyholders include, for example, real estate brokers, home inspectors, appraisers, and

website developers. There are also specific E&O policies for technology companies, such as

software developers, technology consultants and other creators of technology. This coverage

focuses on the failure to perform, financial loss and error or omission of the products or

services sold. Additional coverage for breach of warranty, intellectual property, personal

injury, security and cost of contract can be added.

The primary reason for professional liability coverage is that a typical general liability

insurance policy will only respond to a bodily injury, property damage, personal injury or

advertising injury claim. The above mentioned professional services and products can cause

claims without causing a bodily injury, property damage, personal injury or advertising

injury. Common reasons alleged in making claims on these policies are negligence,

misrepresentation, violation of good faith and fair dealing, and inaccurate advice. For

example, if a software product fails to perform properly, it may not cause physical damages,

personal or advertising injuries, therefore the general liability policy would not be triggered.

It may, however, directly cause financial losses which could potentially be attributed to the

software developer's misrepresentation of the product capabilities.

5. Forensic Social Work Practice

Forensic Social Work is a branch of Social work that deals with the practice of social work in

criminal and civil law settings. Forensic social workers are employed in a variety of settings,
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such as psychiatric hospitals,state and municipal agencies and by law enforcement

departments.

The first appointed psychiatric Social Worker in Londonwas in 1936.The British Association

of Psychiatric Social Workers was inaugurated only in 1930. Most of the expertise in

Englandand Waleshas been concentrated within the Special Hospitals. Ashworth, Rampton

and Broadmoor. at Broadmoor Hospitalthe first qualified l worker was not employed until

1969.

6. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, often referred to as CRC or

UNCRC, is an international convention setting out the civil, political, economic, social and

cultural rights of children. Nations that ratify this international convention are bound by it by

international law. Compliance is monitored by the United Nations Committee on the Rights

of the Child which is composed of members from countries around the world. Once a year,

the Committee submits a report to the Third Committee of the United Nations General

Assembly, which also hears a statement from the CRC Chair, and the Assembly adopts a

Resolution on the Rights of the Child.

Governments of countries that have ratified the Convention are required to report to, and

appear before, the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child periodically to be

examined on their progress with regards to the advancement of the implementation of the

Convention and the status of child rights in their country. Their reports and the committee's

written views and concerns are available on the committee's website.

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention and opened it for signature on

20 November 1989 (the 30th anniversary of its Declaration of the Rights of the Child). It

came into force on 2 September 1990, after it was ratified by the required number of nations.

All member nation states (countries) of the United Nations, except theUnited States and

Somalia, have ratified it.

The Convention generally defines a child as any person under the age of 18, unless an earlier

age of majority is recognized by a country's law.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

84
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



7. Advocacy

Advocacy is the pursuit of influencing outcomes including public-policy and resource

allocation decisions within political, economic, and social systems and institutions- that

directly affect peoples lives.

Therefore, advocacy can be seen as a deliberate process of speaking out on issues of concern

in order to exert some influence on behalf of ideas or persons. Based on this definition,

Cohen (2001) states that ideologues of all persuasions advocate to bring a change in peoples

lives. However, advocacy has many interpretations depending on the issue at stake, which

can be different from this initial value-neutral definition.

8. Childrens Defense Fund

The Children's Defense Fund is a child advocacy and research group, founded in 1973 by

Marian Wright Edelman. Their motto Leave No Child Behind indicates their mission to lobby

on behalf of children in the federal government and the states, with the support of

private/corporate donations and no government funding.

Founded in 1973, The Children's Defense Fund (CDF) is a non-profit advocacy organization

that works to ensure a level playing field for all children. CDF works with individuals,

communities and policy makers to enact, fund and implement public policy and promote

successful programs that lift children out of poverty, protect them from abuse and neglect,

ensure access to health care and quality education, and provide a moral and spiritual

foundation to help them succeed with the support of caring adults and communities. The

Children's Defense Fund is supported by foundation and corporate grants and individual

donations and does not take government funds.

The Children's Defense Fund believes that every step taken to improve the lives of children

improves the lives of all of us. CDF provides a strong, effective voice for all the children of

Americawho cannot vote, lobby, or speak for themselves and also facilitates youth leadership

programs designed to attract, equip and mobilize the next generation of youth as child

advocates

The principal public policy initiative is summarized by CDF's advocacy of the "Dodd-Miller

Act to Leave No Child Behind (S. 448/H.R. 936)" bill, introduced in Congress in 2001. This
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differs only slightly from the No Child Left BehindAct. (George W. Bush used this phrase,

trademarked by the CDF, in his Presidential campaign despite objections from CDF.)
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