
Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Be familiar with the major opinions given for why religions exist.

 Understand science's relationship with religion through the centuries.

 Understand the major elements of religions including worship, symbol, and myth.

 Know the meaning of important terms such as religion, profane, sacred, transcendent,

mysticism, theistic, nontheistic, monotheistic, polytheistic, monistic, incarnation, myth,

cosmogony, eschatology, charisma, orthodox, fundamentalist, and liberal.

Definition/Overview:

Religion: Religion is a set of beliefs and practices, often centered upon specific supernatural

and moral claims about reality, the cosmos, and human nature, and often codified as prayer,

ritual, or religious law. Religion also encompasses ancestral or cultural traditions, writings,

history, and mythology, as well as personal faith and religious experience. The term

"religion" refers to both the personal practices related to communal faith and to group rituals

and communication stemming from shared conviction.

This topic is an introduction to religion in general. The topic includes a discussion on why

religions exist and why people turn to religions; ways humans encounter and understand the

divine or "ultimate reality"; characteristics of religions; the encounter between science and

religion; women and the feminine in religions; and the negative aspects of organized

religions.

In the frame of European religious thought, religions present a common quality, the

"hallmark of patriarchal religious thought": the division of the world in two comprehensive

domains, one sacred, the other profane. Religion is often described as a communal system for

the coherence of belief focusing on a system of thought, unseen being, person, or object, that

is considered to be supernatural, sacred, divine, or of the highest truth. Moral codes,

practices, values, institutions, tradition, rituals, and scriptures are often traditionally
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associated with the core belief, and these may have some overlap with concepts in secular

philosophy. Religion is also often described as a "way of life" or a Life stance.

The development of religion has taken many forms in various cultures. "Organized religion"

generally refers to an organization of people supporting the exercise of some religion with a

prescribed set of beliefs, often taking the form of a legal entity (see religion-supporting

organization). Other religions believe in personal revelation. "Religion" is sometimes used

interchangeably with "faith" or "belief system," but is more socially defined than that of

personal convictions.

Key Points:

1. Etymology

The English word religion is in use since the 13th century, loaned from Anglo-French

religiun (11th century), ultimately from the Latin religio, "reverence for God or the gods,

careful pondering of divine things, piety, the res divinae".

The ultimate origins of Latin religio are obscure. It is usually accepted to derive from ligare

"bind, connect"; likely from a prefixed re-ligare, i.e. re (again) + ligare or "to reconnect."

This interpretation is favoured by modern scholars such as Tom Harpur and Joseph

Campbell, but was made prominent by St. Augustine, following the interpretation of

Lactantius. Another possibility is derivation from a reduplicated *le-ligare. A historical

interpretation due to Ciceroon the other hand connects lego"read", i.e. re (again) + lego in the

sense of "choose", "go over again" or "consider carefully".

2. Definitions of religion

Religion has been defined in a wide variety of ways. Most definitions attempt to find a

balance somewhere between overly sharp definition and meaningless generalities. Some

sources have tried to use formalistic, doctrinal definitions while others have emphasized

experiential, emotive, intuitive, valuational and ethical factors. Definitions mostly include:

 a notion of the transcendent or numinous, often, but not always, in the form of theism

 a cultural or behavioural aspect of ritual, liturgy and organized worship, often involving a

priesthood, and societal norms of morality (ethos) and virtue (arete)

 a set of myths or sacred truths held in reverence or believed by adherents

Sociologists and anthropologists tend to see religion as an abstract set of ideas, values, or

experiences developed as part of a cultural matrix. For example, in Lindbeck's Nature of
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Doctrine, religion does not refer to belief in "God" or a transcendent Absolute. Instead,

Lindbeck defines religion as, "a kind of cultural and/or linguistic framework or medium that

shapes the entirety of life and thought it is similar to an idiom that makes possible the

description of realities, the formulation of beliefs, and the experiencing of inner attitudes,

feelings, and sentiments. According to this definition, religion refers to one's primary

worldview and how this dictates one's thoughts and actions.

Other religious scholars have put forward a definition of religion that avoids the reductionism

of the various sociological and psychological disciplines that reduce religion to its component

factors. Religion may be defined as the presence of a belief in the sacred or the holy. For

example Rudolf Otto's "The Idea of the Holy," formulated in 1917, defines the essence of

religious awareness as awe, a unique blend of fear and fascination before the divine. Friedrich

Schleiermacher in the late 18th century defined religion as a "feeling of absolute

dependence."

In summary, it may be said that almost every known culture involves the religious in the

above sense of a depth dimension in cultural experiences at all levels a push, whether ill-

defined or conscious, toward some sort of ultimacy and transcendence that will provide

norms and power for the rest of life. When more or less distinct patterns of behaviour are

built around this depth dimension in a culture, this structure constitutes religion in its

historically recognizable form. Religion is the organization of life around the depth

dimensions of experience varied in form, completeness, and clarity in accordance with the

environing culture."

Other encyclopedic definitions include: "A general term used... to designate all concepts

concerning the belief in god(s) and goddess(es) as well as other spiritual beings or

transcendental ultimate concerns" and "human beings' relation to that which they regard as

holy, sacred, spiritual, or divine."

3. Religion and superstition

In keeping with the Latin etymology of the word, religious believers have often seen other

religions as superstition. Likewise, some atheists, agnostics, deists, and skeptics regard

religious belief as superstition.

Religious practices are most likely to be labeled "superstitious" by outsiders when they

include belief in extraordinary events (miracles), an afterlife, supernatural interventions,

apparitions or the efficacy of prayer, charms, incantations, the meaningfulness of omens, and

prognostications.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

3
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



4.Development of religion

There are a number of models regarding the ways in which religions come into being and

develop. Broadly speaking, these models fall into three categories:

 Models which see religions as social constructions;

 Models which see religions as progressing toward higher, objective truth;

 Models which see a particular religion as absolutely true.

In pre-modern (pre-urban) societies, religion is one defining factor of ethnicity, along with

language, regional customs, national costume, etc. As Xenophanes famously comments:

Men make gods in their own image; those of the Ethiopians are black and snub-

nosed, those of the Thracians have blue eyes and red hair.

Ethnic religions may include officially sanctioned and organized civil religions with an

organized clergy, but they are characterized in that adherents generally are defined by their

ethnicity, and conversion essentially equates to cultural assimilation to the people in question.

The notion of gentiles ("nations") in Judaism reflect this state of affairs, the implicit

assumption that each nation will have its own religion. Historical examples include Germanic

polytheism, Celtic polytheism, Slavic polytheism and pre-Hellenistic Greek religion.

Topic : Indigenous Sacred Ways

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic student would be able to:

 Be familiar with characteristics of indigenous religions.

 Have knowledge of some specific practices and beliefs of several indigenous religions.

 Be aware of the major obstacles in understanding indigenous religions.

 Know the meaning of important terms such as indigenous, oral tradition, cosmogony,

shaman, "living dead," sacred pipe, sweat lodge, Kwanzaa, vision quest, and sun dance.

Definition/Overview:
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This topics presents an overview of indigenous religions, emphasizing what these varied

traditions have in common. The topic includes a discussion on obstacles in understanding

indigenous religions; cultural diversity; the importance of relationships with the spirit world,

kinship with all creation, relationships with power; a description of spiritual specialists such

as storytellers and shaman, group and individual rituals, and contemporary issues.

Key Points:

1.Introduction

The nineteenth century saw a dramatic increase in knowledge about other cultures and

religions, and also the establishment of economic and social histories of progress. The

"history of religions" school sought to account for this religious diversity by connecting it

with the social and economic situation of a particular group.

Typically religions are divided into stages of progression from more simple to more complex

societies, especially from polytheistic to monotheistic and from extempore to organised.

Thus, the starting point is the tribal band whose religion is animistic and involves shamans

and totems. Since the group is tribal, there is no permanent sanctuary. Cultic rites centre on

identification with wild animals and appeasing spirits, often of the hunted.

As society developed into chiefdoms and small kingdoms, religious rites began to serve

different functions. Agriculture became important and so fertility gods were introduced (often

female, as it is the woman who has the power to produce life). The status of the "big man" (or

chief) was supported with mythic tales of heroes and demigods, from whom he may be

descended.

When these small kingdoms merged into larger groups (often through conquest), different

cults merged. The conquest of one group by another is therefore recorded in an epic tale of

the conquest of the conquered group's god by the victor's (e.g. some Hinduism and the

Babylonian Marduk). Another solution was to syncretise different religious traditions, for

example, the Romans' identification of their Gods with the Greeks and the Greeks' adoption

of Anatolian myths and characters.

Finally, the growth of the city state brought about progression to the most "civilised" level of

religion, ethical monotheism. Students of the history of religions often learnt that this began

in Egypt with Akhnaten and grew through 7th century BC Judaism, Persian Zoroastrianism

and Greek Philosophy to endow Western society with the most progressive form of religion.
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The historical basis of this that religion moved from polytheism to ethical monotheism is now

doubted.

Nevertheless, it is still widely held that ethical monotheism (e.g. Judaism, Christianity, Islam,

some forms of Hinduism and Buddhism) was encouraged by the growth of city states. This

was partly due to the role of a hierarchical society with a god-like absolute ruler. A more

powerful social force was the isolation of the individual as he moved from the clan to a more

cosmopolitan lifestyle. Questions of justice and value that had been previously answered by

the family and small tribe were now to be pursued independently. The relative anonymity of

the city afforded the opportunity for not only "sin" but also loneliness. Ethical monotheism

answered society's need for a moral guide and motivation, whilst a unique personal God who

was sovereign over all areas of life answered people's feelings of isolation and powerlessness.

Good examples of this are the prophetic literature of the Jewish Tanakh (Old Testament),

especially Isaiah, and the wisdom literature of the ancient near east dealing with apparently

unjustified suffering. This includes Job, in the Judaeo-Christian Bible, and "The Dialogue of

Pessimism", a Babylonian text.

2. Origin of Religion

The origin of religion refers to the emergence of religious behavior during the course of

human evolution. When humans first became religious remains unknown. However, there is

credible evidence of religious behavior from Middle Paleolithic era

2.1 Elements of Religion

Though religious behavior varies widely between the world's cultures, religion is a

cultural universal found in all human populations. Common elements include:

o A notion of the transcendent, supernatural or numinous, usually involving

entities like ghosts, demons or deities, and practices involving magic and

divination.

o An aspect of ritual and liturgy, almost invariably involving music and dance

o Societal norms of morality (ethos) and virtue (arete)

o A set of myths or sacred truths or beliefs
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3. Primate behavior

Humanitys closest living relatives are common chimpanzees and bonobos. These primates

share a common ancestor with humans who lived four and six million years ago. It is for this

reason that chimpanzees and bonobos are viewed as the best available surrogate for this

common ancestor. Barbara King argues that while primates are not religious, they do exhibit

some traits that would have been necessary for the evolution of religion. These traits include

high intelligence, a capacity for symbolic communication, a sense of social norms, realization

of "self", and a concept of continuity.

3.1 Evolution of morality

Dr. de Waal and Barbara King both view human morality as having grown out of

primate sociality. Though morality is a unique human trait, many social animals such

as primates, dolphins and whales have been known to exhibit premoral sentiments.

According to Michael Shermer, the following characteristics are shared by humans

and other social animals, particularly the great apes:

attachment and bonding, cooperation and mutual aid, sympathy and empathy, direct

and indirect reciprocity, altruism and reciprocal altruism, conflict resolution and

peacemaking, deception and deception detection, community concern and caring

ahout what others think about you, and awareness of and response to the social rules

of the group.

De Waal contends that all social animals have had to restrain or alter their behavior

for group living to be worthwhile. Premoral sentiments evolved in primate societies as

a method of restraining individual selfishness and building more cooperative groups.

For any social species, the benefits of being part of an altruistic group should

outweigh the benefits of individualism. For example, lack of group cohesion could

make individuals more vulnerable to attack from outsiders. Being part of group may

also improve the chances of finding food. This is evident among animals that hunt in

packs to take down large or dangerous prey.

All social animals have hierarchical societies in which each member knows its own

place. Social order is maintained by certain rules of expected behavior and dominant

group members enforce order through punishment. However, higher order primates

also have a sense of reciprocity and fairness. Chimpanzees remember who did them
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favors and who did them wrong. For example, chimpanzees are more likely to share

food with individuals who have previously groomed them.

Chimpanzees live fission-fusion groups that average 50 individuals. It is likely that

early ancestors of humans lived in groups of similar size. Based on the size of extant

hunter gatherer societies, recent paleolithic hominids lived in bands of a few hundred

individuals. As community size increased over the course of human evolution, greater

enforcement to achieve group cohesion would have been required. Morality may have

evolved in these bands of 100 to 200 people as a means of social control, conflict

resolution and group solidarity. According to Dr. de Waal, human morality has two

extra levels of sophistication that are not found in primate societies. Humans enforce

their societys moral codes much more rigorously with rewards, punishments and

reputation building. People also apply a degree of judgment and reason, not seen in

the animal kingdom.

Religion is thought to have emerged after morality. Religion built upon morality by

expanding the social scrutiny of individual behavior to include supernatural agents.

By including ever watchful ancestors, spirits and gods in the social realm, humans

discovered an effective strategy for restraining selfishness and building more

cooperative groups. The adaptive value of religion would have enhanced group

survival.

4. Prehistoric evidence of religion

4.1 Paleolithic burials

The earliest evidence of religious thought is based on the ritual treatment of the dead.

Most animals display only a casual interest in the dead of their own species. Humans

are therefore unique in their treatment of the dead. Ritual burial thus represents a

significant advancement in human behavior. Ritual burial represent an awareness of

life and death and a possible belief in the afterlife. Philip Lieberman states "burials

with grave goods clearly signify religious practices and concern for the dead that

transcends daily life". The earliest evidence for treatment of the dead comes from

Atapuerca in spain. At this location the bones of 30 individuals believed to be Homo

heidelbergensis have been found in a pit.

Neanderthals are also contenders for the first homonids to intentionally bury the dead.

They may have placed corpses into shallow graves along with stone tools and animal

bones. The presence of these grave goods may indicate an emotional connection with
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the deceased and possibly a belief in the afterlife. Neanderthal burial sites include

Shanidar inIraq and Krapina in Croatia and KebaraCave in Israel..The earliest known

burial of modern humans is from a cave in Israel located at Qafzeh. Human remains

have been dated to 100,000 years ago. Human skeletons were found stained with red

ochre. A variety of grave goods were found at the burial site. The mandible of a wild

boar was found placed in the arms of one of the skeletons. Philip Lieberman states:

Burial rituals incorporating grave goods may have been invented by the anatomically

modern hominids who emigrated from Africa to the Middle East100,000 years ago.

4.2 The use of symbolism

The use of symbolism in religion is a well established phenomena. Symbolism

demonstrates a capacity for abstract thought and imagination. Gods and many other

spiritual beings are abstract objects that are often anthropomorphized..

Artwork or the use of pigments is seen as evidence of a mind capable of religious

thought. Steven Mithen states that the very first art is intimately associated with

religious ideas. There is some evidence of ritual behavior from Middle Stone Age

sites in africa such as one site in South Africa dated to 70,000 years ago.. Pigments

are of little practical use to hunter gatherers, thus evidence of their use is interpreted

as symbolic or for ritual purposes. Several MSA sites in Africa indicate increased use

of pigments, which are thought to relate to ritual activity, dating back as far as

100,000 years ago.Upper paleolithic cave art provides some of the credible evidence

of religious thought. Cave paintings at Chauvet depict creatures that are half human

and half animal, a phenomenon commonly associated among shamanistic practices.

4.3 The evolution of the brain

The religious mind is one consequence of a brain that is large enough to formulate

religious and philosophical ideas.. During human evolution, the hominid brain tripled

in size, peaking 500,000 years ago.

Much of the brain's expansion took place in the neocortex. This part of the brain is

involved in processing higher order cognitive functions that are necessary for human

religiosity. The neocortex is responsible for self consciousness, language and
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emotion. According to Dunbar's theory, the relative neocortex size of any species

correlates with the level of social complexity of the particular species. The neocortex

size correlates with a number of social variables that include social group size and

complexity of mating behaviors. With chimpanzees the neocortex occupies 50% of

the brain, whereas with modern humans it occupies 80% of the brain. Robin Dunbar

argues that the critical event in the evolution of the neocortex took place at the

speciation of archaic homo sapiens about 500tya. His study indicates that only after

the speciation event is the neocortex sufficiently large enough to process complex

social phenomena such as language and religion.

5. Indigenous Religion

The term "indigenous religion" can be used to mean the traditional religion of the indigenous

or native people of a region. It can also be used to mean a religion that originated in the

region, rather than brought by missionaries.

In the first category, shamanism is a North American indigenous religion, while the

traditional religion of Australian aborigines is animism.

In the second category, the worship of the Olympian gods is indigenous to Greece, while

Christianity is not. Daoism is an ancient religion indigenous to China, and Falun Dafa is a

more modern religion in the same category. Buddhism is widely practised in China, since

ancient times, but is not indigenous to China.

Topic : Hinduism

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Have a basic understanding of the theories concerning the origins of Hinduism.

 Have knowledge of the spiritual disciplines including guru and yogic practices.

 Have knowledge of the religion's major theistic cults and philosophical systems.

 Be familiar with the worship practices of Hinduism.
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 Recognize important names and terms such as Sanatana Dharma, Brahman, Vedas,

Upanishads, Bhagavad-Gita, Vishnu, Siva, Krishna, atman, reincarnation, karma, moksha,

samsara, bhakti, castes, mantras, yantras, yoga, guru, dualistic, monistic, puja, and darsan.

Definition/Overview:

Hinduism: Hinduism is a religious tradition that originated in the Indian subcontinent.

Hinduism is often referred to as Sanātana Dharma (सनातन धम) by its practitioners, a

Sanskrit phrase meaning "the eternal law" or "eternal way".

This Topic examines the religion of Hinduism beginning with its possible origins and central

elements. The topic discusses Hinduism's spiritual disciplines, major theistic cults,

philosophical systems, worship practices, and concludes with an examination of

contemporary issues.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Historically, Hinduism in the wider sense includes Brahmanism, religions that evolved from

or based on Vedism in ancient India; in a narrower sense, it encompasses the post-Buddhist

religious and cultural traditions of India. Among its roots is the historical Vedic religion of

Iron Age India.

Hinduism is often stated to be the "oldest religious tradition" among the world's major

religious groups, or as "oldest living major tradition", It is formed of diverse traditions and

types and has no single founder. The types, sub-traditions and denominations taken together

add up to Hinduism qualifying as the world's third largest religion following Christianity and

Islam, with approximately a billion adherents, of whom about 905 million live in India and

Nepal. Other countries with large Hindu populations include Bangladesh,Sri Lanka, Pakistan,

Indonesia,Malaysia, Singapore, Mauritius,Fiji, Suriname, Guyana,Trinidad and Tobago,

United Kingdom, Canadaand the USA.

Hinduism's vast body of scriptures is divided into Śruti ("revealed") and Smriti

("remembered"). These scriptures discuss theology, philosophy and mythology, and provide

information on the practice of dharma (religious living). Among these texts, the Vedas and

the Upanishads are the foremost in authority, importance and antiquity. Other major

scriptures include the Tantras, the sectarian Agamas, the Purāṇasand the epics Mahābhārata
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and Rāmāyaṇa. The Bhagavad Gītā, a treatise from the Mahābhārata, spoken by Krishna, is

sometimes called a summary of the spiritual teachings of the Vedas.

2. Typology

There are six major types or traditions in Hinduism and a number of minor forms. Of the

major types the oldest is Hindu folk religion, which is represented in the worship of local

deities or other sanctified forms. It is normally handed down in oral tradition before the

written tradition of the Vedas. The second major type is Vedic Hinduism, which is based or

recorded in Hindu scriptures, specifically Vedic texts, of which the most important is Rig

Veda. The third type is Vedantic Hinduism and is related to the Upanishads. Yogic Hinduism

is the fourth type and is often represented, but not limited to, the yogic sūtras of Patanjali.

The last two traditions are based on tapasya, or austerity as an element of its practice. The

fifth type of Hindu tradition is dharmic Hinduism, sometimes called a daily morality. While

this type is widespread today, its presence tells us little about the specific beliefs of people.

The sixth type of Hinduism is commonly called bhakti or devotionalism.

3. Beliefs

Hinduism refers to the religious mainstream which evolved organically spread over large

territory marked by significant ethnic and cultural diversity. This mainstream evolved both by

innovation from within, and by assimilation of external traditions or cults into the Hindu fold.

The result is an enormous variety of religious traditions, ranging from innumerable small,

unsophisticated cults to the major religious movements with millions of adherents spread

over the entire subcontinent. The identification of Hinduism as an independent religion

separate from Buddhism or Jainism consequently hinges on the affirmation of adherents that

it is such.

Prominent themes in (but not restricted to) Hindu beliefs include Dharma (ethics/duties),

Samsāra (The continuing cycle of birth, life, death and rebirth), Karma (action and

subsequent reaction), Moksha (liberation from samsara), and the various Yogas (paths or

practices).

3.1Concept of God

Hinduism is a diverse system of thought with beliefs spanning monotheism,

polytheism, panentheism, pantheism, monism, and atheism. It is sometimes referred
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to as henotheistic (i.e., involving devotion to a single god while accepting the

existence of others), but any such term is an overgeneralization.

Most Hindus believe that the spirit or soul the true "self" of every person, called the

ātman is eternal. According to the monistic/pantheistic theologies of Hinduism (such

as Advaita Vedanta school), this Atman is ultimately indistinct from Brahman, the

supreme spirit. Hence, these schools are called non-dualist. The goal of life, according

to the Advaita school, is to realize that one's ātman is identical to Brahman, the

supreme soul. The Upanishads state that whoever becomes fully aware of the ātman

as the innermost core of one's own self realizes an identity with Brahman and thereby

reaches moksha (liberation or freedom).

Dualistic schools (see Dvaita and Bhakti) understand Brahman as a Supreme Being

who possesses personality, and they worship him or her thus, as Vishnu, Brahma,

Shiva, or Shakti, depending on the sect. The ātman is dependent on God, while

moksha depends on love towards God and on God's grace. When God is viewed as

the supreme personal being (rather than as the infinite principle), God is called

Ishvara ("The Lord"), Bhagavan ("The Auspicious One") or Parameshwara ("The

Supreme Lord"). However interpretations of Ishvara vary, ranging from non-belief in

Ishvara by followers of Mimamsakas, to identifying Brahman and Ishvara as one, as

in Advaita. There are also schools like the Samkhya which have atheistic leanings.

3.2 Devas and avatars

The Hindu scriptures refer to celestial entities called Devas (or devīin feminine form;

devatā used synonymously for Deva in Hindi), "the shining ones", which may be

translated into English as "gods" or "heavenly beings". The devas are an integral part

of Hindu culture and are depicted in art, architecture and through icons, and

mythological stories about them are related in the scriptures, particularly in Indian

epic poetry and the Puranas. They are, however, often distinguished from Ishvara, a

supreme personal god, with many Hindus worshiping Ishvara in a particular form as

their iṣṭa devatā, or chosen ideal. The choice is a matter of individual preference and

regional and family traditions.

Hindu epics and the Puranas relate several episodes of the descent of God to Earth in

corporeal form to restore dharma in society and guide humans to moksha. Such an

incarnation is called an avatar. The most prominent avatars are of Vishnu and include
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Rama (protagonist in Ramayana) and Krishna(a central figure in the epic

Mahabharata).

3.3 Karma and samsara

Karma translates literally as action, work, or deed and can be described as the "moral

law of cause and effect". According to the Upanishads an individual, known as the

jiva-atma, develops sanskaras (impressions) from actions, whether physical or mental.

The linga sharira, a body more subtle than the physical one but less subtle than the

soul, retains impressions, carrying them over into the next life, establishing a unique

trajectory for the individual. Thus, the concept of a universal, neutral, and never-

failing karma intrinsically relates to reincarnation as well as one's personality,

characteristics, and family. Karma binds together the notions of free will and destiny.

In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
Jainism

Buddhism

Taoism And Confucianism

Topic : Jainism

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic student would be able to:

 Understand the major beliefs and practices of Jainism.

 Know the meaning of important terms such as the Tirthankaras, Digambaras, Svetambaras,

jiva, samsara, jina, karma, ahimsa, aparigrapha, and anekantwad.

Definition/Overview:
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Jainism: Jainism, traditionally known as Jain Dharma / Shraman Dharma isan ancient

religion of India. A Jain is a follower of Jinas ("conquerors"), who have rediscovered the

dharma, became fully liberated and taught the spiritual path for the benefit of all living

beings. Jains follow the teachings of 24 special Jinas who are known as Tirthankaras ('ford-

makers', those who have discovered and shown the way to salvation). The 24th and most

recent Tirthankar is Mahavira, who lived from 599 to 527 BCE according to traditional

history. The 23rd Tirthankar, Parsvanatha, is now recognised as a historical person, who lived

during 872 to 772 BC.

This Topic describes the basic beliefs and practices of Jainism. Topics include the

Tirthankaras and ascetic orders, the ethical pillars, spiritual practices, and world Jainism.

Key Points:

1. Beliefs

Jains believe that all living beings possess soul, and therefore great care and awareness is

required in going about one's business in the world. Jainism is a religion in which all life is

considered worthy of respect and it emphasizes this equality of all life, advocating the

protection to even the smallest creatures. A major characteristic of Jain belief is the emphasis

on the consequences of not only physical but also mental behaviors.

Jainism encourages spiritual development through reliance on and cultivating one's own

personal wisdom and self-control . The goal is realization of the soul's true nature.

Jains are a small but influential religious minority with at least 4.2 million followers in

modern India, and successful in growing immigrant communities in the United States,

Western Europe, the Far East (including Australia) and elsewhere. Jains sustain the ancient

Shraman or ascetic religion and have significantly influenced other religious, ethical, political

and economic spheres in India.

Jains have an ancient tradition of scholarship and have the highest degree of literacy in India.

Jain libraries are India's oldest.

o Every living being has a soul

o Every soul is potentially divine with innate infinite knowledge, infinite

perception, infinite power, and infinite bliss.
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o Therefore, regard every living being as yourself and harm no one. In other

words, have benevolence for all living beings.

o Every soul is born as a celestial, human, sub-human or hellish being according

to its own karmas.

o Every soul is the architect of its own life, here or hereafter.

o When a soul is freed from karmas, it becomes god-consciousness (infinite

knowledge, infinite perception, infinite power, and infinite bliss) and liberated.

o The human's soul, called the jiva can transcend this earthly life by recognizing

its own nature.

o Right View, Right Knowledge and Right Conduct (triple gems of Jainism)

provide the way to this realisation.

o Non-violence (Ahimsa) is the basis of right View, the condition of right

Knowledge and the kernel of right Conduct.

o Control your senses.

o Limit your possessions and lead a pure life, useful to yourself and others.

Owning an object by itself is not possessiveness; however attachment to it is

possessiveness.

o Enjoy the company of the holy and better qualified, be merciful to those

afflicted and tolerate the perversely inclined.

o Four things are difficult to attain by a soul: human birth, knowledge of the law,

faith in it and the pursuit of the right path.

o It is important not to waste human life in evil ways. Instead, strive to rise on the

ladder of spiritual evolution.

2. Tirthankar
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In Jainism, a Tirthankar ("Fordmaker") (also Tirthankara or Jina) is a human being who

achieves enlightenment (perfect knowledge) through asceticism and who then becomes a

role-model teacher for those seeking spiritual guidance. A Tirthankar is a special sort of arhat

(someone who has totally conquered anger, pride, deceit, desire, etc.). A Tirthankar is so

called because they are the founder of a "Tirth" (lit. 'ford'), a Jain community which acts as a

"ford" across the "river of human misery".

After achieving enlightenment, a Tirthankar shows others the path to enlightenment. The

Tirthankar's religious teachings form the Jain canons. The inner knowledge of all Tirthankars

is perfect and identical in every respect, for the teachings of one Tirthankar do not contradict

those of another. However, the degree of elaboration varies according to the spiritual

advancement and purity of humans during that period. The higher the spiritual advancement

and purity of mind, the lower the elaboration required.

At the end of his human life-span, a Tirthankar achieves liberation ('moksh' or 'nirvan'),

ending the cycle of infinite births and deaths.

Jainism states time has no beginning or end. It moves like the wheel of a cart. There have

been an infinite number of time cycles before our present era and there will be an infinite

number of time cycles after this age. At the beginning of the twenty first century, we are

approximately 2,530 years into the fifth era of the present half cycle.

Twenty four Tirthankars are born in each half cycle of time (that is forty eight in each full

cycle), in this part of the universe. In our current (descending) half cycle of time, the first

Tirthankar Rishabh Dev, lived billions of years ago and attained liberation ('moksh' or

'nirvan') towards the end of the third era. The 24th and last Tirthankar was Mahavir Swami

(599-527 BC), whose existence is a historically accepted fact. Digambaras believe that all

twenty four Tirthankars were men but Svetambaras believe that the 19th Tirthankar, Malli

Nath, was a woman.

The next Tirthankar in our part of the universe will be born at the beginning of the third era

of the next (ascending) half cycle of time, in approximately 81,500 years.

As Tirthankars direct us to enlightenment, their statues are worshipped in Jain temples by

Jains aspiring to achieve enlightenment. Tirthankars are not God or gods. Jainism does not
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believe in the existence of God in the sense of a creator, and gods are beings superior to

humans but, nevertheless, not fully enlightened.

2.1 Particular Tirthankars

Depictions in various forms, including images, statues, etc., of the Tirthankaras are

always represented as seated with their legs crossed in front, the toes of one foot

resting close upon the knee of the other, and the right hand lying over the left in the

lap. Only two are represented differently: that of Parsvanatha, the twenty-third, who

has snake-hoods over him, and Suparsva, the seventh, who the Digambarashas depict

with a smaller group of snake-hoods.

Digambara representations are quite nude, while those of the Svetambaras are clothed

and decorated with crowns and ornaments. They are further distinguished from one

another in representations by their attendant Yakshas and Yakshinis, as well as by

their associated chihnas (cognizances) carved on the cushions of their thrones.

All but two of the Jains are ascribed to the Ikshvaku family (or Kula or Kul, which in

Sanskrit means "heart community" or "intentional/chosen community/family").

Munisuvrata, the twentieth, and Neminatha, the twenty-second, were of the

Harivamsa race.

All but Rishabha received diksha (consecration) and jnana (complete enlightenment)

at their native places. Rishabha became a Kevalin at Purimatala, Nemi at Girnar, and

Mahavira at the Rijupaluka river. Twenty Tirthankaras died or obtained moksha

(deliverance in bliss) on Sameta Sikhara. However Rishabha, the first, achieved

nirvana on the Kailasa Mountain of the Himalayas; Vasupujya died at Champapuri in

north Bengal; Neminatha on Mount Girnar; and Mahavira, the last, at Pavapur.

Twenty-one of the Tirthakaras are said to have attained Moksha in the Kayotsarga

posture; Rishabha, Nemi; and Mahavira on the padmasana (lotus throne).
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Topic : Buddhism

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Understand the origins, the major beliefs, and the practices of Buddhism.

 Recognize major divisions of Buddhism, their similarities and differences.

 Be familiar with the Buddhist traditions in the West.

 Be aware of the Buddhist role in social issues.

 Recognize important names and terms such as Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, dharma,

bhikshus, bhikshunis, sangha, nirvana, "Four Noble Truths," dukkha, anicca, anatta,

"Eightfold Path of Liberation," The Dhammapada, karma, samsara, arhant, Tipitaka or Pali

Canon, "Triple Gem," Vipassana meditation, stupas, Bodhisattvas, sutras, yanas, sunyata,

lamas, Dalai Lama, mandalas, Zen, satori, koan, Buddha-nature, zazen, kensho, satori,

Pureland Buddhism, Amida, and zendo.

Definition/Overview:

Buddhism: Buddhism is a non-theistic religion and philosophy with between 230 and 500

million adherents worldwide. The vast majority live in Asia. It consists of two major schools:

Mahayana and Theravada. The Mahayana school is in turn divided into East Asian (including

Pure Land, Chan/Zen, Nichiren, Shingon and others) and Tibetan (sometimes grouped with

Shingon under the term Vajrayana). However there are many other sects besides these. These

divisions reflect a combination of doctrinal differences and regional syncretisms.

This Topic examines Buddhism beginning with the life of the Buddha. The topic includes

sections on the teachings of the Buddha and the major forms of Buddhism - Theravada,

Mahayana, Vajrayana, Zen, Pure Land, and Nichiren. Concluding sections describe the

development of Buddhism in the west and Buddhist involvement in social issues.

Key Points:

1. Overview
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Buddhism is based on the teachings of the Gautama Buddha who lived circa the fifth century

BCE in parts of what is now Nepal, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar on the northeastern Indian

subcontinent. While there is disagreement between denominations over the Buddha's

teachings, nearly all Buddhists recognize some version of the Tipitaka ("Three Baskets"),

though it plays a far more central role in Theravada Buddhism than in Mahayana Buddhism.

Also, Mahayana Buddhists recognize a set of texts called the Mahayana Sutras which

Theravadins do not accept.

2. Main traditions

Scholars usually categorize Buddhist schools by the ancient languages of surviving Buddhist

religious scripture. These are the Pāli, Tibetan, Mongolian and Chinese collections, along

with some texts that still exist in Sanskrit and Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit. While practical, this

method doesn't always correspond to doctrinal divisions. Despite these differences, there are

several concepts common to both major Buddhist branches:

 Both accept the Buddha as their teacher.

 Both accept the middle way, dependent origination, the four noble truths and the noble

eightfold path, in theory, though in practice these have little or no importance in some

traditions.

 Both accept that members of the laity and the sangha can pursue the path toward

enlightenment (bodhi).

 Both consider buddhahood to be the highest attainment; however Theravadins consider the

nirvana (nibbana to the Theravadins) attained by arahants as identical to that attained by the

Buddha himself, as there is only one type of nirvana. According to Theravadins, a buddha is

someone who has discovered the path independently and has taught it to others.

3. Bodhidharma's origins

Bodhidharma (c. early 5th century CE) was the Buddhist monk traditionally credited as the

transmitter of Chn to China. Very little contemporary biographical information on

Bodhidharma is extant, and subsequent accounts became layered with legend, but most

accounts agree that he was a monk from southern part of Indiawho journeyed to southern

Chinaand subsequently relocated northwards.

Though Doxuān wrote that Bodhidharma was "of South Indian Brahman stock," Broughton

(1999:2) notes that Bodhidharma's royal pedigree implies that he was of the Kshatriya
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warrior caste. Mahajan (1972:705707) argued that the Pallava dynasty was Brahmin by origin

but Kshatriya by profession, and Zvelebil (1987) proposed that Bodhidharma was born a

prince of the Pallava dynasty in their capital of Kanchipuram.

Yng Xunzhī's eyewitness account identifies Bodhidharma as a Persian (波斯國胡人bō-sī gu

h rn) from Central Asia (西域xī y), and Broughton (1999:54) notes that an Iranian Buddhist

monk making his way to North China via the Silk Road is more likely than that of a South

Indian master making his way by sea. Broughton (1999:138) also states that the language

Yang uses in his description of Bodhidharma is specifically associated with "Central Asia and

particularly to peoples of Iranian extraction" and that of "an Iranian speaker who hailed from

somewhere in Central Asia". However, Broughton 1999:54 notes that Yng may have actually

been referring to another monk named Boddhidharma, not related to the historical founder of

Chan Buddhism.

Topic : Taoism And Confucianism

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Have a general understanding of the major elements contributing to Chinese religion and

philosophy.

 Be familiar with the basic teachings of Taoism including the philosophy and the organized

sects.

 Be familiar with the basic teachings of Confucianism and its evolving role in China's history.

 Recognize important names and terms such as the Tao, li, Shang Ti, "Mandate of Heaven,"

ch'i, yin, yang, I Ching, Tao-te Ching, Lao-tze, wu-wei, feng-shui, T'ai-chi chuan, K'ung Fu-

tzu, jen, yi, filial piety, Mencius, Hsun Tzu, Neo-Confucianism, and Mao Zedong.

Definition/Overview:
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Confucianism: Confucianism is an ancient Chinese ethical and philosophical system

originally developed from the teachings of the early Chinese philosopher Confucius (Kong

Fuzi/K'ung-fu-tzu, lit. "Master Kung"). It focuses on human morality and good deeds.

Confucianism is a complex system of moral, social, political, philosophical, and quasi-

religious thought that has had tremendous influence on the culture and history of East Asia.

Some consider it to be the state religion of East Asian countries because of governmental

promotion of Confucian values.

Taoism: Taoism (pronounced /ˈdaʊ.ɪ.zəm/ or /ˈtaʊ.ɪ.zəm/; also spelled Daoism) refers to a

variety of related philosophical and religious traditions and concepts. These traditions have

influenced East Asia for over two thousand years and some have spread internationally. The

Chinese character Tao道(or Dao, depending on the romanization scheme) means "path" or

"way", although in Chinese religion and philosophy it has taken on more abstract meanings.

Taoist propriety and ethics emphasize the Three Jewels of the Tao: compassion, moderation,

and humility. Taoist thought focuses on health, longevity, immortality, wu wei (non-action)

and spontaneity.

This Topic presents an overview of Taoism and Confucianism. The topic looks first at the

ancient traditions of China, and then discusses philosophical and organized Taoism. The

discussion of Confucianism includes its basic philosophy, the life of Confucius, the

Confucian virtues, his followers, the state cult, Confucianism under communism, and

Confucianism in East Asia.

Key Points:

1. Overview

The cultures most strongly influenced by Confucianism include those of People's Republic of

China(China), Japanese culture, Korea, Republic of China(Taiwan), Singapore, and Vietnam,

as well as various territories settled predominantly by Chinese people.

2. History

Confucianism was chosen by Han Wudi (141 B.C. - 86 B. C.) for use as a political system to

govern the Chinese state. Despite its loss of influence during the Tang Dynasty, Confucian

doctrine remained a mainstream Chinese orthodoxy for two millennia until the 20th century

and it was still in most parts of China, when it was attacked by radical Chinese thinkers as a
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vanguard of a pre-modern system and an obstacle to China's modernization, eventually

culminating in its repression during the Cultural Revolution in the People's Republic of

China. Since the end of the Cultural Revolution, Confucianism has been revived in mainland

China, and both interest in and debate about Confucianism have surged.

Confucianism as passed down to the 19th and 20th centuries derives primarily from the

school of the Neo-Confucians, led by Zhu Xi, who gave Confucianism renewed vigor in the

Song and later dynasties. Neo-Confucianism combined Taoist and Buddhist ideas with

existing Confucian ideas to create a more complete metaphysics than had ever existed before.

At the same time, many forms of Confucianism have historically declared themselves

opposed to the Buddhist and Taoist belief systems.

Confucius (551 BCE 479 BCE) was a sage and social philosopher of Chinawhose teachings

have deeply influenced East Asia, including China, Korea, and Japanfor two thousand five

hundred years. The relationship between Confucianism and Confucius himself, however, is

tenuous. Confucius' ideas were not accepted during his lifetime and he frequently bemoaned

the fact that he remained unemployed by any of the feudal lords.

As with many other prominent figures such as Jesus, Socrates, and Buddha, Confucius did

not leave any writings to put forward his ideas. Instead, only texts with recollections by his

disciples and their students are available. This factor is further complicated by the "Burning

of the Books and Burying of the Scholars", a massive suppression of dissenting thought

during the Qin Dynasty, more than two centuries after Confucius' death.

However, we can sketch out Confucius' ideas from the fragments that remain. Confucius was

a man of letters who worried about the troubled times in which he lived. He went from place

to place trying to spread his political ideas and influence to the many kings contending for

supremacy in China.

In the Eastern Zhou Dynasty (772 BCE221 BCE), the reigning king of the Zhou gradually

became a mere figurehead. In this power vacuum, the rulers of small states began to vie with

one another for military and political dominance. Deeply persuaded of the need for his

mission "If right principles prevailed through the empire, there would be no need for me to

change its state" Analects XVIII, 6 Confucius tirelessly promoted the virtues of ancient

illustrious sages such as the Duke of Zhou. Confucius tried to amass sufficient political

power to found a new dynasty, as when he planned to accept an invitation from a rebel to

"make a Zhou dynasty in the East" (Analects XV, 5). As the common saying that Confucius

was a "king without a crown" indicates, however, he never gained the opportunity to apply

his ideas. He was expelled from states many times and eventually returned to his homeland to
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spend the last part of his life teaching. The Analects of Confucius, the closest primary source

we have for his thoughts, relates his sayings and discussions with rulers and disciples in short

passages. There is considerable debate over how to interpret the Analects.

Unlike most European and American philosophers, Confucius did not rely on deductive

reasoning to convince his listeners. Instead, he used figures of rhetoric such as analogy and

aphorism to explain his ideas. Most of the time these techniques were highly contextualized.

For these reasons, European and American readers might find his philosophy muddled or

unclear. However, Confucius claimed that he sought "a unity all pervading" (Analects XV, 3)

and that there was "one single thread binding my way together." ([op. cit. IV, 15]). The first

occurrences of a real Confucian system may have been created by his disciples or by their

disciples. During the philosophically fertile period of the Hundred Schools of Thought, great

early figures of Confucianism such as Mencius and Xun Zi (not to be confused with Sun Zi)

developed Confucianism into an ethical and political doctrine. Both had to fight

contemporary ideas and gain the ruler's confidence through argumentation and reasoning.

Mencius gave Confucianism a fuller explanation of human nature, of what is needed for good

government, of what morality is, and founded his idealist doctrine on the claim that human

nature is good. Xun Zi opposed many of Mencius' ideas, and built a structured system upon

the idea that human nature is bad and had to be educated and exposed to the rites, before

being able to express their goodness for the people. Some of Xun Zi's disciples, such as Han

Feizi and Li Si, became Legalists (a kind of law-based early totalitarianism, quite distant

from virtue-based Confucianism) and conceived the state system that allowed Qin Shi Huang

to unify Chinaunder the strong state control of every human activity. The culmination of

Confucius' dream of unification and peace in China can therefore be argued to have come

from Legalism, a school of thought almost diametrically opposed to his reliance on rites and

virtue.

3. The spread of Confucianism

The spread of Confucianism refers to an ancient system of Chinese moral, political,

philosophical, and religious traditions. These traditions which focus mainly on good deeds, as

well as human mortality, have influenced many parts of Eastern Asia, and Confucianism is

often considered to be the state religion of the majority of East Asian countries, because of

the governmental promotion of the values of the Confucian system. Confucianism was

originally selected by Han Wudi (141 BCE - 86 BCE) to use as a political system to govern

his Chinese state. Despite its loss of power during the previous dynasty. The Confucian
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doctrine remained a mainstream as Chinas accepted view for over two millennia, until the

20th century and it was still in many parts of China, until it was attacked by irrational

Chinese thinkers as a forefront of a pre-modern system and an obstacle to China's revolution,

eventually ending in its authoritarianism during the Cultural Revolution in the People's

Republic of China. Since the end of the Cultural Revolution, Confucianism has been revived

in mainland China, and both interest in and debate about Confucianism havesince rose. Form

the 19th century up until the 20th century, Confucianism, derived primarily from the school

of the New Confucians, led by the man who gave Confucianism renewed vigor throughout

the Song and many much later dynasties. Neo-Confucianism combined both Taoist and

Buddhist ideas with existing Confucian ideas to create a more complete philosophy than had

ever been proposed before. At the same time, several Confucians have historically declared

themselves to be opposed to the Buddhist as well as the Taoist belief systems, making a

compromise between the three literally impossible. The man who originally proposed this

religion, Confucius (551 BCE 479 BCE) was an important social philosopher and sage of

China whose wisdom, and teachings have deeply influenced parts of East Asia, including

China, Korea, and Japan for nearly two thousand five hundred years. The connection between

Confucianism and Confucius himself, however, is fragile. Since Confucius' ideas were never

acknowledged during his lifetime and he frequently regretted the fact that he remained

unwaged by any of the feudal lords. Unlike most European and American philosophers,

Confucius did not rely on deductive reasoning to convince his spectators. Instead, he used

figures of speech such as comparison and clich to declare his opinions. Most of the time these

techniques were highly out of contex. For these reasons, European and American readers

might find his philosophy muddled or unclear. However, Confucius claimed that he sought "a

unity all pervading" and that there was "one single thread binding my way together." The first

occurrences of a real Confucian system may have been created by his disciples or by their

disciples. During the philosophically fertile period of the Hundred Schools of Thought, great

early figures of Confucianism such as Mencius and Xun Zi developed Confucianism into an

ethical and political doctrine. Both had to fight contemporary ideas and gain the ruler's

confidence through argumentation and reasoning. Mencius gave Confucianism a fuller

explanation of human nature, of what is needed for good government, of what morality is,

and founded his idealist doctrine on the claim that human nature is good. Xun Zi opposed

many of Mencius' ideas, and built a structured system upon the idea that human nature is bad

and had to be educated and exposed to the rites, before being able to express their goodness

for the people. Some of Xun Zi's disciples, such as Han Feizi and Li Si, became Legalists and
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conceived the state system that allowed Qin Shi Huang to unify China under the strong state

control of every human activity. The culmination of Confucius' dream of unification and

peace in China can therefore be argued to have come from Legalism, a school of thought

almost diametrically opposed to his reliance on rites and virtue.

4. Taoism Beliefs

Taoism has never been a unified religion, but has rather consisted of numerous teachings

based on various revelations. Therefore, different branches of Taoism often have very distinct

beliefs. Nevertheless, there are certain core beliefs that nearly all the schools share.

4.1 Principles

Taoism theology emphasizes various themes found in the Daodejingand Zhuangzi,

such as naturalness, vitality, peace, "non-action" (wu wei), emptiness (refinement),

detachment, the strength of softness (or flexibility), receptiveness, spontaneity, the

relativism of human ways of life, ways of speaking and guiding behavior.

4.2 Tao

"Tao" is usually translated as road, channel, way, doctrine, or line.. Wing-tsit Chan

stated that tao meant system of morality to Confucians but the natural, eternal,

spontaneous, indescribable way things began and pursued their course to Taoists.

Hansen disagrees that these were separate meanings and attributes. Cane asserts tao

can be roughly stated to be the flow of the universe, or the force behind the natural

order, equating it with the influence that keeps the universe balanced and ordered.

Martinson says that Tao is associated with nature, due to a belief that nature

demonstrates the Tao. The flow of qi, as the essential energy of action and existence,

is often compared to the universal order of Tao. Tao is compared to what it is not,

which according to Keller is similar to the negative theology of Western scholars. It is

often considered to be the source of both existence and non-existence. LaFargue

asserts that Tao is rarely an object of worship, being treated more like the Indian

concepts of atman and dharma.
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4.3 De

Tao is also associated with the complex concept of De (德) "power; virtue; integrity",

that is, the active expression of Tao. De is the active living, or cultivation, of that

"way".

4.4 Wu wei

Wu wei (simplified Chinese:无为;traditional Chinese:無為; pinyin: wwi) is a central

concept in Taoism. The literal meaning of wu wei is "without action". It is often

expressed by the paradox wei wu wei, meaning "action without action" or "effortless

doing". The practice and efficacy of wu wei are fundamental in Taoist thought, most

prominently emphasized in Taoism. The goal of wu wei is alignment with Tao,

revealing the soft and invisible power within all things. It is believed by Taoists that

masters of wu wei can control this invisible potential, the innate in-action of the Way.

In ancient Taoist texts, wu wei is associated with water through its yielding nature.

Water is soft and weak, but it can move earth and carve stone. Taoist philosophy

proposes that the universe works harmoniously according to its own ways. When

someone exerts his will against the world, he disrupts that harmony. Taoism does not

identify man's will as the root problem. Rather, it asserts that man must place his will

in harmony with the natural universe.

4.5 Pu

Pu(simplified Chinese:朴; traditional Chinese:樸; pinyin: pǔ, p; Wade-Giles: p'u; lit.

"uncut wood") is translated "uncarved block", "unhewn log", or "simplicity". It is a

metaphor for the state of wu wei (無為) and the principle of jian (儉). It represents a

passive state of receptiveness. Pu is a symbol for a state of pure potential and

perception without prejudice. In this state, Taoists believe everything is seen as it is,

without preconceptions or illusion.

Puis seen as keeping oneself in the primordial state of tao. It is believed to be the true

nature of the mind, unburdened by knowledge or experiences. In the state of pu, there

is no right or wrong, beautiful or ugly. There is only pure experience, or awareness,

free from learned labels and definitions. It is this state of being that is the goal of

following wu wei.
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4.6 Spirituality

Taoists believe that man is a microcosm for the universe. The body ties directly into

the Chinese five elements. The five organs correlate with the five elements, the five

directions and the seasons. Akin to the "hermetic maxim" of "as above, so below",

Taoism posits that by understanding himself, man may gain knowledge of the

universe, and vice versa.

In Taoism, even beyond Chinese folk religion, various rituals, exercises, and

substances are said to positively affect one's physical and mental health. They are also

intended to align oneself spiritually with cosmic forces, or enable ecstatic spiritual

journeys. These concepts seem basic to Taoism in its elite forms. Internal alchemy

and various spiritual practices are used by some Taoists to improve health and extend

life, theoretically even to the point of physical immortality.

In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:
Shinto

Judaism

Christianity

Topic : Shinto

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic student would be able to:

 Understand the major elements of Shinto.

 Understand the Buddhist and Confucian influences on Shinto.

 Know the meaning of important terms such as the kami, Amatsu Kami, Fuji-san, Amaterasu,

Goddess of Sun, Shinto shrines, kannagara, tsumi, misogi, ki, oharai, State Shinto, and

Oomoto.

Definition/Overview:
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Shinto: Shinto is the native religion of Japanand was once its state religion. It is a type of

polytheism, and involves the worship of kami , or spirits. Some kami are local and can be

regarded as the spiritual being/spirit or genius of a particular place, but others represent major

natural objects and processes: for example, Amaterasu, the Sun goddess, or Mount Fuji.

Shinto is an animistic belief system. The word Shinto, from the original Chinese Shendao ,

combines two kanji: "shin"(loanwords usually retain their Chinese pronunciation, hence shin

not kami), meaning gods or spirits; and "tō", meaning a philosophical way or path (originally

from the Chinese word dao). As such, Shinto is commonly translated as "The Way of the

Gods." Some differences exist between koshinto (the ancient Shintō) and the many types of

Shinto taught and practiced today, showing the influences of Buddhism when it was

introduced into Japanin the sixth century.

This Topic describes the basic beliefs, shrines, ceremonies, rituals, and festivals of Shinto.

The topic also discusses Buddhist and Confucian influences on the religion and closes with

look at contemporary Shinto.

Key Points:

1. State Shinto

The term "Shinto shrine" is used in opposition to Buddhist temple to mirror in English the

distinction made in Japanese between Shinto and Buddhist religious structures. Following the

Meiji Restoration, Shinto was made the state religion of the Empire of Japan, and in 1868 its

combination with Buddhism was outlawed, in an attempt to purify Shinto by abolishing many

Buddhist and Confucian ideals. During this period, numerous scholars of kokugaku believed

that State Shinto could be the unifying agent of the country around the Emperor while the

process of modernization was undertaken with all possible speed. The psychological shock of

the Western "Black Ships" and the subsequent collapse of the shogunate convinced many that

the nation needed to unify in order to resist being colonized by outside forces.

In 1871, a Ministry of Divinities was formed and Shinto shrines were divided into twelve

levels with the Ise Shrine (dedicated to Amaterasu,and thus symbolic of the legitimacy of the

Imperial family) at the peak and small sanctuaries of humble towns at the base. The following

year, the ministry was replaced with a new Ministry of Religion, charged with leading

instruction in "shushin" (moral courses). This was a major reversal from the Edo period, in

which families were registered with Buddhist temples, rather than Shinto shrines. Priests

were officially nominated and organized by the state, and they instructed the youth in a form
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of Shinto theology based on the official dogma of the divinity of Japan's national origins and

its Emperor.

As time went on, Shinto was increasingly used in the advertising of nationalist popular

sentiments. In 1890, the Imperial Rescript on Education was issued, and students were

required to ritually recite its oath to "offer yourselves courageously to the State" as well as to

protect the Imperial family. The practice of Emperor worshipwas further spread by

distributing imperial portraits for esoteric veneration. All of these practices were used to

fortify national solidarity through patriotic observance at shrines. This use of Shinto gave

Japanese patriotism a special tint of mysticism and cultural introversion, which became more

pronounced as time went on.

Such processes continued to deepen throughout the early Shōwa period, when State Shinto

became a main force of militarism, finally coming to an abrupt end in August 1945 when

Japanlost the war in the Pacific. On 1 January 1946, Emperor Shōwa issued the Ningen-

sengen, in which he quoted the Five Charter Oath of Emperor Meiji and declared that he was

not an akitsumikami.

2. Types of Shinto

To distinguish between these different focuses of emphasis within Shinto, many feel it is

important to separate Shinto into different types of Shinto expression.

 Shrine Shinto is the oldest and most prevalent of the Shinto types. It has always been a part of

Japan's history and constitutes the main current of Shinto tradition. The Association of Shinto

Shrines oversees about 80,000 shrines nationwide.

 Sect Shinto comprises 13 groups formed during the 19th century. They do not have shrines,

but conduct religious activities in meeting halls. Shinto sects include the mountain-worship

sects, who focus on worshipping mountains like Mount Fuji, faith-healing sects, purification

sects, Confucian sects, and Revival Shinto sects. Konkōkyō, Tenrikyō, and Kurozumikyō,

although operating separately from modern Shinto, are considered to be forms of Sect Shinto.

 Folk Shinto includes the numerous but fragmented folk beliefs in deities and spirits. Practices

include divination, spirit possession, and shamanic healing. Some of their practices come

from Taoism, Buddhism, or Confucianism, but most come from ancient local traditions.

All these main types of Shinto and some subtypes have given birth tomany and diverse

schools and sects since medieval times to the present days. A list of the most relevant can be

found at the article Shinto sects and schools.
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Topic : Judaism

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Have an understanding of the historical basis of Judaism.

 Recognize important Biblical figures and their contributions to the religion.

 Understand the post-Biblical developments within Judaism.

 Recognize the major religious beliefs, practices, and holy days.

 Be aware of the major groups within contemporary Judaism.

 Recognize important terms and phrases such as Torah, Nevi'im, Kethuvim, Tanakh, Talmud,

Pentateuch, Semite, Ark of the Covenant, Gentiles, Zoroastrianism, Sadducees, Pharisees,

Essenes, Zealots, Messiah, rabbis, synagogues, midrash, Misnah, diaspora, oral Torah,

written Torah, Shekhinah, Kabbalah, Hasidism, tzaddik, Zionism, mitzvot, minyan, Sabbath,

kosher, t'fillin, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Purim, Hanukkah, Bar Mitzvah, and

Bat Mitzvah.

Definition/Overview:

Judaism: Judaism (from the Greek Ioudasmos, derived from the Hebrew ,יהודה Yehudah,

"Judah"; in Hebrew: Yahedut, the distinctive characteristics of the Judean eqnov) is the ,יֲַהדּות

religion of the Jewish people. In 2007, the world Jewish population was estimated at 13.2

million people41% of whom lived in Israel.

This Topic examines Judaism beginning with the history of the Jewish people. This section

includes central Biblical stories, the Zoroastrian influence, Rabbinic Judaism, Judaism in the

Middle Ages, Enlightenment, Kabbalah and Hasidism, American Judaism, the Holocaust, and

Zionism. The topic covers religious beliefs and practices in a description of the Torah, sacred

practices, holy days, and contemporary Judaism.
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Key Points:

1. Overview

Judaism is a monotheistic religion based on principles and ethics embodied in the Hebrew

Bible (Tanakh), as further explored and explained in the Talmud and other texts. Judaism is

among the oldest religious traditions still being practiced today. Jewish history and the

principles and ethics of Judaism have influenced other religions, such as Christianity, Islam

and the Bah' Faith.

In modern Judaism, central authority is not vested in any single person or body, but in sacred

texts, traditions, and learned Rabbis who interpret those texts and laws. According to Jewish

tradition, Judaism begins with the Covenant between God and Abraham (ca. 2000 BCE), the

patriarch and progenitor of the Jewish people. Throughout the ages, Judaism has adhered to a

number of religious principles, the most important of which is the belief in a single,

omniscient, omnipotent, benevolent, transcendent God, who created the universe and

continues to govern it. According to Jewish tradition, the God who created the world

established a covenant with the Israelites and their descendants, and revealed his laws and

commandments to Moses on Mount Sinaiin the form of both the Written and Oral Torah.

Judaism has traditionally valued Torah study and the observance of the commandments

recorded in the Torah and as expounded in the Talmud.

2. Religious doctrine and principles of faith

Judaism is a monotheistic religion based on principles and ethics embodied in the Hebrew

Bible (Tanakh), as further explored and explained in the Talmud and other texts. According

to Jewish tradition, Judaism begins with the Covenant between God and Abraham.

While Judaism has seldom, if ever, been monolithic in practice, it has always been fiercely

monotheistic in theology - although the Tanakh records significant periods of apostasy among

many Israelites from Judaism's beliefs.

Historically, Judaism has considered belief in the divine revelation and acceptance of the

Written and Oral Torah as its fundamental core belief, but Judaism does not have a
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centralized authority dictating religious dogma. This gave rise to many different formulations

as to the specific theological beliefs inherent in the Torah and Talmud. While some rabbis

have at times agreed upon a firm formulation, others have disagreed, many criticizing any

such attempt as minimizing acceptance of the entire Torah. Notably, in the Talmud some

principles of faith (e.g., the Divine origin of the Torah) are considered important enough that

rejection of them can put one in the category of "apikoros" (heretic).

Over the centuries, a number of formulations of Jewish principles of faith have appeared, and

though they differ with respect to certain details, they demonstrate a commonality of core

ideology. Of these formulations, the one most widely considered authoritative is Maimonides'

thirteen principles of faith.

These principles were controversial when first proposed, evoking criticism by Hasdai Crescas

and Joseph Albo. Maimonides thirteen principles were ignored by much of the Jewish

community for the next few centuries. Over time two poetic restatements of these principles

("Ani Ma'amin" and "Yigdal") became canonized in the Jewish prayer book, and eventually

became widely held.

Joseph Albo and the Raavad have criticized Maimonides' list as containing too many items

that, while true, were not fundamentals of the faith, and thus placed too many Jews in the

category of "heretic", rather than those who were simply in error. Many others criticized any

such formulation as minimizing acceptance of the entire Torah (see above). As noted

however, neither Maimonides nor his contemporaries viewed these principles as

encompassing all of Jewish belief, but rather as the core theological underpinnings of the

acceptance of Judaism. Along these lines, the ancient historian Josephus emphasized

practices and observances rather than religious beliefs, associating apostasy with a failure to

observe Jewish law and maintaining that the requirements for conversion to Judaism included

circumcision and adherence to traditional customs.

Today most Orthodox authorities hold that Maimonides' 13 principles of faith are obligatory,

and that Jews who do not fully accept each one of them are potentially heretical.

The basis of Jewish law and tradition ("halakha") is the Torah (also known as the Pentateuch

or the Five Books of Moses). According to rabbinic tradition there are 613 commandments in

the Torah. Some of these laws are directed only to men or to women, some only to the
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ancient priestly groups, the Kohanim and Leviyim (members of the tribe of Levi), some only

to farmers within the land of Israel. Many laws were only applicable when the Temple in

Jerusalem existed, and fewer than 300 of these commandments are still applicable today.

While there have been Jewish groups whose beliefs were claimed to be based on the written

text of the Torah alone (e.g., the Sadducees, and the Karaites), most Jews believed in what

they call the oral law. These oral traditions were transmitted by the Pharisee sect of ancient

Judaism, and were later recorded in written form and expanded upon by the rabbis.

3. Jewish philosophy

Jewish philosophy refers to the conjunction between serious study of philosophy and Jewish

theology. Major Jewish philosophers include Solomon ibn Gabirol, Saadia Gaon,

Maimonides, and Gersonides. Major changes occurred in response to the Enlightenment (late

1700s to early 1800s) leading to the post-Enlightenment Jewish philosophers. Modern Jewish

philosophy consists of both Orthodox and non-Orthodox oriented philosophy. Notable among

Orthodox Jewish philosophers are Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler, Joseph B. Soloveitchik, and

Yitzchok Hutner. Well-known non-Orthodox Jewish philosophers include Martin Buber,

Franz Rosenzweig, Mordecai Kaplan, Abraham Joshua Heschel, and Emmanuel Lvinas.

Topic : Christianity

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Have an understanding of the background of Christianity.

 Be familiar with the life and teachings of Jesus.

 Be aware of the major divisions of Christianity and denominations within Protestantism.

 Recognize the central religious beliefs, practices, and special events.

 Recognize important people in the development of Christianity.

 Be aware of contemporary trends within Christianity.
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Definition/Overview:

Christianity: Christianity is a monotheistic religion centered on the life and teachings of

Jesus of Nazareth as presented in the New Testament.

This Topic examines the Christian religion. Topics covered include the Christian Bible, the

life and teachings of Jesus, the early church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, Medieval Roman

Catholicism, the Protestant Reformation, the Roman Catholic Reformation, the impact of the

Enlightenment, the Second Vatican Council, central beliefs, sacred practices, and

contemporary trends.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Its followers, known as Christians, believe that Jesus is the son of God and the Messiah (or

Christ) prophesied in the Old Testament, the part of their scriptures they have in common

with Judaism. To Christians, Jesus Christ is a teacher, the model of a virtuous life, the

revealer of God, and most importantly the saviour of humanity who suffered, died, and was

resurrected in order to bring about salvation from sin. Christians maintain that Jesus ascended

into heaven, and most denominations teach that Jesus will return to judge the living and the

dead, granting everlasting life to his followers. Christians describe the New Testament

account of Jesus' ministry as the Gospel, or "good news".

Like Judaism and Islam, Christianity is classified as an Abrahamic religion ( Judeo-

Christian). It began as a Jewish sect in the eastern Mediterranean. The disciples were first

called Christians (Greek Χριστιανός) by or about 44 AD,, meaning "followers of Christ", in

Antioch. Ignatius of Antioch was the first Christian to use the label in self-reference. The

earliest recorded use of the term Christianity (GreekΧριστιανισμός)was also by Ignatius of

Antioch, around AD 100. By the 4th century A.D. Christianity had become the dominant

religion in the Roman Empire. During the Middle Ages, most of the remainder of Europe was

christianized, with Christians also being a (sometimes large) religious minority in the Middle
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East, North Africa, and parts of India. Following the Age of Discovery, through missionary

work and colonisation, Christianity spread to the Americasand the rest of the world.

As of the early 21st century, Christianity has between 1.5 billion and 2.1 billion adherents,

representing about a quarter to a third of the world's population. It is the state religion of at

least fifteen countries.

2. Beliefs

In spite of important differences of interpretation and opinion, Christians share a set of beliefs

that they hold as essential to their faith.

2.1 Jesus Christ

The focus of a Christian's life is a firm belief in Jesus as the Son of God and the

"Messiah" or "Christ". The title "Messiah" comes from the Hebrew word (māiħ)ָמִׁשיחַ 

meaning anointed one. The Greek translationΧριστός (Christos) is the source of the

English word "Christ".

Christians believe that, as the Messiah, Jesus was anointed by God as ruler and savior

of humanity, and hold that Jesus' coming was the fulfillment of messianic prophecies

of the Old Testament. The Christian concept of the Messiah differs significantly from

the contemporary Jewish concept. The core Christian belief is that, through the death

and resurrection of Jesus, sinful humans can be reconciled to God and thereby are

offered salvation and the promise of eternal life.

While there have been theological disputes over the nature of Jesus, Christians

generally believe that Jesus is God incarnate and "true God and true man" (or both

fully divine and fully human). Jesus, having become fully human, suffered the pains

and temptations of a mortal man, yet he did not sin. As fully God, he defeated death

and rose to life again. According to the Bible, "God raised him from the dead," he

ascended to heaven, is "seated at the right hand of the Father" and will return again to

fulfil the rest of Messianic prophecy such as the Resurrection of the dead, the Last

Judgment and final establishment of the Kingdom of God.

According to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, Jesus was conceived by the Holy

Spirit and born from the Virgin Mary. Little of Jesus' childhood is recorded in the
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canonical Gospels, however infancy Gospels were popular in antiquity. In

comparison, his adulthood, especially the week before his death, are well documented

in the Gospels contained within the New Testament.[neutrality disputed] The Biblical

accounts of Jesus' ministry include: his baptism, miracles, preaching, teaching, and

deeds.

2.1.1 Death and resurrection of Jesus

Christians consider the resurrection of Jesus to be the cornerstone of their faith

and the most important event in human history. Within the body of Christian

beliefs, the death and resurrection of Jesus are two core events[clarify] on

which much of Christian doctrine and theology depend. According to the New

Testament, Jesus, the central figure of Christianity, was crucified, died, buried

within a tomb, and resurrected three days later. The New Testament mentions

several resurrection appearances of Jesus on different occasions to his twelve

apostles and disciples, including "more than five hundred brethren at once",

before Jesus' Ascension to heaven. Jesus's death and resurrection are

commemorated by Christians during Good Friday and Easter, particularly

during the liturgical time of Holy Week. Arguments over death and

resurrection claims occur at many religious debates and interfaith dialogues.

Paul the Apostle, an early Christian convert,[clarify] wrote, "If Christ was not

raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your trust in God is useless". The

death and resurrection of Jesus are the most important events in Christian

Theology, as they form the point in scripture where Jesus gives his ultimate

demonstration that he has power over life and death and thus the ability to give

people eternal life.

Generally, Christian churches accept and teach the New Testament account of

the resurrection of Jesus. Some modern scholars use the belief of Jesus'

followers in the resurrection as a point of departure for establishing the

continuity of the historical Jesus and the proclamation of the early church.

Some liberal Christians do not accept a literal bodily resurrection, seeing the

story as richly symbolic and spiritually nourishing myth.
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In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Islam

Sikhism

Topic : Islam

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Understand the background and importance of the prophet Muhammad to Islam.

 Recognize the importance of the Qur'an to the religion.

 Be familiar with the basic teachings and practices of Islam.

 Recognize the religion's major divisions.

 Be familiar with current issues in Islam and its relationship with the West.

 Recognize important Islamic terms, names, and places including Abraham, Ishma'il, Ka'bah,

Muhammad, Mecca, Medina, Qur'an, Allah, Hadith, Sunnah, Gabriel, hijrah, caliph, suras,

Fatiha, Paraclete, Shahadah, shirk, kufr, angels, archangels, Satan, jinn, the Last Judgment,

Hell, Sunni, Shi'a, ummah, Shari'ah, Imams, 'Ali, Twelvers, Seveners, Sufism, dervishes,

Jalal al-Din Rumi, Five Pillars of Islam, Islamists, ijtihad, zakat, fasting, hajj, jihad, mujahid,

dhimmis, ulama, and hijab.

Definition/Overview:

Islam: Islam pronounced is a monotheistic Abrahamic religion originating with the teachings

of the Islamic prophet Muhammad, a seventh century Arab religious and political figure. The

word Islam means "submission", or the total surrender of oneself to God (Arabic: ,هللا

Allāh). An adherent of Islam is known as a Muslim, meaning "one who submits [to God]".

There are between 1 billion to 1.8 billion Muslims, making Islam the second-largest religion

in the world, after Christianity.
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The discussion of Islam in this topic includes information on the prophet Muhammad, the

Qur'an, the central teachings, the Sunni-Shi'a split, Sufism, the Five Pillars and jihad, the

spread of Islam, relationships with the West, and Muslim resurgence.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Muslims believe that God revealed the Qur'an to Muhammad, God's final prophet, and regard

the Qur'an and the Sunnah (words and deeds of Muhammad) as the fundamental sources of

Islam. They do not regard Muhammad as the founder of a new religion, but as the restorer of

the original monotheistic faith of Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and other prophets. Islamic

tradition holds that Jews and Christians distorted the revelations God gave to these prophets

by either altering the text, introducing a false interpretation, or both.

Islam includes many religious practices. Adherents are generally required to observe the Five

Pillars of Islam, which are five duties that unite Muslims into a community. In addition to the

Five Pillars, Islamic law (sharia) has developed a tradition of rulings that touch on virtually

all aspects of life and society. This tradition encompasses everything from practical matters

like dietary laws and banking to warfare and welfare.

Almost all Muslims belong to one of two major denominations, the Sunni (85%) and Shi'a

(15%). The schism developed in the late 7th century following disagreements over the

religious and political leadership of the Muslim community. Islam is the predominant religion

in Africa and the Middle East, as well as in major parts of Asia. Large communities are also

found in China, the Balkan Peninsula in Eastern Europe and Russia. There are also large

Muslim immigrant communities in other parts of the world, such as Western Europe. About

20% of Muslims live in Arab countries, 30% in the Indian subcontinent and 15.6% in

Indonesia, the largest Muslim country by population.

2. Etymology and meaning

The word Islam is a verbal noun originating from the triliteral root s-l-m, and is derived from

the Arabic verb Aslama, which means "to accept, surrender or submit." Thus, Islam means

acceptance of and submission to God, and believers must demonstrate this by worshipping

him, following his commands, and avoiding polytheism. The word is given a number of
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meanings in the Qur'an. In some verses (ayat), the quality of Islam as an internal conviction is

stressed: "Whomsoever God desires to guide, He expands his breast to Islam." Other verses

connect islām and dīn (usually translated as "religion"): "Today, I have perfected your

religion (dīn) for you; I have completed My blessing upon you; I have approved Islam for

your religion." Still others describe Islam as an action of returning to Godmore than just a

verbal affirmation of faith. Another technical meaning in Islamic thought is as one part of a

triad of islam, imān (faith), and ihsān (excellence); where it represents acts of worship

(`ibādah) and Islamic law (sharia).

3. Articles of faith

The Qur'an states that all Muslims must believe in God, his revelations, his angels, his

messengers, and in the "Day of Judgment". Also, there are other beliefs that differ between

particular sects. The Sunni concept of predestination is called divine decree, while the Shi'a

version is called divine justice. Unique to the Shi'a is the doctrine of Imamah, or the political

and spiritual leadership of the Imams.

Muslims believe that God revealed his final message to humanity through the Islamic prophet

Muhammad via the angel Gabriel. For them, Muhammad was God's final prophet and the

Qur'an is the revelations he received over more than two decades. In Islam, prophets are men

selected by God to be his messengers. Muslims believe that prophets are human and not

divine, though some are able to perform miracles to prove their claim. Islamic prophets are

considered to be the closest to perfection of all humans, and are uniquely the recipients of

divine revelationeither directly from God or through angels. The Qur'an mentions the names

of numerous figures considered prophets in Islam, including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses

and Jesus, among others. Islamic theology says that all of God's messengers since Adam

preached the message of Islamsubmission to the will of God. Islam is described in the Qur'an

as "the primordial nature upon which God created mankind", and the Qur'an states that the

proper name Muslim was given by Abraham.

As a historical phenomenon, Islam originated in Arabia in the early 7th century. Islamic texts

depict Judaism and Christianity as prophetic successor traditions to the teachings of

Abraham. The Qur'an calls Jews and Christians "People of the Book" (ahl al-kitāb), and

distinguishes them from polytheists. Muslims believe that parts of the previously revealed
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scriptures, the Tawrat (Torah) and the Injil (Gospels), had become distortedeither in

interpretation, in text, or both.

3.1 God

Islam's fundamental theological concept is tawhīdthe belief that there is only one god.

The Arabic term for God is Allāh; most scholars believe it was derived from a

contraction of the words al- (the) and ʾilāh (deity, masculine form), meaning "the

god" (al-ilāh), but others trace its origin to the Aramaic Alāhā. The first of the Five

Pillars of Islam, tawhīd is expressed in the shahadah (testification), which declares

that there is no god but God, and that Muhammad is God's messenger. In traditional

Islamic theology, God is beyond all comprehension; Muslims are not expected to

visualize God but to worship and adore him as a protector. Although Muslims believe

that Jesus was a prophet, they reject the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, comparing it

to polytheism. In Islamic theology, Jesus was just a man and not the son of God; God

is described in a chapter (sura) of the Qur'an as "God, the One and Only; God, the

Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto

Him."

3.2 Qur'an

Muslims consider the Qur'an to be the literal word of God; it is the central religious

text of Islam. Muslims believe that the verses of the Qur'an were revealed to

Muhammad by God through the angel Gabriel on many occasions between 610 and

his death on June 8, 632. The Qur'an was reportedly written down by Muhammad's

companions (sahabah) while he was alive, although the prime method of transmission

was orally. It was compiled in the time of Abu Bakr, the first caliph, and was

standardized under the administration of Uthman, the third caliph. The Qur'an in its

present form is often considered by academic scholars to record the words spoken by

Muhammad because the search for variants in Western academia has not yielded any
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differences of great significance and that historically controversy over the content of

the Qur'an has never become a main point.

The Qur'an is divided into 114 suras, or chapters, which combined, contain 6,236āyāt,

or verses. The chronologically earlier suras, revealed at Mecca, are primarily

concerned with ethical and spiritual topics. The later Medinan suras mostly discuss

social and moral issues relevant to the Muslim community. The Qur'an is more

concerned with moral guidance than legal instruction, and is considered the

"sourcebook of Islamic principles and values". Muslim jurists consult the hadith, or

the written record of Muhammad's life, to both supplement the Qur'an and assist with

its interpretation. The science of Qur'anic commentary and exegesis is known as

tafsir.

The word Qur'an means "recitation". When Muslims speak in the abstract about "the

Qur'an", they usually mean the scripture as recited in Arabic rather than the printed

work or any translation of it. To Muslims, the Qur'an is perfect only as revealed in the

original Arabic; translations are necessarily deficient because of language differences,

the fallibility of translators, and the impossibility of preserving the original's inspired

style. Translations are therefore regarded only as commentaries on the Qur'an, or

"interpretations of its meaning", not as the Qur'an itself.

3.3 Angels

Belief in angels is crucial to the faith of Islam. The Arabic word for Angels (malak)

means "messenger", like its counterparts in Hebrew (malakh) and Greek (angelos).

According to the Qur'an, angels do not possess free will, and worship God in perfect

obedience. Angels' duties include communicating revelations from God, glorifying

God, recording every person's actions, and taking a person's soul at the time of death.

They are also thought to intercede on man's behalf. The Qur'an describes angels as

"messengers with wingstwo, or three, or four (pairs): He [God] adds to Creation as He

pleases"

3.4 Muhammad
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Muhammad (c. 570 June 8, 632) was an Arab religious, political, and military leader

who founded the religion of Islam as a historical phenomenon. Muslims view him not

as the creator of a new religion, but as the restorer of the original, uncorrupted

monotheistic faith of Adam, Abraham and others. In Muslim tradition, Muhammad is

viewed as the last and the greatest in a series of prophetsas the man closest to

perfection, the possessor of all virtues. For the last 23 years of his life, beginning at

age 40, Muhammad reported receiving revelations from God. The content of these

revelations, known as the Qur'an, was memorized and recorded by his companions.

During this time, Muhammad preached to the people of Mecca, imploring them to

abandon polytheism. Although some converted to Islam, Muhammad and his

followers were persecuted by the leading Meccan authorities. After 13 years of

preaching, Muhammad and the Muslims performed the Hijra ("emigration") to the

city of Medina(formerly known as Yathrib) in 622. There, with the Medinan converts

(Ansar) and the Meccan migrants (Muhajirun), Muhammad established his political

and religious authority. Within years, two battles had been fought against Meccan

forces: the Battle of Badr in 624, which was a Muslim victory, and the Battle of Uhud

in 625, which ended inconclusively. Conflict with Medinan Jewish clans who

opposed the Muslims led to their exile, enslavement or death, and the Jewish enclave

of Khaybar was subdued. At the same time, Meccan trade routes were cut off as

Muhammad brought surrounding desert tribes under his control. By 629 Muhammad

was victorious in the nearly bloodless Conquest of Mecca, and by the time of his

death in 632 he ruled over the Arabian peninsula.

In Islam, the "normative" example of Muhammad's life is called the Sunnah (literally

"trodden path"). This example is preserved in traditions known as hadith ("reports"),

which recount his words, his actions, and his personal characteristics. The classical

Muslim jurist ash-Shafi'i (d. 820) emphasized the importance of the Sunnah in Islamic

law, and Muslims are encouraged to emulate Muhammad's actions in their daily lives.

The Sunnah is seen as crucial to guiding interpretation of the Qur'an.

4. Duties and practices

4.1 Five Pillars
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The Five Pillars of Islam are five practices essential to Sunni Islam. Shi'a Muslims

subscribe to eight ritual practices which substantially overlap with the Five Pillars.

They are:

4.1.1 The shahadah, which is the basic creed or tenet of Islam: "'ahadu 'al-lā

ilāha illā-llāhu wa 'ahadu 'anna muħammadan rasūlu-llāh", or "I testify that

there is none worthy of worship except God and I testify that Muhammad is

the Messenger of God." This testament is a foundation for all other beliefs and

practices in Islam (although technically the Shi'a do not consider the shahadah

to be a separate pillar, just a belief). Muslims must repeat the shahadah in

prayer, and non-Muslims wishing to convert to Islam are required to recite the

creed.

4.1.2 Salah, or ritual prayer, which must be performed five times a day.

(However, the Shi'a arepermitted to run together the noon with the afternoon

prayers, and the evening with the night prayers). Each salah is done facing

towards the Kaaba in Mecca. Salah is intended to focus the mind on God, and

is seen as a personal communication with him that expresses gratitude and

worship. Salah is compulsory but flexibility in the specifics is allowed

depending on circumstances. In many Muslim countries, reminders called

Adhan (call to prayer) are broadcast publicly from local mosques at the

appropriate times. The prayers are recited in the Arabic language, and consist

of verses from the Qur'an.

4.1.3 Zakat, or alms-giving. This is the practice of giving based on

accumulated wealth, and is obligatory for all Muslims who can afford it. A

fixed portion is spent to help the poor or needy, and also to assist the spread of

Islam. The zakat is considered a religious obligation (as opposed to voluntary

charity) that the well-off owe to the needy because their wealth is seen as a

"trust from God's bounty". The Qur'an and the hadith also suggest a Muslim

give even more as an act of voluntary alms-giving (sadaqah). Many Shi'ites

are expected to pay an additional amount in the form of a khums tax, which

they consider to be a separate ritual practice.
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4.1.4 Sawm, or fasting during the month of Ramadan. Muslims must not eat

or drink (among other things) from dawn to dusk during this month, and must

be mindful of other sins. The fast is to encourage a feeling of nearness to God,

and during it Muslims should express their gratitude for and dependence on

him, atone for their past sins, and think of the needy. Sawm is not obligatory

for several groups for whom it would constitute an undue burden. For others,

flexibility is allowed depending on circumstances, but missed fasts usually

must be made up quickly.

4.1.5 The Hajj, which is the pilgrimage during the Islamic month of Dhu al-

Hijjah in the city of Mecca. Every able-bodied Muslim who can afford it must

make the pilgrimage to Meccaat least once in his or her lifetime. When the

pilgrim is about ten kilometers from Mecca, he must dress in Ihram clothing,

which consists of two white seamless sheets. Rituals of the Hajj include

walking seven times around the Kaaba, touching the Black Stone, running

seven times between MountSafa and Mount Marwah, and symbolically

stoning the Devil in Mina. The pilgrim, or the hajji, is honored in his or her

community, although Islamic teachers say that the Hajj should be an

expression of devotion to God instead of a means to gain social standing.

In addition to the khums tax, Shi'a Muslims consider three additional practices

essential to the religion of Islam. The first is jihad, which is also important to

the Sunni, but not considered a pillar. The second is Amr-Bil-Ma'rūf, the

"Enjoining to Do Good", which calls for every Muslim to live a virtuous life

and to encourage others to do the same. The third is Nahi-Anil-Munkar, the

"Exhortation to Desist from Evil", which tells Muslims to refrain from vice

and from evil actions and to also encourage others to do the same.

Topic : Sikhism

Topic Objective:
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After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Understand the origins of Sikhism including its relationship with Hinduism and Islam.

 Know the important contributions of the religion's major gurus.

 Be familiar with the religion's central beliefs and sacred practices.

 Recognize figures and terms important to Sikhism such as Guru Nanak, sants, Kabir, Punjab,

Adi Granth, Guru Granth Sahib, Sikh army, Singh, Kaur, Khalsa, Udasis, Jap Ji, jaap sahib,

kirtan, Sat, Ik Onkar, Shabd, Nam, karma, reincarnation, langar, gurdwara, sangat, and

Khalistan.

Definition/Overview:

Sikhism: Sikhism, founded on the teachings of Nanak and nine successive gurus in fifteenth

century Northern India, is the fifth-largest organised religion in the world. This system of

religious philosophy and expression has been traditionally known as the Gurmat (literally the

counsel of the gurus) or the Sikh Dharma. Sikhism originated from the word Sikh, which in

turn comes from the Sanskrit root śiṣya meaning "disciple" or "learner", or śikṣameaning

"instruction."

This Topic on Sikhism covers the sant tradition, Guru Nanak, the succession of Gurus, and

the religion's central beliefs and sacred practices. A concluding section discusses

contemporary Sikhism.

Key Points:

1. Principle Belief

The principal belief of Sikhism is faith in Vāhigurūrepresented using the sacred symbol of ēk

ōaṅkār, the Universal God. Sikhism advocates the pursuit of salvation through disciplined,

personal meditation on the name and message of God. A key distinctive feature of Sikhism is

a non-anthropomorphic concept of God, to the extent that one can interpret God as the

Universe itself. The followers of Sikhism are ordained to follow the teachings of the ten Sikh

gurus, or enlightened leaders, as well as the holy scripture entitled the Gurū Granth Sāhib,

which includes selected works of many devotees from diverse socio-economic and religious

backgrounds. The text was decreed by Gobind Singh, the tenth guru, as the final guru of the

Khalsa Panth. Sikhism's traditions and teachings are distinctively associated with the history,
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society and culture of the Punjab. Adherents of Sikhism are known as Sikhs (students or

disciples) and number over 23 million across the world. Most Sikhs live in the state of Punjab

in Indiaand, prior to the country's partition, millions of Sikhs lived in what is now known as

the Punjab province of Pakistan.

2. Philosophy and teachings

The origins of Sikhism lie in the teachings of Nanak and his successors. Nanak disapproved

of many religious beliefs and practices of his time. The essence of Sikh teaching is summed

up by Nanak in these words: "Realisation of Truth is higher than all else. Higher still is

truthful living". Sikhism believes in equality of all humans and rejects caste system. Sikhism

also does not attach any importance to asceticism as a means to attain salvation, but stresses

on the need of leading life as a householder. For Sikhs, initiation into the Khalsa strengthens

their identity and also signifies the Sikh teaching of equality. The Sikhs are required to follow

the teachings of their Guru and serve him, under all circumstances.

According to Sikhism, the goal of life for a person is to progress on a spiritual scale from

Manmukh, or "self-centered", to Gurmukh, or "God-centered". Gurmukh implies the qualities

of humility, selfless service, adhering to the teachings of Guru and not being a recluse.

2.1God

Sikhism is a monotheistic religion. In Sikhism, Godtermed Vāhigurūis formless,

eternal, and unobserved: niraṅkār, akāl, and alakh. The beginning of the first

composition of Sikh scripture is the figure "1"signifying the universality of God. It

states that God is omnipresent and infinite, and is signified by the term ēk ōaṅkār.

Sikhs believe that prior to creation, all that existed was God and his hukam (will or

order). When God willed, the entire cosmos was created. From these beginnings, God

nurtured "enticement and attachment" to māyā, or the human perception of reality.

While a full understanding of God is beyond human beings, Nanak described God as

not wholly unknowable. God is omnipresent (sarav viāpak) in all creation and visible

everywhere to the spiritually awakened. Nanak stressed that God must be seen from

"the inward eye", or the "heart", of a human being: devotees must meditate to

progress towards enlightenment. Guru Nanak Dev emphasized the revelation through

meditation, as its rigorous application permits the existence of communication

between God and human beings. God has no gender in Sikhism, though translations

may incorrectly present a masculine God. In addition, Nanak wrote that there are

many worlds on which God has created life.
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2.2 Pursuing salvation

Nanak's teachings are founded not on a final destination of heaven or hell, but on a

spiritual union with God which results in salvation. The chief obstacles to the

attainment of salvation are social conflicts and an attachment to worldly pursuits,

which commit men and women to an endless cycle of birth a concept known as

reincarnation.

Māyādefined as illusion or "unreality"is one of the core deviations from the pursuit of

God and salvation: people are distracted from devotion by worldly attractions which

give only illusive satisfaction. However, Nanak emphasised māyā as not a reference

to the unreality of the world, but of its values. In Sikhism, the influences of ego,

anger, greed, attachment and lustknown as the Five Evilsare believed to be

particularly pernicious. The fate of people vulnerable to the Five Evils is separation

from God, and the situation may be remedied only after intensive and relentless

devotion.

Nanak described God's revelationthe path to salvationwith terms such as nām (the

divine Name) and śabad (the divine Word) to emphasise the totality of the revelation.

Nanak designated the word guru (meaning teacher) as the voice of God and the source

and guide for knowledge and salvation. Salvation can be reached only through

rigorous and disciplined devotion to God. Nanak distinctly emphasised the irrelevance

of outwardly observations such as rites, pilgrimages or asceticism. He stressed that

devotion must take place through the heart, with the spirit and the soul.

A key practice to be pursued is nām simraṇ:remembrance of the divine Name. The

verbal repetition of the name of God or a sacred syllable is an established practice in

religious traditions in India, but Nanak's interpretation emphasised inward, personal

observance. Nanak's ideal is the total exposure of one's being to the divine Name and

a total conforming to Dharma or the "Divine Order". Nanak described the result of the

disciplined application of nām simraṇas a "growing towards and into God" through a

gradual process of five stages. The last of these is sac khaṇḍ(The Realm of Truth)the

final union of the spirit with God.

Nanak stressed kirat karō: that a Sikh should balance work, worship, and charity, and

should defend the rights of all creatures, and in particular, fellow human beings. They

are encouraged to have a caṛdīkalā, or optimistic, view of life. Sikh teachings also

stress the concept of sharingvaṇḍchakkōthrough the distribution of free food at Sikh
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gurdwaras (laṅgar), giving charitable donations, and working for the good of the

community and others (sēvā).

3. The ten gurus and religious authority

The term guru comes from the Sanskrit gurū, meaning teacher, guide or mentor. The

traditions and philosophy of Sikhism were established by ten specific gurus from 1507 to

1708. Each guru added to and reinforced the message taught by the previous, resulting in the

creation of the Sikh religion. Nanak was the first guru and appointed a disciple as successor.

Gobind Singh was the final guru in human form. Before his death, Gobind Singh decreed that

the Gurū Granth Sāhib would be the final and perpetual guru of the Sikhs.The Sikhs believe

that the spirit of Nanak was passed from one guru to the next, " just as the light of one lamp,

which lights another and does not diminish ",and is also mentioned in their holy book.

After Nanak's passing, the most important phase in the development of Sikhism came with

the third successor, Amar Das. Nanak's teachings emphasised the pursuit of salvation; Amar

Das began building a cohesive community of followers with initiatives such as sanctioning

distinctive ceremonies for birth, marriage and death. Amar Das also established the manji

(comparable to a diocese) system of clerical supervision.

Amar Das's successor and son-in-law Ram Das founded the city of Amritsar, which is home

of the Harimandir Sahib and regarded widely as the holiest city for all Sikhs. When Ram

Das's youngest son Arjan Dev succeeded him, the line of male gurus from the Sodhi Khatri

family was established: all succeeding gurus were direct descendants of this line. Arjan Dev

was responsible for compiling the Sikh scriptures. Arjan Dev was captured by Mughal

authorities who were suspicious and hostile to the religious order he was developing. His

persecution and death inspired his successors to promote a military and political organization

of Sikh communities to defend themselves against the attacks of Mughal forces.

The Sikh gurus established a mechanism which allowed the Sikh religion to react as a

community to changing circumstances. The sixth guru, Har Gobind, was responsible for the

creation of the Akal Takht (throne of the timeless one) which serves as the supreme decision-

making centre of Sikhdom and sits opposite the Harimandir Sahib. The Sarbat Ḵẖālsā(a

representative portion of the Khalsa Panth) historically gathers at the Akal Takht on special

festivals such as Vaisakhi or Diwali and when there is a need to discuss matters that affect the
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entire Sikh nation. A gurmatā(literally, guru's intention) is an order passed by the Sarbat

Ḵẖālsāin the presence of the Gurū Granth Sāhib. A gurmatā may only be passed on a subject

that affects the fundamental principles of Sikh religion; it is binding upon all Sikhs. The term

hukamnāmā (literally, edict or royal order) is often used interchangeably with the term

gurmatā. However, a hukamnāmāformally refers to a hymn from the Gurū Granth Sāhib

which is given as an order to Sikhs.

In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:
New Religious Movements

Religion In The Twenty-First Century

Topic : New Religious Movements

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Have an understanding of the basic nature and development of new religions.

 Be familiar with the central beliefs of the new religious movements described in the text.

 Recognize important terms and religious movements such as cult, sect, millennium, Branch

Davidians, Rastafarianism, Jehovah's Witnesses, the Unification Movement, the Mahikari

movement, Spiritualism, the Theosophical Society, syncretism, Santeria, Voodoo, the

Brotherhood of the Cross and Star, Christian Science, Radhasoami, Neo-Paganism, Wicca,

anthropocentrism, Gaia theory, New Age spirituality, the Baha'i faith, and Aum Shinrikyo

movement.

Definition/Overview:
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A new religious movement: A new religious movement or NRM is a term used to refer to a

religious faith, or an ethical, spiritual or philosophical movement of recent origin that is not

part of an established denomination, church, or religious body.

This topic discusses new religious movements. This topic includes a description of the social

context of new religious movements, apocalyptic expectations, and supernatural powers and

revelations often associated with new religious movements. The topic also describes some of

those religions that are off-shots and combinations of older religions and several examples of

those that emphasize nature spirituality. The topic concludes with a discussion of

universalistic religions such as the Baha'i faith, opposition to new religious movements, and

violence in new religious movements.

Key Points:

1. Overview

The term NRM comprises a wide range of movements which range from loose affiliations

based on novel approaches to spirituality or religion to communitarian enterprises that

demand a considerable amount of group conformity and a social identity that separates its

adherents from mainstream society. Its use isn't universally accepted among the groups to

which it is applied.

2. History of the Term

As a field of scholarly endeavor, the study of New Religions emerged in Japan in the wake of

the explosion of religious innovation following the Second World War. Even the name new

religions is a direct translation of shin shukyo, which Japanese sociologists coined to refer to

this phenomenon. The term was adopted in turn by Western scholars as an alternative to the

older term cult, which acquired a pejorative connotation during the 1970s, and was

subsequently used indiscriminately by lay critics to disparage faiths whose doctrines they saw

as unusual or heretical. A number of scholars, especially in the sociology of religion, use

"new religious movement" to describe non-mainstream religions, while others use the term

for benign alternative religions and reserve "cult" for groups - whether religious,
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psychotherapeutic, political or commercial - they believe to be extremely manipulative and

exploitative.

Although there is no one criterion or set of criteria for describing a group as a "new religious

movement," use of the term usually requires that the group be both of recent origin and

different from existing religions.

Debate surrounds the phrase "of recent origin": some authors use World War II as the

dividing line after which anything is "new", whereas others define as "new" everything after

the advent of the Bah' Faith (mid-19th century) or even everything after Sikhism (17th

century).

"New" in the sense of "different from existing religions" is considered straightforward in

definition but not as much in categorization. Some scholars have a more restricted approach

to what counts as "different". For them, "difference" applies to a faith that, though it may be

seen as part of an existing religion, meets with rejection from that religion for not sharing the

same basic creed or declares itself either separate from the existing religion or even "the only

right" faith. Other scholars expand their measurement of difference, considering religious

movements new when, taken from their traditional cultural context, they appear in new

places, perhaps in modified forms. Examples of these kinds of "new movements" would be

the Western importation and establishment of Hindu or Buddhist groups.

NRMs vary in terms of leadership; authority; concepts of the individual, family, and gender;

teachings; organizational structures; etc. These variations have presented a challenge to social

scientists in their attempts to formulate a comprehensive and clear set of criteria for

classifying NRMs.

Generally, Christian denominations that are an accepted part of mainstream Christianity are

not seen as new religious movements. However, to some, The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, the Seventh-dayAdventist Church, Jehovah's Witnesses, Christian

Scientists, Shakers, and even tent revivalists have been studied as NRMs. There are also

examples of such groups being characterized as cults, generally by other evangelicals who are

hostile to their proselytizing efforts. Certain other groups do not define themselves as

religions but nonetheless find some scholars labeling them NRMs.

Debates among academics on the acceptability of the word cult continue. Similarly, no

consensus has been reached in the definition of new religious movement among scholars.

An article on the categorization of new religious movements in U.S. print media published by

The Association for the Sociology of Religion (formerly the American Catholic Sociological

Society), criticizes the print media for failing to recognize social-scientific efforts in the area
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of new religious movements, and its tendency to use popular or anti-cultist definitions rather

than social-scientific insight, and asserts that The failure of the print media to recognize

social-scientific efforts in the area of religious movement organizations impels us to add yet

another failing mark to the media report card Weiss (1985) has constructed to assess the

media's reporting of the social sciences.

3. Criticism

Criticism of some new religious movements, a subset of which are often described by their

critics as being "cults," has been a contentious issue with both sides sometimes using epithets

such as "hate group" to describe the other side. Disaffected former members, stating that they

are seeking redress for perceived wrongs or looking to expose perceived wrongdoings, have,

in turn, had their motives called into question.They have themselves come under attack for

allegedly using methods themselves that have been characterized as polemic, hostile, and

verbally or emotionally abusive. Critics, both those who are ex-members and who aren't,

have had their character and credibility impeached. The Church of Scientology, in particular,

makes a practice of investigating its critics and publicizing any past crimes or wrongdoings.

CESNURs president Massimo Introvigne, writes in his article "So many evil things: Anti-cult

terrorism via the Internet", that fringe and extreme anti-cult activism resorts to tactics that

may create a background favorable to extreme manifestations of discrimination and hate

against individuals that belong to new religious movements. Critics of CESNUR, however,

call Introvigne a cult apologist who defends harmful religious groups and cults. Somewhat in

concurrence with Introvigne, professor Eileen Barker asserts in an interview that the

controversy surrounding certain new religious movements can turn violent by a process

called deviancy amplification spiral.

Aspects of the guru-shishya (teacher-disciple) tradition are commonly brought forward in

disputes related to asserted abuse of authority by gurus and spiritual teachers of new religious

movements.

In a paper by Anson Shupe and Susan Darnell presented at the 2000 meeting of the Society

for the Scientific Study of Religion, they affirm that although the International Cultic Studies

Association ( ICSA, formerly known as AFF or American Family Foundation) has presented

"slanted, stereotypical images and language that has inflamed persons to perform extreme
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actions," the extent to which the ICSA and other anti-cultist organizations are hate groups as

defined by law or racial/ethnic criteria in sociology, is open for debate. See also Verbal

violence in hate groups.

The Foundation against Intolerance of Religious Minorities, associated with the Adidam

NRM, sees the use of terms "cult" and "cult leader" to suggest that these are to be detested,

avoided at whatever cost and see this as the exercise of prejudice and discrimination against

them in the same manner as "nigger" and "commie" were used in the past to denigrate blacks

and Communists.

Topic : Religion In The Twenty-First Century

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic, student would be able to:

 Understand the concepts of religious pluralism and the interfaith movement.

 Recognize similarities in religions that encourage interfaith dialogue and differences in

religions that discourage interfaith dialogue.

 Be familiar with religious responses to contemporary social issues.

 Know the meaning of terms such as interfaith dialogue, exclusivism, inclusivism, and

pluralism.

Definition/Overview:

Religious pluralism: Religious pluralism (rel. comparative religion) is a loosely defined

expression concerning acceptance of different religions, and is used in a number of related

ways:
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 As the name of the worldview according to which one's religion is not the sole and exclusive

source of truth, and thus that at least some truths and true values exist in other religions.

 As acceptance of the concept that two or more religions with mutually exclusive truth claims

are equally valid. This posture often emphasizes religion's common aspects.

 Sometimes as a synonym for ecumenism, i.e., the promotion of some level of unity, co-

operation, and improved understanding between different religions or different

denominations within a single religion.

 And as a synonym for religious tolerance, which is a condition of harmonious co-existence

between adherents of different religions or religious denominations.

As a conclusion this content looks at the current state of religion. The content discusses

religious pluralism, the interfaith movement, religion and social issues, religion and

materialism, and religion and the future of humanity.

Key Points:

1. Overview

Adherents of religious pluralism recognize that different religions make different truth

claims. For example, most Christians believe that Jesus was God incarnate and that he died

for the salvation of humanity, while most Buddhists believe that enlightenment liberates the

individual from the cycle of rebirth so that he may enter Nirvana. Although there are

approaches that allow for a certain approximation between both beliefs, usually neither

Christians claim that Christ leads to Nirvana, nor Buddhists claim that Buddha was an

incarnated deity.

2. The belief that all religions can teach truths

In its strongest sense, religious pluralism holds that no single religion can claim absolute

authority to teach absolute truth. The word of God is not literal religion. On the contrary,

religion attempts to describe God's utterances. Given the finite and fallible nature of human

beings, no religious text written by Man can absolutely describe God, God's will, or God's

counsel, since it is God apart from Man who reveals the divine thoughts, intentions and

volition perfectly.
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Religious pluralists point out that nearly all religious texts are a combination of an assortment

of human observations documented, for example, as historical narratives, poetry, lections,

and morality plays. Accordingly, a distinction exists between what may be claimed as literal

in a religious text and what may be metaphorical. The text, therefore, is open to

interpretation. In this light, no religion is able to comprehensively capture and communicate

all truth. Although all religions attempt to capture reality, their attempts occur within

particular cultural and historical contexts that affect the writer's viewpoint.

Adherents of religious pluralism, in this sense, hold that their faith is "true". That is, their

religion is the most complete and accurate revelation of the divine available, yet they also

accept that other religions teach many truths about the nature of God and man, and which

establish a significant amount of common ground.

Many religious pluralists claim that members of other faiths are searching for the same truths

in different ways, and that all religious knowledge is limited by human fallibility. This level

of pluralism does not preclude holding one's own ideas or participating in the rituals or

spiritual life of one particular religion or community; rather, such worshipers practice

according to their own traditions, ideas, and community norms while recognizing the validity

of a host of other practices or interpretations.

Many people hold that it is both permissible and imperative for people of all faiths to develop

some form of religious pluralism. Liberal Christians believe that it is intellectually valid to do

so because since Biblical times, humanity's understanding of man's place in the natural world

has changed radically, due to advances in science; and advances in travel and

communications are thought to rule out isolationism.

In the last century, liberal forms of some religions (Reconstructionist Judaism and Reform

Judaism, Unitarian Universalism, etc.) have modified some of their religious positions. As

opposed to orthodox believers, religious liberalsno longer claim that their religion is complete

and of absolute accuracy, and in fact view many claims made within their scriptures as

questionable or incorrect.

Some religions hold a retrospective form of religious pluralism. A religion can tolerate and

sometimes endorse religions that were created before its own beginning, but will not accept

any new religion which has arisen later. For example, Christianity accepts some aspects of

Judaism, but generally rejects Islam. Islam accepts some aspects of Christianity, but does not

tolerate the Bah' Faith. Most adherents of Bah' Faith partially accept Christianity, Islam and

Judaism, but do not accept theological innovations that have been created in their own

community.
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3. Pluralism as interfaith dialogue

Religious pluralism is sometimes used as a synonym for Interfaithdialogue. Interfaith

dialogue refers to dialogue between members of different religions for the goal of reducing

conflicts between their religions and to achieve agreed upon mutually desirable goals.

Inter-religious dialogue is difficult if the partners adopt a position of particularism, i.e. if they

only care about the concerns of their own group, but is favored by the opposite attitude of

universalism, where care is taken for the concerns of others. Interfaith dialogue is easier if a

religion's adherents have some form of inclusivism, the belief that people in other religions

may also have a way to salvation, even though the fullness of salvation can be achieved only

in ones own religion. Conversely, believers with an exclusivist mindset will rather tend to

proselytize followers of other religions, rather than seek an open-ended dialogue with them.

4. Conditions for the existence of religious pluralism

Freedom of religion encompasses all religions acting within the law in a particular region,

whether or not an individual religion accepts that other religions are legitimate or that

freedom of religious choice and religious plurality in general are good things. Exclusivist

religions teach that theirs is the only way to salvation and to religious truth, and some of them

would even argue that it is necessary to suppress the falsehoods taught by other religions.

Some Protestant sects argue fiercely against Roman Catholicism, and fundamentalist

Christians of all kinds teach that religious practices like those of paganism and witchcraft are

pernicious. This was a common historical attitude prior to the Enlightenment, and has

appeared as governmental policy into the present day under systems like Afghanistan's

Taliban regime, which destroyed the ancient Buddhas of Bamyan.

Many religious believers believe that religious pluralism should entail not competition but

cooperation, and argue that societal and theological change is necessary to overcome

religious differences between different religions, and denominational conflicts within the

same religion. For most religious traditions, this attitude is essentially based on a non-literal

view of one's religious traditions, hence allowing for respect to be engendered between

different traditions on fundamental principles rather than more marginal issues. It is perhaps

summarized as an attitude which rejects focus on immaterial differences, and instead gives

respect to those beliefs held in common.

Giving one religion or denomination special rights that are denied to others can weaken

religious pluralism. This situation obtains in certain European countries, where Roman

Catholicism or regional forms of Protestantism have special status. For example see the

entries on the Lateran Treaty and Church of England
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Relativism, the belief that all religions are equal in their value and that none of the religions

gives access to absolute truth, is an extreme form of inclusivism. Likewise, syncretism, the

attempt to take over creeds of practices from other religions or even to blend practices or

creeds from different religions into one new faith is an extreme form of inter-religious

dialogue. Syncretism must not be confused with ecumenism, the attempt to bring closer and

eventually reunite different denominations of one religion that have a common origin but

were separated by a schism.

The existence of religious pluralism depends on the existence of freedom of religion.

Freedom of religion exists when different religions of a particular region possess the same

rights of worship and public expression. Freedom of religion is restrained in many Islamic

countries, such as in Saudi Arabia, where the public practice of religions other than Islam is

forbidden, in Iran, where the Baha'is have lo legal rights and are persecuted, and in the

Palestinian Authority, where Arab Christians report they are frequent victims of religious

persecution by Muslims.

Religious freedom did not exist at all in many Communist countries such as Albania and the

Stalinist Soviet Union, where the state prevented the public expression of religious belief and

even persecuted some or all religions. This situation persists still today in North Korea, and to

some extent in Chinaand Vietnam
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