
“Introduction to Fire Safety”.

In Section 1 of this course you will cover these topics:
Fire History And Contemporary Life

Understanding America'S Fire Problem

Understanding Fire Behavior

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Fire Fighting

 Variations

 Pattern

 Model building

 Hazardous Materials Appliances

 Logistical Support Appliances

 Passive visual warnings

 Active visual warnings

 Audible warnings

 Additional equipment

 Campbell Shopping Complex fire inferno

 Sawtooth Complex fire

Definition/Overview:

Fire Prevention: Fire protection is the safety and of the hazards associated with fires. It

involves the study of the behaviour, compartmentalisation, suppression and investigation of

fire and its related emergencies as well as the research and development, production, testing

and application of mitigating systems. In structures, be they land-based, offshore or even

ships, the owners and operators are responsible to maintain their facilities in accordance with
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a design-basis that is rooted in laws, including the local building code and fire code, which

are enforced by the Authority Having Jurisdiction.

Fire Fighting: Essentials of Fire Fighting is a fire service training manual produced by Fire

Protection Publications (FPP) and the International Fire Service Training Association

(IFSTA). Fire Protection Publications is a department of the College of Engineering,

Architecture, and Technology (CEAT) a division within Oklahoma State University (OSU),

in Stillwater, Oklahoma. This manual is used by fire service training agencies and

departments around the world to train personnel to become firefighters. The Essentials of Fire

Fighting is the required training manual used in countless local fire departments and

state/provincial training agencies in every region of the United States and Canada. The

manual is currently in its fourth edition with a fifth edition under production at the time this

article was written.

Model building: Model building codes require passive fire protection and active fire

protection systems to minimize damage resulting from a fire. The most common form of

active fire protection is fire sprinklers. To maximize passive fire protection of buildings,

building materials and furnishings in most developed countries are tested for fire-resistance,

combustibility and flammability. Upholstery, carpeting and plastics used in vehicles and

vessels are also tested.

Key Points:

1. History

In 1934, the Western Actuarial Bureau sponsored a meeting in Kansas City to begin the

process of gaining consensus on common training methods and techniques. State fire training

directors from Oklahoma, Kansas,Missouri, and Arkansas attended and the Fire Service

Training Association (FSTA) was formed. By its next meeting in 1935, 16 states were

represented and more joined every year there after. Oklahoma A&M College (OAMC) was

chosen to publish the manuals to be developed by the Fire Service Training Association. In

1935, two planographed, hardbound books were produced: Elementary Science Applied to

the Firefighting Service and Ladders. Eventually a total of ten topics were covered and

published in 1937. Because of their red covers, the fire service called them The Redbooks.

The ten original Redbooks were:
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 Forcible Entry, Ropes, Knots, and Extinguishers

 Ground Ladders

 Hose

 Salvage and Overhaul

 Fire Streams

 Fire Apparatus

 Ventilation

 Rescue

 First Aid

 Fire Prevention and Inspection

In 1955, FSTA becomes the International Fire Service Training Association or IFSTA when

the first Canadian officials attend and participate. In 1957, OklahomaA&M Collegebecame

Oklahoma State University. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s IFSTA became more active in

the U.S.fire service. IFSTA was a participant in the Williamsburg meeting that led to the

formation of the Joint Council of National Fire Service Organizations. Everett Hudiburg,

director of IFSTA, was selected to chair the Joint Council and spearheaded the formation of

the National Professional Qualifications Board (Pro Board). The Pro Board developed

professional qualifications standards and a national certification system. The four original

professional qualifications standards adopted in 1974 included:

 Fire Fighters

 Fire Officers

 Fire Inspectors and Investigators

 Fire Instructors

IFSTA realized that its products could be used to assist firefighters in achieving certification.

IFSTA manuals were then revised to ensure they covered the standards. It was apparent that it

would be impractical for firefighters to have to buy at least 10 manuals to meet the firefighter

certification requirements.

It was decided that a single manual should be developed to assist firefighters in achieving

certification, and thus the Essentials of Fire Fighting was born. Carroll Herring, director of

the Louisiana Fireman Training Program (now know as the Louisiana State University Fire

and Emergency Training Institute, is credited with recommending the title of Essentials of
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Fire Fighting. The first edition of Essentials of Fire Fighting was published in 1977 and

subsequent editions have been published in 1983, 1992, and 1998. The next edition is

scheduled for publication in 2007. It has been published, and is much better then the old one.

Instead of teaching you stupid things like how to use a 2.2 SCBA, it actully has Jakes in

Black FDNY gear being all badass.

2. Fog nozzle

A fog nozzle is a firefighting hose nozzle that breaks the water that flows through it into tiny

droplets of water. The theory is that small droplets of water create more surface area than a

solid stream created by a smooth bore nozzle. The water absorbs the heat, turns into steam,

and displaces the oxygen, smothering the fire. With the increase of surface area, this job is

done quicker. Specially designed fog nozzles (with no stream adjustment) have been certified

by Underwriters Laboratories (UL) for use on Class B & C hazards.

3. Deluge Gun

A deluge gun, fire monitor, master stream, or deck gun is an aimable controllable high-

capacity water jet used for manual firefighting or automatic fire protection systems. Fire

monitors are often designed to accommodate foam which has been injected in the upstream

piping. Fire monitors are often fitted to fire boats and on top of large firetrucks for use in

manual fire fighting efforts. Fire monitors are also used in fixed fire protection systems to

protect high hazards, such as aviation hangars and helicopter landing pads. Most apparatus-

mounted fire monitors can be directed by a single firefighter, compared to a standard fire

hose which normally requires several. Fire Monitors can also be automatically positioned for

fixed systems. They can pump up to, and sometimes over, 2000 gallons per minute (126 litres

per second).

4. Roles

Fog nozzles play an important part in firefighting tactics. These types of nozzles are very

versatile and can accommodate different sizes of fire hose and fire streams. They can be used

for protection and for fire attack. When given the appropriate nozzle pressure and water

supply, they are effective for any fire ground situation.
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Fog nozzles are typically used with fire attack hand lines. Most hand lines are 1 1/2, 1 3/4,

and 2 1/2 diameter fire hose. The fog nozzle that will be used on each size of fire hose is

made to handle the maximum gallons per minute (GPM) rating that the fire hose can handle.

There are fog nozzles that are used with master stream appliances also. A master stream can

flow between 350gpm to 2000gpm. The fog nozzles placed on these types of appliances are

made to handle that high of flow rate. Even with that high of flow rate, these fog nozzles are

still made with spray pattern adjustments and in the automatic or manually adjustable styles.

5. Variations

Fog nozzles are made in different styles and sizes. The two styles to choose from are the

automatic fog nozzles and the manually adjustable fog nozzles. Both of these nozzles can be

adjusted for the gallons per minute a firefighter needs to do the job. The automatic fog nozzle

relies on a constant pressure at the nozzle. The firefighter can operate the open-close handle,

and the nozzle will adjust the rate of flow by itself. This will give the firefighter the best flow

rate with the given amount of water. The manually adjustable fog nozzle works differently.

On these types of nozzles there is a flow adjustment bezel around the tip of nozzle. Usually

the 60gpm (gallons per minute), 95gpm, and the 125gpm flow rate selection settings are on

the bezel; depending on the size of the nozzle. The firefighter can select one of these settings

before or after the nozzle is opened. Once one of these gallon settings has been selected and

supplied with the appropriate pressure, the flow rate will remain consistent with the gallons

per minute selected.

6. Pattern

All styles of fog nozzles have a spray pattern adjustment. These nozzles can produce three

different types of streams; the straight stream, the narrow-angle cone, and the wide-angle

cone. Each of these types of streams is used for different purposes. The straight stream can be

used for long reach. The narrow-angle cone can be used for advancing an attack line into a

structure or the fire room. Protection and ventilation is the typical use of the wide-angle fog

pattern. These types of spray patterns assist the firefighter in accomplishing his or her fire

suppression efforts.
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7. Hazardous Materials Appliances

Some fire departments keep special appliances for dealing with hazardous materials, or

"HazMat". These are of several types, from those used to clean spilled oil on streets and

highways, to full decontamination units, designed to clean victims and rescuers of

contaminants after an incident.

8. Logistical Support Appliances

Many fire departments operate a number of vehicles in specialised logistical functions. These

can be stand alone vehicles, or may be modular, such as with the use of a 'hookloader' system

Sometimes hookloaders are used for seldom-used equipment. A hookloader can load a

container very rapidly and act as a special unit with lower investment costs. For example, the

Helsinki Rescue Department in Finland has several hookloader trucks and more than 40

containers including a water container, a hose container, an oil destruction container.

Containers may also carry a command post, material for catastrophes, hoses and pumps for

forest fires, even field hospitals, or for example, high-power pumps.

9. Design and construction

Many fire appliances around the world are based on standard truck or lorry models, which are

upgraded to the specifications required by the purchasing department. In the United States, a

majority of fire trucks are specially designed from the chassis to the cab and body. This has

led to the use of the term custom fire truck, as opposed to a commercial chassis and cab.

Modifications a fire appliance might undergo include adjustments for higher durability,

removal of any speed limiter, and adjustments for long periods of idling at a higher

temperature. This may be accomplished by heavy duty suspensions, brakes, tires, alternator,

transmission and cooling systems. It is also usual to upgrade the capacity of the electrics of

the vehicle, in order to accommodate the use of additional electrical and electronic

equipment. Fire appliances have audible and visual warnings, to protect themselves from

traffic, and make themselves seen to other units at an incident. In many countries, use of the

audible and visual warnings affords the driver a degree of exemption from road traffic laws

(such as the right to exceed speed limits, treat red stop lights as give way etc.) and may also
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infer a duty on other motorists to move out of the direction of passage of the fire vehicle (or

face possible prosecution).

10. Visual warnings

Visual warnings on a fire appliance can be of two types - either passive or active.

11. Passive visual warnings

The passive visual warnings involve the use of high contrast patterns. Older vehicles (and

those in developing countries) are more likely to have their patterns painted on, whereas

modern appliances often carry retro-reflective designs which reflect light from car headlights

or torches. Patterns include 'checker board' (alternate coloured squares, sometimes called

'battenburg markings', named after a type of cake), chevrons (arrowheads - often pointed

towards the front of the vehicle if on the side, or pointing vertically upwards if on the rear) or

stripes (along the side - these were the first type or retro-reflective devices introduced, as the

original retro-reflective material came only in tape form). In some countries, in addition to

retro-reflective markings, vehicles are now painted a bright yellow or orange, although in

many other countries, red remains the colour for fire engines.

Another passive marking is the word FIRE, RESCUE or local language variant spelled out in

reverse on the front of the vehicle. This enables drivers of other vehicles to more easily

identify an approaching fire service vehicle in their rear view mirrors. The appliance may

also display a telephone number which may be used to summon assistance, along with the

name of the operating department or station identifier.

12. Active visual warnings

The active visual warnings are usually in the form of flashing coloured lights (also known as

'beacons' or 'lightbars'). These flash in order to attract the attention of other road users as the

fire appliance approaches, or to provide warning to motorists approaching a stopped

appliance in a dangerous position on the road. Common colours for fire warning beacons are

blue and red. The beacons can be made to flash, the original method was to place a spinning

mirror which moves around a light bulb, called a 'rotating beacon'. More modern methods

include the use of strobe lights, which are usually brighter, and can be programmed to

produce specific patterns (such as a left -> right pattern when parked on the left hand side of
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the road, indicating to other road users that they should move out away from the vehicle).

There is also the more widespread use of LED flashing lights as they are low profile and low

energy.

13. Audible warnings

In addition to visual warnings, most appliances are also fitted with audible warnings,

sometimes known as sirens, which can alert people and vehicles to the presence of an

emergency vehicle before they can be seen. The first audible warnings were mechanical bells,

mounted to either the front or roof of the truck. Most vehicles are now fitted with electronic

sirens, which can produce a range of different noises. Fire service driving training often

includes the use of different noises depending on traffic conditions and manoeuvre being

performed. For instance, on a clear road, approaching a junction, the 'wail' setting may be

used, which gives a long up and down variation, with an unbroken tone, whereas, in heavy

slow traffic, a 'yelp' setting may be preferred, which is like a wail, but sped up. The speakers

for modern sirens can be located in several places on the vehicle, including being integral to

the lightbar, or hidden in the grille. Some vehicles may also be fitted with airhorn audible

warnings. A number of North American fire departments have returned to the 'acoustic' or

'air' traditional siren as its overtones help the public 'locate' and avoid the firetruck--the newer

electronic signals disperse almost pure tones which are hard to locate, especially in city

'canyons' of buildings.

A development is the use of the RDS system of car radios, whereby the vehicle can be fitted

with a short range FM transmitter, set to RDS code 31, which interrupts the radio of all cars

within range, in the manner of a traffic broadcast, but in such a way that the user of the

receiving radio is unable to opt out of the message (as with traffic broadcasts). This feature is

built in to all RDS radios for use in national emergency broadcast systems, but short range

units on emergency vehicles can prove an effective means of alerting traffic to their presence,

although is not able to alert pedestrians and non-RDS radio users.
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14. Additional equipment

Firefighters may also have a range of additional equipment available to them, which may

include:

 Two Way Radio - One of the most important pieces of equipment. Many services have

moved from traditional UHF/VHF sets, which can be monitored externally, to more secure

systems, such as those working on a GSM system, such as TETRA

 Mobile Data Terminal - Many appliances are fitted with Mobile Data Terminals (or MDTs),

which are connected wirelessly to a central computer, and enable firefighters to call up details

such as incident logs, maps of locations or exclusion zones.

 Evidence gathering CCTV - Some fire vehicles can be fitted with video cameras used to

record activity. They may also be fitted with sound recording facilities. This is used for the

protection of the crew (and evidence of any assaults or intimidation of the firefighters) or can

be used as evidence relating to the incident itself.

 Ramming pads - These rubberised pads are fitted to the chassis of the appliance, to allow the

vehicle to be used as a battering ram, or to push other vehicles off the road in an emergency.

15. CampbellShopping Complex fire inferno

The Campbell Shopping Complex fire was a major disaster in Malaysia which took place on

8 April 1976 at Jalan Campbell (now Jalan Dang Wangi), Kuala Lumpur. The entire

shopping complex including its 20 storey office tower block were completely destroyed in a

fire. It was Malaysia's first towering inferno and the worst fire disaster involving a highrise

building to date. The fire, which started at 10.30 pm, lasted for nearly 30 hours, claiming the

life of one victim, Yap Leong Hoem, 59, as well as the total losses of RM50 million. The

cause of the fire was an electrical short circuit.

The building was burnt for nearly 30 hours and fortunately, it did not collapse entirely as one

section of the podium had collapsed due to the intense heat. The building was only three

years old at the time of the blaze, having being opened in 1973 which was at that time Kuala

Lumpur's first highrise shopping complex. It was kept under repair and reconstructed for a

few years after the blaze before it was reopened to the public around 1979.
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16. Sawtooth Complex fire

The Sawtooth Complex fire was a group of wildfires in San Bernardino County in the U.S.

state of California in the summer of 2006. The Complex was made up of the Sawtooth,

Waters, and Ridge fires, and burnt in chaparral two miles (3.2 km) east of Yucca Valley.

The Sawtooth Complex fire was started by lightning on July 9, 2006 at 8:30 am PDT. The

fire burned 61,700 acres (250 km) and destroyed 50 homes, 8 mobile homes, 13 garages, 171

outbuildings, 191 cars and pick up trucks, 3 R.V.s, 27 trailers, 2 railcars, 9 tractors. 12

residences were damaged. There were 17 minor injuries and 1 civilian fatality.

Residents of Pioneertown, Skyline Ranch, Pipes Canyon, Gamma Gulch, northern

MorongoValley, Burns Canyonand Rimrock were placed under mandatory evacuations.

Pioneertown is the site of several historic structures dating back to 1940s Hollywoodfilm

production. While some buildings in Pioneertown were destroyed, the historic structures were

spared. At 5:00 pm PDT on July 14, the Sawtooth Complex fire merged with the Millard

Complex fire. The fire was 100% contained on July 18

Topic Objective:

 Fire protection engineering

 Education

 Professional registration

 Fog nozzle

 Deluge Gun

 Roles

 Variations

 Pattern

 Goals of firefighting

 Prevention

 Self-preservation

 Occupational health and safety

 Rescue operations

 Communication and command structure

 Structure fires
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Definition/Overview:

Fire protection engineering: Fireprotection engineering (also known as fire engineering or

fire safety engineering) is the application of science and engineering principles to protect

people and their environments from the destructive effects of fire and smoke.

Key Points:

1. Fire protection engineering

In practice, fire protection engineers typically identify risks and design safeguards that aid in

preventing, controlling, and mitigating the effects of fires. Fire protection engineers assist

architects in evaluating buildings' life safety and property protection goals. FPEs are also

employed as fire investigators, including such very large-scale cases as the analysis of the

collapse of the World Trade Centers. NASA uses fire protection engineers in its space

program to help improve safety.

2. History

Fire protection engineering (FPE) can lay a claim to roots dating as far back as Ancient

Rome, when the Emperor Nero ordered the city to be rebuilt utilizing passive fire protection

methods, such as space separation and non-combustible building materials, after a

catastrophic fire. The discipline of fire protection engineering emerged in the early 20th

century as a distinct discipline, separate from civil, mechanical and chemical engineering, in

response to new fire problems posed by the Industrial Revolution. Fire protection engineers

of this era concerned themselves with devising methods to protect large factories, particularly

spinning mills and other manufacturing properties. Another motivation to organize the

discipline, define practices and conduct research to support innovations became clear in

response to catastrophic conflagrations and mass urban fires that swept many major cities

during the latter half of the 19th century.

In 1903 the first degree program in fire protection engineering was initiated as the Armour

Institute of Technology (later becoming part of the Illinois Institute of Technology).

As the 20th Century emerged, several catastrophic fires resulted in changes to buildings

codes to better protect people and property from fire. It was only in the latter half of the 20th

Century that fire protection engineering emerged as a unique engineering profession. The

primary reason for this emergence was the development of the body of knowledge, specific to

the profession that occurred after 1950. Other factors contributing to the growth of the

profession include the start of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers in 1950, the
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emergence of independent consulting fire protection engineers, and the promulgation of

engineering standards for fire protection.

3. Education

Fire protection engineers, like their counterparts in other engineering and scientific

disciplines, undertake a formal course of education and continuing professional development

to acquire and maintain their competence. This education typically includes foundation

studies in mathematics, physics, chemistry, and technical writing. Professional engineering

studies focus students on acquiring proficiency in material science, statics, dynamics,

thermodynamics, fluid dynamics, heat transfer, engineering economics, ethics, Systems in

engineering, reliability, and environmental psychology. Specialized studies in combustion,

probabilistic risk assessment or risk management, the design of fire suppression systems, the

application and interpretation of model building codes, and the measurement and simulation

of fire phenomena complete most curricula.

In the United States, the University of Maryland (UMD) offers the only ABET-accredited

B.S. degree program in Fire Protection Engineering, as well as graduate degrees and a

distance M.Eng. program. Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) offers a M.S. and a Ph.D. in

Fire Protection Engineering. Oklahoma StateUniversity offers a B.S. in Fire Protection and

Safety Technology. Other institutions, such as the University of Kansas, Illinois Institute of

Technology, Universityof California, Berkeley, and University of HoustonDowntown have

offered courses in Fire Protection Engineering or technology.

In Europe, the University of Edinburgh has been among the first universities to offer a degree

in Fire Engineering and had its first research group in fire in the 1970's (these activities are

now conducted at the new BRE Centre for Fire Safety Engineering). Other European

Universities active in the fire engineering are LundUniversity, Stord/Haugesund University

College, University of Central Lancashire, Universityof Manchester, Universityof Ulster,

Universityof Leeds, Universityof Greenwich and London SouthBank University.

4. Professional registration

Suitably qualified and experienced fire protection engineers may qualify for registration as a

professional engineer. The recognition of fire protection engineering as a separate discipline

varies from state to state in the United States. Few countries outside the United States

regulate the professional practice of fire protection engineering as a discipline, although they

may restrict the use of the title engineer in association with its practice.

The titles fire engineer and fire safety engineer tend to be preferred outside the United States,

especially in the United Kingdom and Commonwealth countries influenced by the British fire
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service. Some proponents of the title fire safety engineer assert that the title fire protection

engineersuggests a concern only with the design of active fire protection systems, such as

automatic fire sprinklers, fire detection, fire alarm systems, smoke management systems,

gaseous fire suppression and other special hazard systems. The advocates of the title fire

safety engineer suggest it more accurately indicates an interest in both preventive and

protective measures. Those who prefer the title fire engineer suggest that it encompasses a

broader range of professional activities associated with fire risk management, including the

management of fire services. All titles are widely recognised. The Institution of Fire

Engineers is one international organization that qualifies many aspects of the training and

qualifications of fire engineers.

5. Fog nozzle

A fog nozzle is a firefighting hose nozzle that breaks the water that flows through it into tiny

droplets of water. The theory is that small droplets of water create more surface area than a

solid stream created by a smooth bore nozzle. The water absorbs the heat, turns into steam,

and displaces the oxygen, smothering the fire. With the increase of surface area, this job is

done quicker. Specially designed fog nozzles (with no stream adjustment) have been certified

by Underwriters Laboratories (UL) for use on Class B & C hazards.

6. Deluge Gun

A deluge gun, fire monitor, master stream, or deck gun is an aimable controllable high-

capacity water jet used for manual firefighting or automatic fire protection systems. Fire

monitors are often designed to accommodate foam which has been injected in the upstream

piping. Fire monitors are often fitted to fire boats and on top of large firetrucks for use in

manual fire fighting efforts. Fire monitors are also used in fixed fire protection systems to

protect high hazards, such as aviation hangars and helicopter landing pads. Most apparatus-

mounted fire monitors can be directed by a single firefighter, compared to a standard fire

hose which normally requires several. Fire Monitors can also be automatically positioned for

fixed systems. They can pump up to, and sometimes over, 2000 gallons per minute (126 litres

per second).
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7. Roles

Fog nozzles play an important part in firefighting tactics. These types of nozzles are very

versatile and can accommodate different sizes of fire hose and fire streams. They can be used

for protection and for fire attack. When given the appropriate nozzle pressure and water

supply, they are effective for any fire ground situation.

Fog nozzles are typically used with fire attack hand lines. Most hand lines are 1 1/2, 1 3/4,

and 2 1/2 diameter fire hose. The fog nozzle that will be used on each size of fire hose is

made to handle the maximum gallons per minute (GPM) rating that the fire hose can handle.

There are fog nozzles that are used with master stream appliances also. A master stream can

flow between 350gpm to 2000gpm. The fog nozzles placed on these types of appliances are

made to handle that high of flow rate. Even with that high of flow rate, these fog nozzles are

still made with spray pattern adjustments and in the automatic or manually adjustable styles.

8. Variations

Fog nozzles are made in different styles and sizes. The two styles to choose from are the

automatic fog nozzles and the manually adjustable fog nozzles. Both of these nozzles can be

adjusted for the gallons per minute a firefighter needs to do the job. The automatic fog nozzle

relies on a constant pressure at the nozzle. The firefighter can operate the open-close handle,

and the nozzle will adjust the rate of flow by itself. This will give the firefighter the best flow

rate with the given amount of water. The manually adjustable fog nozzle works differently.

On these types of nozzles there is a flow adjustment bezel around the tip of nozzle. Usually

the 60gpm (gallons per minute), 95gpm, and the 125gpm flow rate selection settings are on

the bezel; depending on the size of the nozzle. The firefighter can select one of these settings

before or after the nozzle is opened. Once one of these gallon settings has been selected and

supplied with the appropriate pressure, the flow rate will remain consistent with the gallons

per minute selected.

9. Pattern

All styles of fog nozzles have a spray pattern adjustment. These nozzles can produce three

different types of streams; the straight stream, the narrow-angle cone, and the wide-angle

cone. Each of these types of streams is used for different purposes. The straight stream can be
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used for long reach. The narrow-angle cone can be used for advancing an attack line into a

structure or the fire room. Protection and ventilation is the typical use of the wide-angle fog

pattern. These types of spray patterns assist the firefighter in accomplishing his or her fire

suppression efforts.

10. Goals of firefighting

Aside from the main task of extinguishing fires, the goals of firefighting are (in order) saving

lives, saving property, and protecting the environment. Firefighting is an inherently difficult

occupation. As such, the skills required for safe operations are regularly practiced during

training evolutions throughout a firefighters career. In the United States, the preeminent fire

training and standards organization is the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Often

initial firefighting skills are taught during a local, regional, or state approved fire academy.

Depending on the requirements of a department, additional skills and certifications such as

technical rescue and Para-medicine may also be taught at this time.

Firefighters work closely with other emergency response agencies, most particularly local

and state police departments. As every fire scene is technically a crime scene until deemed

otherwise by a qualified investigator, there is often overlap between the responsibilities of

responding firefighters and police officers such as evidence and scene protection, initial

observations of first respondents, and chain of evidence issues. The increasing role of

firefighters in providing emergency medical services also brings firefighters into common

overlap with law enforcement. One example of this is a common state law requiring all

gunshot wounds to be reported to law enforcement agencies. Most career (full time, paid)

firefighters in North Americaare represented by the International Association of Fire Fighters.

Fire fighting has several basic skills: prevention, self preservation, rescue, preservation of

property and fire control. Firefighting is further broken down into skills which include size-

up, extinguishing, ventilation, and salvage and overhaul. Search and Rescue, which has

already been mentioned, is performed early in any fire scenario and many times is in unison

with extinguishing and ventilation.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

15
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



11. Prevention

Prevention attempts to ensure that no place simultaneously has sufficient heat, fuel and air to

allow ignition and combustion. Fernando Cardona, the leading researcher in fire prevention is

accredited with much of the advancement and improvement to modern fire fighting

technique. Most prevention programs are directed at controlling the energy of activation

(heat).

Fire suppression systems have a proven record for controlling and extinguishing unwanted

fires. Many fire officials recommend that every building, including residences, have fire

sprinkler systems. Correctly working sprinklers in a residence greatly reduce the risk of death

from a fire. With the small rooms typical of a residence, one or two sprinklers can cover most

rooms. In addition, a major duty of fire services is the regular inspection of buildings to

ensure they are up to the current building fire codes, which are enforced so that a building can

sufficiently resist fire spread, potential hazards are located, and to ensure that occupants can

be safely evacuated, commensurate with the risks involved.

Other methods of fire prevention are by directing efforts to reduce known hazardous

conditions or by preventing dangerous acts before tragedy strikes. This is normally

accomplished in many innovative ways such as conducting presentations, distributing safety

brochures, providing news articles, writing public safety announcements(PSAs) or

establishing meaningful displays in well-visited areas. Ensuring that each household has

working smoke alarms, is educated in the proper techniques of fire safety, has an evacuation

route and rendezvous point is of top priority in public education for most fire prevention

teams in almost all fire department localities.

12. Self-preservation

Self-preservation is very critical. The basic technique firefighters use is to know where they

are, and to avoid hazards. Current standards in the United States recommend that firefighters

work in teams, using a "two-in, two-out" rule whenever in an IDLH (Immediately Dangerous

to Life or Health) environment.

Tools are generally carried at all times and are important for not only forcible entry but also

for self rescue. A Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) delivers air to the firefighter
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through a full face mask and is worn to protect against smoke inhalation, toxic fumes, and

super heated gasses. A special device called a Personal Alert Safety System (PASS) is

commonly worn independently or as a part of the SCBA to alert others when a firefighter

stops moving for a specified period of time or manually operates the device. The PASS

device sounds an alarm that can assist another firefighter (Firefighter Assist and Search

Team), in locating the firefighter in distress.

Firefighters often carry personal self rescue ropes. The ropes are generally 30 feet long and

can provide a firefighter (that has enough time to deploy the rope) a partially controlled exit

out an elevated window. Lack of a personal rescue rope is cited in the deaths of two New

York City Firefighters, Lt. John Bellew and Lt. Curtis Meyran, who died after they jumped

from a fourth floor of a burning apartment building in the Bronx. Of the four firefighters who

jumped and survived only one of them had a self rescue rope. Since the incident the Fire

Department of New York City has issued self rescue ropes to their firefighters. In the United

States, 25% of fatalities to firefighters are caused by vehicle accidents while responding to or

returning from an incident. Many firefighters are also injured or killed by vehicles while

working at an incident (Paulison 2005). However, a large percentage of firefighters also

succumb to heart disease, in the line of duty.

13. Occupational health and safety

13.1. Cardiovascular disease

Firefighting has long been associated with poor cardiovascular outcomes. In the United

States, the most common cause of on-duty fatalities for firefighters is sudden cardiac

death. In addition to personal factors that may predispose an individual to coronary artery

disease or other cardiovascular diseases, occupational exposures can significantly

increase a firefighter's risk. For instance, carbon monoxide, present in nearly all fire

environments, and hydrogen cyanide, formed during the combustion of paper, cotton,

plastics, and other substances containing carbon and nitrogen, interfere with the transport

of oxygen in the body. Hypoxia can then lead to heart injury. In addition, chronic

exposure to particulate matter in smoke is associated with atherosclerosis. Noise

exposures may contribute to hypertension and possibly ischemic heart disease. Other

factors associated with firefighting, such as stress, heat stress, and heavy physical

exertion, also increase the risk of cardiovascular events.
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13.2. Structural collapses

Another leading cause of death during firefighting is structural collapse of part of a

burning building (e.g. a wall, floor, ceiling, roof, or truss system). Structural collapse,

which often occurs without warning, may crush or trap on-duty firefighters. To avoid loss

of life, all on-duty firefighters should maintain two-way communication with the incident

commander and be equipped with a Personal Alert Safety System device (PASS).

13.3. Rescue

Rescue operations consist of searching for and removing trapped occupants of hazardous

conditions. Animals may also be recovered, if resources and conditions permit. Generally

triage and first aid are performed outside, as removal from the hazardous atmosphere is

the primary goal in preserving life. Search patterns include movement against room walls

(to prevent rescuers from becoming lost or disoriented) and methodical searches of

specific areas by designated teams. Unlike a fire control team, a rescue team typically

moves faster, but has no hose to follow out to safety through the smoky darkness. A

rescue rope may be needed for tethering a team involved in exceptionally dangerous

conditions.

13.4. Incident commanders

Incident commanders also arrange for standby search and rescue teams to assist if

firefighters become lost, trapped, or injured. Such teams are commonly, and often

interchangeably, known as Rapid Intervention Teams (RIT), or Firefighter Assist and

Search Teams (FAST). According to "two-in, two-out", the only time it is permissible for

a team of firefighters to enter a burning structure without backup in place outside is when

they are operating in what is known as "Rescue Mode". Rescue Mode occurs when

firefighters have arrived at the scene, and it is readily apparent that there are occupants

trapped inside who need immediate rescue. At such a time, properly equipped firefighters

(exercising good judgment tempered by training and experience) may enter the structure

and proceed directly to victims in need of rescue, RIT will then be put in place when

resources permit. The Worcester Cold Storage Warehouse fire provides a stark example

of disoriented rescuers perishing when their air supply was exhausted during a fruitless

primary search and subsequent RIT searches.
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Searches for trapped victims are exhaustively detailed, often including searches of

cupboards, closets, and under beds. The search is divided into two stages, the primary and

secondary. The primary search is conducted quickly and thoroughly, typically beginning

in the area closest to the fire as it is subjected to the highest risk of exposure. The

secondary search only begins once the fire is under control, and is always (resources and

personnel permitting) performed by a different team from that which did the primary

search.

14. Rescue operations

Rescue operations may also involve the extrication of victims of motor vehicle crashes

(abbreviated MVC). Here firefighters use spreaders, cutters, and hydraulic rams, collectively

called hydraulic rescue toolsknown better to the public as Jaws of Lifeto remove metal from

the patient, followed by actually removing the patient, usually on a backboard with collar,

and transferring to a waiting ambulance crew in the cold zone. More technical forms of

rescue include subsets such as rope rescue, swiftwater rescue, confined space rescue, and

trench rescue. These types of rescue are often extremely hazardous and physically

demanding. They also require extensive technical training. NFPA regulation 1006 and 1670

state that a "rescuer" must have medical training to perform any technical rescue operation.

Accordingly, firefighters involved in rescue operations have some kind of medical training as

first responders, emergency medical technicians, paramedics or nurses.

Searching a building is normally a two to three man team. The most common way to search a

building that is filled with smoke is to crawl on hands and knees with an axe (or any other

tool) in the firefighter's left hand. The firefighter will keep one hand on the wall, or a foot in

contact at all times with the wall. And scoot himself forward, swinging the handle of the axe

back and forth, searching for any objects in his way. If the object moves when touched, it

might be a person. Depending on the sound/feel it gives back, he can check what ever the

object was. If it's not a person, he will continue down along the wall.

Meanwhile his buddy/buddies have their right hand in contact with the lead firefighter's left

ankle and scooting with them. This way they cover a far larger spread of ground. Once the

person(s) is found, they will drag, carry, push, any way possible really, they will move the

victim back the way they came because they know the way they went was safe.
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It is also important to remember that the Firefighter needs to check the floor before he moves

into the room. Once going into the room, he will go right, and follow the right wall.

ALWAYS. Next, when in a group of 3, the 2nd in the search line will go into most rooms,

check it over, and then return out. (This is when doing a very detailed search because location

of the victim is unknown)

15. Communication and command structure

The expedient and accurate handling of fire alarms or calls are significant factors in the

successful outcome of any incident. Fire department communications play a critical role in

that successful outcome. Fire department communications include the methods by which the

public can notify the communications center of an emergency, the methods by which the

center can notify the proper fire fighting forces, and the methods by which information is

exchanged at the scene. A telecommunicator (often referred to as a dispatcher) has a role

different but just as important as other emergency personnel. The telecommunicator must

process calls from unknown and unseen individuals, usually calling under stressful

conditions. He/she must be able to obtain complete, reliable information from the caller and

prioritize requests for assistance. It is the dispatcher's responsibility to bring order to chaos.

While some fire departments are large enough to utilize their own telecommunication

dispatcher, most rural and small areas rely on a central dispatcher to provide handling of fire,

rescue and police services. Firefighters are trained to use communications equipment to

receive alarms, give and receive commands, request assistance, and report on conditions.

Since firefighters from different agencies routinely provide mutual aid to each other, and

routinely operate at incidents where other emergency services are present, it is essential to

have structures in place to establish a unified chain of command, and share information

between agencies. The U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency has established a

National Incident Management System. One component of this system is the Incident

Command System.

All radio communication in the United States is under authorization from the Federal

Communications Commission (FCC); as such, fire departments that operate radio equipment

must hold radio licenses from the FCC. Ten codes were popular in the early days of radio

equipment because of poor transmission and reception. Advances in modern radio technology

have reduced the need for ten-codes and many departments have converted to simple English
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(clear text). ANew York City fireman calls for ten more rescue workers to make their way

into the rubble of the World TradeCenter.

16. Structure fires

16.1. A firefighter of the ACT Fire Brigade

Buildings that are made of flammable materials such as wood are different from so called

"fire-resistant" buildings such as concrete high-rises. Generally, a "fire-resistant" building

is designed to limit fire to a small area or floor. Other floors can be safe simply by

preventing smoke inhalation and damage. All buildings suspected of being on fire must

be evacuated, regardless of fire rating.

While sometimes fires can be limited to small areas of a structure, wider collateral

damage due to smoke, water, and burning embers is common. Utility shutoff (such as gas

and electricity) is typically an early priority of arriving fire crews. Furthermore, fire

prevention can take on a special meaning for property where hazardous materials are

being used or stored.

16.2. ACTFB fire trucks

Some fire fighting tactics may appear to be destructive, but often serve specific needs. For

example, during "ventilation" firefighters are often forced to open holes in the roof or

floors of a structure (called "vertical ventilation") or open windows or walls (called

"horizontal ventilation") to remove smoke and heated gases from the interior of the

structure. Such ventilation methods are also used to locate victims quicker as visibility

increases and to help preserve the life of trapped or unconscious individuals due to the

poisonous gases inside of the structure. Vertical Ventilation is absolutely vital to

firefighter safety in the event of a Flashover or Backdraft scenario. Releasing the

flammable gasses through the roof often eliminates the possibility of a backdraft and by

the removal of heat the possibility of a flashover is reduced significantly. Flashovers, due

to their intense heat (900 - 1200 degrees fahrenheit) and explosive temperaments are

almost always fatal to firefighter personnel. Precautionary methods, such as busting a

window out, often reveal backdraft situations before the firefighter enters the structure

and is met with the circumstance head-on. Firefighter safety is the number one priority.
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Whenever possible, movable property is moved into the middle of a room and covered

with a heavy cloth tarp (a "salvage cover"). Other steps may be taken to divert or remove

fire flow runoff (thus salvaging property by avoiding unnecessary damage),

retrieving/protecting valuables found during suppression or overhaul, and boarding

windows, roofs and doors against the elements and looters.

16.3. Fire control

Fire control (or fire fighting) consists of depriving a fire of fuel (Reducing Agent),

oxygen (Oxidizing Agent), heat and/or the chemical chain reaction that are necessary to

sustain itself or re-kindle (also known as the four components of The Fire Tetrahedron).

Firefighters are equipped with a wide variety of equipment to accomplish this task. Some

of their tools include ladder trucks, pumper trucks, tanker trucks, fire hose, and fire

extinguishers. Very frequent training and refresher training is required.

Structure fires may be attacked, generally, either by "interior" or "exterior" resources, or

both. Interior crews, using the "two-in, two out" rule, may advance hose lines inside the

building, find the fire and cool it with water. Exterior crews may direct water into

windows or other openings, or against other nearby fuels exposed to the initial fire. A

proper command structure will plan and coordinate the various teams and equipment to

safely execute each tactic. Firefighters trying to save an abandoned

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Wildfire

 Fire Propagation

 Wildfire Behaviors

 French models of wildfires

Definition/Overview:

Wildfire : A wildfire, also known as a wildland fire, forest fire, brush fire, vegetation fire,

grass fire, peat fire, bushfire (in Australasia), or hill fire, is an uncontrolled fire often

occurring in wildland areas, but which can also consume houses or agricultural resources.
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Common causes include lightning, human carelessness, arson, volcano eruption, pyroclastic

cloud from active volcano, and underground coal fire. Heat waves, droughts, and cyclical

climate changes such as El Nio can also dramatically increase the risk of wildfires. The word

"wildfire" was once a synonym for Greek fire as well as a word for any furious or destructive

conflagration. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the earliest known usages are

specifically for lightning-caused conflagrations. The modern usage may have arisen in part

from people misunderstanding the expression "spread like wildfire".

Key Points:

1. Wildfire

Wildfires tend to be most common and severe during years of drought and occur on days of

strong winds. With extensive urbanization of wildlands, these fires often involve destruction

of suburban homes located in the wildland urban interface, a zone of transition between

developed areas and undeveloped wildland. Today it is generally accepted that wildfires are a

natural part of the ecosystem of numerous wildlands, where some plants have evolved to

survive fires by a variety of strategies (from possessing reserve shoots that sprout after a fire,

to fire-resistant seeds), or even encourage fire (for example eucalypts contain flammable oils

in their leaves) as a way to eliminate competition from less fire-tolerant species. Smoke,

charred wood, and head are common fire cues that stimulate the germination of seeds. In

2004, researchers discovered that exposure to smoke from burning plants actually promotes

germination in other types of plants by inducing the production of the orange butenolide.

However, many ecosystems are suffering from too much fire such as the chaparral in

southern California and lower elevation deserts in the American Southwest. The increased

fire frequency in these areas has caused the elimination of native plant communities and has

replaced them with non-native weeds. These weeds create a positive feedback loop,

increasing fire frequency even more.On occasions, wildfires have caused large-scale damage

to private or public property, destroying many homes and causing deaths, particularly when

they have reached urban-fringe communities. Wildfires are extremely dangerous, but some

are purposely caused. The evaporation of water in plants is balanced by water absorbed from

the soil. Below this threshold, the plants dry out and under stress release the flammable gas

ethylene. A consequence of a long hot and dry period is therefore that the air contains

flammable essences and plants are drier and highly flammable.
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2. Fire Propagation

The propagation of the fire has three mechanisms:

2.1.Crawling fire

The fire spreads via low level vegetation (e.g., bushes)

2.2.Crown fire

A fire that "crowns" (spreads to the top branches of trees) can spread at an incredible pace

through the top of a forest. Crown fires can be extremely dangerous to all inhabitants

underneath, as they may spread faster than they can be outrun, particularly on windy

days.

2.3.Jumping fire and spotting fire

Burning branches and leaves are carried by the wind and start distant fires; the fire can

thus "jump" over a road, river, or even a firebreak. In Australian bushfires, spot fires have

been documented "up to 10 km ahead of the fire front.

3. Wildfire Behaviors

The Nevada Bureau of Land Management identifies several different wildfire behaviors. For

example, extreme fire behavior includes wide rates of spread, prolific crowning and/or

spotting, the presence of fire whirls, or a strong convection column. Extreme wildfires behave

erratically and unpredictably.

In southern California, under the influence of Santa Ana winds, wildfires can move at

incredible speeds, up to 40 miles (60 km) in a single day, consuming up to 1,000 acres (4 km)

per hour. Dense clouds of burning embers push relentlessly ahead of the flames crossing

firebreaks without pause. The powerful updraft caused by a large wildfire will draw in air

from surrounding areas. These self-generated winds can lead to a phenomenon known as a

firestorm.
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4. French models of wildfires

French models of wildfires dictate that a fire's front line will take on the characteristic shape

of a pear; the major axis being aligned with the wind. In the case of the fires in southeastern

France, the speed of the fire is estimated to be 3% to 8% of the speed of the wind, depending

on the conditions (density and type of vegetation, slope). Other models predict an elliptical

shape when the ground is flat and the vegetation is homogeneous.

Another type of wildfire is the smouldering fire. It involves the slow combustion of surface

fuels without generating flame, spreading slowly and steadily. It can linger for days or weeks

after flaming has ceased, resulting in potential large quantities of fuel consumed and

becoming a global source of emissions to the atmosphere. It heats the duff and mineral layers,

affecting the roots, seeds and plant stems at the ground.

Since 1997, in Kalimantan and East Sumatra, Indonesia, there is a type of continuous

smouldering fire on the peat bogs that burns underground for years without any supply of

oxygen. The underground fire ignited new forest fires each year during dry season

In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
Building Construction

Fire Department Structure And Management

Fire Department Facilities And Equipment

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student would be able to:

 Types of construction projects

 Building construction

 Industrial construction

 Construction processes

 Design team

 Financial advisors

 Legal considerations
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 Interaction of expertise

 Procurement

 Traditional

 Design and build

 Management procurement systems

 Authority having jurisdiction

Definition/Overview:

Construction: In the fields of architecture and civil engineering, construction is a process

that consists of the building or assembling of infrastructure. Far from being a single activity,

large scale construction is a feat of multitasking. Normally the job is managed by the project

manager and supervised by the construction manager, design engineer, construction engineer

or project architect.

Key Points:

1. Construction

For the successful execution of a project, effective planning is essential. Those involved with

the design and execution of the infrastructure in question must consider the environmental

impact of the job, the successful scheduling, budgeting, site safety, availability of materials,

logistics, inconvenience to the public caused by construction delays, preparing tender

documents, etc.

1. Types of construction projects

In general, there are three types of construction:

 Building construction

 Heavy/civil construction

 Industrial construction

1.1.Building construction

Building construction is the process of adding structure to real property. The vast majority

of building construction projects are small renovations, such as addition of a room, or
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renovation of a bathroom. Often, the owner of the property acts as laborer, paymaster, and

design team for the entire project. However, all building construction projects include

some elements in common - design, financial, and legal considerations. Many projects of

varying sizes reach undesirable end results, such as structural collapse, cost overruns,

and/or litigation reason, those with experience in the field make detailed plans and

maintain careful oversight during the project to ensure a positive outcome.

Building construction is procured privately or publicly utilizing various delivery

methodologies, including hard bid, negotiated price, traditional, management contracting,

construction management-at-risk, design & build and design-build bridging.

Residential construction practices, technologies, and resources must conform to local

building authority regulations and codes of practice. Materials readily available in the

area generally dictate the construction materials used (e.g. brick versus stone, versus

timber). Cost of construction on a per square metre (or per square foot) basis for houses

can vary dramatically based on site conditions, local regulations, economies of scale

(custom designed homes are always more expensive to build) and the availability of

skilled tradespeople. As residential (as well as all other types of construction) can

generate a lot of waste, careful planning again is needed here.

The most popular method of residential construction in the United States is wood

framed construction. As efficiency codes have come into effect in recent years, new

construction technologies and methods have emerged. University Construction

Management departments are on the cutting edge of the newest methods of

construction intended to improve efficiency, performance and reduce construction

waste.

Building construction is the process of adding structure to real property. The vast

majority of building construction projects is small renovations, such as addition of a

room, or renovation of a bathroom. Often, the owner of the property acts as laborer,

paymaster, and design team for the entire project. However, all building construction

projects include some elements in common - design, financial, and legal

considerations. Many projects of varying sizes reach undesirable end results, such as
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structural collapse, cost overruns, and/or litigation reason; those with experience in

the field make detailed plans and maintain careful oversight during the project to

ensure a positive outcome. Building construction is produced privately or publicly

utilizing various delivery methodologies including hard-bid, negotiated price,

traditional management-at-risk design build and design build bridging

1.2.Industrial construction

Industrial construction, though a relatively small part of the entire construction industry,

is a very important component. Owners of these projects are usually large, for-profit,

industrial corporations. These corporations can be found in such industries as medicine,

petroleum, chemical, power generation, manufacturing, etc. Processes in these industries

require highly specialized expertise in planning, design, and construction. As in building

and heavy/highway construction, this type of construction requires a team of individuals

to ensure a successful project.

2. Construction processes

2.1.Design team

In the modern industrialized world, construction usually involves the translation of paper

or computer based designs into reality. A formal design team may be assembled to plan

the physical proceedings, and to integrate those proceedings with the other parts. The

design usually consists of drawings and specifications, usually prepared by a design team

including the client architects, interior designers, surveyors, civil engineers, cost

engineers (or quantity surveyors), mechanical engineers, electrical engineers, structural

engineers, and fire protection engineers. The design team is most commonly employed by

(i.e. in contract with) the property owner. Under this system, once the design is completed

by the design team, a number of construction companies or construction management

companies may then be asked to make a bid for the work, either based directly on the

design, or on the basis of drawings and a bill of quantities provided by a quantity

surveyor. Following evaluation of bids, the owner will typically award a contract to the

lowest responsible bidder.
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The modern trend in design is toward integration of previously separated specialties,

especially among large firms. In the past, architects, interior designers, engineers,

developers, construction managers, and general contractors were more likely to be

entirely separate companies, even in the larger firms. Presently, a firm that is nominally

an "architecture" or "construction management" firm may have experts from all related

fields as employees, or to have an associated company that provides each necessary skill.

Thus, each such firm may offer itself as "one-stop shopping" for a construction project,

from beginning to end. This is designated as a "design Build" contract where the

contractor is given a performance specification, and must undertake the project from

design to construction, while adhering to the performance specifications.

Several project structures can assist the owner in this integration, including design-build,

partnering, and construction management. In general, each of these project structures

allows the owner to integrate the services of architects, interior designers, engineers, and

constructors throughout design and construction. In response, many companies are

growing beyond traditional offerings of design or construction services alone, and are

placing more emphasis on establishing relationships with other necessary participants

through the design-build process.

The increasing complexity of construction projects creates the need for design

professionals trained in all phases of the project's life-cycle and develop an appreciation

of the building as an advanced technological system requiring close integration of many

sub-systems and their individual components, including sustainability. Building

engineering is an emerging discipline that attempts to meet this new challenge.

3. Financial advisors

Many construction projects suffer from preventable financial problems. Underbids ask for too

little money to complete the project. Cash flow problems exist when the present amount of

funding cannot cover the current costs for labour and materials, and because they are a matter

of having sufficient funds at a specific time, can arise even when the overall total is enough.

Fraud is a problem in many fields, but is notoriously prevalent in the construction field.

Financial planning for the project is intended to ensure that a solid plan, with adequate

safeguards and contingency plans, is in place before the project is started, and is required to

ensure that the plan is properly executed over the life of the project.

Mortgage bankers, accountants, and cost engineers are likely participants in creating an

overall plan for the financial management of the building construction project. The presence

of the mortgage banker is highly likely even in relatively small projects, since the owner's
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equity in the property is the most obvious source of funding for a building project.

Accountants act to study the expected monetary flow over the life of the project, and to

monitor the payouts throughout the process. Cost engineers apply expertise to relate the work

and materials involved to a proper valuation. Cost overruns with government projects have

occurred when the contractor was able to identify change orders or changes in the project

resulting in large increases in cost, which are not subject to competition by other firm as they

have already been eliminated from consideration after the initial bid.

Large projects can involve highly complex financial plans. As portions of a project are

completed, they may be sold, supplanting one lender or owner for another, while the

logistical requirements of having the right trades and materials available for each stage of the

building construction project carries forward. In many English speaking countries, but not the

United States, projects typically use quantity surveyors.

4. Legal considerations

A construction project must fit into the legal framework governing the property. These

include governmental regulations on the use of property, and obligations that are created in

the process of construction.

The project must adhere to zoning and building code requirements. Constructing a project

that fails to adhere to codes will not benefit the owner. Some legal requirements come from

malum in se considerations, or the desire to prevent things that are indisputably bad - bridge

collapses or explosions. Other legal requirements come from malum prohibitum

considerations, or things that are a matter of custom or expectation, such as isolating

businesses to a business district and residences to a residential district. An attorney may seek

changes or exemptions in the law governing the land where the building will be built, either

by arguing that a rule is inapplicable (the bridge design won't collapse), or that the custom is

no longer needed (acceptance of live-work spaces has grown in the community).

A construction project is a complex net of contracts and other legal obligations, each of

which must be carefully considered. A contract is the exchange of a set of obligations

between two or more parties, but it is not so simple a matter as trying to get the other side to

agree to as much as possible in exchange for as little as possible. The time element in

construction means that a delay costs money, and in cases of bottlenecks, the delay can be

extremely expensive. Thus, the contracts must be designed to ensure that each side is capable

of performing the obligations set out. Contracts that set out clear expectations and clear paths

to accomplishing those expectations are far more likely to result in the project flowing

smoothly, whereas poorly drafted contracts lead to confusion and collapse.
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Legal advisors in the beginning of a construction project seek to identify ambiguities and

other potential sources of trouble in the contract structure, and to present options for

preventing problems. Throughout the process of the project, they work to avoid and resolve

conflicts that arise. In each case, the lawyer facilitates an exchange of obligations that

matches the reality of the project.

5. Interaction of expertise

Design, finance, and legal aspects overlap and interrelate. The design must be not only

structurally sound and appropriate for the use and location, but must also be financially

possible to build, and legal to use. The financial structure must accommodate the need for

building the design provided, and must pay amounts that are legally owed. The legal structure

must integrate the design into the surrounding legal framework, and enforces the financial

consequences of the construction process.

6. Procurement

Procurement describes the merging of activities undertaken by the client to obtain a building.

There are many different methods of construction procurement; however the three most

common types of procurement are:

 Traditional (Design-bid-build)

 Design and Build

 Management Contracting

7. Traditional

This most common method of construction procurement and is well established and

recognized. In this arrangement, the architect or engineer acts as the project coordinator. His

or her role is to design the works, prepare the specifications and produce construction

drawings, administer the contract, tender the works, and manage the works from inception to

completion. There are direct contractual links between the architect's client and the main

contractor. Any subcontractor will have a direct contractual relationship with the main

contractor.

8. Design and build

This approach has become more common in recent years and includes an entire completed

package, including fixtures, fittings and equipment where necessary, to produce a completed

fully functional building. In some cases, the Design and Build (D & B) package can also

include finding the site, arranging funding and applying for all necessary statutory consents.
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The owner produces a list of requirements for a project, giving an overall view of the

project's goals. Several D&B contractors present different ideas about how to accomplish

these goals. The owner selects the ideas he likes best and hires the appropriate contractor.

Often, it is not just one contractor, but a consortium of several contractors working together.

Once a contractor (or a consortium/consortia) has been hired, they begin building the first

phase of the project. As they build phase 1, they design phase 2. This is in contrast to a

design-bid-build contract, where the project is completely designed by the owner, then bid

on, then completed.

Kent Hansen, director of engineering for the National Asphalt Pavement Association

(NAPA), pointed out that state departments of transportation (DOTs) usually use design build

contracts as a way of getting projects done when states don't have the resources. In DOTs,

design build contracts are usually used for very large projects.

9. Management procurement systems

In this arrangement the client plays an active role in the procurement system by entering into

separate contracts with the designer (architect or engineer), the construction manager, and

individual trade contractors. The client takes on the contractual role, while the construction or

project manager provides the active role of managing the separate trade contracts, and

ensuring that they all work smoothly and effectively together.

Management procurement systems are often used to speed up the procurement processes,

allow the client greater flexibility in design variation throughout the contract, the ability to

appoint individual work contractors, separate contractual responsibility on each individual

throughout the contract, and to provide greater client control.

10. Authority having jurisdiction

In construction, the authority having jurisdiction (AHJ) is the governmental agency or sub-

agency which regulates the construction process. In most cases, this is the municipality in

which the building is located. However, construction performed for supra-municipal

authorities are usually regulated directly by the owning authority, which becomes the AHJ.

During the planning of a building, the zoning and planning boards of the AHJ will review the

overall compliance of the proposed building with the municipal General Plan and zoning

regulations. Once the proposed building has been approved, detailed civil, architectural, and

structural plans must be submitted to the municipal building department(and sometimes the

public works department) to determine compliance with the building code and sometimes for

fit with existing infrastructure. Often, the municipal fire department will review the plans for

compliance with fire-safety ordinances and regulations.
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Before the foundation can be dug, contractors are typically required to notify utility

companies, either directly or through a company such as Dig Safe to ensure that underground

utility lines can be marked. This lessens the likelihood of damage to the existing electrical,

water, sewage, phone, and cable facilities, which could cause outages and potentially

hazardous situations. During the construction of a building, the municipal building inspector

inspects the building periodically to ensure that the construction adheres to the approved

plans and the local building code. Once construction is complete and a final inspection has

been passed, an occupancy permit may be issued.

An operating building must remain in compliance with the fire code. The fire code is

enforced by the local fire department. Changes made to a building that affect safety,

including its use, expansion, structural integrity, and fire protection items, usually require

approval of the AHJ for review concerning the building code

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Types

 Fire Engine

 Rescue Engine

 Turntable Ladder

 Quint and Quad

 Hydraulic Platform

 Water Tenders

 Wildland fire appliances (apparatus)

 Airport Crash Tender

 Rescue Unit

 Hazardous Materials Appliances

 Logistical Support appliances

 Fireboat

 Command & Control

 Aircraft

 Design and construction

 Visual warnings

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

33
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 Passive visual warnings

 Active visual warnings

 Audible warnings

 Additional equipment

 Crew assignment

Definition/Overview:

Fire apparatus: A fire apparatus, fire engine, fire truck, or fire appliance is a vehicle

designed to assist in fighting fires, by transporting firefighters to the scene, and providing

them with access, water or other equipment. In some areas, the terms fire engine and fire

truck represent different types of fire fighting apparatus.

Key Points:

11. Fire apparatus Types

A fire apparatus, fire engine, fire truck, or fire appliance is a vehicle designed to assist in

fighting fires, by transporting firefighters to the scene, and providing them with access, water

or other equipment. In some areas, the terms fire engine and fire truck represent different

types of fire fighting apparatus.

12. Fire Engine

The fire engine may have several methods of pumping the water to the fire. The most

common method is to pass water through hoses to the fire, from an array of valves. The

vehicle may also have a fixed pumping "cannon" (called a fire monitor or deluge), which can

direct the water as pointed by the operator. The horizontal and vertical range of the monitor

arrangement usually is limited and appropriate only for specific tasks, such as airport fires.

Monitors have been used as water cannons for crowd control.

A fire engine may have an on-board water reservoir, allowing it to fight a fire

immediately upon arrival, or may be completely reliant on external sources, such as fire

hydrants, water tender, river or reservoir, by using draft water suction.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

34
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



A development is the use of an impulse fire-extinguishing system (IFEX), in which the

water is highly pressurised into a vaporous mist, creating a cooling effect that is more

efficient than that of water alone. A modern fire engine is usually a multi-purpose vehicle

carrying professionals and equipment for a wide range of fire-fighting and rescue tasks.

Therefore, most fire engines carry equipment such as ladders, pike poles, axes, Halligans,

fire extinguishers, and ventilating equipment. In some areas, a ladder truck may carry

these tools as well. Such a vehicle would in that case be known as a "Hook and Ladder"

truck.

The New York City Fire Department (FDNY) was the first to introduce the "squad"

concept for an engine and developed the "rescue pumper. A typical FDNY squad has a

500 U.S.gallon (1900-L) water tank and specialized rescue equipment, but carries less

hose than a standard engine. Since its introduction in New York, several other American

cities have adopted the vehicles, sometimes calling them rescue engines.

13. Turntable ladder

The turntable ladder, also known as an aerial ladder, or sometimes abbreviated to simply TL

is the best-known form of specialized fire apparatus (sometimes known as a fire truck), and is

used to gain access to fires occurring at height, where conventional ladders carried on other

appliances might not reach.

The name is derived from the fact that the large ladder is mounted on a turntable on the back

of a truck or lorry, allowing it to pivot around a stable base, which in turn allows a much

greater ladder length to be achieved). In order to increase its length, the ladder is telescopic.

Modern turntable ladders are hydraulic or pneumatic in operation. A ladder also can be

mounted behind the cab. This is called "mid ship". This arrangement allows a shorter wheel

base for truck, and also can be more stable in some conditions. The turntable ladder units

replaced the stand alone wheel mounted long ladders which were seen on fire engines before

the widespread use of hydraulics.

While the traditional characteristic of a 'fire truck' was a lack of water pumping or storage,

many modern turntable ladders have a water pumping function to them (and some have their

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

35
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



own on board supply reservoir), and may have a pre-piped waterway running the length of

the ladder, to allow the firefighters at the top a stream of water. In some cases, there may also

be a monitor at the top of the ladder for ease of use. Other appliances may simply have a

trackway which will hold a manually run hose reel securely, and prevent it from falling to the

ground.

Some turntable ladders may have a basket or platform (sometimes known as a bucket)

mounted at the top of the ladder, as on a hydraulic platform, and these are called tower

ladders. These can provide a secure place for a firefighter to operate equipment from, and

allow multiple people to be carried (including rescued persons).

A tiller truck, also known as a tractor drawn aerial, is a specialised turntable ladder appliance

mounted on a semi-trailer truck. It has separate steering wheels for front and rear wheels (the

steering device for the rear is sometimes a tiller rather than a true steering wheel). This truck

is often used in areas with narrow streets that prevent longer single-vehicle trucks from

entering. Some cities, including Los Angeles, California,San Francisco, California,Baltimore,

Maryland,Seattle, Washingtonand New York City, New York rely heavily on them.

In some areas, the turntable ladder appliance may be termed a 'hook and ladder' vehicle, as it

will carry an array of ladders and hooks. Hooks are used most commonly for pulling drywall

or plaster walls away from framing members to expose hidden fire, and to allow access for

extinguishing the fire. Hooks can also be used for pulling siding, breaking windows, etc.

Technically, any vehicle carrying hooks and ladders could be considered a hook and ladder

vehicle.

14. Quint and Quad

In some areas, the turntable ladder may be known as a quad or quint, as it is capable of

performing multiple tasks (pump, water tank, fire hose, aerial device, and ground ladders)

with each of these functions making up one of its five (quint) or four (quad) cabilities.

15. Hydraulic platforms

A hydraulic platform, also known as articulating booms, snorkels, platform trucks or

sometimes shortened to just HP, is a specialized aerial work platform designed for
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firefighting use. They have a number of functions, which follow the same principles as the

turntable ladder, providing high level access and elevated water pump positions.

Some hydraulic platforms are articulated, which allows the arm to bend in one or more

places, giving it the ability to go 'up and over' an obstacle (such as a building roof). There are

non-articulated platforms, based on standard aerial work platforms, although the most

common type is the tower ladder (mentioned above in the Turntable ladder section).

Hydraulic platforms (articulated or not) may still have a ladder arrangement fitted to the arm,

primarily as an emergency measure. In some jurisdictions these can be denoted ladder

platforms. Most hydraulic platforms are designed to reach a height of around 33 metres (100

feet), although larger models are capable of reaching heights of over 100 metres (328 feet).

Many hydraulic platforms are fitted with additional equipment in the platform itself, which

can include a control panel, lighting equipment, a fixed water outlet or monitor, power outlets

or compressed air outlets (allowing the fixing of rescue equipment, such as the jaws of life).

Many platforms are also adapted or capable of carrying a stretcher. Some units have video

systems and remote control in case of dangerous chemical fires.

Some hydraulic platforms might also be designated as a quad or quint engine, as it is capable

of performing multiple tasks (pump, water tank, fire hose, aerial device, and ground ladders)

16. Aerial water towers

In some instances, fire departments may have a specialised aerial water tower, the purpose of

which is to deploy an elevated master stream of water, although it does not provide any

access for firefighters. In most departments, this function is now performed by a hydraulic

platform or turntable ladder, so this type of appliance is quite rare, and most examples of this

type of unit are historical. The historical units of this type were usually manually or

mechanically raised and lowered using friction drums or ratchet mechanisms.

17. Water tenders

A water tender, which can also be known as a tanker truck or water bowser is a specialist fire

appliance with the primary purpose of transporting large amounts of water to a scene. These

are especially useful in rural areas where fire hydrants are not readily available.
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Most tenders have an on-board pumping system. This pump is often not of sufficient power

to fight fires (as it is designed to be attached to a fire engine), but is more often used to draw

water in to the tender from hydrants or other water sources. In some areas, the tenders are

used to pump water during floods, and may be fitted with a heavier duty pump for this

purpose.

Most water tenders are designed to carry loads of 1000 gallons (approx. 3800 litres) or more.

In the US, 1000 gallons is the requirement in the NFPA standards. Some may carry up to or

even upwards of 5000 gallons (more than 20 000 litres) of water - with a trailer even more .

18. Wildland fire appliances

In heavily forested areas, a special kind of fire truck known as a brush truck is used. They are

usually trucks with off-road capabilities for traversing rough terrain in order to reach the fire.

19. Airport crash tender

An airport crash tender is a fire engine designed for use at aerodromes and airports in aircraft

accidents. The features include a good acceleration, ability to move on rough terrains outside

the runway and airport area, large water capacity, foam tank, a high-capacity pump, and

water/foam monitors with a good throw distance. Newer AR-FF vehicles also incorporate

Twin Agent nozzles/injection systems to inject a stream of Purple-K dry chemical into the

AFFF foam stream "knocking-down" the fire faster. Some also have Halotron tanks with

handlines for situations that require a clean agent to be utilized. These features give the

airport crash tenders a capability to reach an airplane rapidly, and rapidly put out large fires

with jet fuel involved.

Some tenders have an elevated extended extinguishing arm called a Snozzle, giving a

possibility to raise a water/foam cannon into the height of approx. 10 - 20 meters. Some arms

have reinforced nozzles that can puncture through superficial structures of an aeroplane to

fight a fire inside the fuselage. Airport crash tender using a puncture nozzle to spray inside of

an airframe. At bottom left is a closeup of the head of the nozzle showing the puncture nozzle

(top), a standard nozzle (bottom), a light and a thermal imager (left and right). Airport crash

tender using a puncture nozzle to spray inside of an airframe. At bottom left is a closeup of
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the head of the nozzle showing the puncture nozzle (top), a standard nozzle (bottom), a light

and a thermal imager (left and right).

ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organization) has given standards and recommended

practices on rescue fire fighting categories of civil aerodromes . National aviation authorities

may have given even further requirements on aerodrome rescue and fire services.

The rescue fire services are based on a critical aircraft based on a statistical analysis of

movements (take-offs and landings) on the airport. The aerodrome category is based on the

size of the biggest aircraft taking a movement on the aerodrome. In addition, the number of

movements of the critical aircraft is calculated, and the category can be decreased by one if

the number of movements is lower than the standard describes. There are also minimum

category levels based on e.g. the number of seats in the critical aircraft.

Depending on the airport category, the standards determine the minimum number of rescue

fire-fighting vehicles. In addition, requirements are given on the water and foam capacities,

discharge rates for foam solutions, and minimum dry chemical powder (complementary

agent) amounts, reserve stocks of fire fighting agents, ability to operate on rough terrain, and

acceleration of the air crash tenders. The end of each runway has to be achieved in a response

time of two minutes, and any part of the movement area has to be achieved in a response time

not exceeding three minutes.

20. Rescue Unit

A heavy rescue vehicle, often referred to as a rescue company, rescue squad, technical rescue,

heavy rescue, or simply, fire engine is a type of specialty firefighting or EMS (Emergency

Medical Services) apparatus. Essentially giant toolboxes on wheels, they are primarily

designed for technical rescue situations such as auto accidents, rope rescues, swiftwater

rescues, or collapses.

NFPA (National Fire Protection Association in the U.S.) regulation 1006 and 1670 give

guidelines and regulations for the operation of heavy rescue vehicles and also state that all

"rescuers" must have medical training to perform any technical rescue operation, including

cutting the vehicle itself. In most rescue environments, fire department personnel conduct

rescue operations working hand-in-hand with medical personnel such as EMT or paramedics.
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In addition to fire brigades and rescue departments, e.g. tram or railway companies may have

their own heavy rescue squads specialized to tram or train accidents. For example, railway

rescue squads may carry very specialized equipment for railway accidents like hydraulic

jacks with capacity for lifting locomotives or even move them horizontally, and equipment

for tank car accidents.

21. Hazardous Materials Appliances

Some fire departments keep special appliances for dealing with hazardous materials, or

"HazMat". These are of several types, from those used to clean spilled oil on streets and

highways, to full decontamination units, designed to clean victims and rescuers of

contaminants after an incident.

22. Logistical Support Appliances

Many fire departments operate a number of vehicles in specialised logistical functions. These

can be stand alone vehicles, or may be modular, such as with the use of a 'hookloader' system

Sometimes hookloaders are used for seldom-used equipment. A hookloader can load a

container very rapidly and act as a special unit with lower investment costs. For example, the

Helsinki Rescue Department in Finland has several hookloader trucks and more than 40

containers including a water container, a hose container, an oil destruction container.

Containers may also carry a command post, material for catastrophes, hoses and pumps for

forest fires, even field hospitals, or for example, high-power pumps.

22.1. Fireboat

Some fire companies that protect a body of water, such as a major city harbor, may utilize

fireboats to combat fires on watercraft and waterfront areas.

22.2. Aircraft

Fire companies may also employ airplanes and helicopters to attack fire from the air.

Such aircraft are fitted with large water tanks that drop water onto the fire.
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23. Design and construction

Many fire appliances around the world are based on standard truck or lorry models, which are

upgraded to the specifications required by the purchasing department. In the United States, a

majority of fire trucks are specially designed from the chassis to the cab and body. This has

led to the use of the term custom fire truck, as opposed to a commercial chassis and cab.

Modifications a fire appliance might undergo include adjustments for higher durability,

removal of any speed limiter, and adjustments for long periods of idling at a higher

temperature. This may be accomplished by heavy duty suspensions, brakes, tires, alternator,

transmission and cooling systems. It is also usual to upgrade the capacity of the electrics of

the vehicle, in order to accommodate the use of additional electrical and electronic

equipment. Fire appliances have audible and visual warnings, to protect themselves from

traffic, and make themselves seen to other units at an incident.

In many countries, use of the audible and visual warnings affords the driver a degree of

exemption from road traffic laws (such as the right to exceed speed limits, treat red stop

lights as give way etc.) and may also infer a duty on other motorists to move out of the

direction of passage of the fire vehicle (or face possible prosecution).

24. Visual warnings

Visual warnings on a fire appliance can be of two types - either passive or active.

24.1. Passive visual warnings

The passive visual warnings involve the use of high contrast patterns. Older vehicles (and

those in developing countries) are more likely to have their patterns painted on, whereas

modern appliances often carry retro-reflective designs which reflect light from car

headlights or torches. Patterns include 'checker board' (alternate coloured squares,

sometimes called 'battenburg markings', named after a type of cake), chevrons

(arrowheads - often pointed towards the front of the vehicle if on the side, or pointing

vertically upwards if on the rear) or stripes (along the side - these were the first type or

retro-reflective devices introduced, as the original retro-reflective material came only in

tape form). In some countries, in addition to retro-reflective markings, vehicles are now
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painted a bright yellow or orange, although in many other countries, red remains the

colour for fire engines.

Another passive marking is the word FIRE, RESCUE or local language variant spelled

out in reverse on the front of the vehicle. This enables drivers of other vehicles to more

easily identify an approaching fire service vehicle in their rear view mirrors. The

appliance may also display a telephone number which may be used to summon assistance,

along with the name of the operating department or station identifier.

24.2. Active visual warnings

The active visual warnings are usually in the form of flashing coloured lights (also known

as 'beacons' or 'lightbars'). These flash in order to attract the attention of other road users

as the fire appliance approaches, or to provide warning to motorists approaching a

stopped appliance in a dangerous position on the road. Common colours for fire warning

beacons are blue and red. The beacons can be made to flash, the original method was to

place a spinning mirror which moves around a light bulb, called a 'rotating beacon'. More

modern methods include the use of strobe lights, which are usually brighter, and can be

programmed to produce specific patterns (such as a left -> right pattern when parked on

the left hand side of the road, indicating to other road users that they should move out

away from the vehicle). There is also the more widespread use of LED flashing lights as

they are low profile and low energy. More information on Emergency vehicle equipment.

24.3. Audible warnings

In addition to visual warnings, most appliances are also fitted with audible warnings,

sometimes known as sirens, which can alert people and vehicles to the presence of an

emergency vehicle before they can be seen. The first audible warnings were mechanical

bells, mounted to either the front or roof of the truck. Most vehicles are now fitted with

electronic sirens, which can produce a range of different noises. Fire service driving

training often includes the use of different noises depending on traffic conditions and

manoeuvre being performed. For instance, on a clear road, approaching a junction, the

'wail' setting may be used, which gives a long up and down variation, with an unbroken

tone, whereas, in heavy slow traffic, a 'yelp' setting may be preferred, which is like a wail,

but sped up. The speakers for modern sirens can be located in several places on the
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vehicle, including being integral to the lightbar, or hidden in the grille. Some vehicles

may also be fitted with airhorn audible warnings. A number of North American fire

departments have returned to the 'acoustic' or 'air' traditional siren as its overtones help

the public 'locate' and avoid the firetruck--the newer electronic signals disperse almost

pure tones which are hard to locate, especially in city 'canyons' of buildings.

A development is the use of the RDS system of car radios, whereby the vehicle can be

fitted with a short range FM transmitter, set to RDS code 31, which interrupts the radio of

all cars within range, in the manner of a traffic broadcast, but in such a way that the user

of the receiving radio is unable to opt out of the message (as with traffic broadcasts). This

feature is built in to all RDS radios for use in national emergency broadcast systems, but

short range units on emergency vehicles can prove an effective means of alerting traffic to

their presence, although is not able to alert pedestrians and non-RDS radio users.

25. Additional equipment

Firefighters may also have a range of additional equipment available to them, which may

include:

 Two Way Radio - One of the most important pieces of equipment. Many services have

moved from traditional UHF/VHF sets, which can be monitored externally, to more secure

systems, such as those working on a GSM system, such as TETRA

 Mobile Data Terminal - Many appliances are fitted with Mobile Data Terminals (or MDTs),

which are connected wirelessly to a central computer, and enable firefighters to call up details

such as incident logs, maps of locations or exclusion zones.

 Evidence gathering CCTV - Some fire vehicles can be fitted with video cameras used to

record activity. They may also be fitted with sound recording facilities. This is used for the

protection of the crew (and evidence of any assaults or intimidation of the firefighters) or can

be used as evidence relating to the incident itself.

 Ramming pads - These rubberised pads are fitted to the chassis of the appliance, to allow the

vehicle to be used as a battering ram, or to push other vehicles off the road in an emergency.
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26. Crew assignment

Engines are normally staffed with at least three people - an officer, a driver who usually

operates the pump, and a firefighter. Preferably, an engine will carry a second firefighter, to

increase effectiveness in safely attacking a fire. In some countries, such as Finland, an engine

carries the unit leader, an engineer and one or two pairs of firefighters . Since firefighting

takes places in a very hot and hostile environment with high risks, fire fighters work as pairs,

and at least one more pair of firefighters is needed on scene for the safety and shifting.

In the United Kingdom, firefighters are arranged in fire and rescue services - historically

known as brigades, and usually organised at county, city or combined level. These are

divided into either commands or areas, in some cases divisions, then stations, which range in

size but in almost every instance have at least one pumping appliance. In addition, general

purpose engine stations may have specialist vehicles such as turntable ladders, hydraulic

platforms, foam tenders, etc. The number of personnel at a station varies depending on the

number of applainces, and whether it is full time, day manned or retained. Generally, the

crew of an average sized pump is around 5, but in any case it can be no less than four and no

more than six.

In cities of theUnited States, firefighters are generally deployed into fire companies

specializing in certain tasks. Most common are engine companies and ladder, or "truck",

companies. In addition, large cities frequently staff rescue companies. By definition, each

company is led by an officer (a captain or lieutenant) who commands several firefighters.

Staffing of fire companies varies by jurisdiction and frequently by company type. In large

cities, fire company staffing may vary from as few as three to as many as six personnel. In

suburban and rural areas of the United States, the legal organization to which volunteers

belong is usually called a company; one company may operate several pieces of apparatus.

Duties of volunteers are often less specialized than those of city firefighters, because it is less

predictable who will be available for a given emergency, so more flexibility is needed.

In New Zealandthe standard crew consists of four - the OIC, driver and two others. They are

numbered OIC,1,2 and 3, with the OIC in the front passengers seat and number 1 directly

behind them. number 3 is the driver. The crew has specific tasks in a water drill, decided by

where they are sitting. At call-outs, there may be five on an appliance, but only four have

allotted tasks with the fifth person being spare
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Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Basis Incidents

 Events

 Clear Text (Common Terminology)

 Management by Objective

 Flexible/Modular Organization

 Span-of-control

 Coordination

 Incident Action Plan

 Comprehensive Resource Management

 Integrated Communications

 Incident Commander

 Command Staff

 General Staff

 Facilities

 Incident Command Post (ICP)

 Multiple AgencyCoordination Center (MACC)

 Equipment

 Type and kind

 Command transfer

Definition/Overview:

Incident Command System: The Incident Command System (ICS) is a standardized, on-

scene, all-hazard incident management concept in the United States. It is a management

protocol originally designed for emergency management agencies and later federalized. ICS

is based upon a flexible, scalable response organization providing a common framework

within which people can work together effectively. These people may be drawn from

multiple agencies that do not routinely work together, and ICS is designed to give standard

response and operation procedures to reduce the problems and potential for

miscommunication on such incidents. ICS has been summarized as a "first-on-scene"

structure, where the first responder on a scene has charge of the scene until the incident is
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resolved or the initial responder transitions incident command to an arriving, more-qualified

individual.

Key Points:

1. Basis Incidents

Incidents are defined within ICS as unplanned situations necessitating a response. Examples

of incidents may include:

 Any emergency medical situation (ambulance service)

 A Hazardous Materials spill

 Terrorist attacks

 Natural disasters such as wildfires, flooding, earthquake or tornado

 Man-made disasters such as vehicle crashes, industrial accidents, train derailments, or

structural fires

 Search and Rescue operations

2. Events

Events are defined within ICS as planned situations. Incident command is increasingly

applied to events both in emergency management and non-emergency management settings.

Examples of events may include:

 Concerts

 Parades and other ceremonies

 Fairs and other gatherings

 Training exercises

 Foundations

Unity of Command means that each individual participating in the operation reports to only

one supervisor. This eliminates the potential for individuals to receive conflicting orders from

a variety of supervisors, thus increasing accountability, preventing freelancing, improving the

flow of information, helping with the coordination of operational efforts, and enhancing

operational safety.
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3. Clear Text (Common Terminology)

Clear Text (Common terminology) describes the format and phrasing of all incident

communications. As an emergency response organization is often made of individuals who

normally do not work together as a team, when they come together the use of common

terminology is viewed as an essential element in team building and communications, both

internally and with other organizations responding to the incident. The Incident Command

System promotes the use of common terminology, and has an associated glossary of terms

that help bring consistency to position titles, the description of resources and how they can be

organized, the type and names of incident facilities, and a host of other subjects. The most

apparent implementation of this concept is in radio communication; 10-codes (e.g. "10-4" to

mean "I understand"), acronyms, and potentially arcane abbreviations are not to be used on

the radio. Radio prowords (e.g. "Wilco" to mean "I understand and will comply") are

generally accepted due to their universality.

4. Management by Objective

Management by Objective is the heart of management planning. In principle, all actions at an

incident should be directed toward satisfying a major goal of the incident. The Incident

Commander and Planning Section are responsible for the development of strategic objectives

that clearly define what the incident team is working to achieve during operations. Based

upon the information presented at the initial incident planning meeting and the analysis of

incident potential and impacts, the Incident Commander and Section Chiefs should have a

clear understanding of the major goals that need to be completed. Objectives are usually

written, and any event with a written Incident Action Plan must have the objectives included

in that written plan.

5. Flexible/Modular Organization

Flexible/Modular Organization describes the ability of an Incident Command structure to

expand and contract efficiently as needed by the incident scope or available personnel. Only

positions that are required for an adequate response should be filled, and ICS sections are

kept as small as possible to accomplish incident objectives and monitor progress, within

effective span-of-control. The level of response necessary for a specific incident dictates how

and when the organization develops, and in many instances not all sections need to be
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activated. Only in the largest and most complex operations would the full ICS organization

be staffed.

6. Span-of-control

Span-of-control is the most fundamentally important management principle of ICS. It applies

to the management of individual responsibilities and response resources. The objective is to

limit the number of responsibilities being handled by, and the number of resources reporting

directly to, an individual. ICS considers that any single person's span of control should be

between three and seven, with five being ideal. In other words, one manager should have no

more than seven people working under them at any given time.

When span-of-control problems arise around an individual's ability to address

responsibilities, they can be addressed by expanding the organization in a modular fashion.

This can be accomplished in a variety of ways. An Incident Commander can delegate

responsibilities to a deputy and/or activate members of the Command Staff. Members of the

Command Staff can delegate responsibilities to Assistants, etc. There may be exceptions,

usually in lower-risk assignments or where resources work in close proximity to each other.

7. Coordination

Coordination on any incident or event is possible and effective due to the implementation of

the following concepts:

8. Incident Action Plan

Incident Action Plans include the measurable strategic operations to be achieved and are

prepared around a time frame called an Operational Period. Incident Action Plans may be

verbal or written (except for hazardous material incidents where it has to be written), and are

prepared by the Planning Section. The IAP insures that everyone is working in concert

toward the same goals set for that operational period. The purpose of this plan is to provide

all incident supervisory personnel with direction for actions to be implemented during the

operational period identified in the plan. Incident Action Plans provide a coherent means of

communicating the overall incident objectives in the context of both operational and support

activities. The consolidated IAP is a very important component of the ICS that reduces
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freelancing and ensures a coordinated response. At the simplest level, all Incident Action

Plans must have four elements:

 What do we want to do?

 Who is responsible for doing it?

 How do we communicate with each other?

 What is the procedure if someone is injured?

9. Comprehensive Resource Management

Comprehensive Resource Management is a key management principle that implies that all

assets and personnel during an event need to be tracked and accounted for. It can also include

processes for reimbursement for resources, as appropriate. Resource management includes

processes for:

 Categorizing resources.

 Ordering resources.

 Dispatching resources.

 Tracking resources.

 Recovering resources.

Comprehensive Resource Management ensures that visibility is maintained over all resources

so they can be moved quickly to support the preparation and response to an incident, and

ensuring a graceful demobilization. It also applies to the classification of resources by type

and kind, and the categorization of resources by their status. Assigned resources are those that

are working on a field assignment under the direction of a supervisor. Available resources are

those that are ready for deployment, but have not been assigned to a field assignment.

Out-of-service resources are those that are not in either the " available" or "assigned"

categories. Resources can be "out-of-service" for a variety of reasons including: resupplying

after a sortie (most common), shortfall in staffing, personnel taking a rest,

damaged/inoperable.
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10. Integrated Communications

The use of a common communications plan is essential for ensuring that responders can

communicate with one another during an incident. Communication equipment, procedures,

and systems must operate across jurisdictions (interoperably). Developing an integrated voice

and data communications system, including equipment, systems, and protocols, must occur

prior to an incident.

11. Incident Commander

11.1. Single Incident Commander

Most incidents involve a single Incident Commander. In these incidents a single person

commands the incident response and is the decision-making final authority.

11.2. Unified Command

A Unified Command is used on larger incidents usually when multiple agencies are

involved. A Unified Command typically includes a command representative from major

involved agencies and one from that group to act as the spokesman, though not

designated as an Incident Commander. A Unified Command acts as a single entity.

11.3. Area Command

During multiple-incident situations, an Area Command may be established to provide for

Incident Commanders at separate locations. Generally, an Area Commander will be

assigned - a single person - and the Area Command will operate as a logistical and

administrative support. Area Commands usually do not include an Operations function.

12. Command Staff

12.1. Safety Officer

The Safety Officer monitors safety conditions and develops measures for assuring the

safety of all assigned personnel.
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12.2. Public Information Officer

The Public Information Officer serves as the conduit for information to internal and

external stakeholders, including the media or other organizations seeking information

directly from the incident or event.

12.3. Liaison

A Liaison serves as the primary contact for supporting agencies assisting at an incident.

13. General Staff

13.1. Operations Section Chief

The Operations Section Chief is tasked with directing all actions to meet the incident

objectives.

13.2. Planning Section Chief

The Planning Section Chief is tasked with the collection and display of incident

information, primarily consisting of the status of all resources and overall status of the

incident.

13.3. Finance/Administration Section Chief

The Finance/Admin. Section Chief is tasked with tracking incident related costs,

personnel records, requisitions, and administrating procurement contracts required by

Logistics.

13.4. Logistics Section Chief

The Logistics Section Chief is tasked with providing all resources, services, and support

required by the incident.

14. Facilities

ICS uses a standard set of facility nomenclature. ICS facilities include: Pre-Designated

Incident Facilities: Response operations can form a complex structure that must be held
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together by response personnel working at different and often widely separate incident

facilities. These facilities can include:

15. Incident Command Post (ICP)

The ICP is the location where the Incident Commander operates during response operations.

There is only one ICP for each incident or event, but it may change locations during the

event. Every incident or event must have some form of an Incident Command Post. The ICP

may be located in a vehicle, trailer, tent, or within a building. The ICP will be positioned

outside of the present and potential hazard zone but close enough to the incident to maintain

command. The ICP will be designated by the name of the incident, e.g., Trail Creek ICP.

15.1. Staging Area

Can be a location at or near an incident scene where tactical response resources are stored

while they await assignment. Resources in staging area are under the control of the

Logistics Section and are always in available status. Staging Areas should be located

close enough to the incident for a timely response, but far enough away to be out of the

immediate impact zone. There may be more than one Staging Area at an incident. Staging

Areas can be collocated with the ICP, Bases, Camps, Helibases, or Helispots.

15.2. Base

A Base is the location from which primary logistics and administrative functions are

coordinated and administered. The Base may be collocated with the Incident Command

Post. There is only one Base per incident, and it is designated by the incident name. The

Base is established and managed by the Logistics Section. The resources in the Base are

always out-of-service.

15.3. Camps

Locations, often temporary, within the general incident area that are equipped and staffed

to provide sleeping, food, water, sanitation, and other services to response personnel that

are too far away to use base facilities. Other resources may also be kept at a camp to

support incident operations if a Base is not accessible to all resources. Camps are
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designated by geographic location or number. Multiple Camps may be used, but not all

incidents will have Camps.

15.4. Helibase

A Helibase is the location from which helicopter-centered air operations are conducted.

Helibases are generally used on a more long-term basis and include such services as

fueling and maintenance. The Helibase is usually designated by the name of the incident,

e.g. Trail Creek Helibase.

15.5. Helispots

Helispots are more temporary locations at the incident, where helicopters can safely land

and take off. Multiple Helispots may be used.

Each facility has unique location, space, equipment, materials, and supplies requirements that

are often difficult to address, particularly at the outset of response operations. For this reason,

responders should identify, pre-designate and pre-plan the layout of these facilities, whenever

possible. On large or multi-level incidents, higher-level support facilities may be activated.

16. Multiple Agency CoordinationCenter (MACC)

Also known as anEmergency Operations Center, the MACC is a central command and

control facility responsible for the strategic, or "big picture" of the disaster. Personnel within

the MACC use Multi-agency Coordination to guide their operations. The MACC coordinates

activities between multiple agencies and does not normally directly control field assets, but

makes strategic decisions and leaves tactical decisions to individual agencies. The common

functions of all EOC's is to collect, gather and analyze data; make decisions that protect life

and property, maintain continuity of the government or corporation, within the scope of

applicable laws; and disseminate those decisions to all concerned agencies and individuals.

17. Equipment

ICS uses a standard set of equipment nomenclature. ICS equipment include:

Tanker - This is an aircraft that carries fuel (Fuel Tanker) or water (Water Tanker).
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Tender - Like a tanker, but a ground vehicle, also carrying fuel (Fuel Tender) or water (Water

Tender).

18. Type and kind

The "type" of resource describes the size or capability of a resource. For instance, a 50 kW

(for a generator) or a 3-ton (for a truck). Types are designed to be categorized as "Type 1"

through "Type 5" formally, but in live incidents more specific information may be used. The

"kind" of resource describes what the resource is. For instance, generator or a truck. The

"type" of resource describes a performance capability for a kind of resource for instance,

In both type and kind, the objective must be included in the resource request. This is done to

widen the potential resourse response. As an example, a resource request for a small aircraft

for arial reconnaissance of a search and rescue scene may be satisfied by a National Guard

OH-58 Kiowa helicopter (Type & Kind: Rotary-wing aircraft, Type II/III) or by a Civil Air

Patrol Cessna 182 (Type& Kind: Fixed-wing aircraft, Type I). In this example, requesting

only a fixed-wing or a rotary-wing, or requesting by type may prevent the other resource's

availability from being known.

19. Command transfer

A role of responsibility can be transferred during an incident for several reasons: As the

incident grows a more qualified person is required to take over as Incident Commander to

handle the ever-growing needs of the incident, or in reverse where as an incident reduces in

size command can be passed down to a less qualified person (but still qualified to run the

now-smaller incident) to free up highly-qualified resources for other tasks or incidents. Other

reasons to transfer command include jurisdictional change if the incident moves locations or

area of responsibility, or normal turnover of personnel due to extended incidents. The transfer

of command process always includes a transfer of command briefing, which may be oral,

written, or a combination of both

In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:
Preventing Fire Loss

Controlling Fire Loss Through Active Fire Protection Systems
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Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Fire fighting

 Fire prevention

 Model building

 Hazardous Materials Appliances

 Logistical Support Appliances

 Passive visual warnings

 Active visual warnings

 Audible warnings

 Additional equipment

 Campbell Shopping Complex fire inferno

 Sawtooth Complex fire

Definition/Overview:

Fire fighting: Fire fighting services are provided in most developed areas to extinguish or

contain uncontrolled fires. Trained firefighters use fire trucks, water supply resources such as

water mains and fire hydrants or they might use A and B class foam depending on what is

feeding the fire. An array of other equipment to combat the spread of fires.

Fire prevention: Fire prevention is intended to reduce sources of ignition, and is partially

focused on programs to educate people from starting fires. Buildings, especially schools and

tall buildings, often conduct fire drills to inform and prepare citizens on how to react to a

building fire. Purposely starting destructive fires constitutes arson and is a criminal offense in

most jurisdictions.

Model building: Model building codes require passive fire protection and active fire

protection systems to minimize damage resulting from a fire. The most common form of

active fire protection is fire sprinklers. To maximize passive fire protection of buildings,

building materials and furnishings in most developed countries are tested for fire-resistance,

combustibility and flammability. Upholstery, carpeting and plastics used in vehicles and

vessels are also tested.
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Key Points:

1. Hazardous Materials Appliances

Some fire departments keep special appliances for dealing with hazardous materials, or

"HazMat". These are of several types, from those used to clean spilled oil on streets and

highways, to full decontamination units, designed to clean victims and rescuers of

contaminants after an incident.

2. Logistical Support Appliances

Many fire departments operate a number of vehicles in specialised logistical functions. These

can be stand alone vehicles, or may be modular, such as with the use of a 'hookloader' system

Sometimes hookloaders are used for seldom-used equipment. A hookloader can load a

container very rapidly and act as a special unit with lower investment costs. For example, the

Helsinki Rescue Department in Finland has several hookloader trucks and more than 40

containers including a water container, a hose container, an oil destruction container.

Containers may also carry a command post, material for catastrophes, hoses and pumps for

forest fires, even field hospitals, or for example, high-power pumps.

3. Design and construction

Many fire appliances around the world are based on standard truck or lorry models, which are

upgraded to the specifications required by the purchasing department. In the United States, a

majority of fire trucks are specially designed from the chassis to the cab and body. This has

led to the use of the term custom fire truck, as opposed to a commercial chassis and cab.

Modifications a fire appliance might undergo include adjustments for higher durability,

removal of any speed limiter, and adjustments for long periods of idling at a higher

temperature. This may be accomplished by heavy duty suspensions, brakes, tires, alternator,

transmission and cooling systems. It is also usual to upgrade the capacity of the electrics of

the vehicle, in order to accommodate the use of additional electrical and electronic

equipment. Fire appliances have audible and visual warnings, to protect themselves from

traffic, and make themselves seen to other units at an incident. In many countries, use of the

audible and visual warnings affords the driver a degree of exemption from road traffic laws
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(such as the right to exceed speed limits, treat red stop lights as give way etc.) and may also

infer a duty on other motorists to move out of the direction of passage of the fire vehicle (or

face possible prosecution).

4. Visual warnings

Visual warnings on a fire appliance can be of two types - either passive or active.

5.Passive visual warnings

The passive visual warnings involve the use of high contrast patterns. Older vehicles (and

those in developing countries) are more likely to have their patterns painted on, whereas

modern appliances often carry retro-reflective designs which reflect light from car headlights

or torches. Patterns include 'checker board' (alternate coloured squares, sometimes called

'battenburg markings', named after a type of cake), chevrons (arrowheads - often pointed

towards the front of the vehicle if on the side, or pointing vertically upwards if on the rear) or

stripes (along the side - these were the first type or retro-reflective devices introduced, as the

original retro-reflective material came only in tape form). In some countries, in addition to

retro-reflective markings, vehicles are now painted a bright yellow or orange, although in

many other countries, red remains the colour for fire engines.

Another passive marking is the word FIRE, RESCUE or local language variant spelled out in

reverse on the front of the vehicle. This enables drivers of other vehicles to more easily

identify an approaching fire service vehicle in their rear view mirrors. The appliance may

also display a telephone number which may be used to summon assistance, along with the

name of the operating department or station identifier.

6. Active visual warnings

The active visual warnings are usually in the form of flashing coloured lights (also known as

'beacons' or 'lightbars'). These flash in order to attract the attention of other road users as the

fire appliance approaches, or to provide warning to motorists approaching a stopped

appliance in a dangerous position on the road. Common colours for fire warning beacons are

blue and red. The beacons can be made to flash, the original method was to place a spinning

mirror which moves around a light bulb, called a 'rotating beacon'. More modern methods

include the use of strobe lights, which are usually brighter, and can be programmed to
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produce specific patterns (such as a left -> right pattern when parked on the left hand side of

the road, indicating to other road users that they should move out away from the vehicle).

There is also the more widespread use of LED flashing lights as they are low profile and low

energy.

7.Audible warnings

In addition to visual warnings, most appliances are also fitted with audible warnings,

sometimes known as sirens, which can alert people and vehicles to the presence of an

emergency vehicle before they can be seen. The first audible warnings were mechanical bells,

mounted to either the front or roof of the truck. Most vehicles are now fitted with electronic

sirens, which can produce a range of different noises. Fire service driving training often

includes the use of different noises depending on traffic conditions and manoeuvre being

performed. For instance, on a clear road, approaching a junction, the 'wail' setting may be

used, which gives a long up and down variation, with an unbroken tone, whereas, in heavy

slow traffic, a 'yelp' setting may be preferred, which is like a wail, but sped up. The speakers

for modern sirens can be located in several places on the vehicle, including being integral to

the lightbar, or hidden in the grille. Some vehicles may also be fitted with airhorn audible

warnings. A number of North American fire departments have returned to the 'acoustic' or

'air' traditional siren as its overtones help the public 'locate' and avoid the firetruck--the newer

electronic signals disperse almost pure tones which are hard to locate, especially in city

'canyons' of buildings.

A development is the use of the RDS system of car radios, whereby the vehicle can be fitted

with a short range FM transmitter, set to RDS code 31, which interrupts the radio of all cars

within range, in the manner of a traffic broadcast, but in such a way that the user of the

receiving radio is unable to opt out of the message (as with traffic broadcasts). This feature is

built in to all RDS radios for use in national emergency broadcast systems, but short range

units on emergency vehicles can prove an effective means of alerting traffic to their presence,

although is not able to alert pedestrians and non-RDS radio users.

8. Additional equipment

Firefighters may also have a range of additional equipment available to them, which may

include:
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8.1.Two Way Radio

One of the most important pieces of equipment. Many services have moved from

traditional UHF/VHF sets, which can be monitored externally, to more secure systems,

such as those working on a GSM system, such as TETRA

8.2. Mobile Data Terminal

Many appliances are fitted with Mobile Data Terminals (or MDTs), which are connected

wirelessly to a central computer, and enable firefighters to call up details such as incident

logs, maps of locations or exclusion zones.

8.3.Evidence gathering CCTV

Some fire vehicles can be fitted with video cameras used to record activity. They may

also be fitted with sound recording facilities. This is used for the protection of the crew

(and evidence of any assaults or intimidation of the firefighters) or can be used as

evidence relating to the incident itself.

8.4.Ramming pads

These rubberised pads are fitted to the chassis of the appliance, to allow the vehicle to be

used as a battering ram, or to push other vehicles off the road in an emergency.

9. CampbellShopping Complex fire inferno

The Campbell Shopping Complex fire was a major disaster in Malaysia which took place on

8 April 1976 at Jalan Campbell (now Jalan Dang Wangi), Kuala Lumpur. The entire

shopping complex including its 20 storey office tower block were completely destroyed in a

fire. It was Malaysia's first towering inferno and the worst fire disaster involving a highrise

building to date. The fire, which started at 10.30 pm, lasted for nearly 30 hours, claiming the

life of one victim, Yap Leong Hoem, 59, as well as the total losses of RM50 million. The

cause of the fire was an electrical short circuit.

The building was burnt for nearly 30 hours and fortunately, it did not collapse entirely as one

section of the podium had collapsed due to the intense heat. The building was only three

years old at the time of the blaze, having being opened in 1973 which was at that time Kuala
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Lumpur's first highrise shopping complex. It was kept under repair and reconstructed for a

few years after the blaze before it was reopened to the public around 1979.

10. Sawtooth Complex fire

The Sawtooth Complex fire was a group of wildfires in San Bernardino County in the U.S.

state of California in the summer of 2006. The Complex was made up of the Sawtooth,

Waters, and Ridge fires, and burnt in chaparral two miles (3.2 km) east of Yucca Valley.

The Sawtooth Complex fire was started by lightning on July 9, 2006 at 8:30 am PDT. The

fire burned 61,700 acres (250 km) and destroyed 50 homes, 8 mobile homes, 13 garages, 171

outbuildings, 191 cars and pick up trucks, 3 R.V.s, 27 trailers, 2 railcars, 9 tractors. 12

residences were damaged. There were 17 minor injuries and 1 civilian fatality.

Residents of Pioneertown, Skyline Ranch, Pipes Canyon, Gamma Gulch, northern

MorongoValley, Burns Canyonand Rimrock were placed under mandatory evacuations.

Pioneertown is the site of several historic structures dating back to 1940s Hollywoodfilm

production. While some buildings in Pioneertown were destroyed, the historic structures were

spared. At 5:00 pm PDT on July 14, the Sawtooth Complex fire merged with the Millard

Complex fire. The fire was 100% contained on July 18

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Fire protection

 Fire alarm system

 Design

 Fundamental design

 Devices

 Appliances

 Components

 Balanced Approach

 Common items to check for to avoid systemic problems
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Definition/Overview:

Fire protection: Fire protection is the safety and of the hazards associated with fires. It

involves the study of the behaviour, compartmentalisation, suppression and investigation of

fire and its related emergencies as well as the research and development, production, testing

and application of mitigating systems. In structures, be they land-based, offshore or even

ships, the owners and operators are responsible to maintain their facilities in accordance with

a design-basis that is rooted in laws, including the local building code and fire code, which

are enforced by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Buildings must be constructed in

accordance with the version of the building code that is in effect when an application for a

building permit is made. Building inspectors check on compliance of a building under

construction with the building code. Once construction is complete, a building must be

maintained in accordance with the current fire code, which is enforced by the fire prevention

officers of a local fire department. In the event of fire emergencies, Firefighters, fire

investigators, and other fire prevention personnel called to mitigate, investigate and learn

from the damage of a fire. Lessons learned from fires are applied to the authoring of both

building codes and fire codes.

Key Points:

1. Fire alarm system

A fire alarm system is an active fire protection system that detects fire or the effects of fire,

and as a result provides one or more of the following: notifies the occupants, notifies persons

in the surrounding area, summons the fire service, and controls all the fire alarm components

in a building. Fire alarm systems can include alarm initiating devices, alarm notification

appliances, control units, fire safety control devices, annunciators, power supplies, and

wiring.

2. Design

The design of the overall goals, general system type, and integration into the other facility

systems (active fire suppression, HVAC, lighting, electrical power, fire barriers, etc.) is

performed by competent engineers with experience in fire protection, who are licensed within

the geographical area of practice, such as a US State or a CanadianProvince. This is done in
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conjunction with the architect's design team during the design phase of the building project.

The detailed component selection and layout is provided by a technician as hired by the

contractor during the construction phase. In the United states, that person is usually certified

for fire alarm design by the National Institute for Certification of Engineering Technologies

(NICET).

The design is typically provided in compliance with the model building codes having

jurisdiction in that area. In the United States, NFPA 72, The National Fire Alarm Code is

usually used for the installation methods, testing and maintenance. Property insurance

company recommendations are also sometimes incorporated. Extensions of existing systems

are done considering the originally installed fire alarm system, and more than likely will be

proprietary to match the existing equipment.

3. Fundamental design

A fire alarm system is composed of components which can be classified into the following

categories.

3.1.Initiating Devices

These devices either sense the effects of a fire, or are manually activated by personnel,

resulting in a signal to the fire alarm panel. Examples are heat detectors, smoke detectors,

manual pull stations or call points, and sprinkler pressure or flow switches.

3.2. Main Fire alarm control (panel)

This is the central brain of the overall system, which coordinates the signals and resultant

actions of the system.

3.3.Fire Alarm Control Unit (Panel)

Any panel providing required functions, and has inputs and outputs. NAC Power booster

panels are the most common example.
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3.4. Power supply

Power supply because one of the fire alarm system objectives is life safety, fire alarm

system power supplies are redundant, and reliable when compared to electronic or

electrical systems of similar complexities (e.g., HVAC control systems). Primary supply-

Commercial light and power. Back-up/secondary supply - Usually sealed, lead-acid

batteries. NAC power supplies for additional notification appliances beyond the original

capability of the FACP. Generators are permitted under strict rules.

3.5.Notification appliances

These devices provide stimuli for initiating emergency action and provide information to

users, emergency response personnel, and occupants. Examples are bell, siren, horn,

speaker, light, or text display that provides audible, tactile, or visible outputs.

3.6.Supervisory signals

Detecting devices and signaling to indicate a condition in fire protection systems which is

not normal and could prevent the fire protection system from functioning as intended in

the event of a fire. An example is a closed valve which controls the water supply to a fire

sprinkler system. This does not indicate the failure of a component or subsystem of the

fire alarm system.

3.7.Trouble signal

Sometimes specific components or features of the fire alarm system, of which could

prevent the fire alarm or fire suppression system from functioning as intended. An

example is a disconnected wire at a heat detector.

3.8.Remote annunciation

A usually alpha-numeric display (may be graphic) that indicates where in the building the

alarm originated. It may also indicate the type of device. Used by emergency personnel

for locating the fire quickly. Sometimes these will contain some control functions such as

alarm silence and alarm reset. Must be key or keypad controlled.
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4. Devices

Fire alarm systems have devices connected to them to detect smoke and heat, or to alert the

occupants of an emergency. Below is a list of common devices found on a fire alarm.

4.1.Manual pull stations/manual call points

Devices to allow people to manually activate the fire alarm. Usually located near exits.

Also called "manual pull boxes". Other countries have different devices as standard, for

example the UK uses 'break-glass callpoints', when people break a small pane of glass to

activate the alarm.

4.2.Smoke detectors

Spot type: Photoelectric and Ionization; Line type: Projected Beam Smoke Detector; Air-

Sampling type: Cloud Chamber

4.3.Water Flow Switches

Detect when water is flowing through the fire sprinkler system

4.4.Valve Supervisory Switch

Indicates that a fire sprinkler system valve that is required to be open, is now closed (off-

normal).

5. Appliances

5.1.Notification Appliance

A fire alarm system component used to notify people of the need for action in connection

with the activation of a fire alarm device. Notification appliances may employ audible,

visible, tactile, textual or even olfactory stimuli to alert the occupants of a fire or other

emergency. Audible or Visible signals are the most common and may utilize speakers to

deliver live or pre-recorded instructions to the occupants. In the United States fire alarm

evacuation signals are required to use a standardized interrupted four count temporal

pattern to avoid confusion with other signals using similar sounding appliances.
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5.2.Magnetic Door Holders

Wall or floor mounted electromagnets controlled by a fire alarm system or directly

connected smoke detectors that hold open spring-loaded self-closing smoke tight doors by

magnetic attraction to a door mounted iron armature. When energized these magnets hold

open the door to allow free movement in building corridor. Upon detection of smoke or

other fire conditions power is removed from the electromagnet, and the spring-loaded

door is allowed to return to its closed position thus limiting the transmission of smoke

from one space to another through the door opening.

5.3.Emergency Voice Alarm Communications (EVAC) systems

An Emergency Voice Alarm Communication system is part of a fire alarm system that

uses high reliability speakers to notify the occupants of the need for action in connection

with a fire or other emergency. These speakers are special types of fire alarm Notification

Appliances. Emergency Voice Alarm Communication systems are employed in large

facilities where general undirected evacuation is considered impracticable or undesirable.

The Audible Textual signals from the speakers are used to direct the occupant's response

during a fire or other emergency. The system may be controlled from one or more

locations within the building known as Fire Wardens Stations, or from a single location

designated as the building Fire Command Center. Speakers are automatically activated by

the fire alarm system in a fire event, and following a pre-alert tone, selected groups of

speakers may transmit one or more prerecorded messages directing the occupants to

safety. These messages may be repeated in one or more languages. Trained personnel

activating and speaking into a dedicated microphone can suppress the replay of automated

messages in order to initiate or relay real time voice instructions.

6. Components

Structural fire protection (in land-based buildings, offshore construction or onboard ships) is

typically achieved via three means:

6.1.Passive fire protection

Passive fire protection (use of integral, fire-resistance rated wall and floor assemblies that

are used to form fire compartments intended to limit the spread of fire, or occupancy
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separations, or firewalls, to keep fires, high temperatures and flue gases within the fire

compartment of origin, thus enabling firefighting and evacuation)

6.2.Active fire protection

Active fire protection (manual and automatic detection and suppression of fires, as in

using and installing a Fire Sprinkler system or finding the fire (Fire alarm) and/or

extinguishing it)

6.3.Education

Education (ensuring that building owners and operators have copies and a working

understanding of the applicable building and fire codes, having a purpose-designed fire

safety plan and ensuring that building occupants, operators and emergency personnel

know the building, its means of Active fire protection and Passive fire protection, its

weak spots and strengths to ensure the highest possible level of safety)

7. Balanced Approach

Passive fire protection (PFP) in the form of compartmentalisation was developed prior to the

widespread use of active fire protection (AFP), mainly in the form of fire sprinklers. During

this time, PFP was the dominant mode of protection provided in facility designs. With the

widespread installation of fire sprinklers in the past 50 years, the reliance on PFP as the only

approach was reduced. There is a perception by some fire protection engineers and some

members of the fire protection construction industry that the model building codes have

changed with too much reliance on AFP.

Lobby groups are typically divided into two camps favouring active or passive fire

protection. Each camp tries to garner more business for itself through its influence in

establishing or changing local and national building and fire codes. At present, the camp

favouring AFP appears to be leading.

A balanced approach between all three parts, Education, AFP and PFP, is generally

recognised to be the best overall approach, but there are disagreements in emphasis. This is to

be expected, considering that many of the proponents of one camp or another have a vested

interest in the outcome, as they are involved in the sales or construction of one of the
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systems. Many insiders in the trade, who know how much field conditions can influence

matters, conclude that no one side has all the answers.

The relatively recent inclusion of performance based or objective based codes tend to support

AFP initiatives, and can lead to the justification for less substantial construction. Some

proponents of PFP feel that this new approach is not properly balanced, as the use of

automatic suppression with codes allowing performance based designs often favours the cost

savings resulting from less solid structures. At times it works the other way around, as

firewalls that protrude through the roof structure are used to "sub-divide" buildings such that

the separated parts do not require sprinklers.

The decision to favour AFP versus PFP in the design of a new building may be affected by

the lifecycle costs. Lifecycle costs can be shifted from capital to operational budgets and vice

versa. AFP, may initially require less capital to install, but due to its nature requires

significant operational resources to maintain. PFP on the other hand, may be more costly to

install but less costly to maintain. Planners consider the expected life expectancy of a

building to make the most beneficial long term decision.

8. Common items to check for to avoid systemic problems

In compliance with the local building code and fire code, the architect and his other

consultants typically outline the basic fire protection plan for a building. When applications

for a building permit are made, this plan then becomes known to the Authority Having

Jurisdiction (AHJ). If accepted by the AHJ, a permit is issued. Deviations from that original

plan, should be made known to the AHJ to make sure that the change is still in compliance

with the law. For existing buildings, this means that changes are to be approved through the

permit regime, even though the structure already exists. The City of Toronto, for instance,

publishes a list of items to tell interested parties when a permit is required.Toronto also

indicates when a permit is not required. The idea behind this is to catch and prevent any

unsafe conditions that may violate the law and put people at risk. For fire protection, this

means that if any one of the three components of Fire Protection fail, the fire safety plan can

be immediately and severely compromised. Examples of code violations can be seen here.

For example, if the firestop systems in a structure were inoperable, a significant part of the

fire safety plan would not work in the event of a fire because the walls and floors that contain

the firestops are intended to have a fire-resistance rating, which has been achieved through
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passing a fire test and, often, product certification of the components involved in the

construction of those walls and floors.

It is a physical impossibility to pass a fire test, that demands that the wall or floor in question

not permit the passage of fire, when there is a hole in it to let the fire through or when that

hole develops before the fire-resistance duration period for the subject barrier is elapsed.

Therefore, an improperly sealed or an unsealed penetration such as this removes the rating of

the wall or floor it is in. If that wall or floor performs a structural function as well as forming

part of an area of refuge, for instance, it is easy to see why this violation can have a

cumulative effect, which is why municipalities use the permit process and on-site inspections

to minimise the risk to the public. Since the overall plan depends on all pieces, it is important

to see that each item is in fact functional. Likewise, if there were a sprinkler system or an

alarm system, but it's down for lack of knowledgeable maintenance, or if building occupants

prop open a fire door and then run a carpet through, the likelihood of damage and casualties

is markedly increased. It is vital for everyone to realise that fire protection within a structure

is a system that relies on all of its components

In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Fire Investigation

Planning For Emergency Response

Topic Objective:

 Investigating fires

 Recommended practices

 Conducting investigations

 Licensure

 National Association of Fire Investigators

 Forensic electrical engineering

 Goals

 Applications

 Liability
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Definition/Overview:

Fire investigation: sometimes referred to as origin and cause investigation, is the analysis of

fire-related incidents. After firefighters extinguish a fire, an investigation is launched to

determine the origin and cause of the fire or explosion. Investigations of such incidents are

done using a systematic approach and knowledge of basic fire science.

Key Points:

1. Investigating fires

Fire investigation is one of the most difficult of the forensic sciences to practice. In most

forensic disciplines, even the basic question of whether a crime has been committed is

normally obvious. During a fire investigation, an entire process must be undertaken just to

determine if the case involves arson or not. The difficulty of determining whether an arson

fire has occurred or not arises because fires destroy evidence. A fire investigator looks at

what is left behind after a fire and obtains information to piece together the events that

occurred in the moments leading up to the fire.

One of the challenging aspects of fire investigation is the multi-disciplinary base of the

investigator's job. Fires can be caused by or involve most things people see or use. For this

reason, fire investigators need to know not only basic science of fire behavior, but knowledge

of many different areas of study (including construction, electricity, human behaviour,

vehicles etc) is helpful. If the fire origin has, for example, a gas appliance, an investigator

should know enough about appliances to either include or exclude it as a possible cause of the

fire. Fire investigators must also know their own limitations and call upon experts to assist

when needed. Accordingly, fire investigators sometimes work with forensic electrical

engineers (when examining electrical appliances, household wiring, etc.) or others skilled in

forensic engineering (gas-powered appliances, air handling equipment, gas delivery systems,

etc.).

2. Recommended practices

In the United States, one of the guides fire investigators may refer to is published by the

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) for codes, standards, and suggested practices

about conducting fire investigations. The most recent edition of this guide, titled NFPA 921:

Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations, was published in 2008. The information,

standards, and practices discussed below are those which appear in NFPA 921.
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3. Conducting investigations

Fire investigators conduct their investigations using a systematic approach. The approach

endorsed by the NFPA is that of the scientific method (for a more detailed discussion, see the

article on NFPA 921). There are five components that create a methodology with which fires

are investigated using a systematic approach:

 The assignment is received and the investigator is notified of his/her responsibilities

 The investigator plans the investigation and assembles tools, equipment, and personnel

 The scene is examined and data is collected

 Physical evidence is collected, documented, tested, and evaluated

 The scientific method is used to analyze the information obtained

4. Licensure

 The International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI), a professional group of fire

investigators, grants a National Board Certified fire investigation certification called the

"Certified Fire Investigator" (IAAI-CFI).

 For more information, please visit their website at http://www.firearson.com

5. National Association of Fire Investigators

The National Association of Fire Investigators (NAFI), a professional association of fire and

explosion investigators, offer several National Board Certified fire investigation

certifications, including:

 Certified Fire and Explosion Investigatior (CFEI),

 Certified Vehicle Fire Investigator (CVFI), and

 Certified Fire Investigation Instructor (CFII).

6. Forensic electrical engineering

Forensic electrical engineering is a branch of forensic engineering, and is concerned with

investigating electrical failures and accidents in a legal context. Many forensic electrical

engineering investigations apply to fires suspected to be caused by electrical failures.

Forensic electrical engineers are most commonly retained by insurance companies or

attorneys representing insurance companies, or by manufacturers or contractors defending
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themselves against subrogation by insurance companies. Other areas of investigation include

accident investigation involving electrocution, and intellectual property disputes such as

patent actions. Additionally, since electrical fires are most often cited as the cause for

"suspect" fires an electrical engineer is often employed to evaluate the electrical equipment

and systems to determine whether the cause of the fire was electrical in nature.

7. Goals

The ultimate goal of these investigations is often to determine the legal liability for a fire or

other accident for purposes of insurance subrogation or an injury lawsuit. Some examples

include:

7.1.Defective appliances

If a property fire was caused by an appliance which had a manufacturing or design defect

(for example, a coffee maker overheating and igniting), making it unreasonably

hazardous, the insurance company might attempt to collect the cost of the fire damage

("subrogate") from the manufacturer; if the fire caused personal injury or death, the

injured party might also attempt an injury lawsuit against the manufacturer, in addition to

the carrier of health or life insurance attempting subrogation.

7.2.Improper workmanship

If, for example, an electrician made an improper installation in a house, leading to an

electrical fault and fire, he or she could likewise be the target of subrogation or an injury

lawsuit (for this reason, electricians are required to carry liability insurance).

7.3.Electrical injury

If an electrical fault or unreasonably hazardous electrical system causes an electrical

injury ("electrocution" if the injury is fatal), the party responsible for the electrical

accident can be the target of insurance subrogation or an injury lawsuit.

7.4.Equipment failure

If electrical equipment stops functioning, it can cause a loss of income (such as a factory

losing productivity due to inoperative equipment) or additional damage (such as food
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products spoiling due to loss of refrigeration), and again be the subject of a subrogation or

liability case. Liability in such a case can also include the cost of repairing or replacing

the equipment, which can be substantial.

8. Applications

Forensic electrical engineers are also involved in some arson and set-fire investigations;

while it is not common for arsonists to cause electrical failures to ignite fires, the presence of

electrical appliances and systems in many fires scenes often requires them to be evaluated as

possible accidental causes of the fire. Some electrical means of ignition, when discovered, are

fairly obvious to an origin and cause investigator and most likely do not require consulting

with a forensic electrical engineer. (Note that "arson" refers specifically to a criminal act,

subject to criminal prosecution; a more general term is a "set fire". A homeowner setting a

fire deliberately in order to defraud an insurance company might be prosecuted for arson by a

government body; however, the insurance company would concern itself only with denying

the insurance claim, possibly leading to a civil lawsuit.) Patent disputes may also require the

expert opinion of an electrical engineer to advise a court. Issues in conflict may include the

precise meaning of technical terms (especially in the patent claims, the prior art in a particular

product field and the obviousness of various patents.

9. Liability

Most states have a statute of ultimate repose (similar to, but not to be confused with, a statute

of limitations) that limits the length of time after which a party can legally be held liable for

their negligent act or defective product. Many states have a "useful life" statute of ultimate

repose. Therefore, a determination of the length of time the product would normally be

expected to be used before wearing out needs to made. For example, a refrigerator might

have a longer "useful life" than an eletric fan; an airplane might have a longer useful life than

a car. Some states pick an arbitrary number of years for the statute of ulitimate repose. It may

be short (six or seven years) or longer 15 or 25 years. If a coffee maker starts on fire after the

statute of ultimate repose has expired, the manufacturer can no longer be held liable for

manufacturing or design defects. The statute of ultimate repose is different from the statute of

limitations. In a state with a short statute of ultimate repose, it is common that a person's right

to bring a claim in court expires before their injury ever occurs. Thus, if a defective product

(for example a car) caused a collision when the steering failed, but the collision occurred after
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the expiration of a staute of ultimate repose, no claim could be brought against the

manufacturer for selling a defective product. The right to bring the claim expired before the

claim even occurred

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Incident management

 Ventilation

 Plan

 Planning

 What should a plan be?

 Purpose of Plan

 Importance of the planning Process

 Preparing a Plan

 Applications In organizations

 In public policy

Definition/Overview:

Incident management: Incident management (IcM) refers to the activities of an organization

to identify, analyze and correct hazards. For instance, a fire in a factory would be a risk that

realized, or an incident that happened. An Incident Response Team (IRT) or an Incident

Management Team (IMT), specifically designated for the task beforehand or on the spot,

would then manage the organization through the incident.

Planning: Planning in organizations and public policy is both the organizational process of

creating and maintaining a plan; and the psychological process of thinking about the activities

required to create a desired future on some scale. As such, it is a fundamental property of

intelligent behavior. This thought process is essential to the creation and refinement of a plan,

or integration of it with other plans, that is, it combines forecasting of developments with the

preparation of scenarios of how to react to them.

Procedure: A procedure is a specification of series of actions, acts or operations which have

to be executed in the same manner in order to always obtain the same result in the same
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circumstances (for example, emergency procedures). Less precisely speaking, this word can

indicate a sequence of activities, tasks, steps, decisions, calculations and processes, that when

undertaken in the sequence laid down produces the described result, product or outcome. A

procedure usually induces a change.

Key Points:

1. Incident management

Usually as part of the wider management process in private organizations, incident

management is followed by post-incident analysis where it is determined why the incident

happened despite precautions and controls. This information is then used as feedback to

further develop the security policy and/or its practical implementation. In the USA, the

National Incident Management System, developed by the Department of Homeland Security,

integrates effective practices in emergency management into a comprehensive national

framework. Buildings that are made of flammable materials such as wood are different from

so called "fire-resistant" buildings such as concrete high-rises. Generally, a "fire-resistant"

building is designed to limit fire to a small area or floor. Other floors can be safe simply by

preventing smoke inhalation and damage. All buildings suspected of being on fire must be

evacuated, regardless of fire rating.

While sometimes fires can be limited to small areas of a structure, wider collateral damage

due to smoke, water, and burning embers is common. Utility shutoff (such as gas and

electricity) is typically an early priority of arriving fire crews. Furthermore, fire prevention

can take on a special meaning for property where hazardous materials are being used or

stored.

2. Ventilation

Some fire fighting tactics may appear to be destructive, but often serve specific needs. For

example, during "ventilation" firefighters are often forced to open holes in the roof or floors

of a structure (called "vertical ventilation") or open windows or walls (called "horizontal

ventilation") to remove smoke and heated gases from the interior of the structure. Such

ventilation methods are also used to locate victims quicker as visibility increases and to help
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preserve the life of trapped or unconscious individuals due to the poisonous gases inside of

the structure.

Vertical Ventilation is absolutely vital to firefighter safety in the event of a Flashover or

Backdraft scenario. Releasing the flammable gasses through the roof often eliminates the

possibility of a backdraft and by the removal of heat the possibility of a flashover is reduced

significantly. Flashovers, due to their intense heat (900 - 1200 degrees fahrenheit) and

explosive temperaments are almost always fatal to firefighter personnel. Precautionary

methods, such as busting a window out, often reveal back draft situations before the

firefighter enters the structure and is met with the circumstance head-on. Firefighter safety is

the number one priority.

Whenever possible, movable property is moved into the middle of a room and covered with a

heavy cloth tarp (a "salvage cover"). Other steps may be taken to divert or remove fire flow

runoff (thus salvaging property by avoiding unnecessary damage), retrieving/protecting

valuables found during suppression or overhaul, and boarding windows, roofs and doors

against the elements and looters.

Searching a building is normally a two to three man team. The most common way to search a

building that is filled with smoke is to crawl on hands and knees with an axe (or any other

tool) in the firefighter's left hand. The firefighter will keep one hand on the wall, or a foot in

contact at all times with the wall. And scoot himself forward, swinging the handle of the axe

back and forth, searching for any objects in his way. If the object moves when touched, it

might be a person. Depending on the sound/feel it gives back, he can check what ever the

object was. If it's not a person, he will continue down along the wall.

3. Plan

A plan is typically any procedure used to achieve an objective. It is a set of intended actions,

through which one expects to achieve a goal. Plans can be formal or informal:

 Structured and formal plans, used by multiple people, are more likely to occur in projects,

diplomacy, careers, economic development, military campaigns, combat, or in the conduct of

other business.

 Informal or ad-hoc plans are created by individuals in all of their pursuits.
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The most popular ways to describe plans are by their breadth, time frame, and specificity;

however, these planning classifications are not independent of one another. For instance,

there is a close relationship between the short-and long-term categories and the strategic and

operational categories. It is common for less formal plans to be created as abstract ideas, and

remain in that form as they are maintained and put to use. More formal plans as used for

business and military purposes, while initially created with and as an abstract thought, are

likely to be written down, drawn up or otherwise stored in a form that is accessible to

multiple people across time and space. This allows more reliable collaboration in the

execution of the plan

4. Planning

The term is also used to describe the formal procedures used in such an endeavor, such as the

creation of documents, diagrams, or meetings to discuss the important issues to be addressed,

the objectives to be met, and the strategy to be followed. Beyond this, planning has a

different meaning depending on the political or economic context in which it is used.

5. What should a plan be?

A plan should be a realistic view of the expectations. Depending upon the activities, a plan

can be long range, intermediate range or short range. It is the framework within which it must

operate. For management seeking external support, the plan is the most important document

and key to growth. Preparation of a comprehensive plan will not guarantee success, but lack

of a sound plan will almost certainly ensure failure.

6. Purpose of Plan

Just as no two organizations are alike, so also their plans. It is therefore important to prepare

a plan keeping in view the necessities of the enterprise. A plan is an important aspect of

business. It serves the following three critical functions: Helps management to clarify, focus,

and research their business's or project's development and prospects. Provides a considered

and logical framework within which a business can develop and pursue business strategies

over the next three to five years. Offers a benchmark against which actual performance can

be measured and reviewed.
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7. Importance of the planning Process

A plan can play a vital role in helping to avoid mistakes or recognize hidden opportunities.

Preparing a satisfactory plan of the organization is essential. The planning process enables

management to understand more clearly what they want to achieve, and how and when they

can do it. A well-prepared business plan demonstrates that the managers know the business

and that they have thought through its development in terms of products, management,

finances, and most importantly, markets and competition. Planning helps in forecasting the

future, makes the future visible to some extent. It bridges between where we are and where

we want to go. Planning is looking ahead.

8. Preparing a Plan

Planning is not done off hand. It is prepared after careful and extensive research. For a

comprehensive business plan, management has to

 Clearly define the target / goal in writing.

 It should be set by a person having authority.

 The goal should be realistic.

 It should be specific.

 Acceptability

 Easily measurable

 Identify all the main issues which need to be addressed.

 Review past performance.

 Decide budgetary requirement.

 Focus on matters of strategic importance.

 What are requirements and how will they be met?

 What will be the likely length of the plan and its structure?

 Identify shortcomings in the concept and gaps.

 Strategies for implementation.

 Review periodically.

9. Applications In organizations

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

77
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



Planning is also a management function, concerned with defining goals for future

organizational performance and deciding on the tasks and resources to be used in order to

attain those goals. To meet the goals, managers may develop plans such as a business plan or

a marketing plan. Planning always has a purpose. The purpose may be achievement of certain

goals or targets. The planning helps to achieve these goals or target by using the available

time and resources. To minimize the timing and resources also require proper planning.

10. In public policy

Planning refers to the practice and the profession associated with the idea of planning an idea

yourself, (land use planning, urban planning or spatial planning). In many countries, the

operation of a town and country planning system is often referred to as 'planning' and the

professionals which operate the system are known as 'planners'....... Planning: Planning is a

process for accomplishing purpose. It is blue print of business growth and a road map of

development. It helps in deciding objectives both in quantitative and qualitative terms. It is

setting of goals on the basis of objectives and keeping in view the resources.

It is a conscious as well as sub-conscious activity. It is an anticipatory decision making

process that helps in coping with complexities. It is deciding future course of action from

amongst alternatives. It is a process that involves making and evaluating each set of

interrelated decisions. It is selection of missions, objectives and translation of knowledge into

action.

A planned performance brings better results compared to unplanned one. A Managers job is

planning, monitoring and controlling. Planning and goal setting are important traits of an

organization. It is done at all levels of the organization. Planning includes the plan, the

thought process, action, and implementation. Planning gives more power over the future.

Planning is deciding in advance what to do, how to do it, when to do it, and who should do it.

It bridges the gap from where the organization is to where it wants to be. The planning

function involves establishing goals and arranging them in logical order

In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:
Support Organization

Careers In Fire Protection
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Topic Objective:

 Basis Incidents

 Events

 Incident Action Plan

 Comprehensive Resource Management

 Integrated Communications

 Incident Commander

 Command Staff

 General Staff

 Facilities

 Incident Command Post (ICP)

 Multiple AgencyCoordination Center (MACC)

 Equipment

 Command transfer

 Occupancy

 Building code

 Firestops

 Building utilisation

 Fire protection

Definition/Overview:

Incident Command System: The Incident Command System (ICS) is a standardized, on-

scene, all-hazard incident management concept in the United States. It is a management

protocol originally designed for emergency management agencies and later federalized. ICS

is based upon a flexible, scalable response organization providing a common framework

within which people can work together effectively. These people may be drawn from

multiple agencies that do not routinely work together, and ICS is designed to give standard

response and operation procedures to reduce the problems and potential for

miscommunication on such incidents. ICS has been summarized as a "first-on-scene"

structure, where the first responder on a scene has charge of the scene until the incident is
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resolved or the initial responder transitions incident command to an arriving, more-qualified

individual.

Occupancy: Occupancy is a defined legal term in building construction and building codes.

It refers to the use or intended use of a building or part thereof for the shelter or support of

persons, animals or property. A closely-related meaning is the number of units in such a

building that are rented or leased, or otherwise in-use. The lack of occupancy in this sense is

a vacancy.

Key Points:

1. Basis Incidents

Incidents are defined within ICS as unplanned situations necessitating a response. Examples

of incidents may include:

 Any emergency medical situation (ambulance service)

 A Hazardous Materials spill

 Terrorist attacks

 Natural disasters such as wildfires, flooding, earthquake or tornado

 Man-made disasters such as vehicle crashes, industrial accidents, train derailments, or

structural fires

 Search and Rescue operations

2. Events

Events are defined within ICS as planned situations. Incident command is increasingly

applied to events both in emergency management and non-emergency management settings.

Examples of events may include:

 Concerts

 Parades and other ceremonies

 Fairs and other gatherings

 Training exercises

 Foundations
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Unity of Command means that each individual participating in the operation reports to only

one supervisor. This eliminates the potential for individuals to receive conflicting orders from

a variety of supervisors, thus increasing accountability, preventing freelancing, improving the

flow of information, helping with the coordination of operational efforts, and enhancing

operational safety.

3. Clear Text (Common Terminology)

Clear Text (Common terminology) describes the format and phrasing of all incident

communications. As an emergency response organization is often made of individuals who

normally do not work together as a team, when they come together the use of common

terminology is viewed as an essential element in team building and communications, both

internally and with other organizations responding to the incident. The Incident Command

System promotes the use of common terminology, and has an associated glossary of terms

that help bring consistency to position titles, the description of resources and how they can be

organized, the type and names of incident facilities, and a host of other subjects. The most

apparent implementation of this concept is in radio communication; 10-codes (e.g. "10-4" to

mean "I understand"), acronyms, and potentially arcane abbreviations are not to be used on

the radio. Radio prowords (e.g. "Wilco" to mean "I understand and will comply") are

generally accepted due to their universality.

4. Management by Objective

Management by Objective is the heart of management planning. In principle, all actions at an

incident should be directed toward satisfying a major goal of the incident. The Incident

Commander and Planning Section are responsible for the development of strategic objectives

that clearly define what the incident team is working to achieve during operations. Based

upon the information presented at the initial incident planning meeting and the analysis of

incident potential and impacts, the Incident Commander and Section Chiefs should have a

clear understanding of the major goals that need to be completed. Objectives are usually

written, and any event with a written Incident Action Plan must have the objectives included

in that written plan.
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5. Flexible/Modular Organization

Flexible/Modular Organization describes the ability of an Incident Command structure to

expand and contract efficiently as needed by the incident scope or available personnel. Only

positions that are required for an adequate response should be filled, and ICS sections are

kept as small as possible to accomplish incident objectives and monitor progress, within

effective span-of-control. The level of response necessary for a specific incident dictates how

and when the organization develops, and in many instances not all sections need to be

activated. Only in the largest and most complex operations would the full ICS organization

be staffed.

6. Span-of-control

Span-of-control is the most fundamentally important management principle of ICS. It applies

to the management of individual responsibilities and response resources. The objective is to

limit the number of responsibilities being handled by, and the number of resources reporting

directly to, an individual. ICS considers that any single person's span of control should be

between three and seven, with five being ideal. In other words, one manager should have no

more than seven people working under them at any given time.

When span-of-control problems arise around an individual's ability to address

responsibilities, they can be addressed by expanding the organization in a modular fashion.

This can be accomplished in a variety of ways. An Incident Commander can delegate

responsibilities to a deputy and/or activate members of the Command Staff. Members of the

Command Staff can delegate responsibilities to Assistants, etc. There may be exceptions,

usually in lower-risk assignments or where resources work in close proximity to each other.

7. Coordination

Coordination on any incident or event is possible and effective due to the implementation of

the following concepts:

8. Incident Action Plan

Incident Action Plans include the measurable strategic operations to be achieved and are

prepared around a time frame called an Operational Period. Incident Action Plans may be
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verbal or written (except for hazardous material incidents where it has to be written), and are

prepared by the Planning Section. The IAP insures that everyone is working in concert

toward the same goals set for that operational period. The purpose of this plan is to provide

all incident supervisory personnel with direction for actions to be implemented during the

operational period identified in the plan. Incident Action Plans provide a coherent means of

communicating the overall incident objectives in the context of both operational and support

activities. The consolidated IAP is a very important component of the ICS that reduces

freelancing and ensures a coordinated response. At the simplest level, all Incident Action

Plans must have four elements:

 What do we want to do?

 Who is responsible for doing it?

 How do we communicate with each other?

 What is the procedure if someone is injured?

9. Comprehensive Resource Management

Comprehensive Resource Management is a key management principle that implies that all

assets and personnel during an event need to be tracked and accounted for. It can also include

processes for reimbursement for resources, as appropriate. Resource management includes

processes for:

 Categorizing resources.

 Ordering resources.

 Dispatching resources.

 Tracking resources.

 Recovering resources.

Comprehensive Resource Management ensures that visibility is maintained over all resources

so they can be moved quickly to support the preparation and response to an incident, and

ensuring a graceful demobilization. It also applies to the classification of resources by type

and kind, and the categorization of resources by their status. Assigned resources are those that

are working on a field assignment under the direction of a supervisor. Available resources are

those that are ready for deployment, but have not been assigned to a field assignment.
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Out-of-service resources are those that are not in either the " available" or "assigned"

categories. Resources can be "out-of-service" for a variety of reasons including: resupplying

after a sortie (most common), shortfall in staffing, personnel taking a rest,

damaged/inoperable.

10. Integrated Communications

The use of a common communications plan is essential for ensuring that responders can

communicate with one another during an incident. Communication equipment, procedures,

and systems must operate across jurisdictions (interoperably). Developing an integrated voice

and data communications system, including equipment, systems, and protocols, must occur

prior to an incident.

11. Incident Commander

11.1. Single Incident Commander

Most incidents involve a single Incident Commander. In these incidents a single person

commands the incident response and is the decision-making final authority.

11.2. Unified Command

A Unified Command is used on larger incidents usually when multiple agencies are

involved. A Unified Command typically includes a command representative from major

involved agencies and one from that group to act as the spokesman, though not

designated as an Incident Commander. A Unified Command acts as a single entity.

11.3. Area Command

During multiple-incident situations, an Area Command may be established to provide for

Incident Commanders at separate locations. Generally, an Area Commander will be

assigned - a single person - and the Area Command will operate as a logistical and

administrative support. Area Commands usually do not include an Operations function.
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12. Command Staff

12.1. Safety Officer

The Safety Officer monitors safety conditions and develops measures for assuring the

safety of all assigned personnel.

12.2. Public Information Officer

The Public Information Officer serves as the conduit for information to internal and

external stakeholders, including the media or other organizations seeking information

directly from the incident or event.

12.3. Liaison

A Liaison serves as the primary contact for supporting agencies assisting at an

incident.

13. General Staff

13.1. Operations Section Chief

The Operations Section Chief is tasked with directing all actions to meet the incident

objectives.

13.2. Planning Section Chief

The Planning Section Chief is tasked with the collection and display of incident

information, primarily consisting of the status of all resources and overall status of the

incident.

13.3. Finance/Administration Section Chief

The Finance/Admin. Section Chief is tasked with tracking incident related costs,

personnel records, requisitions, and administrating procurement contracts required by

Logistics.
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13.4. Logistics Section Chief

The Logistics Section Chief is tasked with providing all resources, services, and support

required by the incident.

14. Facilities

ICS uses a standard set of facility nomenclature. ICS facilities include: Pre-Designated

Incident Facilities: Response operations can form a complex structure that must be held

together by response personnel working at different and often widely separate incident

facilities. These facilities can include:

15. Incident Command Post (ICP)

The ICP is the location where the Incident Commander operates during response operations.

There is only one ICP for each incident or event, but it may change locations during the

event. Every incident or event must have some form of an Incident Command Post. The ICP

may be located in a vehicle, trailer, tent, or within a building. The ICP will be positioned

outside of the present and potential hazard zone but close enough to the incident to maintain

command. The ICP will be designated by the name of the incident, e.g., Trail Creek ICP.

15.1. Staging Area

Can be a location at or near an incident scene where tactical response resources are stored

while they await assignment. Resources in staging area are under the control of the

Logistics Section and are always in available status. Staging Areas should be located

close enough to the incident for a timely response, but far enough away to be out of the

immediate impact zone. There may be more than one Staging Area at an incident. Staging

Areas can be collocated with the ICP, Bases, Camps, Helibases, or Helispots.

15.2. Base

A Base is the location from which primary logistics and administrative functions are

coordinated and administered. The Base may be collocated with the Incident Command

Post. There is only one Base per incident, and it is designated by the incident name. The
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Base is established and managed by the Logistics Section. The resources in the Base are

always out-of-service.

15.3. Camps

Locations, often temporary, within the general incident area that are equipped and staffed

to provide sleeping, food, water, sanitation, and other services to response personnel that

are too far away to use base facilities. Other resources may also be kept at a camp to

support incident operations if a Base is not accessible to all resources. Camps are

designated by geographic location or number. Multiple Camps may be used, but not all

incidents will have Camps.

15.4. Helibase

A Helibase is the location from which helicopter-centered air operations are conducted.

Helibases are generally used on a more long-term basis and include such services as

fueling and maintenance. The Helibase is usually designated by the name of the incident,

e.g. Trail Creek Helibase.

15.5. Helispots

Helispots are more temporary locations at the incident, where helicopters can safely land

and take off. Multiple Helispots may be used.

Each facility has unique location, space, equipment, materials, and supplies requirements that

are often difficult to address, particularly at the outset of response operations. For this reason,

responders should identify, pre-designate and pre-plan the layout of these facilities, whenever

possible. On large or multi-level incidents, higher-level support facilities may be activated.

16. Multiple Agency CoordinationCenter (MACC)

Also known as anEmergency Operations Center, the MACC is a central command and

control facility responsible for the strategic, or "big picture" of the disaster. Personnel within

the MACC use Multi-agency Coordination to guide their operations. The MACC coordinates

activities between multiple agencies and does not normally directly control field assets, but

makes strategic decisions and leaves tactical decisions to individual agencies. The common
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functions of all EOC's is to collect, gather and analyze data; make decisions that protect life

and property, maintain continuity of the government or corporation, within the scope of

applicable laws; and disseminate those decisions to all concerned agencies and individuals.

17. Equipment

ICS uses a standard set of equipment nomenclature. ICS equipment include:

Tanker - This is an aircraft that carries fuel (Fuel Tanker) or water (Water Tanker).

Tender - Like a tanker, but a ground vehicle, also carrying fuel (Fuel Tender) or water (Water

Tender).

18. Type and kind

The "type" of resource describes the size or capability of a resource. For instance, a 50 kW

(for a generator) or a 3-ton (for a truck). Types are designed to be categorized as "Type 1"

through "Type 5" formally, but in live incidents more specific information may be used. The

"kind" of resource describes what the resource is. For instance, generator or a truck. The

"type" of resource describes a performance capability for a kind of resource for instance,

In both type and kind, the objective must be included in the resource request. This is done to

widen the potential resourse response. As an example, a resource request for a small aircraft

for arial reconnaissance of a search and rescue scene may be satisfied by a National Guard

OH-58 Kiowa helicopter (Type & Kind: Rotary-wing aircraft, Type II/III) or by a Civil Air

Patrol Cessna 182 (Type& Kind: Fixed-wing aircraft, Type I). In this example, requesting

only a fixed-wing or a rotary-wing, or requesting by type may prevent the other resource's

availability from being known.

19. Command transfer

A role of responsibility can be transferred during an incident for several reasons: As the

incident grows a more qualified person is required to take over as Incident Commander to

handle the ever-growing needs of the incident, or in reverse where as an incident reduces in

size command can be passed down to a less qualified person (but still qualified to run the

now-smaller incident) to free up highly-qualified resources for other tasks or incidents. Other
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reasons to transfer command include jurisdictional change if the incident moves locations or

area of responsibility, or normal turnover of personnel due to extended incidents. The transfer

of command process always includes a transfer of command briefing, which may be oral,

written, or a combination of both.

20. Occupancy

Occupancy is a defined legal term in building construction and building codes. It refers to the

use or intended use of a building or part thereof for the shelter or support of persons, animals

or property. A closely-related meaning is the number of units in such a building that are

rented or leased, or otherwise in-use. The lack of occupancy in this sense is a vacancy.

21. Building code

It is possible to have multiple occupancies (or building uses) within one building. For

instance, one may have a high-rise building, where the lower levels are occupied by retail

stores, whereas the upper levels could be residential.

Different occupancies within one building are separated by a fire barrier with a defined fire-

resistance rating. It is common for a penetration, such as a fire door, to have a fire protection

rating lower than the wall fire resistance rating in which it is installed. For example, a two-

hour fire separation normally requires fire doors rated at 90-minutes.

For some high challenge occupancies the code requirements for an occupancy separation are

more stringent than for other fire-barriers, even with an identical fire-resistance rating. In this

case, an occupancy separation with a two-hour fire-resistance rating may not be able to de-

rate its closures, such fire doors or firestops. For example, a two-hour rated high challenge

fire wall requires 2 hr rated fire doors.

22. Firestops

Firestops in occupancy separations are also more likely to be required not only an equal fire

protection rating (a fire-resistance rating for closures) but must also provide a temperature

rating, such that the components of the firestop systems, including the penetrants, are not

permitted to rise in temperature above 140C (284F) on average or 180C (356F) on any single

point, so as to lower the likelihood of auto-ignition on the unexposed side. In this manner,
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occupancy separations are treated similarly to fire walls, which are structurally stable in case

of a fire, limiting fire-induced building collapse.

In this sense, there are two occupancies in most single-family homes: the garage and the

living space of the home. Because automobile gasoline or petrol is flammable, an occupancy

separation is often required between the two, should there be a vehicle fire. Water heaters and

central heating are often placed in this space as well, for their use of natural gas, propane, or

other fossil fuels in combustion. This also helps to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.

23. Building utilisation

Occupancy can also refer to the number of units in use, such as hotel rooms, apartment flats,

or offices. When a motel is at full (100%) occupancy, a NO VACANCY neon sign is often

turned on (though the sign often still says VACANCY at other times). Office buildings and

apartments in particular aim for full occupancy, but if too many are built in an area this is

often not the case. Completely vacant buildings can also attract crime, and are eventually

targeted for redevelopment or at least renovation.

Occupancy can also mean the number of persons using an undivided space, such as a meeting

room, ballroom, auditorium, or stadium. As with building codes, fire-protection authorities

often set a limit on the number of people that can occupy a space, primarily because they

must be able to leave the building through the available number of exits in a reasonable

amount of time, without tripping or trampling each other in a panicked stampede, possibly

blinded by smoke. The integrity of a structure may also be at stake, because too many people

will put excessive weight and other forces, leading in some cases to a collapse. An occupancy

sensor is a device that can tell if someone is in a room, and is often used in home automation

and security systems. These are typically more advanced than motion sensors, which can only

detect motion.

24. Fire protection

Fire protection is the study and practice of mitigating the unwanted effects of fires. It

involves the study of the behaviour, compartmentalisation, suppression and investigation of

fire and its related emergencies, as well as the research and development, production, testing
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and application of mitigating systems. In structures, be they land-based, offshore or even

ships, the owners and operators are responsible to maintain their facilities in accordance with

a design-basis that is rooted in laws, including the local building code and fire code, which

are enforced by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Buildings must be constructed in

accordance with the version of the building code that is in effect when an application for a

building permit is made. Building inspectors check on compliance of a building under

construction with the building code. Once construction is complete, a building must be

maintained in accordance with the current fire code, which is enforced by the fire prevention

officers of a local fire department. In the event of fire emergencies, Firefighters, fire

investigators, and other fire prevention personnel called to mitigate, investigate and learn

from the damage of a fire. Lessons learned from fires are applied to the authoring of both

building codes and fire codes. In the United States, this term is used by engineers and code

officials when referring only to active and passive fire protection systems, and does usually

not encompass fire detection systems such as fire alarms or smoke detection.

25. Building Operation in conformance with Design

The building is designed in compliance with the local building code and fire code by the

architect and other consultants. A building permit is issued after review by the Authority

Having Jurisdiction (AHJ). Deviations from that original plan should be made known to the

AHJ to make sure that the change is still in compliance with the law to prevent any unsafe

conditions that may violate the law and put people at risk. For example, if the firestop

systems in a structure were inoperable, a significant part of the fire safety plan would not

work in the event of a fire because the walls and floors that contain the firestops are intended

to have a fire-resistance rating, which has been achieved through passing a fire test and,

often, product certification of the components involved in the construction of those walls and

floors. Likewise, if the sprinkler system or fire alarm system is is inoperable for lack of

knowledgeable maintenance, or if the building occupants prop open a fire door and then run a

carpet through, the likelihood of damage and casualties is increased. It is vital for everyone to

realise that fire protection within a structure is a system that relies on all of its components.

26. Fireproofing

Fireproofing, a passive fire protection measure, refers to the act of making materials or

structures more resistant to fire, or to those materials themselves, or the act of applying such
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materials. Applying a certification listed fireproofing system to certain structures allows these

to have a fire-resistance rating. The term fireproof does not necessarily mean that an item

cannot ever burn: It relates to measured performance under specific conditions of testing and

evaluation. Fireproofing does not allow treated items to be entirely unaffected by any fire, as

conventional materials are not immune to the effects of fire at a sufficient intensity and/or

duration

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will able to learn:

 Firefighters

 Fire Protection Careers

 Firefighting worldwide

 Goals of firefighting

 Career Opportunities

 Employers

 Job Market

 Unique Career

Definition/Overview:

Firefighters: Firefighters are rescuers extensively trained primarily to put out hazardous fires

that threaten civilian populations and property, to rescue people from car accidents, collapsed

and burning buildings and other such situations. The increasing complexity of modern

industrialized life with an increase in the scale of hazards has stimulated both advances in

firefighting technology and a broadening of the firefighter-rescuer's remit. They sometimes

provide emergency medical services. The fire service, or fire and rescue service also known

in some countries as the fire brigade or fire department, are some of the emergency services.

Firefighting and firefighters have become ubiquitous around the world, from wildland areas

to urban areas, and on board ships.
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Key Points:

1. Fire Protection Careers

Fire protection and fire safety professionals work in an exciting field and often feel as though

they are making a difference in the lives of those around them. They develop and implement

fire protection plans and are ultimately responsible for protecting their organization and its

employees against the threat of destructive fires.

Professionals in this field reduce fire hazards by inspection and the design of fire detection

and suppression systems. These professionals are employed in a variety of roles and settings

which include industrial fire protection, arson investigation, state fire training agencies,

municipal/county/federal fire departments, structural design for fire protection, fire protection

equipment industry, and many others.

2. Firefighting worldwide

In some countries, including Australia,Canada, Finland, Germany,New Zealand and the

United States, there are often paid, or professional career firefighters working. Additionally,

there are volunteer firefighters (who are theoretically unpaid) and retained firefighters (who

are paid for the specific time they are on duty, i.e. permanent part-time career firefighters) on

call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. In such countries as the United Kingdomand Ireland, the

use of additional retained firefighters is standard. In Portugal, the use of volunteer firefighters

is standard, along with career firefighters.

In Australiavolunteer brigades which are mostly unpaid rural services (although traditionally

they are paid by their employers if called out during working hours).

In Germany, volunteer fire departments, called the "Freiwillige Feuerwehr", are established

in every town: even the biggest German city, Berlin, with more than 3.6 million inhabitants,

has volunteer firefighters besides a career fire service. In fact, only 100 German cities (most

of them are towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants) have a career fire service, called the

"Berufsfeuerwehr," but in every one of these cities a volunteer fire service exists, too. In

cities with a career fire service, volunteer fire brigades support the career fire service at big

fires, accidents and disasters. Many of the so-called volunteer departments (usually in towns

with 35,000 to 150,000 inhabitants), except in very small towns and villages, are a mixed
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service of a core of career firemen who are supported by true volunteer firefighters should the

need arise. However, the official title of those departments is nevertheless "volunteer fire

service".

The structure inAustria is similar to Germany. There are just six career fire services in

Vienna,Graz, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Salzburg and Linz. As of 2007, some 4,527 volunteer

fire departments, the back-bone of the Austrian fire service, could rely on about 320,000 men

and women voluntary firefighters as active members. Fire departments exist in even the

smallest villages, where they contribute to community life, usually by organizing fairs and

other fund-raising activities. In Venezuela, there are, beside the types mentioned above,

University Firefighters. They attend any emergency inside the campus and the zones around;

however, their most important job is to develop new technologies in this area, thanks to the

high level of education of its members: in the Simn Bolvar University Volunteer Fire

Department, around 80% of its members have a university degree or are in the process of

obtaining one.

In Indiamunicipalities are bound by law to have a fire brigade and participate in a regional

fire service. Each city has its own fire brigade. The main functions of firefighting services in

India are provision of fire protection and of services during emergencies such as building

collapses, drowning cases, gas leakage, oil spillage, road and rail accidents, bird and animal

rescues, fallen trees, appropriate action during natural calamities, and so on. Industrial

corporations also have their own firefighting service. Each airport and seaport has its own

firefighting units.

In Japan, fire services are organized on a city/town/village basis. There are 894 fire

headquarters and 3,598 volunteer fire corps. These have a total of 155,000 active career

firefighters and 21,000 vehicles with 4,800 fire houses; 920,000 volunteer firefighters share

an additional 51,000 trucks. In Romania, the Romanian General Inspectorate for Emergency

Situations is responsible for fire fighting and civil defense.
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3. Goals of firefighting

Aside from the main task of extinguishing fires, the goals of firefighting are (in order) saving

lives, saving property, and protecting the environment. Firefighting is an inherently difficult

occupation. As such, the skills required for safe operations are regularly practiced during

training evolutions throughout a firefighters career. In the United States, the preeminent fire

training and standards organization is the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Often

initial firefighting skills are taught during a local, regional, or state approved fire academy.

Depending on the requirements of a department, additional skills and certifications such as

technical rescue and Para-medicine may also be taught at this time.

Firefighters work closely with other emergency response agencies, most particularly local

and state police departments. As every fire scene is technically a crime scene until deemed

otherwise by a qualified investigator, there is often overlap between the responsibilities of

responding firefighters and police officers such as evidence and scene protection, initial

observations of first respondents, and chain of evidence issues.[citation needed] The

increasing role of firefighters in providing emergency medical services also brings

firefighters into common overlap with law enforcement. One example of this is a common

state law requiring all gunshot wounds to be reported to law enforcement agencies.

Fire fighting has several basic skills: prevention, self preservation, rescue, preservation of

property and fire control. Firefighting is further broken down into skills which include size-

up, extinguishing, ventilation, and salvage and overhaul. Search and Rescue, which has

already been mentioned, is performed early in any fire scenario and many times is in unison

with extinguishing and ventilation.

4. Career Opportunities

There are many career paths available to engineering graduates. An engineering education is

an excellent foundation for jobs in research, sales, management and a number of other fields.

But many young people are not aware that graduates in most engineering disciplines have the

skills to pursue an important and lucrative career in fire protection engineering (FPE).
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Fire protection engineers are men and women who use their unique skills to solve problems

in hotels, hospitals, industrial complexes, commercial aircraft, submarines, spacecraft, and a

host of other environments. It only takes one disaster- like the attackes on and collapse of the

WTC towers where more than 3000 people died, the Station nightclub fire where 100 people

perished, or the Sandoz industrial fire that devastated 500 miles of the Rhine River-to remind

us of the catastrophes that can result from fire and explosion accidents. Fire protection

engineering is one of the most important emerging occupations of the decade. In fact, OMNI

has listed the field at the top of the list of "Careers on the Rise."

Job Functions

Fire protection engineers combine their engineering and management skills to perform a

broad range of jobs. Some work as fire protection designers, creating systems that

automatically detect and suppress fires and designing fire alarm, smoke control, emergency

lighting, communication and exit systems. These engineers also perform firesafety

evaluations of building and industrial complexes to determine not only the risk of fire and

explosion, but how to best prevent them.

Some fire protection engineers perform research on the behavior and control of fire. Many

are involved in process risk assessment and management across a wide range of industrial

applications. Still others investigate fires or explosions, preparing technical reports or

providing expert courtroom testimony on the facts of the incident.

5. Employers

Challenging job opportunities are available in just about every type of business, industry and

government operation. By its very nature, fire protection engineering provides a broad variety

of jobs to suit most any individual interest. Fire protection engineers work in the nerve

centers of organizations as diverse as Boeing, Burger King, J.C. Penney, Polaroid, Texaco

and the Smithsonian Institute.

Large corporations like Alcoa, General Motors, IBM, Kodak, Mobil, Starwood Hotels, Union

Carbide and 3M employ fire protection engineers to oversee the design and operation of

complex manufacturing facilities and multinational business networks. Insurance companies
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hire them to survey the major facilities they insure and to perform research, testing and

analysis.

Fire protection engineers also can be found at all levels of government. They work in federal

agencies such as NASA, the Veterans Administration, and the Department of Health and

Human Services; in all branches of the armed services; and in state and local governments,

where fire protection engineers help develop and enforce building and fire prevention codes.

And many fire departments hire fire protection engineers to perform technical job functions.

There are also consulting firms throughout the United Statesand Canadathat specialize in fire

protection engineering. They provide high-quality technical advice to architects, building

owners and managers, attorneys and many others. Interesting jobs are available as well at

trade associations, testing laboratories, research facilities, architectural firms and colleges and

universities.

6. Job Market

Overall, the demand for highly trained fire protection engineers far surpasses the number of

such professionals earn their degrees each year. Ample good paying job opportunities are

available. Data published by the Society of Fire Protection Engineers indicates that median

earnings for FPE's are generally above those for engineers in general.

7. Unique Career

FPE graduates will find themselves at the forefront of an exciting and rapidly growing

profession, one that many in the field say is undergoing a renaissance. With the scientific

base for the field comming of age, fire protection engineering has been formally recognized

by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES), which

prepares professional registration examinations for engineers throughout U.S. Today, The

Society of Fire Protection Engineers has a membership of over 4,000, with 47 local chapters

in North America, Europe and Australia.

As the growth of this professional society reflects, fire protection engineering is assuming a

role of increasing importance. More and more, business, industry, government, and

academics are recognizing the need for improved fire protection and firesafety systems
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development. And they are recognizing,as well, the ability of trained fire protection engineers

to do those jobs in a sophisticated and professional manner.

Last but not least, the rewards of this unique engineering career path are many. The FPE

master's degree can add up to $10,000/year to starting salaries; Ph.D. salaries are even higher.

The work is challenging and pioneering in nature, and provides the opportunity to use

engineering concepts to make a real difference in the quality of life for large numbers of

people. Fire protection engineering offers the opportunity to join an exclusive group of

professionals and achieve positions of leadership in a dynamically changing field

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

98
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN


