
“Fundamentals of Victimology”.

In Section 1 of this course you will cover these topics:
Introduction And History Of Victimology
Measurement Of Crime And Its Effects
The Criminal Justice System And Victims
The Civil Justice System And Victims

Topic : Introduction And History Of Victimology

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Distinguish between Criminology and Victimology

 Explain how laws have affected victims

 Discuss Consequences of crimes

 Distinguish between the various Victimology theories

Definition/Overview:

Victimology: Victimology is the scientific study of victimization, including the relationships

between victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -

- that is, the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims

and other societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.

A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and criminal law, the identifiable person

who has been harmed individually and directly by the perpetrator or defendant, rather than

merely society as a whole. However, this may not always be the case, as with victims of white
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collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly linked to the crime, and are often

denied their status as victims by the social construction of the concept. Not all criminologists

even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also remains a controversial topic

within women's studies.A victim impact panel is a form of community-based or restorative

justice in which the crime victims (or relatives and friends of deceased crime victims) meet with

the defendant after conviction to tell the convict about how the criminal activity affected them, in

the hope of rehabilitation or deterrence.

Key Points:

1. Introduction: Victimology is the scientific study of victimization, including the relationships

between victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -

- that is, the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims

and other societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.

2. Consequences of crimes

Emotional distress as the result of crime is a recurring theme for all victims of crime. The most

common problem, affecting three quarters of victims, were psychological problems, including:

fear, anxiety, nervousness, self-blame, anger, shame, and difficulty sleeping. These problems

often result in the development of chronic PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder). Post crime

distress is also linked to pre-existing emotional problems and sociodemographic variables. This

has known to become a leading case of the elderly to be more adversely affected. Victims may

experience the following psychological reactions:

 Increase in the belief of personal vulnerability.

 The perception of the world as meaningless and incomprehensible.

 The view of themselves in a negative light.
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3. Victimology theories

One of the most controversial sub-topics within the broader topic is victimization. The concept

of "victim-proneness" is a "highly moralistic way of assigning guilt" to the victim of a crime,

also known as victim blaming. One theory, the environmental theory, posits that the location and

context of the crime gets the victim of the crime and the perpetrator of that crime together. That

may just be an academic way of stating that the victim was in the wrong place at the wrong

time. There have been some studies recently to quantify the real existence of victim-proneness.

Contrary to the urban legend that more women are repeat victims, and thus more victim-prone

than men, actually men in their prime (24 to 34 year old males) are more likely to be victims of

repeated crimes. While each study used different methodology, their results must be taken

seriously and further studies are warranted. The study of victimology may also include the

"culture of victimhood," wherein the victim of a crime revels in his status, proclaiming that self-

created victimhood throughout a community by winning the sympathy of professionals and

peers. In the case of juvenile offenders, the study results also show that people are more likely to

be victimized as a result of a serious offense by someone they know; the most frequent crimes

committed by adolescents towards someone they know were sexual assault, common assault, and

homicide. Adolescents victimizing people they did not know generally committed common

assault, forcible confinement, armed robbery, and robbery One particularly well known

example of a class at increased risk to varying forms of attacks is the prostitute. These people

have been known anecdotally to have an abnormally high incidence of violent crime, and such

crimes go unresolved frequently. Victimological studies of the matter might investigate current

societal mores (expectations, roles, social status), legal status of prostitutes, typical

working/living conditions, statistical analysis of the actual increased risk and secondary risk

factors, and the economic activity of a prostitute.

Topic : Measurement Of Crime And Its Effects

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:
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 Discuss measurement of crime

 Explain the differences between the various types of official reports

 Distinguish between the other types of reports that provide information regarding the

commission of crimes

 Understand the advantages and disadvantages of crime measurement

 Discuss the crime rates in united states and its measurement

Definition/Overview:

Measurement of Crime: Crime measurements attempt to provide statistical measures of the

crime in societies. Given that crime is illegal, measurements of it are likely to be inaccurate.

Several methods for measuring crime exist, including household surveys, hospital or insurance

records, and compilations by police and similar law enforcement agencies. Typically official

crime statistics are the latter, but some offences are likely to go unreported to the police. Public

surveys are sometimes conducted to estimate the amount of crime not reported to police. Such

surveys are usually more reliable for assessing trends. Public surveys rarely encompass all crime,

rarely procure statistics useful for local crime prevention, often ignore offences against children,

and do not count offenders brought before the criminal justice system. Crime statistics are

gathered and reported by many countries and are of interest to several international

organizations, including Interpol and the United Nations. Law enforcement agencies in some

countries, such as the FBI in the United States and the Home Office in England & Wales, publish

crime indices, which are compilations of statistics for various types of crime. Two major

methods for collecting crime data are law enforcement reports, which only reflect reported

crimes and victimization statistical surveys, which rely on individual honesty. For less frequent

crimes such as intentional homicide and armed robbery, reported incidences are generally more

reliable. Because laws vary between jurisdictions, comparing crime statistics between and even

within countries can be difficult.
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Key Points:

1. Measurement of Crime

Crime analysis or its measurement is a law enforcement function that involves systematic

analysis for identifying and analyzing patterns and trends in crime and disorder. Information on

patterns can help law enforcement agencies deploy resources in a more effective manner, and

assist detectives in identifying and apprehending suspects. Crime analysis also plays a role in

devising solutions to crime problems, and formulating crime prevention strategies. Quantitative

social science data analysis methods are part of the crime analysis process, though qualitative

methods such as examining police report narratives also play a role.

2. Various Types of Official Reports

The U.S. has two major data collection programs, the Uniform Crime Reports from the FBI and

the National Crime Victimization Survey from the Bureau of Justice Statistics. However, the

U.S. has no comprehensive infrastructure to monitor crime trends and report the information to

related parties such as law enforcement. Research using a series of victim surveys in 18 countries

of the European Union funded by the European Commission has reported (2005) that the level of

crime in Europe has fallen back to the levels of 1990, and notes that levels of common crime

have shown declining trends in the U.S., Canada, Australia and other industrialized countries as

well. The European researchers say a general consensus identifies demographic change as the

leading cause for this international trend. Although homicide and robbery rates rose in the U.S.

in the 1980s, by the end of the century they had declined by 40%. However they suggest that

"increased use of crime prevention measures may indeed be the common factor behind the near

universal decrease in overall levels of crime in the Western world", since decreases have been

most pronounced in property crime and less so, if at all, in contact crimes. Crime analysis can

occur at various levels, including tactical, administrative, and strategic. Crime analysts study

crime reports, arrests reports, and police calls for service to identify emerging patterns, series,

and trends as quickly as possible. They analyze these phenomena for all relevant factors,

sometimes predict or forecast future occurrences, and issue bulletins, reports, and alerts to their

agencies. They then work with their police agencies to develop effective strategies and tactics to
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address crime and disorder. Other duties of crime analysts may include preparing statistics, data

queries, or maps on demand; analyzing beat and shift configurations; preparing information for

community or court presentations; answering questions from the public and the press; and

providing data and information support for a police department's CompStat process.

Sociodemographics, along with spatial and temporal information, are all aspects that crime

analysts look at to understand what's going on in their jurisdiction. Crime analysis employs data

mining, crime mapping, statistics, research methods, desktop publishing, charting, presentation

skills, critical thinking, and a solid understanding of criminal behavior. In this sense, a crime

analyst serves as a combination of an information systems specialist, a statistician, a researcher, a

criminologist, a journalist, and a planner for a local police department.

3. Crime Rates in United States and Its Measurement

Crime rate is a measure of the rate of occurrence of crimes committed in a given area and time.

Most commonly, crime rate is given as the number of crimes committed among a given number

of persons.Often, the type of crime is exactly specified. Thus, a crime rate might be given as the

number of murders (or rapes, thefts, etc.) per 100,000 persons per year within a city. Crime rate

is a useful statistic for many purposes, such as evaluating the effectiveness of crime prevention

measures or the relative safety of a particular city or neighborhood. Crime rate statistics are

commonly used by politicians to advocate for or against a policy designed to deal with crime.

The calculation of crime rates uses data that is obtained either from criminal justice systems or

from public surveys. Comparisons between the two types of data are problematic, and so are

comparisons using the same type of data between different jurisdictions. The United Nations

publishes international reports of both Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice A

European initiative has resulted in the European sourcebook, an utmost attempt is made to

harmonise the criminal justice data for the purpose of international (European) comparison.
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topic : The Criminal Justice System And Victims

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 The principle of federalism and how it affected the structure of our court system

 How the dual system of state and Federal courts function

 The characteristics of the American court system

 How the juvenile court system functions

 The roles and responsibilities of each party in the criminal justice system

 The various steps in the criminal justice process

Definition/Overview:

Criminal justice: Criminal justice is the system of practices, and organizations, used by national

and local governments, directed at maintaining social control, deterring and controlling crime,

and sanctioning those who violate laws with criminal penalties. When processing the accused

through the criminal justice system, government must keep within the framework of laws that

protect individual rights.

Key Points:

1. Criminal Justice System

In the United States, criminal justice policy has been guided by the 1967 President's Commission

on Law Enforcement and Administration of Justice, which issued a ground-breaking report "The

Challenge of Crime in a Free Society." This report made more than 200 recommendations as part

of a comprehensive approach toward the prevention and fighting of crime. Some of those

recommendations found their way into the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968.
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The Commission advocated a "systems" approach to criminal justice, with improved

coordination among law enforcement, courts, and correctional agencies. The President's

Commission defined the criminal justice system as the means for society to "enforce the

standards of conduct necessary to protect individuals and the community." The criminal justice

system in England and Wales aims to "reduce crime by bringing more offences to justice, and to

raise public confidence that the system is fair and will deliver for the law-abiding citizen." In

Canada, the criminal justice system aims to balance the goals of crime control and prevention,

and justice (equity, fairness, protection of individual rights). In Sweden, the overarching goal for

the criminal justice system is to reduce crime and increase the security of the people

2. Characteristics of the American Court System

State criminal courts present an intriguing contrast. On the one hand, they exude an aura of

highly formalized judicial procedure, while on the other they demonstrate a surprising lack of

organizational uniformity. Courts in one state may bear little resemblance to those in another.

Court reform has not had an equal impact on all areas of the country and has, in some instances,

exacerbated the differences between state court systems. Federal courts, located principally in

larger cities, decide only those cases over which the Constitution gives them authority. The

highest federal court, the U.S. Supreme Court, is located in Washington, D.C., and hears cases

only on appeal from lower courts. This topic also described professional and nonprofessional

courtroom actors. In the professional category we find the judge, the prosecuting attorney, the

defense counsel, the bailiff, local court administrators, the court reporter, the clerk of court, and

expert witnesses. Nonprofessionals include lay witnesses, jurors, the victim, the defendant, and

spectators and members of the press.

3. Juvenile Court System Functions

A juvenile court or young offender court is a court of law having special authority to try and pass

judgments for crimes committed by children or adolescents who have not attained the age of

majority. In most modern legal systems, crimes committed by children and minors are treated
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differently and differentially regarding the same crimes committed by adults. Severe, like murder

or gang-related, offenses in 44 states of the USA are treated the same as crimes committed by

adults: "Beginning around 35 years ago, increases in violent juvenile crime spurred many

solumbia permitted judges to transfer juveniles to adult-criminal courts. No national data exist on

the number of juvenile offenders prosecuted as adults." "The main difference between a juvenile

court and an adult court in England is that the juvenile court has a much wider jurisdiction in

terms of the offenses it can try. It can deal with a juvenile for any offense except homicide,

although it is not bound to deal with a young person for a serious offense such as robbery or

rape; on such a charge he can be committed to the Crown Court for trial in the same manner as

an adult.

Juvenile courts exist because of a widespread belief that children are not always fully responsible

for their actions, and that neither they nor society are best served by treating young children like

adults. The first juvenile court appeared in Chicago in 1899. It was founded on two principles:

that juveniles were not ready to be held accountable for their actions, and was that they were not

yet fully developed and could rehabilitate easier than adults. The idea was that the court should

take over the discipline of troubled youth which would then establish a philosophy and a

procedure. The juvenile courts categorize juveniles into three types: those who are charged with

criminal conduct, those who have been neglected, and those who have been accused of a status

offense or conduct such as truancy or disobedience with reasonable parenting. Therefore the

juvenile courts were there to provide rehabilitation instead of punishment. The idea was to focus

on their needs, providing treatment instead of depriving them of their liberty and protecting them

against self-incrimination. Some programs offer education, job skills, counseling, drug treatment,

and other programs for rehabilitation.

4. Responsibilities of Each Party in the Criminal Justice System

 JudgeEnsures justice (balancing rights of accused and the interests of society). Holds ultimate

authority.

 ProsecutorResponsible for presenting the states case against the defendant; also is a quasi-legal

adviser to police departments.
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 Defense CounselResponsible for representing the accused as soon as possible after arrest and

through all stages of the court process.

 BailiffResponsible for ensuring order in the court.

 Local Court AdministratorsResponsible for facilitating the smooth functioning of courts.

 Court ReporterResponsible for creating a record of all that occurs during a trial.

 Clerk of CourtMaintains all records of criminal cases, prepares a jury pool, and marks physical

evidence during trial.

 Expert WitnessesTestifies at trial about scientific evidence.

5. Criminal Justice Process

After court, offenders are then turned over to the correctional authorities, from the court system

after the accused has been found guilty. Like all other aspects of criminal justice, the

administration of punishment has taken many different forms throughout history. Early on, when

civilizations lacked the resources necessary to construct and maintain prisons, exile and

execution were the primary forms of punishment. Historically shame punishments and

dismemberment have also been used as forms of censure. The most publicly visible form of

punishment in the modern era is the prison. Prisons may serve as detention centers for prisoners

after trial. For containment of the accused, jails are used. Early prisons were used primarily to

sequester criminals and little thought was given to living conditions within their walls. In

America, the Quaker movement is commonly credited with establishing the idea that prisons

should be used to reform criminals. This can also be seen as a critical moment in the debate

regarding the purpose of punishment. Punishment (in the form of prison time) may serve a

variety of purposes. First, and most obviously, the incarceration of criminals removes them from

the general population and inhibits their ability to perpetrate further crimes. Many societies also

view prison terms as a form of revenge or retribution, and any harm or discomfort the prisoner

suffers is "payback" for the harm they caused their victims. A new goal of prison punishments is

to offer criminals a chance to be rehabilitated. Many modern prisons offer schooling or job

training to prisoners as a chance to learn a vocation and thereby earn a legitimate living when

they are returned to society. Religious institutions also have a presence in many prisons, with the

goal of teaching ethics and instilling a sense of morality in the prisoners. If a prisoner is released
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before his time is served, he is released as a parole. This means that they are released, but the

restrictions are greater than that of someone on probation. There are numerous other forms of

punishment which are commonly used in conjunction with or in place of prison terms. Monetary

fines are one of the oldest forms of punishment still used today. These fines may be paid to the

state or to the victims as a form of reparation. Probation and house arrest are also sanctions

which seek to limit a person's mobility and their opportunities to commit crimes without actually

placing them in a prison setting. Many jurisdictions may require some form of public or

community service as a form of reparations for lesser offenses. Execution or capital punishment

is still used around the world. Its use is one of the most heavily debated aspects of the criminal

justice system. Some societies are willing to use executions as a form of political control, or for

relatively minor misdeeds. Other societies reserve execution for only the most sinister and brutal

offenses. Others still have outlawed the practice entirely, believing the use of execution to be

excessively cruel or hypocritical.

Topic : The Civil Justice System And Victims

Topic Objective:

After reading this topic the students should be able to discuss the following concepts:

 Explain the basic differences between a criminal and civil trial

 Understand the concept of negligence and intentional torts

 Describe the various stages of a civil trial

 Discuss the phases of juvenile dependency hearing
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Definition/Overview:

Civil or Social justice: Civil or Social justice, sometimes called civil justice, refers to the

concept of a society in which justice is achieved in every aspect of society, rather than merely the

administration of law. It is generally thought of as a world which affords individuals and groups

fair treatment and an impartial share of the benefits of society. (Different proponents of social

justice have developed different interpretations of what constitutes fair treatment and an

impartial share.) It can also refer to the distribution of advantages and disadvantages within a

society. Social justice is both a philosophical problem and an important issue in politics, religion

and civil society. Most individuals wish to live in a just society, but different political ideologies

have different conceptions of what a 'just society' actually is. The term "social justice" is often

employed by the political left to describe a society with a greater degree of economic

egalitarianism, which may be achieved through progressive taxation, income redistribution, or

property redistribution, policies aimed toward achieving that which developmental economists

refer to as equality of opportunity. Social Justice features as an apolitical philosophical concept

(insofar as any philosophical analysis of politics can be free from bias) in much of John Rawls'

writing. It is a part of Catholic social teaching (even while only being selectively practiced

during a broad period of European mideival history), and is one of the Four Pillars of the Green

Party upheld by the worldwide green parties. Some of the tenets of social justice have been

adopted by those who lie on the left or center-left of the political spectrum (e.g. Socialists, Social

Democrats, etc). Social justice is also a concept that some use to describe the movement towards

a socially just world. In this context, social justice is based on the concepts of human rights and

equality.
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Key Points:

1. Differences between a Criminal and Civil Trial

A criminal trial is designed to resolve accusations brought by the government against a person

accused of a crime. In common law systems, most criminal defendants are entitled to a trial held

before a jury. Because the state is attempting to use its power to deprive the accused of life,

liberty, or property, criminal defendants are afforded greater leeway to defend themselves than

parties to a civil suit. While a civil trial is generally held to settle a dispute between private

parties, (although the government can both sue and be sued in a civil capacity, in some

countries). In the same way A jury trial (or trial by jury) is a legal proceeding in which a jury

either makes a decision or makes findings of fact which are then applied by a judge. It is be

distinguished from a bench trial, in which a judge or panel of judges make all decisions. English

common law and the United States Constitution recognize the right to a jury trial to be a

fundamental civil liberty or civil right(she/he can choose whether to be judged by judges or

jury)use jury trials evolved within common law systems rather than civil law systems. Jury trials

are of far less importance (or of no importance) in countries that do not have a common law

system. Juries usually weigh the evidence and testimony to determine questions of fact, while

judges usually rule on questions of law. Jury determination of questions of law, sometimes called

jury nullification, may lead to the overturning of a verdict by the judge. A jury trial should not

be confused with grand jury proceedings. In the United States, where grand juries are still used,

the jury used for a trial can be referred to as a "petit jury" (or, simply, a "trial jury") to

distinguish it from a grand jury, used for indictments.

2. Concept of Negligence and Intentional Torts

Negligence (Lat. negligentia, from negligere, to neglect, literally "not to pick up") is a legal

concept in the common law legal systems usually used to achieve compensation for injuries (not

accidents). Negligence is a type of tort or delict (also known as a civil wrong). However, the

concept is sometimes used in criminal law as well. "Negligence" is not the same as

"carelessness", because someone might be exercising as much care as they are capable of, yet

still fall below the level of competence expected of them. It is the opposite of "diligence". It can
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be generally defined as conduct that is culpable because it falls short of what a reasonable person

would do to protect another individual from foreseeable risks of harm. In the words of Lord

Blackburn, "those who go personally or bring property where they know that they or it may

come into collision with the persons or property of others have by law a duty cast upon them to

use reasonable care and skill to avoid such a collision." Through civil litigation, if an injured

person proves that another person acted negligently to cause his injury, he can recover damages

to compensate for his harm. Proving a case for negligence can potentially entitle the injured

plaintiff to compensation for harm to their body, property, mental well-being, financial status, or

intimate relationships. However, because negligence cases are very fact-specific, this general

definition does not fully explain the concept of when the law will require one person to

compensate another for losses caused by accidental injury. Further, the law of negligence at

common law is only one aspect of the law of liability. Although resulting damages must be

proved in order to recover compensation in a negligence action, the nature and extent of those

damages are not the primary focus of negligence cases. An intentional tort is a category of torts

that describes a civil wrong resulting from an intentional act on the part of the tortfeasor. The

term negligence tort, on the other hand, pertains to a tort that simply results from the failure of

the tortfeasor to take sufficient care in fulfilling a duty owed.

3. Juvenile Dependency Hearing

Children referred to hearings are first referred to a professional Reporter. The referral may be

made on offence grounds and/or care and protection grounds. The Reporter, who works for the

Scottish Children's Reporter Administration, investigates the case and will decide whether or not

compulsory measures of supervision may be required. If, in the Reporter's opinion, such

measures are required, a Hearing will be arranged. The Reporter may take other steps short of

arranging a Hearing, for example arrange for some form of restorative justice. On average, of

every five children referred to the Reporter, one is referred to a hearing. Any child generally

under the age of 16, and in some cases under 18, who offends is referred to a hearing unless the

area Procurator Fiscal decides that prosecution in either the Sheriff Court or High Court of

Justiciary is required. For the hearing itself, the children's hearing has the power to appoint a

legal representative where the members of the childrens panel consider it likely that there may a

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

14
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



recommendation of secure accommodation or where legal representation is needed to allow the

child to participate effectively at the hearing. Childrens Legal Representatives are members of

special panels maintained by local authorities, with all costs met by the Scottish Executive. The

hearing may also appoint an independent person known as a Safeguarder whose purpose is to

prepare a report to assist the hearing in reaching a decision; the Safeguarder must act in the best

interests of the child, which indeed is the basis of all decisions made by childrens hearings.

4. Civil Trial Procedures

 A civil action punishes a person for committing a private wrong or injury

 Victims of crime turn to civil law in an effort to obtain redress for injuries not compensated by

the criminal law system

 Civil law includes a wide variety of subjects including the following:

o Torts: Injury that does not involve a contract

o Contracts: Violation of an agreement

o Property: Disputes relating to real or personal property

o Estates: Issues relating to inheritance and probate

o Family: Issues regarding marriage, children, and divorce

o Civil rights: Injury to another in violation of certain statutory rights
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