
“Introduction to Foreign language Methods in Teaching”.

In Section 1 of this course you will cover these topics:
The Self Developed Language Teacher

Exploration Of Teaching
Topic : The Self Developed Language Teacher

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand Bilingual education in America

 Understand Controversy in the United States

Definition/Overview:

Language education includes the teaching and learning of a language. It can include

improving a learner's native language; however, it is more commonly used with regard to

second language acquisition, that is, the learning of a foreign or second language, and that is

the meaning that is treated in this article. As such, language education is a branch of applied

linguistics.

Key Points:

1. Bilingual education in America

Bilingual education in the U.S. focuses on English language learners. According to the U.S.

Department of Education website a bilingual education program is an educational program

for limited English proficient students. The term "limited English proficiency" remains in use

by the federal government, but has fallen out of favor elsewhere for its negative connotations,

so the term "English language learner" (or ELL) is now preferred in schools and educational

research. An English language learner is a student who comes from a home where a language

other than English is spoken, and who needs language support services in order to succeed in

school. Because such students are learning English, they may be denied the opportunity to

successfully achieve in classrooms where the language of instruction is English. They may

also be unable to participate fully in society.
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In the 50 states of the United States, proponents of the practice argue that it will not only help

to keep non-English-speaking children from falling behind their peers in math, science, and

social studies while they master English, but such programs teach English better than

English-only programs. For many students, the process of learning literacy and a new

language simultaneously is simply an overwhelming task, so bilingual programs began as a

way to help such students develop native language literacy first - research by Cummins

(1997), a central researcher in the field, shows that skills such as literacy developed in a first

language will transfer to English. Opponents of bilingual education argue that it delays

students' mastery of English, thereby retarding the learning of other subjects as well. In

Californiathere has been considerable politicking for and against bilingual education.

In 1968 U.S., with Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, or, informally,

the Bilingual Education Act, Congress first mandated bilingual education in order to give

immigrants access to education in their first language. A 1974 U.S. Supreme Court ruling,

Lau v. Nichols gave further momentum to bilingual education. Here, the Court held that

Californiaschools violated minority language students' rights when they educated students

without special provisions.

Taken together, the Bilingual Education Act and the Lau v. Nichols ruling mandated that

schools needed to at least provide some type of services to support English language learners,

though neither specified what type of educational program needed to be provided. As such

both bilingual and English-only programs flourished after the law's passage. Most recently,

however, the Bilingual Education Act was terminated in 2001 by new federal education

policy, with the passage of No Child Left Behind by U.S. Congress. This law offers no

support for native language learning, but rather emphasized accountability in English only,

and mandates that all students, including ELLs, are tested yearly in English.

The majority of U.S. high school students in the United Statesare required to take at least 1 to

2 years of a second language. The vast majority of these classes are either French or Spanish.

In a large number of schools this is taught in a manner known as FLES, in which students

learn about the second language in a manner similar to other subjects such as Math or

Science. Some schools use an additional method known as FLEX in which the "nature of the

language" and culture are also taught. High school education almost never uses "immersion"

techniques.

2. Controversy in the United States

There has been much debate over bilingual education in recent times. Proponents of bilingual

education say that it is not only easier for students to learn English if they are literate in their
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first language, but that such students will learn English better and become bilingual and

biliterate. Effective bilingual programs strive to achieve proficiency in both English and the

students' home language. Dual language or Two-Way bilingual programs are one such

approach, whereby half of the students speak English and half are considered English

language learners (ELLs). The teacher instructs in English and in the ELLs' home language.

The dual purpose of this type of classroom is to teach the children a new language and

culture, and language diversity in such classrooms is seen as a resource. Programs in English

only eradicate the native languages immigrants bring to this country, while dual language

bilingual programs serve to maintain such languages in an "additive" context, where a new

language is added without the first being lost. One paper states that two-way developmental

bilingual education programs in elementary school have the most success in language

minority students' long term academic achievement. These students will maintain their gains

in academic performance in secondary level academic classes. Another study shows the

positive results of a two-way bilingual education program. Some people make the mistake

that once a student can converse in English (Basic interpersonal communication skills -

BICS), they will naturally perform well academically (cognitive academic language

proficiency - CALP) in English. It has been postulated that BICS and CALP are two different

sets of skills.

Opponents of bilingual education claim that many bilingual education programs fail to teach

students English. Critics of bilingual education have claimed that studies supporting bilingual

education tend to have poor methodologies and that there is little empirical support in favor

of it. And often, the "supporting research" is decades old. Results of more recent studies

refute earlier claims and instead encourage simultaneous bilingualism.

The controversy over bilingual education is often enmeshed in a larger political and cultural

context. Opponents of bilingual education are sometimes accused of racism and xenophobia.

This is especially so in the case of such groups as English First which is a conservative

organization that promotes the stance that English should be the official language of the

United States. Proponents of bilingual education are frequently accused of practicing identity

politics to the detriment of children and of immigrants.
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Topic : Exploration Of Teaching

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand Pedagogy and teaching

 Understand Professional educators

 Understand Secondary School Teachers

Definition/Overview:

In education, a teacher is one who helps students or pupils, often in a school, as well as in a

family, religious or community setting. A teacher is an acknowledged guide or helper in

processes of learning. A teacher's role may vary between cultures. Academic subjects are

emphasized in many societies, but a teacher's duties may include instruction in craftsmanship

or vocational training, spirituality, civics, community roles, or life skills. In modern schools

and most contemporary occidental societies, where scientific pedagogy is practiced, the

teacher is defined as a specialized profession on the same level as many other professions.

Key Points:

1. Pedagogy and teaching

In education, teachers facilitate student learning, often in a school or academy or perhaps in

another environment such as outdoors. A teacher who teaches on an individual basis may be

described as a tutor. The objective is typically accomplished through either an informal or

formal approach to learning, including a course of study and lesson plan that teaches skills,

knowledge and/or thinking skills. Different ways to teach are often referred to as pedagogy.

When deciding what teaching method to use teachers consider students' background

knowledge, environment, and their learning goals as well as standardized curricula as

determined by the relevant authority. The teacher should also be able to deal with students

with different abilities and should also be able to deal with learning disabilities. Many times,

teachers assist in learning outside of the classroom by accompanying students on field trips.

The increasing use of technology, specifically the rise of the internet over the past decade has

begun to shape the way teachers approach their role in the classroom.
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The objective is typically a course of study, lesson plan, or a practical skill, including

learning and thinking skills. The different ways to teach are often referred to as the teacher's

pedagogy. When deciding what teaching method to use, a teacher will need to consider

students' background knowledge, environment, and their learning objectives. A teacher may

follow standardized curricula as determined by the relevant authority. The teacher may

interact with students of different ages, from infants to adults, students with different abilities

and students with learning disabilities.

2. Secondary School Teachers

Perhaps the most significant difference between primary and secondary teaching in the UK is

the relationship between teachers and children. In primary schools each class has a teacher

who stays with them for most of the week and will teach them the whole curriculum. In

secondary schools they will be taught by different subject specialists each session during the

week and may have 10 or more different teachers. The relationship between children and

their teachers tends to be closer in the primary school where they act as form tutor, specialist

teacher and surrogate parent during the course of the day.

This is true throughout most of the United States as well. However, alternative approaches for

primary education do exist. One of these, sometimes referred to as a "platoon" system,

involves placing a group of students together in one class that moves from one specialist to

another for every subject. The advantage here is that students learn from teachers who

specialize in one subject and who tend to be more knowledgeable in that one area than a

teacher who teaches many subjects. Students still derive a strong sense of security by staying

with the same group of peers for all classes.

3. Professional educators

Teaching may be carried out informally, within the family or the wider community. Formal

teaching may be carried out by paid professionals. Such professionals enjoy a status in some

societies on a par with physicians, lawyers, engineers, and accountants (Chartered or CPA).

A teacher's professional duties may extend beyond formal teaching. Outside of the classroom

teachers may accompany students on field trips, supervise study halls, help with the

organization of school functions, and serve as supervisors for extracurricular activities. In

some education systems, teachers may have responsibility for student discipline.

Around the world teachers are often required to obtain specialized education and professional

licensure. The teaching profession is regarded for having a body of specialised professional

knowledge, codes of ethics and internal monitoring. There are a variety of bodies designed to
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instill, preserve and update the knowledge and professional standing of teachers. Around the

world many governments operate teacher's colleges, which are generally established to serve

and protect the public interest through certifying, governing and enforcing the standards of

practice for the teaching profession.

The functions of the teacher's colleges may include setting out clear standards of practice,

providing for the ongoing education of teachers, investigating complaints involving members,

conducting hearings into allegations of professional misconduct and taking appropriate

disciplinary action and accrediting teacher education programs. In many situations teachers in

publicly funded schools must be members in good standing with the college, and private

schools may also require their teachers to be college members. In other areas these roles may

belong to the State Board of Education, the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the State

Education Agency or other governmental bodies. In still other areas Teaching Unions may be

responsible for some or all of these duties.

In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
English Language As Interaction Among People

Classroom Management

Topic : English Language As Interaction Among People

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand that English is one of six official languages of the United Nations

 Understand the Significance

Definition/Overview:

English is an Indo-European, West Germanic language originating in England, and is the first

language for most people in the United Kingdom, the United States,Canada, Australia, New

Zealand, Ireland, and the Anglophone Caribbean. It is used extensively as a second language

and as an official language throughout the world, especially in Commonwealth countries and

in many international organizations.
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Key Points:

1. Significance

Modern English, sometimes described as the first global lingua franca, is the dominant

international language in communications, science, business, aviation, entertainment, radio

and diplomacy. The initial reason for its enormous spread beyond the bounds of the British

Isles where it was originally a native tongue was the British Empire, and by the late

nineteenth century its influence had won a truly global reach. It is the dominant language in

the United Statesand the growing economic and cultural influence of that federal union as a

global superpower since World War II has significantly accelerated adoption of English as a

language across the planet.

A working knowledge of English has become a requirement in a number of fields,

occupations and professions such as medicine and as a consequence over a billion people

speak English to at least a basic level Linguists such as David Crystal recognise that one

impact of this massive growth of English, in common with other global languages, has been

to reduce native linguistic diversity in many parts of the world historically, most particularly

in Australasia and North America, and its huge influence continues to play an important role

in language attrition. By a similar token, historical linguists, aware of the complex and fluid

dynamics of language change, are always alive to the potential English contains through the

vast size and spread of the communities that use it and its natural internal variety, such as in

its creoles and pidgins, to produce a new family of distinct languages over time.

2. English is one of six official languages of the United Nations

The inner circle is the traditional base of English and includes countries such as the United

Kingdom, Irelandand the United States, and, loosely, the (historically mainly white) former

colonies: Australia, New Zealand, some islands of the Caribbean, and the anglophone

population of Canada. (South Africais regarded as a special case). English is the native

language or mother tongue of most people in these countries.

In the outer circle are those countries where English has official or historical importance

("special significance"). This means most of the Commonwealth (the former British Empire),

including populous countries such as Indiaand Nigeria, and others under the American sphere
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of influence, such as the Philippines. Here English may serve as a useful lingua franca

between ethnic and language groups. Higher education, the legislature and judiciary, national

commerce and so on may all be carried out predominantly in English.

The expanding circle refers to those countries where English has no official role, but

nonetheless is important for certain functions, notably international business. This use of

English as a lingua franca by now includes most of the rest of the world not categorised

above.

A recent development is the role of English as a lingua franca between speakers of the

mutually intelligible Scandinavian languages (Danish, Norwegian and Swedish). Older

generations of Scandinavians would use and understand each others' mother tongue without

problems. However today's younger generations lack the same understanding and some have

begun using English as the language of choice.

Research on English as a Lingua Franca in the sense of "English in the Expanding Circle" is

comparatively recent. Linguists who have been active in this field are Jennifer Jenkins,

Barbara Seidlhofer, Christiane Meierkord and Joachim Grzega.

Topic : Classroom Management

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The Classroom management

 Understand The Techniques

 Understand The Systematic approaches

Definition/Overview:

Classroom management is a term used by many teachers to describe the process of ensuring

that classroom lessons run smoothly despite disruptive behavior by students. The term also

implies the prevention of disruptive behavior. It is possibly the most difficult aspect of

teaching for many teachers and indeed experiencing problems in this area causes some to

leave teaching altogether. In 1981 the US National Educational Association reported that
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36% of teachers said they would probably not go into teaching if they had to decide again. A

major reason was "negative student attitudes and discipline".(Wolfgang and Glickman)

Key Points:

1. Classroom management

Classroom management is closely linked to issues of motivation, discipline and respect.

Methodologies remain a matter of passionate debate amongst teachers; approaches vary

depending on the beliefs a teacher holds regarding educational psychology. A large part of

traditional classroom management involves behavior modification, although many teachers

see using behavioral approaches alone as overly simplistic. Many teachers establish rules and

procedures at the beginning of the school year. They also try to be consistent in enforcing

these rules and procedures. Many would also argue for positive consequences when rules are

followed, and negative consequences when rules are broken. There are newer perspectives on

classroom management that attempt to be holistic. One example is affirmation teaching,

which attempts to guide students toward success by helping them see how their effort pays

off in the classroom. It relies upon creating an environment where students are successful as a

result of their own efforts

2. Techniques

2.1. Corporal punishment

Until recently, Corporal punishment was widely used as a means of controlling disruptive

behavior but it is now no longer fashionable, though it is still advocated in some contexts

by people such as James Dobson.

2.2. Rote Discipline

Also known as `lines`, Rote Discipline is a negative sanction used for behavior

management. It involves assigning a disorderly student sentences or the classroom rules

to write repeatedly. Among the many types of classroom management approaches, it is

very commonly used.

3. Systematic approaches

3.1. Discipline with Dignity

According to its founders, Discipline with Dignity is one of the most widely practiced

behavior management philosophies in the world. Founded by Dr. Richard Curwin and Dr.
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Allen Mendler, the program is utilized in more than 12 different countries. Discipline

with Dignity, provides an in-depth flexible approach for effective school and classroom

management. With a strong focus on developing responsibility, it is a comprehensive,

practical program that leads to improved student behavior through responsible thinking,

cooperation, mutual respect, and shared decision-making. Tools for Teaching is a

classroom management method created and taught by Fred Jones on speaking tours and in

the eponymous book series

Positive Classrooms developed by Dr. Robert DiGiulio sees positive classroom

management as the result of four factors: how teachers regard their students (spiritual

dimension), how they set up the classroom environment (physical dimension), how

skillfully they teach content (instructional dimension), and how well they address student

behavior (managerial dimension).

In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:
Efl/Esl Materials And Media

Culture And The Language Teacher

Topic : Efl/Esl Materials And Media

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The English language tea

 Understand The Difficulties for learners

 Understand The Pronunciation

 Understand The Grammar

 Understand The Differences between spoken and written English

 Understand The Varieties of English

 Understand The Exams for learners

Definition/Overview:

ESL (English as a second language),ESOL (English for speakers of other languages), and

EFL (English as a foreign language) all refer to the use or study of English by speakers with
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a different native language. The precise usage, including the different use of the terms ESL

and ESOL in different countries, is described below. These terms are most commonly used in

relation to teaching and learning English, but they may also be used in relation to

demographic information.

Key Points:

1. English language tea

ELT(English language teaching) is a widely-used teacher-centred term, as in the English

language teaching divisions of large publishing houses, ELT training, etc. The abbreviations

TESL (teaching English as a second language), TESOL(teaching English for speakers of

other languages) and TEFL (teaching English as a foreign language) are all also used.

Other terms used in this field include EAL (English as an additional language), ESD(English

as a second dialect), EIL (English as an international language), ELF (English as a lingua

franca), ESP (English for special purposes, or English for specific purposes), EAP (English

for academic purposes). Some terms that refer to those who are learning English are

ELL(English language learner), LEP (limited English proficiency) and CLD(culturally and

linguistically diverse).

2. Difficulties for learners

Language teaching practice often assumes that most of the difficulties that learners face in the

study of English are a consequence of the degree to which their native language differs from

English (a contrastive analysis approach). A native speaker of Chinese, for example, may

face many more difficulties than a native speaker of German, because German is closely

related to English, whereas Chinese is not. This may be true for anyone of any mother tongue

(also called first language, normally abbreviated L1) setting out to learn any other language

(called a target language, second language or L2).

Language learners often produce errors of syntax and pronunciation thought to result from

the influence of their L1, such as mapping its grammatical patterns inappropriately onto the

L2, pronouncing certain sounds incorrectly or with difficulty, and confusing items of

vocabulary known as false friends. This is known as L1 transfer or "language interference".

However, these transfer effects are typically stronger for beginners' language production, and

SLA research has highlighted many errors which cannot be attributed to the L1, as they are

attested in learners of many language backgrounds (for example, failure to apply 3rd person

present singular -s to verbs, as in 'he make').
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While English is no more complex than other languages, it has several features which may

create difficulties for learners. Conversely, because such a large number of people are

studying it, products have been developed to help them do so, such as the monolingual

learner's dictionary, which is written with a restricted defining vocabulary.

3. Pronunciation

3.1. Consonant phonemes

English does not have more individual consonant sounds than most languages.

However, the interdentals, /θ/ and //(the sounds written with th), which are common in

English (thin, thing, etc.; and the, this, that, etc.) are relatively rare in other languages,

even others in the Germanic family (e.g., English thousand= German tausend), and

these sounds are missing even in some English dialects. Some learners substitute a [t]

or [d] sound, while others shift to [s] or[z], [f] or [v]and even [ts] or [dz]).

Speakers of Japanese, Korean and Chinese varieties have difficulty distinguishing [r]

and [l]. The distinction between [b] and [v] can cause difficulty for native speakers of

Spanish, Japanese and Korean.

3.2. Vowel phonemes

The precise number of distinct vowel sounds depends on the variety of English: for

example, Received Pronunciation has twelve monophthongs (single or "pure"

vowels), eight diphthongs (double vowels) and two triphthongs (triple vowels);

whereas General American has thirteen monophthongs and three diphthongs. Many

learners, such as speakers of Spanish, Japanese or Arabic, have fewer vowels, or only

pure ones, in their mother tongue and so may have problems both with hearing and

with pronouncing these distinctions.

3.3. Syllable structure

In its syllable structure, English allows for a cluster of up to three consonants before

the vowel and four after it (e.g., straw, desks, glimpsed). The syllable structure causes

problems for speakers of many other languages. Japanese, for example, broadly

alternates consonant and vowel sounds so learners from Japanoften try to force

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

12
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



vowels in between the consonants (e.g., desks /desks/ becomes "desukusu" or milk

shake /mɪlkʃeɪk/becomes "mirukushēku").

Learners from languages where all words end in vowels sometimes tend to make all

English words end in vowels, thus make /meɪk/can come out as [meɪkə].The learner's

task is further complicated by the fact that native speakers may drop consonants in the

more complex blends (e.g., [mʌns]instead of [mʌnθs] for months).

3.4. Unstressed vowels - Native English speakers frequently replace almost any vowel in

an unstressed syllable with an unstressed vowel, often schwa. For example, from has a

distinctly pronounced short 'o' sound when it is stressed (e.g., Where are you from?), but

when it is unstressed, the short 'o' reduces to a schwa (e.g., I'm from London.). In some

cases, unstressed vowels may disappear altogether, in words such as chocolate (which has

four syllables in Spanish, but only two as pronounced by Americans: "choc-lit".)

Stress in English more strongly determines vowel quality than it does in most other world

languages (although there are notable exceptions such as Russian). For example, in some

varieties the syllables an, en, in, on and unare pronounced as homophones, that is, exactly

alike. Native speakers can usually distinguish an able, enable, and unable because of their

position in a sentence, but this is more difficult for inexperienced English speakers.

Moreover, learners tend to overpronounce these unstressed vowels, giving their speech an

unnatural rhythm.

3.5. Stress timing - English tends to be a stress-timed language - this means that stressed

syllables are roughly equidistant in time, no matter how many syllables come in between.

Although some other languages, e.g., German and Russian, are also stress-timed, most of

the world's other major languages are syllable-timed, with each syllable coming at an

equal time after the previous one. Learners from these languages often have a staccato

rhythm when speaking English that is disconcerting to a native speaker.

"Stress for emphasis" - students' own languages may not use stress for emphasis as

English does. "Stress for contrast" - stressing the right word or expression. This may not

come easily to some nationalities. "Emphatic apologies" - the normally unstressed

auxiliary is stressed (I really amvery sorry)
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In English there are quite a number of words - about fifty - that have two different

pronunciations, depending on whether they are stressed. They are "grammatical words":

pronouns, prepositions, auxiliary verbs and conjunctions. Most students tend to overuse

the strong form, which is pronounced with the written vowel.

3.6. Connected speech: Phonological processes such as assimilation, elision and

epenthesis together with indistinct word boundaries can confuse learners when listening

to natural spoken English, as well as making their speech sound too formal if they do not

use them.

4. Grammar

4.1. Tenses- English has a relatively large number of tenses with some quite subtle

differences, such as the difference between the simple past "I ate" and the present perfect

"I have eaten." Progressive and perfect progressive forms add complexity.

4.2. Functions of auxiliaries

Learners of English tend to find it difficult to manipulate the various ways in which

English uses the first auxiliary verb of a tense. These include negation (eg He hasn't been

drinking.), inversion with the subject to form a question (eg Has he been drinking?), short

answers (eg Yes, he has.) and tag questions (has he?). A further complication is that the

dummy auxiliary verb do /does /did is added to fulfil these functions in the simple present

and simple past, but not for the verb to be.

4.3. Modal verbs

English also has a significant number of modal auxiliary verbs which each have a number

of uses. For example, the opposite of "You must be here at 8" (obligation) is usually "You

don't have to be here at 8" (lack of obligation, choice), while "must" in "You must not

drink the water" (prohibition) has a different meaning from "must" in "You must not be a

native speaker" (deduction). This complexity takes considerable work for most learners to

master.
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4.4. Idiomatic usage

English is reputed to have a relatively high degree of idiomatic usage. For example, the

use of different main verb forms in such apparently parallel constructions as "try to

learn", "help learn", and "avoid learning" pose difficulty for learners. Another example is

the idiomatic distinction between "make" and "do": "make a mistake", not "do a mistake";

and "do a favour", not "make a favour".

4.5. Articles

English has an appreciable number of articles, including the definite article the and the

indefinite article a, an. At times English nouns can or indeed must be used without an

article; this is called the zero article. Some of the differences between definite, indefinite

and zero article are fairly easy to learn, but others are not, particularly since a learner's

native language may lack articles or use them in different ways than English does.

Although the information conveyed by articles is rarely essential for communication,

English uses them frequently (several times in the average sentence), so that they require

some effort from the learner.

5. Vocabulary

5.1. Phrasal verbs

Phrasal verbs in English can cause difficulties for many learners because they have

several meanings and different syntactic patterns. There are also a number of phrasal verb

differences between American and British English.

5.2. Word derivation

Word derivation in English requires a lot of rote learning. For example, an adjective can

be negated by using the prefix un- (e.g. unable), in- (e.g. inappropriate),dis- (e.g.

dishonest), or a- (e.g. amoral), or through the use of one of a myriad of related but rarer

prefixes, all modified versions of the first four.
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5.3. Size of lexicon

The history of English has resulted in a very large vocabulary, essentially one stream

from Old English and one from the Norman infusion of Latin-derived terms. (Schmitt&

Marsden claim that English has one of the largest vocabularies of any known language.)

This inevitably requires more work for a learner to master the language.

6. Differences between spoken and written English

As with most languages, written language tends to use a more formal register than spoken

language. The acquisition of literacy takes significant effort in English.

6.1. Spelling

Because of the many changes in pronunciation which have occurred since a written

standard developed, and the retention of many historical idiosyncrasies in spelling,

English spelling is difficult even for native speakers to master. This difficulty is shown in

such activities as spelling bees that generally require the memorization of words. English

speakers may also rely on computer tools such as spell checkers more than speakers of

other languages, as the users of the utility may have forgotten, or never learned, the

correct spelling of a word. The generalizations that exist are quite complex and there are

many exceptions leading to a considerable amount of rote learning. The spelling system

causes problems in both directions - a learner may know a word by sound but not be able

to write it correctly (or indeed find it in a dictionary), or they may see a word written but

not know how to pronounce it or mislearn the pronunciation.

7. Varieties of English

 There are thriving communities of English native speakers in countries all over the world,

and this historical diaspora has led to some noticeable differences in pronunciation,

vocabulary and grammar in different countries, as well as those variations which exist

between different regions, and across the social strata, within the same country. Even within

the British Isles, there are significant regional language differences, differences of (i)

pronunciation/accent, (ii) vocabulary, and even (iii) grammar/dialect, when the local dialect

differs from that of another region or from the grammar of 'received English'.
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 The world holds over 7000 languages, and most exist within only a small geographic area;

even most of the top 100 are limited to a small number of countries or even a single state.

Some of the more well-known languages are to some degree managed by a specific

organisation that determines the most prestigious form of the language, e.g. French language

and the Academie de la langue franaise or Spanish language and the Real Academia Espaola.

Since many students of English study it to enable them to communicate internationally, the

lack of a uniform international standard for the language poses some barriers to meeting that

goal; see international English.

 Teaching English therefore involves not only helping the student to use the form of English

most suitable for his purposes, but also exposure to other forms of English (e.g. regional

forms/ cultural styles) so that the student will be able to discern 'meaning' even when the

words/grammar/pronunciation may be quite different to the form of English with which he

has become more familiar.

8. Exams for learners

Learners of English are often keen to get accreditation and a number of exams are known

internationally:

 Trinity College London ESOL offers Integrated Skills in English (ISE), series of 5 exams,

which assesses Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening accepted by academic institutions

in the UK. They also offer Graded Examinations in Spoken English (GESE), series of 12

exams, which assesses Speaking and Listening and ESOL Skills for Life and ESOL for Work

exams in the UK only.

 Cambridge ESOL General English exams, a suite of five including First Certificate in English

(FCE), Certificate in Advanced English (CAE) and Certificate of Proficiency in English

(CPE)

 IELTS (International English Language Testing System), accepted by academic institutions

in the UK, Australia, New Zealand and Canada, and by many in the USA.

 City and Guilds International ESOL and International Spoken ESOL on demand

examinations available at six levels: Preliminary, Access, Achiever, Communicator, Expert

and Mastery

 London Tests of English from Pearson Language Tests, a series of six exams each mapped to

a level from the CEFR

 Secondary Level English Proficiency test
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 TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language), an Educational Testing Service product,

developed and used primarily for academic institutions in the USA, and now widely accepted

in tertiary institutions in Canada, New Zealand, Australia, the UK, and Ireland. The current

test is Internet based, and is known as the TOEFL iBT. Used as a proxy for English for

Academic Purposes.

 TOEIC (Test of English for International Communication), an Educational Testing Service

product for Business English

 TSE - Test of Spoken English

 TWE - Test of Written English

Many countries also have their own exams. ESOL learners in England,Wales and Northern

Irelandusually take the national Skills for Life qualifications, which are offered by several

exam boards. EFL learners in China may take the College English Test. In Greece English

students may take the PALSO (PanHellenic Association of Language School Owners) exams.

Topic : Culture And The Language Teacher

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The Methods of teaching foreign languages

 Understand The The grammar translation method

 Understand The The direct method

 Understand The The series method

 Understand The The audio-lingual method

 Understand The Communicative language teaching

 Understand The Language immersion

 Understand The Minimalist/methodist

 Understand The Directed practice

 Understand The Learning by teaching (LdL)

 Understand The Other methods

 Understand The Silent Way
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Definition/Overview:

Language education includes the teaching and learning of a language. It can include

improving a learner's native language; however, it is more commonly used with regard to

second language acquisition, that is, the learning of a foreign or second language, and that is

the meaning that is treated in this article. As such, language education is a branch of applied

linguistics.

Key Points:

1. Methods of teaching foreign languages

There are many methods of teaching languages. Some have had their heyday and have fallen

into relative obscurity; others are widely used now; still others have a small following, but

contribute insights that may be absorbed into the generally accepted mix.

2. The grammar translation method

The grammar translation method instructs students in grammar, and provides vocabulary with

direct translations to memorize. It was the predominant method in Europe in the 19th century.

Most instructors now acknowledge that this method is ineffective by itself. It is now most

commonly used in the traditional instruction of the classical languages.

At school, the teaching of grammar consists of a process of training in the rules of a language

which must make it possible to all the students to correctly express their opinion, to

understand the remarks which are addressed to them and to analyze the texts which they read.

The objective is that by the time they leave college, the pupil controls the tools of the

language which are the vocabulary, grammar and the orthography, to be able to read,

understand and write texts in various contexts. The teaching of grammar examines the texts,

and develops awareness that language constitutes a system which can be analyzed. This

knowledge is acquired gradually, by traversing the facts of language and the syntactic

mechanisms, going from simplest to the most complex. The exercises according to the

program of the course must untiringly be practised to allow the assimilation of the rules

stated in the course. That supposes that the teacher corrects the exercises. The pupil can

follow his progress in practicing the language by comparing his results. Thus can he adapt the

grammatical rules and control little by little the internal logic of the syntactic system. The

grammatical analysis of sentences constitutes the objective of the teaching of grammar at the

school. Its practice makes it possible to recognize a text as a coherent whole and conditions
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the training of a foreign language. Grammatical terminology serves this objective. Grammar

makes it possible for each one to understand how the mother tongue functions, in order to

give him the capacity to communicate its thought.

3. The direct method

The direct method, sometimes also called natural method, is a method that refrains from

using the learners' native language and just uses the target language. It was established in

Germany and Francearound 1900 and are best represented by the methods devised by Berlitz

and de Sauz although neither claim originality and has been re-invented under other names.

The direct method operates on the idea that second language learning must be an imitation of

first language learning, as this is the natural way humans learn any language - a child never

relies on another language to learn its first language, and thus the mother tongue is not

necessary to learn a foreign language. This method places great stress on correct

pronunciation and the target language from outset. It advocates teaching of oral skills at the

expense of every traditional aim of language teaching. Such methods rely on directly

representing an experience into a linguistic construct rather than relying on abstractions like

mimicry, translation and memorizing grammar rules and vocabulary.

According to this method, printed language and text must be kept away from second

language learner for as long as possible, just as a first language learner does not use printed

word until he has good grasp of speech. Learning of writing and spelling should be delayed

until after the printed word has been introduced, and grammar and translation should also be

avoided because this would involve the application of the learner's first language. All above

items must be avoided because they hinder the acquisition of a good oral proficiency.

The method relies on a step-by-step progression based on question-and-answer sessions

which begin with naming common objects such as doors, pencils, floors, etc. It provides a

motivating start as the learner begins using a foreign language almost immediately. Lessons

progress to verb forms and other grammatical structures with the goal of learning about thirty

new words per lesson.

4. The series method

In the 19th century, Francois Gouin went to Hamburgto learn German. Based on his

experience as a Latin teacher, he thought the best way to do this would be memorize a

German grammar book and a table of its 248 irregular verbs. However, when he went to the

academy to test his new language skills, he was disappointed to find out that he could not

understand anything. Trying again, he similarly memorized the 800 root words of the

language as well as re-memorizing the grammar and verb forms. However, the results were
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the same. During this time, he had isolated himself from people around him, so he tried to

learn by listening, imitating and conversing with the Germans around him, but found that his

carefully-constructed sentences often caused native German speakers to laugh. Again he tried

a more classical approach, translation, and even memorizing the entire dictionary but had no

better luck.

When he returned home, he found that his three-year-old nephew has learned to speak

French. He noticed the boy was very curious and upon his first visit to a mill, he wanted to

see everything and be told the name of everything. After digesting the experience silently, he

then reenacted his experiences in play, talking about what he learned to whoever would listen

or to himself. Gouin decided that language learning was a matter of transforming perceptions

into conceptions, using language to represent what one experiences. Language is not an

arbitrary set of conventions but a way of thinking and representing the world to oneself. It is

not a conditioning process, but one in which the learner actively organizes his perceptions

into linguistics concepts.

The series method is a variety of the direct method (above) in that experiences are directly

connected to the target language. Gouin felt that such direct "translation" of experience into

words, makes for a "living language". (p59) Gouin also noticed that children organize

concepts in succession of time, relating a sequence of concepts in the same order. Gouin's

method is based on arranging concepts in series. Students will learn language more quickly

and retain it better if it is presented in a chronological sequence of events. Students learn

sentences based on an action such as leaving a house in the order in which such would be

performed. Gouin found that if the series of sentences are shuffled, their memorization

becomes nearly impossible. For this, Gouin preceded psycholinguistic theory of the 20th

century. He found that people will memorize events in a logical sequence, even if they are not

presented in that order. He also discovered a second insight into memory called "incubation".

Linguistic concepts take time to settle in the memory. The learner must use the new concepts

frequently after presentation, either by thinking or by speaking, in order to master them. His

last crucial observation was that language was learned in sentences with the verb as the most

crucial component. Gouin would write a series in two columns: one with the complete

sentences and the other with only the verb. With only the verb elements visible, he would

have students recite the sequence of actions in full sentences of no more than twenty-five

sentences. Another exercise involved have the teacher solicit a sequence of sentences by

basically asken him/her what s/he would do next. While Gouin believed that language was

rule-governed, he did not believe it should be explicitly taught.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

21
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



His course was organized on elements of human society and the natural world. He estimated

that a language could be learned with 800 to 900 hours of instruction over a series of 4000

exercises and no homework. The idea was that each of the exercises would force the student

to think about the vocabulary in terms of its relationship with the natural world. While there

is evidence that the method can work extremely well, it has some serious flaws. One of which

is the teaching of subjective language, where the students must make judgements about what

is experienced in the world (e.g. "bad" and "good") as such do not relate easily to one single

common experience. However, the real weakness is that the method is entirely based on one

experience of a three-year-old. Gouin did not observe the child's earlier language

development such as naming (where only nouns are learned) or the role that stories have in

human language development. What distinguishes the series method from the direct method

is that vocabulary must be learned by translation from the native language, at least in the

beginning.

5. The audio-lingual method

The audio-lingual method has students listen to or view recordings of language models acting

in situations. Students practice with a variety of drills, and the instructor emphasizes the use

of the target language at all times. The audio-lingual method was used by the United States

Army for "crash" instruction in foreign languages during World War II. Due to weaknesses in

performance, audio-lingual methods are rarely the primary method of instruction today.

6. Communicative language teaching

Communicative language teaching (CLT) is an approach to the teaching of languages that

emphasizes interaction as both the means and the ultimate goal of learning a language.

Despite a number of criticisms ., it continues to be popular, particularly in Europe, where

constructivist views on language learning and education in general dominate academic

discourse.

In recent years, Task-based language learning (TBLL), also known as task-based language

teaching (TBLT) or task-based instruction (TBI), has grown steadily in popularity. TBLL is a

further refinement of the CLT approach, emphasizing the successful completion of tasks as

both the organizing feature and the basis for assessment of language instruction.

7. Language immersion

Language immersion puts students in a situation where they must use a foreign language,

whether or not they know it. This creates fluency, but not accuracy of usage. French-language

immersion programs are common in Canada in the state school system as part of the drive

towards bilingualism.
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8. Minimalist/methodist

Paul Rowe's minimalist/methodist approach. This new approach is underpinned with Paul

Nation's three actions of successful ESL teachers. Initially it was written specifically for

unqualified, inexperienced people teaching in EFL situations. However, experienced

language teachers are also responding positively to its simplicity. Language items are usually

provided using flashcards. There is a focus on language-in-context and multi-functional

practices.

9. Directed practice

Directed practice has students repeat phrases. This method is used by U.S. diplomatic

courses. It can quickly provide a phrasebook-type knowledge of the language. Within these

limits, the student's usage is accurate and precise. However the student's choice of what to say

is not flexible.

10. Learning by teaching (LdL)

Learning by teaching is a widespread method in Germany (Jean-Pol Martin). The students

take the teacher's role and teach their peers. An important target is developing websensibility.

11. Other methods

Pimsleur language learning system is based on the research of and model programs

developed by American language teacher Paul Pimsleur. It involves recorded 30 minute

lessons to be done daily, with each lesson typically featuring a dialog, revision, and new

material. Students are asked to translate phrases into the target language, and occasionally to

respond in the target language to lines spoken in the target language. The instruction starts in

the student's language but gradually changes to the target language. Several all-audio

programs now exist to teach various languages using the Pimsleur Method. The syllabus is

the same in all languages.

Michel Thomas Method is an audio-based teaching system developed by Michel Thomas, a

language teacher in the USA. It was originally done in person, although since his death it is

done via recorded lessons. The instruction is done entirely in the student's own language,

although the student's responses are always expected to be in the target language. The method

focuses on constructing long sentences with correct grammar and building student

confidence. There is no listening practice, and there is no reading or writing. The syllabus is

ordered around the easiest and most useful features of the language, and as such is different

for each language.
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Several methodologies that emphasise understanding language in order to learn, rather than

producing it, exist as varieties of the comprehension approach. These include Total Physical

Response and the natural approach of Stephen Krashen and Tracy D. Terrell.

12. Silent Way

The Silent Way is a discovery learning approach, invented by Caleb Gattegno in the 50s. It is

often considered to be one of the humanistic approaches. It is called The Silent Way because

the teacher is usually silent, leaving room for the students to talk and explore the language. It

is often associated with Cuisenaire rods and wall charts where words are colour-coded; each

phoneme a different colour as in this Example of a word chart

In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Teaching Children To Comprehend Spoken English

Teaching The Conversation Class

Topic : Teaching Children To Comprehend Spoken English

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The audio-lingual method

 Understand The Communicative language teaching

 Understand The Language immersion

 Understand The Minimalist/methodist

 Understand The Directed practice

 Understand The Learning by teaching (LdL)

 Understand The Other methods

 Understand The Silent Way

Definition/Overview:

A spoken language is a human natural language in which the words are uttered through the

mouth. Most human languages are spoken languages. Speech communication stands in

contrast to sign language and written language. From the point of view of linguistic

evolution, spoken is prior to written language. The writing system of any language is

developed or "invented" by its users to record speech when the need arises. Even today, there

are many world languages that can be spoken but have no standard written form. Hearing
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persons acquire their first language by way of spoken language. Writing is learned later. In

linguistics, spoken language reveals many true features of human speech. Transcripts of

actual speech show numerous hesitancies which are usually glossed over in written forms of

'speech' such as screenplays. Thus linguists' data for investigation and analysis are mostly

drawn from everyday speech, which they regard as authentic. Even from the point of view of

syntax, spoken language usually has its own set of grammar patterns which sometimes may

be quite different from that in written language.

Sign languages have the same natural origin as spoken languages, and the same grammatical

complexities, but use the hands, arms, and face rather than parts of the mouth as their place

of articulation.

Key Points:

1. The audio-lingual method

The audio-lingual method has students listen to or view recordings of language models

acting in situations. Students practice with a variety of drills, and the instructor emphasizes

the use of the target language at all times. The audio-lingual method was used by the United

States Army for "crash" instruction in foreign languages during World War II. Due to

weaknesses in performance, audio-lingual methods are rarely the primary method of

instruction today.

2. Communicative language teaching

Communicative language teaching (CLT) is an approach to the teaching of languages that

emphasizes interaction as both the means and the ultimate goal of learning a language.

Despite a number of criticisms, it continues to be popular, particularly in Europe, where

constructivist views on language learning and education in general dominate academic

discourse.

In recent years, Task-based language learning (TBLL), also known as task-based language

teaching (TBLT) or task-based instruction (TBI), has grown steadily in popularity. TBLL is

a further refinement of the CLT approach, emphasizing the successful completion of tasks as

both the organizing feature and the basis for assessment of language instruction.

3. Language immersion

Language immersion puts students in a situation where they must use a foreign language,

whether or not they know it. This creates fluency, but not accuracy of usage. French-
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language immersion programs are common in Canada in the state school system as part of

the drive towards bilingualism.

4. Minimalist/methodist

Paul Rowe's minimalist/Methodist approach. This new approach is underpinned with Paul

Nation's three actions of successful ESL teachers. Initially it was written specifically for

unqualified, inexperienced people teaching in EFL situations. However, experienced

language teachers are also responding positively to its simplicity. Language items are usually

provided using flashcards. There is a focus on language-in-context and multi-functional

practices.

5. Directed practice

Directed practice has students repeat phrases. This method is used by U.S. diplomatic

courses. It can quickly provide a phrasebook-type knowledge of the language. Within these

limits, the student's usage is accurate and precise. However the student's choice of what to

say is not flexible.

6. Learning by teaching (LdL)

Learning by teaching is a widespread method in Germany (Jean-Pol Martin). The students

take the teacher's role and teach their peers. An important target is developing

websensibility.

7. Other methods

Pimsleur language learning system is based on the research of and model programs

developed by American language teacher Paul Pimsleur. It involves recorded 30 minute

lessons to be done daily, with each lesson typically featuring a dialog, revision, and new

material. Students are asked to translate phrases into the target language, and occasionally to

respond in the target language to lines spoken in the target language. The instruction starts in

the student's language but gradually changes to the target language. Several all-audio

programs now exist to teach various languages using the Pimsleur Method. The syllabus is

the same in all languages.

Michel Thomas Method is an audio-based teaching system developed by Michel Thomas, a

language teacher in the USA. It was originally done in person, although since his death it is

done via recorded lessons. The instruction is done entirely in the student's own language,

although the student's responses are always expected to be in the target language. The

method focuses on constructing long sentences with correct grammar and building student

confidence. There is no listening practice, and there is no reading or writing. The syllabus is
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ordered around the easiest and most useful features of the language, and as such is different

for each language.

Several methodologies that emphasise understanding language in order to learn, rather than

producing it, exist as varieties of the comprehension approach. These include Total Physical

Response and the natural approach of Stephen Krashen and Tracy D. Terrell.

8. Silent Way

The Silent Way is a discovery learning approach, invented by Caleb Gattegno in the 50s. It is

often considered to be one of the humanistic approaches. It is called The Silent Way because

the teacher is usually silent, leaving room for the students to talk and explore the language. It

is often associated with Cuisenaire rods and wall charts where words are colour-coded; each

phoneme a different colour as in this Example of a word chart

Topic : Teaching The Conversation Class

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The Learning strategies

Definition/Overview:

A conversation is communication by two, three, or more people, or by one's self.

Conversations are the ideal form of communication in some respects, since they allow

people with different views on a topic to learn from each other. A speech, on the other hand,

is an oral presentation by one person directed at a group.

Those engaging in conversation naturally relate the other speaker's statements to themselves,

and insert themselves (or some degree of relation to themselves, ranging from the replier's

opinions or points to actual stories about themselves) into their replies. For a successful

conversation, the partners must achieve a workable balance of contributions. A successful

conversation includes mutually interesting connections between the speakers or things that

the speakers know. For this to happen, those engaging in conversation must find a topic on

which they both can relate to in some sense.

Conversation analysis is a branch of sociology which studies the structure and organization

of human interaction, with a more specific focus on conversational interaction.It is also the
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same thing as talking, which is a way human beings communicate with one another.

Key Points:

1. Learning strategies

1.1. Code switching

Code switching, that is, changing between languages at some point in a sentence or

utterance, is a commonly used communication strategy among language learners and

bilinguals. While traditional methods of formal instruction often discourage code

switching, students, especially those placed in a language immersion situation, often use

it. If viewed as a learning strategy, wherein the student uses the target language as much

as possible but reverts to their native language for any element of an utterance that they

are unable to produce in the target language, then it has the advantages that it

encourages fluency development and motivation and a sense of accomplishment by

enabling the student to discuss topics of interest to him or her early in the learning

process -- before requisite vocabulary has been memorized. It is particularly effective

for students whose native language is English, due to the high probability of a simple

English word or short phrase being understood by the conversational partner.

1.2. Blended learning

Blended learning combines face-to-face teaching with distance education, frequently

electronic, either computer-based or web-based. It has been a major growth point in the

ELT (English Language Teaching) industry over the last ten years.

Some people, though, use the phrase 'Blended Learning' to refer to learning taking place

while the focus is on other activities. For example, playing a card game that requires

calling for cards may allow blended learning of numbers (1 to 10).

1.3. Skills teaching

When talking about language skills, the four basic ones are: listening, speaking, reading

and writing. However, other, more socially-based skills have been identified more

recently such as summarizing, describing, narrating etc. In addition, more general

learning skills such as study skills and knowing how one learns have been applied to

language classrooms.

In the 1970s and 80's the basic four skills were generally taught in isolation in a very

rigid order, such as listening before speaking. However, since then, it has been
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recognized that we generally use more than one skill at a time, leading to more

integrated exercises. Speaking is a skill that often is underrepresented in the traditional

classroom. This could be due to the fact that it is considered a less-academic skills than

writing, is transient and improvised (thus harder to assess and teach through rote

imitation). However, it is important because a language learner must be able to speak

with confidence to handle basic transactions and people are often judge by the way that

they speak. It is essential for social success, including business.

More recent textbooks stress the importance of students working with other students in

pairs and groups, sometimes the entire class. Pair and group work give opportunities for

more students to participate more actively. However, supervision of pairs and groups is

important to make sure everyone participates as equally as possible. Such activities also

provide opportunities for peer teaching, where weaker learners can find support from

stronger classmates.

In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:
Teaching Students To Read For Meaning

Topic : Teaching Students To Read For Meaning

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The Reading

 Understand The Skimming (speed-reading) technique

 Understand The Scanning techniques

 Understand The Problems with highlighting or underlining

 Understand The Transcribing or copying chunks of information

 Understand The Summarizing

Definition/Overview:

Reading is a complex cognitive process of decoding symbols for the purpose of deriving

meaning (reading comprehension) and/or constructing meaning. Written information is
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received by the retina, processed by the primary visual cortex, and interpreted in

Wernicke's area. Reading is a means of language acquisition, of communication, and of

sharing information and ideas. Readers use a variety of reading strategies to assist with

decoding (to translate symbols into sounds or visual representations of language), and

comprehension. Readers may use morpheme, semantics, syntax and context cues to

identify the meaning of unknown words. Readers integrate the words they have read into

their existing framework of knowledge or schema (schemata theory). Other types of

reading may not be text-based, such as music notation or pictograms. Reading text is now

an important way for the general population in many societies to access information and

make meaning.

Key Points:

1. Reading

The technique of using literature aimed at children and teenagers for TEFL is rising in

popularity. Both types of literature offer simpler material ("simplified readers" are

produced by all the major publishers), and are often written in a more conversational style

than literature aimed at adults. Children's literature in particular sometimes provides subtle

cues to pronunciation, through rhyming and other wordplay. One technique for using these

books is called the "multiple-pass technique". The instructor reads the book, pausing often

to explain words and concepts. On the second pass, the instructor reads the book

completely through without stopping.

2. Read

Read a topic. If it is a new or difficult topic you might like to skim-read it first (read

quickly or speed-read) to see how it answers your questions. You then re-read the passage

and you focus in on details. Try to find a "topic sentence" in the passage. This is the

sentence that tells you what the main point of the section is. If you cannot find a clear

"main point" sentence in the passage, write your own. When you come to a difficult

passage, or when you don't quite understand something, slow down; skip backwards and

forwards to see if point becomes clearer or if it is explained at a later stage. Re-read the

material until you are sure you understand it, then write it in your own words, that is,
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summarise it. Note any difficult technical or obscure words or terminology. Look them up

later if you can follow what is being said, or if you can't, look them up now.

3. Recall

Stop at different times during and at the end of the learning session. Check your

understanding of the material by recalling what you have learned: go through the main

ideas you have read so far. Do they make sense to you? Jot them down if you can; the

effort will pay off. Glance over your notes or summary sheets. Add any ideas or facts you

have left out, or any conclusions you can draw from your learning. Summarise again, in

your own words, the main points of all you have learned in this session.

4. Review

Go over your notes within 24 hours, and perhaps a week later also, and regularly during the

course of the term/year. This might seem excessive, but if you do not review newly learned

material within a certain time you can forget up to 80% of what you learned in the first

place. Make up a topic sentence(s) to summarise your summary. This is a sort of "super

shorthand", or like testing somebody. You reduce all you've learned to the smallest

possible number of sentences without distorting the meaning. These "text" sentences help

you to recall information more speedily, especially under exam conditions.

5. Skimming (speed-reading) technique

This is where you surface-read very quickly to get the "gist" of a topic or an overview of

the topic / story / instructions / experiment / other. This is usually a preliminary read, to be

followed by a close reading for detailed information.

6. Scanning techniques

Where you are looking for specific answers to information, use the technique of scanning.

Because you know exactly what questions you want answered, you speed-read and your

eyes scan over the words / pages very quickly until they find what they are looking for.

Then, rather like in a radar signal, the brain is alerted and focuses in on the details you

require.
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7. Problems with highlighting or underlining

It can be very useful to highlight or underline important points in your textbooks, but it is

not an alternative to note taking. Also, if you re-read the text, other "new" points stand out,

so you underline them, and end up with a section totally underlined, but still no notes! So,

if you underline, use it as a reminder of where you want to make notes.

8. Transcribing or copying chunks of information

Be very careful too about simply copying chunks from textbooks. This wastes time and

effort. It won't improve your handwriting, and it won't do much for your learning either. In

fact, it has very little learning value.

9. Summarising

Summarising is the technique where you reduce or condense large blocks of information

into fewer words and easy-to-read (and learn) chunks, while still keeping the original

meaning. It is an excellent learning technique for many reasons.

 You will understand new information better and for much longer when you have to think

critically about the meaning.

 It helps you focus, because you pick out key facts, information and ideas that are relevant

to your questions.

 You get rid of any information that is not needed or that is irrelevant to the questions you

are asking.

 You link new information with what you already know. This helps you to understand the

new information and fit it into your existing "store" of knowledge.

Summarizing is excellent preparation for examinations, where timing and quick rec all of

information are very important, as you have a readymade outline plan for exam questions.

This makes it easier to bring to mind key points than if you'd tried to memorize the

information straight from the book.
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Topic : Teaching Students How To Process Writing

Topic Objective:

At the end of this topic student will be able to:

 Understand The Writing as a category

 Understand The Means for recording information

 Understand The History of early writing

Definition/Overview:

Writing is the representation of language in a textual medium through the use of a set of

signs or symbols (known as a writing system). It is distinguished from illustration, such as

cave drawing and painting, and the recording of language via a non-textual medium such as

magnetic tape audio.

In Eurasiawriting began as a consequence of the burgeoning needs of accounting. Around

the 4th millennium BC, the complexity of trade and administration outgrew the power of

memory, and writing became a more dependable method of recording and presenting

transactions in a permanent form. In Mesoamericawriting may have evolved through

calendrics and a political necessity for recording historical events.

Language transfer (also known as L1 interference, linguistic interference, and cross

meaning) refers to speakers or writers applying knowledge from their native language to a

second language. It is most commonly discussed in the context of English language

learning and teaching, but it can occur in any situation when someone does not have a

native-level command of a language, as when translating into a second language.

Key Points:

1. Writing as a category

Writing, more particularly, refers to two things: writing as a noun, the thingthat is written;

and writing as a verb, which designates the activityof writing. It refers to the inscription of

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

33
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



characters on a medium, thereby forming words, and larger units of language, known as

texts. It also refers to the creation of meaning and the information thereby generated. In

that regard, linguistics (and related sciences) distinguishes between the written language

and the spoken language. The significance of the medium by which meaning and

information is conveyed is indicated by the distinction made in the arts and sciences. For

example, while public speaking and poetry reading are both types of speech, the former is

governed by the rules of rhetoric and the latter by poetics.

A person who composes a message or story in the form of text is generally known as a

writer or an author. However, more specific designations exist which are dictated by the

particular nature of the text such as that of poet, essayist, novelist, playwright, journalist,

and more. A translator is a specialized multilingual writer who must fully understand a

message written by somebody else in one language; the translator's job is to produce a

document of faithfully equivalent message in a completely different language. A person

who transcribes or produces text to deliver a message authored by another person is known

as a scribe, typist or typesetter. A person who produces text with emphasis on the

aesthetics of glyphs is known as a calligrapher or graphic designer.

Writing is also a distinctly human activity. It has been said that a monkey, randomly typing

away on a typewriter (in the days when typewriters replaced the pen or plume as the

preferred instrument of writing) could re-create Shakespeare-- but only if it lived long

enough (this is known as the infinite monkey theorem). Such writing has been

speculatively designated as coincidental. It is also speculated that extraterrestrial beings

exist who may possess knowledge of writing. The fact is that the only known writing is

human writing.

2. Means for recording information

Wells argues that writing has the ability to "put agreements, laws, commandments on

record. It made the growth of states larger than the old city states possible. The command

of the priest or king and his seal could go far beyond his sight and voice and could survive

his death" (Wells in Robinson, 2003, p. 35).

2.1. Writing systems

The major writing systems methods of inscription broadly fall into four categories:

logographic, syllabic, alphabetic, and featural. Another category, ideographic

(symbols for ideas), has never been developed sufficiently to represent language. A
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sixth category, pictographic, is insufficient to represent language on its own, but

often forms the core of logographies.

2.1.1. Logographies

A logogram is a written character which represents a word or morpheme.

The vast number of logograms needed to write language, and the many

years required to learn them, are the major disadvantage of the logographic

systems over alphabetic systems. However, the efficiency of reading

logographic writing once it is learned is a major advantage. No writing

system is wholly logographic: all have phonetic components as well as

logograms ("logosyllabic" components in the case of Chinese characters,

cuneiform, and Mayan, where a glyph may stand for a morpheme, a

syllable, or both; "logoconsonantal" in the case of hieroglyphs), and many

have an ideographic component (Chinese "radicals", hieroglyphic

"determiners"). For example, in Mayan, the glyph for "fin", pronounced

"ka'", was also used to represent the syllable "ka" whenever the

pronunciation of a logogram needed to be indicated, or when there was no

logogram. In Chinese, about 90% of characters are compounds of a

semantic (meaning) element called a radical with an existing character to

indicate the pronunciation, called a phonetic.However, such phonetic

elements complement the logographic elements, rather than vice versa. The

main logographic system in use today is Chinese characters, used with some

modification for various languages of China, Japanese, and, to a lesser

extent, Korean in South Korea. Another is the classical Yi script.

2.1.2. Syllabaries

A syllabary is a set of written symbols that represent (or approximate)

syllables. A glyph in a syllabary typically represents a consonant followed

by a vowel, or just a vowel alone, though in some scripts more complex

syllables (such as consonant-vowel-consonant, or consonant-consonant-

vowel) may have dedicated glyphs. Phonetically related syllables are not so

indicated in the script. For instance, the syllable "ka" may look nothing like

the syllable "ki", nor will syllables with the same vowels be similar.

Syllabaries are best suited to languages with relatively simple syllable

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

35
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



structure, such as Japanese. Other languages that use syllabic writing

include the Linear B script for Mycenaean Greek; Cherokee; Ndjuka, an

English-based creole language of Surinam; and the Vai script of Liberia.

Most logographic systems have a strong syllabic component. Ethiopic,

though technically an alphabet, has fused consonants and vowels together to

the point that it's learned as if it were a syllabary.

2.1.3.Alphabets

An alphabet is a small set of symbols, each of which roughly represents or

historically represented a phoneme of the language. In a perfectly

phonological alphabet, the phonemes and letters would correspond perfectly

in two directions: a writer could predict the spelling of a word given its

pronunciation, and a speaker could predict the pronunciation of a word

given its spelling. As languages often evolve independently of their writing

systems, and writing systems have been borrowed for languages they were

not designed for, the degree to which letters of an alphabet correspond to

phonemes of a language varies greatly from one language to another and

even within a single language.

In most of the alphabets of the Mid-East, only consonants are indicated, or

vowels may be indicated with optional diacritics. Such systems are called

abjads. In most of the alphabets of India and Southeast Asia, vowels are

indicated through diacritics or modification of the shape of the consonant.

These are called abugidas. Some abugidas, such as Ethiopic and Cree, are

learned by children as syllabaries, and so are often called "syllabics".

However, unlike true syllabaries, there is not an independent glyph for each

syllable. Sometimes the term "alphabet" is restricted to systems with

separate letters for consonants and vowels, such as the Latin alphabet.

Because of this use, Greek is often considered to be the first alphabet.

2.1.4. Featural scripts

A featural script notates the building blocks of the phonemes that make up a

language. For instance, all sounds pronounced with the lips ("labial"

sounds) may have some element in common. In the Latin alphabet, this is

accidentally the case with the letters "b" and "p"; however, labial "m" is
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completely dissimilar, and the similar-looking "q" is not labial. In Korean

hangul, however, all four labial consonants are based on the same basic

element. However, in practice, Korean is learned by children as an ordinary

alphabet, and the featural elements tend to pass unnoticed. Another featural

script is SignWriting, the most popular writing system for many sign

languages, where the shapes and movements of the hands and face are

represented iconically. Featural scripts are also common in fictional or

invented systems, such as Tolkien's Tengwar.

2.1.5. Historical significance of writing systems

Historians draw a distinction between prehistory and history, with history

defined by the advent of writing. The cave paintings and petroglyphs of

prehistoric peoples can be considered precursors of writing, but are not

considered writing because they did not represent language directly. Writing

systems always develop and change based on the needs of the people who

use them. Sometimes the shape, orientation and meaning of individual signs

also changes over time. By tracing the development of a script it is possible

to learn about the needs of the people who used the script as well as how it

changed over time.

2.2. Tools and materials

The many tools and writing materials used throughout history include stone tablets, clay

tablets, wax tablets, vellum, parchment, paper, copperplate, styluses, quills, ink brushes,

pencils, pens, and many styles of lithography. It is speculated that the Incas might have

employed knotted threads known as quipu (or khipu) as a writing system.

The typewriter and various forms of word processors have subsequently become

widespread writing tools, and various studies have compared the ways in which writers

have framed the experience of writing with such tools as compared with the pen or pencil.

For more information see writing implements.

3. History of early writing

By definition, history begins with written records; evidence of human culture without

writing is the realm of prehistory. The writing process involved from economic necessity in

the ancient near east. Archaeologist Denise Schmandt-Besserat determined the link

between previously uncategorized clay "tokens" and the first known writing, cuneiform.
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The clay tokens were used to represent commodities, and perhaps even units of time spent

in labor, and their number and type became more complex as civilization advanced. A

degree of complexity was reached when over a hundred different kinds of tokens had to be

accounted for, and tokens were wrapped and fired in clay, with markings to indicate the

kind of tokens inside. These markings soon replaced the tokens themselves, and the clay

envelopes were demonstrably the prototype for clay writing tablets.

3.1.Mesopotamia

The original Mesopotamian writing system was derived from this method of

keeping accounts, and by the end of the 4th millennium BC, this had evolved into

using a triangular-shaped stylus pressed into soft clay for recording numbers. This

was gradually augmented with pictographic writing using a sharp stylus to indicate

what was being counted. Round-stylus and sharp-stylus writing was gradually

replaced by writing using a wedge-shaped stylus (hence the term cuneiform), at first

only for logograms, but evolved to include phonetic elements by the 29th century

BC. Around the 26th century BC, cuneiform began to represent syllables of spoken

Sumerian. Also in that period, cuneiform writing became a general purpose writing

system for logograms, syllables, and numbers, and this script was adapted to

another Mesopotamian language, Akkadian, and from there to others such as

Hurrian, and Hittite. Scripts similar in appearance to this writing system include

those for Ugaritic and Old Persian.

3.2.Turkmenistan

An unknown civilization in Central Asia 4,000 years ago, hundreds of years before

Chinese writing developed. An excavation near Ashgabat, the capital of

Turkmenistan, revealed an inscription on a piece of stone that was used as a stamp

seal.

3.3.China

In China historians have found out a lot about the early Chinese dynasties from the

written documents left behind. From the Shang Dynasty most of this writing has

survived on bones or bronze implements. Markings on turtle shells (used as oracle

bones) have been carbon-dated to around 1500 BC. Historians have found that the

type of media used had an effect on what the writing was documenting and how it

was used.

There have recently been discoveries of tortoise-shell carvings dating back to c.
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6000 BC, but whether or not the carvings are of sufficient complexity to qualify as

writing is under debate. If it is deemed to be a written language, writing in China

will predate Mesopotamian cuneiform, long acknowledged as the first appearance

of writing, by some 2000 years.

3.4.Egypt

The earliest known hieroglyphic inscriptions are the Narmer Palette, dating to

c.3200 BC, and several recent discoveries that may be slightly older, though the

glyphs were based on a much older artistic tradition. The hieroglyphic script was

logographic with phonetic adjuncts that included an effective alphabet. Writing was

very important in maintaining the Egyptian empire, and literacy was concentrated

among an educated elite of scribes. Only people from certain backgrounds were

allowed to train to become scribes, in the service of temple, pharaonic, and military

authorities. The hieroglyph system was always difficult to learn, but in later

centuries was purposely made even more so, as this preserved the scribes' status.

The world's oldest known alphabet was developed in central Egypt around 2000 BC

from a hieroglyphic prototype, and over the next 500 years spread to Canaanand

eventually to the rest of the world.

3.5.Indus Valley

Indusscript refers to short strings of symbols associated with the Indus Valley

Civilization used between 26001900 BC. In spite of many attempts at

decipherments and claims, it is as yet undeciphered. The script generally refers to

that used in the mature Harappan phase, which perhaps evolved from a few signs

found in early Harappa after 3500 BC,, and was followed by the mature Harappan

script. The script is written from right to left, and sometimes follows a

boustrophedonic style. Since the number of principal signs is about 400-600,

midway between typical logographic and syllabic scripts, many scholars accept the

script to be logo-syllabic (typically syllabic scripts have about 50-100 signs

whereas logographic scripts have a very large number of principal signs). Several

scholars maintain that structural analysis indicates an agglutinative language

underlies the script. However, this is contradicted by the occurrence of signs

supposedly representing suffixes at the beginning or middle of words.
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3.6. Phoenician writing system and descendants

The Phoenician writing system was adapted from the Proto-Caananite script in

around the 11th century BC, which in turn borrowed ideas from Egyptian

hieroglyphics. This writing system was an abjad that is, a writing system in which

only consonants are represented. This script was adapted by the Greeks, who

adapted certain consonantal signs to represent their vowels. The Cumaealphabet, a

variant of the early Greek alphabet gave rise to the Etruscan alphabet, and its own

descendants, such as the Latin alphabet and Runes. Other descendants from the

Greek alphabet include the Cyrillic alphabet, used to write Russian, among others.

The Phoenician system was also adapted into the Aramaic script, from which the

Hebrew script and also that of Arabic are descended. The Tifinagh script (Berber

languages) is descended from the Libyco-Berber script which is assumed to be of

Phoenician origin.

3.7.Mesoamerica

A stone slab with 3,000-year-old writing was discovered in the Mexican state of

Veracruz, and is an example of the oldest script in the Western Hemisphere

preceding the oldest Zapotec writing dated to about 500 BC.

Of several pre-Columbian scripts in Mesoamerica, the one that appears to have

been best developed, and the only one to be deciphered, is the Maya script. The

earliest inscriptions which are identifiably Maya date to the 3rd century BC, and

writing was in continuous use until shortly after the arrival of the Spanish

conquistadores in the 16th century AD. Maya writing used logograms

complemented by a set of syllabic glyphs, somewhat similar in function to modern

Japanese writing.
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