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Affirmative Action at MIT  

                

                I think the article that we used for the discussion was poorly written and rehashed the 
same misinformed ideas of what affirmative action really does at MIT or any other institution of  
higher learning. Many people seem to think that it is just giving a leg up to people simply  
because of the way they look ignoring the fact that whether or not you were admitted as a result  
of affirmative action, you had to at least be a strong student where  you came from. People who 
have never actively  faced discrimination or rejection up until the point of college  admission are  
always quick to choose  affirmative action as the cause of them not  getting  what they want. They  
blatantly ignore the history of gender and race relations in this country and feel that things at this 
moment in time are equal and that everyone has equal opportunity to achieve.  

I’ve commonly heard the argument that everyone  has been given the same opportunities, 
so those who don’t succeed are  responsible for their own failures, when in fact people  aren’t 
given the same opportunities so they often need some help to ensure that they do succeed. As it  
pertains to MIT, I find it  insulting  that it is automatically assumed that I was admitted on the 
basis that I had to do less work to get to the same position because of the  genetics that I did not  
choose. It seemed as though he thought  it unrealistic that the woman and minority populations at  
MIT are not capable of the same as white  and Asian  males. The  claim in the article that many  
women on campus question their place on this campus is a result of people similar to the author 
and other students on campus who make them feel as though they  are less capable or that there is 
no way for the gender ratio on campus to be equal because  certain groups are inherently inferior. 

 I think the class discussion went as I expected  because  I’ve had to deal with people who 
have expressed the same views as the author when  I  got accepted into MIT.  It seemed that many  
people in the class didn’t expect someone to actually say certain things to their peers but 
everyone has their own opinions however strong on certain issues.  
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Response to Tech Article 

 

I don’t believe color blindness in society is what we should strive to achieve. I 

believe we should embrace such cultures and diversity of the melting pot that 

America is. However, I don’t believe that race- based affirmative action is a way to 

do that. By giving special treatment to minorities and women and placing quotas as 

to how many people of a certain type we can have, we are acknowledging that one 

race is more underprivileged than another, thereby affirming racial discrimination. 

The correct way to give equal opportunity to all types of people is through 

socioeconomic affirmative action, in which the candidates’ backgrounds are taken 

into account. By acknowledging the resources and opportunities, or lack of such, 

into account of their academic performance and merit, we can access whether the 

student has been able to use their backgrounds to their full potential. 

On another note, the idea that affirmative action gives spots in a job or 

university to minorities over the white or Asian male is a bit arrogant and silly. The 

neighborhood and high school I went to were primarily Hispanics and African 

Americans. The majority of our high school graduates went to Cal States, community 

colleges, and small state schools. And fitting the racial stereotype, the few Asians 

that attended my school were accepted into private universities or higher ranked 

schools. However, when I came to MIT, I threw all racial stereotypes aside. Never 

once did I look at a Hispanic or African American at MIT and think lower of them 

based on the environment I grew up in at home. Instead, I respect and acknowledge 
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their excellence, and accept that they deserve to be here, just like every other 

admitted student.  
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Diversity at MIT (Feb. 22) 

I noted in the class discussion that I thought it was great that Brandon 
Briscoe wrote the article. Not a single person would have talked about an article 
praising diversity. We needed a charged opinion that would really spark discussion, 
and Briscoe did that and more. 

After reading the article, I started to think: "Why is diversity important? Why 
do we actually need it? What would our school be like without diversity?" I came to 
the conclusion that the diversity around me at MIT has taught me two things. First, I 
learned how to work with all types of people: African-American, Caucasian, and 
Asian. With my experience at MIT, I'm confident that I can go forth into society and 
succeed in any environment, and, in many ways, this is the most important skill I've 
gained at MIT. Second, diversity has given me a more global perspective. While you 
can never actually "be" in someone else's shoes, learning more about how people 
from other parts of the country or world think is so critij:al. 

My only issue with MIT's environment is that we have too many subgroups. I 
love the fraternity system as much as anyone else, but after 4 years at MIT, I've 
realized how many people I didn't meet because I was in such a closed environment. 
There are friends that I have met this semester form other fraternities, other living 
groups, and dorms that I wish I had been friends with all 4 years here. MIT has done 
a great job promoting diversity at MIT, but now the institution needs to focus on 
correctly utilizing the diversity it created. Without centralized dining, the school 
needs an alternate method of getting all the students together. 

Maybe it's not Briscoe's fault. I, just like him, decided to join a fraternity, and 
- without really knowing - decided to enter a very closed society at MIT, one that 
doesn't reap the rewards of MIT's diversity. In class, many of the students were so 
focused on Brandon Briscoe and how "wrong" his opinions were. Regardless of how 
"wrong" he is, Brandon is entitled to his own opinion. We need to focus on how to fix 
the issue and getting students like Brandon to appreciate and learn from the 
school's diversity, one of MIT's greatest assets. 
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Reflection: Excellence vs Diversity 

The topic of excellence in diversity and the conversation that ensued seemed to be revolving 

mainly around diversity in the context of an individuals race, gender and background and how that has 

allowed growth in that individual's own excellence. While all of the points surrounding that were valid 

and the conversation was very interesting, I felt like they ignored a key part ofdiversity. That is, 1 was 

thinking more about how diversity within a group - say MIT as a whole - fosters excellence for every 

individual, even if they haven't faced diversity in their own lives. In fact, diversity in my life is 

definitely responsible for my train of though regarding this. 
t 

I grew up in Oceanside, a city on the coast with an unreal amount ofdiversity when compared 

to those neighboring it. My family chose to put me through my closest school, even though its 

academics were below others, knowing that I could grow in different ways besides academics. I grew 

up playing club soccer on a Hispanic team, pickup basketball with African-Americans, and football 

with Samoans. You encounter all kinds of personalities, priorities, and beliefs, and learn how to deal 

with people whose opinions differ from yours. In a sense, it is similar to the way this class works. 

Different people with different backgrounds share their thoughts in an effort to expand each others 

mind. Maybe that's not what some have in mind but that's what I did when I joined. 

The article mentioned that diversity limits the meritocracy system, and dilutes the overall 

quality of each MIT experience. Even ignoring the argument for diversity vs excellence in accepting 

students, diversity should be thought ofas a tool that enhances our understanding ofpeople in this 

world. And for those who are career-minded, this applies directly to many jobs in our workforce today. 

IfMIT's goal is to prepare us in the best way for what lies beyond graduation I say bring on diversity. 
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Last week’s conversation on Affirmative action and women supposedly reducing MIT’s aim 

of Academic Excellence according to Brandon Briscoe was an engaging one. Personally, I 

think this is one person’s opinion, obviously not based on facts, but based on his personal 

feelings. My peers in class and I, especially those of color, were offended by the article and 

some of the assertions it made. We were even more appalled by some of the obviously 

racist and partially opinionated comments which the editors of the Tech did not deem 

inappropriate. I agree with being concerned about the fact that Brandon was given a 

platform at MIT to share his opinion, but I disagree with a huge uproar to his article as it 

gives him more credit and sense of importance than he deserves.  

 I agreed with one of my peer’s comments that such articles and people as the 

opinion article and Brandon should give us more motivation to achieve even more. I raised 

this point in class to stating that this is “one person’s” opinion, and it should not deter us 

from our purpose here at MIT. MIT women have a higher GPA on average than men, so 

should Brandon insinuate that MIT women reduce the academic level of MIT is just not 

backed by proof and definitely not reasonable. In this world and now, we will always be 

surrounded by people who have strong erroneous opinions, and it is up to us to know 

which ones merit our attention. It is alright to be passionate about a certain topic, but I feel 

that we are falling into the temptation of the bad consequences of over-sensitivity (“over” – 

just showing the negative connotation) especially on topics of such great emotional 

attachment.  
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 About the actual argument or discussion in class, I think it was good that we started 

the class with the various definitions we were going to use like the definition of better 

applicant on paper, as being someone with better scores on the Exams and higher GPA’s. It 

is true that these people who are better paper applicants feel a sense of entitlement to 

great schools like MIT. I particularly feel I am lucky to be here and had I applied a year 

later, might not have been taken; this just makes me thank God for his intervention given 

that there are so many things that the admission office takes into consideration. To me, the 

fact that some of those people who are better on paper applicants are mad at MIT and all 

the students at MIT with lower scores justifies MIT’s choice with regard to them.  
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Discussion 2 Reflection  

 This discussion was much less polarized than the last one.  People seemed less willing to 

outwardly agree with the Briscoe piece that we had to read.  That makes sense, especially 

because of the strong reaction that poured out of campus in response to that article.  However, 

it did seems as though there were some subtle attempts to bolster the argument behind the 

article.  The main reason that lay behind this was a misunderstanding of the way that 

affirmative action works at MIT.  People had this opinion that affirmative action somehow 

resulted in preferential treatment being offered to students because of their race.  At MIT 

affirmative action is restricted to recruiting activities only.  This encourages minorities to apply 

to MIT, but it does not guarantee them a spot at the institute or special treatment during the 

application review. 

 The other argument that came out during the discussion was that there was some way 

that admissions numbers and percentages for each demographic would somehow disprove or 

prove the bias present in affirmative action.  Again this seems like a moot point to me.  If we 

accept that colleges accept only qualified applicants then wouldn't follow that everyone 

admitted was qualified?  How would it change anything that more Black students were 

admitted one year than White students?  Perhaps those students were simply more qualified 

than others.  It seems to me that the issue at the heart of the argument is the fact that college 

admissions are such a nebulous process.  After getting past the initial scores and grades, the 

aspects that make up a good applicant vary significantly from college to college.  People are 

afraid and angry at this mysterious process that happened to reject them and feel the need to 

find a scapegoat.  Attacking people who may have gotten in because of their financial situation 
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appears to go against the American worship of self-advancement and independence.  These 

people deserve to be rewarded for triumphing over adversity.  It is also much easier for 

someone to imagine that those circumstances could have applied to his own life.  On the other 

hand, the fact that someone may have gotten in because of their race is a much easier target.  

Sympathizing across racial lines is much harder and race is often viewed through a lens that has 

been skewed by bias. 

 The part of this discussion that angers me most is the fact that people who fight against 

affirmative action have some conviction that they would be there if someone had not taken 

their "spot."  Who told them that they were the next in line for this college?  Moreover, who 

told them that they deserved to be admitted to this school?  If a school really wanted to have 

you in their class, they would have offered you a place.  No ifs ands or buts about it.  Briscoe 

stated that he thinks that everyone who is here deserves to be here, but if that's true then why 

did he write that article?  How is the institute getting worse if everyone is a deserving student?  

The answer is that it is not getting worse.  At this point in its life, MIT is not some fragile starter 

institution that could easily be toppled, not that this was ever a risk posed by greater diversity.  

MIT attracts the best and brightest, and the differences in their skin colors, backgrounds, and 

outlooks on life make it all the stronger. 
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"Perception of Beauty" (April 18) 

Beauty in America has become an impossible pursuit. Plastic surgery and 

dangerous diet pills have become the norm for all - women, men, and children. Our 

country has become so obsessed with this "arbitrary" image of beauty. What is 

beauty? Who determined that skinny waists, large breasts, and other generic 

qualities were deemed beautiful? What may bother me even more than the "image 

of beauty" is the incessant need to acquire these attributes but only through the 

path of least resistance. Americans all strive for the same image, but we do it 

through pills, gimmicks, and plastic surgery. We need to start emphasizing health 

instead of beauty in America. Having seen many of my relatives suffer from illnesses, 

I get so sick of hearing people taking aggressive "medications" that have serious side 

effects. My "secret" method to losing weight and feeling incredible are EATING 

RIGHT and EXERCISING. 

For the past 3 years, I have exercised a total of five times. I've put on 20 

pounds from eating late night and filling my mouth with junk food. For the past 

month, I've been running 3-4 days a week (1-2 miles) and making a conscious effort 

to eat more fruits and vegetables (swapping out a breakfast sandwich for a late 

night snack or breakfast with bananas and apples), and I feel the best I have in the 

past 3 years. I think we often confuse "beauty" with "confidence." They are two 

entirely different goals. Too many people think, "If I could only get this to look 

better, my life would be perfect." That's almost never the case. In my opinion, feeling 

beautiful means feeling incredible- having great digestion, being in great shape, and 

feeling like the best you possible. We need to change our definition of beauty. 

Originally, we defined beauty as a series of random characteristics that the media 

has deemed important (skinny waist, big breasts, huge biceps, etc ... ). Instead, we 

need to refocus that definition on being healthy. 

Honestly, I feel that people aren't willing to change their lifestyle because 

there aren't clear "benefits" to the change. When we take medication or get surgery, 

we see immediate results, which fools our minds into thinking that "modern 

medicine" as the most efficient form of change. Like I said before, my family has had 

a number of illnesses, particularly my mother. My mother has always complained 

about gaining too much weight after giving birth to my sister and myself. For years, 

she was never able to exercise because she never had any energy after working and 

taking care of the children. For the past 2 years or so, she has changed the way she 

ate (only organic fruits, vegetables, and chicken), and she found that she had so 

much more energy than before. Not only has she put off 20 pounds, but also she has 

repeatedly stated that she hasn't felt better about herself in 20 years. She feels more 

energetic, more confident (now that she's working out and shedding her own 

weight), and has gotten rid of her primary illness. My family now views health as beauty. 

Having had terrible allergies and a horribly weak immune system, I myself have come to realize 

this as well. There's no reason to look great, if you're going to feel miserable. 
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4/18/2012 


This week, we discussed the perception of beauty in society. I really enjoyed the 
readings on this topic especially the article about retouching pictures and the 
perception of beauty among different races. For the retouching discussion, it was 
interesting that most of the class was fine with having pictures retouched. I agreed 
with the majority because I feel as though there are many ways to change a person's 
appearance, whether it we permanent or temporary. If a person can get botox or a 
facelift, isn't that pretty much the same as photoshop-ing a picture? At the end of the 
day, both practices are altering the appearance of a person. I do agree that some 
kind of disclaimer should be added to images that are excessively photoshop-ed but 
logically, I do not think it would be possible to enforce a;:ode or if a disclaimer 
would be effective. Some pictures are just altered to make the colors in a person's 
clothing pop while others are altered to make a person look slimmer. How can you 
differentiate between the two when designing a disclaimer code that the public 
would actually take the time to notice? I think that consumers just have to realize 
that companies manipulate perceptions all the time and you have to consider that 
when you set a goal for yourself to attain the body of the body builder on the front of 
Muscle & Fitness, for example. People have to educate themselves and be realistic to 
realize that the M&F body builder probably took a ton of diuretics to rid his body of 
all water weight to look so defined; without common sense and realistic goals, 
society is screwed. 

The discussion on the perception of beauty among Black, White, and Latino women 
was also interesting. I was shocked to read that Black and Latino women have more 
confidence in their appearance than White women. It was shocking because I feel as 
though Black and Latino women frequently try to attain that perfect image that is 
defined by white society. The part of the discussion on beauty within the black 
community was enlightening for the fact that the major issue of light-skinned black 
women being seen as more beautiful than dark-skinned black women was brought 
to the surface. For many black men, they will most likely consider a light-skinned 
black woman with green eyes and long hair to be more beautiful than a dark
skinned woman with short hair. I liked the quote that someone in class said: that 
each race desires features that are not common to their race. I feel like this quote is 
100% accurate and a sad reflection of our society in not embracing our true beauty. 
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1 Conversations 
Perceptions of Beauty 

In a society that uses logic and reason behind most of its actions, it's so 

interesting that a lot of our actions are driven by beauty - something that is usually 

unrelated to the action that we're taking. For example, when looking for a job in 

investment banking, you will rarely see an overweight or short candidate get picked 

for the job, no matter how academically qualified and talented he or she is. For some 

reason, the best singers in the world happen to also be the prettiest. So much so that when 

someone like Susan Boyle comes around, people have forgotten that ugly people can sing 

too! 

Many people have tried to defme beauty and our motivations for achieving it. 

To be frank, we are in a society where looks matter. Although a prettier person may not 

be showered with money and an academic diploma just for being pretty, they definitely 

receive more social opportunities on average, which leads to ritore opportunities in other 

areas. Sometimes, our motivations behind beauty don't really make any sense- humans 

will go through so much pain just to be skinny or pretty - to have a symmetrical face or 

to have painfully high heels. Ifaliens were to visit our world, they'd think it's so strange 

ofus - or maybe not. Every society needs to keep reproducing, and one key to fmding 

a suitable mate is fmding a mate that's healthy- not too obese, has normal skin, etc

someone who looks like they won't pass down "unfavorable" genes. And thus, we spend 

billions on acne medicine and gym memberships. 

People in different cultures have their own definition of beauty, and thus do 

different things to obtain their ideal image- from tanning to bleaching to binding feet to 

enlarging eyes. Like our class, many people have body features that they're happy11bout 

and body features that they wish they could improve. 

We pierce our ears- the needle really hurt me, to the point where I couldn't talk 

or eat because moving my jaw was super painful and sent a painful throbbing pulse into 

my brain. However, if my ears ever closed up, I'd get them pierced again. It makes no 

sense given the pain I went through for two holes in my lobes, but I get a strange feeling 

of satisfaction when I put in my earring every morning - being able to have jewelry on 

that part of my body makes me happy, as it's not nearly as annoying as having a bracelet 

or necklace. 
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Conversations You Can’t Have on Campus 

Perceptions of Beauty  

 In our discussion of perceptions of beauty we touched on three main points how race 

and  ethnicity influence perception, societies fixation on beauty, and the pervasive process of 

retouching images for enhancement. I thought it was interesting to have the studying cited in 

are reading to show to the surprise of some where the average self-confidence of various 

groups existed in this study. In particular, it was shown that African American women have a 

higher on average perception of beauty than White Americans, who are most often the most 

glorified in the media. 

 Moreover, it is interesting to see how societal perceptions of beauty differ from our own 

and how beauty is shaped by the media. I think the media and society definitely have a 

reciprocal role in creating the narrow definitions of beauty that we most often perceive in the 

media. I think as individuals we are often open to a broader range of beauty that what is likely 

to be shown in the media, that includes different ethnicities, shapes, ages and factors other 

than physical attractiveness.  I think the media helps perpetuate unhealthy and sometimes 

unconventional beauty norms. In class we discussed how porn could have played a role in the 

modern practice of hair removal for women.  In think we can similarly see the influence of the 

media when we look as the slenderizing of actresses and models over the decades. I think the 

expectation of girls has changed as a result of being confronted by so many limited range of 

women. We see this across race also.  Though in citing the first mentioned study I think the 

media’s exclusion of most other ethnicities has help create an in group out group phenomenon. 
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It is my assertion that many African Americans ignore many standards of beauty perpetuated 

by the media, recognizing that greater society does not reflect them.  
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Conversations You Can’t Have on Campus 

Euthanasia 

 Euthanasia is about complicated because it’s a catch-22 where no one wins. Assisted 

suicide is considered murder by some but I don’t agree. In obvious cases where someone in 

power makes the choice for another I agree that is murder, but this doesn’t occur just in classic 

cases of assisted suicide. This occurs throughout our current healthcare system where many die 

each year due to those in power denying them lifesaving healthcare. To leave individuals to die 

because lack of fund could be seen as murder o some might call this assisted suicide. I don’t 

believe that assisted suicide is murder though I don’t think it is often the best thing to do. Like 

abortion, though I know I would never engage in it I don’t feel in the position to take away 

someone’s right to make that choice.  

 So, in many ways euthanasia or the denial of euthanasia is about infringing on personal 

liberties There may be a humanitarian impetus to allow someone to deny instead of living a life 

they don’t desire and aren’t able to change. I think there are certain cases like being a 

vegetable that warrant pulling the plug if that is there wish, but what about a veteran who is a 

paraplegic or brain damaged. These might also be intolerable states for these individual’s that 

they can’t escepe. Yet there is a valid argument for not permitting assisted suicide. Our society 

doesn’t even permit conventional suicide.  If we aren’t ready to allow someone to make the 

choice for themselves to end their own life, how can we in good conscience allow someone to 

be an accomplice in the act?  
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Melanie Adams

Reflection: May 16th

 

  

Euthanasia  

 Euthanasia has always been a big issue because many believe the right to die lies in  the 
hands of nature or God. Some thought that it should be allowed in situations with an 
unresponsive person while some thought  all forms of euthanasia should be allowed. The issue  
seemed to be about where to draw the line between allowing a person or  a  doctor  to play  an 
active role in the death of another person and just  allowing the person to die. I personally  feel 
that euthanasia should be allowed except in the case where a person has no physical or serious 
mental ailments and is suffering from something such as depression in which case  counseling  
should be provided. I think those with the cognitive ability to decide what they want to do should 
undergo some form of counseling to ensure that is what they  want to do. For those without the  
cognitive ability to decide or a written DNR, family should be allowed to call for euthanasia 
especially if there is no hope of recovery or barely any quality of life remaining.  

 The case of Terry Schiavo was brought up and we examined both sides of the case  with 
her husband wanting  let her go and her parents wanting to keep her alive even though there is no  
hope of recovery. From my own observations, it seems as though  those who oppose euthanasia 
have never had to witness the degradation in the  quality  of life  of someone  so they don’t know or 
understand what it’s like  to have to take care of or  watch someone  else take  care of the body of 
someone who is technically no longer with you. I  think it is somewhat selfish as, the only  reason 
people want to keep someone alive  can sometimes be so they have the person with them instead 
of as a distant memory.  

 Even for those who believe in a higher being, I  don’t  think it is fair to say that it is against  
their doing to want to take  your own life. Most religious texts were written before  a  time where  
we had enough technology and medicine to be  able to keep someone  alive  in a state of not being  
able to function on their  own. Modern medicine has provided an outlet for people to live longer  
than nature seems to dictate so it’s only fair that we  use modern medicine to allow people to 
choose when they want to go.  
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5/9/12 
Reflection paper- Euthanasia 

One would not allow an animal to go through what I have endured. 

Chantal Sebire 

The sentiment shared by the late Chantal Sebire is the main thing that confuses me about the 

world. Perhaps this is just a consequence of growing up without pets and thus, any significant 

experience with animals in my life, but I am left with this burning question: how do people rationalize 

feeling more empathy and civic duty towards animals than they do humans? Once this is accepted as a. 

given, how do you then make the argument for guiltlessly killing animals because they might be in some 

level of pain? It's as though animals are afforded special kind of agency over fairness and justice, by 

virtue of the fact that they are silent, domesticated beings- UNTIL they reach the end of life, when 

humans get to decide when and how they die. If you love animals scfmuch, why are you so comfortable 

with their dying without their "consent"? All the arguments that I've heard against euthanasia of 

humans hinge on the idea of playing God1 or respecting the sanctity of life too much to just take it away 

based on probability. So ... where do these arguments go when it comes to animals? It seems to me that 

as a society, we are totally comfortable with deciding what kind of life is worth living when it comes to 

dogs and cats. Doesn't this fact innately undercut the respect and admiration that people say they 

reserve especially for animals? 

The articles we read for today's discussion are all dealing with the notion of killing the terminally 

ill or severely disfigured. I'd be interested to understand how the politics of euthanasia change when we 

consider the same potential issues for young children- even children who are still inside the womb. Are 

there people against assisted suicide and "death with dignity" measures that would change their minds 

if they were talking about unborn babies or babies diagnosed with fatal diseases? 

1 I greatly dislike this phrase because to say that manipulating chemicals and test tubes is tantamount to 
God's power is to reduce God to a mere "mad scientist" figure, which He most definitely is not. 
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MIT - Conversations You Can't Have on Campus 

 

21 March 2012 

 

 

Evolution vs. Creationism Reflection Paper 

 

The discussion about creationism vs. evolution during our discussion 

 

helped to expand my views on how people perceive evolution in contemporary 

 

society. Moreover, the topic of religion is useful in helping to rationalize people's 

 

views on the topic. Taking on a psychological perspective, we can also decipher 

 

how people can hold evolution or creationism at such high regard. Specifically, the 

 

interplay between Hindu beliefs and creationism made me realize that people could 

 

eloquently rationalize the idea that creationism and evolution can go together hand- 

 

in-hand. To further expand on this I shall discuss briefly Hinduism. For example, 

 

someone made the comment that Hindu people believe in their deities, but at the 

 

same time hold scientific discovery in high regard (as in, the idea that humans 

 

evolved from lower life forms). It is not necessarily contradictory that these two 

 

beliefs can coexist. 

 

Although the topic of religion was heavily de-emphasized, religion is 

 

an integral part in understanding the weaving of evolution and creationism. I feel 

 

that many people in toady's society use religion as a means of establishing a social 

 

circle. Moreover, although religion may be important in their lives, it has come to 

serve an ancillary function for many people. Although many people are religious, the 

 

prevalence of using religion as a mere guide for morals and ethics, rather than as a 

 

strict measure to live one's life has prevailed, based off my perception. For example, 

 

during the discussion, it was revealed the majority of the people in the room were 

 

non-denominational Christians. This shows that people mainly use religion as a 
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means for holding their values, as opposed to a fire and brimstone approach. Let us 

 

compare religion to a relationship. Let us take Sally and Bob as examples. Sally has 

 

been faithful to Bob for many years. One day Sally decides to have sexual relations 

 

with Cory. Bob finds out that Sally has cheated on him with his best friend Cory. Bob 

 

is infuriated. He can't rationalize how Sally would do this to him, considering that 

 

that they have had a relatively stable relationship. He decides to dump Sally because 

 

she has been unfaithful. Suppose that we replace Sally with the religion of 

 

Christianity. We use this to show that Christianity can serve a useful purpose but 

 

can be replaced. Sally may have provided Bob with comfort, a means for de- 

 

stressing himself, and a general foundation of well-being, etc. But after she has 

 

committed a wrong to him, he dismisses her. 

 

I feel that some people do this with religion - they are believers until it 

 

becomes inconvenient. For example, suppose someone was a fervent Muslim but 

 

then his daughter got cancer and his wife was struck by a train and died. He decides 

 

to forsake Islam because he has perceived that God has wronged him. As such, it 

 

becomes evident that religion can serve a purpose for developing ethics and morals 

 

- at a fee of convenience. Although this does not generalize for everyone, this idea 

 

still exists. 

Although it is easy to belittle those that are believers in creationism, I 

 

can definitely see why a religious person may hold creationism in high regard. I feel 

 

that people generally adapt to their environments. According to the psychology of 

 

human behavior, this is true. People tend to derive the same general values that 

 

their parents held. There is a high correlation between the religion that parents hold 

 

and the religion their offspring practice. Because of this, it is easy to understand that 

 

if the parents were religious and believers in creationism, it would be likely that 
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their offspring hold these same values. Therefore, these people should not be 

 

belittled. This also works in the other direction. Some people fervently believe in 

 

evolution, without attempting to realize that people may hold other views. This may 

 

be because they were raised in an environment that one-dimensionally saw 

 

evolution as the only notion to believe in. The bottom line is that the environment 

 

helps to shape people's views on the world and it is up to the individual to see 

 

where others are coming from. Through these points, my view on evolution and 

 

creationism was highly expanded. 
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Evolutionism vs. Creationism (March 14) 
 

In my opinion, Evolutionism and Creationism can be one and the same. It all 
simply depends on how you choose to interpret the Bible. Some decide to interpret 
the Bible very literally and try to extract history from the words written. Others use 
the words not as purely a historical work, but- much more importantly- as a piece 
of literature that provides guidance and wisdom. It's all about one's interpretation. 
For example, my parents are devout Christians who understand the Bible as a very 
"literal" piece of literature. I, on the other hand, believe the Bible to be a more 
"abstract" piece that requires us to interpret and apply in our lives today. What we 
fundamentally believe is identical, but our interpretations are clearly quite different. 
For example, when taking about the beginning of the universe, the Bible illustrates 
God creating the universe in 7 days. My parents firmly believe that God created the 
universe in exactly 7 days. But, I always wondered, "How can you know what 7 days 
were to God? What if 1 day to God was 5 million years to mankind?" In my opinion, 
these details should be left up to interpretation because these facts often "scare" 
many scientists and engineers away from religion. Therefore, allowing for open 
interpretation of many of the Bible's facts, a combination of Evolutionism and 
Creationism could clearly exist. 
 

I have also noticed a general trend with religion that has become a bit 
disturbing. Christianity and religion in general have become very "old and archaic" 
ideas to the point that society actually scoffs at "religious nuts" all the time. Religion 
should not be viewed as purely negative. While I do admit that religion can be used 
for negative that does not make religion itself negative. When used for good, some of 
the greatest transformations can occur. I have seen criminals and drug addicts at my 
church overcome their addictions and refocus their lives on their families and 
careers. As much evil as religion can cause - as we have seen throughout history - it 
can also bring about some of the greatest change I've ever seen on an individual and 
personal basis. Nonetheless, I feel that society as a whole only focuses on the 
"religious extremists," who give all religious people a bad reputation. 
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Reflections on Discussion from 3/14/12 

Our discussion on 3/14 focused on Evolution vs. Creation, with religious 

connotations. A large part of the discussion tackled the question of whether it was 

possible to disassociate creationism from religion. Is it possible to be creationist without 

being religious? Does being religious preclude one from believing in evolution? Does 

evolutionism imply atheism? A number of participants (myself included) expressed their 

belief that evolution and creation need not be mutually exclusive. In my opinion, many 

clashes between religion (with it’s accompanying creationist theories) and evolutionism 

come down to the interpretation of the creation story. For example, some biblical scholars 

argue that the term ‘day’, as used in the creation story told in the Bible, might not 

necessarily mean 24 hours – what we consider to be a day today. That, however, is 

another story for another day. 

The point was also raised about how creationists manage to stick to their guns in 

the face of the tons of scientific knowledge gathered over the years. One possible 

explanation was that while creationists tell a story essentially from start to finish, 

evolutionists couldn’t explain where the matter came from for the so-called Big Bang. 

However, scientists generally consider the evolutionist theory opinion as knowledge, and 

although it seems illogical to ignore this knowledge, greater questions arise about the 

meaning of knowledge, and what we actually ‘know’. A lot of what we call knowledge is 

the explanation that is most consistent with observations and comes closest to predicting 

the outcomes of experiments/ procedures. By this definition, creationism is not 

knowledge, since it is quiet inconsistent with what we see and observe. That being said, 

knowledge, by this definition, relies on perception, and perception, even with an 
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objective attitude, is quite subjective. Herein lies another conundrum, even more 

fundamental that the sorts of arguments often given for or against evolutionism. 

The question of whether creationism should be taught in schools as a counter 

theory to evolution was a real sticking point. Some argued that it went against the 

principles of separation of church and state to do so, while others claimed it was an 

inherent bias — something that goes against the fundamental principles of science in 

itself. However, given the variety in the creation stories told by different religions, 

parading the Christian version (since Christianity is the most populous religion in the US) 

as an example of an alternative theory would also count as a bias against the other 

religions.  
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Reflection paper – health care 

I don’t understand why Mitt Romney is being taken seriously as a candidate for the 

American presidency. It is common knowledge that he took the time to devise this healthcare 

plan for his patrons in Massachusetts, even consulting with renowned MIT economist Jonathan 

Gruber to iron out the details; then in a political turn to try and make his new political party feel 

better about his choices, he tries to tear down the very architecture that he helped to create 

and then sign into law. Whereas President Obama has demonstrated that his thought process 

on marriage equality has evolved from what it was to what it is now, Mitt Romney is doing 

everything he can to ignore the fact that he once stood for a more inclusive health plan. What?  

 Another issue I have is with the idea of “states’ rights.” Before, I basically accepted the 

hypothesis that there were some issues that were better left up to each of the fifty states to 

decide for themselves, but now that I’m thinking about it, I don’t think it makes sense a priori 

for the states to be an intermediary between the federal government and individuals when it 

comes to the doling out of “rights.” There is an economic concept called Tiebout sorting, 

claiming that people will essentially decide where to live such that their values and valuations 

of certain public goods matches up with that of a local government, and this will result in 

everyone living in a place where they’re paying exactly what they want to for property taxes, 

health care, public roads, etc. I don’t think this holds though; I feel like people (at least in my 

demographic) end up living where they do as a consequence of two major things: preferences 

for weather and the prevalence of employment. If this is true, then randomly making the state’s 

in charge of deciding what’s fair for healthcare will just end up in a bunch of people being 
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forced to move or cheat the system to get the healthcare they want. My opinion is to let the 

federal government intervene and finally prioritize people’s health over their bank accounts. 
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Reflection 

Health Care 

So much is made about whether health care should be a necessity and the costs and 

benefits of creating a national health care system. The debate can be centered upon ethical 

issues as well as economical feasibility. I would agree in someone saying that economically we 

are taking a huge step that can have a huge impact upon the rest of American society. A lot of 

costs are uncertain and numbers vague, which make me very weary. 

But then I thought of the kids I grew up with who didn't have health care, how my 

neighbor would be out of school for a week or more because he couldn't afford to go to the 

doctors to get the right antibiotics. And if it wasn't him it was one of his brothers and sisters. I 

think about the amount of work I can miss while being sick for a couple days here and cringe. 

There are some students who cannot afford to miss weeks of school, as it sets them behind 

when they need all the help they can get to pass. We talked a lot about education the week 

before, but never considered the impact our health care system could have on it. It is the same 

case for a lot of issues. Being sick simply stops you from being a functional member of society 

for a little while. And while we as a nation try to close the gap and help those that need it most 

in many different ways, it seems like health care should be the biggest issue, because it 

certainly is for those who need it. 
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4/2/2012 

 

Reflection Paper #9 

 

This week, we discussed US Healthcare. This discussion was difficult for me since I 

do not know much about the current health care bills or the health care proposals 

that are floating around in Congress, but it was an interesting discussion 

nonetheless. We started off discussing the health care of Massachusetts and how it 

has served as a blueprint for Obamacare. Although Romney has been getting much 

flack about his health care plan being the basis for Obamacare, I feel as though that is 

irrelevant and just an attempt to further undermine Romney. I think that 

Romneycare worked in the scope of the state of Massachusetts but just because it 

was successful on a statewide scale does not mean that it will be successful on a 

national scale. I think it is commendable that Romney was able to pass a health care 

bill in MA that is successful but I in no way think that that is a good reason to pass 

Obamacare and expect it to be just as successful. 

 

 

I really grappled with whether or not universal health care should be passed or not. 

On one hand, I think that everyone having health care would be good for society, 

especially children who currently do not have coverage because their parents 

cannot afford it. However, I wonder, what happens when everyone has healthcare? 

How will the health care industry accommodate the millions of individuals who once 

did not have coverage but now do? What will the drug companies do with prices of 

prescription drugs now that everyone has coverage, which might lead to an increase 

in demand for medication? Will companies up prices, leaving the poor without a 

way to cover high costs of medication, leaving them back where they started? I think 

there are so many questions that need to be addressed before universal health care 

is enacted. As for now, I believe that the health care system should stay the way it is 

now until the detailed workings of universal healthcare are smoothed out. I think if 

Romney wins the 2012 election, there is no way universal healthcare will be passed. 

If Obama stays in office, I think he will have too much opposition to pass universal 

health care. So, ultimately, universal health care will remain as just a concept until 

some alarming issues are resolved. 
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Health Care Reflection 
 

The topic we focused on in this discussion was that of health care reform and 
universal health care. I was particularly interested in the topic when we began our 
discussion. The idea of universal health care had always appealed to me, but I was 
curious to see how others felt about the topic and why. As I had expected, a good 
number of the class felt similarly about universal health care as I did. However, I had 
not gone into class expecting my opinion to be changed in any way and thus was 
surprised when my classmates convinced me into believing something I had had 
trouble believing in the past.  
 
The discussion began with the question of whether we believed health care was a 
right. I had always had trouble with this idea because though I believed that 
everyone should have health care, I didn’t know if I could deem it a right. I had 
always felt that access to health care was a very important thing, especially because 
I come from a place where proper health care is not only difficult to find, but also 
impossible to pay for if found. However, health care had seemed less of a basic need 
than happiness or freedom. My classmates convinced me that it is just as important 
as happiness, freedom, and many other “basic needs” that we as a nation have 
already defined as rights. During the course of the discussion, I came to understand 
that without health care, few of us could properly enjoy the other basic rights.  
 
In addition to finally learning that health care is a right and not a privilege, I learned 
some interesting facts about universal health care as it has been implemented in 
other nations as well as details of how our current president hoped to make health 
care available to all. One of the most interesting things I learned was from the article 
titled “Obama Team Celebrates Anniversary of Romney’s Health Care Law.” This 
article explained that the health care legislation labeled “Obamacare” was modeled 
after Mitt Romney’s health care legislation, which was successfully implemented in 
Massachusetts. Having learned this, I thought that this piece of information would 
convince people that Obama’s attempt at universal health care was a good thing for 
the country. I was, however, surprised to hear that people defended Romney’s 
current position by giving the reasoning that what worked on a state level may not 
work on a national level. 
 
Personally I believe that the government should provide everyone with health care. 
Though I think President Obama is making a solid effort given the nature of the 
American people, I do not think his health care plan goes far enough. He has the 
right idea in mandating that all people have health insurance, however, I think 
removing the public option was a bad idea. The public option should have been kept 
so that people can afford to buy health insurance. But again, it must be noted that 
this is not a perfect solution. I think the only real solution that is likely to make a big 
difference to those who need it would be a universal health care plan provided by 
the government.  
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Islamophobia Reflection 
 

The discussion on islamophobia is the one that I, along with another student, 
facilitated. After having discussed the topic once in the MLK design seminar course 
during IAP, I was interested to see how this discussion would go. The previous 
discussion I had had on this topic during IAP had been very heated, which made me 
curious about how this class would react to this topic. Though the discussion wasn’t 
nearly as heated as that of the MLK class, but it was definitely a lively discussion.  
 
I was pleased to find that the class as a whole believed that islamophobia exists, 
though most could not agree on where the line between islamophobia and just plain 
aggression should be drawn. Similar to issues such as racism, it is sometimes 
difficult to know whether an act against a Muslim is committed as a result of 
islamophobia. There are cases where it is clear that islamophobia is at the root of 
the act committed such as the burning of the Koran by a Florida pastor. However, in 
many cases it is hard to decipher whether a person is targeted because they are 
Muslim or whether the victim just happened to be Muslim. This grey area seems to 
be where most of the class disagreed. 
 
One of the readings we chose for this discussion explained how islamophobia plays 
a role in the race for president for the 2012 elections. This article is interesting 
because it points out the little things that people say and do that clearly have a root 
in islamophobia or at least in the dislike of the Islam religion expressed by many 
Americans. One of these little things is the fact that right-wing conservatives have 
accused Barak Obama of being Muslim in the hopes that Americans will believe this 
and refrain from voting for him. This is morally wrong in the sense that they are 
spreading false information in order to help their cause. However, it is also wrong 
because they are using Muslim as a derogatory term. This, I think, is a clear sign that 
islamophobia is alive and well in the US. If people did not view being Muslim as 
being a terrible thing, no one would be able to use calling someone a Muslim as a 
campaign tactic to discredit their opponent.  
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Conversations 

Islamaphobia 

Despite the passionate debate today, one point that the class unanimously can  

agree on is that Islamaphobia exists, both in the US and around the world. The news 

coverage for the Ground Zero mosque shows America's fear of people of other beliefs. 

Muslims didn't commit 9/11- terrorists did. But the fact that people associate any 

given attack with the attacker's religion (or the predominant religion of the attackers' 

home town) is something that reporters and the general population should be aware of. 

What's ironic is that America allows large, corrupt corporations like oil companies and 

McDonalds - companies that have adversely impacted the lives of countless people, 

farms, and animals - to make business and fuel their corruption at Ground Zero. 

 

Countries have done terrible things to other countries, to the point where 

nations like Laos do not allow Americans the pleasure of entering their country at will. 

MIT Global Poverty Initiative had a very detailed hunger-fighting project in Laos - 

however, it was denied at the last minute due to the students being from the US, which 

devastated the organizers of the project. However, nothing in history can justify the fact 

that Muslims are discriminated against by the American government and population. As 

a nation that has militarized and taken over many other countries, America and other 

nations should set an example by not discriminating based on color and religion, as well 

as not label criminals and terrorists by their religion. Although some criminals in the past 

happened to be Muslim, that doesn't mean that the TSA should watch out just for people 

who dress "Muslim." There have also been Christian terrorists, but the fact that they are 

Christian isn't blown up by the media nearly as much as if the attacker was Muslim. 

Racial profiling can backfire in that it's quite easy to bypass the TSA by simply dressing 

in nondescript clothing. So while it may be some people's human instinct to scrutinize 

Muslims more than others at the airport, unfairly detaining them is just as wrong as 

unfairly detaining people of any other religion. 
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Reflection paper- lslamophobia 
 
 

The main thing I learned from this discussion is that, for better or worse, some members 
 

of our class are far too comfortable with the notion of racial and religious profiling. Don't get 
 
me wrong: I think it is a fortunate and unique experience that we're all comfortable talking 
 
about the prejudices we learned as a child growing up with our parents. I think that the 
 
necessary next step is where we go wrong. Instead of discussing these assumptions with the 
 
effort of exploring how wrong they are, and how we should approach these prejudices if and 
 
when they come up again, we spend valuable class time debating whether or not these ideas 
 
are unfounded and harmful character assassinations. 
 

I can't understand how some of these things aren't obvious. It is racist to regard every 
 

educated, law-abiding Black person as an aberration from the natural order of things. It is sexist 
 
to say things like, "you fight like a girl!" or "man up and deal with your problems." And it is a 
 
sign of blatant ignorance and disrespect to presume that all Muslims should bear a collective 
 
culpability for the unspeakable actions that took place on September 11th, 2001 in the name of 
 
"safety." It's bad enough that the average American is willing to decry an entire religion based 
 
on little more than fear mongering and insensitive branding by the U.S. government in the age 
 
of information. If the members of our federal government can't distinguish two totally 
 
independent groups such as Muslims and terrorists, we have a bigger problem. 
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Reflection Paper for Islam Discussion 

During the course of last class, we spoke about the concept of Islamophobia, whether it is 

related to the religion or the people, whether it is instinctive or conscious, and whether profiling is 

effective or not. The part that struck me the most was the fact that some people wanted to disconnect 

the fear of danger from human instincts in the name of our “better selves.” Some things can be 

controlled, but I think it would take a lot for the world to put islamophobia behind, as it will take for us 

to get rid of greed, and other immoral acts which are bred in our human genome.  

On the topic of islamophobia related to the religion or the people, I think it has everything to do 

with the religion. Terrorists all over the world use Islam was backing for their actions. Like in every 

religion in the world, there are radicals. Unfortunately for Islam, some of their radicals still believe in the 

pursuit of converting the whole universe to their believe using violent methods (as is the case in Nigeria 

now). This is a rather unfortunate situation, and these types of actions by some Muslims are the root of 

Islamophobia in the world today. The way we humans understand and memorize concepts is by 

categorizing. It is easier to junk all people with a common religion or purpose or characteristic. It is 

wrong to generalize all Muslims because most of them don’t have the opinion the few extremist have, 

but are targeted as well. We categorize to help us understand and group things together, but in this 

case, it is just safer to assume (in the case of Nigeria) that if you see someone throwing a bomb or 

explosives into a Christian Church, he is probably Muslim. To me, these assumptions are the root of 

Islamophobia. This categorization immediately leads to the concept of profiling, which to me is totally 

wrong, especially when adopted by a government which is supposed to acknowledge all its citizens.  

On the topic of islamophobia being instinctive or calculated, I think that Islamophobia for those 

who have it is actually calculated. It is wrong in my opinion to judge anyone according to his affiliations. 

Affiliating yourself with a particular group firstly doesn’t necessarily mean that you believe in the values 
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of that group, and secondly, you do not choose who affiliates himself with your group or not. For the 

case of terrorists who plan to destroy America or some countries in Europe, most of these terrorists call 

on Islam as their religion, but one will argue that they are not following the rules of their religion. The 

fact that they affiliate themselves with Muslims does not mean that all Muslims affiliate themselves with 

terrorists.  Instincts come into play when we have a particular fear. It is right to be afraid of terrorists, 

but it is wrong to be afraid of Muslims. Since it is difficult to tell the good people from the bad people 

judging by their appearance or looks, we tend towards making the erroneous simplifying assumption 

that all Muslims are Terrorists.  

In my opinion, we need to thread carefully while dealing with these situations. Every Islam 

phobic person has what he thinks is reason enough for him. What I think is made from my personal 

principles, and I do not expect the world to think exactly like I do, I might be right or wrong, but my 

stance is against any sort of generalization which will affiliate the innocent and the guilty, no matter how 

simplifying it may be.  
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Meaning of Life 

 

Some of the topics we spoke about in this class which were of interest to me were: what our 

ultimate life goals were, what we will do or would have done differently if we had won the lottery, what 

we think happiness is and whether it is the goal of every human being.  

The readings defined happiness (subjective well-being) as “a combination of life satisfaction and 

having more positive emotions than negative emotions.” Happiness could also be thought of as “the 

good life, freedom from suffering … and pleasure.” Is happiness really the goal of every man’s existence? 

In my opinion, happiness drives our every actions whether in the background or on the surface. In class, 

we spoke about people who do jobs that make them unhappy just for the financial security it brings, or 

as another student put it “to help the people they care about most,” even before helping themselves. 

The argument that some people do unhappy things is not valid to me because for the case of the mother 

who is suffering with three jobs to put food in her children’s mouth, happiness is the overall picture not 

the specific. The mother gains satisfaction from seeing her children eating. Her life’s goal is to feed her 

children. Even though she achieves this goal via unhappy means her ultimate goal is the happiness of 

her children and her family. If she did not care about her children more than she did care for herself, she 

could have sent the kids to social care and worked less hard to sustain herself in even better living 

conditions, but since she so loves her kids, she is ready to make the sacrifice to attain that higher goal. 

People do all sorts of things for happiness; my opinion of life is that whatever we do, no matter how 

depressing or dangerous it might be to our present state, happiness runs behind it.  

The case of the lottery win which will change our lives was very telling as to what we in class 

perceived as ultimate joy/happiness. Most people would have gone to schools other than MIT, most 

students would have worked less hard, most students would have had more fun than they are currently 
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having, should they have won the lottery before enrolling at MIT. We all want different things, and we 

get them via different means.  
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- ' ' ') 

MIT - Conversations You Can't Have on Campus 

14 March 2012 

MIT-Wellesley Social Dynamics: 

Reflection Paper 

The Wellesley-MIT discussion made me realize that people have preconceived 

notions - "molds" - that they apply topeople ofdifferent schools, that the 

prevalence of intra-school dating at MIT is worth examining, and that I am actually 

looking for a fairly specific "type" of girl. First, we will examine stereotypes. For 

example, suppose Billy (an MIT student) is at a social event in which he does 

not know anyone. As soon as Billy finds out that a girl is from Wellesley, he may 

perceive her differently. Some thoughts that might run through a stereotypical MIT 

male's mind -like Billy's- would be the following: 

00 Wow. She must be artsy because she goes to Wellesley. 
 

oo She is probably bisexual. 
 

00 She must be easj. Wellesley girls like to hook up with Harvard/MIT guys, so I'm 
 

justgonna go up to her and ask her to dance while making sure that she knows 

that I go to MIT. 

It is as if MIT males, MIT females, and Wellesley females are given a mold. It is up to 

them to keep this mold or reshape it altogether - but there is this cloud of traits that 
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are associated with them before they even say a word. Is this a good or bad thing? 

It's good in the sense that it gives people an idea of some general traits that MIT or 

Wellesley students have, but in reality it is up to the person to take the time to 

explore the mold that has been made and either accept or reject it. It's "bad" in the 

sense that some people will make automatic assumptions about other people 

without taking the initiative to actually examine the individual in question. 

However, stereotypes often exist for a reason. They exist because empirical 

evidence suggests that they should exist. It is only when stereotypes become 

severely inaccurate or too general do they fail to serve a useful purpose. 

Nevertheless, open-mindedness is necessary when evaluating a situation involving 

stereotypes. I feel that MIT and Wellesley stereotypes generally serve a useful 

purpose- it is only when they are used as conclusive evidence for absolute 

judgment of others do they not serve a useful purpose. 

The discussion floated towards intra-school dating, making me think about what 

my dating preferences would be. I shall draw upon some personal sentiments: I feel 

that I tend to be more attracted to girls that go to liberal arts schools. MIT girls tend 

to be quite well-endowed with science and mathematical intellect, which perhaps 

subconsciously makes me feel inadequate because it is definitely possible that they 

might be better at calculus or physics or biology than me which can be intimidating. 

From the pool of girls that I am close with, which happens to be exclusively 

almost all MIT and Wellesley girls, I feel that I have an easier time connecting with 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

62
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN
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Wellesley girls. I generally feel that Wellesley girls are more capable ofholding a 

decent conversation about philosophy, psychology, and sexuality, all three topics in 

which I have devoted countless hours studying and researching both in my studies 

and recreationally. Because I see my passions reciprocated in the minds of Wellesley 

girls, I perhaps am more receptive towards them upon first impression. 

However, there is that mystical component to this view that I hold about preferring 

Wellesley girls to MIT girls in a romantic context. Perhaps I have a certain attention 

bias, such that I feel I can connect better with Wellesley girls, hence pre-judging 

MIT girls as incapable of discussing humanities before I even give them much of a 

chance. Perhaps I give Wellesley girls too much credit for being humanities centered 

because I have already labeled all Wellesley girls as more "in touch with liberal arts." 

Moreover, perhaps there is this psychological barrier that I have self-imposed on 

myself. I feel that I would only date someone far removed from my social circles, 

preferably someone with zero mutual friends as me. I do not want to mix my social 

life with my romantic life. Dating outside of MIT facilitates that I feel that college 

relationships are generally fleeting and of convenience, so I do not want to face 

unintended consequences of social awkwardness should the relationship go awry. 

Indeed, it seems that it is common for MIT males to want to distance themselves 

from dating MIT females. Perhaps it is because of the inherent structure of MIT. 

MIT, although not devoid of arts and humanities, generally lacks a strong, dedicated 
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population that explores the creative avenues (painting, film, philosophy, sculpture, 

writing, poetry, etc.) oflife. Because MIT lacks in these areas, MIT males are more 

enthusiastic about exploring f~males that have invested interests aside from 

computer science or math or biology. As in, these girls are actually studying art or 

politics or film as opposed to just taking part in them recreationally. Perhaps this 

can explain why some MIT males are so attracted to girls outside of MIT. Moreover, 

there is always the argument, as mentioned in class, that girls outside of MIT 

generally have more spare time and thus more time to devote to a relationship. 

I 

In conclusion, I feel that I have a better grasp on what I find attractive in individuals. 

It is not a school, but a type of personality. I prefer girls that are more on the 

conservative side yet have a wild, controlled spontaneous side to them. Moreover, 

they would generally care about their appearance and be presentable most of the 

time. They would be highly informed about politics and current events and have 

some kind of inner passion that drives them - dance, piano, or a sport They would 

be well versed in philosophy and psychology. Lastly, they would have an open mind 

about touchy topics and would engage in philosophical debate with me. Instead of 

trying to find this in a Wellesley girl, I should broaden my vision and realize that 

the pool of women in the Boston area has more breadth at the depth that I require, 

perhaps even on our very own (MIT) campus. Perhaps I will take the initiative 

to get to know some MIT girls better instead of subconsciously labeling them 

as "uncreative-girls-that-study ali-day-and-are-average-looking-and-are-super
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stressed-out." which would be a naive assumption on my part 

/r 
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There are interesting relationships between students from schools across the 

Boston area and today in class we discussed the possible reasons for the discriminations 

and judgments, which are often made. In addition to discussing how these distinct 

identities play out we also discussed the ways in which we as students from different 

groups build these generalizations and fuel the fire to a certain degree. In both reading 

the articles and partaking in the discussion in class I came to the realization that although 

I see my self as a nonjudgmental person in reality I actually played to the stereotype of 

MIT men who do everything from instantly friend zoning all those at MIT, find hookups 

at Wellesley and look for longer relationships from Harvard. In short this weeks 

discussion paired with the fact that I just ended a long distance long-term relationship 

has helped me reflect on the ways in which I treat women striving towards an unbiased 

nature; that being said I plan to completely steer from that game plan and talk a little 

about where and how my biases have manifested and a bit of justification in my 

experience of MIT girls. 

MIT girls are great on paper, they are smart hard working, confident and have a 

great future expected value (the economist in the is coming out). However there is a 

reason why seven out of ten guys I know would rather date a girl who went just about 

anywhere else. 

1- MIT girls are smart, this intelligence may scare some guys away and prove to 

be a bitintimidating, but that is not the problem for me. The biggest problem to me with 

MIT girls is this, the most common discussion at MIT consists of complaining about the 

insurmountable multitudes ofwork in which you and your fellow student are inevitably 

drowning beneath the weight of. I avoid this conversation at all costs. I really dislike 

how often and the degree to which people are stressed out at this school and the last 

thing I want when spending time with a girlfriend or a girl I am dating is to be 

surrounded by an equally stressful life in which complaints of tomorrows two psets and 

midterm floats to the top of conversation and effects all other aspects of the relationship. 

2. MIT girls are very hardworking which is great, it will help them land the job in 

the lab or the spot in grad school but it will not get them a date with most guys while in 
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college. Simply said most guys want to spend time with their girlfriends and the more 

often girls at MIT work the less time they have to spend going on dates and forgetting 

about MIT. With two conflicting and really busy MIT schedules, trying to find time to 

spend together is few and far between. So selfishly; I would like the person who I spend 

the most time with to have a pretty open schedule. 

3. The confidence issue and the MIT syndrome of inflated ego. There are pretty 

girls at MIT, I don't think many would disagree with that after I showed some examples. 

Most people at MIT come from a high school where the!r intelligence ostracized them to 

a certain degree, they come to MIT and for the first time in ~eir life they are the hottest 

thing on campus. After a year of being told that you are a best in something, looks 

included the once humble freshman girl becomes a bit more entided. The last problem I 

have with girls at MIT is simple supply and demand, the supply of girls who don't adhere 

to the problems I mentioned above are few, the demand is astronomical and the good 

ones are claimed quickly. 

With the entire aforementioned aside, I am actually interested in a few girls at this 

school who I would like to date, yet finding those few is a difficult task and most here 

recognize the value of time. Why search for the needle in the haystack at MIT's 4,500 

person school when you could have a much bigger haystack but with a thousand many 

needles in the Boston area. 

-Thoughts from an honest MIT male, 
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Prostitution 

The first thing I found interesting was that legalization and decriminalization of 
prostitution would result in different consequences and approaches to prostitution. 
Legalization holds its own complexity - should it be legalized on the state or federal 
level? If it was legalized on the federal level, the US government would be tainted by 
anti-prostitution supporters for 'allowing' prostitution. However, if prostitution was 
legalized on the state level, each state may have completely different rules, where some 
are very strict while other are lenient. In my opinion, legalization does not alleviate the 
problems associated with prostitution as much as it sounds. Kidnapping ofyoung females 
(and males) could still happen and be forced to get a prostitution license. The best way to 
go about it is to decriminalize prostitution. Many individuals join because it is their last 
mode for earning money to survive. They should not be crirninalized if caught, but rather 
assisted in moving forward. 

This last point highlights a significant fault in our society. How is it that when 
somebody has no other options, they can revert to prostitution? Can't we do a better job, 
as a society, in making sure that everybody who wants to put in the effort and time to 
have a sustainable lifestyle be able to do so? This is a deep and complicated question. 
Some would argue that we are trying our best to do just this. Food stamps, Medicaid, 
government subsidies, state programs for the impoverished, unemployment salaries, etc. 
If these services are all out there, why do many still join prostitution? It may be because 
they choose to while knowing these other choices, in which case, it is their decision. Or is 
it because the aforementioned government and state services are too limited? Sorry for 
the rant Tobie! Just trying to write down my thoughts. Anyway, I do not know where I 
am going wtth this to be honest, but it was fun writing about it! 
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Prostitution 

When the subject of prostitution came into my mind I thought it was an industry that 

diluted the good nature ofAmerica's workforce. The subject of prostitution is another example of 

people dismissing and criticizing actions just because they find it distasteful. The people 

associated with this activity (on both sides) are frowned upon even though nobody actually 

knows why or how they came to that business. 

Upon thinking about the actual workings of this business -like a course 15 should- I 

began to see that the women who are selling themselves are in a situation that leaves me feeling 

sorry for them. They are constantly abused, and most are in that line because they have limited 

options with which to support themselves or support a family. In fact, the way we frown upon 

prostitution just makes their lives that much worse. We criminalize prostitution not because it's 

dangerous to people (and it has zero affect on the lives of those who opt out from it) but because 

it's considered disgusting by many. The business will continue no matter what our judicial stance 

is upon it, so we might as well make it safe for those involved. The point of the law is to protect 

people, while this law actually causes harm. We should look at Amsterdam, where prostitution is 

legal, and they actually have a system in place that ensures the safety of the women. In a country 

where we pride ourselves on providing a haven for all different types of people, we should look 

at this dangerous business and try to make it not dangerous. 
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Reflection Paper 5 

 The discussion on prostitution was very interesting this week.  It was interesting that 

most people wanted to decriminalize the act in some way.  The main break was whether or not 

the state should sanction prostitution.  Some people felt that it was immoral for the government 

to support prostitution, while others thought that decriminalization for prostitutes but punishing 

johns would not solve the problem.  I fell into the latter group. 

 Legalization is the best option to help protect prostitutes.  By making what they do a legal 

activity, it opens it up to government regulation and oversight.  This could cut down on violence 

and other dangers that are inherent in the job now.  The running of operations could be left to 

private companies, which means the government is not pimping out its own citizens.  The 

presence of aboveboard businesses might also help drive out less than reputable competitors, 

helping in the fight against human trafficking.  Of course, these all depend on the system 

working as intended.  

 Decriminalization would be a less drastic option, designed to protect the women who 

have to prostitute themselves.  However, by punishing the johns, decriminalization would only 

drive the sex trade further underground.  This would leave more room for human trafficking, 

disease, and sexual slavery.  If a prostitute could avoid those it would still decrease her 

livelihood by making customers scarce.   

 The main problem with prostitution is that it is a symptom of a larger problem.  Poverty 

and drug addiction are two of the driving forces behind prostitution.  By launching a larger 

assault against these societal issues, especially poverty, many other problems would become 

more manageable.  While some people may actually enjoy prostitution as a job, many fall into it 

as a last resort.  By offering more opportunities to these people and legalizing prostitution 

between consenting adults, hopefully lives will begin to turn around. 
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Prostitution – reflection paper 

 I don’t know when our society became so comfortable with devaluing other people 

based on their choice of career – I was pretty used to thinking of Americans as people who 

would just as soon judge you for the color of your skin as they would take a sip of water, but 

the subtleties of career choice bias is surprising. It first occurred to me when I was watching 

Law and Order: Special Victims Unit and one of the crime scene investigators found Wet Naps, 

hand sanitizer, and a toothbrush in a deceased prostitute’s handbag. He said, “I didn’t know 

whores used so many cleaning products,” and he wasn’t redressed by any of the main 

characters for his rudeness. It’s like the producers and writers were okay with that thought 

process: she sells her body for a living; she must be disgusting.  

Another example is from a Lifetime movie from the nineties that I recently watched. An 

elderly married couple had just found out that their daughter, who had joined a cult at age 

eighteen, was dead. Instead of describing the sadness of that fact, the characters were actually 

more upset that she had been (gasp) a prostitute for a living. I quote, “they just found out that 

their daughter was A PROSTITUTE! And she’s dead. Can you imagine the pain?” I found this to 

be incredibly offensive and indicative of a potentially unhealthy obsession with women’s sexual 

activities on the whole. 

Someone compared prostitution with dealing drugs when trying to convince me that it 

should be illegal “on principle.” When I told her that this didn’t hold because while drugs are 

illegal substances under the law, sex is not. Why is it hard for us to understand this? Sex isn’t 

illegal. If two people decide to have it with each other and exchange money afterward, who 

cares? The larger problems are with the violence and drug abuse that often accompanies this 

career choice. Also, when we make something illegal in America, we usually don’t stop until we 

as a society make every effort to dehumanize the people who engage in that activity. Sex 

workers don’t deserve our scorn, pity, or even mild disdain because of what they do. 

 For me, the truth of it is, we are ready to vilify women for their decision to make a living 

using their bodies even though there are plenty of people – and statistically, there may even be 

some in our class – who essentially do the same thing without getting paid. I know this is a 

stylized and constructed idea of prostitution and the sex industry, leaving out the violence and 
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drug abuse that often accompanies this career choice, but bear with me: in some sense, 

prostitution is promiscuity with a paycheck. If you have a problem with people have sex with 

veritable strangers, then some people will have to invariably take that up with the woman or 

man in the mirror. 
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Reflection 2 

 

The discussion from this week was really lively and at times, quite heated. We spoke 

about the Eastern Michigan University student who was expelled from her Master’s in 

Psychology program for referring gay clients to another psychologist in the program. 

There were a variety of opinions present in the room; the most notable rifts across the 

classroom were about the nature of Christianity and the responsibilities of a student when 

they enroll in a science-based curriculum. As a Christian and a social scientist, it was a 

challenging conversation to navigate because the two sides of my life were being painted 

as completely unrelated, whereas I disagree with that view.  

 

A sense of self and a grounding with God is what carries me throughout my life, and I 

cannot imagine advancing in my carer as passionately or quickly if I sequestered my 

faith-based opinions from my career-related opinions. The best advice I've ever gotten 

from a career professional, a senior officer at the Moody's Corporation, was that it's 

"important to bring your whole organic self to work, everyday." I think it's important to 

decide that your values transcend your belief system and necessarily need to leak into 

your daily life. Christianity is about feeding the hungry, helping the sick, and comforting 

the grieving - all things that demonstrate the selfless and perfect love of Jesus Christ. 

Personally, I think if I were in the EMU student's position, I would attempt to treat the 

patient, but I'm not in that position right now. I happen to think that it is excessive to fire 

or expel someone for making a decision that (unpopular or not, divisive or not, 

reprehensible or not) did not break any rules. The class dynamic, however, made it sound 

like this opinion is some kind of oxymoron. All in all, it was an interesting discussion, 

and I think I learned a lot about how other people think. 
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When I first read the article on the woman suing based on religious discrimination, I did 

not expect to agree with her in any way. In my view, Christians are rarely as persecuted as they 

seem to portray themselves in the media. However, by the end of the article, I began to see 

how the way that the school reacted could be seen as overly harsh. The article did not make it 

clear whether or not she was informed of the consequences that her actions could have. I think 

that expelling someone without warning may have been a bit of an overreaction in this case. 

Still, I disagree with her viewpoint on same-sex relationships and counseling. 

Our discussion in class strayed from the general question of was the school right or 

wrong in this instance, but to whether or not it is ever acceptable to discriminate on religious 

grounds. The woman in the article refused to place herself in a position where she would have 

to "affirm" someone's homosexuality. How did she plan to become a good counselor with this 

mind set? Oftentimes there are large breakthroughs in counseling where long buried secrets 

and information come to light. How would she have dealt with an unexpected coming out 

during a session? I agreed with a majority of the students in that she should be able to 

separate herself from her work and do what is best for her clients. Devout Christian doctors are 

not allowed to turn away gay patients in their hospitals, why should this woman be allowed to 

turn away gay patients at her school? A certain level of professionalism is to be expected from 

everyone. Some students brought up the fact that psychologists often refer patients to others 

with certain specialties or because of discussions about end-of-life options. However, gay 
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people are not a "specialty." Certainly a therapist may be able to concentrate on coming out 

issues or something, but as a general rule any counselor should be able to deal with those 

issues should they arise with their patients. That is just part of being a well-trained master of 

your field. 

The most flawed argument that was made involved comparing therapists to judges. 

Someone intimated that her referral of a gay patient was akin to a judge recusing himself from 

a case. This comparison does not even make sense. Judges are required to remain impartial, 

regardless of their personal feelings. It is the highest aspiration of the law and one that judges 

strive for every time they take the bench. If a judge could recuse himself from any case he 

found morally objectionable then there would be no murder trials. Judges cannot use their 

personal beliefs as reasons to pass on a case. They have to do their best regardless of what 

they believe. 

While I can agree that the punishment might seem harsh for this woman, it is also an 

indication of how wrong she was for the counseling profession. If she had expected all of her 

clients to fit into her box of things that are right and acceptable then a profession as 

unexpected and sensitive as counseling was not for her. All people should be able to perform 

their jobs without passing judgment on others. She would not have been able to do that and 

no argument can convince me otherwise. Religious beliefs cannot excuse you from common 

decency and they cannot be an excuse that you use to justify not doing your job. 
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April 11, 2012 

 

Gender and Sexuality 

 

Is pedophilia a sexual orientation? I don’t believe it is. A sexual orientation is a 

preference of a certain sex. Pedophilia is a preference for a certain age of a person, 

regardless of their gender. Pedophilia is more of a mental disorder than a sexual 

orientation. It is infringing upon the rights of others and can lead to rape/ statutory 

rape. 

The difference between heterosexuals/ homosexuals and pedophiles, are: Two 

people can have a functioning and consensual relationship, while with pedophiles, it 

will never be “functioning” or “consensual”. Also, the former is a relationship 

between two people of stable and mature mindset, who are fully capable of making 

their own decisions, while the latter is forming a relationship on the premise of 

deception.  

Sexuality in general, if not in cases of mental disorders like necrophilia, pedophilia, 

etc, is no one’s business to deal with (besides ourselves). There should be no laws 

regulating this decision, because it is a personal choice and something that should 

not be left up to the government to regulate. Though I am a religious person, I see 

nothing wrong with allowing people to do what makes them happy, and likewise, 

would not like to see the government interfere in such matters of sexuality. 
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Reflection: April 11th 

Sexuality 

Our discussion about sexuality seemed began with a discussion of gay rights and how we 
felt parents should go about tending to the needs of their children who are transgendered. 1 think 
people got hung up on thinking that being transgendered always culminated in changing your sex 
organs. As a result, most people said that they think the ages of the children in the article were 

too young to make permanent changes to their body even though being transgendered primarily 
deals with identity and wanting to be seen the way you feel even if your biology doesn't 

necessarily agree. Some people felt that it wasn't okay to allow a child as young as three to 

determine what they felt their own identity was because they didn't believe that a toddler could 
understand exactly what it meant. 

I brought up the case of the twins where one brother was raised as a girl due to a botched 
circumcision because even though he didn't have the organs anymore and was receiving 
hormone treatment to make him more like other girls his age, he said he still felt different and 

that he was in the wrong body which shows that to some degree nature can overcome nurture 
when it comes to gender identity. l wasn't surprised when people said that they wouldn't allow 
their child to live as the opposite gender even if they felt that way from a young age because I 

suspected that people who have strong ties to religion may not feel that it was something natural 

and therefore unacceptable. We also discussed how we would feel about having a partner who 
was transgendered or transsexual. Most people claimed that they would accept it as long as they 
were aware of this person's past. This seemed to only be an issue when people brought up the 

idea of starting a family because men and women who have undergone sex changes cannot 
reproduce with their new sex organs. 

We also talked about pedophilia being considered a sexual orientation because a group of 
scientists tested for and seem to have found a biological relation, using brain scans, to what 
people are attracted to. While having it deemed an orientation will not lead to it being more 
accepted or legal, it at least lets others know that it isn't necessarily the choice of the individual. 
Even though we know that what we deem acceptable is cultural, because in other cultures 

marrying minors may be commonplace, most of us don't agree that this should be acceptable 
even though there is now a biological reason behind it. Someone decided to play devil ' s advocate 
and asked how is this different from homosexuality being acceptable now but not in the past. 
There is a major difference in sexual orientation involving consenting adults and pedophilia 
because it is often predatory and people take advantage of children who cannot defend 
themselves. 
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Sexuality 

 

This week in conversations, we talked about sexuality. While I'm really thankful 

that homosexuality/bisexuality is becoming more accepted as something genetic, it's still 

sad that many people treat it as an evil curse that should be fixed. Like another student  said 

during class, it's completely dehumanizing when communities treat being gay as 

something wrong, that you're broken and need to be fixed. I have many homosexual 

friends who grew up in religious communities and have pondered suicide and other 

terrible things. Discriminating against someone's sexuality is like being racist today. In 

20 years, I bet people will look back upon those conservatives who shunned sexuality the 

same way that we would look upon anyone who's racist today- absolutely ridiculous. 

We're in a society where I thought that people would treat everyone equally no matter 

what sexuality or race you are. But obviously there's still some discrimination that exists, 

whether obvious or unconsciously. For me, I couldn't care less whether someone is gay 

or straight. It doesn't affect how I would treat them, and I hope that it's the same for 

others. However, having gay rights being such an issue in the government and in other 

parts of society says that we're incredibly behind. These types of things are what makes 

society fall backwards. 

For example, in Utah, gays cannot even come out without being discriminated 

against and looked down upon a lot. And thus, Utah is one of the most backwards states 

in the world. It's also the most conservative, which is ridiculous because it's completely 

religion-based and not based on any type of reasoning or logic. The fact that over 90% of 

homosexual students at BYU considered committing suicide raises red flags that this is 

something that needs to be fixed, but NOT on their side- it's the beliefs of the religious 

community that need to be changed in order to give these students their lives back. It's 

devastating that the school believes that "it gets better" as if homosexuality is a terrible 

crime. The church has counselors for such "conditions" who try and help them change 

their sexuality. My friend went to a counselor who gave him many forms of therapy that 

are inhumane - all for the sake of the religion, which defines marriage as between a man 

and a woman, and that defines the most important goal in life as reproduction - starting a 

big family and living a picture-perfect life. The good thing is that some people are 

generally becoming more accepting, as the media has portrayed any sexuality as being 

alright. 

Overall, I don't understand why gay rights even exist, as gays should be treated 

equally in the first place. It's just as absurd as, say, having Asian rights or white rights. It 

just makes no sense why such a line has to be drawn in the first place. If I ever have kids, 

I'd hope that they grow up in a society where they will not be judged for who they love, 

regardless of race, gender, and class. 
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Reflection on Discussion from 4/25/12 

Our discussion focused on the upcoming presidential elections, and what 

issues should mattered the most in people’s choices. While foreign policy and the 

economy were people’s answers during a poll, education was by far the most 

popular answer. Most students argued that the current framework for the 

distribution of money to high schools needs to be drastically revamped, as it takes 

away from equal opportunity for people. I found this conversation very useful, as I 

learned a lot about the current funding method for the US educational system. 

Currently, funding for schools is largely generated at the county and state 

levels. Richer neighborhoods have relatively higher county taxes, which provide 

ample support for their schools. In addition, richer schools have more motivated 

staff and better facilities to help their students score higher on the state tests and 

secure more state funding. Poorer schools, on the other hand, are caught in a 

paradoxical, vicious cycle, with poor facilities causing poor student performance, 

leading to less state funding (for the schools who need it the most), resulting in even 

poorer facilities. I find it hypocritical that while students argued that poorer 

neighborhoods, including theirs, be given more opportunities, they demonstrated 

little empathy for peoples with far less opportunities, simply because those peoples 

are from a different country.  

Foreign policy was also a big sticking point in this conversation, with some 

students seemingly oblivious to their nation’s perceived inconsistency in dealing 

with ‘tyrants’, and consistent meddling in the affairs of other nations. This, in 
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addition to some comments made on the economy made me question how great a 

role the ‘issues’ played in people’s choices during elections.  

The answer arrived soon. One interesting opinion was that Romney could not 

be trusted because he of his religion- he is a Mormon. Efforts by other students to 

explain that this notion was based on sentiment and stereotype, rather than logic, 

fell on deaf ears. This was empirical evidence that personal opinions rather than the 

considerations issues and proposed policies quite easily swayed votes including 

those of educated people. I am inclined to say that while a lot of time is spent on 

which issues matter, a more fundamental task is to teach the electorate that issues 

should matter in the first place, as shown by our discussion.   
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US Elections Reflection 
 

The 2012 presidential elections have been the topic of news for a while now. Being 
in the “MIT bubble,” however, prevents many of us from taking an active role in or 
even being properly informed of the issues in this election. For this reason, I was 
interested in discussing the elections but for the same reasons, I wasn’t sure if the 
discussion was going to be a particularly lively one. However, I was happy to find 
that we were able to have a heated discussion about the subject.  
 
We were first asked whom of the candidates we would be voting for. The results of 
this poling did not surprise me in the least. After having been at MIT for almost two 
semesters, I have noticed that MIT is a relatively liberal campus so I had expected a 
majority of the class to choose the reelection of Obama.  
 
As the discussion progressed, the facilitators asked what issue was most important 
to us in this election and why. This made the topic a lot easier to discuss because we 
were able to personalize it a bit. The results of this poling were relatively surprising. 
I had expected a good majority of the class to express that the economy or creation 
of jobs was the most important issue to them and I was partially correct. Though 
many people did say that the economy/jobs was the most important issue to them, a 
number of people also expressed that education was the issue they felt was most 
important. I had not expected this. Given the nature of the students that choose to 
attend a school like MIT, however, it makes sense that many students find it a 
pressing issue. Those who choose to attend MIT clearly place high value in 
education and thus it makes sense that MIT students would be concerned about the 
state of our nation’s education system.  
 
Though I agree that education is one of the most important issues the presidential 
candidates (and the nation as a whole) face, foreign policy was the most important 
issue for me in the upcoming election. In my eleven years in the US, I have noticed 
that as much as this nation talks about the importance of freedom and the evils of 
terrorism, it engages in an immense amount of oppression and terrorism. Having 
been born in a nation where the government actively oppresses its people, I have a 
vested interest in this matter. I have noticed that the US provides billions of dollars 
in “aid” and support to oppressive governments that actively engage in terrorism. 
Engaging in these types of actions has made the US a less-than-likable nation in the 
eyes of many foreigners and unless this nation stops engaging in these indirect 
forms of oppression and terrorism, terrorism against the US will continue to grow.  
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Conversations You Can’t Have on Campus 

U.S. Election 

 The election was particularly difficult to discuss in a group context. I think that was 

because was because we have so many different perspectives to apply to the candidates and 

unlike the other discussions it is not a simple debate over the issues but over the 

individual/party holistically. Especially in a group of disconnected MIT students where so many 

students are unaware of the latest issues I think it is particularly difficulty. So it is not a surprise 

we waded into dangerous waters with our discussion, something that is frequently done during 

political campaigns. I thought it was unfortunate the bold implications that were made about 

Romney and his untrustworthiness due to him being a Mormon.  

Like many in the class hearing this put me on edge, because in the words are implicit 

discriminatory tones which I agree with some others that shouldn’t be tolerated. I think it 

becomes obvious the dubiousness of such an assertion when you try replacing Mormon with 

black or women. Someone’s religion, though not 100% exclusive from their political life should 

play the central role. I think it’s awfully one dimensional to take one characteristic of an 

individual and construct an entire narrative for them including motives, beliefs, and actions. 

Even in the category of murderer, we exist in context and as whole individuals; a murderer may 

be a soldier or someone who preemptively kills another in defense.  

So, while I agree we should vet Romney more thoroughly on issues that we may feel 

could be unfavorably influenced by his religion we should not just assume, because as they say 
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it makes an ass out of you and me. Regardless, Romney has enough issues himself to make him 

untrustworthy.  
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