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“Introduction to Criminal Behavior”.

In Section 1 of this course you will cover these topics:
Introduction To Criminal Behavior
Developmental Risk Factors
Origins Of Criminal Behavior: Biological Factors
Origins Of Criminal Behavior: Learning And Situational Factors
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Topic : Introduction To Criminal Behavior

S
.B

Topic Objective:

After studying this topic the student should be able to:

W



Define the Schools of thought



Discuss Theories of crime



Explain the Symbolic interactionism



Define the Types and definitions of crime

W

W

Definition/Overview:
Although crimeand criminal behavioroften fascinate people, the text presents criminal behavior
as a vastly complex, poorly understood phenomenon. There is no all-encompassing
psychological explanation for crime, any more than there is a sociological, psychiatric,
economic, or historic one. In fact, it is unlikely that sociology, psychology, or any other
discipline can formulate basic truths about crime without help from other disciplines and areas of
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research. Thus, the authors encourage an interdisciplinary approach to the study of crime. An
integration of the data, theory, and general viewpoints of each discipline is crucial.

Nevertheless, the primary aim of this text is to review and integrate recent scholarship and
research in the psychology of crime, a field that has seen burgeoning scholarly interest over the
past two decades. Most recently, the field has taken a more developmental approach, both in its
approach to juvenile delinquency and it concentration on criminal behavior throughout the life
course. Research on developmental pathways is cited throughout the text, particularly in the
earlier topics.
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The first topic also introduces students to the main measures of crime, including the police data

V
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found in the UCR and NIBRS, self-report surveys, and victimization data, particularly that
obtained in the NCVS. We have included some preliminary discussion of specific crimes,

S
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including hate crimes, and material on juvenile delinquency. Though there is a wealth of
statistical information in the topic, much of it will be repeated later in the book, so the instructor

W

may prefer to focus on concepts rather than statistics.

W

W

On the basis of the material in this topic, the instructor should be able to offer students some
insight into the many career options open to them. There will always be a need for mental health
professionals to develop and test theories; collect and analyze data; assess criminal defendants;
formulate social policies; develop effective crime prevention programs; provide treatment for
juvenile and adult offenders; evaluate treatment programs; and offer support services to crime
victims, to name but a few psychologically-oriented career opportunities in the criminal justice
field.
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Strain Theory : In criminology and the sociology of deviance, the strain theories are related to
the concept of Anomie. Strain appears when society emphasizes too much on the success goal
and too little on the legitimate means for achieving the goal, and adapting to society.

Social control: Social control refers to social mechanisms that regulate individual and group
behavior, leading to conformity and compliances to the rules of a given society or social group.
Many mechanisms of social control are cross-cultural, if only in the control mechanisms used to
prevent the establishment of chaos or anomie.
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Social learning theory: Social learning theory is a theory to explain how people learn behavior.
People learn through observing others' behavior. If people observe positive, desired outcomes in
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the observed behavior, they are more likely to model, imitate, and adopt the behavior themselves.
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Social disorganization (neighborhoods) : Social disorganization theory is based on the work of
Henry McKay and Clifford R. Shaw of the Chicago School. Social disorganization theory

W

postulates that neighborhoods plagued with poverty and economic deprivation tend to experience

W

high rates of population turnover. These neighborhoods also tend to have high population

W

heterogeneity. With high turnover, informal social structure often fails to develop, which in turn
makes it difficult to maintain social order in a community.

Social ecology: Since the 1970s, social ecology studies have built on the social disorganization
theories. Many studies have found that crime rates are associated with poverty, disorder, high
numbers of abandoned buildings, and other signs of community deterioration. As working and
middle class people leave deteriorating neighborhoods, the most disadvantaged portions of the
population may remain. William Julius Wilson suggested a poverty "concentration effect", which
may cause neighborhoods to be isolated from the mainstream of society and become prone to
violence.
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Key Points:
1. Schools of thought
In the mid-18th century, criminology arose as social philosophers gave thought to crime and
concepts of law. Over time, several schools of thought have developed.
1.1. Classical school
The Classical School, which developed in the mid 18th century, was based on utilitarian
philosophy. Cesare Beccaria, author of On Crimes and Punishments (1763-64), Jeremy
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Bentham, inventor of the panopticon, and other classical school philosophers argued that
(1) people have free will to choose how to act. (2) Deterrence is based upon the notion of
the human being as a 'hedonist' who seeks pleasure and avoids pain, and a 'rational

V
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calculator' weighing up the costs and benefits of the consequences of each action. Thus,
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it ignores the possibility of irrationality and unconscious drives as motivational factors
(3) Punishment (of sufficient severity) can deter people from crime, as the costs
(penalties) outweigh benefits, and that severity of punishment should be proportionate to

W

the crime. (4) The more swift and certain the punishment, the more effective it is in

W

deterring criminal behavior. The Classical school of thought came about at a time when
major reform in penology occurred, with prisons developed as a form of punishment.

W

Also, this time period saw many legal reforms, the French Revolution, and the
development of the legal system in the United States.
1.2. Positivist school
The Positivist School presumes that criminal behavior is caused by internal and external
factors outside of the individual's control. The scientific method was introduced and
applied to study human behavior. Positivism can be broken up into three segments which
include biological, psychological and social positivism.
Cesare Lombroso, an Italian prison doctor working in the late 19th century and
sometimes regarded as the "father" of criminology, was one of the largest contributors to
biological positivism and founder of the Italian school of criminology. Lombroso took a
scientific approach, insisting on empirical evidence, for studying crime. Considered as
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the founder of criminal anthropology, he suggested that physiological traits such as the
measurements of one's cheek bones or hairline, or a cleft palate, considered to be
throwbacks to Neanderthal man, were indicative of "atavistic" criminal tendencies. This
approach, influenced by the earlier theory of phrenology and by Charles Darwin and his
theory of evolution, has been superseded. Enrico Ferri, a student of Lombroso, believed
that social as well as biological factors played a role, and held the view that criminals
should not be held responsible when factors causing their criminality were beyond their
control. Criminologists have since rejected Lombroso's biological theories, with control
groups not used in his studies.
Lombroso's Italian school was rivaled, in France, by Alexandre Lacassagne and his
school of thought, based in Lyon and influent from 1885 to 1914. The Lacassagne
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School rejected Lombroso's theory of "criminal type" and of "born criminals", and
strained the importance of social factors. However, contrary to criminological tendencies

V
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influenced by Durkheim's social determinism, it did not reject biological factors. Indeed,
Lacassagne created an original synthesis of both tendencies, influenced by positivism,

S
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phrenology and hygienism, which alleged a direct influence of the social environment on
the brain and compared the social itself to a brain, upholding an organicist position.

W

Furthermore, Lacassagne criticized the lack of efficiency of prison, insisted on social
responsibilities toward crime and on political voluntarism as a solution to crime, and

W

thus advocated harsh penalties for those criminals thought to be unredeemable

W

("recidivists") for example by supporting the 1895 law on penal colonies or opposing the
abolition of the death penalty in 1906.

Hans Eysenck (1964, 1977), a British psychologist, claimed that psychological factors
such as extraversion and neuroticism made a person more likely to commit criminal acts.
He also includes a psychoticism dimension that includes traits similar to the
psychopathic profile, developed by Hervey M. Cleckley and later Robert Hare. He also
based his model on early parental socialization of the child; his approach bridges the gap
between biological explanations and environmental or social learning based approaches
Sociological positivism postulates that societal factors such as poverty, membership of
subcultures, or low levels of education can predispose people to crime. Adolphe Quetelet
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made use of data and statistical analysis to gain insight into relationship between crime
and sociological factors. He found that age, gender, poverty, education, and alcohol
consumption were important factors related to crime. Rawson W. Rawson utilized crime
statistics to suggest a link between population density and crime rates, with crowded
cities creating an environment conducive for crime. Joseph Fletcher and John Glyde also
presented papers to the Statistical Society of London on their studies of crime and its
distribution. Henry Mayhew used empirical methods and an ethnographic approach to
address social questions and poverty, and presented his studies in London Labour and
the London Poor. Emile Durkheim viewed crime as an inevitable aspect of society, with
uneven distribution of wealth and other differences among people.
1.3. Chicago School
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The Chicago School arose in the early twentieth century, through the work of Robert
Ezra Park, Ernest Burgess, and other urban sociologists at University of Chicago. In the

V
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1920s, Park and Burgess identified five concentric zones that often exist as cities grow,
including the "zone in transition" which was identified as most volatile and subject to

S
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disorder. In the 1940s, Henry McKay and Clifford R. Shaw focused on juvenile
delinquents, finding that they were concentrated in the zone of transition.

W

Chicago School sociologists adopted a social ecology approach to studying cities, and
postulated that urban neighborhoods with high levels of poverty often experience

W

breakdown in the social structure and institutions such as family and schools. This

W

results in social disorganization, which reduces the ability of these institutions to control
behavior and creates an environment ripe for deviant behavior.
Other researchers suggested an added social-psychological link. Edwin Sutherland
suggested that people learn criminal behavior from older, more experienced criminals
that they may associate with.

2. Theories of crime
Theoretical perspectives used in criminology include psychoanalysis, functionalism,
interactionism, Marxism, econometrics, systems theory, postmodernism, etc.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

6

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

2.1. Social structure theories
o

Social disorganization (neighborhoods)
Social disorganization theory is based on the work of Henry McKay and Clifford
R. Shaw of the Chicago School. Social disorganization theory postulates that
neighborhoods plagued with poverty and economic deprivation tend to experience
high rates of population turnover. These neighborhoods also tend to have high
population heterogeneity. With high turnover, informal social structure often fails
to develop, which in turn makes it difficult to maintain social order in a
community.

o

Social ecology
Since the 1950s, social ecology studies have built on the social disorganization
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theories. Many studies have found that crime rates are associated with poverty,
disorder, high numbers of abandoned buildings, and other signs of community

V
S

deterioration. As working and middle class people leave deteriorating

neighborhoods, the most disadvantaged portions of the population may remain.
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William Julius Wilson suggested a poverty "concentration effect", which may
cause neighborhoods to be isolated from the mainstream of society and become

W

prone to violence.
o

Strain theory (social class)

W

Strain theory, (also known as Mertonian Anomie), advanced by American

W

sociologist Robert Merton, suggests that mainstream culture, especially in the
United States, is saturated with dreams of opportunity, freedom and prosperity; as
Merton put it, the American Dream. Most people buy into this dream and it
becomes a powerful cultural and psychological motivation. Merton also used the
term anomie, but it meant something slightly different for him than it did for
Durkheim. Merton saw the term as meaning a dichotomy between what society
expected of its citizens, and what those citizens could actually achieve. Therefore,
if the social structure of opportunities is unequal and prevents the majority from
realizing the dream, some of them will turn to illegitimate means (crime) in order
to realize it. Others will retreat or drop out into deviant subcultures (gang
members, "hobos": urban homeless drunks and drug abusers).
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Subcultural theory
Following on from the Chicago School and Strain Theory, and also drawing on
Edwin H. Sutherland's idea of differential association, subcultural theorists
focused on small cultural groups fragmenting away from the mainstream to form
their own values and meanings about life.
Albert K. Cohen tied anomie theory with Freud's reaction formation idea,
suggesting that delinquency among lower class youths is a reaction against the
social norms of the middle class. Some youth, especially from poorer areas where
opportunities are scarce, might adopt social norms specific to those places which
may include "toughness" and disrespect for authority. Criminal acts may result
when youths conform to norms of the deviant subculture.
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Richard Cloward and Lloyd Ohlin suggested that delinquency can result from
differential opportunity for lower class youth. Such youths may be tempted to

V
S

take up criminal activities, choosing an illegitimate path that provides them more
lucrative economic benefits than conventional, over legal options such as

S
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minimum wage-paying jobs available to them.

British subcultural theorists focused more heavily on the issue of class, where

W

some criminal activities were seen as 'imaginary solutions' to the problem of
belonging to a subordinate class. A further study by the Chicago school looked at

W

gangs and the influence of the interaction of gang leaders under the observation of

W

adults.

2.2. Individual theories
o

Trait theories
At the other side of the spectrum, criminologist Lonnie Athens developed a theory
about how a process of brutalization by parents or peers that usually occurs in
childhood results in violent crimes in adulthood. Richard Rhodes' Why They Kill
describes Athens' observations about domestic and societal violence in the
criminals' backgrounds. Both Athens and Rhodes reject the genetic inheritance
theories.

o

Control theories
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Another approach is made by the social bond or social control theory. Instead of
looking for factors that make people become criminal, those theories try to
explain why people do not become criminal. Travis Hirschi identified four main
characteristics: "attachment to others", "belief in moral validity of rules",
"commitment to achievement" and "involvement in conventional activities". The
more a person features those characteristics, the less are the chances that he or she
becomes deviant (or criminal). On the other hand, if those factors are not present
in a person, it is more likely that he or she might become criminal. Hirschi
expanded on this theory, with the idea that a person with low self control is more
likely to become criminal. A simple example: someone wants to have a big yacht,
but does not have the means to buy one. If the person cannot exert self-control, he
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or she might try to get the yacht (or the means for it) in an illegal way; whereas
someone with high self-control will (more likely) either wait or deny themselves

V
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that need. Social bonds, through peers, parents, and others, can have a countering
effect on one's low self-control. For families of low socio-economic status, a

S
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factor that distinguishes families with delinquent children from those who are not
delinquent is the control exerted by parents or chaperonage.

W

2.3. Symbolic interactionism

Symbolic interactionism draws on the phenomenology of Edmund Husserl and George

W

Herbert Mead, as well as subcultural theory and conflict theory. This school of thought

W

focused on the relationship between the powerful state, media and conservative ruling
elite on the one hand, and the less powerful groups on the other. The powerful groups
had the ability to become the 'significant other' in the less powerful groups' processes of
generating meaning. The former could to some extent impose their meanings on the
latter, and therefore they were able to 'label' minor delinquent youngsters as criminal.
These youngsters would often take on board the label, indulge in crime more readily and
become actors in the 'self-fulfilling prophecy' of the powerful groups. Later
developments in this set of theories were by Howard Becker and Edwin Lemert, in the
mid 20th century. Stanley Cohen who developed the concept of "moral panic"
(describing societal reaction to spectacular, alarming social phenomena such as post-
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World War Two youth cultures (e.g. the Mods and Rockers in the UK in 1964), AIDS
and football hooliganism).
o

Rational choice theory
Rational choice theory is based on the utilitarian, classical school philosophies of
Cesare Beccaria, which were popularized by Jeremy Bentham. They argued that
punishment, if certain, swift, and proportionate to the crime, was a deterrent for
crime, with risks outweighing possible benefits to the offender. In Dei delitti e
delle pene, Beccaria advocated a rational penology. Beccaria conceived of
punishment as the necessary application of the law for a crime: thus, the judge
was simply to conform his sentence to the law. Beccaria also distinguished
between crime and sin, and advocated against the death penalty, as well as torture
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and inhumane treatments, as he did not consider them as rational deterrents.
This philosophy was replaced by the Positivist and Chicago Schools, and not

V
S

revived until the 1970s with the writings of James Q. Wilson, Gary Becker's 1965
article titled "Crime and Punishment" and George Stigler's 1970 article "The

S
.B

Optimum Enforcement of Laws." Rational choice theory argues that criminals,
like other people, weigh costs/risks and benefits when deciding whether or not to

W

commit crime and think in economic terms. They will also try to minimize risks
of crime by considering the time, place, and other situational factors.

W

W

Gary Becker, for example, acknowledged that many people operate under a high
moral and ethical constraint, but considered that criminals rationally see that the
benefits of their crime outweigh the cost such as the probability of apprehension,
conviction, punishment, as well as their current set of opportunities. From the
public policy perspective, since the cost of increasing the fine is marginal to that
of the cost of increasing surveillance, one can conclude that the best policy is to
maximize the fine and minimize surveillance.

With this perspective, crime prevention or reduction measures can be devised that
increase effort required to commit the crime, such as target hardening. Rational
choice theories also suggest that increasing risk of offending and likelihood of
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being caught, through added surveillance, police or security guard presence,
added street lighting, and other measures, are effective in reducing crime.
One of the main differences between this theory and Jeremy Bentham's rational
choice theory, which had been abandoned in criminology, is that if Bentham
considered it possible to completely annihilate crime (through the panopticon),
Becker's theory acknowledged that a society could not eradicate crime beneath a
certain level. For example, if 25% of a supermarket's products were stolen, it
would be very easy to reduce this rate to 15%, quite easy to reduce it until 5%,
difficult to reduce it under 3% and nearly impossible to reduce it to zero (a feat
which would cost the supermarket so much in surveillance, etc., that it would
outweight the benefits). This would suggest, however, that the basic tenets of
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utilitarianism and classical liberalism have not been abandoned but simply
tempered and reduced to more modest proposals, which, in turn, suggests the

V
S

existence of an ideology that is trying to hang on despite its obvious failures in the
real world.
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Such rational choice theories, linked to neoliberalism, have been at the basics of
crime prevention through environmental design.
o

W

Routine activity theory

Routine activity theory, developed by Marcus Felson and Lawrence Cohen, draws

W

upon control theories and explains crime in terms of crime opportunities that

W

occur in everyday life. A crime opportunity requires that elements converge in
time and place including (1) a motivated offender (2) suitable target or victim (3)
lack of a capable guardian. A guardian at a place, such as a street, could include
security guards or even ordinary pedestrians who would witness the criminal act
and possibly intervene or report it to police. Routine activity theory was expanded
by John Eck, who added a fourth element of "place manager" such as rental
property managers who can take nuisance abatement measures.
o

Contemporary Cultural and Critical Criminology
Today's cultural and critical criminologists try to move beyond simplistic
ontological conceptions of human beings as hedonistic and opportunistic 'rational
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choosers' whose behaviour can be manipulated by adjustments of costs, benefits,
opportunities and technologies of control.
Early romantic accounts of crime/delinquency as a form of seduction or protopolitical resistance to the powerlessness and dull monotony of working life are
now being challenged by late-modern hybrid theories. These theories examine the
ways in which criminals are incorporated into consumerism's value-system and
fantasies, as argued by Robert Reiner in his book Law and Order, yet initially
excluded in their economic and social lives. Combining elements of strain theory
with cultural theory and symbolic interactionism, Jock Young, in The Exclusive
Society, uses the metaphor of bulimia to depict the tense opposition between
inclusion and exclusion. Simon Hallsworth and Keith Hayward adopt a similar
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approach in their respective works Street Crime and City Limits, and in further
work Hayward reintroduces the Freudian term 'narcissism' to explain the insecure

V
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yet aggressive, acquisitive sentiments and motivations behind criminality. In
Criminal Identities and Consumer Culture, Steve Hall, Simon Winlow and Craig
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Ancrum draw upon Continental philosophy and Lacanian psychoanalysis to take
late-modern hybrid theories to a new level of sophistication as they explain how

W

the dynamic tension between inclusion and exclusion prolongs the narcissistic
subject throughout the life-course in an aggressive struggle for identities of social

W

distinction expressed by the acquisition and display of consumer culture's status-

W

symbols.

3. Types and definitions of crime
Both the Positivist and Classical Schools take a consensus view of crime that a crime is an act
that violates the basic values and beliefs of society. Those values and beliefs are manifested as
laws that society agrees upon. However, there are two types of laws:


Natural laws are rooted in core values shared by many cultures. Natural laws protect against
harm to persons (e.g. murder, rape, assault) or property (theft, larceny, robbery), and form the
basis of common law systems.



Statutes are enacted by legislatures and reflect current cultural mores, albeit that some laws may
be controversial, e.g. laws that prohibit marijuana use and gambling. Marxist Criminology,

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

12

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

Conflict Criminology and Critical Criminology claim that most relationships between State and
citizen are non-consensual and, as such, criminal law is not necessarily representative of public
beliefs and wishes: it is exercised in the interests of the ruling or dominant class. The more right
wing criminologies tend to posit that there is a consensual social contract between State and
citizen.
Therefore, definitions of crimes will vary from place to place, in accordance to the cultural
norms and mores, but may be broadly classified as blue-collar crime, corporate crime, organized
crime, political crime, public order crime, state crime, state-corporate crime, and white-collar
crime.
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Topic : Developmental Risk Factors
Topic Objective:

V
S

After studying this topic the student should be able:

S
.B



Discuss Different early risk factors in criminality



Define the Description of Risk Factors



Explain Individual-Level Factors



Define Social Factors



List the Community Factors



Define Criminal Behaviour

W

W

W

Definition/Overview:
Participation in illegal behaviorparticularly mild offendingis a rite of passage for many
adolescents. Although parents and caretakers should not ignore it, it is the more serious,
persistent offending that is of most concern to criminal psychologists and that is highlighted in
this topic.
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Scientists can now point with confidence to a large list of risk factors associated with serious
juvenile delinquency and subsequent adult criminal behavior. In keeping with the developmental
theme of the book, the topic examines risk factors that individuals may encounter on their path
toward delinquency and adult crime. The backgrounds of persistent delinquents are littered with
numerous impediments to normal cognitive and social development. Among the social risk
factors discussed in the topic are poverty, peer rejection, and family dysfunction, parental styles
and practices, and a range of pre-school and school-related experiences. Psychological risk
factors, those unique to the individual, include but are not limited to cognitive and language
deficiencies and impairments, ADHD, and conduct disorder. Instructors should emphasize to
students that risk factors rarely exist in isolation and that there is often interaction between social
and psychological factors. As just one example, parents or caretakers of children with conduct
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disorder may adopt parenting styles that encourage the negative behaviors that accompany CD.
Instructors also should discuss the equally important protective factors that help insulate

V
S

vulnerable children from deviant behavior. Examples are warm and nurturing parents or
caretakers and community programs that offer resources and alternatives to delinquent activities.

S
.B

W

Contemporary researchers have identified various developmental tracks associated with juvenile
delinquency. Whereas early research in this area (e.g., Moffitts work) focused on the two

W

pathways exemplified by life-course-persistent and adolescent-limited offenders, more recent

W

research acknowledges that more than these two tracks are probably needed to account for
developmental patterns across all youth and adult offenders. Nevertheless, the two-path model is
still useful, because it seems to characterize a good proportion of delinquents. The LCP juvenile,
who enters adolescence fully engaged in delinquent or antisocial behavior, is usually highly
resistant to change. The adolescence-limited offender, on the other hand, is far more likely to be
responsive to intervention and treatment strategies during the teen years. It should be noted,
though, that not all AL juveniles need intervention and treatment; for some, delinquency simply
represents a rite of passage toward adulthood. Adolescence-limited offenders often show
spontaneous recovery from their delinquency patterns as they embark on a more responsible,
adult life course.
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The main objectives of the topic are to place the delinquency picture in perspective, because
myths abound regarding supposed increases in juvenile crime, particularly violent crime.
Additionally, students should realize that even serious, persistent offenders are not necessarily
emotionally disturbed or in need of psychotherapy, although some clearly are. Nevertheless,
psychological concepts (e.g., cognitions) and constructs (e.g., conduct disorders) are crucial to
the understanding of delinquency. It is hoped that students also will appreciate the value of a
multi-systemic approach that addresses the juveniles many environments (e.g., school, family,
neighborhood).

Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD): is a neurobehavioral developmental
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disorder affecting about 3-5% of the world's population under the age of 19. It typically presents
itself during childhood, and is characterized by a persistent pattern of inattention and/or

V
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hyperactivity, as well as forgetfulness, poor impulse control or impulsivity, and distractibility.
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Psychometrics: is the field of study concerned with the theory and technique of educational and

W

psychological measurement, which includes the measurement of knowledge, abilities, attitudes,
and personality traits. The field is primarily concerned with the study of measurement

W

instruments such as questionnaires and tests. It involves two major research tasks, namely: (i) the

W

construction of instruments and procedures for measurement; and (ii) the development and
refinement of theoretical approaches to measurement.

Key Points:
1. Different early risk factors in criminality
A number of early bio-psycho-social risk factors have been observed to predispose to criminal
behaviour. McCord has found six variables describing family atmosphere during childhood
mother"s self-confidence, father"s deviance, parental aggressiveness, maternal affection, parental
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conflict, and supervision to have an important impact on criminality in men. In the study by
Kolvin et al., different types of deprivation of childhood family poor physical/domestic care,
poor quality mothering, social dependency, overcrowding, marital disruption and parental illness
were all associated with an increased risk for later criminality. Childhood deprivation gives rise
to a higher rate of offending. Compared to schizophrenia, criminal behaviour is a much more
extensive phenomenon. Many early exposures have been connected to criminality.

2. Description of Risk Factors
Various researchers categorize risk factors in different ways. Risk factors fall under three broad
categories: individual, social, and community. Each of these categories includes several
subcategories (e.g., family- and peer-related risk factors are grouped under the social category).
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Because an exhaustive review of all known risk factors linked to delinquency is beyond the
scope of this article, the following summarizes the major risk factors associated with juvenile

V
S

delinquency and violence.
2.1. Individual-Level Factors

S
.B

o Prenatal and perinatal factors. Several studies have linked prenatal and perinatal
complications with later delinquent or criminal behavior Prenatal and perinatal

W

complications can lead to a range of health problems that negatively influence. In
a prospective study of youth at high risk for delinquency, Kandel and Mednick

W

(1991) found that 80 percent of violent offenders rated high in delivery

W

complications compared with 47 percent of nonoffenders.
However, some of the evidence regarding the association between pregnancy and
delivery complications and delinquency has been conflicting. For example,
neither Denno's (1990) study of Philadelphia youth nor Farrington's (1997)
Cambridge study found a connection between pregnancy and delivery
complications and violence. Mednick and Kandel (1988) linked pregnancy and
delivery complications to violent behavior, but not to nonviolent criminal
behavior. In addition, some studies have shown that children whose mothers
smoked cigarettes frequently during pregnancy were more likely to display
conduct disorders and other problem behaviors. Although the results are
inconsistent, the available data illustrate the need to study further the relationship
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between prenatal care, delivery complications, and the resulting health problems
and juvenile delinquency
o Psychological, behavioral, and mental characteristics. Several individualspecific characteristics are linked to delinquency. Tremblay and LeMarquand
remarked that "the best social behavior characteristic to predict delinquent
behavior before age 13 appears to be aggression." In addition, Hawkins and
colleagues (1998:113) reviewed several studies and reported "a positive
relationship between hyperactivity, concentration or attention problems,
impulsivity and risk taking and later violent behavior." Low verbal IQ and
delayed language development have both been linked to delinquency; these links
remain even after controlling for race and class. Similarly, problems at school
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can lead to delinquency. "children with low academic performance, low
commitment to school, and low educational aspirations during the elementary

V
S

and middle school grades are at higher risk for child delinquency than are other
children."

S
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2.2. Social Factors
o

Family structure. Family characteristics such as poor parenting skills, family size, home discord,

W

child maltreatment, and antisocial parents are risk factors linked to juvenile delinquency.
McCord's (1979) study of 250 boys found that among boys at age 10, the strongest predictors of

W

later convictions for violent offenses (up to age 45) were poor parental supervision, parental

W

conflict, and parental aggression, including harsh, punitive discipline. Some research has linked
being raised in a single-parent family with increased delinquency (; however, when researchers
control for socioeconomic conditions, these differences are minimized Some research has shown
that children from families with four or more children have an increased chance of offending
o

Peer influences. Several studies have found a consistent relationship between involvement in a
delinquent peer group and delinquent behavior. For youth ages 1214, a key predictor variable for
delinquency is the presence of antisocial peers. According to McCord and colleagues (2001:80),
"Factors such as peer delinquent behavior, peer approval of delinquent behavior, attachment or
allegiance to peers, time spent with peers, and peer pressure for deviance have all been
associated with adolescent antisocial behavior." Conversely, Elliot (1994) reported that spending
time with peers who disapprove of delinquent behavior may curb later violence. The influence of
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peers and their acceptance of delinquent behavior is significant, and this relationship is
magnified when youth have little interaction with their parents
2.3. Community Factors
Only in the 1990's have the longitudinal researchers begun to pay sufficient attention to
neighborhood and community factors, and there is still a great need for them to
investigate immediate situational influences on offending." As described below, the
environment in which youth are reared can influence the likelihood of delinquency.
o

School policies. The National Research Council and the Institute of Medicine reviewed the
impact of school policies concerning grade retention, suspension and expulsion, and school
tracking of juvenile delinquency. These organizations reported that such policies, which
disproportionately affect minorities, have negative consequences for at-risk youth. For example,
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suspension and expulsion do not appear to reduce undesirable behavior, and both are linked to
increased delinquent behavior. In addition, Heal's (1978) cross-sectional study of primary and

V
S

secondary schools in England found that large schools with formal and severe punishment
structures in place had more incidents of students misbehaving.
o

S
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Neighborhood. Existing research points to a powerful connection between residing in an
adverse environment and participating in criminal acts. Sociological theories of deviance

W

hypothesize that "disorganized neighborhoods have weak social control networks; that weak
social control, resulting from isolation among residents and high residential turnover, allows

W

criminal activity to go unmonitored". Although researchers debate the interaction between

W

environmental and personal factors, most agree that "living in a neighborhood where there are
high levels of poverty and crime increases the risk of involvement in serious crime for all
children growing up there"

3. Criminal Behaviour
Before talking about what forensic and criminal psychology is, we must define criminal
behaviour first. Criminal behaviour suggests a large number and variety of acts. Andrew and
Bonta suggest four broad definitions of criminal behaviour and the acts and behaviours that fit
within these domains. These four areas are legal criminal behaviour or actions that are prohibited
my the state and punishable under the law, moral criminal behaviour which refers to actions that
violate the norms of religion and morality and are believed to be punishable by a supreme
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spiritual being, social criminal behaviour which refers to actions that violate the norms of custom
and tradition and are punishable by a community and finally psychological criminal behaviour
that refers to actions that may be rewarding to the actor but inflict pain or loss on others - it is
criminal behaviour that is anti-social behaviour.

A good working definition can be seen as: "antisocial acts that place the actor at risk of
becoming the focus of the attention of the criminal and juvenile professionals. It is difficult to
define criminal behaviour as ideas of what is considered immoral, unconventional, illegal or
antisocial is not stable over time or place. For example, not wearing seatbelt, homosexual
activity or spanking a child are all items that have been considered both illegal or legal at one
point in time.
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4. Delinquency
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Delinquency must be distinguished from criminality. Delinquency is defined as behaviour that is
illegal, immoral or deviant with respect to societal values. Criminality on the other hand is

S
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defined as a breaking of existing laws, there is little or no confusion as to what constitutes illegal
and legal behaviors.

W

When measuring criminal behaviour we are trying in a way to predict future criminal behaviours.

W

We may measure criminal behaviour by arrests and charges, however not everyone charged is

W

found guilty. We can also measure the amounts of convictions and incarcerations. We can also
measure the amount of self-reported offences and some believe that this may be a more accurate
way to measure criminal behaviour. This is debatable as there may be reasons that the
individuals participating in the anonymous self-report surveys may distrust that their responses
are anonymous. As well, individuals may over or underestimate their crimes for personal
reasons. Therefore, when we study criminal behaviour we typically study what is known about
persons who have been defined as criminals through the criminal justice system.

Estimates of actual crime rates are usually obtained from official sources, yet different sources
may yield different estimates. Crime reports generally categorize crimes by type of crime and
offender characteristics such as age, gender, race and location.
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By estimating crime rates we want to predict recidivism. Recidivism is the future criminal
offences following a previous offence and is defined through new arrests, new charges and new
convictions. In general the best single predictor of recidivism is number and type of previous
criminal offences, and these rates will vary due to age, gender and type of crime. Items such as
prior youth or adult offences, present offences, charges or and arrests under the age of 16. As
well, offence history is important - such as the use of a weapon, an assault on authority, sexual
assault and impaired driving - in predicting future offences.

A risk factor for criminality is anything in a persons psychology, developmental or family
history that may increase the likelihood that they will become involved in some point in criminal
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activities. A protective factor is anything in a persons biology, psychology, developmental or
family history that will decrease the likelihood that they will become involved in criminal

V
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activity.
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Risk factors generally include: lower class origin, family of origin, poor personal temperament,
lower aptitude, early behavioural histories, poor parenting, school based factors, poor

W

educational/vocational/socioeconomic achievement, poor interpersonal relationships, antisocial
associates which support crime, antisocial attitudes/values/beliefs and feelings and

W

psychopathology.

W

Delinquency also has a relationship to attachment to peers. Brownfield and Thompson (1991)
found that boys who had committed delinquent acts were more likely to have friends who had
done so as well. This increased when the friend was considered a "best friend." As well, risk
factors can be divided into the various childhood time periods that they may occur and increase
later criminal activity. Patterson, De Baryshe and Ramsey (1989) proposed the Patterson model.
Risk factors that may be experienced in early childhood include poor parental discipline and
monitoring, poor family environment, coercive parent-child relationships, instability in the
family and early childhood conduct problems. Middle childhood risk factors include rejection by
normal or conventional peers, and academic failure and underachievement. Late childhood and
early adolescence risk factors include a commitment to a deviant peer group.
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The "cycle of violence hypothesis" predicts that abused children will become abusers and victims
of violence will become violent offenders. Abused and neglected children are more likely to
exhibit delinquent characteristics as well as criminal and violent behaviour as adults.

Some possible factors about the individual that may lead to crime can be speculated. Things such
as chromosomal patterns, physiological under arousal, hyperactivity/ADHD, impulsivity,
learning disabilities, fetal alcohol syndrome and other neurological damage, low IQ, hormonal
imbalances, antisocial personality disorder, psychopathology and biochemical imbalances may
contribute to risk of criminal behaviour.
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Topic : Origins Of Criminal Behavior: Biological Factors
Topic Objective:

W

After studying this topic the student should be able:

W

W



Define Criminal behavior



Discuss Genetic And Environmental Factors



Explain Biological influences



Define Genetic Factors



Relate Gene-Environment Interactions

Definition/Overview:
Realizing that crime, like all human behaviors, can represent an interaction among heredity,
neurophysiology, and environment, this topic looks at the research on the genetic and biological
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factors associated with criminal behavior in some individuals. It is important to stress at the
outset that neither genetics nor biology cause crime. Rather, certain biological or genetic
elements may predispose some people to commit violent or otherwise antisocial acts.

We have removed from this edition of the text the discussions of Lombrosos born criminal in
favor of expanded discussion of contemporary biological theories. Twin and adoption studies are
covered, along with research on temperament and the in-utero environment. It should be stressed
that, while temperament shows up in infancy and continues throughout ones life, the parent-child
interaction is crucial. Parents or caretakers who understand and adapt to an ill-tempered child can
do much to diminish the effects of this difficult disposition. We also included material on minor
physical anomalies, which seem to be associated with brain injury and atypical brain
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development.

V
S

As in earlier editions of the text, Eysencks theory of criminal behavior, which continues to draw
research interest, is given considerable attention. It remains among the most testable in
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psychologically-oriented theories of criminal behavior. Although still in need of considerable
refinement, it integrates the biopsychological and social environmental perspectives, thus

W

holding some appeal for proponents of both nature and nurture.

W

Some scientists in recent years have become increasingly interested in exploring the role of

W

biological and neurophysiological factors in behavior, particularly violent behavior, and this
topic attempts to represent this renewed interest. However, the supposed identification of
potentially violent individuals can lead to prevention and control of future behavior through
measures that may infringe on liberty. It is recommended that instructors encourage students to
carefully consider the implications of research in this area.

Dizygotic twins: Dizygotic twins usually occur when two fertilized eggs are implanted in the
uterine wall at the same time. The two eggs form two zygotes, and these twins are therefore also
known as dizygotic as well as "biovular" twins. When two eggs are independently fertilized by
two different sperm cells, DZ twins result. Dizygotic twins, like any other siblings, have an
extremely small chance of having the exact same chromosome profile. Like any other siblings,
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DZ twins may look similar, particularly given that they are the same age. However, DZ twins
may also look very different from each other. They may be different sexes or the same sex. The
same holds true for brothers and sisters from the same parents, meaning that DZ twins are simply
brothers and/or sisters who happen to have the same age.

Monozygotic twins: Monozygotic twins, frequently referred to as identical twins, occur when a
single egg is fertilized to form one zygote (monozygotic) which then divides into two separate
embryos. Their traits and physical appearances are not exactly the same; although they have
nearly identical DNA, environmental conditions both inside the womb and throughout their lives
influence the switching on and off of various genes. Division of the zygote into two embryos is
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not considered to be a hereditary trait, but rather an anomaly that occurs in birthing at a rate of
about three in every 1000 deliveries worldwide, regardless of ethnic background. The two
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embryos develop into fetuses sharing the same womb. When one egg is fertilized by one sperm
cell, and then divides and separates, two identical cells will result. If the zygote splits very early

S
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(in the first two days after fertilization), each cell may develop separately its own placenta
(chorion) and its own sac (amnion). These are called dichorionic diamniotic (di/di) twins, which

W

occurs 2030% of the time. Most of the time in MZ twins the zygote will split after two days,
resulting in a shared placenta, but two separate sacs. These are called monochorionic diamniotic

W

(mono/di) twins.

W

Psychoticism: Psychoticism is one of the three traits used by the psychologist Hans Eysenck in
his P-E-N model (psychoticism, extraversion and neuroticism) model of personality.

High levels of this trait were believed by Eysenck to be linked to increased vulnerability to
psychoses such as schizophrenia. He also believed that blood relatives of psychotics would show
high levels of this trait, suggesting a genetic basis to the trait.
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Neuroticism: Neuroticism is a fundamental personality trait in the study of psychology. It can
be defined as an enduring tendency to experience negative emotional states. Individuals who
score high on neuroticism are more likely than the average to experience such feelings as
anxiety, anger, guilt, and clinical depression. They respond more poorly to environmental stress,
and are more likely to interpret ordinary situations as threatening, and minor frustrations as
hopelessly difficult. They are often self-conscious and shy, and they may have trouble
controlling urges and delaying gratification. Neuroticism is related to emotional intelligence,
which involves emotional regulation, motivation, and interpersonal skills. It is also considered to
be a predisposition for traditional neuroses, such as phobias and other anxiety disorders.
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Minor physical anomalies: Minor physical anomalies (MPAs) are relatively minor (typically
painless and, in themselves, harmless) congenital physical abnormalities consisting of features

V
S

such as low-seated ears, adherent ear lobes, and a furrowed tongue. While MPAs may have a
genetic basis, they might also be caused by factors in the fetal environment: anoxia, bleeding, or
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infection. MPAs have been linked to disorders of pregnancy and are thought by some to be a
marker for insults to the fetal neural development towards the end of the first trimester. Thus, in

W

the neurodevelopmental literature, they are seen as indirect indications of inferferences with
brain development. In studies of children and adolescents with conduct problems, such markers

W

have been linked to some extent to impulsivity and aggressiveness.

W

MPAs have been studied in schizophrenia. One study found that 60% of its schizophrenic sample
and 38% of their siblings had 6 or more minor physical anomalies (especially in the craniofacial
area), while only 5% of the control group showed that many.

Extraversion-Introversion: The trait of Extraversion-Introversion is a central dimension of
human personality. Extraverts (also spelled extroverts) are gregarious, assertive, and generally
seek out excitement. Introverts, in contrast, are more reserved, less outgoing, and less sociable.
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They are not necessarily asocial, but they tend to have smaller circles of friends, and are less
likely to thrive on making new social contacts.

The terms introversion and extraversion were first popularized by Carl Jung. Virtually all
comprehensive models of personality include these concepts. Examples include Jung's analytical
psychology, Eysenck's three factor model, Cattell's 16 personality factors, the Big Five
personality traits, the four temperaments, the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, the
Myers Briggs Type Indicator, and Socionics.
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Extraversion and introversion are typically understood as a single continuum. Thus, to be high on
one is necessarily to be low on the other. That said, people fluctuate in their behavior all the
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time, and even extreme introverts and extraverts do not always act consistently.
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W

Key Points:

W

1. Criminal behavior

W

Criminal behavior results from a complex interplay of social and biological factors. Social
factors are a reflection of environmental sources of influence, such as socioeconomic status. The
terms "biological" and "genetic" are often confused, in part due to the fact that they represent
overlapping sources of influence. Biological factors are more inclusive, consisting of
physiological, biochemical, neurological, and genetic factors. Genetic factors refer to biological
factors that are inherited. Social factors, on the other hand, cannot be inherited. Until recently,
the majority of criminological research focused solely on social contributors, either minimizing
or negating the importance of genetic and biological influences on criminal behavior. In the past
fifteen years, however, a large body of evidence has accumulated that suggests that the etiology
of criminal behavior may be better understood when genetic and biological factors are also taken
into account. Evidence for the role of genetic factors in the etiology of criminal behavior carries
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the assumption that biological factors mediate this relationship. Therefore, in this entry, we will
first discuss the role of genetics in the etiology of criminal behavior, followed by evidence
outlining the importance of biological factors.

2. Biological influences
Biological influences, including psychophysiological and biochemical measures are thought to
mediate the relationship between genetics and criminal behavior. Psychophysiological measures,
including electroencephalogram (EEG) activity, heart rate (HR), event-related potentials (ERP),
and skin conductance (SC), have been identified as potential biological markers that may help to
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distinguish criminals from noncriminals. This literature has been thoroughly reviewed by Raine.
Other, more direct measures of biological functioning, may provide additional information

V
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regarding the role of biological factors in the etiology of criminal behavior. One such factor that
has been widely investigated since the last edition of this volume is the role of serotonergic

S
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dysregulation in criminal behavior.

W

3. Genetic And Environmental Factors

W

There is some evidence to suggest that genetic and environmental factors may differentially

W

contribute to the risk of criminality for males and females. It has been hypothesized that females
who engage in criminal activity may have a stronger genetic propensity for this type of behavior
than males (Sellin). Evidence for this contention is provided by two independent adoption studies
in which female property offenders had a much higher percentage of biological parents who were
property offenders than did male adoptees (Sigvardsson et al.; Baker et al.). This finding is
supportive of the contention that females are faced with more social pressures to remain lawabiding than males and therefore females who violate these social norms may have an added
genetic push toward these behaviors. Taken together, twin and adoption studies provide
convincing evidence that criminal behavior, in both males and females, may have genetic
influences. Establishing a heritable component to criminal behavior begs the question as to
whether serious forms of criminal behavior, such as violent criminal offending in particular, may
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also be a heritable trait. Perhaps impulsive violent acts may reflect a genetic predisposition
toward this type of behavior while property offending may be driven more by economic or social
factors.

4. Genetic Factors
Epidemiological evidence that genetic factors contribute to criminal behavior come from three
sources: family, twin, and adoption studies. The limitation of family studies is the inability to
separate the genetic and environmental sources of variation. Therefore, given the limited utility
of family studies to separate issues of nature versus nurture, this section will focus on two other
epidemiological research designs that are better equipped to test for genetic effects.
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4.1. Twin studies
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Twin studies support the contention that a heritable trait may increase risk for criminal
behavior. Twin studies compare the rate of criminal behavior of twins who are
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genetically identical or monozygotic twins (MZ) with twins who are not, or dizygotic
twins (DZ) in order to assess the role of genetic and environmental influences. To the

W

extent that the similarity observed in MZ twins is greater than that in DZ twins, genetic
influences may be implicated.

W

The twin design, however, does present some problems to this interpretation. The use of

W

twin studies to test questions of heritablilty are limited in that it is a rare occurrence for
the twins to be reared in separate environments. Moreover, Dalgaard and Kringlen
suggest that the greater similarity of MZ twins may be attributed to their shared
environmental experiences. In line with this hypothesis, Carey suggests that MZ twins
may imitate one another more than DZ twins, and that this phenomenon could lead to an
overestimation of heritability. Consequently, any review of twin studies must keep these
limitations in mind.
Earlier twin studies reported considerable variations in the pairwise concordance rates
(among monozygotic twins from 100 percent to 25 percent and in dizygotic twins from
81 percent to 0 percent). Several methodological flaws in earlier twin studies made it
difficult to draw conclusions regarding genetic liability to criminal behavior. First, the
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operational definition of "criminal behavior" varied from mild incidental offenses to
long-term incarceration. A potentially more serious methodological concern is that, with
the exception of Dalgaard and Kringlen's study and the twin study that follows, all other
twin samples suffered from biased samples.
Using an unselected sample of 3,586 twin pairs in Denmark, Christiansen reported 52
percent of the monozygotic twins were (proband-wise) concordant for criminal behavior
whereas only 22 percent of the dizygotic twins were (probandwise) concordant for
criminal behavior. A marked increase of probandwise concordance for criminal behavior
among monozygotic twins suggests that the MZ twins inherit some biological
characteristic(s) that increases their joint risk for criminal involvement. Results from
more recent twin studies are largely in agreement with results obtained from earlier twin
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studies. Variability in criteria for criminal behavior and sample composition does not
appear to change the genetic effect, an outcome which suggests that criminal behavior
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and correlates of antisocial behavior (i.e., antisocial symptom counts, conduct disorder)
may be genetically mediated. The twin design, as discussed earlier, is limited in that the
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assumption of equal environments is often violated. Studies comparing the concordance
rates in MZ twins reared apart can avoid this problem, but it is difficult to obtain such

W

subjects. Christiansen has noted that several of the earlier twin studies had cases in
which a set of monozygotic twins were raised in separate environments; these

W

preliminary data suggest that studying MZ twins reared apart may be an important

W

behavioral genetics tool to investigate the etiology of criminal behavior. To the present
authors' knowledge, only one modern twin study has employed this type of research
design to test whether criminal behavior may be genetically mediated.

4.2. Twins reared apart
Grove and others investigated the concordance of antisocial problems, as measured by
the Diagnostic Interview Schedule (DIS), among a sample of thirty-two sets of
monozygotic twins reared apart (MZA) who were adopted by nonrelatives shortly after
birth. Because this was a nonclinical sample, very few subjects met Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual-III criteria for antisocial personality. To remedy this limitation,
symptoms that contribute to the overall DSM-III diagnoses were counted to assess for

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

28

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

subclinical manifestations of antisocial problems. Grove found substantial overlap
between the genetic influences for both childhood conduct disorders (correlation of .41)
and adult antisocial behaviors (correlation of .28). Although these findings are based on
a small number of subjects, the Grove findings are congruent with the findings from
other twin studies and extend the twin literature by evaluating MZ twins raised in
separate environments.

4.3. Adoption studies
Another epidemiological design that may more cleanly parcel out most environmental
effects is the adoption design. Adoption studies provide a natural experiment to test the
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existence and strength of inherited predispositions. Adoptees are separated at birth from
their biological parents. Thus, similarities between the adoptee and biological parents
can be regarded as estimates of genetic influences, while similarities between the
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adoptee and the adoptive parents may be thought of as estimates of environmental
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influences. Moreover, the adoption design allows for the assessment of interaction
effects between environmental and genetic influences. Adoption studies have been
carried out in three different countries: the United States, Sweden, and Denmark.

W

W

5. Gene-Environment Interactions

W

The importance of gene-environment interactions are illustrated in several adoption studies. For
example, the effects of socioeconomic status (SES) on inhibiting or promoting the expression of
the genetic vulnerability to criminality have been examined in two large-scale adoption studies,
the Danish and Swedish adoption studies. Cloninger and others and Van Dusen and others have
reported that adoptive parent SES appears to interact with genetic vulnerability for criminality.
Specifically, the risk of criminality among adoptees of criminal biological parents was
significantly reduced if they were adopted into middle to high SES adoptive homes. Conversely,
low adoptive parent socioeconomic status interacted with criminality in the biological parents to
increase the adoptee's risk of criminality.
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Other adverse environmental influences, such as adoptive parental registrations for alcohol and
crime, and later age of placement, were found to interact with the genetic risk for criminal
behavior. Crowe found that adoptees who had a criminal biological mother and spent longer time
in an orphanage or foster placement had the highest rates of criminal conviction. In a separate
series of adoption studies carried out by Cadoret and colleagues, evidence for the importance of
gene-environment interactions in the development of antisocial problems in adoptees has been
presented. Cadoret and others reported in a Missouri adoption sample (n = 108) that adoptees
with an alcoholic or anti-social biological parent who were placed in an adoptive home at a later
age had the highest rate of adolescent antisocial problems. In an Iowan adoption study (n = 246
male and female adoptees), Cadoret and Cain found that the presence of alcohol or antisocial
symptoms in the biological parents interacted with adverse environmental conditions, such as the
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presence of alcohol and antisocial problems in the adoptive parents, time spent in foster care, and
divorced status of the adoptive parents, to produce a marked increase in the incidence of
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adolescent antisocial behavior. Cadoret and others reported that a biological background of
antisocial problems interacted with adverse environmental conditions, such as the presence of a
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psychiatric condition in the adoptive family, separation or divorce of the adoptive parents,
adoptive parent alcohol or drug abuse, to increase the risk of childhood conduct disorder and

W

adolescent aggressivity. Taken together, these studies demonstrate the utility of the geneenvironmental model to our understanding of the etiological correlates of criminal behavior.

W

W

Topic : Origins Of Criminal Behavior: Learning And Situational Factors
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able:


Define Victim of a crime



Explain the Consequences of crimes



Elaborate Victimization



Discuss the National Crime Victimization Survey - United States
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Define Society as crime victim

Definition/Overview:
In this topic we begin to focus on social influences. Skinnerian behaviorism, the social learning
theories of Bandura, Rotter, and Akers, and the Berkowitz frustration theory are among those
covered. The material in the topic revolves around fundamental concepts in social
psychologye.g., positive and negative reinforcement, vicarious reinforcement, punishmentthat
are relevant to the development, maintenance, and regulation of antisocial behavior.
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Collectively, external reinforcements that bring us material, social, or psychological gain are

V
S

called positive reinforcements. Behaviors that enable us to avoid unpleasant circumstances are

S
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negatively reinforced. Vicarious reinforcement consists of both observed reward and observed
punishment. When we observe others (models) receiving rewards or punishments for certain
behaviors, we tend to alter our behavior correspondingly. Models are reference points for what

W

we should and can do in a particular set of circumstances. Therefore, they may act as inhibitors

W

or facilitators of behavior.

W

Situational instigators of crime, such as authority figures and the environmental factors involved
in the process of deindividuation, were also discussed. In some instances, people engage in
illegal or violent conduct because they are told or ordered to do so. In other instances, the
personal sense of identity appears to be lost in the excitement of the crowd. Under these
deindividualized conditions, people may do things they normally would not do. Students are
usually fascinated with this material because they are able to relate it very readily to incidents in
their own lives as well as to events in the news.
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Cognition: The term cognition is used in different ways by different disciplines. In psychology,
it refers to an information processing view of an individual's psychological functions. Other
interpretations of the meaning of cognition link it to the development of concepts; individual
minds, groups, organizations, and even larger coalitions of entities, can be modelled as societies
which cooperate to form concepts. The autonomous elements of each 'society' would have the
opportunity to demonstrate emergent behavior in the face of some crisis or opportunity.
Cognition can also be interpreted as "understanding and trying to make sense of the world".
Situationism: Situationism in psychology refers to an approach to personality that holds that
people are more influenced by external, situational factors than by internal traits or motivations.
It therefore challenges the position of trait theorists, such as Hans Eysenck or Raymond B.
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Cattell. The term is popularly associated with Walter Mischel, although he himself does not
appear to like the term. Empirical evidence upon which situationists base their claims take the
form of cross-situational measures of traits such as extraversion, in which only low correlations

V
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of the same trait taken in different situations have been found. However, in response to such

S
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evidence, Hans Eysenck has pointed out that the correlations, while low, are typically still high
enough to reach statistical significance. A midrange position, which holds that personality is best
understood as resulting from subtle interplay of internal and external factors, is known as

W

"interactionism". Some notable situationist studies include: Zimbardo's Stanford prison

W

experiment, Bystander experiments, Obedience experiments like Milgram experiment and Heat
and Aggression experiments.

W

Reductionism: Reductionism can either mean (a) an approach :ing the nature of complex things
by reducing them to the interactions of their parts, or to simpler or more fundamental things or
(b) a philosophical position that a complex system is nothing but the sum of its parts, and that an
account of it can be reduced to accounts of individual constituents. This can be said of objects,
phenomena, explanations, theories, and meanings.

Operant conditioning: Operant conditioning is the use of consequences to modify the
occurrence and form of behavior. Operant conditioning is distinguished from classical
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conditioning (also called respondent conditioning, or Pavlovian conditioning) in that operant
conditioning deals with the modification of "voluntary behavior" or operant behavior. Operant
behavior "operates" on the environment and is maintained by its consequences, while classical
conditioning deals with the conditioning of respondent behaviors which are elicited by
antecedent conditions. Behaviors conditioned via a classical conditioning procedure are not
maintained by consequences.

Social learning theory: Social learning theory is a theory to explain how people learn behavior.
People learn through observing others' behavior. If people observe positive, desired outcomes in
the observed behavior, they are more likely to model, imitate, and adopt the behavior themselves.
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Observational learning : Observational learning (also known as: vicarious learning or social

V
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learning or modeling) is learning that occurs as a function of observing, retaining and, in the case

S
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of imitation learning, replicating novel behavior executed by others. It is most associated with
the work of psychologist Albert Bandura, who implemented some of the seminal studies in the
area and initiated social learning theory. It involves the process of learning to copy or model the

W

action of another through observing another doing it. Further research has been used to show a

W

connection between observational learning and both classical and operant conditioning.
There are 4 key processes of observational learning. 1.) Attention: To learn through observation,

W

you must pay attention to another person's behavior and its consequences. 2.) Retention: Store a
mental representation of what you have witnessed in your memory. 3.) Reproduction: Enacting a
modeled response depends on your ability to reproduce the response by converting your stored
mental images into overt behavior. 4.) Motivation: Finally, you are unlikely to reproduce an
observed response unless you are motivated to do so. Your motivation depends on whether you
get benefits from responding that action.

Deindividuation: Deindividuation is a state of lowered self-awareness, a temporary loss of
personal identity resulting from becoming part of a group, such as an army or a mob, but it can
also occur in situations wherein people feel anonymous. It can have very destructive effects,

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

33

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

sometimes making people more likely to commit a crime, or leading policemen to use excessive
force in an arrest. Deindividuation has been hypothesized as a major cause of rioting, such as the
violent rioting occurred in the 1992 riots in south central Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.
Because people in a deindividuated mental state lose awareness of themselves, they ignore
external evaluation of themselves by other people, and are unrestrained by their normal
inhibitions. Deindividuation occurs when one loses one's social identity and behaves in a manner
in which one usually would not behave .

Victimology: Victimology is the study of victimization, including the relationships between
victims and offenders, the interactions between victims and the criminal justice system -- that is,
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the police and courts, and corrections officials -- and the connections between victims and other
societal groups and institutions, such as the media, businesses, and social movements.

V
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Key Points:
1. Victim of a crime

W

W

A victim of a crime, or crime victim, is in criminology and criminal law, the identifiable person

W

who has been harmed individually and directly by the perpetrator or defendant, rather than
merely society as a whole. However, this may not always be the case, as with victims of white
collar crime, who may not be clearly identifiable or directly linked to the crime, and are often
denied their status as victims by the social construction of the concept.. Not all criminologists
even accept the concept of victimization or victimology. It also remains a controversial topic
within women's studies. The United States Supreme Court first recognized the rights of crime
victims to make a victim impact statement in the sentencing phase of a criminal trial in the case
of Payne v. Tennessee 501 U.S. 808. A victim impact panel is a form of community-based or
restorative justice in which the crime victims (or relatives and friends of deceased crime victims)
meet with the defendant after conviction to tell the convict about how the criminal activity
affected them, in the hope of rehabilitation or deterrence.
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2. Consequences of crimes
Emotional distress as the result of crime is a recurring theme for all victims of crime. The most
common problem, affecting three quarters of victims, were psychological problems, including:
fear, anxiety, nervousness, self-blame, anger, shame, and difficulty sleeping. These problems
often result in the development of chronic PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder). Post crime
distress is also linked to pre-existing emotional problems and sociodemographic variables. This
has known to become a leading case of the elderly to be more adversely affected.
Victims may experience the following psychological reactions:


Increase in the belief of personal vulnerability.



The perception of the world as meaningless and incomprehensible.



The view of themselves in a negative light.
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The experience of victimization may result in an increasing fear of the victim of the crime, and

V
S

the spread of fear in the community.

S
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3. Victimization

W

One of the most controversial sub-topics within the broader topic is victimization The concept of
"victim-proneness" is a "highly moralistic way of assigning guilt" to the victim of a crime, also

W

known as victim blaming. One theory, the environmental theory, posits that the location and

W

context of the crime gets the victim of the crime and the perpetrator of that crime together. That
may just be an academic way of stating that the victim was in the wrong place at the wrong time.

There have been some studies recently to quantify the real existence of victim-proneness.
Contrary to the urban legend that more women are repeat victims, and thus more victim-prone
than men, actually men in their prime (24 to 34 year old males) are more likely to be victims of
repeated crimes. While each study used different methodology, their results must be taken
seriously and further studies are warranted.
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The study of victimology may also include the "culture of victimhood," wherein the victim of a
crime revels in his status, proclaiming that self-created victimhood throughout a community by
winning the sympathy of professionals and peers.
In the case of juvenile offenders, the study results also show that people are more likely to be
victimized as a result of a serious offense by someone they know; the most frequent crimes
committed by adolescents towards someone they know were sexual assault, common assault, and
homicide. Adolescents victimizing people they did not know generally committed common
assault, forcible confinement, armed robbery, and robbery

One particularly well known example of a class at increased risk to varying forms of attacks is
the prostitute. These people have been known anecdotally to have an abnormally high incidence
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of violent crime, and such crimes go unresolved frequently. Victimological studies of the matter
might investigate current societal mores (expectations, roles, social status), legal status of

V
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prostitutes, typical working/living conditions, statistical analysis of the actual increased risk and
secondary risk factors, and the economic activity of a prostitute.
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Another example is when the victim actively precipitates or initiates the crime scene, for
example, by starting a fight or baiting another individual.

W

A sexual assault or rape is a poor example; in fact, such ideas about provocation are "gut-level
and irrational."

4. Studies

W

W

The study of victims is multidisciplinary. It does not just cover victims of crime, but also victims
of (traffic) accidents, natural disasters, war crimes and abuse of power. The professionals
involved in victimology may be scientists, practitioners and policy makers. Studying victims can
be done from the perspective of the individual victim but also from an epidemiological point of
view.

5. National Crime Victimization Survey - United States
The National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) is a tool to measure the existence of actual,
rather than reported crimes -- the victimization rate. The National Crime Victimization Survey
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is the United States': "primary source of information on crime victimization. Each year, data are
obtained from a nationally represented sample of 77,200 households comprising nearly 134,000
persons on the frequency, characteristics and consequences of criminal victimization in the
United States. This survey enables the (government) to estimate the likelihood of victimization
by rape, sexual assault, robbery, assault, theft, household burglary, and motor vehicle theft for
the population as a whole as well as for segments of the population such as women, the elderly,
members of various racial groups, city dwellers, or other groups." According to the Bureau of
Justice Statistics (BJS), the NCVS reveals that, from 1994 to 2005, violent crime rates have
declined, reaching the lowest levels ever recorded. Property crimes continue to decline.

6. International Crime Victims Survey
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Many countries have such victimization surveys. They give a much better account for the
volume crimes but are less accurate for crimes that occur with a (relative) low frequency such as

V
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homicide, or victimless 'crimes' such as drug (ab)use. Attempts to use the data from these

S
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national surveys for international comparison have failed. Differences in definitions of crime and
other methodological differences are too big for proper comparison.

W

A dedicated survey for international comparison: A group of European criminologists started

W

an international victimization study with the sole purpose to generate international comparative
crime and victimization data. The project is now known as the International Crime Victims

W

Survey (ICVS). After the first round in 1989, the surveys were repeated in 1992, 1996, and 2000
and 2004/2005.

7. Society as crime victim
There is one strain of thought that society itself is the victim of many crimes, especially such
homicide felonies as murder and manslaughter. This sentiment has been espoused by many
lawyers, judges, and academics. Some district attorneys feel they represent all of society, while
some feel they are the lawyer for the crime victim. John Donne wrote that when one hears a
funeral bell, one should not wonder "for whom the bell tolls," because "it tolls for thee," meaning
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that a part of everyone dies when one person in society dies. In other words, crime is a harm to
society.

In Section 2 of this course you will cover these topics:
Human Aggression And Violence
Criminal Psychopathy
Crime And Mental Disorders
Mental Disorders And Crime: Defendants And Offenders
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Topic : Human Aggression And Violence
Topic Objective:

W

After studying this topic the student should be able:

W



Define Aggression and violence



Explain Aggression in humans



Discuss the Biology of aggression

W

Definition/Overview:
In this topic, we reviewed the major psychological perspectives on aggression and violence.
Most psychologists today believe that aggression is acquired and maintained in the same way
that other human behavior is acquired and maintained, with cognitive factors being especially
important to consider. However, as more research data are published, this learning perspective
becomes increasingly complex, and additional factors must be considered. For example,
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physiological arousal certainly plays a major role in aggressive and violent behavior. High levels
of arousal seem to facilitate (not cause) aggressive behavior in many situations.

The different types of aggressive behavior were also discussed in this topic. Overt and covert
forms of aggression must be considered in any discussion of crime. Overt aggressors are more
likely to be involved in both violent and serious property-economic crimes, whereas covert
aggressors are more likely to be at work in the less serious property offenses.

Students may be interested in topics such as road rage and media violence, especially the
violence associated with video games. While most of the research on media violence decries its
effects, particularly on young people, instructors should emphasize that there are alternative
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perspectives. Nevertheless, social learning theorists note that the media and the models they
provide substantially affect our attitudes, values, and overall impressions about violence.

V
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Attitudes, beliefs, and thoughts refer to the cognitive processes that are beginning to emerge as
contenders for a leading role in the psychological explanation of criminal behavior.

S
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Although the two terms are often used synonymously, road rage and aggressive driving should

W

be distinguished. The topic covers recent research on individuals responsible for the high profile
road rage. They typically have a history of aggressive behavior and substance abuse. Aggressive

W

drivers, by contrast, usually displace the aggression they feel toward individuals in their lives

W

onto their driving behavior, sometimes on a regular basis. While less serious, aggressive driving
is far more prevalent than road rage.

Situational and neurophysiological factors can contribute significantly to aggressive behavior.
Aggressive stimuli, crowds, pollution, temperature, smells, and central nervous system pathology
all must be entertained as possible contributors. The topic ends with discussion of some of the
these central nervous system features.

Passive-aggressive behavior: Passive-aggressive behavior refers to passive, sometimes
obstructionist resistance to following authoritative instructions in interpersonal or occupational
situations. It can manifest itself as resentment, stubbornness, procrastination, sullenness, or
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repeated failure to accomplish requested tasks for which one is, often explicitly, responsible. It is
a defense mechanism and more often than not only partly conscious. For example, people who
are passive-aggressive might take so long to get ready for a party they do not wish to attend that
the party is nearly over by the time they arrive.

Territoriality is a term associated with nonverbal communication that refers to how people use
space to communicate ownership/occupancy of areas and possessions. The anthropological
concept branches from the observations of animal ownership behaviors. We can consider that
this personal space is like a bubble that one doesn't want invaded.
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The weapons effect is the tendency of weapons to increase the likelihood of aggression by their
simple presence in a situation. The investigation of a possible casual link between firearms and
impulsive aggression was found by Berkowitz and LePage. Numerous persons may respond in

V
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the midst of anxiety or fear in the company of weapons and inhibit aggressive reactions.
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Firearms violence: It is an important social problem for many individuals mainly because of the

W

extreme exposure of them in their environment. Psychologists think that the sight of the weapons

W

stimulates aggression through classical conditioning processes resulting from the learned
associations involving aggressive acts and weapons. Individuals may differ in the associations

W

they have with various weapons.

Key Points:
1. Aggression
In psychology, as well as other social and behavioral sciences, aggression refers to behavior
between members of the same species that is intended to cause pain or harm. Predatory or
defensive behavior between members of different species is not normally considered
"aggression." Aggression takes a variety of forms among humans and can be physical, mental, or
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verbal. Aggression should not be confused with assertiveness, although the terms are often used
interchangeably among laypeople, e.g. an aggressive salesperson.
There are two broad categories of aggression. These include hostile, affective, or retaliatory
aggression and instrumental, predatory, or goal-oriented aggression. Empirical research indicates
that there is a critical difference between the two, both psychologically and physiologically.
Some research indicates that people with tendencies toward affective aggression have lower IQs
than those with tendencies toward predatory aggression. If only considering physical aggression,
males tend to be more aggressive than females. One explanation for this difference is that
females are physically weaker than men, and so need to resort to other means. Females of
different cultures have a variety of non physical means to cause harm to their husbands. On
Bellona Island, a culture based on male dominance and physical violence, women tend to get
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into conflicts with other women more frequently than with men. When in conflict with males,
they rarely use physical means. They instead make up songs mocking the man, which spread

V
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across the island and humiliate him. If a woman wanted to kill a man, she would either convince
her relatives to kill him or hire an assassin. These are both forms of indirect aggression since the

S
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aggressor (female) is trying to hurt someone without putting herself in direct danger .

W

2. Aggression in humans

Although humans share aspects of agression with non-human animals, they differ from most of

W

them in the complexity of their aggression because of factors such as culture, morals, and social

W

situations. A wide variety of studies have been done on these situations.
2.1. Aggression and culture
Culture is a distinctly human factor that plays a role in aggression. Kung Bushmen were
described as the "harmless people" by Elizabeth Marshall Thomas. Other researchers,
however, have countered this point of view, calculating that the homicide rate among
Bushmen is actually higher than that of most modern industrial societies. Lawrence
Keeley argues that the "peaceful savage" is a myth that is unsupported by the bulk of
anthropological and archeological evidence. Hunter gatherer societies do not have
possessions to fight over, but they may still come to conflict over status and mating
opportunities.
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Empirical cross-cultural research has found differences in the level of aggression
between cultures. In one study, American men resorted to physical aggression more
readily than Japanese or Spanish men, whereas Japanese men preferred direct verbal
conflict more than their American and Spanish counterparts. Within American culture,
southerners were shown to become more aroused and to respond more aggressively than
northerners when affronted. There is also a higher homicide rate among young white
southern men than among white northern men in the United States. Changes in dominant
behavior or in social status causes changes in testosterone levels. Reports of changes in
testeosterone of young men during athletic events, which involve face-to-face
competition with a winner and a loser, reveal that testosterone rises shortly before their
matches, as if in anticipation of the competition. Also, one to two hours after the
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competitive match, the testosterone levels of the winners are high relative to those levels
of the losers . It is also important to take into account the type of conflict that is

V
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occurring when assessing aggression. Is the conflict between groups, within a group,
within a family? The sex of those involved in the conflict is also critical. Male-male,

S
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male-female and female-female encounters should all be clearly distinguished from one
another. Same sex encounters are more frequent than inter-sex encounters and this could

W

affect the level of aggression present .

W

2.2. Aggression in media

W

Behaviors like aggression can be learned by watching and imitating the behavior of
others. A considerable amount of evidence suggests that watching violence on television
increases the likelihood of short-term aggression in children, though for a dissenting
viewpoint. Individuals may differ in how they respond to violence. The greatest impact
is on those who are already prone to violent behavior. Adults may be influenced by
violence in media as well. A long-term study of over 700 families found "a significant
association" between the amount of time spent watching violent television as a teenager
and the likelihood of committing acts of aggression later in life. The results remained the
same in spite of factors such as family income, parental education and neighborhood
violence. Although exposure to violence in media is associated with likelihood of shortterm increases in aggression, none of these studies provide evidence for a definitive
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causal mechanism. Instead, violence in media may be one of many factors, or it may
play a maintenance role since violent media tend to be selected by people who are prone
to violence.

2.3. Situational factors
Alcohol impairs judgment, making people much less cautious than they usually are. It
also disrupts the way information is processed. A drunk person is much more likely to
view an accidental event as a purposeful one, and therefore act more aggressively. Pain
and discomfort also increase aggression. Even the simple act of placing ones hands in
cold water can cause an aggressive response. Hot temperatures have been implicated as a
factor in a number of studies. One study completed in the midst of the civil rights
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movement found that riots were more likely on hotter days than cooler ones. Students
were found to be more aggressive and irritable after taking a test in a hot classroom .

V
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Drivers in cars without air conditioning were also found to be more likely to honk their
horns. Frustration is another major cause of aggression.
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The frustration-aggression theory states that aggression increases if a person feels that he
or she is being blocked from achieving a goal. One study found that the closeness to the

W

goal makes a difference. The study examined people waiting in line and concluded that
the 2nd person was more aggressive than the 12th one when someone cut in line.

W

Unexpected frustration may be another factor. In a separate study, a group of students

W

were collecting donations over the phone. Some of them were told that the people they
would call would be generous and the collection would be very successful. The other
group was given no expectations. The group with high expectations was much more
upset and became more aggressive when no one was pledging. There is some evidence
to suggest that the presence of violent objects such as a gun can trigger aggression. In a
study done by Leonard Berkowitz and Anthony Le Page, college students were made
angry and then left in the presence of a gun or badminton racket. They were then led to
believe they were delivering electric shocks to another student, as in the Milgram
experiment. Those who had been in the presence of the gun administered more shocks. It
is possible that a violence-related stimulus increases the likelihood of aggressive
cognitions by activating the semantic network.
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3. Aggression and gender
Gender is a factor that plays a role in both human and animal aggression. Males are generally
more physically aggressive than females, and men commit the vast majority of murders. This is
one of the most robust and reliable behavioral sex differences, and it has been found across many
different age groups and cultures. There is evidence that males are quicker to aggression and
more likely than females to express their aggression physically. However, when considering
indirect forms of aggression, such as relational aggression and social rejection, females and
males are equally aggressive

4. Aggression in children
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The frequency of physical aggression in humans peaks at around 2-3 years of age. It then
declines gradually on average . These observations suggest that physical aggression is mostly not
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a learned behavior and that development provides opportunities for the learning of selfregulation. However, a small subset of children fails to acquire the necessary self-regulatory

S
.B

abilities and tends to show atypical levels of physical aggression across development . These
may be at risk for later violent behavior.

W

What is typically expected of children?


W

Young children preparing to enter kindergarten need to develop the socially important skill of
being assertive. Examples of assertiveness include asking others for information, initiating

W

conversation, or being able to respond to peer pressure.


In contrast, some young children use aggressive behavior, such as hitting or biting, as a form of
communication.



Aggressive behavior can impede learning as a skill deficit, while assertive behavior can facilitate
learning.



By school age, children should learn more socially appropriate forms of communicating such as
expressing themselves through verbal or written language; if they have not, this behavior may
signify a disability or developmental delay
What triggers aggressive behavior in children?



Physical fear of others
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Family difficulties



Learning, neurological, or conduct/behavior disorders



Emotional trauma
The Bobo doll experiment was conducted by Albert Bandura in 1961. In this work, Bandura
found that children exposed to aggressive adult model acted more aggressively than those who
were exposed to a nonaggressive adult model. This experiment suggests that anyone who comes
in contact with and interacts with children can have an impact on the way they react and handle
situations..
Summaries of best practice recommendations



American Academy of Pediatrics : 'Set firm, consistent limits to help children self monitor
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emotions and behavior; make sure all care takers agree to the same limits. Provide examples of
effective and socially acceptable ways of managing anger; be careful not to reinforce aggression
with aggressive forms of punishment. Also, model acceptable behavior as a caretaker by

V
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managing your own temper. Remember that occasional outbursts are normal. If aggressive
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behavior continues for more than a few weeks, consult a pediatrician or mental health
professional.'


National Association of School Psychologists: 'Overly aggressive behavior can signify a social

W

skills deficit; direct instruction, modeling, and coaching can help children acquire the skill of

W

assertion, which as a replacement behavior may help prevent aggressive behavior.':

W

5. Biology of aggression

Aggression is directed to and often originates from outside stimuli, but has a very distinct
internal character. Using various techniques and experiments, scientists have been able to
explore the relationships between various parts of the body and aggression.
5.1. Aggression in the brain
Many researchers focus on the brain to explain aggression. The areas involved in
aggression in mammals include the amygdala, hypothalamus, prefrontal cortex,
cingulate cortex, hippocampus, septal nuclei, and periaqueductal gray of the midbrain.
Because of the difficulties in determining the intentions of animals, aggression is defined
in neuroscience research as behavior directed at an object or animal which results in
damage or harm to that object or animal.
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The hypothalamus and periaqueductal gray of the midbrain are the most critical areas
controlling aggression in mammals, as shown in studies on cats, rats, and monkeys.
These brain areas control the expression of all the behavioral and autonomic components
of aggression in these species, including vocalization. They have direct connections with
both the brainstem nuclei controlling these functions and areas such as the amygdala and
prefrontal cortex.

Electrical stimulation of the hypothalamus causes aggressive behavior the hypothalamus
expresses receptors that help determine aggression levels based on their interactions with
the neurotransmitters serotonin and vasopressin.

N
I
.
E

The amygdala is also critically involved in aggression. Stimulation of the amygdala
results in augmented aggressive behavior in hamsters, while lesions of an evolutionarily
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homologous area in the lizard greatly reduce competitive drive and aggression. Several
experiments in attack-primed Syrian Golden Hamsters support the claim of the amygdala
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being involved in control of aggression. Using expression of c-fos as a
neuroanatomically localized marker of activity, the neural circuitry involved in the state

W

of attack readiness in attack primed hamsters was studied. The results showed that
certain structures of the amygdala were involved in aggressiveness: the medial nucleus

W

and the cortical nuclei showed distinct differences in involvement as compared to other

W

structures such as the lateral and basolateral nuclei and central nucleus of the amygdala,
which were not associated with any substantial changes in aggressiveness. In addition, cfos expression was found most clearly in the most dorsal and caudal aspects of the
corticomedial amygdala (CMA). In the same study, it was also shown that lesions of the
CMA significantly reduced the number of aggressive behaviors. Eight of eleven subjects
failed to attack. Also a correlation between lesion site and attack latency was
determined: the more anterior the lesion, the longer mean elapsed time to the aggressive
behavior .
The prefrontal cortex (PFC) has been implicated in aggressive psychopathology.
Reduced activity of the prefrontal cortex, in particular its medial and orbitofrontal
portions, has been associated with violent/antisocial aggression. Specifically, regulation
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of the levels of the neurotransmitter serotonin in the PFC has been connected with a
particular type of pathological aggression, induced by subjecting genetically
predisposed, aggressive, wild-type mice to repeated winning experience; the male mice
selected from aggressive lines had lower serotonin tissue levels in the PFC than the lowaggressive lines in this study .

5.2. Neurotransmitters and hormones
Various neurotransmitters and hormones have been shown to correlate with aggressive
behavior. The most often mentioned of these is the hormone testosterone. In one source,
it was noted that concentration of testosterone most clearly correlated with aggressive
responses involving provocation. In adulthood, it is clear that testosterone is not related
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to any consistent methods of measuring aggression on personality scales, but several
studies of the concentration of blood testosterone of convicted male criminals who

V
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committed violent crimes compared to males without a criminal record or who

committed non-aggressive crimes revealed in most cases that men who were judged
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aggressive/dominant had higher blood concentrations of testosterone than controls.
However, a correlation between testosterone levels and aggression does not prove a

W

causal role for testosterone. Studies of testosterone levels of male athletes before and
after a competition revealed that testosterone levels rise shortly before their matches, as

W

if in anticipation of the competition, and are dependent on the outcome of the event:

W

testosterone levels of winners are high relative to those of losers. Interestingly,
testosterone levels in female criminals versus females without a criminal record mirror
those of males: testosterone levels are higher in women who commit aggressive crimes
or are deemed aggressive by their peers than non-aggressive females. However, no
specific response of testosterone levels to competition was observed in female athletes,
although a mood difference was noted. Testosterone has been shown to correlate with
aggressive behavior in mice and in some humans, but in contrast to some long-standing
theories, various experiments have failed to find a relationship between testosterone
levels and aggression in humans. The possible correlation between testosterone and
aggression could explain the "roid rage" that can result from anabolic steroid use,
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although an effect of abnormally high levels of steroids does not prove an effect at
physiological levels.
Another line of research has focused more on the effects of circulating testosterone on
the nervous system mediated by local metabolism within the brain. Testosterone can be
metabolized to 17b-estradiol by the enzyme aromatase or to 5a-dihydrotestosterone by
5a-reductase. Aromatase is highly expressed in regions involved in the regulation of
aggressive behavior, such as the amygdala and hypothalamus. In studies using genetic
knock out techniques in inbred mice, male mice that lacked a functional aromatase
enzyme displayed a marked reduction in aggression. Long-term treatment of these mice
with estradiol partially restored aggressive behavior, suggesting that the neural
conversion of circulating testosterone to estradiol and its effect on estrogen receptors

N
I
.
E

affects inter-male aggression. Also, two different estrogen receptors, ERa and ERb, have
been identified as having the ability to exert different effects on aggression. In studies
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using estrogen receptor knockout mice, individuals lacking a functional ERa displayed
markedly reduced inter-male aggression while male mice that lacked a functional ERb
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exhibited normal or slightly elevated levels of aggressive behavior. These results imply
that ERa facilitates male-male aggression, where as ERb may inhibit aggression.

W

However, different strains of mice show the opposite pattern in that aromatase activity is
negatively correlated with aggressive behavior. Also, in a different strain of mice the

W

behavioral effect of estradiol is dependent on daylength: under long-days (16h of light)

W

estradiol reduces aggression, and under short-days (8h of light) estradiol rapidly
increases aggression .
Glucocorticoids also play an important role in regulating aggressive behavior. In adult
rats, acute injections of corticosterone promote aggressive behavior and acute reduction
of corticosterone decreases aggression; however, a chronic reduction of corticosterone
levels can produce abnormally aggressive behavior. In addition, glucocorticoids affect
development of aggression and establishment of social hierarchies. Adult mice with low
baseline levels of corticosterone are more likely to become dominant than are mice with
high baseline corticosterone levels .
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Dehydroepiandrosterone (DHEA) is the most abundant circulating androgen and can be
rapidly metabolized within target tissues into potent androgens and estrogens. Gonadal
steroids generally regulate aggression during the breeding season, but non-gonadal
steroids may regulate aggression during the non-breeding season. Castration of various
species in the non-breeding season has no effect on territorial aggression. In several
avian studies, circulating DHEA has been found to be elevated in birds during the nonbreeding season. These data support the idea that non-breeding birds combine adrenal
and/or gonadal DHEA synthesis with neural DHEA metabolism to maintain territorial
behavior when gonadal testosterone secretion is low. Similar results have been found in
studies involving different strains of rats, mice, and hamsters. DHEA levels also have
been studied in humans and may play a role in human aggression. Circulating DHEAS
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(its sulfated ester) levels rise during adrenarche (~7 years of age) while plasma

testosterone levels are relatively low. This implies that aggression in pre-pubertal
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children with aggressive conduct disorder might be correlated with plasma DHEAS
rather than plasma testosterone, suggesting an important link between DHEAS and
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human aggressive behavior .
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Another chemical messenger with implications for aggression is the neurotransmitter
serotonin. In various experiments, serotonin action was shown to be negatively

W

correlated with aggression. This correlation with aggression helps to explain the

W

aggression-reducing effects of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors such as fluoxetine,
aka prozac.

While serotonin and testosterone have been the two most researched chemical
messengers with regards to aggression, other neurotransmitters and hormones have been
shown to relate to aggressive behavior as well. The neurotransmitter vasopressin causes
an increase in aggressive behavior when present in large amounts in the anterior
hypothalamus. The effects of norepinephrine, cortisol, and other neurotransmitters are
still being studied.

5.3. Genetics and aggression
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In a nonmammilian example, the fruitless gene in Drosophila melanogaster is a critical
determinant for how fruit flies fight. Patterns of aggression can be switched, with males
using female patterns of aggression or females using male patterns, by manipulating
either the fruitless or transformer genes in the brain. Candidate genes for differentiating
aggression between the sexes are the Sry (sex determining region Y) gene, located on the
Y chromosome and the Sts (steroid sulfatase) gene. The Sts gene encodes the steroid
sulfatase enzyme, which is pivotal in the regulation of neurosteroid biosynthesis. It is
expressed in both sexes, is correlated with levels of aggression among male mice, and
increases dramatically in females after parturition and during lactation, corresponding to
the onset of maternal aggression.
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Topic : Criminal Psychopathy
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Topic Objective:

W

After studying this topic the student should be able:

W



Define Psychopathy



Discuss the Hare's Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R)



Define the PCL-R Factors



Define Legal definition of sexual predators



Explain the The PrimarySecondary distinction



Discuss the Relationship to other terms



Understand the Childhood precursors



Distinguish between Discrete vs. continuous dimension

W
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Definition/Overview:
The primary psychopath, a clinical designation attributed to psychologist Robert Hare,
demonstrates a variety of behavioral and neurophysiological characteristics that differentiates
him or her from other groups of individuals. Psychopaths most often function in society as
charming, daring, witty, intelligent individuals, high on charisma but low on emotional reaction
and affect. They appear to lack moral standards or to manifest genuine sensitivity toward others.
Primary psychopaths should be distinguished from people who are psychotic, neurotic, or
emotionally disturbed. They also should be distinguished from sociopaths, who are similar in
many ways, as well as from individuals with an antisocial personality disorder. As noted in the
topic, though, psychopathy and APD have become almost indistinguishable in much of the
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literature. Hare has proposed the term criminal psychopath to describe those psychopaths who
persistently and repetitively violate the law. In this sense, the criminal psychopath, the sociopath,
and the individual with an antisocial personality disorder are similar in their offending patterns.

V
S

S
.B

Neurophysiological research suggests that psychopaths are different from the rest of the
population on a number of physiological measures. They seem to be underaroused, both

W

autonomically and cortically, a finding that may account for their difficulty in learning the rules

W

of society. There is some evidence to suggest that with adequate incentives, psychopaths may
learn societal expectations very well, but for the most part the treatment research in this area is

W

quite pessimistic.

Contemporary researchers have devised a large number of psychological measures to assess the
presence of psychopathy in specific populations. In addition, current research has focused on
juvenile psychopathy and, to a lesser extent, on gender differences in psychopathy. Studies of the
psychopaths childhood indicate commonalities that suggest it can be identified early. However,
the topic of juvenile psychopathy is extremely controversial. Some researchers believe the
construct does not exist, others believe it is inappropriately measured, and many if not most are
concerned about the effects of attaching a pessimistic label to juveniles. Research on female
psychopaths suggests that male and female psychopaths do not differ significantly on behavioral
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characteristics, though there is slightly more emphasis among females on sexual acting-out
behavior. This probably reflects a cultural bias, however, since women have been traditionally
chastised more than men for behavior deemed inappropriate according to sexual mores.

We should note that students are often so fascinated with the construct of psychopathy that they
tend to see psychopaths everywhere around them. Likewise, estimates of psychopathy, even in
incarcerated populations, should be made very guardedly. A major objective of the topic is to
present psychopathy as a neurologically-based clinical construct, characteristic of a very small
percentage of the population, and one that continues to attract considerable research attention.
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Psychopath: The psychopath is defined by a continual seeking of instant gratification in
criminal, sexual, or aggressive impulses. It is frequently co-morbid with other psychological
disorders (particularly narcissistic personality disorder). The psychopath differs slightly from the

V
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sociopath, and even more so from an individual with antisocial personality disorder.
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Nevertheless, the three are frequently used interchangeably. While all psychopaths have
antisocial personality disorder, only some individuals with antisocial personality disorder are
psychopaths. Many psychologists believe that psychopathy falls on a spectrum of disorders

W

ranging from narcissistic personality disorder on the low end, malignant narcissism in the

W

middle, and psychopathy on the high end. An almost all-pervasive misconception is that
psychopaths are doomed to a life of violence and crime. It is possible for psychopaths to become

W

successful in many lines of work, while many also become lazy underachievers. Psychopathy is
frequently mistaken with other similar personality disorders, such as dissocial personality
disorder, narcissistic personality disorder, and schizoid personality disorder (as well as others).

Primary psychopathy: Primary psychopathy was defined by those following this theory as the
root disorder in patients diagnosed with it, whereas secondary psychopathy was defined as an
aspect of another psychiatric disorder or social circumstances. Today, primary psychopaths are
considered to have mostly Factor 1 traits from the PCL-R (arrogance, callousness,
manipulativeness, lying) whereas secondary psychopaths have a majority of Factor 2 traits
(impulsivity, boredom proneness, irresponsibility, lack of long-term goals).Secondary
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psychopaths show normal to above-normal physiological responses to (perceived) potential
threats. Their crimes tend to be unplanned and impulsive with little thought of the consequences.
Including to those using this theory, this type have hot tempers and are prone to reactive
aggression. They experience normal to above-normal levels of anxiety but are nevertheless
highly stimulus seeking and have trouble tolerating boredom. Their lifestyle may lead to
depression and even suicide.

Dissocial personality disorder: Dissocial personality disorder is one of several psychopathic
personality disorders, each of which has different operational definitions and terminologies
depending on the system of classification of mental disorders used. Psychopathy is a general
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construct that differs from the specific diagnoses of antisocial, psychopathic, dissocial, and
sociopathic personality disorders, the various diagnostic classifications for psychopathy.
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Dissocial personality disorder is the diagnostic category established for psychopathy in the ICD10 diagnostic criteria developed by the World Health Organization (WHO). It is conceptually
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similar to the DSM-IV-TR diagnostic criteria for Antisocial personality disorder

W

Antisocial personality disorder (APD): Antisocial personality disorder is a mental disorder

W

defined by the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual: "The

W

essential feature for the diagnosis is a pervasive pattern of disregard for, and violation of, the
rights of others that begins in childhood or early adolescence and continues into adulthood."
Deceit and manipulation are considered essential features of the disorder. Therefore it is essential
in making the diagnosis to collect material from sources other than the individual being
diagnosed. Also, the individual must be age 18 or older as well as have a documented history of
a conduct disorder before the age of 15. The PCL-R: is a clinical rating scale (rated by a
psychologist or other professional) of 20 items. Each of the items in the PCL-R is scored on a
three-point (0, 1, 2) scale according to specific criteria through file information and a semistructured interview. A value of 0 is assigned if the item does not apply, 1 if it applies somewhat,
and 2 if it fully applies. In addition to lifestyle and criminal behavior the checklist assesses glib
and superficial charm, grandiosity, need for stimulation, pathological lying, cunning and
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manipulating, lack of remorse, callousness, poor behavioral controls, impulsivity,
irresponsibility, failure to accept responsibility for one's own actions and so forth. The scores are
used to predict risk for criminal re-offence and probability of rehabilitation.

Recidivism: is the act of a person repeating an undesirable behavior after they have either
experienced negative consequences of that behavior, or have been treated or trained to extinguish
that behavior. The term is most frequently used in conjunction with substance abuse and criminal
behavior. For example, scientific literature may refer to the recidivism of sexual offenders,
meaning the frequency with which they are detected or apprehended committing additional
sexual crimes after being released from prison for similar crimes. (If to be counted as recidivism
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the re-offending requires voluntary disclosure or arrest and conviction, the real recidivism rate
may differ substantially from reported rates.) As another example, alcoholic recidivism might

V
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refer to the proportion of people who, after successful treatment, report having, or are determined
to have, returned to the abuse of alcohol.

W

W

Key Points:
1. Psychopathy
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The origins of the concept of psychopathy go back to Theophrastus, a student of Aristotle, whose
description of The Unscrupulous Man embodies the characteristics of psychopathy.

In 1801, Philippe Pinel described patients who were mentally unimpaired but nonetheless
engaged in impulsive and self-defeating acts. He saw them as la folie raisonnante ("insane
without delirium") meaning they fully understood the irrationality of their behavior but
continued with it anyway. By the turn of the century, Henry Maudsley had begun writing about
the "moral imbecile", and was arguing such individuals could not be rehabilitated by the
correctional system. Maudsley included the psychopath's immunity to the reformational effects
of punishment, owing to their refusal to anticipate further failure, and punishment. In 1904, Emil
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Kraepelin described four types of personalities similar to antisocial personality disorder. By 1915
he had identified them as defective in either affect or volition, dividing the types further into
different categories, only some of which correspond to the current descriptions of antisocial
personality disorder. The Mask of Sanity by Hervey M. Cleckley, M.D., first published in 1941,
is considered a seminal work and the most influential clinical description of psychopathy in the
20th century. The basic elements of psychopathy outlined by Cleckley are still relevant today.
The title refers to the "mask" of normality that conceals the mental disorder of the psychopathic
person. Otto Kernberg believed psychopathy should fall under a spectrum of pathological
narcissism, that ranged from narcissistic personality on the low end, malignant narcissism in the
middle, and psychopathy at the high end. Because of the psychopath's inability to internalize
superego precursors, they are typically unable to learn from past mistakes, and are completely
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devoid of a conscience.
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Lack of a conscience in conjunction with a weak ability to defer gratification and/or control
aggressive desires, often leads to antisocial behaviors. Psychopathy does not necessarily lead
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itself to criminal and violent behavior. Instead, psychopaths high in social cognition may be able
to redirect their antisocial desires in a different, non-criminal manner.

W

Psychopaths (and others on the pathological narcissism scale) low in social cognition are more
prone to violence against others, failure in occupational settings, and problems maintaining

W

relationships. All psychopaths differ in their impulse control abilities, and overall desires.

W

Psychopaths high in the pathological narcissism scale are more equipped to succeed, but
pathological narcissism does not in any way guarantee success.

2. Hare's Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R)
In contemporary research, psychopathy has been most frequently operationalized by Dr.Robert
D. Hare's Psychopathy Checklist-Revised (PCL-R). The checklist assesses both interpersonal
and affective components as well as lifestyle and antisocial deficits. However, the research
results cannot be easily extrapolated to the clinical diagnoses of dissocial personality disorder or
antisocial personality disorder. A sample research finding is that between 50 percent and 80
percent of prisoners in England and Wales meet the diagnostic criteria of dissocial personality
disorder, but only 15 percent would be predicted to be psychopathic as measured by the PCL-R.
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Therefore, the findings drawn from psychopathy research have not yet been shown to be relevant
as an aid to diagnosis and treatment of dissocial or antisocial personality disorders.
2.1. Hare's items
The following findings are for research purposes only, and are not used in clinical
diagnosis. These items cover the affective, interpersonal, and behavioral features. Each
item is rated on a score from zero to two. The sum total determines the extent of a
person's psychopathy.
Factor1: Aggressive narcissism
o

Glibness/superficial charm

o

Grandiose sense of self-worth

o

Pathological lying

o

Cunning/manipulative

o

Lack of remorse or guilt

o

Shallow

o

Callous/lack of empathy

o

Failure to accept responsibility for own actions

o

Promiscuous sexual behavior
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Factor2: Socially deviant lifestyle

W

o

Need for stimulation/proneness to boredom

o

Parasitic lifestyle

o

Poor behavioral control

o

Lack of realistic, long-term goals

o

Impulsivity

o

Irresponsibility

o

Juvenile delinquency

o

Early behavior problems

o

Revocation of conditional release

W

Traits not correlated with either factor
o

Many short-term marital relationships

o

Criminal versatility
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In practice, mental health professionals rarely treat psychopathic personality disorders as they are
considered untreatable and no interventions have proved to be effective. In England and Wales
the diagnosis of dissocial personality disorder is grounds for detention in secure psychiatric
hospitals under the Mental Health Act if they have committed serious crimes, but since such
individuals are disruptive for other patients and not responsive to treatment this alternative to
prison is not often used.
Because an individual's scores may have important consequences for his or her future, the
potential for harm if the test is used or administered incorrectly is considerable. The test should
only be considered valid if administered by a suitably qualified and experienced clinician under
controlled conditions.
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Hare wants the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders to list psychopathy as a
unique disorder, saying psychopathy has no precise equivalent in either the DSM-IV-TR, where
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it is most strongly correlated with the diagnosis of antisocial personality disorder, or the ICD-10,
which has a partly similar condition called dissocial personality disorder. Both organisations
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view the terms as synonymous. But only a minority of what Hare and his followers would
diagnose as psychopaths who are in institutions are violent offenders. The manipulative skills of

W

some of the others are valued for providing audacious leadership. It is argued psychopathy is
adaptive in a highly competitive environment, because it gets results for both the individual and

W

the corporations or, often small political sects they represent. However, these individuals will

W

often cause long-term harm, both to their co-workers and the organization as a whole, due to
their manipulative, deceitful, abusive, and often fraudulent behaviour.

Hare describes people he calls psychopaths as "intraspecies predators who use charm,
manipulation, intimidation, sex and violence to control others and to satisfy their own selfish
needs. Lacking in conscience and empathy, they take what they want and do as they please,
violating social norms and expectations without guilt or remorse". "What is missing, in other
words, are the very qualities that allow a human being to live in social harmony.
2.2. PCL-R Factors
Early factor analysis of the PCL-R indicated it consisted of two factors. Factor 1
captures traits dealing with the interpersonal and affective deficits of psychopathy (e.g.
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shallow affect, superficial charm, manipulativeness, lack of empathy) whereas Factor 2
dealt with symptoms relating to antisocial behaviour (e.g. criminal versatility,
impulsiveness, irresponsibility, poor behaviour controls, juvenile delinquency). The two
factors have been found by those following this theory to display different correlates.
Factor 1 has been correlated with narcissistic personality disorder, low anxiety, low
empathy, low stress reaction and low suicide risk but high scores on scales of
achievement and well-being. In contrast, Factor 2 was found to be related to antisocial
personality disorder, social deviance, sensation seeking, low socio-economic status and
high risk of suicide. The two factors are nonetheless highly correlated and there are
strong indications they do result from a single underlying disorder. However, research
has failed to replicate the two-factor model in female samples. Recent statistical analysis
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using confirmatory factor analysis by Cooke and Michie indicated a three-factor
structure, with those items from factor 2 strictly relating to antisocial behaviour (criminal
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versatility, juvenile delinquency, revocation of conditional release, early behavioural
problems and poor behavioural controls) removed from the final model. The remain
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items divided into three factors: Arrogant and Deceitful Interpersonal Style, Deficient
Affective Experience and Impulsive and Irresponsible Behavioural Style. In the most

W

recent edition of the PCL-R, Hare adds a fourth antisocial behaviour factor, consisting of
those Factor 2 items excluded in the previous model. Again, these models are presumed

W

to be hierarchical with a single unified psychopathy disorder underlying the distinct but

W

correlated factors.

2.3. Diagnostic criteria and PCL-R assessment
Psychopathy is most commonly assessed with the PCL-R, which is a clinical rating scale
with 20 items. Each of the items in the PCL-R is scored on a three-point (0, 1, 2) scale
according to two factors. PCL-R Factor 2 is associated with reactive anger, anxiety,
increased risk of suicide, criminality, and impulsive violence. PCL-R Factor 1, in
contrast, is associated with extroversion and positive affect. Factor 1, the so-called core
personality traits of psychopathy, may even be beneficial for the psychopath (in terms of
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nondeviant social functioning). A psychopath will score high on both factors, whereas
someone with APD will score high only on Factor 2.
Both case history and a semi-structured interview are used in the analysis.

3. Symptoms
Common characteristics of those with psychopathy are:


Grandiose sense of self-worth



Superficial charm



Criminal versatility



Reckless disregard for the safety of self or others



Impulse control problems



Irresponsibility



Inability to tolerate boredom



Pathological narcissism



Pathological lying



Shallow affect



Deceitfulness/manipulativeness



Aggressive or violent tendencies, repeated physical fights or assaults on others



Lack of empathy



Lack of remorse, indifferent to or rationalizes having hurt or mistreated others



A sense of extreme entitlement



Lack of or diminished levels of anxiety/nervousness and other emotions



Promiscuous sexual behavior, sexually deviant lifestyle



Poor judgment, failure to learn from experience



Lack of personal insight



Failure to follow any life plan



Abuse of drugs including alcohol



Inability to distinguish right from wrong
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4. Legal definition of sexual predators
Psychopathy has quite separate legal and judicial definitions that should not be confused with the
medical definition. The American Psychiatric Association is vigorously opposing any nonmedical or legal definition of what purports to be a medical condition "without regard for
scientific and clinical knowledge". Various states and nations have at various times enacted laws
specific to dealing with psychopaths. In the United States approximately twenty states currently
have provisions for the involuntary civil commitment for sex offenders or sexual predators,
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under Sexually violent predator acts, avoiding the use of the term "psychopath". These statutes
and provisions are controversial and are being reviewed by the U.S. Supreme Court as a
violation of a person's Fourteenth Amendment rights.


V
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Washington State Legislature defines a "Psychopathic personality" to mean "the existence in any

S
.B

person of such hereditary, congenital or acquired condition affecting the emotional or volitional
rather than the intellectual field and manifested by anomalies of such character as to render
satisfactory social adjustment of such person difficult or impossible". The same statute defines

W

the "sexual psychopath" as "any person who is affected in a form of psychoneurosis or in a form

W

of psychopathic personality, which form predisposes such person to the commission of sexual
offenses in a degree constituting him a menace to the health or safety of others" for prison

W

sentencing purposes in the Sentencing Reform Act of 1981.


California enacted a psychopathic offender law in 1939, since greatly outmoded and revised. that
defined a psychopath solely in terms of offenders with a predisposition "to the commission of
sexual offenses against children." A 1941 law attempted to further clarify this to the point where
anyone examined and found to be psychopathic was to be committed to a state hospital and
anyone else was to be sentenced by the courts. However, these laws were enacted years before
the American Psychiatric Association began publishing the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders which is used today for diagnosis and does not include "psychopathic
offender". Hence, these laws are of historical interest only.



In the United Kingdom, "Psychopathic Disorder" is legally defined in the Mental Health Act
(UK) as, "a persistent disorder or disability of mind (whether or not including significant
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impairment of intelligence) which results in abnormally aggressive or seriously irresponsible
conduct on the part of the person concerned."

5. The PrimarySecondary distinction
Primary psychopathy was defined by those following this theory as the root disorder in patients
diagnosed with it, whereas secondary psychopathy was defined as an aspect of another
psychiatric disorder or social circumstances. Today, primary psychopaths are considered to have
mostly Factor 1 traits from the PCL-R (arrogance, callousness, manipulativeness, lying) whereas
secondary psychopaths have a majority of Factor 2 traits (impulsivity, boredom proneness,
irresponsibility, lack of long-term goals).Secondary psychopaths show normal to above-normal
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physiological responses to (perceived) potential threats. Their crimes tend to be unplanned and
impulsive with little thought of the consequences. According to those using this theory, this type
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have hot tempers and are prone to reactive aggression. They experience normal to above-normal
levels of anxiety but are nevertheless highly stimulus-seeking and have trouble tolerating

S
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boredom. Their lifestyle may lead to depression and even suicide.

W

Mealey uses the term "primary psychopathy" to differentiate between psychopathy that is
biological in origin and "secondary psychopathy" that results from a combination of genetic and

W

environmental influences. Lykken prefers sociopathy to describe the latter.

W

Sellbom and Ben-Porath describe the distinction:

Some people who engage in violent behavior possess psychopathic personality traits, such as
callousness, grandiosity, and fearlessness, and presumably engage in such conduct because they
care little about others. Others are impulsive and experience considerable anger, anxiety, and
distress and may commit violent acts as a reaction to negative emotions, which are sometimes
referred to as "crimes of passion." Indeed, the distinction between primary and secondary
psychopathy (including so-called neurotic psychopathy) has long been noted in the psychopathy
literature.
This distinction closely resembles the distinction between instrumental and impulsive/reactive
crime/violence in the field of criminology. Joseph P. Newman et al, who use this concept of
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psychopathy, have validated David T. Lykken's conceptualization of psychopathy subtypes in
relation to Gray's behavioral activation system and behavioral inhibition system. Newman et al.
found measures of primary psychopathy to be negatively correlated with Gray's behavioral
inhibition system, a construct intended to measure behavioral inhibition from cues of punishment
or nonreward. In contrast, measures of secondary psychopathy to be positively correlated with
Gray's behavioral activation system, a construct intended to measure sensitivity to cues of
behavioral approach.

6. Relationship to sociopathy
The difference between sociopathy and psychopathy, according to Hare, may "reflect the user's
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views on the origins and determinates of the disorder."

David T. Lykken proposes that psychopathy and sociopathy are two distinct kinds of antisocial
personality disorder. He holds that psychopaths are born with temperamental differences such as

V
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impulsivity, cortical underarousal, and fearlessness that lead them to risk-seeking behavior and
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an inability to internalize social norms. Sociopaths, on the other hand, he believes to have
relatively normal temperaments; their personality disorder being more an effect of negative
sociological factors like parental neglect, delinquent peers, poverty, and extremely low or

W

extremely high intelligence. Both personality disorders are, of course, the result of an interaction

W

between genetic predispositions and environmental factors, but psychopathy leans towards the
hereditary whereas sociopathy tends towards the environmental.

W

7. Relationship to Antisocial personality disorder
The criteria for Antisocial Personality Disorder were derived from the Research Diagnositic
Criteria developed by Spitzer, Endicott and Robbins (1978). There was concern in the
development of DSM-IV that there was too much emphasis on research data and not enough on
the more traditional psychopathic traits such as a lack of empathy, superficial charm, and inflated
self appraisal. Field trial data indicated that some of these traits of psychopathy derived from the
Psychopathy Checklist developed by Hare et al., 1992, were difficult to assess reliably and thus
were not included. Lack of remorse is an example. The antisocial person may express genuine or
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false guilt or remorse and/or offer excuses and rationalizations. However, a history of criminal
acts in itself suggests little remorse or guilt.
The American Psychiatric Association removed the word "psychopathy" or "psychopathic", and
started using the term "Antisocial Personality" to cover the disorder in DSM-II.
The World Health Organization's stance in its ICD-10 refers to psychopathy, sociopathy,
antisocial personality, asocial personality, and amoral personality as synonyms for dissocial
personality disorder. Further, the DSM was meant as a diagnostic guide, and the term psychopath
best fit the criteria met for antisocial personality disorder.

8. Relationship to sex offenders
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No clinical definition of psychopathy indicates that psychopaths are especially prone to commit
sexually-oriented murders, and scientific studies do not suggest that a large proportion of
psychopaths have committed these crimes. Although some claim a large proportion of such

V
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offenders have been classified as psychopathic, this evidence comes from single, unrepeated

S
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research study using the Rorschach Inkblot Test, an invalid test for psychopathy and for sex
offenders, references not considering psychopathy, and studies concerning sexual homicide, a
somewhat different population than the general class of sex offenders and not from meta-studies

W

combining repeatable results.

9. Research findings

W

W

The prototypical psychopath has deficits or deviances in several areas: interpersonal
relationships, emotion, and self-control. Psychopaths lack a sense of guilt or remorse for any
harm they may have caused others, instead rationalizing the behavior, blaming someone else, or
denying it outright. Psychopaths also lack empathy towards others in general, resulting in
tactlessness, insensitivity, and contemptuousness. All of this belies their tendency to make a
good, likable first impression. Psychopaths have a superficial charm about them, enabled by a
willingness to say anything without concern for accuracy or truth.

This extends into their pathological lying and willingness to con and manipulate others for
personal gain or amusement. The prototypical psychopath's emotions are described as a shallow
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affect, meaning their overall way of relating is characterized by mere displays of friendliness and
other emotion for personal gain; the displayed emotion need not correlate with felt emotion, in
other words. Shallow affect also describes the psychopath's tendency for genuine emotion to be
short lived and egocentric with an overall cold demeanor. Their behavior is impulsive and
irresponsible, often failing to keep a job or defaulting on debts. Most research studies of
psychopaths have taken place among prison populations. This remains a limitation on its
applicability to a general population.
It has been shown that punishment and behavior modification techniques do not improve the
behavior of what Hare and other followers of this theory call a psychopath. They have been
regularly observed to respond to both by becoming more cunning and hiding their behavior
better. It has been suggested by them that traditional therapeutic approaches actually make
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psychopaths if not worse, then far more adept at manipulating others and concealing their
behavior. They are generally considered to be not only incurable but also untreatable.

V
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Psychopaths also have a markedly distorted sense of the potential consequences of their actions,
not only for others, but also for themselves. They do not, for example, deeply recognize the risk

S
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of being caught, disbelieved or injured as a result of their behaviour. Psychopaths may often be
successful in the military, as they will more readily participate in combat than most soldiers.

10. Childhood precursors

W

W

Psychopathy is not normally diagnosed in children or adolescents, and some jurisdictions

W

explicitly forbid diagnosing psychopathy and similar personality disorders in minors.
Psychopathic tendencies can sometimes be recognized in childhood or early adolescence and, if
recognised, are diagnosed as conduct disorder. It must be stressed that not all children diagnosed
with conduct disorder grow up to be psychopaths, or even disordered at all, but these childhood
signs are found in significantly higher proportions in psychopaths than in the general population.
Conduct disorder, as well as a related disorder, Oppositional Defiant Disorder, can sometimes
develop into adult psychopathy. However, conduct disorder "fails to capture the emotional,
cognitive and interpersonality traits - egocentricity, lack of remorse, empathy or guilt - that are
so important in the diagnosis of psychopathy."
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Children showing strong psychopathic precursors often appear immune to punishment; nothing
seems to modify their undesirable behavior. Consequently parents usually give up, and the
behavior worsens. The following childhood indicators are to be seen not as to the type of
behavior, but as to its relentless and unvarying occurrence. Not all must be present concurrently,
but at least a number of them need to be present over a period of years:


An extended period of bedwetting past the preschool years that is not due to any medical
problem.



Cruelty to animals beyond an angry outburst.



Firesetting and other vandalism. Not to be confused with playing with matches, which is not
uncommon for preschoolers. This is the deliberate setting of destructive fires with utter disregard
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for the property and lives of others.


Lying, often without discernible objectives, extending beyond a child's normal impulse not to be

V
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punished. Lies that are so extensive that it is often impossible to know lies from truth.


Theft and truancy.



Aggression to peers, not necessarily physical, which can include getting others into trouble or a
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campaign of psychological torment.

W

W

The three indicatorsbedwetting, cruelty to animals and firestarting, known as the MacDonald
triadwere first described by J.M. MacDonald as indicators of psychopathy. The relevance of

W

these indicators to serial murder etiology has since been called into question, and they are
considered irrelevant to psychopathy.

The question of whether young children with early indicators of psychopathy respond poorly to
intervention compared to conduct disordered children without these traits have only recently
been examined in controlled clinical research. The empirical findings from this research have
been consistent with broader anecdotal evidence, pointing to poor treatment outcomes.
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11. Discrete vs. continuous dimension
As part of the larger debate on whether personality disorders are distinct from normal personality
or extremes on various dimensions of normal personality is the debate on whether psychopathy
represents something "qualitatively different" from normal personality or a "continuous
dimension" shading from normality into severely psychopathic. Early taxonometric analysis
from Harris and colleagues indicated that a discrete category may underlie psychopathy,
however this was only found for the behavioural Factor 2 items, indicating that this analysis may
be related to Anti-social Personality Disorder rather than psychopathy per se. Marcus, John, and
Edens more recently performed a series of statistical analysis on previously attained PCLR and
PPI scores and concluded that psychopathy may best be conceptualized as having a "dimensional
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latent structure" like depression.

In contrast, the PCLR sets a score of 30 out of 40 for North American male inmates as its cut-off
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point for a diagnosis of psychopathy, however this is an arbitrary cut-off and should not be taken
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to reflect any sort of underlying structure for the disorder.

12. Perceptual/emotional recognition deficits

W

In a study, David Kosson and Yana Suchy, et al. asked psychopathic inmates to name the

W

emotion expressed on each of 30 faces; compared to controls, psychopaths had a significantly

W

lower rate of accuracy in recognizing disgusted facial affect but a higher rate of accuracy in
recognizing anger. Additionally, when "conditions designed to minimize the involvement of lefthemispheric mechanisms" (i.e. sadness) were used, psychopaths had more difficulty accurately
identifying emotions. This study did not replicate Blaire, et al.'s findings that psychopaths are
specifically less sensitive to nonverbal cues of fear or distress.

In a 2002 experiment, Blair, Mitchell, et al. used the Vocal Affect Recognition Test to measure
psychopaths' recognition of the emotional intonation given to connotatively neutral words.
Psychopaths tended to make more recognition errors than controls with a particularly high rate of
error for sad and fearful vocal affect.
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A 2004 experiment tested the hypothesis of overselective attention in psychopaths using two
forms of the Stroop color-word and picture-word tasks: with color/picture and word separated
and with color/picture and word together. They found that in the separated Stroop tasks,
psychopaths performed significantly worse than controls; however, on standard Stroop tasks,
psychopaths performed equally well as controls.
When split into low-anxious and high-anxious groups, low-anxious psychopaths and lowanxious controls showed less interference on the separated Stroop tasks than their high-anxious
counterparts; for low-anxious psychopaths, interference was very nearly zero. They conclude
that the inability to integrate contextual cues depends on the cues' relationship to "the
deliberately attended, goal-relevant information."

Topic : Crime And Mental Disorders
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Topic Objective:

After studying this topic the student should be able:

W



Define Crime And Mental Disorders



Explain the Non-Substance-Related Mental Disorders



Discuss the Prisoners of mental disorder



Define Violence

W

W

Definition/Overview:
This topic focuses on the relationship between mentally disordered individuals and crime. As a
group, the mentally disordered are no more likely than others to commit crime, including violent
crime. In addition, despite our difficulty comprehending heinous and bizarre offenses, they are
often not perpetrated by mentally disordered individuals. The exception may be the antisocial
personality disorder, a catch-all category that tends to be overused when no other clinical
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diagnosis is appropriate. We begin the topic with discussion of the Andrea Yates which, while
clearly atypical, nevertheless illustrates societys dilemma when faced with a seriously disordered
individual who has committed heart-wrenching acts. Yates is not the cold-blooded psychopathic
killer depicted in sensational films. Her journey through the mental health and legal systems is
one that instructors can refer to repeatedly as they discuss various concepts covered in the topic.
After introductory material on the definition of mental illness, we describe the DSM-IV and
DSM-IV-R, reviewing the diagnostic categories that were most likely to accompany serious
criminal behavior: the schizophrenic, paranoid, mood disorders (e.g., serious depression) and
antisocial personality disorder, the diagnosis that arguably is the most frequently given to
defendants and prisoners when a diagnosis is sought. The present topicalso focuses on the two
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legal designations used for mentally disordered individuals, Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity
(NGRI) and Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST). Insanity standards are reviewed, and the topic
ends with special defenses that are sometimes used to excuse defendants charged with criminal
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behavior, particularly but not exclusively, violent behavior.
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The main messages of the topic remain: Much mythology continues to surround the mentally
disordered. Most are not dangerous, although recent research indicates that the combination of

W

past violent behavior and a current serious mental disorder is a high risk for violence. On the
whole, however, mentally disordered individuals are not dangerous to others.

W

W

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders : The Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) is an American handbook for mental health professionals
that lists different categories of mental disorders and the criteria for diagnosing them, according
to the publishing organization the American Psychiatric Association. It is used worldwide by
clinicians and researchers as well as insurance companies, pharmaceutical companies and policy
makers. The DSM, including DSM-IV, is a registered trademark belonging to the American
Psychiatric Association. It has attracted controversy and criticism as well as praise. There have
been five revisions of the DSM since it was first published in 1952. The last major revision was
the DSM-IV published in 1994, although a "text revision" was produced in 2000. The DSM-V is
currently in consultation, planning and preparation, due for publication in May 2012. An early
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draft will be released for comment in 2009. The mental disorders section of the International
Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD) is another commonlyused guide, and the two classifications use the same diagnostic codes.

Schizophrenia: Schizophrenia is a psychiatric diagnosis that describes a mental illness
characterized by impairments in the perception or expression of reality, most commonly
manifesting as auditory hallucinations, paranoid or bizarre delusions or disorganized speech and
thinking in the context of significant social or occupational dysfunction. Onset of symptoms
typically occurs in young adulthood, with approximately 0.40.6% of the population affected.
Diagnosis is based on the patient's self-reported experiences and observed behavior. No
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laboratory test for schizophrenia currently exists.

V
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Delusion: A delusion is defined as a fixed false belief which is not culturally determined or
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shared with a large group of people (although shared delusions can occur with small groups of
people). In everyday language a delusion is a belief that is either false, fanciful or derived from

W

deception, and In psychiatry, the definition is necessarily more precise and implies that the belief
is pathological (the result of an illness or illness process). As a pathology it is distinct from a

W

belief based on false or incomplete information or certain effects of perception which would

W

more properly be termed an apperception or illusion.

Hallucination: A hallucination in the broadest sense is a perception in the absence of a stimulus.
In a stricter sense, hallucinations are defined as perceptions in a conscious and awake state in the
absence of external stimuli and that have qualities of real perception in that they are vivid,
substantial, and located in external objective space. These definitions distinguish hallucinations
from the related phenomena of dreaming (no consciousness), illusion (distorted or misinterpreted
real perception), imagery (does not mimick real perception and is under voluntary control), and
pseudohallucination (does not mimick real perception, but is not under voluntary control).
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Hallucinations also differ from "delusional perceptions", in which a correctly sensed and
interpreted genuine perception is given some additional (and typically bizarre) significance.

Hallucinations may occur in any sensory modalityvisual, auditory, olfactory, gustatory, tactile,
proprioceptive, equilibrioceptive, nociceptive, and thermoceptive.

Delusional disorder: Delusional disorder is a psychiatric diagnosis denoting a psychotic mental
illness that involves holding one or more non-bizarre delusions in the absence of any other
significant psychopathology (signs or symptoms of mental illness). In particular, a person with
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delusional disorder has never met any other criteria for schizophrenia and does not have any
marked hallucinations, although tactile (touch) or olfactory (smell) hallucinations may be present

V
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if they are related to the theme of the delusion.
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Major depressive disorder: Major depressive disorder also known as major depression,
unipolar depression, clinical depression, or simply depression, is a psychiatric disorder

W

characterized by a pervasive low mood, loss of interest in a person's usual activities and

W

diminished ability to experience pleasure. The diagnosis is made if a person has suffered one or

W

more major depressive episodes. The onset is usually in early- to mid-adulthood. Diagnosis is
based on the patient's self-reported experiences and observed behavior. There is no laboratory
test for major depression, although physicians often test for physical conditions that may cause
similar symptoms before arriving at a diagnosis. The course varies widely: it can be a once-in-alifetime event or have multiple recurrences; it can appear either gradually or suddenly; and can
either last for a few months or be a life-long disorder.

Postnatal depression: Postnatal depression is a form of clinical depression which can affect
women, and less frequently men, after childbirth. Studies report prevalence rates among women
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from 5% to 25%, but methodological differences among the studies make the actual prevalence
rate unclear.

Adjudicative competence: Adjudicative competence also referred to as competent to stand trial,
is a legal construct describing the criminal defendant's ability : and participate in legal
proceedings. This includes the defendant's current ability to participate in various pleas and
waivers of rights. It is unrelated to any possibility of an insanity plea. It is also unrelated to the
ability of the defendant to represent himself, or to any evaluation of mitigation factors. The
definition of adjudicative competence was provided by the United States Supreme Court in
Dusky v. United States.
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Key Points:
1. Crime And Mental Disorders

W

Crime is neither mental disorder nor necessarily evidence of such disorder. It is a misconception

W

that all criminals are "sick," especially those who commit apparently senseless crimes or
particularly serious crimes such as murder or rape. The concepts of crime and of mental disorder

W

should be kept distinct. Crime is a violation of the criminal law, whereas mental disorder refers
to behavior that is usually marked by some type of lack of the general capacity for rationality and
accompanying distress or dysfunction. Conduct resulting from mental disorder may or may not
be criminal and people with mental disorder may or may not be legally responsible for the
behavior that mental disorder produces; criminal behavior, by contrast, is often highly rational.
Thus, some crime is the product of mental disorder, but to consider all crime as a manifestation
of such disorder would tend both to eliminate any sensible boundaries to the concept of mental
disorder and to play havoc with generally accepted notions of morality and accountability.
The criminal behavior of people with mental disorders is difficult to estimate with precision
because reliable data are hard to obtain. Many mentally disordered persons and many criminal
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acts never come to the attention of public authorities. Older studies of the issue, although
suggestive, suffered from serious methodological flaws. Based on recent community-based
studies that examine all criminal behavior, whether or not an offender is arrested and convicted,
we can cautiously estimate that, in general, people with major mental disorders, such as
schizophrenia or severe depression, are not at greater risk for criminal behavior than people
without disorder. Drug use is much more closely correlated with criminal behavior than is mental
disorder. People with and without major mental disorders who abuse illegal drugs and alcohol
are equally and far more likely to engage in crime than people who do not use drugs, but people
with mental disorders are about seven times more likely to abuse drugs and alcohol than people
without disorders. Thus, although drug use independently accounts for more crime than does
major mental disorder, the prevalence of criminal behavior among people with mental disorder
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may be greater because they are at much greater risk of drug use. People with less severe mental
disorders, such as personality disorders, are at even greater risk for criminal behavior if they use

V
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illegal drugs and alcohol than people with major mental disorders or people without disorders.
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2. Non-Substance-Related Mental Disorders

The non-substance-related mental disorders that seem to have the strongest relation to crime are

W

antisocial personality disorder (APD) and psychopathy, both of which are personality disorders.

W

People with these disorders are generally in touch with reality and therefore are responsible for
their behavior. APD is widely recognized as a mental disorder by its inclusion in the fourth

W

edition of the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM-IV-TR), but its classification as a mental disorder is problematic. The criteria
for APD, for example, are largely persistent, serious antisocial behaviors and do not include
cognitive or affective psychopathology. These diagnostic criteria virtually guarantee that APD
will be found to a great degree among offenders, but such criteria offer little reason per se to
consider the condition a disorder. Psychopathy is also frequent among prisoners. Psychopathy is
not an officially recognized diagnostic category in DSM-IV, but there are good data to validate
the disorder and it is used by many clinicians. The condition is marked by a wide range of
psychopathology, including extreme egocentricity and lack of the capacity to experience
empathy and guilt, and many psychopaths violate the law. The criteria for psychopathy are more
readily considered psychopathological than antisocial behavior alone, but many claim that

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

72

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

psychopathy is simply a label for people we dislike and fear rather than a genuine disorder.
There is substantial but imperfect overlap between psychopathy and APD: many people who
engage in persistent, serious antisocial behavior are not psychopaths, and many psychopaths are
able to avoid persistent, serious antisocial behavior.
Although older data indicated that prisoners had higher rates of mental disorder, including major
mental disorders, than the population at large, more recent data on the rate of mental disorder
among prisonersclearly only a subset of people who commit crimesindicates that convicted
offenders appear to be no more mentally disordered than nonoffenders. Approximately 20 to 35
percent of the national population actively suffers from some form of mental disorder or has
suffered from mental disorder at some time during their lives, a proportion that is almost
identical in prison populations. The proportion of prisoners who suffer from major mental
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disorders is relatively small, much as it is in the population at large. Recent evidence indicates
that about 16 percent of state prisoners suffer from a current disorder and almost one-third
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reported a current or past condition. State prison inmates with a mental condition are more likely
than other inmates to be incarcerated for a violent offense, to have been under the influence of
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alcohol or drugs at the time of the offense, and more likely to have been homeless in the year
prior to arrest. The data about prisoners may not be representative of the proportion of offenders

W

who suffer from disorders for at least two reasons. Offenders with mental disorders may be in
general less competent and more likely to be caught, and some offenders with disorders may be

W

diverted to the mental health system.

3. Prisoners

W

The generally low rate of severe mental disorders among prisoners is reflected in the small
percentage of felony defendants (probably less than 10%) for whom the question of
incompetence to stand trial is raised and in the even smaller percentage (approximately 12%,
although with substantial variance among jurisdictions) of those who raise the insanity defense.
Defendants are rarely found incompetent to stand trial or not guilty by reason of insanity unless
they are or have been suffering from a major mental disorder and seem grossly out of touch with
reality.
It is a matter of common knowledge that the prison environment is highly stressful, particularly
in ways that may tend to predispose persons to develop mental disorders. Inmates lack the usual
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range of stimuli; they are alienated from normal familial, affectionate, and sexual relationships
and social supports; and they often are fearful for their safety. Consequently, it is predictable that
some prisoners who were previously free of mental disorder will become seriously disordered
while incarcerated.

4. Violence
People with mental disorders are often afraid of violence against them. Over a quarter of
individuals diagnosed with "severe mental illness" accessing community mental health services
in a US inner-city area were found to have been victims of at least one violent crime in a year, a
proportion eleven times higher than the inner-city average. The proportion is many times greater
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in every category of crime, including rape/sexual assault, other violent assaults, and personal and
property theft. Findings consistently indicate that it is many times more likely that people
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diagnosed with a serious mental illness living in the community will be the victims rather than
the perpetrators of violence.
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However, fear of unpredictable violent acts by people with mental illness is also common. One
US national survey indicated that a far higher percentage of Americans rated individuals

W

described as displaying the characteristics of a mental disorder (for example Schizophrenia or

W

Substance Use Disorder) as "likely to do something violent to others" compared to those
described as being 'troubled'. Research indicates, on balance, a higher than average number of
violent acts by some individuals with certain diagnoses, notably antisocial or psychopathic
personality disorders, but conflicting findings about specific symptoms (for example links
between psychosis and violence in community settings) - but the mediating factors of such acts
are most consistently found to be mainly socio-demographic and socio-economic factors such as
being young, male, of lower socio-economic status and, in particular, substance abuse (including
alcohol). For the most serious crimes, such as homicide, some diagnoses are over-represented in
arrests/convictions; however, although high-profile cases have lead to fears that this has
increased due to deinstitutionalization, this does not reflect the evidence.
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Violence related to mental disorder (in either direction) typically occurs in the context of
complex social interactions, often in a family setting rather than between strangers. It is also an
issue in health care settings and the wider community.

Topic : Mental Disorders And Crime: Defendants And Offenders
Topic Objective:
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After studying this topic the student should be able:


Define Mental Illness And Violence



Explain Risk



Discuss Factors affecting violence



Discuss Treatment



Define Implications for the Mentally Ill Inmate



Explain Implications for Society
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Definition/Overview:

Kansas v. Hendricks 521 U.S. 346 (1997) is a case in which U.S. Supreme Court set forth
procedures for the indefinite civil commitment of prisoners convicted of a sex offense whom the
state deems dangerous due to a mental abnormality.

Kansas v. Crane, 534 U.S. 407 (2002) is a United States Supreme Court case in which the court
held that the Kansas Sexually Violent Predator Act (SVPA) is not consistent with substantive
due process if it is applied as written. The court recognized that, five years ago, they upheld the
same statute they were now finding unconstitutional in an appeal to the court by Kansas.
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This topic focuses on the serious mental disorder that accompanies some crimes, both violent
and nonviolent. We begin with an allusion to the deinstitutionalization movement and the effect
this had on both the mentally disordered and the criminal justice system. Law enforcement
officers today continue to encounter the mentally disordered on the streets and in various
shelters, but it must be emphasized that their offensesif anyare overwhelmingly nonserious and
nonviolent.

Nevertheless, we begin the topic with a focus on violence, because recent research suggests that

N
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E

a subset of the mentally disordered population does have a probability of more violence. Risk
factors like schizophrenia, particularly paranoid type, high PCL-R scores, history of violence,
and substance abuse problems cannot be ignored. However, it should always be stressed that

V
S

these factors characterize a small proportion of all mentally disordered individuals.

S
.B

Risk assessment is a critical enterprise for many clinicians today and is a major focus of the

W

topic, although it must be emphasized that risk assessments are conducted on many individuals,

W

not just those who are mentally disordered. Instructors also should disabuse students of the
notion that clinicians can predict dangerousness or violence with any degree of certitude. Many

W

psychologists and psychiatrists resist engaging in predicting dangerousness in the face of strong
research evidence that violence tends to be overpredicted (false positives). Today, the term risk
assessment is preferred; it indicates that clinicians are engaged in a probability-based exercise.
Numerous risk assessment measures are available and are continually being evaluated.
Instructors will undoubtedly want to discuss differences between actuarial and clinical prediction
as they cover this material.

The topic ends with a discussion of sexual predators, often believed to be mentally disordered. It
is important to emphasize that most clinicians do not believe sexually violent predators merit
clinical diagnoses; put another way, they are not mentally disordered. Despite this, efforts to
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commit them in civil mental institutions following their prison sentences continue in many states.
We suggest in the topic that treatmentbroadly definedshould be provided in prison settings and
that civil mental institutions are not the place for these offenders. Considering the current
societal concerns about sex offenders, this topic typically has considerable interest for students.
It is not too early to emphasize remind them of the very wide variety of sex offending, a topic
that reappears in Topics 12 and 13.

Key Points:

N
I
.
E

1. Mental Illness And Violence

Mental illness plays no part in the majority of violent crimes committed in our society. The

V
S

assumption that any and every mental illness carries with it an almost certain potential for

S
.B

violence has been proven wrong in many studies.

W

There is a relationship between violent behaviour and symptoms which cause the person to feel

W

threatened and/or involve the overriding of personal control. Examples of these criteria include
specific symptoms such as command hallucinations and feeling that one's mind is being

W

dominated by outside forces.

Current research shows that people with major mental illness are 2.5 times more likely to be the
victims of violence than other members of society. This most often occurs when such factors as
poverty, transient lifestyle and substance use are present. Any of these factors make a person
with mental illness more vulnerable to assault and the possibility of becoming violent in
response.
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2. Risk
The pattern of violence is remarkably similar whether a person is suffering with a mental illness
or not. People with a mental illness, for instance, are no more likely than anyone else to harm
strangers. Violent behaviour by anyone is generally aimed at family and friends, rather than
strangers, and it happens in the home, not in public.

Typically, spouses, other intimates and other family members are the targets of violence
committed by a person with mental illness. Most of this violence is committed by men and
directed to women - as is the case in the population as a whole.

N
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.
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3. Factors affecting violence

V
S

The conditions which increase the risk of violence are the same whether a person has a mental

S
.B

illness or not. Throughout our society, alcohol and drug use are the prime contributors to violent
behaviour.

W

W

Another important factor is a violent background. Individuals suffering from psychosis or

W

neurological impairment who live in a stressful, unpredictable environment with little family or
community support may be at increased risk for violent behaviour. The risk for family violence
is related to, among other factors, low socioeconomic status, social stress, social isolation, poor
self esteem and personality problems.

4. Treatment
Public information from the American Psychiatric Association states that people with mental
illness who are receiving support from mental health professionals are no more likely to be
violent than the general population. Regular therapeutic support from mental health professionals
is a major factor in reducing the likelihood of violence.
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In addition, research shows that aggressive community treatment-prevention programs result in
low repeat offense rates for those people who do commit crimes. However, the misperception of
the mentally ill as dangerous tends to greatly reduce support for social and community services.
The stigma also affects people's willingness to interact with individuals with mental illness in the
workplace and beyond. At the same time, this false assumption is leading to the public's greater
acceptance of using legal means to commit people with a mental illness if they are perceived as a
threat to others.
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5. Implications for the Mentally Ill Inmate

A common disorder to develop in prison is depression, a byproduct of institutionalization. In the

V
S

context of a total institution, inmates are systematically broken down and manipulated by the
staff. Their lives are completely supervised, homogenized, and organized. In the process, inmates

S
.B

tend to learn behaviors counter productive to their survival in the outside world. Some of these
behaviors may include, aggressiveness and intimidation of others or, conversely, extreme

W

passivity, manipulative behavior and reluctance to discuss problems with authority figures.
These behaviors create barriers to engagement in mental health services and treatment.

W

W

A result of the effect of prison life on inmates is the alarmingly high rate of suicides. Suicide is
the leading cause of death in inmates, accounting for over half the deaths occurring while
inmates are in custody. Almost all who attempt suicide have a major psychiatric disorder. More
than half of the victims were experiencing hallucinations at the time of the attempt. These deaths
are tragic because mental disorders are highly treatable with 60-80% success rates.

6. Implications for Society
The overflow of the mentally ill has overloaded the prison system. The American Correctional
Association recommends that jails should operate at 90% of capacity. All jails were at 85%
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capacity in 1985, and were up to 111% capacity in 1987. The overcrowded conditions disrupt the
efficiency and function of the prison system. Room for booking and close observation areas upon
admission is at a scarce. Even if a mentally ill inmate is correctly recognized as in need of further
observation or treatment, on-sight mental health professionals are scarce; there may not be
anyone on duty at odd hours. Admittance screening is rushed and many mentally ill inmates who
should receive treatment instead slip through the cracks of the system. The original social goal of
society to provide these individuals with more humane mental health care is lost.

Half of mentally ill inmates report three or more prior incarcerations. The long-term costs
quickly add up. While the direct cost of mental health services was $69 billion in 1990, the

N
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E

estimated hidden costs of loss of productivity and long term health care costs were an additional
$78.6 billion.

V
S

S
.B

W

In Section 3 of this course you will cover these topics:

W

Homicide, Assault, And Family Violence

W

Multiple Murder

Terrorism And The Psychology Of Violence
Sexual Assault

Topic : Homicide, Assault, And Family Violence
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able:

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

80

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net



Define Pedophilia



Discuss Causes of pedophile



Explain the Biological associations



Define the Psychopathology and personality traits



Explain the Profile of a pedophileprofile pedophile



State the Prevalence Of Pedophilia



Discuss Recidivism Rates of pedophile



Understand Likelihood of Recidivism of pedophile



Discuss Factors Related to Recidivism



Explain Success While on Supervision
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Definition/Overview:

S
.B

In this topic, we narrow our focus to consider specific offenses. Sociological and official data
indicate that homicides are rare compared to the total incidence of violent crime. In the United
States, violent crimes are often committed by young males living in environments that implicitly

W

or explicitly advocate violence for the resolution of conflict. Guns (especially handguns) are

W

commonly used in the crime. Most often, the victim and the offender are family members,
friends, or acquaintances, although it should be emphasized that the relationship between victim

W

and offender is often unknown.

The topic reviews the national data on family violence in general, spouse abuse, child abuse,
elderly abuse, sibling abuse, and child-to-parent abuse. About one of every five criminal
homicides in the United States and Canada involves a family member killing another family
member. The etiology of family violence is also discussed, with a focus on psychologicallyrelated explanations, including the acquisition and maintenance of violent behavior, frustration,
and the offenders perception of loss of power in the family relationship.

A major objective of the topic is to sensitize students to the sheer volume and prevalence of
family violence in its many forms. In addition, like all criminal conduct, violenceincluding
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violence in the family and between intimate partnersis a complex phenomenon that resists facile
explanations and solutions.

Homicide: Homicide refers to the act of killing another human being. It can also describe a
person who has committed such an act, though this use is rare in modern English. Homicide is
not always an illegal act.
Voluntary manslaughter: is the killing of a human being in which the offender had no prior
intent to kill and acted during "the heat of passion", under circumstances that would cause a
reasonable person to become emotionally or mentally disturbed. In the Uniform Crime Reports
prepared by the Federal Bureau of Investigation it is referred to as nonnegligent manslaughter.
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V
S

Assault: is a crime of violence against another person. In some jurisdictions, including Australia
and New Zealand, assault refers to an act that causes another to apprehend immediate and

S
.B

personal violence, while in other jurisdictions, such as the United States, assault refers only to
the threat of violence caused by an immediate show of force. Simple assaults that do not involve

W

any aggravation such as use of a deadly weapon are distinguished from aggravated assaults in
some jurisdictions.Assault is often defined to include not only violence, but any physical contact

W

with another person without their consent. In common law jurisdictions, including England and

W

Wales and the USA, battery is the crime that represents the unlawful physical contact, though
this distinction does not exist in all jurisdictions. Exceptions exist to cover unsolicited physical
contact which amount to normal social behavior (for example, patting someone on the back):

Shaken baby syndrome: (SBS) is a form of child abuse that is thought to occur when an abuser
violently shakes an infant or small child, creating a whiplash-type motion that causes
acceleration-deceleration injuries. The injury is estimated to affect between 1,200 and 1,600
children every year in the USA. A remarkable feature of SBS is the typical lack of external
evidence of trauma. The combination of shaking with striking of the infant against a hard object
is sometimes termed the shaken impact syndrome.
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The concept of SBS was initially described in the early 1970s, based on a theory and a wide
variety of circumstances by Dr. John Caffey, a radiologist, as well as Dr. Norman Guthkelch, a
neurosurgeon.

Domestic violence: (also known as domestic abuse or spousal abuse) occurs when a family
member, partner or ex-partner attempts to physically or psychologically dominate another.
Domestic violence often refers to violence between spouses, or spousal abuse but can also
include cohabitants and non-married intimate partners. Domestic violence occurs in all cultures;

N
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people of all races, ethnicities, religions, sexes and classes can be perpetrators of domestic
violence. Domestic violence is perpetrated by both men and women.

V
S

S
.B

Battered Woman Defense: The battered woman defense is a legal defense representing that the
person accused of an assault or murder was suffering from battered person syndrome at the
material time. Because the defence is almost invariably invoked by women, it is usually

W

characterised in court as battered woman syndrome or battered wife syndrome. Although the

W

medical condition is not gender specific, the law has been persuaded to remedy perceived gender
bias in the operation of the defence of self-defence by admitting evidence of the medical

W

condition. Thus, this is a reference to any person who, because of constant and severe domestic
violence usually involving physical abuse by a partner, becomes depressed and unable to take
any independent action that would allow him or her to escape the abuse. The condition explains
why abused people often do not seek assistance from others, fight their abuser, or leave the
abusive situation. Sufferers have low self-esteem, and often believe that the abuse is their fault.
Such persons usually refuse to press charges against their abuser, and refuse all offers of help,
often becoming aggressive or abusive to others who attempt to offer assistance. This has been
problematic because there is no consensus in the medical profession that such abuse results in a
mental condition severe enough to excuse alleged offenders. Nevertheless, the law makes
reference to a psychological condition, even though neither medical classification as currently
drafted, includes the syndrome in the sense used by lawyers.
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Key Points:
1. Paedophilia
The term pedophilia or paedophilia has a range of definitions as found in psychology, law
enforcement, and the popular vernacular. As a medical diagnosis, it is defined as a psychological
disorder in which an adult experiences a sexual preference for prepubescent children. According
to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM), pedophilia is specified as a
form of paraphilia in which a person either has acted on intense sexual urges towards children, or

N
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experiences recurrent sexual urges towards and fantasies about children that cause distress or
interpersonal difficulty. The disorder is frequently a feature of persons who commit child sexual
abuse; however, some offenders do not meet the clinical diagnosis standards for pedophilia. In

V
S

strictly behavioral contexts, the word "pedophilia" has been used to refer to child sexual abuse

S
.B

itself, also called "pedophilic behavior".

In law enforcement, the term "pedophile" is generally used to describe those accused or
convicted of the sexual abuse of a minor (including both prepubescent children and adolescent

W

minors younger than the local age of consent). An example of this use can be seen in various

W

forensic trainings manuals. Some researchers have described this usage as improper and
suggested it can confound two separate types of offenders.

W

In common usage, the term refers to any adult who is sexually attracted to children or who
sexually abuses a child.

The causes of pedophilia are not known; research is ongoing. Most pedophiles are men, though
pedophilia occurs in women as well. In forensic psychology and law enforcement, there have
been a variety of typologies suggested to categorize pedophiles according to behavior and
motivations. No significant curative treatment for pedophilia has been found at this time. There
are, however, certain therapies that can reduce the incidence of pedophilic behaviors that result
in child sexual abuse.
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2. Causes of pedophile
The cause or causes of pedophilia are not known. The experience of sexual abuse as a child was
previously thought to be a strong risk factor, but research does not show a causal relationship, as
the vast majority of sexually abused children do not grow up to be adult offenders, nor do the
majority of adult offenders report childhood sexual abuse. The US Government Accountability
Office concluded, "the existence of a cycle of sexual abuse was not established." Prior to 1996,
there was greater belief in the theory of a "cycle of violence," because most of the research done
was retrospectiveabusers were asked if they had experienced past abuse. Even the majority of
studies found that most adult sex offenders said they had not been sexually abused during
childhood, but studies varied in terms of their estimates of the percentage of such offenders who
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had been abused, from 0 to 79 percent. More recent prospective longitudinal researchstudying
children with documented cases of sexual abuse over time to determine what percentage become

V
S

adult offendershas demonstrated that the cycle of violence theory is not an adequate explanation
for why people molest children.

S
.B

3. Biological associations of pedophile

W

Several researchers have reported correlations between pedophilia and certain psychological
characteristics, such as low self-esteem and poor social skills. Beginning in 2002, other

W

researchers, most notably Canadian sexologists James Cantor and Ray Blanchard and their

W

colleagues, began reporting a series of findings linking pedophilia with brain structure and
function: Pedophilic (and hebephilic) men have lower IQs, poorer scores on memory tests,
greater rates of non-right-handedness, greater rates of school grade failure over and above the IQ
differences, lesser physical height, greater probability of having suffered childhood head injuries
resulting in unconsciousness, and several differences in MRI-detected brain structures. They
report that their findings suggest that there are one or more neurological characteristics present at
birth that cause or increase the likelihood of being pedophilic. Evidence of familial
transmittability "suggests, but does not prove that genetic factors are responsible" for the
development of pedophilia.
Another study, using structural MRI, shows that pedophilic men have a lower volume of white
matter than non-sexual criminals.
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Functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) has shown that child molesters diagnosed with
pedophilia have reduced activation of the hypothalamus as compared with non-pedophilic
individuals when viewing sexually arousing pictures of adults. A 2008 functional neuroimaging
study notes that central processing of sexual stimuli in heterosexual "paedophile forensic
inpatients" may be altered by a disturbance in the prefrontal networks, which "may be associated
with stimulus-controlled behaviours, such as sexual compulsive behaviours." The findings may
also suggest "a dysfunction at the cognitive stage of sexual arousal processing."
Blanchard, Cantor, and Robichaud reviewed the research that attempted to identify hormonal
aspects of pedophiles. They concluded that there is some evidence that pedophilic men have less
testosterone than controls, but that the research is of poor quality and that it is difficult to draw
any firm conclusion from it.
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While not causes of pedophilia themselves, comorbid psychiatric illnessessuch as personality

V
S

disorders and substance abuseare risk factors for acting on pedophilic urges. Blanchard, Cantor,
and Robichaud noted about comorbid psychiatric illnesses that, "The theoretical implications are

S
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not so clear. Do particular genes or noxious factors in the prenatal environment predispose a
male to develop both affective disorders and pedophilia, or do the frustration, danger, and

W

isolation engendered by unacceptable sexual desiresor their occasional furtive satisfactionlead to
anxiety and despair?" They indicated that, because they previously found mothers of pedophiles

W

to be more likely to have undergone psychiatric treatment, the genetic possibility is more likely.

W

4. Psychopathology and personality traits
Cohen et al., studying child sex offenders, states that pedophiles have impaired interpersonal
functioning and elevated passive-aggressiveness, as well as impaired self-concept. Regarding
disinhibitory traits, pedophiles demonstrate elevated sociopathy and propensity for cognitive
distortions. According to the authors, pathologic personality traits in pedophiles lend support to a
hypothesis that such pathology is related to both motivation for and failure to inhibit pedophilic
behavior.

According to Wilson and Cox belives that the paedophiles emerge as significantly higher on
Psychoticism, Introversion and Neurotocism than age-matched controls. [But] there is a
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difficulty in untangling cause and effect. We cannot tell whether paedophiles gravitate towards
children because, being highly introverted, they find the company of children less threatening
than that of adults, or whether the social withdrawal implied by their introversion is a result of
the isloation engendered by their preference (i.e., awareness of the social approbation and
hostility that it evokes.

Studying child sex offenders, a review of qualitative research studies published between 1982
and 2001 concluded that pedophiles use cognitive distortions to meet personal needs, justifying
abuse by making excuses, redefining their actions as love and mutuality, and exploiting the
power imbalance inherent in all adult-child relationships. Other cognitive distortions include the
idea of "children as sexual beings," "uncontrollability of sexuality," and "sexual entitlement-
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bias."

One review of the literature concludes that research on personality correlates and

V
S

psychopathology in pedophiles is rarely methodologically correct, in part due to confusion
between pedophiles and child sex offenders, as well as the difficulty of obtaining a

S
.B

representative, community sample of pedophiles. Seto (2004) points out that pedophiles who are
available from a clinical setting are likely there because of distress over their sexual preference

W

or pressure from others. This increases the likelihood that they will show psychological
problems. Similarly, pedophiles recruited from a correctional setting have been convicted of a

W

crime, making it more likely that they will show anti-social characteristics.

W

5. Profile of a pedophileprofile pedophile:
Child sex offenders dont stand out and dont usually appear scary or weird. A child would not
normally become afraid when meeting one. They are often someone the child knows; a neighbor,
relative, family friend; or someone in a position of authority; i.e. minister, healthcare
worker, teacher, coach, leader of childrens activities. Most pedophiles are males. Pedophiles
come from all social classes and all walks of life. They may be young or old; male or female.
Their intelligence varies. Most sex offenders are not psychotic or crazy. Their common feature is
an abnormal sexual interest in children, although they may not desire children exclusively. About
50% are married and some are also attracted to other age-appropriate adults. Many pedophiles
begin with fantasizing and progress to acting out. Wondering if they can make their fantasies
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come true in real life, they begin to experiment. Their attempts may meet varied degrees of
success. Sexual gratification, with the intoxicating feeling of being powerful and in total control
adds a new high to their disturbed world, along with a heightened appetite for more.

6. Prevalence Of Pedophilia
The prevalence of pedophilia in the general population is not known, and research is highly
variable due to varying definitions and criteria. The term pedophile is commonly used to
describe all child sexual abuse offenders, including those who do not meet the clinical diagnosis
standards. This use is seen as problematic by some people. Some researchers, such as Howard E.
Barbaree, have endorsed the use of actions as a sole criterion for the diagnosis of pedophilia as a
means of taxonomic simplification, rebuking the American Psychiatric Association's standards as

N
I
.
E

"unsatisfactory".

V
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A perpetrator of child sexual abuse is commonly assumed to be and referred to as a pedophile;
however, there may be other motivations for the crime (such as stress, marital problems, or the

S
.B

unavailability of an adult partner). Child sexual abuse may or may not be an indicator that its
perpetrator is a pedophile. Many terms have been used to distinguish "true pedophiles" from

W

nonpedophilic offenders, or to distinguish among types of offenders on a continuum according to
strength and exclusivity of pedophilic interest, and motivation for the offense.

W

Perpetrators who meet the diagnostic criteria for pedophilia offend more often than non-

W

pedophile perpetrators, and with a greater number of victims. According to the Mayo Clinic,
approximately 95% of child sexual abuse incidents are committed by the 88% of child
molestation offenders who meet the diagnostic criteria for pedophilia. A behavioral analysis
report by the FBI states that a "high percentage of acquaintance child molesters are preferential
sex offenders who have a true sexual preference for children (i.e., pedophiles)."
A review article in the British Journal of Psychiatry notes the overlap between extrafamilial and
intrafamilial offenders. One study found that around half of the fathers and stepfathers in its
sample who were referred for committing extrafamilial abuse had also been abusing their own
children.
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As noted by Abel, Mittleman, and Becker (1985) and Ward et al. (1995), there are generally
large distinctions between the two types of offenders' characteristics. Situational offenders tend
to offend at times of stress; have a later onset of offending; have fewer, often familial victims;
and have a general preference for adult partners. Pedophilic offenders, however, often start
offending at an early age; often have a large number of victims who are frequently extrafamilial;
are more inwardly driven to offend; and have values or beliefs that strongly support an offense
lifestyle. Research suggests that incest offenders recidivate at approximately half the rate of
extrafamilial child molesters, and one study estimated that by the time of entry to treatment,
nonincestuous pedophiles who molest boys had committed an average of 282 offenses against
150 victims.
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7. Recidivism Rates

One research project looked at 61 previous studies of sexual recidivism using a 4-5 year follow

V
S

up period. This research on sex offenders found that 13.4% recidivated with a sexual offence,

S
.B

12.2% recidivated with a non-sexual, violent offence and 36.6% recidivated with any other
offence.

W

A long term follow-up study of child molesters in Canada found that 42% were reconvicted of

W

sexual or violent crime during the 15-30 year follow-up period.

W

In addition, the long-term follow-up study (15-30 years)of child molesters showed that the
average recidivism rate for this group of offenders is actually lower than the average recidivism
rate for non-sexual offenders (61% versus 83.2% respectively for any new conviction).

8. Likelihood of Recidivism of pedophile
The long term follow-up study referred to above included a control group of non-sexual
criminals. The highest rate of recidivism (77%) was for those with previous sexual offences, who
selected boy victims outside the family and who were never married. In general, rapists reoffend
more often than child molesters. Among child molesters, those with male victims have been
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found to have the highest recidivism rates, followed by those with unrelated female victims.
Incest offenders show the lowest recidivism rates of all sexual offenders.

9. Factors Related to Recidivism of pedophile
Canadian research on what triggers recidivism among sex offenders found that the recidivists
were generally considered to have poor social supports, sexual pre-occupations, attitudes tolerant
of sexual assault, antisocial lifestyles, poor self-management strategies and difficulties
cooperating with community supervision.
This same study found that the number of recidivists and non-recidivists who had attended
treatment programs was the same. However, the recidivists were more likely to have dropped out
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or to have been described as poor treatment candidates.

V
S

10. Success While on Supervision

Recent amendments to the Corrections and Conditional Release Act, designed to deny more sex

S
.B

offenders access to conditional release, suggest that there is a perception that sex offenders on
conditional release are at high risk for re-offending or violating conditions. However, studies

W

have shown that sex offenders have success rates on conditional release similar to the general
offender population. A follow-up study of sex offenders on conditional release found that almost

W

80% were successful on conditional release. In comparison, National Parole Board statistics for

W

1996/97 show that over 85% of offenders on parole and statutory release were successful.

Topic : Multiple Murder
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able:


Define Serial Killing
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Explain Types of serial killers



Explain the role of Medical professionals



Understand the Female serial killers



Define Mass murder



Define School Shootings



Understand the Profiling of mass murderers
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Definition/Overview:
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This topic takes a closer look at specific types of criminal homicide that produce multiple
victims. We also cover offenses that have the potential for multiple deaths, workplace and school
violence. The topic beings with a review of the investigative methods and criminal profiling used

V
S

to identify demographic and personality variables and thus narrow the field of suspects. While

S
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various forms of profiling have demonstrated little validity, profiling remains a tool used
extensively in law enforcement. Most promising is the geographical profile.

W

Various forms of multiple murder are first defined then discussed, beginning with serial murder.

W

These offenses are rare, although some researchers suggest that an unknown number of deaths
are not recognized as serial murders, primarily because victims are often transients. Serial

W

murderers typically choose specific targets and kill as they become available, rather than out of
compulsion. Women serial killers and juvenile serial killers, both very rare, have received recent
attention in the literature. Women seem less likely than men to kill strangers; juvenile killings
seem prompted by sexual desires. We must be very cautious in drawing these conclusions,
though, because the available research was done on very small samples.

Mass murders are usually planned and are committed by isolated, disenchanted individuals. We
have included school and workplace violence in this section, despite the fact that very little of
this violence ends in death. However, when it does it receives extensive public attention, such as
the school shootings over the past 15 years and the workplace shooting typified by the phrase
going postal. Students should be reminded that, despite understandable concerns about bullying
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and violence in schools, young people still are more at risk of being victimized outside of the
school environment. Likewise, most workplace violence can better be characterized as
workplace aggression. Students are often interested in discussing solutions to workplace violence
and aggression, focusing upon the types of offenders that have been identified.

Modus operandi (often used in the abbreviated forms M.O. or simply Method) is a Latin phrase,
approximately translated as "mode of operation". The plural is modi operandi ("modes of
operation"). It is used in law enforcement to describe a criminal's characteristic patterns and style
of committing crimes. It is also applied in fraud investigation when speaking of behavior patterns
that indicate specific types of fraud, e.g., "False identity is a key MO of retail banking sleeper
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fraud".

V
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Personation (rather than impersonation) is a term used in politics for the specific kind of voter

S
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fraud where an individual votes in an election, whilst pretending to be a different elector. Many
jurisdictions allow electors to nominate an individual to vote on their behalf, in certain
circumstances; this is known as proxy voting. Whilst voting with an invalid proxy form could be

W

considered personation, it is usual for an intent to deceive to be required for such an act to be

W

considered criminal. Personation also appears as a crime in the Canadian Criminal Code with the
meaning simply of impersonation.

W

Key Points:
1. Serial Killing
Psychosis is rarely noted among serial killers. The predominant psychiatric diagnosis noted
in the group tends toward the psychopathic, meaning they suffer from traits within a specific
cluster of dysfunctional personality characteristics, those most commonly associated with
Antisocial Personality Disorder or Dissocial personality disorder. Psychopaths lack empathy
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and guilt, are egocentric and impulsive, and do not conform to social, moral and legal norms.
They may appear to be quite normal and often even charming, a state of adaptation that
psychiatrist Hervey Cleckley named the "mask of sanity".
Serial killers tend to share the following general characteristics:


The majority are single, white males.



They are often intelligent, with IQs in the "bright normal" range.



Despite their high IQs, they do poorly in school, have trouble holding down jobs, and often work
menial jobs.



They tend to come from unstable families.



As children, they are typically abandoned by their fathers and raised by domineering mothers.



Their families often have criminal, psychiatric and alcoholic histories.



They often are mistrustful of their parents.



It is common to find that as children, they were abusedpsychologically, physically and/or
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sexuallyby a family member.


Many spend time in institutions as children and have records of early psychiatric problems.



They have high rates of suicide attempts.



From an early age, many are intensely interested in voyeurism, fetishism, and sadomasochistic

S
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W

pornography.


More than 60 percent wet their beds beyond the age of 12.



Many are fascinated with fire starting.



They are involved in sadistic activity or tormenting small creatures.

W

W

2. Types of serial killers
The FBI's Crime Classification Manual places serial killers into three categories:
"organized", "disorganized" and "mixed"offenders who exhibit organized and disorganized
characteristics. Some killers descend from being organized into disorganized behavior as
their killings continue. They will carry out careful and methodical murders at the start, but
become careless and impulsive as their compulsion takes over their lives.
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2.1. Organized/nonsocial offenders
Organized/nonsocial offenders are usually of high intelligence, have an above average
IQ (>110 range), and plan their crimes quite methodically, usually abducting victims,
killing them in one place and disposing of them in another. They will often lure the
victims with ploys appealing to their sense of sympathy. For example, Ted Bundy would
put his arm in a fake plaster cast and ask women to help him carry something to his car,
where he would beat them unconscious with a metal bar (e.g. a crowbar), and carry them
away. Others specifically target prostitutes, who are likely to voluntarily go with a serial
killer posing as a customer. They maintain a high degree of control over the crime scene,
and usually have a solid knowledge of forensic science that enables them to cover their
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tracks, such as burying the body or weighing it down and sinking it in a river. They
follow their crimes in the media carefully and often take pride in their actions, as if it
were all a grand project. The organized killer is usually socially adequate, has friends

V
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and lovers, and sometimes even a spouse and children. They are the type who, when

S
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captured, are most likely to be described by acquaintances as kind and unlikely to hurt
anyone. Some serial killers go to lengths to make their crimes difficult to discover, such
as falsifying suicide notes, setting up others to take the blame for their crimes, faking

W

gang warfare, or disguising the murder to look like a natural death. David Berkowitz,

W

Ted Bundy, and John Wayne Gacy are examples of organized serial killers.
2.2. Disorganized/asocial offenders

W

Disorganized/asocial offenders are often of low intelligence, have a below average IQ
(<90), and commit their crimes impulsively. Whereas the organized killer will
specifically set out to hunt a victim, the disorganized will murder someone when the
opportunity arises, rarely bothering to dispose of the body but instead just leaving it at
the same place where they found the victim. They usually carry out "blitz" attacks,
leaping out and attacking their victims without warning, and will typically perform
whatever rituals they feel compelled to carry out (e.g., necrophilia, mutilation,
cannibalism, etc.) once the victim is dead. They rarely bother to cover their tracks but
may still evade capture for some time because of a level of cunning that compels them to
keep on the move. They are often socially inadequate with few friends, and they may
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have a history of mental problems and be regarded by acquaintances as eccentric or even
"a bit creepy". Usually they are very introverted people, too. They have little insight into
their crimes and may even block out memories of committing the murders.

3. Motives
The motives of serial killers are generally placed into four categories: "visionary", "missionoriented", "hedonistic" and "power/control"; however, there is often considerable overlap among
these categories.
3.1. Visionary
Visionary serial killers suffer from psychotic breaks with reality, sometimes believing
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they are another person or are compelled to murder by entities such as the devil or God.
The two most common subgroups are "demon mandated" and "God mandated."

V
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Herbert Mullin believed the American casualties in the Vietnam War were preventing
California from experiencing an earthquake. As the war wound down, Mullin claimed

S
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his father instructed him via telepathy to raise the amount of "human sacrifices to nature"
in order to delay a catastrophic earthquake that would plunge California into the ocean.

W

David Berkowitz is an example of a demon-mandated visionary killer. He claimed a
demon transmitted orders through his neighbor's dog, instructing him to murder.

W

3.2. Mission-oriented

W

Mission-oriented killers justify their acts on the basis that they are getting rid of a certain
type of person, such as homosexuals, prostitutes, blacks or Catholics, whom they find
undesirable; however, they are not psychotic.
Ted Kaczynski, the "Unabomber", targeted universities and the airline industry. He
wrote a manifesto that he distributed to the media, in which he claimed he wanted
society to return to a time when technology was not a threat to its future, asserting that
"the Industrial Revolution and its consequences have been a disaster for the human
race."
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3.3. Hedonistic
This type of serial killer seeks thrills and derives pleasure from killing, seeing people as
objects for their enjoyment. Forensic psychologists have identified three subtypes of the
hedonistic killer: "lust", "thrill" and "comfort".
3.3.1. Lust
Sex is the primary motive of lust killers, whether or not the victims are dead, and
fantasy plays a large role in their killings. Their sexual gratification depends on
the amount of torture and mutilation they perform on their victims. They usually
use weapons that require close contact with the victims, such as knives or hands.
As lust killers continue with their murders, the time between killings decreases or
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the required level of stimulation increases, sometimes both.

Kenneth Bianchi, one of the "Hillside Stranglers", murdered women and girls of

V
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different ages, races and appearance because his sexual urges required different
types of stimulation and increasing intensity.
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Jeffrey Dahmer searched for his perfect fantasy loverbeautiful and eternal. As his
desire to find the perfect lover increased, he experimented with drugs, alcohol and

W

exotic sex. His increasing need for stimulation was demonstrated by the
dismemberment of victims, whose heads and genitals he preserved. He

W

experimented with cannibalism to ensure his victims would always be a part of

W

him.

3.3.2. Thrill

The primary motive of a thrill killer is to induce pain or create terror in their
victims, which provides stimulation and excitement for the killer. They seek the
adrenaline rush provided by hunting and killing victims. Thrill killers murder only
for the kill; usually the attack is not prolonged, and there is no sexual aspect.
Usually the victims are strangers, although the killer may have followed them for
a period of time. Thrill killers can abstain from killing for long periods of time
and become more successful at killing as they refine their murder methods. Many
attempt to commit the perfect crime and believe they will not be caught.
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Robert Hansen took his victims to a secluded area, where he would let them loose
and then hunt and kill them. Lee Boyd Malvo and John Allen Muhammad, the DC
Snipers, killed random victims, often at gas stations, shooting them and leaving
the scenes unnoticed. In one of his letters to San Francisco Bay Area newspapers,
the Zodiac Killer wrote "[killing] gives me the most thrilling experience it is even
better than getting your rocks off with a girl".
3.3.3. Comfort
Material gain and a comfortable lifestyle are the primary motives of comfort
killers. Usually, the victims are family members and close acquaintances. After a
murder, a comfort killer will usually wait for a period of time before killing again
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to allow any suspicions by family or authorities to subside. Poison, most notably
arsenic, is often used to kill victims. Female serial killers are often comfort killers,
although not all comfort killers are female. Dorothea Puente killed her tenants for

V
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their Social Security checks and buried them in the backyard of her home. H. H.
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Holmes killed for insurance and business profits.
3.4. Power/control

W

Their main objective for killing is to gain and exert power over their victim. Such
killers are sometimes abused as children, leaving them with feelings of

W

powerlessness and inadequacy as adults. Many power/control-motivated killers

W

sexually abuse their victims, but they differ from hedonistic killers in that rape is not
motivated by lust but as simply another form of dominating the victim. Ted Bundy
traveled around the United States seeking women to control.

4. Medical professionals
Some people with a pathological interest in the power of life and death tend to be attracted to
medical professions. These kinds of killers are sometimes referred to as "angels of death" or
angels of mercy. One example is Harold Shipman, an English family doctor, who made it appear
that his victims died of natural causes. Between 1975 and 1998, he killed at least 215 patients. Dr
John Bodkin Adams, meanwhile, though acquitted in 1957 of the murder of one patient, is
believed to have killed around 163 patients in Eastbourne, England.
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5. Victims
Criminologists have long recognized that there are links between most serial killers and their
chosen victims. Demographically, serial murderers tend to target more women than men, and kill
strangers more often than family or acquaintances, as opposed to single-homicide offenders, who
tend to kill men and women equally, while killing friends and family more often.

Serial murderers killings are often sexually motivated. The sexual motivation supports the theory
that serial murderers tend to have specific criteria and specific sexual interests that motivate their
selection of certain victims. This victim selection process sets serial murderers apart from other
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types of killers.

In the United States, serial killers prefer to target victims ages 1850. The majority of victims are

V
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White, supporting researchers' claims that serial murder is intra-racial.
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6. Female serial killers

W

Approximately one out of every six serial killers is a woman. Female serial killers tend to murder
men and women, with a preference for elderly victims, and prefer to kill with poison. They

W

generally need to have a relationship with a person before killing them. Females derive their

W

excitement by killing intimately, such as poisoning a husband or smothering a child. Most
commit killings in specific places, such as their home or a health-care facility, or at different
locations within the same city or state.
A notable exception to these characteristics is Aileen Wuornos, who killed outdoors instead of at
home, used a gun instead of poison, killed strangers instead of friends or family, and killed for
personal gratification.

7. Mass murder
Mass murder is the act of murdering a large number of people, typically at the same time or over
a relatively short period of time. Mass murder may be committed by individuals or organizations.
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Mass murder is also defined to be intentional and indiscriminate murder of large number of
people by government agents. Examples are shooting of unarmed protestors, carpet bombing of
cities, lobbing of grenades into prison cells and random execution of civilians. The term may
refer to spree killers, who stage a single assault on their victims. The largest mass killings in
history have been attempts to exterminate entire groups or communities of people, often on the
basis of ethnicity or religion. Some of these mass murders have been found to be genocides and
others to be crimes against humanity, but often such crimes have led to few or no convictions of
any type.

8. School Shootings
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School shootings are typically differentiated from other kinds of school violence. Mass killings
at schools like the Beslan school hostage crisis are usually described as acts of terrorism. The
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term "school shootings" most commonly describes acts committed by either a student or
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intruders from off campus. They are to be distinguished from crowd-containment shootings by
law-enforcement personnel, such as the student protests and unrest of 1970 at two U.S.
universities, Kent State and Jackson State, that led to fatal shootings by National Guardsmen and

W

police.

W

The most commonly referred to school shooting is that at Columbine High School, in Littleton,
Colorado, on Tuesday, April 20, 1999. Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold were the perpetrators.

W

Like many instances of "school shootings," Harris and Klebold took their own lives before the
end of the event. Also similar to many school shooters, Harris was found to be a victim of
bullying, while Klebold was depressed. Perpetrators of school killings frequently voice severe
anger and isolation preceding their actions. They may have a history of violence, or uncommon
inappropriate and extreme behaviors at school.
In the United States, one-on-one public-school violence, such as beatings and stabbings or
violence related to gang activity, is more common in some densely populated areas (which tend
to be impoverished sections of cities). Inner-city or urban schools were much more likely than
other schools to report serious violent crimes, with 17 percent of city principals reporting at least
one serious crime compared to 11 percent of urban schools, 10 percent of rural schools, and five
percent of suburban town schools in the 1997 school year. Student-perpetrated school shootings
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in North America have mostly been in overwhelmingly white, middle-class, non-urban areas. In
some cases, the victims of the shootings were involved in bullying or other acts of violence and
intimidation against the perpetrators. However, school shootings in other countries may take on
more national or religious overtones, such as the Merkaz HaRav shooting.
School shootings with more than ten victims are usually referred to as "school massacres".

9. Profiling
School shooting is a topic of intense interest in the United States. Though companies like
MOSAIC Threat Assessment Systems sell products and services designed to identify potential
threats, a thorough study of all U.S. school shootings by the U.S. Secret Service warned against
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the belief that a certain "type" of student would be a perpetrator. Any "profile" would fit too
many students to be useful and may not fit the potential perpetrators. Some lived with both
parents in "an ideal, All-American family." Some were children of divorce, or lived in foster

V
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homes. A few were loners, but most had close friends.
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While it may be simplistic to assume a straightforward "profile", the study did find certain
similarities among the perpetrators. "The researchers found that killers do not 'snap'. They plan.
They acquire weapons. These children take a long, considered, public path toward violence."

W

Princeton's Katherine Newman points out that, far from being "loners", the perpetrators are

W

"joiners" whose attempts at social integration fail, that they let their thinking and even their plans
be known, sometimes frequently over long periods of times. The shootings seem as though an

W

attempt to adjust their social standing and image, from "loser" to "master of violence."
Many of the shooters told Secret Service investigators that alienation or persecution drove them
to violence. According to the United States Secret Service, instead of looking for traits, the
Secret Service urges adults to ask about behavior:


What has this child said?



Do they have grievances?



What do their friends know?



Do they have access to weapons?



Are they depressed or despondent?
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One "trait" that has not yet attracted as much attention is the gender difference: nearly all school
shootings are perpetrated by young males, and in some instances the violence has clearly been
gender-specific. Bob Herbert addressed this in an October 2006 New York Times editorial. One
female carried out a school shooting in an exceptionally rare incident.

Topic : Terrorism And The Psychology Of Violence
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able:
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Define Terrorism



Explain the Key criteria of terrorism



Define Pejorative use



Explain the Types of Terrorism



Distinguish between Democracy and domestic terrorism



Define the Impact of terrorism
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Definition/Overview:

Despite the long history of terrorist acts worldwide, there is no question that terrorism became
most salient in the United States in the 1990s and has captured the most attention since the
events of September 11, 2001. Although we begin the topic with a working definition of
terrorism, readers should be aware that there are many other definitions as well as multiple
interpretations of what qualifies as a terrorist act. It may be a revealing class exercise to have
students find alternate definitions or commentaries.

A variety of typologies and classifications of terrorists have been offered in the literature. We
presented the FBIs classifications of terrorist groups, but it is critical to keep in mind that these
classifications do not capture the full complexity of terrorist activity. It seems most helpful to
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classify individuals or terrorist groups according to their motivations, but in many cases the
motivations can only be presumed. Terrorists and terrorist groups do not subject themselves to
empirical research.

For many, if not most individuals, the decision to engage in terrorist acts probably requires some
degree of cognitive restructuring. The extensive planning needed and the horrifying nature of
terrorism requires that one find a way of setting aside ones typical standards of behavior and
justifying the violence that results. Social psychologists note that those who engage in terrorism
disengage themselves from their internal codes of conduct through the use of euphemistic
language, dehumanization of the victims, andif they do not act alone or in a small
groupobedience to the authority that directs their actions. Many of these same strategies can be
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applied to a discussion of violence in general, not just terrorist activity. This point is made in the
second half of the topic, when we focus on some of the psychological research directed at

V
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understanding violence.
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Bioterrorism is terrorism by intentional release or dissemination of biological agents (bacteria,
viruses or toxins); these may be in a naturally-occurring or in a human-modified form.

W

W

Moral justification: allowing one to engage in reprehensible conduct

W

Euphemistic language: terms that seem innocuous

Advantageous comparison: way of life superior to target groups

Dehumanization is a process by which members of a group of people assert the "inferiority" of
another group through subtle or overt acts or statements. Dehumanization may be directed by an
organization (such as a state) or may be the composite of individual sentiments and actions, as
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with some types of de facto racism. State-organized dehumanization has been directed against
perceived racial or ethnic groups, nationalities (or "foreigners" in general), religious groups,
genders, minorities of various sexual orientations (eg. homosexuals or pedophiles), disabled
people as a class, economic [e.g. the homeless] and social classes, and many other groups.

Key Points:
1. Terrorism
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Terrorism is the systematic use of terror (imposing fear), especially as a means of coercion. At
present, there is no internationally agreed definition of terrorism. Common definitions of
terrorism refer only to those acts which are 1) intended to create fear (terror), 2) are perpetrated

V
S

for an ideological goal (as opposed to a materialistic goal or a lone attack), and 3) deliberately
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target (or disregard the safety of) non-combatants.

Some definitions also include acts of unlawful violence and war. The history of terrorist

W

organizations suggests that they do not select terrorism for its political effectiveness. Individual

W

terrorists tend to be motivated more by a desire for social solidarity with other members of their
organization than by political platforms or strategic objectives, which are often murky and

W

undefined. The word "terrorism" is politically and emotionally charged, and this greatly
compounds the difficulty of providing a precise definition. One 1988 study by the US Army
found that over 100 definitions of the word "terrorism" have been used. The concept of terrorism
is itself controversial because it is often used by states to delegitimize political opponents, and
thus legitimize the state's own use of terror against those opponents. A more neutral description,
with less emotional connotations, therefore would be Violent Non-State Actor (VNSA).
A person who practises terrorism is a terrorist.

Terrorism has been practiced by a broad array of political organizations in furthering their
objectives; both right-wing and left-wing political parties, nationalistic, and religious groups,
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revolutionaries and ruling governments. The presence of non-state actors in widespread armed
conflict has created controversy regarding the application of the laws of war.
While acts of terrorism are criminal acts as per the United Nations Security Council Resolution
1373 and domestic jurisprudence of almost all countries in the world, terrorism refers to a
phenomenon including the actual acts, the perpetrators of acts of terrorism and their motives.

2. Key criteria
Official definitions determine counter-terrorism policy, and are often developed to serve it. Most
government definitions outline the following key criteria: target, objective, motive, perpetrator,
and legitimacy or legality of the act. Terrorism is also often recognizable by a following
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statement from the perpetrators.


Violence According to Walter Laqueur of the Center for Strategic and International Studies, "the

V
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only general characteristic of terrorism generally agreed upon is that terrorism involves violence
and the threat of violence". However, the criterion of violence alone does not produce a useful
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definition, as it includes many acts not usually considered terrorism: war, riot, organized crime,
or even a simple assault. Property destruction that does not endanger life is not usually

W

considered a violent crime, but some have described property destruction by the Earth Liberation
Front and Animal Liberation Front as violence and terrorism; see eco-terrorism.


W

Psychological impact and fear The attack was carried out in such a way as to maximize the

W

severity and length of the psychological impact. Each act of terrorism is a performance devised
to have an impact on many large audiences. Terrorists also attack national symbols, to show
power and to attempt to shake the foundation of the country or society they are opposed to. This
may negatively affect a government, while increasing the prestige of the given terrorist
organization and/or ideology behind a terrorist act.


Perpetrated for a political goal Something many acts of terrorism have in common is a
political purpose. Terrorism is a political tactic, like letter-writing or protesting, which is used by
activists when they believe that no other means will effect the kind of change they desire. The
change is desired so badly that failure to achieve change is seen as a worse outcome than the
deaths of civilians. This is often where the inter-relationship between terrorism and religion
occurs. When a political struggle is integrated into the framework of a religious or "cosmic"
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struggle, such as over the control of an ancestral homeland or holy site such as Israel and
Jerusalem, failing in the political goal (nationalism) becomes equated with spiritual failure,
which, for the highly committed, is worse than their own death or the deaths of innocent
civilians. One definition that that combines the key elements was developed at the George C.
Marshall Center for European Security Studies by Carsten Bockstette: "Terrorism is defined as
political violence in an asymmetrical conflict that is designed to induce terror and psychic fear
(sometimes indiscriminate) through the violent victimization and destruction of noncombatant
targets (sometimes iconic symbols). Such acts are meant to send a message from an illicit
clandestine organization. The purpose of terrorism is to exploit the media in order to achieve
maximum attainable publicity as an amplifying force multiplier in order to influence the targeted
audience(s) in order to reach short- and midterm political goals and/or desired long-term end
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states."


Deliberate targeting of non-combatants It is commonly held that the distinctive nature of

V
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terrorism lies in its intentional and specific selection of civilians as direct targets. Specifically,
the criminal intent is shown when babies, children, mothers and the elderly are murdered, or
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injured and put in harm's way. Much of the time, the victims of terrorism are targeted not
because they are threats, but because they are specific "symbols, tools, animals or corrupt

W

beings" that tie into a specific view of the world that the terrorists possess. Their suffering
accomplishes the terrorists' goals of instilling fear, getting their message out to an audience or

W

otherwise satisfying the demands of their often radical religious and political agendas.


W

Disguise Terrorists almost invariably pretend to be non-combatants, hide among such noncombatants, fight from vantage points in the midst of non-combatants, and (when they can),
strive to mislead and provoke the government soldiers into attacking other people, so that the
government will be blamed. When an enemy is identifiable as a combatant, the word "terrorism"
is rarely used.



Unlawfulness or illegitimacy Some official (notably government) definitions of terrorism add a
criterion of illegitimacy or unlawfulness to distinguish between actions authorized by a
government (and thus "lawful") and those of other actors, including individuals and small
groups. Using this criterion, actions that would otherwise qualify as terrorism would not be
considered terrorism if they were government sanctioned. For example, firebombing a city,
which is designed to affect civilian support for a cause, would not be considered terrorism if it
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were authorized by a government. This criterion is inherently problematic and is not universally
accepted, because: it denies the existence of state terrorism; the same act may or may not be
classed as terrorism depending on whether its sponsorship is traced to a "legitimate" government;
"legitimacy" and "lawfulness" are subjective, depending on the perspective of one government or
another; and it diverges from the historically accepted meaning and origin of the term. For these
reasons, this criterion is not universally accepted; most dictionary definitions of the term do not
include this criterion.

3. Pejorative use
The terms "terrorism" and "terrorist" (someone who engages in terrorism) carry strong negative
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connotations. These terms are often used as political labels, to condemn violence or the threat of
violence by certain actors as immoral, indiscriminate, unjustified or to condemn an entire
segment of a population. Those labelled "terrorists" rarely identify themselves as such, and
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typically use other euphemistic terms or terms specific to their situation, such as separatist,
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freedom fighter, liberator, revolutionary, vigilante, militant, paramilitary, guerrilla, rebel or any
similar-meaning word in other languages and cultures. Jihadi, mujaheddin, and fedayeen are
similar Arabic words which have entered the English lexicon. On the question of whether

W

particular terrorist acts, such as murder, can be justified as the lesser evil in a particular

W

circumstance, philosophers have expressed different views: while, according to David Rodin,
utilitarian philosophers can (in theory) conceive of cases in which the evil of terrorism is

W

outweighed by the good which could not be achieved in a less morally costly way, in practice,
utilitarians often universally reject terrorism, because it is very dubious that acts of terrorism
achieve significant good in a utility-efficient manner, or that the "harmful effects of undermining
the convention of non-combatant immunity is thought to outweigh the goods that may be
achieved by particular acts of terrorism". Among the non-utilitarian philosophers, Michael
Walzer argued that terrorism is always morally wrong, but at the same time, those who engaged
in terrorism can be morally justified in one specific case: when "a nation or community faces the
extreme threat of complete destruction and the only way it can preserve itself is by intentionally
targeting non-combatants, then it is morally entitled to do so".
In his book "Inside Terrorism" Bruce Hoffman wrote in Chapter One: Defining Terrorism that
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"On one point, at least, everyone agrees: terrorism is a pejorative term. It is a word with
intrinsically negative connotations that is generally applied to one's enemies and
opponents, or to those with whom one disagrees and would otherwise prefer to ignore.
'What is called terrorism,' Brian Jenkins has written, `'thus seems to depend on one's point
of view. Use of the term implies a moral judgment; and if one party can successfully
attach the label terrorist to its opponent, then it has indirectly persuaded others to adopt
its moral viewpoint.' Hence the decision to call someone or label some organization
`terrorist' becomes almost unavoidably subjective, depending largely on whether one
sympathizes with or opposes the person/group/cause concerned. If one identifies with the
victim of the violence, for example, then the act is terrorism. If, however, one identifies
with the perpetrator, the violent act is regarded in a more sympathetic, if not positive (or,
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at the worst, an ambivalent) light; and it is not terrorism."
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The pejorative connotations of the word can be summed up in the aphorism, "One man's terrorist
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is another man's freedom fighter". This is exemplified when a group using irregular military
methods is an ally of a state against a mutual enemy, but later falls out with the state and starts to
use those methods against its former ally. During World War II, the Malayan Peoples Anti-

W

Japanese Army was allied with the British, but during the Malayan Emergency, members of its

W

successor (the Malayan Races Liberation Army), were branded "terrorists" by the British. More
recently, Ronald Reagan and others in the American administration frequently called the Afghan

W

Mujahideen "freedom fighters" during their war against the Soviet Union, yet twenty years later,
when a new generation of Afghan men are fighting against what they perceive to be a regime
installed by foreign powers, their attacks are labelled "terrorism" by George W. Bush. Groups
accused of terrorism understandably prefer terms reflecting legitimate military or ideological
action. Leading terrorism researcher Professor Martin Rudner, director of the Canadian Centre of
Intelligence and Security Studies at Ottawa's Carleton University, defines "terrorist acts" as
attacks against civilians for political or other ideological goals, and goes on to say:
"There is the famous statement: 'One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter.'
But that is grossly misleading. It assesses the validity of the cause when terrorism is an
act. One can have a perfectly beautiful cause and yet if one commits terrorist acts, it is
terrorism regardless."
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Some groups, when involved in a "liberation" struggle, have been called "terrorists" by the
Western governments or media. Later, these same persons, as leaders of the liberated nations, are
called "statesmen" by similar organizations. Two examples of this phenomenon are the Nobel
Peace Prize laureates Menachem Begin and Nelson Mandela.
Sometimes states which are close allies, for reasons of history, culture and politics, can disagree
over whether or not members of a certain organization are terrorists. For instance, for many
years, some branches of the United States government refused to label members of the Irish
Republican Army (IRA) as terrorists while the IRA was using methods against one of the United
States' closest allies (Britain) which Britain branded as terrorism. This was highlighted by the
Quinn v. Robinson case.
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Often, the terms "terrorism" and "extremism" are interchangeably used. However, there is a
significant difference between the two: "terrorism" is essentially the threat or act of physical

V
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violence; "extremism" involves using non-physical instruments to mobilise minds to achieve
political or ideological ends. For instance, Al Qaeda is involved in terrorism. The Iranian

S
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revolution of 1979 is a case of extremism. A global research report An Inclusive World (2007)
asserts that extremism will pose a more serious threat than terrorism in the decades to come.

W

For these and other reasons, media outlets wishing to preserve a reputation for impartiality are
extremely careful in their use of the term.

W

In order to avoid stigmatizing, one could use the term violent non-state actor (VNSA).

4. Types

W

In the spring of 1975, the Law Enforcement Assistant Administration in the United States
formed the National Advisory Committee on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals. One of the
five volumes that the committee was entitled Disorders and Terrorism, produced by the Task
Force on Disorders and Terrorism under the direction H.H.A. Cooper, Director of the Task Force
staff. The Task Force classified terrorism into six categories.


Civil Disorders A form of collective violence interfering with the peace, security, and normal
functioning of the community.



Political Terrorism Violent criminal behaviour designed primarily to generate fear in the
community, or substantial segment of it, for political purposes.
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Non-Political Terrorism Terrorism that is not aimed at political purposes but which exhibits
conscious design to create and maintain high degree of fear for coercive purposes, but the end is
individual or collective gain rather than the achievement of a political objective.



Quasi-Terrorism The activities incidental to the commission of crimes of violence that are
similar in form and method to genuine terrorism but which nevertheless lack its essential
ingredient. It is not the main purpose of the quasi-terrorists to induce terror in the immediate
victim as in the case of genuine terrorism, but the quasi-terrorist uses the modalities and
techniques of the genuine terrorist and produces similar consequences and reaction. For example,
the fleeing felon who takes hostages is a quasi-terrorist, whose methods are similar to those of
the genuine terrorist but whose purposes are quite different.



Limited Political Terrorism Genuine political terrorism is characterized by a revolutionary
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approach; limited political terrorism refers to acts of terrorism which are committed for

ideological or political motives but which are not part of a concerted campaign to capture control

V
S

of the State.


Official or State Terrorism "referring to nations whose rule is based upon fear and oppression

S
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that reach similar to terrorism or such proportions. It may also be referred to as Structural
Terrorism defined broadly as terrorist acts carried out by governments in pursuit of political

W

objectives, often as part of their foreign policy.

In an analysis prepared for U.S. Intelligence four typologies are mentioned.


Nationalist-Separatist



Religious Fundamentalist



New Religious



Social Revolutionary

W

W

5. Democracy and domestic terrorism
The relationship between domestic terrorism and democracy is complex. Such terrorism is most
common in nations with intermediate political freedom and that the nations with the least
terrorism are the most democratic nations. However, one study suggests that suicide terrorism
may be an exception to this general rule. Evidence regarding this particular method of terrorism
reveals that every modern suicide campaign has targeted a democracy- a state with a
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considerable degree of political freedom. The study suggests that concessions awarded to
terrorists during the 1980s and 1990s for suicide attacks increased their frequency.

Some examples of "terrorism" in non-democracies include ETA in Spain under Francisco
Franco, the Shining Path in Peru under Alberto Fujimori, the Kurdistan Workers Party when
Turkey was ruled by military leaders and the ANC in South Africa. Democracies, such as the
United States, Israel, and the Philippines, also have experienced domestic terrorism.

While a democratic nation espousing civil liberties may claim a sense of higher moral ground
than other regimes, an act of terrorism within such a state may cause a perceived dilemma:
whether to maintain its civil liberties and thus risk being perceived as ineffective in dealing with
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the problem; or alternatively to restrict its civil liberties and thus risk delegitimizing its claim of
supporting civil liberties. This dilemma, some social theorists would conclude, may very well
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play into the initial plans of the acting terrorist(s); namely, to delegitimize the state.
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6. Perpetrators

Acts of terrorism can be carried out by individuals, groups, or states. According to some

W

definitions, clandestine or semi-clandestine state actors may also carry out terrorist acts outside

W

the framework of a state of war. However, the most common image of terrorism is that it is
carried out by small and secretive cells, highly motivated to serve a particular cause and many of

W

the most deadly operations in recent times, such as 9/11, the London underground bombing, and
the 2002 Bali bombing were planned and carried out by a close clique, composed of close
friends, family members and other strong social networks. These groups benefited from the free
flow of information and efficient Telecommunications to succeed where others had failed. Over
the years, many people have attempted to come up with a terrorist profile to attempt to explain
these individuals' actions through their psychology and social circumstances. Others, like
Roderick Hindery, have sought to discern profiles in the propaganda tactics used by terrorists.
Some security organizations designate these groups as violent non-state actors.
It has been found that a "terrorist" will look, dress, and behave like a normal person, until he or
she executes the assigned mission. Terrorist profiling based on personality, physical, or
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sociological traits would not appear to be particularly useful. The physical and behavioral
description of the terrorist could describe almost any normal person.

7. State terrorism
The concept of state terrorism is controversial. Military actions by states during war are usually
not considered terrorism, even when they involve significant civilian casualties. The Chairman of
the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee has stated that the Committee was conscious
of the 12 international Conventions on the subject, and none of them referred to State terrorism,
which was not an international legal concept. If States abused their power, they should be judged
against international conventions dealing with war crimes, international human rights and
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international humanitarian law. Former United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said
that it is "time to set aside debates on so-called 'state terrorism'. The use of force by states is
already thoroughly regulated under international law" However, he also made clear that,

V
S

"...regardless of the differences between governments on the question of definition of terrorism,

S
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what is clear and what we can all agree on is any deliberate attack on innocent civilians,
regardless of one's cause, is unacceptable and fits into the definition of terrorism."

W

State terrorism has been used to refer to terrorist acts by governmental agents or forces. This

W

involve the use of state resources employed by a state's foreign policies, such as the using its
military to directly perform acts of considered to be state terrorism. Professor of Political

W

Science, Michael Stohl cites the examples that include Germanys bombing of London and the
U.S. atomic destruction of Hiroshima during World War II. He argues that the use of terror
tactics is common in international relations and the state has been and remains a more likely
employer of terrorism within the international system than insurgents." They also cite the First
strike option as an example of the "terror of coercive dipolomacy" as a form of this, which holds
the world "hostage,' with the implied threat of using nuclear weapons in "crisis management."
They argue that the institutionalized form of terrorism has occurred as a result of changes that
took place following World War ll. In this analysis, state terrorism exhibited as a form of foreign
policy was shaped by the presence and use of weapons of mass destruction, and that the
legitimizing of such violent behavior led to an increasingly accepted form of this state behavior.
(Michael Stohl, The Superpowers and International Terror Paper presented at the Annual
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Meeting of the International Studies Association, Atlanta, March 27-April 1, 1984;"Terrible
beyond Endurance? The Foreign Policy of State Terrorism." 1988;The State as Terrorist: The
Dynamics of Governmental Violence and Repression, 1984 P49).

State terrorism has also been used to describe peace time actions by governmental agents or
forces, such as the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 flight. Charles Stewart Parnell described
William Gladstone's Irish Coercion Act as terrorism in his "no-Rent manifesto" in 1881, during
the Irish Land War. The concept is also used to describe political repressions by governments
against their own civilian population with the purpose to incite fear. For example, taking and
executing civilian hostages or extrjuducial elimination campaigns are commonly considered
"terror" or terrorism, for example during Red Terror or Great Terror. Such actions are often also
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described as democide which has been argued to be equivalent to state terrorism. Empirical
studies on this have found that democracies have little democide.

V
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8. Tactics of terrorism
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Terrorism is a form of asymmetric warfare, and is more common when direct conventional
warfare either cannot be (due to differentials in available forces) or is not being used to resolve

W

the underlying conflict.

W

The context in which terrorist tactics are used is often a large-scale, unresolved political conflict.
The type of conflict varies widely; historical examples include:

W



Secession of a territory to form a new sovereign state



Dominance of territory or resources by various ethnic groups



Imposition of a particular form of government



Economic deprivation of a population



Opposition to a domestic government or occupying army
Terrorist attacks are often targeted to maximize fear and publicity. They usually use explosives
or poison, but there is also concern about terrorist attacks using weapons of mass destruction.
Terrorist organizations usually methodically plan attacks in advance, and may train participants,
plant "undercover" agents, and raise money from supporters or through organized crime.
Communication may occur through modern telecommunications, or through old-fashioned
methods such as couriers.
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9. Responses to terrorism
Responses to terrorism are broad in scope. They can include re-alignments of the political
spectrum and reassessments of fundamental values. The term counter-terrorism has a narrower
connotation, implying that it is directed at terrorist actors.
Specific types of responses include:


Targeted laws, criminal procedures, deportations, and enhanced police powers



Target hardening, such as locking doors or adding traffic barriers



Pre-emptive or reactive military action



Increased intelligence and surveillance activities



Pre-emptive humanitarian activities



More permissive interrogation and detention policies



Official acceptance of torture as a valid tool
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10. Mass media

Media exposure may be a primary goal of those carrying out terrorism, to expose issues that

W

would otherwise be ignored by the media. Some consider this to be manipulation and

W

exploitation of the media. Others consider terrorism itself to be a symptom of a highly controlled
mass media, which does not otherwise give voice to alternative viewpoints, a view expressed by

W

Paul Watson who has stated that controlled media is responsible for terrorism, because "you
cannot get your information across any other way". Paul Watson's organization Sea Shepherd has
itself been branded "eco-terrorist", although it claims to have not caused any casualties.
The mass media will often censor organizations involved in terrorism (through self-restraint or
regulation) to discourage further terrorism. However, this may encourage organisations to
perform more extreme acts of terrorism to be shown in the mass media.
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11. Impact
11.1. Cultural impact
School shootings in the USA have to a larger extent influenced American society and
culture, for instance the following lists numerous television, film and documentary TV
series that have featured at one time or another an incidence of school shootings or
person(s) involved. Since so many of the shootings have occurred in the USA, it has
impacted the USA more so than any other country. Industries such as music, film,
literature and theatrics have been actively involved in portraying a killer's behaviour,
adding also how victims respond afterwards. Some critics however cite that this has led
to stereotypical attitudes being attributed to killers. Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold
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however changed many people's view on such stereotypes when they killed together,
but nonetheless the stereotypes are very much in society in general. Many thought the

V
S

killers who perpetrated school massacres were loners but usually had a close group of
friends to associate with.

S
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11.2. Political impact

School shootings have also had a political impact, spurring some to press for more

W

stringent gun control laws. However, the National Rifle Association and many

W

Americans are opposed to such laws. Some have called for fewer gun control laws in
light of the fact that most of these mass shootings occur in areas where it is illegal for

W

private citizens to be armed, thus making it harder to defend themselves. Such
individuals and groups have also called for legislation to allow students the right to
carry a concealed firearm, citing some empirical evidence that armed students can stop
or at least limit the loss of life during a school shooting, and that the prohibitions
against carrying a gun in schools does not deter the gunmen. One such example is the
Mercaz HaRav Massacre, where the attacker was not stopped by police but rather a
student, Yitzhak Dadon, who stopped the attacker by shooting the attacker with his
personal firearm which he lawfully carried concealed on his person.
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11.3. Armed classrooms
Some areas in the US are experimenting with the idea of armed classrooms to deter (or
truncate) future attacks, presumably by changing helpless victims into armed defenders.
Students at the University of Utah have been allowed to carry concealed pistols (so
long as they possess the appropriate state license) since a State Supreme Court decision
in 2006. In 2008, Harrold, Texas became the first public school district in the US to
allow teachers with state-issued firearm-carry permits to carry their arms in the
classroom; special additional training and ricochet-resistant ammunition were required
for participating teachers.
In a Vernon Daily Record Op/Ed Joseph Gutheinz, who is both a criminal justice
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college instructor and a retired Senior Special Agent, took his opposition to pilots
flying armed in commercial jets and extended it to armed teachers in classrooms. He
said "anyone who has ever gone to an indoor pistol range will see ... bullet holes in the

V
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ceilings, floor, walls and support beams. The bullet holes were not the target the

S
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shooters intended but were due to accidental discharges. Even the best trained with
pistols have an off day, and off days can be fatal." He criticized Harrold ISD for not
imposing the same standards on its armed teachers that progressive police departments

W

require for rookie cops; those requirements include extensive training, and passage of

W

both a psychological examination and lie detector test.
It has been said that the armed school approach for preventing school attacks, while

W

new in the US, has been used successfully for many years in Israel and Thailand;
however, Israel does not arm its teachers or students, but rather provides armed guards
at all school entrances.

Topic : Sexual Assault
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able to:


Define Sexual assault
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Explain what is Rape



Describe the Motivation behind rape



Define the Types of rape



Explain Rape of children



Understand the Statutory rape



Define Prison rape, War rape and Rape within the military



State the Criminal punishment in the United States

Definition/Overview:
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This topic deals with rape, particularly rape of adult women. Although the term sexual assault is
preferred in much of the research as well as in statutes, government statistics continue to be

V
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collected on rapeas defined in the UCR, and researchers continue to identify and refine rape

S
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typologies. Throughout the topic we use the male pronoun to refer to the offender because by all
indications, rapists are overwhelmingly male. Nevertheless, research is beginning to address the
phenomenon of both adult and juvenile female sex offending, including rape.

W

W

We begin the topic with various definitions of rape and statistics on its incidence and prevalence.
Rape is known to be widely underreported, especially in official data. Victimization data provide

W

a better sense of its prevalence, with some studies suggesting that a woman has a one in five
chance of being raped during her lifetime. Rape is committed for a variety of reasons by a variety
of offenders. Major motivations appear to be to control, harm, derogate, or embarrass the victim
(some prefer to be called survivors). In some situations, the rapist may interpret his behavior as
harmless, believing that his victims enjoy being roughed up. Nevertheless, the effect is invariably
the opposite. The psychological and social damages to the victims are incalculable. Sexual
assault by husbands, dates, friends, and acquaintances is more frequent than commonly
supposed.

The topic includes covers in some detail the Massachusetts Treatment Center typology of rapists,
which has been revised (MTC: R-3) to take better account of rapist motivations. We also covered
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the Groth typology, primarily because it is still commonly used, particularly in clinical practice.
The MTC scheme is the most heavily researched and is subjected to continuing revision, facts
that should be emphasized with students. It is also important to stress that typologies should
always be approached with cautionindividuals do not necessarily fit neatly into the groupings.
Nevertheless, they are useful ways of organizing our cognitions and, for clinicians, helpful in
developing treatment strategies.

In this topic and the one following we hope to develop in the student an appreciation of the many
different forms of sexual offending, together with a realization that offenders differ, not only in
behaviors, but also in motivations and amenability to treatment. Treatment of sexual offenses can
be highly successful if the offender wants to change. Treatment must not only focus on the
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cessation of the unacceptable sexual conduct, but also on maintenance of a non-offending
lifestyle.

V
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Rape: sometimes called sexual assault, is an assault by a person involving sexual intercourse
with or sexual penetration of another person without their consent. Rape is generally considered
a serious sex crime as well as a civil assault. The rate of reporting, prosecution and convictions

W

for rape varies considerably in different jurisdictions. The rape of women by men is by far the

W

most frequent form of the assault, with an estimated 91% of rape victims being female and 9%
being male while 99% of offenders are male. Also, studies have found that most rapes are

W

committed by persons known to the victim, and that only 2% are committed by strangers.

The term "date rape" refers to the non-consensual sexual activity between people who are known
to each other either platonically or sexually. These particular instances of sexual assault take
place during a social interaction between the rapist and the victim, hence the name date rape. It
may be either planned or spontaneous.
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Acquaintance ("date") rape: These are non-domestic rapes committed by someone who knows
the victim. They include rapes of co-workers, schoolmates, friends, and other acquaintances,
including "date rapes."

Drug facilitated date rape: Various drugs are used by rapists to render their victims
unconscious, some also cause memory loss.

Blitz rape: Rape by a stranger in which the rapist assaults the victim on the street with no prior
contact.
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Spousal rape: Also known as spouse, marital rape, wife rape, husband rape, partner rape or

V
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intimate partner sexual assault (IPSA), is rape between a married or de facto couple.

S
.B

W

W

Key Points:

W

1. Sexual assault

Sexual assault is any assault of a sexual nature on another person. Although sexual assaults most
frequently are by a man on a woman, it may be by a man on a man, woman on a man or woman
on a woman. While sexual assaults are associated with the crime of rape, it may cover assaults
which would not be considered rape.

What constitutes a sexual assault is determined by the laws of the jurisdiction where the assault
takes place, which vary considerably, and are influenced by local social and cultural attitudes.
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It has been said that sexual assault includes rape, forced vaginal, anal or oral penetration, forced
sexual intercourse, inappropriate touching, forced kissing, child molestation and the torture of
the victim in a sexual manner.

2. Rape
Perpetrators of rape may include, but are not limited to, strangers, acquaintances, neighbors,
superiors, legal entities (as in the case of torture), or family members. Abbey et al. state that
female victims are much more likely to be assaulted by an acquaintance (such as a friend or coworker), a dating partner, an ex-boyfriend or an intimate partner than by a complete stranger. In
a study of hospital emergency room treatments for rape, Kaufman et al. state that the male
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victims as a group sustained more physical trauma, were more likely to have been a victim of
multiple assaults from multiple assailants, and were more likely to have been held captive longer.
Studies have shown that the psychological damage is often particularly severe when sexual
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assault is committed by parents against children due to the incestuous nature of the assault. Incest
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between a child or adolescent and a related adult has been identified as the most widespread form
of child sexual abuse with a huge capacity for damage to a child.

W

3. Motivation for rape

W

There is no single theory that conclusively explains the motivation for rape; the motives of

W

rapists can be multi-factorial and are the subject debate. Three primary emotions are thought to
motivate rapists, anger, power and sadism, though sexual gratification and evolutionary pressures
are also theorized as factors.

4. Types of rape
There are several types of rape, generally categorized by reference to the situation in which it
occurs, the sex or characteristics of the victim, and/or the sex or characteristics of the perpetrator.
Different types of rape include but are not limited to: date rape, gang rape, marital rape or
spousal rape, prison rape, acquaintance rape, war rape and statutory rape.
4.1. Acquaintance rape / Date rape
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These are non-domestic rapes committed by someone who knows the victim. They
include rapes of co-workers, schoolmates, friends, and other acquaintances, including
"date rapes." The vast majority of rapes are committed by people who already know the
victim.
4.2. Spousal rape
Also known as spouse, marital rape, wife rape, husband rape, partner rape or intimate
partner sexual assault (IPSA), is rape between a married or de facto couple. Research
reveals that victims of marital/partner rape suffer longer lasting trauma than victims of
stranger rape.
4.3. College campus rape
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Some studies indicate a particular problem with rape on college campuses. According to
a 1992 study, one out of twelve college aged men and women committed rape.
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The Department of Justice study also found that in "about half of the incidents

categorized as completed rapes, the women or men did not consider the incident to be a

S
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rape." According to the Journal of Counseling and Development, women aged 1624 are
at the highest risk of sexual assault. One study has concluded that as many as one in four

W

college aged females and one in ten college aged males has been a victim of either rape
or attempted rape.

W

4.4. Gang rape

W

Gang rape, or mass rape, occurs when a group of people participate in the rape of a
single victim. Rape involving at least two or more perpetrators is widely reported to
occur in many parts of the world. Systematic information on the extent of the problem,
however, is scant.
One study showed that offenders and victims in gang rape incidents were younger with a
higher possibility of being unemployed. Gang rapes involved more alcohol and drug
involvement, night attacks and severe sexual assault outcomes and less victim resistance
and fewer weapons than individual rapes. Another study found that group sexual assaults
were more violent and had greater resistance from the victim than individual sexual
assaults and that victims of group sexual assaults were more likely to seek crisis and
police services, to contemplate suicide and seek therapy than those involved in
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individual assaults. The two groups were about the same in the amount of drug use and
drinking during the assault.
In Johannesburg, South Africa, surveillance studies of women attending medico-legal
clinics following a rape found that one-third of the cases had been gang rapes. National
data on rape and sexual assault in the United States reveal that about 1 out of 10 sexual
assaults involve multiple perpetrators. Most of these assaults are committed by people
unknown to their victims. This pattern, though, differs from that in South Africa where
boyfriends are often involved in gang rapes.
The word tournante is a French adjective meaning "turning" and is used as a slang term
to mean a gang rape. According to the testimony of numerous victims, young Muslim
women who stray from traditional conduct in the immigrant neighborhoods, such as
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behaving and dressing like a westerner, or wanting to live as Europeans or refusing to
wear the traditional clothing, have been targeted for tournantes. According to Samira
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Bellil in a CNN interview, there was a trial in Lille regarding a 13-year-old girl who had
allegedly been gang-raped by 80 men.
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4.5. Rape of children

Rape of a child is a form of child sexual abuse. When committed by a parent or other

W

close relatives such as grandparents, aunts and uncles, it is a form of incest and when

W

commited by another child (usually older or stronger), it is a form of child-on-child
sexual abuse. When a child is raped by a family member, especially a parent, it can

W

result in serious and long-term psychological trauma. When a child is raped by an adult
who is not a family member but it a caregiver or in a position of authority over the child,
such as school teachers, religious authorities, or therapists, to name a few, on whom the
child is dependent, the effects can be similar to incestual rape.
Psychologists estimate that 40 million adults, 15 million of those being men, in the
United States were sexually abused in childhood often by parents, close relatives and
other elders on whom they were dependent. According to the National Center for
Victims of Crime 46% of rape committed in the United States is perpetrated by a family
member.
Effects of child rape include depression, post-traumatic stress
disorder,anxiety,propensity to re-victimization in adulthood, and physical injury to the

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

121

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

child, among other problems. Children, including but not limited to adolescents, raped
by their parents and other close elders are often called 'secret survivors' by psychologists,
as they often are unable or unwilling to tell anyone about these rapes due to implicit or
explicit threats by the adult rapist, fear of abandonment by the rapist, and/or
overwhelming shame. Since the signs of these rapes are usually invisible except to
trained professionals, these children often suffer ongoing offenses in silence until
independence from the adult rapist is attained. By that time, the statute of limitations is
often long-expired, the adult victim's repressed memories are often considered
inadmissible as evidence and the child-rapist is able to avoid punishment.
More than 67,000 cases of rape and sexual assaults against children were reported in
2000 in South Africa. Child welfare groups believe that the number of unreported
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incidents could be up to 10 times that number. A belief common to South Africa holds
that sexual intercourse with a virgin will cure a man of HIV or AIDS. South Africa has
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one of the highest numbers of HIV-positive citizens in the world. According to official
figures, one in eight South Africans is infected with the virus. Edith Kriel, a social
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worker who helps child victims in the Eastern Cape, said: Child abusers are often
relatives of their victims - even their fathers and providers.

W

According to University of Durban-Westville anthropology lecturer and researcher
Suzanne Leclerc-Madlala, the myth that sex with a virgin is a cure for AIDS is not

W

confined to South Africa. Fellow AIDS researchers in Zambia, Zimbabwe and Nigeria

W

have told me that the myth also exists in these countries and that it is being blamed for
the high rate of sexual abuse against young children.
4.6. Statutory rape
National and/or regional governments, citing an interest in protecting "young people"
(variously defined but sometimes synonymous with minors), treat any sexual contact
with such a person as an offense (not always categorised as "rape"), even if he or she
agrees to the sexual activity. The offense is often based on a presumption that people
under a certain age do not have the capacity to give informed consent. The age at which
individuals are considered competent to give consent is called the age of consent. This
varies in different countries and regions, and in the US ranges from 16 to 18. Sex which
violates age-of-consent law, but is neither violent nor physically coerced, is sometimes
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described as "statutory rape," a legally-recognized category in the United States
(however most states allow persons younger than the age of consent to engage in sexual
activity if the age difference between the partners is small, these are called close in age
exemptions).
4.7. Prison rape
Many rapes happen in prison. These rapes are virtually always homosexual in nature
(since prisons are separated by sex), but do not imply homosexual orientation in either
party. The attacker is most commonly another inmate, but prison guards may also be
involved, primarily in female prisons.
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5. War rape

During war, rape is often used as means of psychological warfare in order to humiliate the
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enemy and undermine their morale. Rapes in war are often systematic and thorough, and military
leaders may actually encourage their soldiers to rape civilians. Likewise, systematic rapes are

S
.B

often employed as a form of ethnic cleansing.

W

In 1998, the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda established by the United Nations made
landmark decisions that rape is a crime of genocide under international law. In one judgement

W

Navanethem Pillay said: "From time immemorial, rape has been regarded as spoils of war. Now

W

it will be considered a war crime. We want to send out a strong message that rape is no longer a
trophy of war." An estimated 500,000 women were raped during the 1994 Rwandan Genocide.
5.1. Rape within the military
United States Department of Defense records show 1,400 reports of rape in 2007 and
reports that 34% of U.S military women have been sexually harassed. Military sexual
trauma (MST) has lasting psychological implications for the victims; while the U.S
Department of Defense has been slow to deal with the problem, new programs are being
implemented that make reporting an assault and support after an attack easier.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

123

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

6. False accusation
The extents of false reporting and false accusations are disputed. A.W. Burgess and R.R.
Hazelwood state that "little is published which addresses the issue and concept of false
allegation", asserting that classification of "false reporting" generally makes no distinction
between complainants who wilfully misreport and complainants who mistakenly identify
innocent people. The journalist Dick Haws discusses cases in which figures on false reporting
used by journalists have ranged from 2% to 50% depending on their sources:
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"... one explanation for such a wide range in the statistics might simply be that they come from
different studies of different populations... But there's also a strong political tilt to the debate. A
low number would undercut a belief about rape as being as old as the story of Joseph and
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Potiphar's wife: that some women, out of shame or vengeance ... claim that their consensual
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encounters or rebuffed advances were rapes. If the number is high, on the other hand, advocates
for women who have been raped worry it may also taint the credibility of the genuine victims of
sexual assault."

W

W

Michelle J. Anderson of the Villanova University School of Law states: "As a scientific matter,
the frequency of false rape complaints to police or other legal authorities remains unknown." The

W

FBI's 1996 Uniform Crime Report states that 8% of reports of forcible rape were determined to
be unfounded upon investigation, but that percentage does not include cases where an accuser
fails or refuses to cooperate in an investigation or drops the charges. A British study using a
similar methodology that does not include the accusers who drop out of the justice process found
a false reporting rate of 8% as well. DiCanio (1993) states that while researchers and prosecutors
do not agree on the exact percentage of false allegations, they generally agree on a range of two
to eight percent.
In 1994, Dr. Eugene J. Kanin of Purdue University investigated the incidences of false rape
allegations made to the police in one small urban community between 1978 and 1987. He states
that unlike those in many larger jurisdictions, this police department had the resources to
"seriously record and pursue to closure all rape complaints, regardless of their merits." He further
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states each investigation "always involves a serious offer to polygraph the complainants and the
suspects." and "the complainant must admit that no rape had occurred. She is the sole agent who
can say that the rape charge is false." The falseness of the allegations was not decided by the
police, Dr. Kanin, nor upon physical or testimonial evidence. The number of false rape
allegations in the studied period was 45; this was 41% of the 109 total complaints filed in this
period.

A 2006 paper by N.S. Rumney in the Cambridge Law Journal provided an exhaustive account of
studies of false reporting in the USA, New Zealand and the UK. A tabulated list of studies on
false reporting published between 1968 and 2005 placed the percentage of false reports between
a minimum on 1.5% and a maximum of 90%. Rumney notes that early researchers tended to
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accept uncritically Freudian theories which purported to explain the prevalence of false

allegations, while in more recent literature there has been "a lack of critical analysis of those who
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claim a low false reporting rate and the uncritical adoption of unreliable research findings.
Rumney concludes that "as a consequence of such deficiencies within legal scholarship, factual
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claims have been repeatedly made that have only limited empirical support. This suggests
widespread analytical failure on the part of legal scholarship and requires an acknowledgment of

W

the weakness of assumptions that have been constructed on unreliable research evidence."
According to a 2005 U.S. Defense Department Inspector General report, approximately 73% of

W

women and 72% of men at the military service academies believe that false accusations of sexual

W

assault are a problem.

Taylor (1987) wrote that "suspicion and disbelief of women who charge men with rape have for
centuries had a stranglehold on [...] laws nominally designed to protect women against rape. As a
result, many women did not report or prosecute rapes because the process was so often
humiliating."
Widely reported examples of false accusations of rape include those of Mabel Hallam, Victoria
Price and Ruby Bates, Tawana Brawley and Crystal Gail Mangum.
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7. Statistics
A United Nations report compiled from government sources showed that more than 250,000
cases of rape or attempted rape were recorded by police annually. The reported data covered 65
countries.
According to United States Department of Justice document Criminal Victimization in the
United States, there were overall 191,670 victims of rape or sexual assault reported in 2005.
Only 16% of rapes and sexual assaults are reported to the police. 1 of 6 U.S. women has
experienced an attempted or completed rape.
According to a news report on BBC1 channel presented in 12 November 2007, there were
85,000 women raped in UK last year or about 230 cases every day. According to that report one
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of every 200 women in the UK was raped last year. The report also showed that only 800
persons were convicted in rape crimes that same year.
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Some types of rape are excluded from official reports altogether, (the FBI's definition for
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example excludes all rapes except forcible rapes of females), because a significant number of
rapes go unreported even when they are included as reportable rapes, and also because a
significant number of rapes reported to the police do not advance to prosecution.

W

U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics (1999) estimated that 91% of rape victims are female and 9%

W

are male, with 99% of the offenders being male. Denov (2004) states that societal responses to
the issue of female perpetrators of sexual assault "point to a widespread denial of women as

W

potential sexual aggressors that could work to obscure the true dimensions of the problem."
In the United States, according to the National Crime Victimization Survey, the adjusted percapita victimization rate of rape has declined from about 2.4 per 1000 people (age 12 and above)
in 1980 to about 0.4 per 1000 people, a decline of about 85%. But other government surveys,
such as the Sexual Victimization of College Women study, critique the NCVS on the basis it
includes only those acts perceived as crimes by the victim, and report a higher victimization rate.
Cundiff (2004) argued that the inavailability of another outlet for male sexual desires, such as
prostitution, may contribute to the prevalence of rape.

The research on convicted rapists has found several important motivational factors in the sexual
aggression of males. Those motivational factors repeatedly implicated are having anger at
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women and having the need to control or dominate them. In a study, Marshall et al. (2001) found
that male rapists had less empathy toward women that had been sexually assaulted by an
unknown assailant and more hostility toward women than other males. Freund et al. (1983)
stated that most rapists do not have a preference for rape over consensual sex. Marshall et al.
(1991) stated that there are no significant differences between the arousal patterns of male rapists
and other males.
From 2000-2005, 59% of rapes were not reported to law enforcement. One factor relating to this
is misconception that most rapes are committed by strangers. In reality, according to the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, 38% of victims were raped by a friend or acquaintance, 28% by "an
intimate" and 7% by another relative, and 26% were committed by a stranger to the victim.
About four out of ten sexual assaults take place at the victim's own home.
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More than 67,000 cases of rape and sexual assaults against children were reported in 2000 in
South Africa. Child welfare groups believe that the number of unreported incidents could be up

V
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to 10 times that number. A belief common to South Africa holds that sexual intercourse with a
virgin will cure a man of HIV or AIDS. South Africa has the highest number of HIV-positive

S
.B

citizens in the world. According to official figures, one in eight South Africans are infected with
the virus. Edith Kriel, a social worker who helps child victims in the Eastern Cape, said: Child

W

abusers are often relatives of their victims - even their fathers and providers.
According to University of Durban-Westville anthropology lecturer and researcher Suzanne

W

Leclerc-Madlala, the myth that sex with a virgin is a cure for AIDS is not confined to South

W

Africa. Fellow AIDS researchers in Zambia, Zimbabwe and Nigeria have told me that the myth
also exists in these countries and that it is being blamed for the high rate of sexual abuse against
young children.

8. Effects and aftermath of rape
Victims of rape can be severely traumatized by the assault and may have difficulty functioning
as well as they had been used to prior to the assault, with disruption of concentration, sleeping
patterns and eating habits, for example. They may feel jumpy or be on edge. After being raped it
is common for the victim to experience Acute Stress Disorder, including symptoms similar to
those of posttraumatic stress disorder, such as intense, sometimes unpredictable, emotions, and
they may find it hard to deal with their memories of the event. In the months immediately
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following the assault these problems may be severe and very upsetting and may prevent the
victim from revealing their ordeal to friends or family, or seeking police or medical assistance.
Additional symptoms of Acute Stress Disorder include:


depersonalization or dissociation (feeling numb and detached, like being in a daze or a dream, or
feeling that the world is strange and unreal)



difficulty remembering important parts of the assault



reliving the assault through repeated thoughts, memories, or nightmares



avoidance of things, places, thoughts, and/or feelings that remind the victim of the assault



anxiety or increased arousal (difficulty sleeping, concentrating, etc.)



avoidance of social life or place of rape
For one-third to one-half of the victims, these symptoms continue beyond the first few months
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and meet the conditions for the diagnosis of posttraumatic stress disorder.
9. Victim blame

V
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"Victim blaming" is holding the victim of a crime to be in whole or in part responsible for the
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crime. In the context of rape, this concept refers to the Just World Theory and popular attitudes
that certain victim behaviours (such as flirting, or wearing sexually-provocative clothing) may
encourage rape. In extreme cases, victims are said to have "asked for it", simply by not behaving

W

demurely. In most Western countries, the defense of provocation is not accepted as a mitigation

W

for rape. A global survey of attitudes toward sexual violence by the Global Forum for Health
Research shows that victim-blaming concepts are at least partially accepted in many countries. In

W

some countries, victim-blaming is more common, and women who have been raped are
sometimes deemed to have behaved improperly. Often, these are countries where there is a
significant social divide between the freedoms and status afforded to men and women. Amy M.
Buddie & Arthur G. Miller in a review of studies of "rape myths" note that,

Rape victims are blamed more when they resist the attack later in the rape encounter rather than
earlier, which seems to suggest the stereotype that these women are engaging in token resistance
or leading the man on because they have gone along with the sexual experience thus far. Finally,
rape victims are blamed more when they are raped by an acquaintance or a date rather than by a
stranger, which seems to evoke the stereotype that victims really want to have sex because they
know their attacker and perhaps even went out on a date with him. The underlying message of
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this research seems to be that when certain stereotypical elements of rape are in place, rape
victims are prone to being blamed.
However they also note that "individuals may endorse rape myths and at the same time recognize
the negative effects of rape."

10. Sociobiological perspectives
Some argue that rape, as a reproductive strategy, is encountered in many instances in the animal
kingdom (i.e: ducks, geese, and certain dolphin species). It is difficult to determine what
constitutes rape among animals, as the lack of informed consent defines rape among humans. See
also Non-human animal sexuality.
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Some sociobiologists argue that our ability : rape, and thereby prevent it, is severely

compromised because its basis in human evolution has been ignored. Some studies indicate that

V
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it is an evolutionary strategy for certain males who lack the ability to persuade the female by
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non-violent means to pass on their genes.

American social critic Camille Paglia, and some sociobiologists, have argued that the victim-

W

blaming intuition may have a non-psychological component in some cases. Some sociobiological

W

models suggest that it may be genetically-ingrained for certain men and women to allow
themselves to be more vulnerable to rape, and that this may be a biological feature of members
of the species.

W

11. Criminal punishment in the United States
In the United States, the principle of dual sovereignty applies to rape, as to other crimes. If the
rape is committed within the borders of a state, that state has jurisdiction. If the victim is a
federal official, an ambassador, consul or other foreign official under the protection of the United
States, or if the crime took place on federal property or involved crossing state borders, or in a
manner that substantially affects interstate commerce or national security, then the Federal
Government also has jurisdiction. If a crime is not committed within any state, then Federal
jurisdiction is exclusive: examples include the District of Columbia, naval or U.S.-flagged
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merchant vessels in international waters, or a U.S. military base. In cases where the rape involves
both state and federal jurisdiction, the offender can be tried and punished separately for each
crime without raising issues of double jeopardy.

Because there are 51 jurisdictions, each with its own criminal code, this section treats only the
crime of rape in the federal courts and does not deal with state-by-state specifics. The term rape
is not used in federal law. Rape is grouped with all forms of non consensual sexual acts under
chapter 109a of the United States Code.

Under federal law the punishment for rape can range from a fine to the death penalty. The
severity of the punishment is based on the use of violence, the age of the victim and whether
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drugs or intoxicants were used in the to override consent. If the perpetrator is a repeat offender
the maximum sentence is automatically doubled.

V
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12. Different categorizations and maximum punishments for rape under federal law
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Description

Fine

W

Rape using violence or the threat of

W

violence to override consent

Imprisonment(years)

W

Rape by causing fear in the victim for

Life
imprisonment

unlimited 0 - unlimited

yes

unlimited 0 - unlimited

yes

unlimited 0 - 15

no

unlimited 0 - 15

no

themselves or for another person to
override consent
Rape by giving a drug or intoxicant to a
person that renders them unable to give
consent
Statutory rape involving an adult
perpetrator
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unlimited 0 - unlimited

yes

unlimited 0 - 15

no

unlimited 0 - 10

no

unlimited 0 - unlimited

0 - 20

perpetrator with a previous conviction
Statutory rape involving a perpetrator
who is a minor
When a person causes the rape by a third
person
When a person causes the rape of a child
under 12 by a third person
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13. US Rape statistics

Though people tend to assume otherwise, rape by a stranger is by far the least common form of

V
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rape.
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13.1. Rape of women by men, by perpetrator
Perpetrator

Frequency

W

Steady dating partner 21.6%

W

W

Casual friend

16.5%

Ex-boyfriend

12.2%

Acquaintance

10.8%

Close friend

10.1%

Casual date

10.1%

Husband

7.2%

Stranger

2%

13.2. Rape of men by women, by perpetrator
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Frequency

Steady dating partner 18.6%
Casual friend

4.1%

Ex-girlfriend

22.6%

Acquaintance

3.1%

Close friend

9.4%

Casual date

2.2%

Wife

13.2%

Stranger

1.1%
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Drug, especially alcohol, use is frequently involved in rape. In 47% of rapes, both the victim and
the perpetrator had been drinking. In 17%, only the perpetrator had been. 7% of the time, only
the victim had been drinking. Rapes where neither the victim nor the perpetrator had been
drinking were 29% of all rapes.

W

W

W

Contrary to widespread belief, rape outdoors is rare. Over two thirds of all rapes occur in
someone's home. 30.9% occur in the perpetrators' homes, 26.6% in the victims' homes and
10.1% in homes shared by the victim and perpetrator. 7.2% occur at parties, 7.2% in vehicles,
3.6% outdoors and 2.2% in bars.

Most rape research and reporting to date has been limited to male-female forms of rape.
Research on male-male and female-male is beginning to be done. However, almost no research
has been done on female-female rape, though women can be charged with rape.
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In Section 4 of this course you will cover these topics:
Sexual Assault Of Children And Youth, And Other Sexual Offenses
Property And Public Order Crime
Violent Economic Crime And Crimes Of Intimidation

Topic : Sexual Assault Of Children And Youth, And Other Sexual Offenses
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Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able:

V
S



Define Child sexual abuse



Explain the Effects Sexual Assault Of Children



Understand the Physical harm in Sexual Assault Of Children



Define Incest



Explain the Types of child sexual assault



Explain the Prevalence Sexual Assault Of Children

S
.B

W

W

W

Definition/Overview:
This topic starts with a iscussion of sexual offenses against children and coverage of other
sexual offenses, specifically exhibitionism, voyeurism, and fetishes. Instructors should note that,
although the offenses we cover in this topic are crimes, we often use clinical terminology,
including pedophilia and the other paraphilias. It is also crucial to emphasize to students that the
paraphilias do not necessarily result in criminal actions.
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Each topic begins with definitions and a summary of available statistical information. Data
obtained from official records, offender self-reports, victimization data, and studies on treatment
dropouts all indicate that the sexual abuse of children widespread. We attempt in each section to
discuss the characteristics of the offenders and any relevant typologies, situational factors
associated with the crime, and theoretical explanations. The MTC:CM3 system and the Groth
typology were again discussed.

Aggressive pedophiles have many of the same characteristics as rapists who victimize adults.
The cognitive skills of pedophiles are typically lower than those of the general population and
lower than those of rapists who victimize adults. As a group, pedophiles tend to be older, and
most do not use physical violence in perpetrating their assaults. Nevertheless, regardless of the
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level of coercion or of violence used, victims of these sexual assaults endure considerable
psychological trauma, sometimes throughout their lives.

V
S

Juvenile sex offending, including offending by girls, has received quite a bit of attention in
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recent years. It is a topic that also holds considerable interest for students. Juveniles account for a
high proportion of the sex crimes against young children; in some, but certainly not all cases, this

W

represents a continuation of a cycle that began when the offender was himself or herself a victim.

W

Hebephilia: refers to the sexual preference for pubescent children; the term was introduced by

W

Glueck (1955). It differs from ephebophilia, which refers to the erotic interest in children in midto late adolescence, and from pedophilia, which refers to the erotic interest in prepubescent
children. Men with a sexual preference for adults (i.e., teleiophiles) also have some sexual
interest in pubescent-aged individuals; the term hebephilia is reserved for those who prefer
pubescent-aged individuals over adults.

Paraphilia: A paraphilia is any of several persistent, intense sexual interests, fantasies, or urges
involving nonhuman objects, pain or humiliation, children, or nonconsenting individuals.
Paraphilias may interfere with the capacity for sexual activity with consenting adult partners.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

134

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

Exhibitionism: Exhibitionism known variously as flashing, apodysophilia and Lady Godiva
syndrome, is the psychological need and pattern of behavior involving the exposure of parts of
the body to another person with a tendency toward an extravagant, usually at least partially
sexually inspired behavior to attract the attention of another in an open display of bare "private
parts" i.e., parts of the human body which would otherwise be left covered under clothing in
nearly all other cultural circumstances. Some researchers have claimed that telephone scatalogia
is a variant of exhibitionism.
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Fetish: A fetish (from French ftiche; from Portuguese feitio; from Latin facticius, "artificial" and
facere, "to make") is an object believed to have supernatural powers, or in particular a man-made
object that has power over others. Essentially, fetishism is the attribution of inherent value or

V
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powers to an object. Sexual fetishism, or erotic fetishism, is the sexual attraction to materials and
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objects not conventionally viewed as being sexual in nature; the term was first introduced by
Alfred Binet, the psychologist better known for inventing IQ testing. Fetishism is diagnosable as
a paraphilia in the DSM and the ICD, but many people embrace their fetishes rather than seek

W

treatment to attempt to be rid of them. Body parts may also be the subject of sexual fetishes (also

W

known as partialism) in which the body part preferred by the fetishist takes a sexual precedence
over the owner. Sexual fetishism may be regarded as a disorder of sexual preference, or as an

W

enhancing element to a relationship.

Key Points:
1. Child sexual abuse
Child sexual abuse is a form of child abuse in which a child is abused for the sexual gratification
of an adult or older adolescent. In addition to direct sexual contact, child sexual abuse also
occurs when an adult indecently exposes their genitalia to a child, asks or pressures a child to
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engage in sexual activities, displays pornography to a child, or uses a child to produce child
pornography.

Effects of child sexual abuse include depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety,
propensity to re-victimization in adulthood, and physical injury to the child, among other
problems. Sexual abuse by a family member is a form of incest, and can result in more serious
and long-term psychological trauma, especially in the case of parental incest.

Approximately 15% to 25% of women and 5% to 15% of men were sexually abused when they
were children. Most sexual abuse offenders are acquainted with their victims; approximately
30% are relatives of the child, most often fathers, uncles or cousins; around 60% are other
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acquaintances such as friends of the family, babysitters, or neighbors; strangers are the offenders
in approximately 10% of child sexual abuse cases. Most child sexual abuse is committed by men;

V
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women commit approximately 14% of offenses reported against boys and 6% of offenses
reported against girls. Most offenders who abuse pre-pubescent children are pedophiles, however

S
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a small percentage do not meet the diagnostic criteria for pedophilia.

W

Under the law, "child sexual abuse" is an umbrella term describing criminal and civil offenses in
which an adult engages in sexual activity with a minor or exploits a minor for the purpose of

W

sexual gratification. The American Psychiatric Association states that "children cannot consent

W

to sexual activity with adults", and condemns any such action by an adult: "An adult who
engages in sexual activity with a child is performing a criminal and immoral act which never can
be considered normal or socially acceptable behavior."

2. Effects
2.1. Psychological harm
Child sexual abuse can result in both short-term and long-term harm, including
psychopathology in later life. Psychological, emotional, physical, and social effects
include depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety,, eating disorders, poor selfesteem, dissociative and anxiety disorders; general psychological distress and disorders
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such as somatization, neurosis, chronic pain, sexualized behavior, school/learning
problems; and behavior problems including substance abuse, destructive behavior,
criminality in adulthood and suicide. A specific characteristic pattern of symptoms has
not been identified and there are several hypotheses on the causality of these
associations.

A study funded by the USA National Institute of Drug Abuse found that "Among more
than 1,400 adult females, childhood sexual abuse was associated with increased
likelihood of drug dependence, alcohol dependence, and psychiatric disorders. The
associations are expressed as odds ratios: for example, women who experienced
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nongenital sexual abuse in childhood were 2.93 times more likely to suffer drug
dependence as adults than were women who were not abused."
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Long term negative effects on development leading to re-victimization in adulthood are
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also associated with child sexual abuse. Studies have established a causal relationship
between childhood sexual abuse and certain specific areas of adult psychopathology,

W

including suicidality, antisocial behavior, PTSD, anxiety and alcoholism. Adults with a
history of abuse as a child, especially sexual abuse, are more likely than people with no

W

history of abuse to become frequent users of emergency and medical care services A

W

study comparing middle-aged women who were abused as children with non-abused
counterparts found significantly higher health care costs for the former.

Sexually abused children suffer from more psychological symptoms than children who
have not been abused; studies have found symptoms in 51% to 79% of sexually abused
children. The risk of harm is greater if the abuser is a relative, if the abuse involves
intercourse or attempted intercourse, or if threats or force are used. The level of harm
may also be affected by various factors such as penetration, duration and frequency of
abuse, and use of force. The social stigma of child sexual abuse may compound the
psychological harm to children, and adverse outcomes are less likely for abused children
who have supportive family environments..

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

137

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

Young children who are abused sexually by adult females may incur double
traumatization due to the widespread denial of female-perpetrated child sexual abuse by
non-abusing parents, professional caregivers and the general public. Turner and
Maryanski in Incest: Origins of the Taboo (2005), suggest that mother-son incest causes
the most serious damage to children in comparison to mother-daughter, father-daughter
and father-son child incest. Crawford asserts that our socially repressed view of female
and maternal sexuality conceals both the reality of female sexual pathologies and the
damage done by female sexual abuse to children.
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3. Dissociation and PTSD

Child abuse, including sexual abuse, especially chronic abuse starting at early ages, has been
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found to be related to the development of high levels of dissociative symptoms, which includes
amnesia for abuse memories. The level of dissociation has been found to be related to reported
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overwhelming sexual and physical abuse. When severe sexual abuse (penetration, several
perpetrators, lasting more than one year) had occurred, dissociative symptoms were even more

W

prominent.

Child sexual abuse independently predicts the number of symptoms for PTSD a person displays,

W

after controlling for possible confounding variables, according to Widom (1999), who wrote

W

"sexual abuse, perhaps more than other forms of childhood trauma, leads to dissociative
problems ... these PTSD findings represent only part of the picture of the long-term psychiatric
sequelae associated with early childhood victimization ... antisocial personality disorder, alcohol
abuse, and other forms of psychopathology." Children may develop symptoms of post traumatic
stress disorder resulting from child sexual abuse, even without actual or threatened injury or
violence.

4. Research factors
Because child sexual abuse often occurs alongside other possibly confounding variables, such as
poor family environment and physical abuse, some scholars argue it is important to control for
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those variables in studies which measure the effects of sexual abuse. In a 1998 review of related
literature, Martin and Fleming, state "The hypothesis advanced in this paper is that, in most
cases, the fundamental damage inflicted by child sexual abuse is due to the child's developing
capacities for trust, intimacy, agency and sexuality, and that many of the mental health problems
of adult life associated with histories of child sexual abuse are second-order effects." Other
studies have found an independent association of child sexual abuse with adverse psychological
outcomes.
Kendler et al. (2000) found that most of the relationship between severe forms of child sexual
abuse and adult psychopathology in their sample could not be explained by family discord,
because the effect size of this association decreased only slightly after they controlled for
possible confounding variables. Their examination of a small sample of CSA-discordant twins
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also supported a causal link between child sexual abuse and adult psychopathology; the CSAexposed subjects had a consistently higher risk for psychopathologic disorders than their CSA

V
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non-exposed twins.
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A 1998 meta-analysis by Rind et al generated controversy by suggesting that child sexual abuse
does not always cause pervasive harm; that some college students reported such encounters as

W

positive experiences; and that the extent of psychological damage depends on whether or not the
child described the encounter as "consensual." The study was criticized in published reviews by

W

scientists for flawed methodology and conclusions, though its publication by peer-review has

W

been tacitly or implicitly defended. Following extensive publicity, the US Congress condemned
the study for its conclusions and for providing material used by pedophile organizations to justify
their activities. Russell (1999) speculated that the perception of a sexually abusive event as
'positive' could stem from a mechanism for coping with traumatic experiences, a form of
rationalization.

5. Physical harm
5.1. Injury
Depending on the age and size of the child, and the degree of force used, child sexual
abuse may cause internal lacerations and bleeding. In severe cases, damage to internal
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organs may occur, which, in some cases, may cause death. Herman-Giddens et al. found
six certain and six probable cases of death due to child sexual abuse in North Carolina
between 19851994. The victims ranged in age from 2 months to 10 years. Causes of
death included trauma to the genitalia or rectum and sexual mutilation.
5.2. Infections
Child sexual abuse may cause infections and sexually transmitted diseases. Depending
on the age of the child, due to a lack of sufficient vaginal fluid, chances of infections are
higher. Vaginitis has also been reported.
5.3. Neurological damage
Research has shown that traumatic stress, including stress caused by sexual abuse,
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causes notable changes in brain functioning and development. Various studies have
suggested that severe child sexual abuse may have a deleterious effect on brain
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development. Ito et al. (1998) found "reversed hemispheric asymmetry and greater left
hemisphere coherence in abused subjects;" Teicher et al. (1993) found that an increased
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likelihood of "ictal temporal lobe epilepsy-like symptoms" in abused subjects; Anderson
et al. (2002) recorded abnormal transverse relaxation time in the cerebellar vermis of

W

adults sexually abused in childhood; Teicher et al. (1993) found that child sexual abuse
was associated with a reduced corpus callosum area; various studies have found an

W

association of reduced volume of the left hippocampus with child sexual abuse; and Ito

W

et al. (1993) found increased electrophysiological abnormalities in sexually abused
children.

Some studies indicate that sexual or physical abuse in children can lead to the
overexcitation of an undeveloped limbic system. Teicher et al. (1993) used the "Limbic
System Checklist-33" to measure ictal temporal lobe epilepsy-like symptoms in 253
adults. Reports of child sexual abuse were associated with a 49% increase to LSCL-33
scores, 11% higher than the associated increase of self-reported physical abuse. Reports
of both physical and sexual abuse were associated with a 113% increase. Male and
female victims were similarly affected.
Navalta et al. (2006) found that the self-reported math Scholastic Aptitude Test scores of
their sample of women with a history of repeated child sexual abuse were significantly
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lower than the self-reported math SAT scores of their non-abused sample. Because the
abused subjects verbal SAT scores were high, they hypothesized that the low math SAT
scores could "stem from a defect in hemispheric integration." They also found a strong
association between short term memory impairments for all categories tested (verbal,
visual, and global) and the duration of the abuse.

6. Incest
Incest between a child or adolescent and a related adult has been identified as the most
widespread form of child sexual abuse with a huge capacity for damage to a child. One
researcher stated that more than 70% of abusers are immediate family members or someone very
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close to the family. Another researcher stated that about 30% of all perpetrators of sexual abuse
are related to their victim, 60% of the perpetrators are family acquaintances, like a neighbor,
babysitter or friend and 10% of the perpetrators in child sexual abuse cases are strangers. Child
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sexual abuse offenses where the perpetrator is related to the child, either by blood or marriage, is
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a form of incest described as intrafamilial child sexual abuse.

The most-often reported form of incest is father-daughter and stepfather-daughter incest, with

W

most of the remaining reports consisting of mother/stepmother-daughter/son incest. Father-son

W

incest is reported less often, however it is not known if the prevalence is less, because it is underreported by a greater margin. Prevalence of parental child sexual abuse is difficult to assess due

W

to secrecy and privacy; some estimates show 20 million Americans have been victimized by
parental incest as children.

7. Types of child sexual assault
Child sexual abuse includes a variety of sexual offenses, including:


sexual assault a term defining offenses in which an adult touches a minor for the purpose of
sexual gratification; for example, rape (including sodomy), and sexual penetration with an
object. Most U.S. states include, in their definitions of sexual assault, any penetrative contact of a
minors body, however slight, if the contact is performed for the purpose of sexual gratification.
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sexual molestation a term defining offenses in which an adult engages in non-penetrative activity
with a minor for the purpose of sexual gratification; for example, exposing a minor to
pornography or to the sexual acts of others.



sexual exploitation a term defining offenses in which an adult victimizes a minor for
advancement, sexual gratification, or profit; for example, prostituting a child, and creating or
trafficking in child pornography.



sexual grooming - defines the social conduct of a potential child sex offender who seeks to make
a minor more accepting of their advances, for example in an online chat room

8. Disclosure
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Children who received supportive responses following disclosure had less traumatic symptoms
and were abused for a shorter period of time than children who did not receive support In

V
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general, studies have found that children need support and stress-reducing resources after
disclosure of sexual abuse Negative social reactions to disclosure have actually been found to be
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harmful to the survivors well being One study reported that children who received a bad reaction
from the first person they told, especially if the person was a close family member, had worse

W

scores as adults on general trauma symptoms, post traumatic stress disorder symptoms, and
dissociation Another study found that in most cases when children did disclose abuse, the person

W

they talked to did not respond effectively, blamed or rejected the child, and took little or no

W

action to stop the abuse Although hearing a victims disclosure might be uncomfortable, for the
sake of the victims well-being, it is important to be able to respond effectively. Showing that you
understand and take seriously what the child is saying is an important first step.

The American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry provides guidelines for what to say
to the victim and what to do following the disclosure Dr.Asa Don Brown has indicated: "A
minimization of the trauma and its effects is commonly injected into the picture by parental
caregivers to shelter and calm the child. It has been commonly assumed that focusing on
childrens issues too long will negatively impact their recovery. Therefore, the parental caregiver
teaches the child to mask his or her issues."
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9. Treatment
The initial approach to treating a person who has been a victim of sexual abuse is dependant
upon several important factors:


Age at the time of presentation



Circumstances of presentation for treatment



Co-morbid conditions
The goal of treatment is not only to treat current mental health issues, but to prevent future ones.

10. Children and adolescents
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Children often present for treatment in one of several circumstances, including criminal
investigations, custody battles, problematic behaviors, and referrals from CPS.

V
S

The three major modalities for therapy with children and teenagers are family therapy, group
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therapy, and individual therapy. Which course is used depends on a variety of factors that must
be assessed on a case by case basis. For instance, treatment of young children generally requires

W

strong parental involvement, and can benefit from family therapy. Adolescents tend to be more
independent, can benefit from individual or group therapy. The modality also shifts during the

W

course of treatment, for example group therapy is rarely used in the initial stages, as the subject

W

matter is very personal and/or embarrassing.

Major factors that affect both the pathology and response to treatment include the type and
severity of the sexual act, its frequency, the age at which it occurred, and the childs family of
origin.

11. Adult survivors
Adults with a history of sexual abuse often present for treatment with a secondary mental health
issue, which can include substance abuse, eating disorders, personality disorders, depression, and
conflict in romantic or interpersonal relationships.
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Generally the approach is to the present problem, rather than the abuse itself. Treatment is highly
varied and depends on the persons specific issues. For instance, a person with a history of sexual
abuse suffering from severe depression would be treated for depression. However, there is often
an emphasis on cognitive restructuring due to the deep-seated nature of the trauma. Some newer
techniques such as Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing (EMDR) have been shown
to be effective to this end.
Sexual abuse is associated with many sub-clinical behavioral issues as well, including revictimization in the teenage years, a bipolar-like switching between sexual compulsion and shutdown, and distorted thinking on the subject of sexual abuse (for instance, that it is common and
happens to everyone). When first presenting for treatment, the patient can be fully aware of their
abuse as an event, but their appraisal of it is often distorted, such as believing that the event was
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unremarkable (a form of isolation). Frequently, victims do not make the connection between
their abuse and their present pathology.
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Female victims who were abused before age 12 also will sometimes have a curious vocal

S
.B

inflection recognizable by clinicians, reminiscent of a child speaking, though at present this has
not been studied or explained.

W

12. Offenders

W

12.1. Adult offenders
o

Demographics

W

Offenders are more likely to be relatives or acquaintances of their victim than
strangers. A 20062007 Idaho study of 430 cases found that 82% of juvenile sex
offenders were known to the victims (acquaintances 46% or relatives 36%).
More offenders are male than female, though the percentage varies between
studies. The percentage of incidents of sexual abuse by female perpetrators that
come to the attention of the legal system is usually reported to be between 1% and
4%. Studies of sexual misconduct in US schools with female offenders have
shown mixed results with rates between 4% to 43% of female offenders.
Maletzky (1993) found that, of his sample of 4,402 convicted pedophilic
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offenders, 0.4% were female. Another study of a non-clinical population found
that, among those in the their sample that had been molested, as much as a third
were molested by women.
In U.S. schools, educators who offend range in age from "21 to 75 years old, with
an average age of 28" with teachers, coaches, substitute teachers, bus drivers and
teacher's aides (in that order) totaling 69% of the offenders.
o

Psychological aspects
Offenses may be facilitated by cognitive distortions of the offender, such as
minimization of the abuse, victim blaming, and excuses.
Early research in the 1970s and 80s began to classify offenders based on their
motivations and traits. Groth and Birnbaum (1978) categorized child sexual
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offenders into two groups, "fixated" and "regressed." Fixated were described as
having a primary attraction to children, whereas regressed had largely maintained

V
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relationships with other adults, and were even married. This study also showed
that adult sexual orientation was not related to the sex of the victim targeted, e.g.
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men who molested boys had previously had adult heterosexual relationships.
Later work expanded on the types of offenders and their psychological profiles.

W

They are divided thus:


Situational - does not prefer children, but offend under certain conditions.



Regressed - Typically has relationships with adults, but a stressor causes them to seek children as
a substitute.



W

W

Morally Indiscriminate - All-around sexual deviant, who may commit other sexual offenses
unrelated to children.



Naive/Inadequate - Often mentally disabled in some way, finds children less threatening.



Preferential - has true sexual interest in children.



Mysoped - Sadistic and violent, target strangers more often than acquaintances.



Fixated - Little or no activity with own age, described as an "overgrown child."
Causal factors of child sex offenders are not known conclusively. The experience of sexual abuse
as a child was previously thought to be a strong risk factor, but research does not show a causal
relationship, as the vast majority of sexually abused children do not grow up to be adult
offenders, nor do the majority of adult offenders report childhood sexual abuse. The US
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Government Accountability Office concluded, "the existence of a cycle of sexual abuse was not
established." Prior to 1996, there was greater belief in the theory of a "cycle of violence,"
because most of the research done was retrospectiveabusers were asked if they had experienced
past abuse. Even the majority of studies found that most adult sex offenders said they had not
been sexually abused during childhood, but studies varied in terms of their estimates of the
percentage of such offenders who had been abused, from 0 to 79 percent. More recent
prospective longitudinal researchstudying children with documented cases of sexual abuse over
time to determine what percentage become adult offendershas demonstrated that the cycle of
violence theory is not an adequate explanation for why people molest children.

12.2. Pedophilia
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The term "pedophilia" refers to persistent feelings of attraction in an adult or older
adolescent toward prepubescent children, whether the attraction is acted upon or not. A
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person with this attraction is called a "pedophile".
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According to the Mayo Clinic, approximately 95% of child sexual abuse incidents are
committed by the 88% of child molestation offenders who meet the diagnostic criteria
for pedophilia; and pedophilic child molestors commit ten times more sexual acts

W

against children than non-pedophilic child molestors. This report was confined to

W

victims 12 and under with offenders over 18. On the other hand, when offenses against
adolescents and teenagers were included, Okami and Goldberg (1992), and Kevin

W

Howells (1981), state that most data they had reviewed suggest that pedophiles make
up a minority of incarcerated child sex offenders.
In law enforcement, the term "pedophile" is generally used to describe those accused or
convicted of child sexual abuse under sociolegal definitions of child (including both
prepubescent children and adolescents younger than the local age of consent); however,
not all child sexual offenders are pedophiles and not all pedophiles engage in sexual
abuse of children. Law enforcement and legal professionals have begun to use the term
predatory pedophile, a phrase coined by children's attorney Andrew Vachss, to refer
specifically to pedophiles who engage in sexual activity with minors. The term
emphasizes that child sexual abuse consists of conduct chosen by the perpetrator.
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12.3. Child and young adolescent offenders
When a prepubescent child is sexually abused by one or more other children or
adolescent youths, and no adult is directly involved, it is defined as child-on-child
sexual abuse. The definition includes any sexual activity between children that occurs
without consent, without equality, or as a result of coercion, whether the offender uses
physical force, threats, trickery or emotional manipulation to compel cooperation.
When sexual abuse is perpetrated by one sibling upon another, it is known as
"intersibling abuse", a form of incest.
Unlike research on adult offenders, a strong causal relationship has been established
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between child and adolescent offenders and these offenders' own prior victimization, by
either adults or other children.

V
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13. Prevalence
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13.1. United States and Europe

Child sexual abuse occurs frequently in Western society. The rate of prevalence can be

W

difficult to determine. In the UK it is estimated at about 8% for boys and 12% for girls.

W

The estimates for the United States vary widely. A literature review of 23 studies found
rates of 3% to 37% for males and 8% to 71% for females, which produced an average

W

of 17% for boys and 28% for girls, while a statistical analysis based on 16 crosssectional studies estimated the rate to be 7.2% for males and 14.5% for females. The
US Department of Health and Human Services reported 83,600 substantiated reports of
sexually abused children in 2005. Including incidents which were not reported would
make the total number even larger.

Surveys have shown that one fifth to one third of all women reported some sort of
childhood sexual experience with a male adult. A 1992 survey studying father-daughter
incest in Finland reported that of the 9,000 15-year old high school girls who filled out
the questionnaires, of the girls living with their biological fathers, 0.2% reported fatherdaughter incest experiences; of the girls living with a stepfather, 3.7% reported sexual
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experiences with him. The reported counts included only father-daughter incest and did
not include prevalence of other forms of child sexual abuse. The survey summary
stated, "the feelings of the girls about their incestual experiences are overwhelmingly
negative." Others argue that prevalence rates are much higher, and that many cases of
child abuse are never reported. One study found that professionals failed to report
approximately 40% of the child sexual abuse cases they encountered A study by
Lawson & Chaffin indicated that many children who were sexually abused were
"identified solely by a physical complaint that was later diagnosed as a venereal
disease...Only 43% of the children who were diagnosed with venereal disease made a
verbal disclosure of sexual abuse during the initial interview." It has been found in the
epidemiological literature on CSA that there is no identifiable demographic or family
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characteristic of a child that can be used to bar the prospect that a child has been
sexually abused.
o

V
S

In schools

In US schools, according to the US Department of Education., "nearly 9.6% of
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students are targets of educator sexual misconduct sometime during their school
career." In studies of student sex abuse by male and female educators, male

W

students were reported as targets in ranges from 23% to 44%. In U.S. school
settings same-sex (female and male) sexual misconduct against students by

W

educators "ranges from 18-28% of reported cases, depending on the study"
o

W

Under reported forms

Significant under reporting of sexual abuse of boys by both women and men is
believed to occur due to sex stereotyping, social denial, the minimization of male
victimization, and the relative lack of research on sexual abuse of boys. Sexual
victimization of boys by their mothers or other female relatives is especially
rarely researched or reported. Sexual abuse of girls by their mothers, and other
related and/or unrelated adult females is beginning to be researched and reported
despite the highly taboo nature of female-female child sex abuse. In studies where
students are asked about sex offenses, they report higher levels of female sex
offenders than found in adult reports. This under-reporting has been attributed to
cultural denial of female-perpetrated child sex abuse, because "males have been
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socialized to believe they should be flattered or appreciative of sexual interest
from a female" and because female sexual abuse of males is often seen as
'desirable' and/or beneficial by judges, mass media pundits and other authorities.

13.2. Africa
The prevalence of child sexual abuse in Africa is compounded by a belief that sexual
intercourse with a virgin will cure a man of HIV or AIDS. This belief is especially
common in South Africa, which has the highest number of HIV-positive citizens in the
world. According to official figures, one in eight South Africans are infected with the
virus. Eastern Cape social worker Edith Kriel notes that "child abusers are often
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relatives of their victims - even their fathers and providers." More than 67,000 cases of
sexual assaults against children were reported in 2000 in South Africa. Child welfare
groups believe that the number of unreported incidents could be up to 10 times that
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number. Researcher Suzanne Leclerc-Madlala states that the myth that sex with a virgin
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is a cure for AIDS is not confined to South Africa: "Fellow AIDS researchers in
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Nigeria have told me that the myth also exists in these
countries and that it is being blamed for the high rate of sexual abuse against young

W

children."

W

13.3. Asia

W

In one survey, 2.5% of Taiwanese adolescents report having experienced childhood
sexual abuse.
o

India
Nineteen percent of the world's children live in India, which constitutes 42
percent of Indias total population.
In 2007 the Ministry of Women and Child Development published the "Study on
Child Abuse: India 2007." It sampled 12447 children, 2324 young adults and
2449 stakeholders across 13 states. It looked at different forms of child abuse:
Physical Abuse, Sexual Abuse and Emotional Abuse and Girl Child Neglect in
five evidence groups, namely, children in a family environment, children in
school, children at work, children on the street and children in institutions.
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The study's main findings included: 53.22% of children reported having faced
sexual abuse. Among them 52.94% were boys and 47.06% girls. Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar and Delhi reported the highest percentage of sexual abuse among
both boys and girls, as well as the highest incidence of sexual assaults. 21.90% of
child respondents faced severe forms of sexual abuse, 5.69% had been sexually
assaulted and 50.76% reported other forms of sexual abuse. Children on the street,
at work and in institutional care reported the highest incidence of sexual assault.
The study also reported that 50% of abusers are known to the child or are in a
position of trust and responsibility and most children had not reported the matter
to anyone.
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14. International law

V
S

Child sexual abuse is outlawed in every developed country, generally with severe criminal
penalties, including in some jurisdictions, life imprisonment or capital punishment. An adult's
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sexual intercourse with a child below the legal age of consent is defined as statutory rape, based
on the principle that a child is not capable of consent and that any apparent consent by a child is

W

not considered to be legal consent.

W

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is an international treaty that

W

legally obliges states to protect children's rights. Articles 34 and 35 of the CRC require states to
protect children from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. This includes outlawing
the coercion of a child to perform sexual activity, the prostitution of children, and the
exploitation of children in creating pornography. States are also required to prevent the
abduction, sale, or trafficking of children. As of November 2008, 193 countries are bound by the
CRC, including every member of the United Nations except the United States and Somalia.

15. The rise of public concern
Child sexual abuse became a public issue in the 1970s and 1980s. Prior to this point in time
sexual abuse remained rather secretive and socially unspeakable. Studies on child molestation
were nonexistent until the 1920s and the first national estimate of the number of child sexual
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abuse cases was published in 1948. By 1968 44 out of 50 U.S. states had enacted mandatory laws
that required physicians to report cases of suspicious child abuse. Legal action began to become
more prevalent in the 1970s with the enactment of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment
Act in 1974 in conjunction with the creation of the National Center for Child Abuse and Neglect.
Since the creation of the Child Abuse and Treatment Act, reported child abuse cases have
increased dramatically. Finally, the National Abuse Coalition was created in 1979 to create
pressure in congress to create more sexual abuse laws.

Second wave feminism brought greater awareness of child sexual abuse and violence against
women, and made them public, political issues. Judith Lewis Herman, Harvard professor of
psychiatry, wrote the first book ever on father-daughter incest when she discovered during her

N
I
.
E

medical residency that a large number of the women she was seeing had been victims of fatherdaughter incest. Herman notes that her approach to her clinical experience grew out of her
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involvement in the civil rights movement. Her second book Trauma and Recovery, considered a
classic and ground-breaking work coined the term complex post-traumatic stress disorder." In it

S
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she defines this concept not only in terms of prolonged trauma, but in terms of what she calls
"subjection to totalitarian control." Examples of this concept include:

W

...hostages, prisoners of war, concentration-camp survivors, and survivors of some religious
cults. Examples also include those subjected to totalitarian systems in sexual and domestic life,

W

including survivors of domestic battering, childhood physical or sexual abuse, and organized

W

sexual exploitation.

In 1986, Congress passed the Child Abuse Victims' Rights Act, giving children a civil claim in
sexual abuse cases. The number of laws created in the 1980s and 1990s began to create greater
prosecution and detection of child sexual abusers. During the 1970s a large transition began in
the legislature related to child sexual abuse. Megan's Law which was enacted in 2004 gives the
public access to knowledge of sex offenders nationwide.

Anne Hastings described these changes in attitudes towards child sexual abuse as "the beginning
of one history's largest social revolutions."
According to John Jay College of Criminal Justice professor B.J. Cling,
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"By the early 21st century, the issue of child sexual abuse has become a legitimate focus of
professional attention, while increasingly separated from second wave feminism...As child
sexual abuse becomes absorbed into the larger field of interpersonal trauma studies, child sexual
abuse studies and intervention strategies have become degendered and largely unaware of their
political origins in modern feminism and other vibrant political movements of the 1970s. One
may hope that unlike in the past, this rediscovery of child sexual abuse that began in the 70s will
not again be followed by collective amnesia. The institutionalization of child maltreatment
interventions in federally funded centers, national and international societies, and a host of
research studies (in which the United States continues to lead the world) offers grounds for
cautious optimism. Nevertheless, as Judith Herman argues cogently, 'The systematic study of
psychological trauma...depends on the support of a political movement.'"
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16. Civil lawsuits
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In the United States growing awareness of child sexual abuse has sparked an increasing number
of civil lawsuits for monetary damages stemming from such incidents. Increased awareness of

S
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child sexual abuse has encouraged more victims to come forward, whereas in the past victims
often kept their abuse secret. Some states have enacted specific laws lengthening the applicable

W

statutes of limitations so as to allow victims of child sexual abuse to file suit sometimes years
after they have reached the age of majority. Such lawsuits can be brought where a person or

W

entity, such as a school, church or youth organization, was charged with supervising the child but

W

failed to do so with child sexual abuse resulting. In the Catholic sex abuse cases the various
Roman Catholic Diocese in the United States have paid out approximately $1 billion settling
hundreds of such lawsuits since the early 1990s. As lawsuits can involve demanding procedures
there is a concern that children or adults who file suit will be re-victimized by defendants
through the legal process, much as rape victims can be re-victimized by the accused in criminal
rape trials. The child sexual abuse plaintiff's attorney Thomas A. Cifarelli has written that
children involved in the legal system, particularly victims of sexual abuse and molestation,
should be afforded certain procedural safeguards to protect them from harassment during the
legal process.
On June 30, 2008 in the nation of Zambia the issue of teacher-student sexual abuse and sexual
assault was brought to the attention of the High Court of Zambia where a landmark case
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decision, with presiding Judge Philip Musonda, awarded $45million Zambian Kwacha ($13,000
USD) to the plaintiff, a 13 yr. old girl-student for sexual abuse and rape by her school teacher.
This claim was brought against her teacher as a "person of authority" who, as Judge Musonda
stated, "had a moral superiority (responsibility) over his students" at the time.
A 2000 World Health Organization Geneva report, World Report on Violence and Health (Chap
6 - Sexual Violence) states, Action in schools is vital for reducing sexual and other forms of
violence. In many countries a sexual relation between a teacher and a pupil is not a serious
disciplinary offence and policies on sexual harassment in schools either do not exist or are not
implemented. In recent years, though, some countries have introduced laws prohibiting sexual
relations between teachers and pupils. Such measures are important in helping eradicate sexual
harassment in schools. At the same time, a wider range of actions is also needed, including
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changes to teacher training and recruitment and reforms of curricula, so as to transform gender
relations in schools.
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Topic : Property And Public Order Crime
Topic Objective:

W

W

After studying this topic the student should be able to:

W



Define Public Order Crime



Explain Crimes without apparent victims



Understand Why criminalize?



Describe The hidden crime factor



Explain Decriminalization of public order crimes



Define Property crime



Define Types of property crime
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Definition/Overview:
Property crime, although less dramatic and often less interesting to the student, is perhaps far
more important than violent crime in the lives of most of us. Much property crime is also
referred to as economic crime, because it is primarily carried out for the purpose of improving
ones economic status. A very large majority of the general population is victimized in a variety
of ways by such crime. If we are not victimized directly, then the prices of retail goods are
certainly affected by shoplifting, cybercrime, and employee theft. Insurance rates are influenced
by crimes like auto theft and burglary. Corporate crime, a topic rarely addressed in the
psychological literature, can threaten public health and safety, limit employment opportunities,
and siphon public money away from human services and into corporate coffers.
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The topic looks at the psychological effects on victims, who may experience not only stress and
fear but also a sense of a trust being violated. There are very few studies on the perpetrators of

V
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these crimes. However, psychological profilers have become involved in this area, noting that
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offenders try to communicate to both victims and police investigators. One of the main themes of
the present topiccenters on the ways property or economic offenders minimize, neutralize, deny,
and justify their actions to themselves and others. Perceived control of the environment is a

W

secondary theme, and is characteristic of many economic offenders.

W

Relative deprivation is the experience of being deprived of something to which one thinks one

W

is entitled[Walker & Smith 2001]. Schaefer defines it as "the conscious experience of a negative
discrepancy between legitimate expectations and present actualities.". It is a term used in social
sciences to describe feelings or measures of economic, political, or social deprivation that are
relative rather than absolute.

Carjacking is a crime of stealing a motor vehicle when the vehicle is occupied. Typically, the
carjacker is armed, and the driver is forced out of the car with the threat of bodily injury. The
word is a portmanteau of car and hijacking.
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Identity theft is a term used to refer to fraud that involves stealing money or getting other
benefits by pretending to be someone else. The term is relatively new and is actually a misnomer,
since it is not inherently possible to steal an identity, only to use it. The person whose identity is
used can suffer various consequences when they are held responsible for the perpetrator's
actions. In many countries specific laws make it a crime to use another person's identity for
personal gain.

Key Points:

N
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1. Public Order Crime

In criminology public order crime is defined by Siegel as "...crime which involves acts that

V
S

interfere with the operations of society and the ability of people to function efficiently", i.e. it is
behaviour that has been labelled criminal because it is contrary to shared norms, social values,

S
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and customs. A crime is nothing more than "...an act that contravenes a law." Generally
speaking, deviancy is criminalized when it is too disruptive and has proved uncontrollable

W

through informal sanctions.

W

Public order crime should be distinguished from political crime. In the former, although the

W

identity of the "victim" may be indirect and sometimes diffuse, it is cumulatively the community
that suffers, whereas in a political crime, the state perceives itself to be the victim and
criminalizes the behaviour it considers threatening. Thus, public order crime includes consensual
crime, victimless vice, and victimless crime. It asserts the need to use the law to maintain order
both in the legal and moral sense. Public order crime is now the preferred term as against the use
of the word "victimless" based on the idea that there are secondary victims (family, friends,
acquaintances, and society at large) that can be identified.

For example, in cases where a criminal act subverts or undermines the commercial effectiveness
of normative business practices, the negative consequences extend beyond those at whom the
specific immediate harm was intended. Similarly, in environmental law, there are offences that
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do not have a direct, immediate and tangible victim, so crimes go largely unreported and
unprosecuted because of the problem of lack of victim awareness. In short, there are no clear,
unequivocal definitions of 'consensus', 'harm', 'injury', 'offender', and 'victim'. Such judgments
are always informed by contestable, epistemological, moral, and political assumptions

2. Crimes without apparent victims
The types of crime usually referred to include the sexually based offences of prostitution,
paraphilia (i.e., sexual practices considered deviant), underage sex, and pornography; and the
offences involving substance abuse which may or may not involve some element of public
disorder or danger to the public as in driving while intoxicated. The significance of these two
areas is that all societies moralize over sex, and most prohibited substances act as disinhibitors
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and either encourage antisocial behaviour or reduce the sense of guilt. This classification of
crime contains many instances of criminality where the only injured party appears to be the

V
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accused who has made the personal choice to engage in some form of self-destructive behaviour,
e.g. private recreational drug use. Thus, there is continuing political debate on criminalization

S
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versus decriminalization, focusing on whether it is appropriate to use punishment to enforce the
various public policies that regulate the nominated behaviours. After all, society could deal with

W

unpopular behaviour without invoking criminal or other legal processes.
When deciding whether harm to innocent individuals should be prohibited, the moral and

W

political beliefs held by those in power interact and inform the decisions to create or repeal

W

crimes without apparent victims. These decisions change over time as moral standards change.
For example, Margaret Sanger who founded the first birth control clinic in New York City was
accused of distributing obscene material and violating public morals. Information about birth
control is no longer considered obscene. Within the context of a discussion on whether
governments should regulate public morals in the interest of the public good, Meier & Geis
identify which social problems might be deemed appropriate for legal intervention and the extent
to which the criminal law should enforce moral positions which may lack societal consensus.
Respect for the law in general can only be maintained if the law is worthy of respect. For
example, Ericsson argues ff two adults voluntarily consent to an economic arrangement
concerning sexual activity and this activity takes place in private, it seems plainly absurd to
maintain that there is something intrinsically wrong with it.
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This reflects a more fundamental problem of legal consistency. People have the right to engage
in some self-destructive activities. For all its carcinogenic qualities, tobacco is not a prohibited
substance. Similarly, the excessive consumption of alcohol can have severe physical
consequences, but it is not a crime to consume it. This is matched in gambling. The state and its
institutions often rely on lotteries, raffles, and other legal forms of gambling for operating funds,
whether directly or indirectly through the taxation of profits from casinos and other licensed
outlets. Qualitatively, there is nothing to distinguish the forms of gambling deemed illegal. A
side effect of turning too many people into criminals is that the concept of crime becomes
blurred and genuine criminality becomes less unacceptable. If the key distinction between real
crime and moral regulation is not made clearly, as more consensual activities become crimes,
ordinary citizens are criminalized for tax-evasion, illegal downloading, and other voluntary rule-
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breaking. A further perceptual problem emerges when laws remain in force but are obviously not
enforced, i.e. the police reflect the consensus view that the activity should not be a crime.

V
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Alternatively, if the activities prohibited are consensual and committed in private, this offers
incentives to the organizers to offer bribes in exchange for diverting enforcement resources or to

S
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overlooking discovered activity, thereby encouraging political and police corruption. Thus, any
deterrent message that the state might wish to send is distorted or lost.

W

More generally, political parties find it easier to talk dismissively about crimes if they are
classified as victimless because their abolition or amendment looks to have fewer economic and

W

political costs, i.e. the use of the word "victimless" implies that there are no injuries caused by

W

these crimes and, if that is true, then there is no need to create or retain the criminal offences.
This may reflect a limited form of reality that, in the so-called "victimless crimes", there are no
immediate victims to make police reports and those who engage in the given behaviour regard
the law as inappropriate, not themselves. This has two consequences:


because these crimes often take place in private, comprehensive law enforcement (often
including entrapment and the use of agent provocateurs) would consume an enormous amount of
resources. It is therefore convenient for the law enforcement agencies to classify a crime as
victimless because that is used as a justification for devoting fewer resources as against crimes
where there are "real" victims to protect; and



these crimes usually involve something desirable where large profits can be made, e.g. drugs or
sex.
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3. Why criminalize?
Criminalization is intended as a pre-emptive, harm-reduction device, using the threat of
punishment as a deterrent to those proposing to engage in the behaviour causing harm. The state
becomes involved because the costs of not criminalizing (i.e. allowing the harms to continue
unabated) outweigh the costs of criminalizing it (i.e. restricting individual liberty and so
minimising harm to others). The process of criminalization should be controlled by the state
because:


Victims or witnesses of crimes might be deterred from taking any action if they fear retaliation.
Even in policed societies, fear may inhibit reporting or co-operation in a trial.
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The victims may only want compensation for the injuries suffered, while being indifferent to the
more general need for deterrence: see Polinsky & Shavell (1997) on the fundamental divergence
between the private and the social motivation for using the legal system.



V
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Even if the victims recognize that they are victims, they may not have the resources to
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investigate and seek legal redress for the injuries suffered: the enforcers formally appointed by
the state have the expertise and the resources.


Victims do not have economies of scale to administer a penal system, let alone collect any fines

W

levied by a court. But Garoupa & Klerman (2002) warn that a rent-seeking government's primary

W

motivation is to maximize revenue and so, if offenders have sufficient wealth, a rent-seeking
government is more aggressive than a social-welfare-maximizing government in enforcing laws

W

against minor crimes (usually with a fixed penalty such as parking and routine traffic violations),
but more lax in enforcing laws against major crimes.

4. The hidden crime factor
Because most of these crimes take place in private or with some degree of secrecy, it is difficult
to establish the true extent of the crime. The "victims" are not going to report it and arrest
statistics are unreliable indicators of prevalence, often varying in line with local political pressure
to "do something" about a local problem rather than reflecting the true incidence of criminal
activity. In addition to the issue of police resources and commitment, many aspects of these
activities are controlled by organized crime and are therefore more likely to remain hidden.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

158

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

These factors are used to argue for decriminalization. Low or falling arrest statistics are used to
assert that the incidence of the relevant crimes is low or now under control. Alternatively,
keeping some of these "vices" as crimes simply keeps organized crime in business.

5. Decriminalization of public order crimes
The public order crimes that cause the most controversy are directly related to the current
perceptions of morality. To assert that the shades of behaviour represented by such "crimes"
should be retained or decriminalized ignores the range of arguments that can be mustered on
both sides, but the most fundamental question remains whether the government has the right to
enforce laws prohibiting private behaviour.
5.1. Arguments in favor of decriminalization
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Those who favor decriminalization or legalization contend that government should be
concerned with matters affecting the common good, and not seek to regulate morality at

V
S

an individual level. Indeed, the fact that the majority ignore many of the laws, say on
drug-taking, in countries founded on democratic principles should encourage the

S
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governments elected by those majorities to repeal the laws. Failure to do so simply
undermines respect for all laws, including those laws that should, and, indeed, must be

W

followed. Indeed, when considering the range of activities prohibited, the practical
policing of all these crimes would require the creation of a police state intruding into

W

every aspect of the peoples' lives, no matter how private. It is unlikely that this

W

application of power would be accepted even if history showed such high-profile
enforcement to be effective. Prohibition did not prevent the consumption of alcohol, and
the present War on Drugs is expensive and ineffective. Those who favor
decriminalization also point to experience in those countries which permit activities such
as recreational drug use or prostitution. There is clear evidence of lower levels of
substance abuse and disruptive behavior.
o

The presence of public order crimes encourages a climate of general disrespect for the law. Many
individuals choose to violate public order laws, because they are easily violable, and there is no
victim to complain. This encourages disrespect for the law, including disrespect for laws
involving crimes with victims.
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To criminalize behavior that harms no other or society violates individual freedom and the
human/natural rights of the individual. The right of the individual to do what they will, so long as
they harm no other, or society as a whole, is a generally accepted principle within free and
democratic societies ; criminalization of acts that others feel are immoral, but are not clearly
proven to be harmful, is generally violative of that principle; although exceptions may--and do-apply. (For example, the simple possession of child pornography or engaging in animal cruelty is
criminal, in most civilized nations; however, there is no direct victim (except the animal, whose
rights are not cognizable by law); the reason for its criminalization is the "bad tendency" of these
acts; persons who derive pleasure from acts such as these often have depraved desires--it can be
inferred that people who abuse animals, rarely stop there--and that people who possess child
pornography will seek more than just mere depictions.)

o
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The cost of enforcing public order crimes is too high to individual and societal freedom, and will
inevitably result in coercion, force, brutality, usurpation of the democratic process, the

V
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development of a carceral state, and finally, tyranny. Due to public order crimes not having a
victim, someone aside from a victim has to be used to report public order crimes, and someone

S
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other than the sovereign people itself has to be delegated to enforce the public order laws (for
examples of direct popular enforcement of laws, see hue and cry, posse comitatus, and the last

W

vestige of democratic law enforcement today, the jury). This results in the development of an
apparatus of coercion, a class of "law enforcers" within society, but separate from society, in that

W

they are tasked with enforcing laws upon the people, rather than the people enforcing their own

W

law. This inevitably results in violations of individual freedom, as this class of "law enforcers"
seeks more and more power, and turns to more and more coercive means.
o

Public order crimes often pertain to behavior engaged in especially by discernible classes of
individuals within society (racial minorities, youth, poor people), and result in the
criminalization or stigmatization of those classes, as well as resentment from those classes
against the laws, against the government, or against society.

o

Public enforcement of morality will inevitably lead to individuals developing no moral compass
of their own, instead resulting in external restraint substituting for internal restraint, and, thus,
greater immorality, deviance, and societal decadence.
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5.2. Arguments against decriminalization
Those who oppose decriminalization believe that the morality of individuals collectively
affects the good of the society and, without enforcement, the society will be damaged
and lead to decadence. They believe that law shapes morality and builds a national
character. If laws are not enforced, that is not the fault of the law. If people knew that
they were likely to be arrested, they would modify their behavior. That current laws
criminalizing theft do not deter thieves is not an argument for decriminalizing theft
(although theft is not in any way a victimless crime). Rather it is an argument in favor of
devoting more resources into enforcement so that there is greater certainty of arrest and
punishment. Thus, in public order crimes, it is simply a lack of priority in current
enforcement strategies that encourages such widespread public disobedience which, in
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all likelihood, would increase if the behavior was to be decriminalized.

V
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5.3. Specific examples

Meier and Geis contrast the view that prostitution, drugs, and homosexuality are crimes

S
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without victims, with the view that the participants involved are victims without crimes.
The use of the term "public order crime" grew out of the research to test the hypothesis

W

underlying the term "victimless crime". So-called victimless crimes or crimes without
victims were tested to determine whether a case could be argued that the behaviour

W

produced harmful consequences for innocent people recognising that there was

W

substantial disagreement both about the degree of culpability inherent in the behaviour
and the proper role for the law. Consequently, the effectiveness and scope of the law has
proved limited, both creating and solving problems. The following are examples of the
research findings used to construct arguments that there are victims. It is accepted that
there are other arguments that many consider equally convincing (as an example).

6. Drugs
The use of drugs for religious and recreational purposes is historically verified among a wide
range of cultures. In more modern times, Inciardi reports that the use of opium, cocaine, and,
later, morphine were common ingredients of patent medicines, and "opium dens" were not
uncommon in the larger urban areas. Extracts from the coca leaf were included in the original
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Coca-Cola and, in 1900, heroin was promoted as a cough medication and a treatment for lung
diseases. But problems flowing from addiction led many to perceive the drug element of
medications to be morally destructive. In the United States, the Supreme Court decisions of
Webb et al v U.S. 249 U.S. 96 (1919) and U.S. v Behrman 258 U.S. 280 (1922) drove the use of
narcotics underground and consolidated their criminal status.
In the terms adopted by Schur, drug dealing is now victimless because neither the buyer nor the
seller is likely to report it. However, the majority of criminologist argue that there are victims.
The consumption of drugs can damage the health of users and, in some cases, cause death
through overdose. Some argue that if drugs were available legally, they would be less harmful.
When drugs are illegal, the price is higher, and maintaining the habit takes the money that would
otherwise be spent on food, shelter, and clothing. The resultant neglect is a contributory factor to
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the addict's physical deterioration. In Australia, Walker (1991) finds a strong link between
substance abuse and crime. In general, making drugs illegal results in an exponential increase in

V
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their price so that addicts must indulge in theft, robbery, and burglary to support their habits.
Those people who experience those crimes are indirect victims of the drug taking. The need to
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fund addiction also drives some into distribution where they are more prone to violent attack and
murder. These findings are matched elsewhere. Meier and Geis (1997) confirm that drug dealing

W

is an area where victims are third parties who experience harm only indirectly through, say,
losses from drug-related crime, and the costs of enforcing drug laws and of treating addiction,

W

and the public health costs for treating illness and disease consequent on the addiction, e.g. HIV

W

infection through using the same needles. In Australia, for example, the National Campaign
against Drug Abuse gives a figure of just over $1.2 billion for total costs of the abuse of illicit
drugs in Australia in 1988, including treatment of drug-related illness, accidents resulting from
drug use/misuse, loss of productivity due to absenteeism, premature death, property crime and
damage, and excluding justice system costs. Conklin reports the cost of illegal drug use in the
U.S. in 1989 at $60 billion a year, a 20% increase over the estimate in 1985. The rise in cost to
the state can only be met out of tax revenue, but the burden is not shared equally. Income
actually spent on drugs is displaced from purchases that would otherwise have generated sales
tax revenue. Similarly, the substantial profits made by the dealers is not taxed. Thus, the citizens
who declare income for tax purposes must pay more to offset the cost of drug taking in their
society.
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As with prostitution, drug dealing also affects the amenity of a neighbourhood, destroying
property values and causing the flight of the middle class to the "safer" suburbs. If the police do
intervene, they may alienate law-abiding community members who are stopped and questioned,
and only displace the drug dealing indoors, thus making it more resistant to police interventions.
Further, Sampson (2002) comments that because intensive police enforcement is by its very
nature temporary, the impact is often only short-term and dependent on the resiliency of the
market and the buyers which has been shown to be strong. Some officers have argued that
intensive enforcement shows the community that the police care about the problem; however,
some of the unintended effects may, in fact, have the opposite result. For a more general
exposition, see arguments for and against drug prohibition.
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7. Property crime
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Property crime is a category of crime that includes, among other crimes, burglary, larceny, theft,
motor vehicle theft, arson, shoplifting, and vandalism. Property crime only involves the taking of
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money or property, and does not involve force or threat of force against a victim. Although
robbery involves taking property, it is classified as a violent crime, as force or threat of force on

W

an individual that is present is involved in contrast to burglary which is typically of an
unoccupied dwelling or other unoccupied building.

W

Property crimes are high-volume crimes, with cash, electronics (e.g. televisions), power tools,

W

cameras, and jewellery often targeted. "Hot products" tend to be items that are concealable,
removable, available, valuable, and enjoyable, with an ease of "disposal" being the most
important characteristic.

8. Types of property crime
8.1. Burglary
Burglary of residences, retail establishments, and other commercial facilities involves
breaking and entering, and stealing property. Attempted forcible entry into a property is
also classified as burglary, in the FBI's Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) definition.
As of 1999, there were 1.4 million residential burglaries reported in the United States,
which was a record low number, not seen since 1966. Though, up to 50% of burglaries
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are not reported to the police. The clearance rate for burglary is low, with only 12.7% of
cases being solved in the United States in 2005, and 23% in the United Kingdom.
In the United States, burglary rates are highest in August and lowest in February, with
weather, length-of-day, and other factors having an effect on rates. Fall and Winter are
peak seasons for burglary in Denmark. Most residential burglaries occur on weekdays,
between 10-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m, when homes are the least likely to be occupied. The
temporal pattern is reversed for non-residential burglaries, which are more likely to
occur at night and on weekends when commercial premises are unattended.
Burglary at single-family home construction sites is an increasing problem in the United
States, Canada, Australia, Europe, and Japan, and elsewhere in the world, with burglary
of tools and equipment at residential subdivision construction sites comprising between
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5 and 20 percent of building costs. In the United States, equipment worth $300 million to
$1 billion is stolen each year. Large-scale tract developers are hardest hit by this form of

V
S

crime.

Distraction burglary is a form of burglary where the offender(s) trick or dupe the

S
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occupant or distract them, allowing co-offender(s) to gain access and commit burglary.
The elderly are particularly vulnerable to distraction burglary.

W

Some crime prevention programs, such as Neighborhood Watch, have shown little
effectiveness in reducing burglary and other crime, though can be effective when at least

W

some community participants are home during the weekdays, thus avoiding any large

W

gaps in the Neighborhood Watch during the peak residential property crime hours of
10am to 11am and 1pm to 3pm.
8.2. Theft
Theft of cash is most common, over everything else, followed by vehicle parts, clothing,
and tools.
In 2005, only 18% of reported cases of larceny/theft were cleared in the United States.
Shoplifting is a specific type of theft, with products taken from retail shops without
paying. Items popular with shoplifters include cigarettes, alcoholic beverages, and
fashionable clothing.
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8.3. Motor vehicle theft
Motor vehicle theft is a common form of property crime, often perpetrated by youths for
joyriding. The FBI includes attempted motor vehicle thefts in its Uniform Crime Report
(UCR) definition. About 15-20% of motor vehicle thefts are committed for their auto
parts or with an intent of re-selling them on the black market. Crime prevention and
target-hardening measures, such as car alarms and ignition locks, have been effective
deterrents against motor vehicle theft, as have been practices such as etching VINs on
car parts.
Only 13% of reported motor vehicle theft cases were cleared in the United States in
2005.
Some car types are more popular with thieves, with sports cars often being preferred by
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those stealing cars for joyriding. Sport utility vehicles also have relatively higher rates of
theft, with the Cadillac Escalade cited in 2003 by the Highway Data Loss Institute as

V
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having the most frequent theft claims in the United States.

Construction vehicles are also often stolen, as they can easily be re-sold in the second-

S
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hand market.
8.4. Arson

W

Arson involves any intentional fire setting or attempting to set fire. A frequent motive for
arson is insurance fraud, with the fire staged to appear accidental. Other motives for arson

W

include desire to commit vandalism or mischief, for thrill or excitement, for revenge, to

W

conceal other crimes, or as a hate crime.

9. Law
Criminal law is designed to maintain social order and to protect the authority of the state. In
capitalist societies, criminal law is also important in protecting personal property and creating a
positive environment for economic activity.
In 1473, Carrier's Case in England set a precedent for criminal law in establishing a right for
protecting private property. The English court ruled against those who transported merchandise
on behalf of others and wrongfully kept that merchandise, stating that it constituted a crime of
larceny. The court recognized the importance of protecting property rights, in creating an
environment for the English mercantile system to thrive.
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In the United States, burglary is considered a felony, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
counts burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson in Uniform Crime Reports
statistics.

10. Trends

In 2004, 12% of households in the United States experienced some type of property crime, with
theft being the most common. The percentage of U.S. households that experienced property
crime dropped from 21% in 1994 to 12% in 2004. In Finland, a marked decrease in adolescents
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committing property crimes also occurred from 1995 to 2004. The U.K. similarly experienced
large decreases in property crime, with motor vehicle theft and domestic burglary decreasing

V
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24%, and burglaries, thefts from auto, and other thefts decreasing 45% from 1995 to 2004. From
2001 to 2004, New South Wales in Australia experienced a marked decrease in property crimes,

S
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with rates of motor vehicle theft declining by 39%, among other declining trends in property
crime.

W

From 1996 to 2005, the number of arrests in the United States for property crime has declined by
22.1%. The decline is far larger for offenders under age 18, with a decrease of 43.8% in property

W

crime arrests, compared to a 9.5% decrease for those 18 and over. The peak age for property

W

crime arrests in the United States is 16, compared to 18 for violent crime arrests.

11. Theory for Burglary
Situational factors or characteristics of the building environment may make it a more tempting
target for offenders. Situational factors can be altered by property owners to make a property less
desirable as a target of opportunity for potential offenders. According to rational choice theory,
criminals weigh costs/risks and benefits in deciding whether or not to take advantage of a crime
opportunity.
The permeability of residential neighborhoods, or accessibility to outside traffic, is another
factor. The proximity of residential areas to main arterial roads is similarly a factor, as such roads
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tend to be most familiar to criminals and people in general. Criminals tend not to venture too far
from familiar places.

Burglars who take cash and jewellry tend to travel on foot, selecting targets close to a busy city
center, whereas burglars that target electronics often will travel by car, tending to favor targets in
suburban areas.

12. Crime control
Property crime control strategies in most English-speaking democracies take a Bentham
approach, with focus on punishment and deterrence. Imprisonment punishment also serves to
incapacitate offenders for some period of time from re-offending.
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Topic : Violent Economic Crime And Crimes Of Intimidation

S
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Topic Objective:

After studying this topic the student should be able to:


Define Intimidation



Explain Criminal threatening

W

W

W

Definition/Overview:
Crimes discussed in this topic either involved violent acts or had the potential of doing great
physical harm to the victims. Most robberies do not result in serious physical harm, but a robbery
gone awry can end in death. The psychological damage to the victim, whether or not physical
harm occurs, can be great. Research on robbery suggests it is quite different from what is
typically portrayed in media accounts; most bank robbers, for example, are amateurs, and their
crimes are not well planned. Likewise, street robberies are rarely planned; the opportunity
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presents itself and the perpetrator strikes. Street robbers typically want money or goods and are
not likely to harm if victims do not resist.

Students are usually quite fascinated with topics like cybercrime and stalking, undoubtedly
because they may have experiences relevant to each of these offenses. It is always instructive to
review and compare stalking laws in the students respective states. Hostage-taking also attracts
considerable interest, despite its rarity. Nevertheless, strategies for hostages to take in these
situations and for negotiating with hostage takers can be discussed in tandem with what is know
about the psychological characteristics of these offenders.

Arson lends itself well to psychological investigation, particularly when it is not motivated
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primarily by a desire for economic gain. Although psychological research has uncovered very
few instances of pyromania, or abnormal fascination with fire, persistent firesetting, particularly

V
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among children and adolescents, has been the subject of considerable research and clinical
attention. Although it is not unusual for children to be fascinated with fire and even to engage in

S
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exploratory fire-setting, such persistent interest may be indicative of serious developmental
disorder.

W

In contrast to firesetting, very little research has been directed at bombing, despite the extensive

W

damage they do. We cover anecdotal information about notorious bombers and note that motives

W

vary from mischief and vandalism to extreme social protest or anger at perceived wrongs. The
limited research suggests there is no evidence for a bomber personality or typology of bombers
based on psychological characteristics.

Cybercrime contains all criminal offences which are committed with the aid of communication
devices in a network. This can be for example the Internet, the telephone line or the mobile
network.

Cyberstalking is the use of the Internet or other electronic means to stalk someone. It has been
defined as the use of information and communications technology, particularly the Internet, by
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an individual or group of individuals, to harass another individual, group of individuals, or
organization. The behavior includes false accusations, monitoring, the transmission of threats,
identity theft, damage to data or equipment, the solicitation of minors for sexual purposes, and
gathering information for harassment purposes. The harassment must be such that a reasonable
person, in possession of the same information, would regard it as sufficient to cause another
reasonable person distress.

Key Points:
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1. Intimidation

Intimidation (also called cowing) is intentional behavior "which would cause a person of

V
S

ordinary sensibilities" fear of injury or harm. It's not necessary to prove that the behavior was so

S
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violent as to cause terror or that the victim was actually frightened. "The calculated use of
violence or the threat of violence to attain goals political, religious, or ideological in
nature...through intimidation, coercion, or instilling fear" can be defined as terrorism.

W

W

Threatening behaviours are supposed to be a maladaptive outgrowth of normal competitive urge
for interrelational dominance generally seen in animals. In case of human beings, threatening

W

behaviours may be more completely modulated by social forces, or may be more mercilessly
plotted by individual egotism. To use a 'threat of force' or to 'intimidate' or 'interfere with' means
to say or do something which, under the same circumstances, would cause another person of
ordinary sensibilities to be fearful of bodily harm if he or she did not comply.

Like all behavioral traits it exists in greater or lesser manifestation in each individual person over
time, but may be a more significant "compensatory behavior" for some as opposed to others.
Behavioral theorists often see threatening behaviours as a consequence of being threatened by
others, including parents, authority figures, playmates and siblings. Use of force is justified when
a person reasonably believes that it is necessary for the defense of oneself or another against the
immediate use of unlawful force.
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Intimidation may be employed consciously or unconsciously, and a percentage of people who
employ it consciously may do so as the result of selfishly rationalized notions of its
appropriation, utility or self-empowerment. Intimidation related to prejudice and discrimination
may include conduct "which annoys, threatens, intimidates, alarms, or puts a person in fear of
their safety...because of a belief or perception regarding such person's race, color, national origin,
ancestry, gender, religion, religious practice, age, disability or sexual orientation, regardless of
whether the belief or perception is correct."

Intimidation may be manifested in such manner as physical contacts, glowering countenance,
emotional manipulation, verbal abuse, making someone feel lower than you, purposeful
embarrassment and/or actual physical assault. Behavior may include, but is not limited to,
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epithets, derogatory comments or slurs and lewd propositions, assault, impeding or blocking
movement, offensive touching or any physical interference with normal work or movement, and

V
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visual insults, such as derogatory posters or cartoons.
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2. Criminal threatening

Criminal threatening is the crime of intentionally or knowingly putting another person in fear of

W

imminent bodily injury. Threat of harm generally involves a perception of injury...physical or

W

mental damage...act or instance of injury, or a material and tangible detriment or loss to a person.
A terroristic threat is a crime generally involving a threat to commit violence communicated with

W

the intent to terrorize another.
There is no legal definition in English law as to what behaviour constitutes "Intimidation", so it
is up to the courts to decide on a case by case basis. However, if somebody threatens violence
against somebody, then this may be a criminal offence.
In most U.S. jurisdictions, the crime remains a misdemeanor unless a deadly weapon is involved
or actual violence is committed, in which case it is usually considered a felony.

Criminal threatening can be the result of verbal threats of violence, physical conduct (such as
hand gestures or raised fists), actual physical contact, or even simply the placing of a sign, an
object or graffiti on the property of another person with the purpose of coercing or terrorizing.
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Criminal threatening is also defined by arson, vandalism, the delivery of noxious biological or
chemical substances (or any substance that appears to be a toxic substance), or any other crime
against the property of another person with the purpose of coercing or terrorizing any person in
reckless disregard for causing fear, terror or inconvenience. Coercion is the use of pressure,
threats, or intimidation to compel or force somebody to do something or make something to
happen.
"Terrorizing" generally means to cause alarm, fright, or dread in another person or inducing
apprehension of violence from a hostile or threatening event, person or object. It is not requisite,
in order to constitute this crime, that personal violence should be committed.
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In Section 5 of this course you will cover these topics:

S
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Substance Abuse, Alcohol And Crime

Prevention, Intervention, And Treatment: Juvenile Offenders
Correctional Psychology

W

W

W

Topic : Substance Abuse, Alcohol And Crime
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able to:


Define Drugs and crime



Explain Drug Use and Its Relation to the Commission of Crimes



Elaborate on Illegal drugs

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

171

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net



State U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics



Explain Benzodiazepines and crime
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Definition/Overview:
This topic reviews the relationship between crime and a number of drugs commonly associated
with criminal behavior. Four major drug categories are identified: (1) the hallucinogens; (2) the
stimulants; (3) the opiate narcotics; and (4) the sedative-hypnotics or depressants. Rather than
discuss most of the drugs in each category, we consider only those commonly believed to be
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connected with criminal conduct. Moreover, we do not examine the crimes of drug distribution
or possession. We are mainly concerned with whether the substance itself facilitates illegal
action, especially violence, and what damage the drug does to the user. In other words, are

V
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persons under the influence of marijuana more violent than they are normally? And how does

S
.B

marijuana affect the health of users? Or, to what extent does alcohol directly contribute to loss of
control or reduce self-regulatory mechanisms?

W

Of increasing concern are the so-called date rape drugs, also known as club drugs, that are

W

prevalent at adolescent and young adult gatherings. Because they are usually odorless and
tasteless, they can be given to unsuspecting victims of sexual assault who then may experience

W

amnesia about the incidents that follow.

The relationships between crime and all the drugs discussed in this topic are complex, involving
interactions among numerous pharmacological, social, and psychological variables. It appears at
this point in our knowledge that substance abuse is as much asif not morea health problem as a
crime problem. Individuals who are chronic, persistent criminals are often polydrug users, but it
is unlikely that the drugs they ingest directly cause them to engage in criminal activity. It is more
likely they are prone to violence or other antisocial conduct prior to and independent of polydrug
use. On the other hand, there is substantial crimeincluding violent crimeassociated with the
production, distribution, and sale of illegal drugs.

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

172

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

Hallucinogens: The general group of pharmacological agents commonly known as
hallucinogens can be divided into three broad categories: psychedelics, dissociatives, and
deliriants. These classes of psychoactive drugs have in common that they can cause subjective
changes in perception, thought, emotion and consciousness. Unlike other psychoactive drugs,
such as stimulants and opioids, the hallucinogens do not merely amplify familiar states of mind,
but rather induce experiences that are qualitatively different from those of ordinary
consciousness. These experiences are often compared to non-ordinary forms of consciousness
such as trance, meditation, conversion experiences, and dreams.

Psychedelic drugs: are psychoactive drugs whose primary action is to alter the thought
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processes of the brain and perception of the mind. The term is derived from Greek ψυχή (psyche,
"mind") and δηλείν (delein, "to manifest"), translating to "mind-manifesting." "The implication

V
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is that the psychedelic drugs can develop unused potentials of the human mind." Psychedelic
drugs are part of a wider class sometimes known as the hallucinogens, which also includes

S
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related substances such as dissociatives and deliriants. Unlike other psychoactive drugs such as
stimulants and opioids, the psychedelics do not merely induce familiar states of mind but rather

W

shift the focus of experiences so that they are qualitatively different from those of ordinary
consciousness. The psychedelic experience is often compared to non-ordinary forms of

W

consciousness such as trance, meditation, and dreams.

W
Key Points:
1. Drugs and crime

Drugs are related to crime in multiple ways. Most directly, it is a crime to use, possess,
manufacture, or distribute drugs classified as having a potential for abuse (such as cocaine,
heroin, marijuana, and amphetamines). Drugs are also related to crime through the effects they
have on the user's behavior and by generating violence and other illegal activity in connection
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with drug trafficking. The chart below summarizes the various ways that drugs and crime are
related.
Drug-related offenses and drug-using lifestyles are major contributors to the U.S. crime problem
and are the focus of this fact sheet.

2. Drug Use and Its Relation to the Commission of Crimes
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) conducts an annual National
Household Survey on Drug Abuse (NHSDA) that asks individuals living in households about
their drug and alcohol use and their involvement in crimes. Provisional data for 1997 show that
respondents arrested in the past year for possession or sale of drugs and driving under the
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influence had the highest percentage of illicit drug use in the past year. Past year illicit drug users
were also about 16 times more likely than nonusers to report being arrested and booked for
larceny or theft; more than 14 times more likely to be arrested and booked for such offenses as

V
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driving under the influence, drunkenness, or liquor law violations; and more than 9 times more
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likely to be arrested and booked on an assault charge.

3. Illegal drugs

W

Illegal drugs are related to crime in multiple ways. Most directly, it is a crime to use, possess,

W

manufacture, or distribute drugs classified as having a potential for abuse (such as cocaine,

W

heroin, morphine and amphetamines). Drugs are also related to crime as drug trafficking and
drug production are often controlled by drug cartels, organized crime and gangs. The statistics on
this page summarize the various ways that drugs and crime are related in the United States. Links
for other countries are provided below.

4. U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics
In U.S. about a quarter of convicted property and drug offenders in local jails had committed
their crimes to get money for drugs, compared to 5% of violent and public order offenders.
Among State prisoners in 2004 the pattern was similar, with property (30%) and drug offenders
(26%) more likely to commit their crimes for drug money than violent (10%) and public-order

www.bsscommunitycollege.in www.bssnewgeneration.in www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

174

www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net

www.bssskillmission.in

offenders (7%). In Federal prisons property offenders (11%) were less than half as likely as drug
offenders (25%) to report drug money as a motive in their offenses.
In 2004, 17% of U.S. State prisoners and 18% of Federal inmates said they committed their
current offense to obtain money for drugs. These percentages represent a slight increase for
Federal prisoners (16% in 1997) and a slight decrease for State prisoners (19% in 1997).

5. Benzodiazepines and crime
Drug abuse and addiction to benzodiazepines is associated with drug related crime. In the U.S.
several jurisdictions have reported that benzodiazepine abuse by criminal detainees has
surpassed that of opiates. Patients reporting to two emergency rooms in Canada with violence-
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related injuries were most often found to be intoxicated with alcohol and were significantly more
likely to test positive for benzodiazepines (most commonly temazepam) than other groups of
individuals, whereas other drugs were found to be insignificant in relation to violent injuries.

V
S

Research carried out on drug related crime found that benzodiazepines misuse is associated with

S
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various crimes which are in part related to the feelings of invincibility and disinhibitory effects
of benzodiazepines which can become particularly pronounced with abuse of benzodiazepines.
Problematic crimes associated with benzodiazepines include shoplifting, property crime, drug

W

dealing, violence and aggression and driving whilst intoxicated. In Scotland among the 71% of

W

suspected criminals testing positive for controlled drugs at the time of their arrest
benzodiazepines are detected more frequently than opiates and are second only to cannabis

W

which is the most frequently detected drug. Research carried out by the Australian government
found that benzodiazepine users are more likely to be violent, more likely to have been in contact
with the police and to have been charged with criminal behavior than those using opiates. Illicit
benzodiazepines mostly originate from medical practitioners but leak onto the illicit scene due to
diversion and doctor shopping. Although only a very small number originate from thefts, forged
prescriptions, armed robberies or ram raids it is most often benzodiazepines, rather than opiates
which are targeted in part because benzodiazepines aren't usually locked in vaults and or don't
have as strict laws governing prescription and storage of many benzodiazepines.
Benzodiazepines have been used as a tool of murder by serial killers, murderers, and as a murder
weapon by those with the condition Munchausen syndrome by proxy. Benzodiazepines have also
been used to facilitate rape or robbery crimes, and benzodiazepine dependence has been linked to
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shoplifting due to the fugue state induced by the chronic use of the drug. When benzodiazepines
are used for criminal purposes against a victim they are often mixed with food or drink.
Flunitrazepam, temazepam, and midazolam are the most common benzodiazepines used to
facilitate date rape. Alprazolam has been abused for the purpose of carrying out acts of incest
and for the corruption of adolescent girls. However, alcohol remains the most common drug
involved in cases of drug rape. Although benzodiazepines and ethanol are the most frequent
drugs used in sexual assaults, GHB is another potential date rape drug which has received
increased media focus. Some benzodiazepines are more associated with crime than others
especially when abused or taken in combination with alcohol. The potent benzodiazepine
flunitrazepam (Rohypnol), which has strong amnesia producing effects can cause abusers to
become ruthless and also cause feelings of being invincible. This has led to some acts of extreme
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violence to others, often leaving abusers with no recollection of what they have done in their
drug-induced state. It has been proposed that criminal and violent acts brought on by

V
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benzodiazepine abuse may be related to lowered serotonin levels via enhanced GAB Aergic
effects. Flunitrazepam has been implicated as the cause of one serial killers violent rampage,
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triggering off extreme aggression with anterograde amnesia. A study on forensic psychiatric
patients who had abused flunitrazepam at the time of their crimes found that the patients

W

displayed extreme violence, lacked the ability to think clearly and experienced a loss of empathy
for their victims while under the influence of flunitrazepam and it was found that the abuse of

W

alcohol or other drugs in combination with flunitrazepam compounded the problem. Their

W

behaviour under the influence of flunitrazepam was in contrast to their normal psychological
state.

Topic : Prevention, Intervention, And Treatment: Juvenile Offenders
Topic Objective:
After studying this topic the student should be able to:


Define Theoretical Perspectives on Juvenile Delinquency
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Explain Risk factors



Understand Delinquency prevention
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Definition/Overview:
Considering the very extensive literature on juvenile offending, it may be disconcerting that we
present only one topic on this topic. Nevertheless, because the book essentially focuses on adult
criminal behavior, juveniles cannot get more attention. The topic includes material on both
juvenile offending and the juvenile justice system, because it is hardly possible to separate the
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two. The actions of the juvenile justice system, as well as its organization, both facilitate and in
some ways impede the treatment of serious juvenile offenders.

V
S

We provide a very brief historical and structural overview of the juvenile justice system and
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process. Although the topic does not emphasize this, psychologists may be involved in a wide
variety of tasks associated with juveniles charged with criminal offenses. They may screen them
for competency, developmental disabilities, or suicide risk as well as provide treatment and

W

referral services. Instructors may want to discuss these career opportunities in the course of

W

covering the material in the topic.

W

As the topic indicates, there is a plethora of programs aimed at changing the behavior of
persistent juveniles and perhaps as many aimed at primary and secondary prevention. We do not
know whether they work, because the great majority have not been rigorously evaluated, through
no fault of the front-line staff working with juveniles. However, of particular importance is the
current interest in developing resilience in youth, as opposed to focusing exclusively on risk
factors. We have selected some programs that do have some research support, or alternately that
have received poor evaluations. Showing great promiseand increasingly being appliedis MultiSystemic Therapy, a family-preservation program pioneered by psychologist Scott Henggeler.
The strength of the program may lie in its intensive approach as well as its insistence on
addressing a wide variety of needs of both youths and their families. On the other hand, most
advocates for juveniles see little redeeming value in boot camps for this age group. Nevertheless,
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institutional treatment must occur for at least some juvenile offenders, so efforts to identify
effective treatment programs within these settings must continue.

Juvenile Court: A juvenile court or young offender court is a court of law having special
authority to try and pass judgments for crimes committed by children or adolescents who have
not attained the age of majority. In most modern legal systems, crimes committed by children
and minors are treated differently and differentially regarding the same crimes committed by
adults.

Boot camp: refers to military recruit training, the initial indoctrination and instruction given to
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new military personnel. It specifically refers to United States Marine Corps Recruit Training or
Navy Recruit Training Center Great Lakes.

V
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Key Points:

W

1. Theoretical Perspectives on Juvenile Delinquency

W

1.1 Rational Choice Theory

W

Classical criminology stresses that causes of crime lie within the individual offender,
rather than in their external environment. For classicists, offenders are motivated by
rational self-interest, and the importance of free will and personal responsibility is
emphasised. Rational choice theory is the clearest example of this approach. It states that
people weigh the pros and cons of committing a crime, and offend when the former
outweigh the latter. A central deficiency of rational choice theory is that while it may
explain when and where people commit crime, it cant explain very well why people
choose to commit crimes in the first place. Neither can it explain differences between
individuals and groups in their propensity to commit crimes. James Q. Wilson said the
conscience and self-control of a potential young offender must be taken into account, and
that these attributes are formed by parental and societal conditioning. Rational choice
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does not explain why crime should be committed disproportionately by young people,
males, city dwellers, and the poor. (Walklate: 2003 p.2) It also ignores the influence a
young choice theory does not take into account the proven correlations between certain
social circumstances and individuals personalities, and the propensity to commit crime.
1.2 Social disorganization theory
Current positivist approaches generally focus on the Culture, which would produce the
breakdown of family relationships and community, competing values, and increasing
Individualism.
Studies also show only 16 in every 100 kids will do something bad oposed to adult 26 in
100 will do something bad or illegal.
1.3 Strain theory
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Strain Theory is associated mainly with the work of Robert Merton. He felt that there are
institutionalized paths to success in society. Strain theory holds that crime is caused by

V
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the difficulty those in poverty have in achieving socially valued goals by legitimate
means. As those with, for instance, poor educational attainment have difficulty achieving

S
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wealth and status by securing well paid employment, they are more likely to use criminal
means to obtain these goals. Merton's suggests five adaptations to this dilemma:
o

W

Innovation: individuals who accept socially approved goals, but not necessarily the socially
approved means.

W

o

Retreatism: those who reject socially approved goals and the means for acquiring them.

o

Ritualism: those who buy into a system of socially approved means, but lose sight of the goals.

W

Merton believed that drug users are in this category.
o

Conformity: those who conform to the system's means and goals.

o

Rebellion: people who negate socially approved goals and means by creating a new system of
acceptable goals and means.

o

A difficulty with strain theory is that it does not explore why children of low-income families
would have poor educational attainment in the first place. More importantly is the fact that much
youth crime does not have an economic motivation. Strain theory fails to explain violent crime,
the type of youth crime which causes most anxiety to the public.
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1.4 Subcultural theory
Related to strain theory is subcultural theory. The inability of youths to achieve socially
valued status and goals results in groups of young people forming deviant or delinquent
subcultures, which have their own values and norms. Within these groups criminal
behaviour may actually be valued, and increase a youths status. The notion of delinquent
subcultures is relevant for crimes that are not economically motivated. Male gang
members could be argued to have their own values, such as respect for fighting ability
and daring. However it is not clear how different this makes them from ordinary nonlawbreaking young men. Furthermore there is no explanation of why people unable to
achieve socially valued goals should necessarily choose criminal substitutes. Subcultural
theories have been criticised for making too sharp a distinction between what is deviant
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and what is normal. There are also doubts about whether young people consciously reject
mainstream values.
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1.5 Differential association

The theory of Differential association also deals with young people in a group context,

S
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and looks at how peer pressure and the existence of gangs could lead them into crime. It
suggests young people are motivated to commit crimes by delinquent peers, and learn

W

criminal skills from them. The diminished influence of peers after men marry has also
been cited as a factor in desisting from offending. There is strong evidence that young

W

people with criminal friends are more likely to commit crimes themselves. However it

W

may be the case that offenders prefer to associate with one another, rather than delinquent
peers causing someone to start offending. Furthermore there is the question of how the
delinquent peer group became delinquent initially.
1.6 Labeling theory
Labeling theory states that once young people have been labeled as criminal they are
more likely to offend. (Eadie & Morley) The idea is that once labelled as deviant a young
person may accept that role, and be more likely to associate with others who have been
similarly labelled. Labelling theorists say that male children from poor families are more
likely to be labelled deviant, and that this may partially explain why there are more
lower-class young male offenders.
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1.7 Juvenile delinquency as a male phenomenon
Youth crime is disproportionately, committed by young men. Feminist theorists and
others have examined why this is the case. One suggestion is that ideas of masculinity
may make young men more likely to offend. Being tough, powerful, aggressive, daring
and competitive may be a way of young men expressing their masculinity. Acting out
these ideals may make young men more likely to engage in antisocial and criminal
behaviour. Alternatively, rather than young men acting as they do because of societal
pressure to conform to masculine ideals; young men may actually be naturally more
aggressive, daring etc. As well as biological or psychological factors, the way young men
are treated by their parents may make them more susceptible to offending. According to a
study led by Florida State University criminologist Kevin M. Beaver, adolescent males
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who possess a certain type of variation in a specific gene are more likely to flock to
delinquent peers. The study, which appears in the September 2008 issue of the Journal of
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Genetic Psychology, is the first to establish a statistically significant association between
an affinity for antisocial peer groups and a particular variation (called the 10-repeat

S
.B

allele) of the dopamine transporter gene (DAT1).

W

2. Risk factors
2.1. Individual risk factors

W

Individual psychological or behavioural risk factors that may make offending more

W

likely include intelligence, impulsiveness or the inability to delay gratification,
aggression, empathy, and restlessness. Children with low intelligence are likely to do
worse in school. This may increase the chances of offending because low educational
attainment, a low attachment to school, and low educational aspirations are all risk
factors for offending in themselves. Children who perform poorly at school are also
more likely to truant, which is also linked to offending. If strain theory or subcultural
theory are valid poor educational attainment could lead to crime as children were unable
to attain wealth and status legally. However it must be born in mind that defining and
measuring intelligence is troublesome. Young males are especially likely to be impulsive
which could mean they disregard the long-term consequences of their actions, have a
lack of self-control, and are unable to postpone immediate gratification. This may
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explain why they disproportionately offend. Impulsiveness is seen by some as the key
aspect of a child's personality that predicts offending. However is not clear whether these
aspects of personality are a result of deficits in the executive functions of the brain, or a
result of parental influences or other social factors.

2.2. Family environment
Family factors which may have an influence on offending include; the level of parental
supervision, the way parents discipline a child, parental conflict or separation, criminal
parents or siblings, parental abuse or neglect, and the quality of the parent-child
relationship Children brought up by lone parents are more likely to start offending than
those who live with two natural parents, however once the attachment a child feels
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towards their parent(s) and the level of parental supervision are taken into account,
children in single parent families are no more likely to offend then others. Conflict
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between a child's parents is also much more closely linked to offending than being raised
by a lone parent. If a child has low parental supervision they are much more likely to
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offend. Many studies have found a strong correlation between a lack of supervision and
offending, and it appears to be the most important family influence on offending. When

W

parents commonly do not know where their children are, what their activities are, or who
their friends are, children are more likely to truant from school and have delinquent

W

friends, each of which are linked to offending. A lack of supervision is connected to poor

W

relationships between children and parents, as children who are often in conflict with
their parents may be less willing to discuss their activities with them. Children with a
weak attachment to their parents are more likely to offend.

3. Delinquency prevention
Delinquency Prevention is the broad term for all efforts aimed at preventing youth from
becoming involved in criminal, or other antisocial, activity. Increasingly, governments are
recognizing the importance of allocating resources for the prevention of delinquency. Because it
is often difficult for states to provide the fiscal resources necessary for good prevention,
organizations, communities, and governments are working more in collaboration with each other
to prevent juvenile delinquency. With the development of delinquency in youth being influenced
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by numerous factors, prevention efforts are comprehensive in scope. Prevention services include
activities such as substance abuse education and treatment, family counseling, youth mentoring,
parenting education, educational support, and youth sheltering.

Topic : Correctional Psychology
Topic Objective:
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After studying this topic the student should be able:


Define Correctional Psychology



Explain The Psychologists Role



Elaborate Consent



Describe Treatment



Define Confidentiality



Explain Disciplinary Roles



Relate The Psychological Effects of Imprisonment.
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Definition/Overview:

The focus of this topic is on the work of correctional psychologists in assessing risk, classifying
prisoners, and changing criminal behavior patterns. Correctional psychologists provide three
main services: (1) diagnosis and classification, (2) treatment or intervention, and (3) research.
Surveys of correctional psychologists indicate, not surprisingly, that the research endeavor
occupies the least amount of their time, while administrative tasks consume more than they
would desire.
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An overview of the correctional system is given, with an emphasis on the current conditions that
create challenges for the delivery of effective services, particularly those related to treatment.
Many prisons (and many jails) today are violent and overcrowded, but in most, the majority of
inmates have not been convicted of violent offenses. Even so, an undetermined percentage can
be characterized as persistent, chronic offenders who have a lifetime of going against the social
environment. Jail and prison inmates today often have substance abuse problems, many being
polydrug users, and an estimated 100% has serious mental disorders or developmental
disabilities.

The topic reviews some of the classification systems that have been used, focusing on the most
current versions, several of which were developed by Canadian psychologistse.g., the Level of
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Service InventoryRevised, the Psychopathy Checklist, the Violence Risk Appraisal Guide, and
the HCR-20.
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The topic concludes with a look at offender rehabilitation, which has seen some promising
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results, particularly with cognitive-behavioral models. We look at two categories of offenders,
psychopaths and sex offenders, but instructors may wish to present research and programs aimed

W

at other violent offenders, substance abusers, or white-collar offenders (where treatment
strategies include but are not limited to addressing the justifications and rationalizations

W

associated with their offenses). A main objective of the topic is to develop in students an

W

appreciation for the varieties of offenders and the need for individualized services, whether they
be assessment-oriented or treatment-oriented. Nevertheless, once inmates have been through the
classification process, not all need ongoing psychological services. For those that do, the
concepts of dynamic risk factors and criminogenic needs are pertinent if psychologists are to
offer differential treatment. Finally, despite the topics emphasis on institutional corrections
(particularly prisons), students should be reminded that a far greater percentage of individuals is
under supervision within the community, such as on probation or parole. The treatment
approaches discussed in the topic may be used just as effectively, and sometimes more
effectively, with offenders who are not incarcerated.
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Community Based Corrections is a division of ACT Corrective Services and consists of the
Probation and Parole Unit, Rehabilitation Programs Unit and the Sentence Administration Board.

Retributive justice is a theory of justice that considers that proportionate punishment is a
morally acceptable response to crime, regardless of whether the punishment causes any tangible
benefits.
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Key Points:
1. Correctional Psychology
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Prisons have become the treatment centers of last resort in our current society. There are now
four times more prisoners in 24-hour mental-health facilities within prisons than there are in all
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the state hospitals in the United States. More than 115,000 prisoners are on psychotropic
medication. The largest majority of federal and state prisoners have approximately an 8th grade

W

education, a 4th to 6th grade reading level, and significant substance abuse problems. This multi-

W

problem population is cared for quite out of sight of mainstream psychology. There are
employment, research, and program development opportunities here. What really works for

W

persons with modest developmental delays in managing their substance use? Can materials in a
sex offender treatment program be modified to be accessible to prisoners with significant reading
and language problems? Would modification of court and probation documents, to simplify them
conceptually, result in greater compliance and reduce probation violations? What works in
preventing recidivism? Finally, what treatments within the prisons are actually effective? As
state budgets become deformed to the point where the prisons often get more funds than the state
universities, these are crucial public policy questions.
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2. The Psychologists Role
In historical times individuals felt that certain criminals, due to mental circumstances, did not
deserve the same punishment as common offenders. Initially, this was first used to simply
separate the mentally ill from the normal prisoner (Arboleda-Florez). During the mid-twentieth
century the Federal Bureau of Prisons initiated the active use of psychologists and psychiatrists
within their institutions (Roth). At this time a treatment approach was being implemented, with
the professionals focused on the treatment of the individual inmate in order to create behavior
change (Adams). By the 1970s and 1980s this treatment approach was no longer the primary
focus, with the role of the correctional psychologist focused primarily on the security of the
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institution and community at large (Weinberger & Sreenivasan). With this new direction, and the
regulations in place regarding it, a number of ethical issues have been created.
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One concern with the combined treatment and institutional control role of todays correctional
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psychologist is the potential dual relationships it has created. The American Psychological
Associations (APA) Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct (1992) warns that
forensic psychologists should avoid participation in any practice that has multiple and potentially

W

conflicting roles.

W

The regulations for correctional psychologists within the Federal Bureau of Prisons (FBP) would

W

seem to have made dual role conflicts difficult to avoid, creating an environment that can at
times seriously undermine the therapeutic goals and relationship that is formed between the
therapist and the individual inmate. Upon hiring, each psychologist is placed in a correctional
training program where they will learn basic correctional concepts, such as inmate review (from
a correctional perspective), firearms training, and inmate search procedures. The psychology
manual of the FBP actually states that in emergency situations the psychologists primary
function is as a correctional worker. The guidelines continue by defining situations considered
emergency situations, including those as miniscule as being short staffed. Weinberger and
Sreenivasan (1994) described a situation in which during a shift where the prison was short
staffed the correctional psychologist was asked to assist in a simple head count. This did not
seem to create a major ethical dilemma, therefore the psychologist agreed. However, once in the
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correctional worker role the psychologist was ordered by his administrative superiors to assist in
a contraband search of the prisoners. One could suspect that this dual role could function to
destroy the therapeutic image between the psychologist and his clients, thus leaving the therapist
perceived solely as another cop.

An additional dual role, one that is consistent with nearly every relationship between a
correctional psychologist and their incarcerated client, is the psychologists role as both a
therapist and evaluator for parole and release. The goal of the therapeutic relationship between
the offender and therapist is the successful change of unacceptable behaviors so that
reintegration into society can occur. While there is no reason to suspect that the psychologist
would allow his dual role as the clients evaluator of readiness for parole to effect his willingness
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to provide adequate treatment, one could suspect that the client would be less willing to provide
the information required for an effective intervention. Additionally, it is also likely that the
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incarcerated client would want to misrepresent him/herself in order to be evaluated beneficially.
By doing so they have erected defense mechanisms that will not allow them to release any of the

S
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crucial information required for both an effective treatment and an accurate evaluation.

W

3. Consent to a Correctional Psychologists Practice

W

There are a few potential consent issues that are unique and relevant to a correctional
psychologists practice. Often within a forensics institution a client may not be considered

W

competent to give consent. However, this situation is not unique to corrections. What is fairly
unique is the possibility of forced consent. While it is difficult to suggest the client is being
actually psychologically or physically forced into consenting to treatment, it is not an unfair
assumption that a incarcerated client may fear the way not consenting to treatment may be
interpreted. Many clients in the correctional system are in the process of appealing their
convictions or hoping for parole, its is reasonable to assume that they may feel, possibly
realistically, that if they do not cooperate with treatment procedures they will be punished further
and lose opportunities for release

An important part of the correctional psychologists job is the assessment of dangerousness.
Many clinicians insist that they can make competent assessments via proper training, education,
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and experience (Weinberger & Sreenivasan). Typically, clients desire an accurate evaluation.
The correctional client, however, may feel that an honest evaluation will not aid them, but rather
harm their chances of release. For this reason they may try to deceive the evaluator. Some have
suggested that, in this case, a covert evaluation may be appropriate. However, such covert
evaluations can only be ethically undertaken during an emergency condition, which is limited to
life-threatening circumstances with a risk of escape or internal disorder within the prison
(American Association of Correctional Psychologists, Dubler). Arguably, one could define the
release of a dangerous offender, based on an evaluation in which the client has been deceptive, a
life threatening situation. However, professional ethical guidelines have always avidly dictated
the need for informed consent and such arguments seem to be somewhat unrealistic
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4. Treatment

With recent court rulings, the unavailability, or willful neglect, of psychiatric care is an
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actionable violation of human rights. This has led to a rebirth of the treatment approach in
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correctional psychology. However, ethical concerns also persist with the treatment processes
alone. As the correctional institution increasingly relies on the correctional psychologist to deal
with population control and the institution as a whole, individuals with clearly chronic mental

W

illnesses are being neglected. Mental health professionals continually have to intervene with

W

angry and disruptive individuals, whether or not their behavior is the product of a chronic mental
illness. With this approach, nearly the entire incarcerated population is the responsibility of the

W

psychologist, minimizing the availability of the mental health professional for those who have a
legitimate mental illness. The shear size and diversity of the population for which these mental
health practitioners are responsible is what leads to many of the treatment problems. It is not the
case that effective correctional interventions do not exist, but rather, that they have not found
ones that can support or work with all of their clients

Even within the correctional population that can be diagnosed as mentally ill, one must consider
who should be treated. The predominance of clients come from inmates diagnosed with
personality disorders. They are virtually flooding the case load of the institutional psychologist,
even though the outcome research on the successful treatment of such disorders is extremely
limited and not at all encouraging . As a result, those who are experiencing the chronic mental
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illnesses that psychology can adequately treat (e.g., schizophrenia, mood disorders, suicide) are
being forced to take a back seat to disruptive inmates who the correctional institution wants to
bring under control.

5. Confidentiality
The therapeutic relationship in a correctional setting is greatly hindered by the limits to
confidentiality. In non-correctional practice, the criminal justice system is rarely involved and for
the most part the limitations to confidentiality do not hinder the therapeutic process. However, in
a correctional setting the court system is involved from the very start of the therapeutic
procedure. Clearly, information regarding abuse and violence towards others would be reported
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in either situation. However, when a clients records are available to third party evaluation, as
they are in a correctional setting, ones thoughts and motivations could be held against them. In a
non-correctional setting such information would normally not have been brought to the attention
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of the authorities, for they quite possibly would not have been an adequate violation of the
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limitations to confidentiality. Subsequently, the client may be unable to safely act in an honest
manner during treatments. Such dishonesty can greatly hinder the ability for the client to be
adequately helped during treatment, and may very well explain the high rate of failure with many

W

correctional therapeutic interventions. Surprisingly, neither the APA, CPA or FBP psychological

W

guidelines make any recommendations regarding confidentiality of such disclosures in the
correctional setting

W

6. Disciplinary Roles

The correctional psychologists participation on disciplinary boards that involve any of their
personal clients is a clearly unethical dual role. Fortunately, there is clear enough ethical
guidelines to allow a psychologists exclusion from such a situation However, a psychologists
participation on such boards is arguably unethical even in the absence of a dual role. Prison
disciplinary boards are responsible for exacting actions that lead to an inmates loss of privileges,
transfer to a higher security prison (one arguably more dangerous), or solitary confinement. A
psychologists participation on boards that initiate some sort of punishment is highly
questionable. However, there is no specific ethical guidelines within the literature to specify how
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a correctional psychologist should act when asked to participate on a prison disciplinary
committee.

Psychiatrists have successfully excluded themselves from such boards via their credo to do no
harm. The CPA principles concerning the respect for the dignity of persons, as well as the APAs
principles of respect for peoples rights and dignity and concern for others welfare, would seem to
apply in this situation. Psychologists, however, continue to carry out this role in what could
arguably be a violation of their ethical code of behavior. The solitary confinement punishment
would clearly be a violation of the code. One could also state that the psychologists participation
on such boards eliminates the fields unique role to serve mental health needs, and thus damages
the traditional professional role of the discipline via the loss of credibility among inmates and a
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possible adoption of a jailers mentality.
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7. The Psychological Effects of Imprisonment.
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7.1. The Purpose of Prison

Historically, imprisonment was based on punishing those who wronged society, by

W

inflicting suffering of the body similar to the pound of flesh depicted within
Shakespeares Merchant of Venice. In contrast to this concept, todays imprisonment is no

W

longer simply intended as an acute form of corporal punishments, but a method by which

W

to work on a person's mind as well as his body, through 3 distinct areas which include:
o

Punishment

o

Deterrence

o

And Rehabilitation
These 3 unique areas, when interlinked into a single process are intended to allow
society to remove criminals from a position where they may continue their criminal
behaviour, place them into an institution that satisfies the masses who desire some form
of retribution, persuade other would be criminals that such activities are not beneficial,
and in time sculpt them into productive and law abiding citizens through positive
psychological conditioning who may later be re-integration into society.
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In theory, such a concept fairs well but unfortunately in reality, a large range of negative
psychological experiences encountered within prison do not lead to this otherwise well
thought out plan.
Let us begin by looking at the textbook objectives and responsibilities of prisons which
once again are three.
o

The safekeeping of all inmates;

o

The maintaining and improving of welfare of all confined within it;

o

And the performance of these objectives with the maximum of efficiency and economy.
Safe keeping generally comprises of keeping inmates locked away, counted, and
controlled whilst allowing for isolated moments of welfare activities to satisfy needs
through recreation, education and counseling. Unfortunately, the welfare and
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psychological freedom of the individual inmate does not depend on how much

education, recreation, and counseling he receives but rather, on how he manages to live
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and relate with the others inmates who constitute his crucial and only meaningful world.
It is what the prisoner experiences in this world; how they attain satisfaction, and how
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they avoid its detrimental effects through the adjustment process known as prisonization,
that ultimately decides how, if ever, they will emerge.

W

It has also been recognised, through simulations of prison environments, that lockups
and isolation have the habit of dehumanize prisoners by making them feel anonymous,

W

and breeding ill feelings because of their rejection and condemnation by society as a
whole.

W

Likewise, it must be remembered that offenders have been drawn from a society in
which possessions are closely linked with concepts of personal worth by numerous
cultural definitions. However in prison, inmates find themselves reduced to a level of
living near bare subsistence.
Whatever physical discomforts this deprivation may entail, it has deeper psychological
significance as to the prisoners conception of his personal adequacy - particularly when
surrounded by other inmates, whom 20% are estimated as mentally deficient, and 5% as
psychotic.
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7.2. Structure Prison
The entire prison structure is based on solitude and separatism. Firstly, the convict is
isolated from the external world and everything that motivated his/her offences.
Secondly, they are to a large degree isolated from one another. During the 18th century
this concept was taken to extremes, whereby prisoners were even forced to wear
facemasks that did not allow vision or communication during exercise periods. This
concept is based on the promotion for total submission, and in older prisons dually acted
as a form of buffering with which to control the outbreak of diseases.

Early attempts at submission and rehabilitation where far from perfect. The use of
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solitary confinement was originally designed to allow prisoners to rediscover their own
conscience and better voice through spiritual conversion. Unfortunately, it was later
discovered that no form of torture could have been worse than solitary confinement
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because it ended up causing within many prisoners adverse psychological effects such
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as:
o

delusions,

o

dissatisfaction with life,

o

claustrophobia,

o

depression,

o

feelings of panic,

o

And on many instances madness.

W

W

W

All of which are symptoms of chronophobia a state often referred to as prison neurosis.
It wasnt until 1850 that these disturbing effects of confinement to small quarters was
finally abandoned, and only utilised as an instrument of potential terror to keep inmates
in line.

Furthermore, it brought attention to the need to redesign rooms that housed each
prisoner. But even to this day, confinement within prison, though vastly improved by
comparison, continues to have similar adverse psychological effects.
Timetables also play a large factor in rehabilitation by establishing rhythms, and cycles
of repetition. This combined with convicts personal needs for reward and acquisition
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through penal labour, turns the criminal into a somewhat docile worker. It imposes on
the convict the moral form of wages as the condition of his existence. A principle of
order and regularity.
Prisons issued uniforms also play a large part in destroying personal identity, and
crashing individual spirits. These somewhat bland, yet repetitive outfits are a way
whereby unification maybe achieved within inmates, through the portrayal that they are
no longer individuals, but are part of a whole. That whole is symbolic of - society.
Overall, the entire prison experience with its symbolic mechanisms of justice that
encompass every lock, piece of barbed wire, the thick walls, the never ending
supervision and segregation, the harsh solitude, and minimalistic lifestyles, are
deliberately designed to not only incapacitate, but psychologically curb any prisoners
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personality traits that have been deemed by society as undesirable or dangerous.
7.3. Effects of Prison
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Prisons are often the scenes of brutality, violence and stress. Prisoners are faced with
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incidence of violence and are always concerned for their safety. A long-term prisoner
named Jack Abbott had stated "everyone is afraid. It is not an emotional or
psychological fear. It is a practical matter. If you dont threaten someone at the very least,

W

someone will threaten you...Many times you have to "prey" on someone, or you will be

W

"preyed" on yourself"

Prisons aim to cure criminals of crime however their record has not been encouraging.

W

Instead prisons do more harm than good. The pains of jail confinement affect all
prisoners in different ways. To begin with the prisoners need to withstand the entry
shock by adapting quickly to prison life. Prisoners are exposed to a new culture, which is
very different from their own culture. Then they need to maintain outside links. For
example, keeping in contact with family and friends becomes frustrating. While being in
prison the prisoner must determine his/her way of passing the time since the hours
appear endless
For some prisoners the major source of stress would include the loss of contact with
family and friends outside the prison. There is also the fear of deterioration. There is lack
of personal choice within the prison environment which many effect prisoners. After
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many years of being told what to do they may well lose the ability to think for
themselves and make their own decisions and choices freely
7.4. Age
The age of an inmate also appears to determine the psychological effects of
imprisonment. In 1992, Richard McCorkle discovered what Toch and Adams had
reported in 1989. That is, that younger inmates aged twenty five or below, are initially
more resistant to the prison structure which makes them more likely to be the targets of
victimisation in comparison to older inmates who assume passive avoidance roles in
prison hence, increasing psychological effects of imprisonment. However, it has been
suggested that after the initial shock of imprisonment, younger inmates tend to
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demonstrate increasing levels of conformity over time.
7.5. Total institution and Goffman

V
S

A total institution is defined as "a place of residence and work where a large number of
like-situated individuals, cut off from the wider society for an appreciable period of time,

S
.B

together lead an enforced, formally administered round of life. Erving Goffman believes
that a total institution such as prison, cuts people off from the outside world and from

W

forming and maintaining relationships with family and friends. Prisoners are required to
ask for permission to perform even some of the basic functions, such as asking to go to

W

the toilet. Punishments that are given include solitary confinement, a diet of bread and

W

water, as well as withdrawal of privileges such as cigarettes and recreation.
Goffman identified 5 modes for adapting to an institution. The steps involved include a
situational withdrawal were prisoners minimise their interaction with others. This is then
followed by an intransigent line where prisoners refuse to cooperate with the staff and
show hostility towards the institution. When this occurs prisoners are usually placed in
solitary confinement. Colonisation involves prisoners becoming institutionalised and
they begin to feel that life in prison is more desirable than life outside the prison. Then
conversion leads prisoners to adopt what the guards regard them to be like. Finally
playing it cool is done by staying out of trouble so that when they are released they will
have "a maximum chance, in the particular circumstances of eventually getting out
physically and psychologically undamaged"
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7.6. Pain of Confinement
The pain of confinement are limited to certain psychological deprivations. This includes
the loss of liberty were prisoners experience a limitation of movement. There is also the
pain of moral rejection implied in confinement. Confinement applies that the prisoner is
not trusted or respected therefore s/he should not be able to move freely amongst other
citizens.
Prisoners must obey rules and there are restrictions placed on what goods they may have
with them and when. Sexual deprivation places pressure on prisoners towards
homosexual satisfaction of ones sexual needs. It also involves a cry for the compassion
of a woman. Also loss of autonomy suggests that prisoners are under the control of
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officials. Prisoners must obey rules and are treated like children. Combined these
psychological deprivations lead to a destruction of the human personality.
7.7. Isolation

V
S

Isolation is the term used when inmates are separated from the general prison

S
.B

population. There are three situations which may call for an inmate to be put in isolation.
These include disciplinary segregation, administrative segregation, and protective

W

custody. As one may predict, whether an inmate becomes severely psychologically
effected by solitary confinement is dependent on how much time is spent in isolation.

W

(Bartol & Bartol). For instance, an inmate who is placed in isolation for a few days will

W

not be as psychologically effected by the experience in comparison to an inmate who is
isolated for a longer period of time.
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