
Feb. 26, 2004 
 

Definition III:  The Role of Culture and Ideology in the Family 
 
I. What is culture? 
 

A. In anthropology it has several meanings 
 

1. For the purposes of this course, we’ll define it as: 
 

a. A shared set of beliefs, propositions, values 
 

b. They are learned, rather than genetically inherited 
 
   c. Some of them consciously taught 
 

1) Many animals learn all kinds of stuff 
 
    2) But it’s difficult to demonstrate that non-human 

animals are consciously teaching 
 
    3) Of course, a lot of culture is learned unconsciously 
 
    4) Examples? 
 
 B. A frequent assumption is that the group that shares culture is 

identifiable—an actual population is “a culture” 
 
  1. A big assumption and, it turns out, unwarranted 
 
   a. Is the USA a single culture?  Very difficult to argue 
 
   b. So we have to use terms like subculture 
 
   c. And acknowledge that a lot of what is shared by most 

Americans is shared by Canadians and others, etc. 
 
   d. And conclude that the concept of American culture—or 

American family—is an idea, a powerful idea with 
significant effects 
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   e. But, narrowly defined, it doesn’t correspond to 

something on the ground 
 
   f. We can never discover a population that entirely and 

exclusively shares a collection of beliefs, propositions, 
and values 

 
  2. The idea of a country that shares a single culture is relatively 

new 
 
   a. No one had such an idea during colonial times, nor back 

in Europe 
 
   b. This notion arose out of the nationalism that developed 

only during the 19th century 
 
    1) That said a state—a political unit: 
 
    2) Is also a nation: a “people” who share a common 

culture 
 
    3) Very few—certainly not the USA nor China 
 
   c. The concept of “the American family” 
 
    1) Is new 
 
    2) And is a concept; does not correspond to reality, 

which is much more diverse and complex  
 
II. We’re trying to understand families living in the USA  
 

A. As they really are (description and analysis) 
 

B. As we wish they were (prescription—normative)—shoulds and oughts 
 

C. As we think they are 
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1. Based on information we have received from our families, the 
media, our educational institutions, our professional experts, 
our politicians, our religious leaders, etc. 

 
  2. Coontz’s goal is to show the gap between how we think they 

are and how they really are 
 
 D. These three notions are related, but by no means are they identical 
 
  1. So, if we want to define the American family, we have to 

specify at the outset which notion we’re dealing with 
 
  2. Your second assignment will ask you to analyze images of the 

family in popular culture—not analyze real families 
 
III. Ideology 
 
 A. What does this concept share with concept of culture? 
 
  1. Both ideology and culture are defined as a shared set of beliefs, 

propositions, and values 
 
 B. But ideology presupposes a class society, a stratified society 
 
  1. We would not use the word “ideology” when speaking about 

egalitarian societies—societies with no institutionalized ranking 
 
  2. Ideology refers to the fact that in stratified societies the cultural 

beliefs, propositions, and values—the received wisdom about the 
world: 

 
   a. Has the result of benefiting the folks at the top more than 

the folks at the bottom 
 
   b. Ideology works to maintain and justify a set of structured, 

institutionalized relationships 
 
   c. To analyze ideology we must uncover how the status quo 

provides large advantages to those who already have more 
power and privilege 
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1) “Status quo” is Latin for “things as they are right 

now” 
 
    2) And analyze how everyone is led to believe that the 

accomplishments, the success, the privileges 
achieved by those on top result from their inborn 
superiority 

 
    3) They belong to a superior sex, ethnicity, race, social 

class or caste 
 
 C. Social systems are always in flux, meeting challenges 
 
  1. So those who occupy positions of power are not satisfied with 

their position unless they can justify it 
 
  2. This is the definition of ideology: the set of ideas, propositions 

and values that justify the status quo 
 
 D. The way the dominant classes stay dominant is, for the most part, 

through ideology, not brute force 
 

1. Sometimes actions involving raw power—coercion—occur 
 

a. Examples? 
 

b. But a system is crumbling if it needs brute force to 
accomplish most of what it needs to do 

 
c. A social system will be more stable, successful if those in 

power maintain their position through acts justified by 
ideology 

 
   d. Which means they have authority—legitimate power, not 

just raw power 
 
    1) Examples of raw power? 
 
    2) Examples of authority—legitimate power? 
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    3) Examples of ideology internalized so that people 

want to do what they’re supposed to do even when 
it works against their interest? 

 
 E. Remember: things are never totally static—the status quo is never 

completely stable 
 
  1. Our current ideology about family, about gender roles, etc., is a 

good example: it is very dynamic, evolving rapidly, very 
unstable 

 
  2. Where there is ideology, there are always those who dispute it; 

there is always resistance, even though sometimes it’s almost 
invisible1

 
   a. Although one purpose of ideology is to convince members 

of a society that the way things are is the way things ought 
to be, “naturally” should be 

 
  3. Things constantly change for 2 reasons 
 
   a. Societies are always changing; culture is always changing 
 
   b. And no matter how powerful, how successful an ideology 

appears to be, there are always those who are challenging 
it, working to undermine it 

 
 F. An example of ideology in operation are the justifications for the 

practice of female genital operations in Islamic North Africa 
 

1. The culture of these societies consists in part of a set of beliefs 
about what it takes to transform a girl into a proper woman 

 
2. We use the concept of ideology when we analyze how such 

beliefs and practices benefit those in power; here seen to be men 
and the patriarchal system and its institutions 

 

                                                      
1  This is called counter-hegemony.  See Raymond Williams, Key Words.  London, 1976. 
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a. Who benefits is a question that has to be empirically 
investigated 

 
3. Notice that women in these societies believe that genital cutting 

is good and necessary—they are the ones doing the surgeries 
 

4. Don’t ever think that ideology is subscribed to only by those 
whom it benefits 

 
a. The term loses its meaning when this happens 

 
5. We don’t really KNOW what the women think 

 
a. What they say is that their daughters would never get 

married without the operations 
 
   b. Which is true 
 
 G. The notion of ideology contains the possibility that these systems of 

belief contain untruths 
 

1. And that these untruths—myths—as Coontz puts it, “the way we 
never were” 

 
   a. Are not accidental 
 
  2. Such untruths support the status quo 
 
  3. Our analyses must avoid giving the impression that the most 

powerful people meet and conspire how to brainwash people, to 
silence dissidence so they can remain in power 

 
a. It doesn’t work this way 

 
b. For example, men who recognize that the system gives 

them special advantages know they didn’t create it 
 
   c. They may profit from it, but they didn’t create it 
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   d. Most often, though, the beneficiaries do not recognize the 
extent to which ideology influences people 

 
    1) The same goes for those who are oppressed by it 
 
    2) “A head almost too small for intellect but just big 

enough for love” 
 
     a) A man or a woman could have written this 
 
     b) Your reader responses express surprise that 

women would “betray” their sex; how could 
they be so stupid, you asked 

 
     c) In 100 years people will look at us and ask 

the same questions—how could we have 
been such dupes, not to see that X and Y are 
not in our interest? 

 
 H. How do we uncover the untruths in an ideology? 
 

1. How do we move from our assumptions—our thinking about the 
American family to an understanding of how the American 
family really is? 

 
  2. How do we unpack all of our “shoulds” and “oughts” about the 

family and analyze them as ideology? 
 
 I. It’s not easy 
 
  1. One way is to look at other cultures or look at the past: the 

ideological structures are apparent because we don’t believe in 
them 

 
a. We don’t think genitals have to be cut or feet bound to 

make a woman marriageable, these aren’t our idea of 
“shoulds” nor our idea of beauty 

 
   b. This way we can see the workings of ideology more 

clearly and apply this understanding to our own society 
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  2. Anthropology not only seeks to make the strange familiar, but to 

make the familiar strange 
 
   a. Because, unlike chemistry or physics, we don’t have a 

way to step back adequately enough to observe what 
we’re studying comprehensively and objectively 

 
  3. We do what we’re doing in this class: 
 
   a. Learn new facts (Coontz, Hutter) 
 
   b. Debate among ourselves 
 
    1) Which permits us to see the outlines of our ideology 

through the attempts to resist it and subvert it that 
we observe in these debates 

 
   c. And work to learn about ideology itself 
 
    1) We look at other cultures and America’s own 

history not just to learn how different people were 
then, how wrongheaded, but learn about how they 
came to espouse these beliefs, hold these 
presuppositions, have these particular values 

 
IV. Final example 
 
 A. Production and maintenance of ideology in medical schools and 

clinical practice 
 
  1. Gynecology textbooks: 17 analyzed, all published after 19422

 
2. Authors were men seen as knowledgeable scientists whose 

utmost concern was for their patients because they were 
clinicians as well 

 
                                                      
2 Diana Scully and Pauline Bart, 1973.  “A funny thing happened on the way to the orifice:  Women in gynecology 
tetbooks.”  Pp. 283 in Joan Huber, ed., Changing Women in a Changing Society.  Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press:283-288. 
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a. Lots of authority 
 
  3. “The fundamental biologic factor in women is the urge of 

motherhood balanced by the fact that sexual pleasure is entirely 
secondary or even absent” (1943) 

 
  4. Women “are almost universally generally frigid,” while the male 

“is created to fertilize as many females as possible and has an 
infinite appetite and capacity for intercourse” (same text) 

 
  5. Even if she is “truly frigid…the marital relations may proceed 

without disturbing either partner” (1962) 
 
  6. “It is good advice to recommend to the women the advantage of 

innocent simulation of sex responsiveness, and as a matter of 
fact many women in their desire to please their husbands learned 
the advantage of such innocent deception” (1952) 

 
  7. Belief in two kinds of female orgasms long after Kinsey’s 

research discredited this idea (published in 1953): 
 
   a. “The transference of sensations from the clitoris to the 

vagina is completed only in part and frequently not at 
all…If there has been much manual stimulation of the 
clitoris it may be reluctant to abandon control, or the 
vagina may be unwilling to accept the combined role of 
arbiter of sensation and vehicle for reproduction” (1962) 

 
8. “An important feature of sex desire in the man is the urge to 

dominate the women and subjugate her to his will; in the women 
acquiescence to the masterful takes a high place” (1967) 

 
   9. “The traits that compose the core of the female personality are 

feminine narcissism, masochism and passivity (1971) 
 
  10. “The frequency of intercourse depends entirely upon the male 

sex drive…The bride should b advised to allow her husband’s 
sex drive to set their pace and she should attempt to gear hers 
satisfactorily to his.  If she finds after several months or years 
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that this is not possible, she is advised to consult her physician as 
soon as she realizes there is a real problem.” (1972) 

 
  11. “If like all human beings he [the gynecologist] is made in the 

image of the Almighty, and if he is kind, then his kindness and 
concern for his patient may provide her with a glimpse of God’s 
image” (1968) 

 
   a. If humans are made in the image of the Almighty, why 

doesn’t she look in a mirror? 
 
 B. This is the U.S. not so long ago 
 
  1. Not rural China or Taiwan not so long ago, where people did 

very strange things like sell their daughters, adopt infants as 
daughters-in-law, or become prostitutes to help their mothers 

 
  2. The closer we get to the present the more difficult it is to observe 

the workings of ideology, but it’s worth the effort 
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March 2, 2004 
 

Definition of the Family IV: Ethnic and Social Class Variability 
 
Read:  Taylor: Diversity within African American Families. 
  Zinn and Wells, Diversity within Latino Families: New Lessons for 

Family Social Science. 
  Sudarkasa: Interpreting the African Heritage in Afro-American 

Family Organization. 
  Sherif: Islamic Family Ideals and their Relevance to American 

Muslim Families 
  Pyke: “The Normal American Family” as an Interpretive Structure of 

Family Life among Grown Children of Korean and Vietnamese 
Immigrants.  

 
I. Sources of Diversity in America 
 

A. Native Americans 
 

B. Immigrants 
 

1. The early colonists: British, French, German 
 

2. Then in the mid-nineteenth century until shortly after WWI, 
waves and waves 

 
a. Between 30 and 35 million left Europe—different 

countries at different times 
 

b. Also perhaps as many as 1/3 went back: failed to find a 
fortune, or had prospered, and returned to the homeland 

 
3. “Old” period: 1830 to 1882 mainly Irish, German, 

Scandinavian, British 
 

4. “New” period: 1882 to 1930: after industrialization: Slavs, 
Italians, Greeks, E. European Jews—by 1914, they constituted 
over 80% of total immigration 

 
5. Vastly greater cultural differences 

Definition IV Ethnic and Social Class Variability  07/03/04 
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6. Although valued as cheap labor, a great deal of resistance, of 

xenophobia 
 

7. Immigration greatly slowed down between 1925 and 1965 
 

a. Restrictive legislation 
 

b. Idea that immigrants’ family values were discordant and 
eroded American values 

 
c. Also eugenics notions: first IQ tests showed that S. 

Europeans were intellectually defective 
 

d. Higher birth rates seen as threatening ratio of “real” 
Americans 

 
8. 1965 and on: the Hart-Cellar Amendments to Immigration and 

Nationality Acts of 1920 and 1924 abolished national origin 
criterion 

 
a. Preference to those with occupational skills judged to be 

needed 
 

9. Asians, Indians (S. Asians) and Pacific Islanders 
 

10. Also need to look at “Circular Migration” – Hispanics 
 

a. Puerto Rico the best example 
 

b. “Hispanics,” or Latinos, are a very diverse group 
 

1) Cuban Americans in Miami differ a great deal 
socioeconomically and politically from Chicanos 
in California, Guatemalan refugees from the war, 
etc. 

 
C. And, of course, the unwilling immigrants: Africans shipped over 

during the slave trade 
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1. Blacks were always a part of colonial America and the early 
republic 

 
a. By no means were all of them slaves 

 
   b. The plantation economy did not become important until 

the 19th century 
 
II. The relationship between race and ethnicity, and social class 
 

A. Complex and varied; folk models of race and ethnicity often 
unconsciously include assumptions about socio-economic status 

 
1. Correlations can be found between race/ethnicity and low 

socio-economic status; but they are not due to race and ethnicity 
themselves 

 
a. Due to the situation of migrants upon arrival 

 
1) For example lack of English language skills 

prevent engaging in some kinds of occupations 
 

2) How many of you Americans have someone in 
your extended family whose first language is not 
English? 

 
b. Due to discrimination by the mainstream society that 

continues to the next generation and beyond 
 

2. Can anyone think of a bigoted folk model combining ethnicity 
and high socioeconomic status? 

 
a. Some forms of anti-Semitism 

 
III. Families and their roles in ethnic populations in the US 
 

A. There are debates in the literature about the degree to which non-
mainstream family structures, values derive from previous culture or 
occur because they are adaptive 
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1. You will notice Sudarkasa refers to African origins of some of 
the traits found in African-American families 

 
2. A difficult question to answer 

 
a. It is certainly true that for all ethnic groups in America 

the extended family (not co-residential) plays a more 
important role 

 
b. As did extended families in W. Africa in the 19th century, 

is true for the rural Mexicans, the rural Puerto Ricans, the 
Chinese, the Jews, the rural Irish, the rural Southern 
Italians, etc., who were the homeland of the immigrants 

 
c. And characterizes the only non-immigrant group: Native 

Americans 
 

3. But almost any ethnic will speak of the extended family as 
necessary, sometimes to the point of simple survival 

 
a. Share wealth, share labor, help in emergencies 

 
b. Call To Home will illustrate how this works for rural 

Southern black families 
 

4. We don’t have to worry about this debate, but it’s useful to see 
how non-nuclear forms of the family can be adaptive 

 
5. Adaptive to the difficult circumstances poor people find 

themselves in 
 

6. If any of you generalizes about “black families” on the final 
exam when you’re actually talking about “poor black families” 
you will lose credit 

 
   a. And guaranteed some of you will make this mistake 
 

B. Stack’s other study of welfare-dependent families in a ghetto area of a 
Midwestern city, published in 1975 
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1. They are very unlike the middle class  
 

a. Members interact with nuclear family members and non-
relatives much more than with extended family 

 
2. This model is far less common in extremely poor families 

 
a. Very strong ties with kin are maintained 

 
b. Even if fathers live elsewhere, children often know and 

visit their fathers and paternal kin 
 

c. The “in-law” tie is weak, but the consanguineal ties are 
strong 

 
d. Children see extended kin—grandparents, uncles, aunts, 

great-aunts and uncles, and cousins more often than do 
their middle-class white counterparts 

 
e. Stack noted that maternal uncles often play roles we 

associate with fathers 
 

f. Stack, and many others criticized the welfare policies of 
the time that denied Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children to households with able-bodied male residents 

 
g. Policies that assumed these men could find employment 

 
h. Women were more likely to find work—as domestics 

 
3. Stereotypes of families in the ghetto Stack calls “The Flats” are 

familiar 
 

a. Fatherless 
 

b. Matriarchal 
 

c. Unstable 
 

d. Disorganized 
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e. High rates of illegitimacy 

 
4. Let’s use more neutral language 

 
a. Co-residence 

 
b. Kinship-based exchange networks linking multiple 

domestic units 
 

c. Elastic household boundaries 
 

d. Lifelong bonds to 3-generation households 
 

e. Social controls against the formation of marriages that 
could endanger the network of kin 

 
f. Domestic authority of women 

 
g. Limitations on the role of the husband or male friend 

within a woman’s kin network 
 

5. Do residents of the Flats want things this way? 
 

a. They participate in mainstream American life; they 
would change some of the way they live if they could 

 
1) They have internalized many of the values they see 

in ads, on TV, billboards, etc. 
 

b. But, given unemployment, esp. the hardcore unemployed 
 

c. And the unpredictability of employment and other 
sources of income 

 
d. People will exchange a lot, and have a general 

expectation that everyone will share 
 

1) Sharing is a survival tactic: everyone is aware of 
this 
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2) The poorest people are the most likely to pay back 

 
3) Your resources are in people, not in things 

 
4) Redistribution because the environment is 

uncontrollable – you share what you have because 
someday you’ll be in desperate need 

 
5) This is interpreted by outsiders as “a disinterest in 

delayed rewards” 
 

a) Words always carry connotations; compare 
“saving for a rainy day” to “hoarding” 
“being stingy” 

 
6) Coontz makes this point as well 

 
6. However, insofar as some of these features are seen as part of 

“black culture,” African Americans will value them and not 
consider them and middle-class values as mutually exclusive 

 
7. Stack redefined “the family” to fit the Flats: 

 
a. “The smallest, organized, durable network of kin and 

non-kin who interact daily, providing domestic needs for 
children and assuring their survival” 

 
b. Notice there’s no mention of co-residence: this family is 

diffused over several kin-based households, which can 
fluctuate in terms of location and composition 

 
c. This poor black urban family is 

 
1) Organized 

 
2) Tenacious 

 
3) Lifelong 
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8. Moving into the middle class, or even the stable working class 
is almost impossible to do in The Flats 

 
a. So it’s very difficult to form a nuclear family 

 
b. And very difficult to build up an equity 

 
C. We need to understand the characteristics of a poverty produced by 

structural changes and prejudice 
 

1. Poverty produces unemployment, low wages, crowded living 
quarters, dangerous housing and neighborhoods 

 
D. Sad to say, things are much worse in the inner city ghettos than they 

were when Stack did her research 
 

1. All that’s left often is the church 
 

2. Such massive breakdown that the Flats’ version of family 
doesn’t work anymore 

 
IV. Final point: race is a folk model of historically constructed perceivable 

physical differences between populations 
 

A. As a social concept it is important—used as a means for social 
classification 

 
B. But it’s useless as a biological concept 

 
1. Race is not the cause of the differences we notice in poor 

families whose members look different from the majority of 
Americans (note: soon the majority will be people of color) 

 
a. Rather, the cause is what results from society’s 

classification of people with certain physical differences 
into labeled categories accompanied by information 
about non-visible features purportedly characterizing the 
group 
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March 4, 2004 
Definition of the Family V: 

GAY AND LESBIAN FAMILIES; ADOPTION 
 
Read:   Benkov: Reinventing the Family 
   Dalton and Bielby: “That’s Our Kind of Constellation”: Lesbian 

Mothers Negotiate Institutionalized Understandings of 
Gender 

   Shanley: Transracial and Open Adoption: New Forms of 
Family Relationships 

   Coontz: How Holding on to Tradition Sets Families Back. 109-
122 

 
I. Topics covered in lecture: 
 
 A. Gays and lesbians in families 
 
 B. Gay and lesbian “families” 
 
II. 6 key concepts: keep them distinct 
 

A. Biological sex 
 

B. Sexual orientation 
 

C. Gender identity 
 

1. New meaning to a technical grammar analytical term, “gender,” 
that came into being in the early 70’s 

 
 2. Transsexuals, Transgenderists 

 
D. Gender role 

 
1. Mayor Giulani dressed in drag 

 
a. Other examples? 

 
  2. Roles can be played by people with identities not usually 
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associated with those roles 
 

E. Structural gender 
 

1. Think of male dominance in the House of Lim 
 
  2. Holding the door open for “ladies” marks gender dominance, 

marks class as well 
 
 F. Gender symbolism 
 
  1. Examples? 
 
III. On to homosexuality 
 
 A. Traditionally defined in N. Europe and N. America as individuals who 

are attracted to individuals of the same sex; also called sexual 
orientation 

 
  1. Used to be called “inverts” and was defined very much in terms 

of gender role 
 
   a. Male inverts were effeminate; female inverts were 

masculine 
 
  2. Transsexuals are not homosexuals 
 
   a. Jan Morris, who used to be James Morris, is a well-

known writer 
 
   b. Wrote a book called Conundrum 
1

   c. He/she wasn’t gay or lesbian.  Wanted to turn into the 
opposite sex and have a “straight” marriage 

 
  3. Anthropology has a video “You don’t know Dick” about 

women who became men with sex-change operations 
 

1 Jan Morris, 1974.  Conundrum.  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc. 
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   a. Some of these men are heterosexual, some homosexual 
 
   b. A good illustration of the independence of biological sex, 

gender identity, and sexual orientation 
 
   c. We need to distinguish between transsexual, transvestite, 

homosexual, heterosexual, gay, lesbian 
 
    1) And new term “transgender” 
 
    2) Clearly, these terms have changed in meaning over 

time 
 
 B. Cross-cultural variability 
 
  1. Highland New Guinea: among the Sambia male homosexual 

behavior occurs at 2 stages in life: 
 
   a. As boys, they receive semen from oral sex from young 

men which is necessary to turn them into men 
 
    1) In secret, highly elaborate ceremonies 
 
    2) Later on, as youths they are the ejaculators 
 
   b. As men all of them take wives and father families 
 
    1) Any type of homosexual desire or behavior is 

frowned upon 
 
   c. The symbolism of the system is logical 
 
    1) Illustrates that societies use sex for non-sexual 

ends 
 
    2) In this case, to achieve full masculinity 
 
    3) What better symbol of masculinity than semen? 
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    4) Feeding, nourishing, to help the immature become 

mature is a very widespread symbol 
 
  2. What do some gay activists do with these data? 
 
   a. If they assume that there are homosexuals everywhere, 

albeit closeted (even to themselves) because of cultural 
programming 

 
    1) Then the New Guinea material is very problematic 
 
   b. In Latin America, studies of “homosexuales” indicate 

that they report feeling feminine from very early on 
 
    1) Fully accept the traditional gender role ideology 
 
    2) “Homosexuals” are only those who take the 

passive role in sexual intercourse  
 
    3) Men who take the active role do not consider 

themselves, and are not considered by others, to be 
“homosexual” but rather “hombre-hombre”—very 
masculine 

 
    4) Unlike USA and N. Europe, in Latin America what 

defines “homosexuality” is not the object of desire, 
but the type of behavior itself 

 
 C. History 
 
  1. Before the turn of the century, while there certainly was 

homosexual behavior, there was not what we would call 
homosexual lifestyle or identity 

 
  2. People were pressured to get married much more than today 
 
   a. There was no space—cultural, social, even 

geographical—for openly being gay or lesbian as an 
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identity 
 
   b. Of course there were individuals who knew they were 

entirely same-sex identified with regard to sexual desire 
 
    1) Society recognized this to some extent 
 
     a) Usually negative 
 
    1) In Britain, Oscar Wilde, Radclyffe Hall famous 

individuals with same-sex orientation 19th century 
 
    2) In this country, the example of “Boston marriages” 

19th century occurring between 2 upper class 
women 

 
     a) In the upper class meant didn’t need to be 

married in order to survive economically 
 
     b) However, genital sexual interaction was not 

always implied by this phrase 
 
     c) If you’re defined by society as asexual, you 

very probably will define yourself this way 
as well—to some extent 

 
     d) We don’t have any information about genital 

sexual behavior, but these women were 
certainly passionate about each other 

 
     e) Their letters read like love letters 
 
     f) We cannot conclude that they fit into our 

categories of gay/lesbian  
 
     g) These categories refer to identity, a kind of 

identity not socially and culturally available 
at that time 
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  3. But now, people can choose to live outside of conventional 
families all their lives and survive economically 

 
   a. Before, only rich people could do so with any degree of 

comfort and self-esteem, like couples in Boston 
marriages 

 
  4. Thus there is an important difference in meaning between a 

collective identity of “being gay” 
 
   a. And an individual’s own identity, which includes 

knowing something about one’s own sexual orientation 
 
    1) Maybe some others know it, maybe not 
 
   b. J. Edgar Hoover, director of the F.B.I., is a good example 
 
    1) Everyone “knew” he was a homosexual, and some 

even knew he liked to cross-dress 
 
    2) But he most definitely was not “out” 
 
     a) Ironic, because he was so powerful in part 

because of all the “dirt” his men acquired on 
important people, some of it information 
about their secret same-sex sexual activities 

 
     b) Threats to reveal it were very effective in 

getting these people to do what Hoover 
wanted 

 
   c. The film The Crying Game involves a cross-dressing 

demi-monde young man who fools a heterosexual 
Irishman for a while 

 
   d. Films about gayness and gender bending have multiplied 
 
    1) Examples? 
 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

24
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 
 
 7 

 D. A great deal more cultural openness about gender bending exists 
today 

 
  1. Explosion of books in anthropology, sociology, cultural studies 
 
 E. The issue of bisexuality is seldom addressed; you are one or the other 

in mainstream American thought 
 
  1. Actually a continuum: some people are totally heterosexual or 

homosexual; others are bisexual 
 
IV. Lesbians and gays in families 
 
 A. Lesbians and gays today have options, institutions, meanings not 

available at earlier times 
 
  1. Now they have a one-in-four chance of being accepted 
 
  2. Earlier very few came out; when their sexual orientation was 

discovered, they were subjected to institutionalization, 
imprisonment, blackmail, loss of jobs, electroshock therapy 

 
  3. Coming-out stories reveal the position they still find themselves 

in with their families 
 
   a. They express notions about deception, about intimacy, 

about being loved “for what you are” 
 
   b. Versus fears about rejection, hurting those you love, 

giving them heart attacks, etc. 
 
  4. These stories reveal ideas about causes that are presently 

circulating 
 
   a. “Don’t associate with those kinds of people”—it’s 

catching 
 
   b. “You’re just willfully evil” 
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   c. Being gay reflects poorly on parents because of the idea 
that bad childrearing explains why people are gay 

 
   d. What does cause homosexuality? 
 
    1) Many lesbians and gays in this country portray 

their sexual identities as either inborn or a 
predisposition that developed very early in life 

 
     a) Why, do you think? 
 
     b) Especially given the evidence that many 

people are attracted to both men and women 
 
III. Lesbian and gay “families” 
 
 A. One researcher, Weston, explores what family means to gays and 

lesbians who form families 
 
  1. Defined by blood, and feelings: relationship-building 
 
  2. There are ethnicity variations 
 
 B. Benkov’s and Dalton and Bielby’s research teaches us how the 

concept of American family is contested 
 
  1. Just like the article on divorce in the colonial period, their 

research provides a source of information about “family” 
 
   a. Remember: studying deviance—situations where what 

ought to happen doesn’t—always tells us a lot about what 
members of a culture feel ought to happen 

 
  2. Anthropologist David Schneider outlines his take on the 

assumptions underlying our concept of “family” 
 
   a. Nature: notions about “shared substance,” of blood 
 
   b. And the order of law, based on a customary “code for 
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conduct” 
 
  3. Some lesbians and gays feel they cannot create real families 

because families are “blood” 
 
   a. And some rejected the idea for political reasons: seeing 

the establishment of gay families as an oppressive 
accommodation to a heterosexual society 

 
  4. But as we are seeing daily, many gays and lesbians want to 

create families, want to be legally married 
 
  5. Why? 
 
   a. Material benefits 
 
   b. Want the legal or, at least, social and public recognition 

of their relationship from their community, their society 
 
   c. Want to create ceremonies, family rituals, etc., and find 

this more easy if they are within a marriage 
 
   d. Want to avoid being reduced to someone who is seen in 

terms of sexual identity (or in terms of sexual behavior) 
alone 

 
    1) Want to be seen as people who work, who are 

active in the community, who have families 
 
  6. In the 1960s and 1970s the gay rights movement and women’s 

movement: 
 
   e. Tended to see families as part and parcel of an oppressive 

society 
 
 B. Today we see various campaigns: marriage, adoption options 
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Definition of the Family 07/03/04 

Feb. 19, 2004 
LECTURE 5: DEFINITION OF THE FAMILY I 

 
Read: Coontz:  What we really miss about the 1950s 33-50 
 Giele: Decline of the Family Skolnick 57-75 
 Begin Wolf 1-22 
 
I. It’s hard to define the family 
 
 A. “Family” is the intersection of many enterprises; it “does” lots of stuff, 

accomplishes lots of things 
 
  1. What are some? 
 
 B. Gough’s universal definition of family (a definition that applies to all societies): 
 
   a. “A married couple or other group of adult kinsfolk who cooperate 

economically and in the upbringing of children, and all or most of 
whom share a common dwelling.”1

 
   b. Why is this such a convoluted, difficult definition? 
 
    1) So much variability cross-culturally has to be taken into 

account 
 
II. Taking certain perspectives on the family is one way to loosely define it 
 
 A. First perspective: as a social unit 
 
  1. A set of capacities 
 
   a. Social roles 
 
    1) Specific roles: I paint the woodwork; my husband paints 

the ceilings 
 
    2) General role: the combination of specific roles that make 

up the role “wife” 
 
     a) Roles may not be perfectly logical, consistent 
 
     b) Examples? 

                     
1 Kathleen Gough, 1975.  The origin of the family.  In Rayna R. Reiter, ed., Toward an Anthropology of Women.  
New York: Monthly Review: 52. 
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    3) A set of roles makes up an institution 
 
     a) The institution of marriage; the institution of the 

family 
 
    4) And sets of institutions makes up a society; a social system 
 
  2. As we grow up, we learn how roles are defined, we learn rules of behavior 
 
   a. Culture is, in part, rules that define how you act and how you see 

yourself—your identity 
 
   b. Brief definition of culture 
 
    1) Learned (taught) 
 
    2) Shared 
 
    3) Normative 
 
  3. Family roles are crucial because a lot of necessary work, learning, 

interactions, etc., occur in the family 
 
  4. What general roles are peculiar to the family? 
 
   a. Husband, wife, etc. 
 
    1) Not professor 
 
   b. Mother, father 
 
   c. Child, daughter, son, sister, brother 
 
   d. Secondary roles: grandparent, mother-in-law, etc. 
 
    1) We can no longer define the family as residing together 
 
  5. What are the sources of role strain? 
 
   a. Change in the larger society 
 
   b. Or built-in contradictions within the family 
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   c. Example: ideas of fairness in modern mainstream American 
families 

 
    1) Getting paid for good grades? 
 
     a) Is this fair?  Doesn’t it make siblings compete?  

And feel resentful when it doesn’t seem fair? 
 
     b) A student once said this practice was stopped in her 

family because of a younger mentally retarded 
sibling 

 
     c) The new arrangement was that the whole family 

went out to dinner at end of school year, “job well 
done” 

 
    2) That fairness ought to be gender-blind is increasingly 

subscribed to 
 
     a) Daughters increasingly get as much support to go to 

college as sons 
 
     b) Examples of shifts?  Of areas where fairness is still 

not gender-blind? 
 
  6. Another question related to stresses and strains: is there a lack of fit 

between the norms in the family and elsewhere? 
 
   a. Outright contradictions? 
 
    1) For example, payment for work done versus allowance, 

versus birthday gifts 
 
    2) What is the distinction?  How do family roles and values 

differ from roles in contexts where work is paid for? 
 
   b. Housework: how is it like work done on the outside and how not? 
 
    1) Lots of stresses there 
 
 B. Second perspective:  Family as a kinship unit 
 
  1. Where roles are defined by reference to kinship (descent or marriage) 
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   a. What is kinship?  The answer is not immediately obvious 
 
    1) Cultures vary in terms of how they define who is kin to 

whom 
 
     a) E.g. types of lineality 
 
     b) Cousin marriage—Catholic Church doesn’t allow 

first cousin marriages; other societies do, even say 
that marriage between certain types of first cousins 
is the ideal 

 
   b. What are the basic axes of kinship for us? 
 
    1) By blood 
 
     a) Father, mother, sibling 
 
      (1) We believe we are related by chromosomes, 

etc. 
 
      (2) We’re related to our parents, but not to our 

spouses 
 
      (3) Other cultures see things very differently 
 
     b) What’s a “blood brother” ceremony? 
 
    2) By law 
 
     a) Marriage, a legal arrangement has to happen  
 
     b) Even marriages “made in heaven” have to be made 

on earth, too 
 
      (1) Why is this important? 
 
       (a) The theme of the opera “Madama 

Butterfly” 
 
       (b) She thought it was a real marriage; 

he was ethnocentric and racist, knew 
from the beginning he’d choose a 
“proper” (white) wife 
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       (c) She kills herself when he and his 

new wife come to claim her son 
 
    3) Legitimacy is not so important now 
 
     a) We have some famous illegitimate—intentionally 

so—births in this country 
 
     b) But it used to be very important 
 
     c) The Supremes’ “Love child” 
 
      (1) Listen to the song’s lyrics to understand the 

connections often made between 
illegitimacy and other negative factors 

 
   c. Features of marriage found widely? 
 
    1) Joins 2 kinship groups 
 
    2) Allocates rights and duties 
 
     a) The roles of husband and wife 
 
    3) Regulates sexual activity 
 
    4) Legitimates offspring 
 
     a) Who is to be considered the father?  In our society 

traditionally, no marriage, no father, in some 
respects 

 
     b) The Skolnick introduction says this might not be 

true anymore 
 
     c) What is a “natural” child? 
 
     d) For us, sexual intercourse is the prime symbol of 

marriage 
 
     e) Why we giggle at polygyny, at the idea of woman-

woman marriage in parts of E. Africa 
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      (1) But these are not lesbian relationships 
 
     f) And why marrying a ghost or stick seems so weird 
 
     g) Because for us, blood is a matter of birth, birth a 

matter of procreation, procreation a matter of sexual 
intercourse 

 
     h) It’s helpful to look at exceptions: 
 
      (1) Jesus Christ 
 
      (2) Different for Catholics (Mary is seen to have 

remained a virgin all her life—and she came 
to be seen as immaculately conceived) 

 
      (3) Pay attention to the lyrics of “The Cherry 

Tree Carol” next Christmas 
 
       (a) A bit of a soap opera 
 
       (b) Joseph tells Mary, “let he who is the 

father of your child get cherries for 
you” 

 
       (c) Jesus spoke from the womb—“bend 

down, that my mother might have 
some cherries” 

 
       (d) A contest of power between father 

and son, which the son wins, and, 
more indirectly, between social 
father and biological father (God) 

 
       (e) Note that Mary doesn’t have the 

power to make the cherry tree bend 
down—she has to get them from a 
male—Joseph, and then Jesus 

 
  2. Types of families, according to kinship relations 
 
   a. Nuclear 
 
   b. Polygamous 
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   c. Extended family 
 
   d. Matrifocal family 
 
   e. Stem family 
 
  3. So, the right questions to ask are: 
 
   a. What’s the kinship system in that society? 
 
   b. What’s marriage in that society? 
 
   c. What things constrain or strain these? 
 
 C. Third perspective: family as process 
 
  1. Family as a phase in the process of reproduction 
 
   a. Relatively long phase 
 
  2. How enduring is it? 
 
  3. What causes its consolidation and fragmentation? 
 
III. There are 3 other possible perspectives: 
 
 A. Family as an economic unit 
 
  1. Production, exchange, consumption 
 
  2. How is family a self-contained economic unit?  How not? 
 
 B. Family as a ritual unit 
 
  1. A site where rituals get enacted: e.g., exchange of gifts at Christmas 
 
   a. Eating at Thanksgiving 
 
  2. What are the values and beliefs here? 
 
  3. Family as a medium for symbolic communication 
 
   a. As a model for other areas of life 
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   b. A miniature version of how they ought to be elsewhere 
 
    (1) Examples of “family” metaphors? 
 
 C. Family as a residential unit 
 
  1. Household 
 
  2. Who eats together, sleeps under the same roof? 
 
   a. Our assumption is that the co-residers are the nuclear family 
 
  3. And, what are the constraints and strains? 
 
Note:  These perspectives aren’t mutually exclusive 
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April 8, 2004 
DIVORCE I 

 
Read:   Coontz: Putting Divorce in Perspective. 97-108 
  Hackstaff: Divorce Culture: A Quest for Relational Equality in Marriage 
  Lawson and Thompson: Divorce and Fatherhood 
  Mason, Harrison-Jay, Svare, Wolfinger: Stepparents: De Facto Parents or Legal 

Strangers 
 
 I. Family values debate  
 
 A. Divorce is one significant issue of the debate, which is about family change 
 
 B. Demography: reminder 
 
  1. Whether we are against or for liberal divorce laws, it is important to know 

that some of the cause of the higher rates of divorce is that people die far 
less often 

 
a. Even with 50% divorce rate, couples are far more likely to survive 

to a 45th wedding anniversary than before 
 

b. People live longer, there are going to be more divorces because 
there are more years to stay married or to decide to divorce  

II. The Range of views 
 
 A. Conservatives (Hackstaff’s “pessimists”) 
 
  1. Because she is comparing “marriage culture” to “divorce culture” 
 

B. Liberals (Hackstaff’s “optimists”) are not nearly as opposed to change; some 
provide a functionalist-like explanation for change, which is what Coontz does for 
divorce 

 
C. There are other ways to characterize the splits, drawing finer distinctions 
 
 1. E.g., a 4-way split, adding centrists and distinguishing feminists from 

liberals 
 
   a. Giele’s article 
 
 D. Note that yesterday’s liberals tend to become today’s conservatives 
 
III. Discourses vary 
 

A. Religious positions defining divorce (or out-of-wedlock births, etc.)  
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1. As “wrong” do so because they’re seen as morally wrong 

 
  2. This is analytically different from a position that sees divorce as “wrong” 

because it is seen as detrimental to society, damaging to children, 
whatever 

 
   a. The position of those we might call secular conservatives 
 
 B. Within an overall normative frame that sees change as good, bad, etc. 
 

 1. “Conservatives” want to conserve 
 

2. “Reactionaries” want to turn back the clock 
 
  3. Conservatives promote what Hackstaff calls “marriage culture” 
 
IV. Hypothesized causes of family change vary, too 
 
 A. In addition to the evaluation made of the changes as good, bad, etc. 
 
  1. Often closely linked, but must be kept analytically separate 
 
 B. Conservatives see causes in terms of personal values, declining morals, etc. 
 
  1. So they would say the rise in divorce stems from a deemphasis of duty, 

obligation, and personal restraint 
 
   a. Selfishness, “me-first” values 
 
   b. Parental permissiveness 
 
    1) Corporal punishment more likely to be approved of 
 
  2. Religious conservatives might attribute it to “secular humanism”, another 

attitude 
 
  3. And conservatives tend to suggest that value, attitudinal changes are 

what’s necessary to improve things 
 
   a. Propose a deliberately engineered change in the culture: reestablish 

traditional family values, become more religious 
 
   b. Along with some policy/legislative change, such as making 

divorces harder to get 
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    1) Recently in Louisiana and Arizona legislation was passed 
establishing “covenant marriage” in which the spouses give 
up their right to no-fault divorce 

 
    2) In fact, a proposal for two types of marriage was advanced 

more than 50 years ago by Margaret Mead, the 
anthropologist 

 
    3) The more committed type was entered into when the couple 

decide to have children 
 
    4) Think about this: would it work? 
 
    5) One criticism would be that one member of the couple 

would pressure the other into entering into a covenant type 
of marriage because that showed the greatest commitment, 
was more of a compliment, looked better to relatives, etc. 

 
     a) So that the type of marriage in which no-fault 

divorce would apply would be seen as second-best 
 
  4. Note that critics of divorce don’t necessarily reject gender equality in 

marriage, but they do tend to set it apart 
 
 C. Liberals tend to look at family change as produced by broad social changes 
 
  1. Which are inevitable, so we must confront them, deal with them 
 
   a. Some of which are positive 
 
   b. E.g., higher rates in divorce are partly due to: 
 
    1) Trend toward equality of men and women 
 
    2) Women having economic options other than marriage 
 
   c. Heatherington: 
 
    1) Although families who are poor, African-American, and 

suffering multiple life stresses are  more likely to divorce 
 
    2) The rise in economic independence for well-educated 

women also has led to a greater likelihood that these 
women will divorce compared to their less-educated peers 
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    3) Some would say the second factor is good in itself, 
although divorce is not good 

 
   d. Note that, like abortion, no one says divorce is good 
 
    1) “Divorce culture” can be a misleading characterization 
 
   e. Debates are about whether it should be available, how freely 

available, and what kinds of couples/pregnancies qualify 
 
  2. We hear about inevitability much more from liberals and feminists 
 
   a. This is precisely the argument made by someone like Coontz 
 
 D. Liberals will seem to be on the women’s side and conservatives will seem to be 

on the men’s side 
 
  1. But there is no necessary reason apart from history and a patriarchal past 

why they are linked in this way 
 
   a. In other times and places women have collectively been more 

conservative than men 
 
IV. When to divorce? 
 
 A. Conservative view: divorce should be resorted to only if there is violence, gross 

misbehavior by a spouse, or marital discord that does not yield to protracted and 
sincere efforts at resolution 

 
  1. In particular, no-fault provisions for divorce was a mistake 
 
   a. No-fault: divorce no longer seen as the fault of someone 
 
   b. No longer assess blame and victimhood 
 
    1) Alimony in addition to child support based on contributions 

and need but also $$ awards were punitive if spouse at fault 
had assets 

 
   c. Acceptable reasons for the divorce much broader 
 
   d. Earlier: one had to do the divorce, show the other’s fault 
 
    1) In NY state evidence that the spouse was adulterous was 

required 
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     a) Some couples went so far as to set up a fake 
situation 

 
   e. Prior to no-fault, in cases of mutual agreement on the divorce the 

husband often let the wife obtain the divorce; a chivalrous gesture 
 
   f. But note that, as was the case in the 17th and 18th century as 

described by Cott, men could get divorces more easily than women 
 
    1) Adultery as a reason was far more serious in a woman, 

even though far more men were unfaithful 
 
    2) Patriarchy-influenced gendered values 
 
     a) Women should hold the marriage together; if a man 

strayed, it was very probably the wife’s fault 
 
    3) These values were written into law as well as held by 

judges, etc. 
 
    4) Most judges were men 
 
  2. Married couples with children should keep together for their sake of the 

children 
 
  3. Argue that divorce should be stigmatized 
 
  4. Some conservatives want wife subordinate to husband and the economic 

situation one in which the wife will face economic hardship if she is found 
at fault and has a well-off spouse, economic hardship no matter what if she 
has to get a job 

 
 B. Liberal view: divorce is justified for many more reasons 
 
  1. Do not support that couples should stay together for the sake of the 

children 
 
VI. Other points (made by Giele early in the term) 
 

A. There are inconsistencies of both sides with respect to basic principles 
 
 B. Freedom, for example 
 

1. Liberals: favor a high degree of freedom for individuals to pursue self-
interest 
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a. But they tend to criticize individualism and the pursuit of self-
interest in the economic domain 

 
2. Conservatives favor freedom in the market but oppose 

 
   a. For example, a hypothetical free mating market based on 

individual self-interest 
 
  3. “Freedom” spoken of by divorcing/divorced couples has different 

associations 
 
   a. Women: from subordination and for self-development 
 
    1) Reflect the limits to equality 
 
   b. Men: freedom from obligations demanded by wives and from 

wives’ scrutiny 
 
    1) Reflect dissatisfaction with marital labors 
 

c. “Divorce, Italian-style” 
 
V. Gender and divorce 
 
 A. The divorced man is on average better off in several areas  
 
  1. More earning power 
 
   a. Although more women are preparing themselves to be able to be 

economically self-sufficient 
 

b. Still, overall women earn significantly less than what men earn 
 
  1. Less likely to have custody (10%-14% are the estimates) 
 
   a. This can be what they want, but is stressful, nonetheless 
 
  2. Easier to find partners and enter into another marriage 
 
   a. Because men need to be “er”—older, richer, taller, smarter 
 
    1) This reduces the marriage market for women, who 

normally look for partners their age or older 
 
    2) Also, women age about 10 years ahead of men in terms of 

how they are evaluated by society 
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 7

 
    3) Youth and beauty: the phenomenon of “trophy wives” for 

successful men—much younger wives 
 
  1. Divorced women are perceived as more of a threat by married women, 

esp. in suburbs, than divorced men are perceived by married men 
 
   a. If they stay in the community they may find their social lives 

significantly changed 
 
   b. There is a couples culture in many communities; not so in cities, 

but in some cities, like D.C., there are more women by far than 
men 

 
 B. However, the divorced man has it harder often in emotional and social domains 
 
  1. Depended on wife to maintain friendships; will have fewer friends, those 

friends are less likely to be close, intimate friends 
 
  2. Not socialized to do domestic, social things 
 
   a. Entertain by cooking 
 
   b. Send out Christmas cards 
 
   c. Keep in touch with relatives 
 
    1) Sometimes in families it is the wife who maintains relations 

with the husband’s family 
 
   d. And, of course, is very likely to feel cut off from his kids 
 
 C. Class differences 
 

 1. In one study the higher their class position, the more likely women were to 
cite personal dissatisfaction 

 
  2. The lower the class position, the more they reported violence and hard 

living (drinking, absences) 
 
   a. This is correlated with employment histories and rates change with 

shifts in employment rates in a given area 
 
   b. Downward mobility and job insecurity still hits men harder in 

terms of their self-esteem 
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 D. Traditional gender roles a precipitating factor 
 
  1. One study found that women spoke of their reasons for divorce in ways 

that suggested a contributing factor was problems arising from the 
conventional male role 

 
   a. For ex., husband was too controlling; husband wanted to make all 

the decisions; wife had to do all the emotional work, husband not 
responsive, not supportive, too willing to see himself as needing to 
be a good provider, period 

 
    1) Especially if the women were working full-time 
 
  2. Another reason, for about a 3rd of the marriages: husbands aren’t working, 

or not working hard enough 
 
  3. And adultery 
 
   a. Men leave wives for other women more often 
 
  4. Violence 
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April 13, 2004 
Divorce II 

 
Read: 
 
 Arendell: The Social Self as Gendered: A Masculinist Discourse of Divorce 
 Cherlin: Going to Extremes: Family Structure, Children’s Well-Being, and Social 

Science  
 Amato: The Consequences of Divorce for Adults and Children 
 
 I. Divorce is a major, if not the major, debate in research on the family  
 
 A. Especially the short-term and long-term effects of divorce on children 
 
 B. Both Cherlin and Amato illustrate the difficulty of finding causes when looking at 

human behavior 
 
  1. What produces some of these difficulties? 
 
   a. Multiple variables, multiple possible sources of influence 
 
    1) For example: following divorce there is a pattern of some 

little boys “acting out” and being very aggressive 
 
    2) Is it simply boys’ basic aggressivity, and the mother is less 

capable of dealing with it immediately following 
separation, so she notices it more and it has more negative 
consequences? 

 
    3) Is it a “vicious cycle of coercion” in which the mother 

facilitates reproduction of the behavior? 
 
    4) Or is some of it society-induced in the sense of seeing it 

this way 
 
     a) Viewers of videos of little boys judged the boys to 

be more pathological when viewers were informed 
he was child of a single mother 

 
     b) Such ideas penetrate, permeate everywhere 
 
     c) And can have a self-fulfilling prophecy effect—on 

the mothers, for instance 
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    5) Remember the article that showed children of divorced 
parents whose mothers were employed commenting on 
wanting more attention from their fathers? 

 
     a) This possibility doesn’t occur to anyone until we 

ask 
 
     b) Our ideology leads us to focus on mothers as the 

problem, as not providing enough attention to the 
child 

 
   b. Variables that influence each other 
 
    1) Amato’s point that mediators can be viewed as outcomes in 

their own right (p. 194) 
 
     a) Impact of divorce on single mothers’ standard of 

living 
 
     b) But the declining standard of living might have 

consequences for their sense of financial security, 
children’s nutrition, opportunity to attend college 

 
   c. Correlations (“associations”) between variables, but cause and 

effect difficult to ascertain 
 
    1) For example, families ending up in divorce show a higher 

tendency to: 
 
     a) Marry as teenagers 
 
     b) Marry because wife was pregnant 
 
     c) Less religious 
 
    2) So perhaps these are factors—which were there from the 

very beginning—that produce the conflict and/or produce 
the difficulties children have, not the divorce itself 

 
    3) Prospective studies showed that prior to divorcing 
 
     a) Eleven years earlier, three-year olds whose families 

eventually divorced were described as having 
behavior problems 
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     b) Their fathers were more likely to characterize 
themselves as often angry with their sons; both 
fathers and mothers reported more conflict with 
sons 

 
    4) Maybe marital discord during the marriage produced the 

negative outcomes, not the divorce and post-divorce 
situation 

 
    5) Amato’s discussion of “selection” vs. divorce itself 
 
     a) The idea that within a population of married 

couples, the more poorly adjusted individuals are 
more likely to divorce 

 
   d. Changes occur in the larger society in gender roles, in acceptability 

of divorce 
 
    1) Makes comparing studies 10 years apart difficult 
 
    2) Amato’s point regarding keeping in mind the year the study 

was conducted is a good one 
 
    3) As divorce became less stigmatized, negative effects of 

stigmatization probably lessened 
 
    4) In addition, help for children of divorcing parents at school, 

and mandatory classes in parenting for divorcing parents, 
etc., probably ameliorated situation in many families as 
well 

 
   e. Definition of terms can be another source of confusion 
 
    1) For example, if we study whether prior marital strain 

produces negative effects as opposed to the divorce itself 
 
    2) Yet Amato suggests seeing divorce as a process 
 
     a) That might have begun “years prior to final 

separation and legal dissolution” 
 
     b) It’s a very reasonable point, but what if we’re trying 

to compare effects of marital strain and the strain of 
divorce? 

 
   f. Also, different research designs, technical terms, etc. 
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    1) Amato: “meta-analysis” looks at many studies to conclude 

about certain aspects of divorce: consequences for the well-
being of adults and children 

 
    2) Looks at quantitative and qualitative data 
 
    3) Several disciplines contribute to research on the family 
 
  2. Example: the problematic nature of Wallerstein’s findings 
 
   a. She wrote best-selling books showing serious, long-term effects of 

divorce 
 
   b. For example, Wallerstein found that 34% of divorced parents 

answered “yes” to the question: 
 
    1) “Since Jan. 1977...has the child had any behavior or 

discipline problems at school resulting in  your receiving a 
note or being asked to come in and talk to the teacher or 
principle?” 

 
    2) As contrasted to 20% of parents in intact marriages 
 
    3) But 66% of children in divorced marriages did not 

seriously misbehave at school 
 
    4) So there’s a higher correlation—14%—in divorced 

marriages, but that 66% is important 
 
   c. Wallerstein’s research population not representative—she ran a 

divorce clinic: divorcing couples sought her out  
 
    1) Sample is biased 
 
    2) And many of the parents had extensive psychiatric histories 
 
    3) And no control group 
 
   d. Scholars critiquing the study say that the issue isn’t whether 

children suffer during a marriage breakup and retain painful 
memories 

 
    1) Of course most of them by far do 
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    2) The issue is whether this affects their ability to function as 
adults 

 
  3. Coontz’s point: is the glass half empty or half full? 
 
   a. Children from divorced families twice as likely to have behavior 

problems (20 to 25% as opposed to 10) 
 
   b. 75 to 80% of children from divorced families aren’t having 

problems 
 
   c. This figure is noteworthy, given all the upset and accompanying 

factors that cause stress: 
 

1) Sometimes change of residence, change of school, 70% 
partial or non support from divorced noncustodial fathers 
and loss of income in general, children encounter an altered 
parent just when they need maximum stability 

 
II. Conclusions about divorce 
 
 A. Divorce has been steadily increasing throughout the century; has leveled off last 

two decades 
 
  1. Keep in mind demographic changes, indicated by Amato at beginning of 

his article 
 
  2. 40% of children under age of 16 will experience a divorce 
 
 B. Why such concern? 
 
  1. The analogy is chemotherapy:  no one wants it, but sometimes this is 

what’s best for the individual 
 
   a. Problem is that divorce involves at least one other individual 
 
   b. And, as I indicated earlier, the debate about divorce is really 

mostly concerned with the effects on children 
 
  2. Divorce’s larger implications: the “family values” debate over what kind 

of society we are evolving into 
 
   a. Illustrated by Hackstaff’s characterization as “divorce culture” 
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  3. Conservatives stress the need to preserve the institution of marriage, and, 
some, the need to bring back the subordinate, at-home, economically 
dependent wife 

 
   a. Individuals don’t live in a vacuum; so people perceive other people 

as wrongly influenced, as selfish, etc. 
 
   b. Example: a majority of women report being more satisfied with 

their family situation than they had been in the last year of their 
marriage 

 
    1) Is this an example of selfishness, if children are in fact 

negatively affected? 
 
    2) However, a happy mother certainly affects the well-being 

of her child 
 
    3) And divorced mothers also say that parenting is easier 

without a nonsupportive spouse who undermines or 
disagrees with their parenting practices 

 
  4. Challenges gender identities, as illustrated by Arendell 
 
 C. Keep in mind that all of this research necessarily reflects ideology 
 
  1. We care about these issues in a way we do not care about a chemical 

reaction in a beaker 
 
  2. Will probably emerge in the research if you look closely 
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April 22, 2004 
 

Economic Issues and Problems I: Work 
 
Read:  Coontz: Why Working Mothers are Here to Stay. 51-75 
  Fuchs Epstein, Seron, Oglensky, Sauté: The Family and Part-Time Work 
  Hochschild: There’s No Place Like Work 
  Gerson and Jacobs: Changing the Structure and Culture of Work: Work and 

Family Conflict, Work Flexibility, and Gender Equity in the Modern 
Workplace 

 
I. Economics and the family 
 

A. We tend to see the family in non-economic terms; this is our ideology 
 

1. The point has been made several times that in fully industrialized 
societies, family life is seen as a retreat from the world of money, of work, 
of competition and contingent approval 

 
a. Love and money are opposed 

 
b. Your boss appreciates you for what you do; he fires you because of 

what you don’t do—the appreciation is contingent, and this is how 
it should be 

 
  2. But within the family, love is non-contingent 
 

a. Babies are loved for themselves; unconditional love 
 

 b. “A face only a mother could love” illustrates this idea 
 
   c. We believe that the boss shouldn’t hire his own son because he’ll 

be less likely to fire him if he’s incompetent 
 
    1) Nepotism is wrong, it mixes family (“love”) with business 

(“money”) 
 
   d. “Nothin’ says lovin’ like somethin’ from the oven, and Pillsbury 

says it best” 
 
    1) This is no longer labor, this is love 
 
  3. This idea developed during the 19th century; would have seemed 

ridiculous during colonial times 
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   a. As Coontz points out, women were co-providers throughout 
history, certainly during colonial period 

 
   b. During 19th century men became the “providers” 
 
   c. The idea of women “giving” through their labor, while still 

present, was submerged into the notion of “doing for” one’s family 
 
II. But work and family remain connected in any number of ways 
 

A. Notion that one works, and the family is the reward, one works because of one’s 
family 

 
  1. Adults and, in many places in the world, children and young adults as well 
 
 B. Discuss: other connections between “family” and “work”? 
 

C. How should we define “work” 
 
  1. Something you wouldn’t do unless someone paid you for it 
 
  2. This definition doesn’t apply to: 
 
   a. The “work” you do at MIT—you’re not paid, rather, you pay me 
 
    1) Clearly I’m the one doing the work here 
 
   b. The work you do at home that you’d really rather not do, yet 

you’re not paid for it 
 
  3. As I said last time about the word “violence,” the definition of “work” 

depends on who’s defining it 
 
   a. Is taking care of children “work”? 
 
    1) Very few members of traditional societies would say it was 
 
    2) Members of colonial families would disagree 
 
    3) So would women fitting the “cult of true womanhood” 

model of the 19th century 
 

a) Sacred duty (duty is and isn’t “work”) 
 
     b) What they do as part of their identity, their role, but 

not quite work yet 
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b. While nurses, governesses, etc., were hired to “take care” of 

middle- and upper-class children earlier, 
 

1) It is only with post-industrial capitalism that we understand 
taking care of children to constitute work like any other 
work 

 
    2) Because we pay people to do that particular task 
 
   c. Clearly, whether you see taking care of children, yours or someone 

else’s, as work 
 
    1) Depends on how you define work 
 
   d. If your definition requires a degree of unwillingness, then childcare 

might very well be “fun,” or even “pay” for something else rather 
than work 

 
 D. What is “productive” work? 
 
  1. Work that produces a product  
 
   a. Taking care of children is productive work only in an extended 

sense 
 
   b. We basically see it as a service 
 
  2. As Coontz notes, colonial mothers engaged in productive work just as 

much as colonial fathers 
 
  3. And, earlier fathers did a lot of parenting that we now see as “naturally” 

belonging to the mother 
 
  4. It is quite clear that “productive” work no longer occurs within the 

household 
 
  5. The work that goes on there is: 
 
   a. Service (a notion fully embedded within the cash nexus) 
 
   b. And what Hochschild calls “emotion work” 
 
    1) The idea of “emotion work” requires an additional 

definition 
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    2) Behavior that’s necessary to do if a goal is to be met 
 
 E. Coontz’s use of “co-provider” 
 
  1. If it means more than work for pay (and it does), it is vague—on purpose 
 
  2. Avoids some of the misunderstandings of “work” 
 
   a. We know immediately what Coontz means when she says “why 

working mothers are here to stay” 
 
    1) Otherwise we wouldn’t laugh at a T shirt that says “every 

mother is a working mother” 
 
   b. But implicated in this phrase is the idea that unremunerated work 

isn’t “real work” 
 
    1) Which is certainly true 
 
     a) Several readings discuss the co-variance between 

power, ability to leverage and bringing in a 
paycheck in many marriages 

 
  3. “Co-provider” is gender neutral 
 
   a. “Househusband” is not on anyone’s list of possible career choices, 

although “housewife” used to be 
 

b. But because “I’m just a housewife” suggested a low-prestige job, 
and suggested they were married to the house 

 
c. “Homemaker” was substituted on the census form: home” better-

sounding 
 
    1) And “maker” suggested productive work 
 
   d. I recently sat next to a woman with a 7-month-old baby on her lap 

on the plane 
 
    1) We spoke about her choice to be a full-time mother 
 
     a) Note: next to her was the child’s nanny from the 

Islands, across the aisle was her husband 
 
    2) I spoke about the implications of the fact that stay-at-home 

mothers 
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     a) When asked what their occupation is 
 
     b) Respond by describing what they used to do, even 

though they’re not doing it anymore 
 
     c) She’d practiced law; but she said she describes 

herself as “CEO” of her home 
 
     d) A joke (and a code indicating social class) 
 
   e. A couple of years ago a friend of mine severed a tendon in his 

hand washing dishes 
 
    1) His wife told me that when she described to their older 

Italian neighbor what had happened 
 
    2) He said “served him right for doing women’s work” 
 
  4. And site neutral 
 
   a. Doesn’t signal home or the workplace the way “does your mother 

work?” does 
 
 F. Hochschild’s play on words 
 
  1. Saying that “work” had become “home” to some mothers, and “home” had 

become work 
 

a. A reversal of the idealized “home” of the 19th century: 
 
   b. Remember this poem? 
 

Two birds within one nest 
Two hearts within one breast 
Two souls within one fair 
Firm league of love and prayer 
Together bound for aye, together blest 
 
An ear that waits to catch 
A hand upon the latch 
A step that hastens its sweet rest to win 
A world of care without 
A world of strife shut out 
A world of love shut in 
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    Dora Greenwell, 1863 
 
  2. Hochschild describes a situation where the strife appears to be located 

more within the home than outside 
 
III. Gender division of labor 
 
 A. Highly contested: no one likes it the way it is 
 
  1. Men don’t take up the slack 
 
  2. Decisions about work in the home and workplace are permeated with 
 
   a. Concerns about finances (husbands on average earn more) 
 
    1) So couple decides to “invest” in his career 
 
    2) However, note that as of 1993, married women working 

full time contributed 41% of their families’ incomes1

 
    3) And in 23% of two-earner couples, the wives earned more 

than their husbands 
 
    4) So there’s more to how such decisions are made than 

rational economic calculation 
 
   b. Power dynamics 
 
    1) Which are influenced by calculations of different “costs” 
 
     a) Coontz’s example of “situated social power” 
 
     b) For example, on average, women are more afraid of 

divorce than men 
 
     c) Have more to lose, will have fewer options 
 
   c. Gender socialization 
 
    1) For example, the readings commented on some women 

sabotaging their husband’s increased interaction with their 
children (Epstein) 

 
     a) “I don’t want him to take the children to the doctor, 

I want to do it” 
                                                 
1  Coontz, p. 57 
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   d. These and other considerations play a role in decisions about 

economic choices, gendered division of labor 
 
   e Always with moral overtones 
 
  3. Other people also play a role 
 
   a. Coontz cites studies that show men wanting to parent more but 

afraid their supervisor will disapprove 
 
   b. Parents and parents-in-law of the couple will influence decision-

making—as well as friends 
 
  4. Hochschild cites studies showing that men (and women) don’t avail 

themselves of family-friendly opportunities available 
 
   a. Her corporation revealed workers choosing more overtime, not less 
 
   b. Notice discrepancy between this and other studies cited (some in 

Coontz) that show high proportions of men and women saying they 
would work less if they could 

 
   c. Hochschild studied only one corporation and one day-care center 
 
   d. And she’s careful to say that the majority of Americans don’t feel 

this way 
 
   e. We may also be observing an illustration of the fact that people 

will often say one thing and do another 
 
  5. Hochschild argues that “home” shouldn’t be Taylorized 
 
   a. Where efficiency and punctuality, etc., have too strong of an 

influence 
 
 B. Coontz argues that possible solutions exist 
 
  1. That men aren’t “naturally” junior partners of their wives in parenting 
 
  2. That many of the “family values” suggestions simply aren’t practical or 

even possible 
 
  3. And that co-provider model is better for kids, if there are institutional 

supports in place 
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April 27, 2004 
 

ECONOMIC ISSUES AND PROBLEMS II:  ECONOMIC CHANGE 
 
Read:  Coontz: Looking for Someone to Blame: Families and Economic Change. 123-

140 
  Newman: Family Values against the Odds.  Skolnick 320-334 
  Rubin: Families on the Fault Line.  Skolnick 303-319 
 
I. This section of the course focuses on: 
 
 A. How families are embedded in the US political economy 
 
  1. We’re concentrating on families with economic problems 
 
   a. In particular downward mobility due to economic changes 
 
   b. Discuss: economic changes mentioned in the readings? 
 
    1) At the national level? 
 
    2) International level? 
 
    3) How are national and international (global, transnational) 

linked? 
 
  2. Today’s topics are pertinent to your paper topic, because obviously policy, 

legislation have a lot to do with why families have economic problems and 
why they try to cope with them the way they do 

 
  3. Always keep in mind the ideological underpinnings of any discussion 

about family economics 
 
II. Examples of kinds of family responses 
 
 A. The readings by Newman, Rubin 
 
 B. Another example: “The Kentucky Way” 
 
  1. A case of American families developing institutions to resist the worst 

effects of capital 
 
  2. A study by anthropologist Rhoda Halperin 
 
  3. Pockets of this country, a “core” nation in world capitalism: 
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   a. Can resemble peripheral countries in the third world 
 
  4. She studied a culturally diverse, racially integrated working-class 

community in Northeastern Kentucky 
 
  5. She discovered regionally based family networks, whose members aren’t 

always “biological” kin 
 
  6. They called it “the Kentucky way”: Halperin calls it householding 
 

a. Economic integration that involves provisioning of a group by 
means of circular flows of resources, goods, and services 

 
   b. Rather than out from center to periphery 
 
    1) Examples of center to periphery economic activity? 
 
   c. Goods move among the members of a network 
 

1) Rather than back and forth between two points 
 
    2) A system of redistribution throughout the “family” 
 
   d. Reciprocity is another coping mechanism 
 
    1) Barter 
 
    2) This is back and forth exchange, but is not exclusive to one 

pair of exchangers 
 
   e. Subsistence farms use family labor to meet consumption needs 
 

1) Rather than produce for the market 
 
   f. Members will also work for wages 
 
    1) But won’t stay at one job too long 
 
   g. Many economic activities are not recorded in official employment 

statistics 
 

1) This is called the informal economy 
 

2) Flea markets 
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    3) “Informal economy” is very characteristic of third-world 
economies 

 
   h. The goal is to keep the family network intact in its community 
 
    1) Not pursue upward social mobility for individuals or 

nuclear families 
 
  7. How is “the Kentucky way” like “the American way”? 
 
   a. How not? 
 
  8. There are many “family values” here 
 
   a. But some of them aren’t capitalistic 
 
   b. People will resist factory jobs 
 
    1) They criticize factory workers for wasting money on beer, 

etc. 
 
    2) Rather than investing it in land for gardens or time with 

family 
 
   c. Most Americans will see subsistence farming as precarious, 

factory jobs as more secure 
 

1) But a lot of factory closings in Kentucky 
 

2) Production moving overseas 
 
    3) Suggest to these people that their way is better 
 
 C. Other examples of such sharing and pooling of goods and services? 
 
  1. The Newman piece? 
 
  2. Or the earlier work by Stack that Newman cites 
 
   a. A study of underclass blacks in a northern city 
 
   b. Who relied on kin networks to be able to cope: 
 
    1) With unemployment 
 
    2) With racism 
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    3) With evictions 
 
    4) And the unstable male-female relationships that resulted 

from men not being able to obtain and keep well-paying 
jobs 

 
   c. Like “the Kentucky way,” they would say things like 
 
    1) “What goes round comes round” 
 
   d. Again, a system of redistribution 
 
   e. Discuss: similarities in the consequences of unstable male 

employment in the families described by Rubin? 
 
III. Important issue of how to represent poor people? 
 

A. How do you describe poor people without inferiorizing them? 
 

1. They will often describe themselves in terms of moral failings, stupidity, 
etc. 

 
a. “The hidden injuries of class” 

 
b. Example: “If you’re so smart, why aren’t you rich?” 

 
 B. These topics are difficult to talk about 
 
  1. Goal is to counter traditional moralistic biases and middle-class hostility 
 
  2. Imagine what a middle-class social worker would say about 

“householding” or the network described by Newman 
 
  3. However, if you sanitize the suffering and destruction that exists on inner-

city streets—if you worry about not looking politically correct 
 

a. You are complicit with oppression, for you have erased the effects 
of poverty 

 
b. People do make decisions 

 
   c. There’s terrible suffering in the inner city brought on by inner-city 

inhabitants 
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 5

   d. Victimizers who are in the same apartment building, in the same 
family as their victims 

 
 C. Need to understand the chain of causes 
 

1. For example, seeing female-headed households as a rational adaptive 
response to conditions of deprivation 

 
a. Part of a number of adjustments to desperate poverty that are made 

by people with children to support 
 
  2. The Newman piece 
 
 D. We need to not look away 
 
  1. Mostly we don’t want to think about how many people are extremely poor 

in this country 
 
  2. We tend to see them as “throwaway people” 
 
   a. “They brought it on themselves” 
 
   b. Question: how many people who were laid off in the Rubin piece 

“brought it on themselves?” 
 
  3. Ironic, because there are many individuals and actual families who 

heroically struggle to survive under these conditions 
 
   a. And do so against much worse odds than middle-class people face 
 
   b. All those hours spent in the Burger Barn 
 
  4. We will grapple with this question in the Stack book 
 
  5. What do you do if you work at a low-skilled job and can’t pay expenses? 
 
   a. Sponge off of relatives? 
 
    1) It happens, but can’t go on forever 
 
   c. Go to charities?  Can be degrading, humiliating 
 
   d. Do other jobs—“moonlighting”? 
 
    1) Prostitution? 
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     a) Remember House of Lim’s filial prostitute? 
 
     b) How do we judge a mother who prostitutes herself 

in order to put food on the table? 
 
IV. Policy implications 
 
 A. I am using “policy” to stand for both policy and legislation 
 
 B. For example, concerns over welfare dependency and its effects 
 
  1. Several times in the readings we’ve encountered good illustrations of the 

differences between correlations and determinants 
 
   a. E.g., the black “illegitimacy ratio” has increased rapidly 
 
    1) But not so much because of increase in out-of-wedlock 

births 
 
    2) As because marital fertility has declined 
 
    3) And the percentage of black women living with their 

husbands has declined 
 
     a) So the increased rate is due to an increase in black 

divorce and separation 
 
     b) And in the percentage of never-married women 
 
  2. Total: there was a 41% increase in number of black children growing up in 

fatherless families during the 1970s 
 
   a. Hasn’t gotten better since then 
 
   b. Certainly something to concern us, because female-headed families 

are more likely to be poor and more likely to remain poor 
 
 C. As Coontz points out, there are some cultural explanations for these changes, but 

structural ones (discrimination, job market) are much stronger 
 
  1. Many argue that male joblessness is more of a factor than is welfare policy 
 
   a. In terms of being the primary cause of: 
 
    1) Family breakups 
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    2) Female-headed households 
 
    3) Out-of-wedlock births 
 
 D. Remember Gutman’s findings of the change in skilled job rates for black men 

between the end of the Civil War and 1900? 
 
  1. Carpenters, etc., found they were exclusion from unions 
 
  2. We have inherited a legacy of prejudice and legal discrimination—“Jim 

Crow” laws 
 
  3. With the result that black women are more likely to delay marriage, and 

less likely to remarry 
 
   a. Not because they’ll receive welfare if they don’t marry 
 
   b. Or because they’re less interested in getting married 
 
   c. But because there are fewer “marriageable” males 
 
 E. That Congressional committees are persuaded that welfare is related to the rise of 

female-headed families is an example of mistaking symptoms for causes 
 
  1. The actual value of welfare benefits has declined over the past 10 years, 

while the number and proportion of female-headed families has continued 
to climb 
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April 29, 2004 
Economic Issues and Problems III 

Poverty, Genteel and Brutal 
 
 
Read:  Edin: Few Good Men: Why Poor Mothers Stay Single 
  Karla and the Armstrongs: Two Oral Histories of Homeless American Families 
  Begin Stack: Call to Home: 1-44 
 
I. Structural Oppression: Analysis of the urban poor 
 

A. What do we mean by the phrase “structural oppression”? 
 

1. All of the ways in which political and economic structures in a society 
oppress groups of people within it 

 
a. We have already spoken of some of these in class and you’ve read 

a great deal by now 
 
 B. What are the “structures” of structural oppression? 
 
  1. The economy moves from a manufacturing economy 
 
  2. To one where the good jobs require much more education 
 
  3. And the bad jobs are more numerous 
 
   a. Minimum wage 
 
   b. No chance for advancement 
 
   c. No job security 
 
    1) Coontz’s figures on the growth of temp companies 
 
    2) Manpower, Inc., an employment agency for temps, is now 

the country’s largest employer 
 
   d. No benefits 
 
    1) Some companies lay off employees right before benefits 

are to kick in—5 months and 28 days 
 
  4. Where real wages—what a paycheck could actually buy 
 
   a. Is less 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

64
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 2

 
    1) Note: this is not inflation 
 
    2) These measures are determined after adjusting for inflation 
 
  5. When such conditions characterize an entire community, it can look like a 

third-world country 
 
   a. If a factory that supplied a lot of jobs pulls out 
 
   b. Some communities have such a low tax base they can’t afford to 

pay police or firemen 
 
  6. Or a whole region deteriorates: “the rust belt” 
 
II. The notion of “structural oppression” does not include every variable we need in order to 

be able to study poverty 
 

A. Culture is an important additional one 
 

1. What role does it play? 
 
  2. Some authors writing about families and poverty assign it a lot of 

importance1

 
  3. The notion of “the culture of poverty” 
 
   a. The idea that somehow people “learn” to be poor 
 
    1) Or the idea that their culture doesn’t provide them with the 

right knowledge and skills to get out of poverty 
 
  4. A well-known anthropologist, Oscar Lewis, coined this term to describe 

the people in Spanish Harlem in the 1960s 
 
   a. Published a book titled La Vida 
 
    1) Is compellingly written, became a best seller 
 
   b. Life-history accounts: thousands of pages of notes on one extended 

family 
 

1) Most of the women were involved in prostitution 
 
                                                 
1  Some of this discussion is taken from Philippe Bourgois, 1995: In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio.  
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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   c. Lewis “explained” their situation 
 
    1) By focusing almost exclusively on the intergenerational 

transmission of destructive values and behaviors among 
individuals within families 

 
   d. His notion of culture was one of micro-culture—within an 

extended family 
 
   e. Saw poverty as more a function of thought processes than of 

opportunities, physical environment 
 
   f. He didn’t specifically claim that other factors were not important, 

he just didn’t address them 
 
  5. Important effects of his work: 
 
   a. Scared a generation of social scientists away from working in the 

inner city 
 
   b. Not all: Carol Stack’s earlier book 
 
  6. Lots of politicians and scholars found the theory extremely useful 
 
   a. The most famous was Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
 
   b. Who published a report in 1965 mentioned by Coontz and other 

authors 
 
   c. The Negro Family: The Case for National Action, US Dept. of 

Labor 
 
    1) Concluded that the black family—its structure, its culture—

explained the problems Blacks were facing 
 
    2) In particular female-headed families robbed men of their 

self-esteem because such families were “matriarchal” 
 
   d. Book was enormously influential 
 
   e. Allowed people to assign blame to Blacks themselves 
 
  7. The legacy continues to this day in positions that argue: 
 
   a. Restore family values—it’s their culture at fault 
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   b. On the surface this explanation may seem reasonable: we know 
that children learn the values, etc. from their parents 

 
    1) We certainly can see people choosing to behave in ways 

that are clearly self-destructive, criminal, unreasonable, etc. 
 
   c. So we explain poverty, family structure, welfare, unemployment, 

and out-of-wedlock births using this model 
 
   d. We can come up with a long list for inner cities: 
 
    1) Gangs 
 
    2) Drive-by shootings that kill children 
 
    3) Drugs—HIV 
 
    4) Crack-addicted newborns 
 
    5) Prostitution and promiscuity leading to 
 
     a) More HIV 
 
     b) Very early sexual activity 
 
     c) Cases of incest 
 
     d) Unwed teenagers giving birth to unwanted babies 
 
    6) An indifference that makes the neighborhood more 

dangerous 
 
     a) For example, people not reporting criminal behavior 

they observe to the police 
 
     b) Remember in the Rubin article the Tomlinsons’ 

worries for their children in the projects they had to 
live in? 

 
    7) High levels of many kinds of violence 
 
     a) Domestic abuse 
 
     b) Rubin’s comment that the black families she 

interviewed reported much higher rates of violence, 
including that experienced by children 
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   e. Even the families that aren’t abandoning their children or engaging 

in criminal activities 
 
    1) Like those described by Newman 
 
    2) Don’t look like middle-class ones 
 
    3) They look “matriarchal” and disordered 
 
 B. Easy to see how “culture” can be seen to be the cause: 
 
  1. Because clearly people are choosing to do these things 
 
  2. Clearly we don’t do these things, and so 
 

a. Must be a different “culture” in Lewis’s and Moynihan’s sense: the 
values, etc., taught by the older generation to the younger 

 
 C. This kind of explanation is appealing for a number of reasons: 
 

1. We want clear explanations, we want to assess blame, and we want quick 
fixes 

 
a. Remember the talk radio interview of Coontz: a caller asked: “then 

whose neck should I wring?” 
 
   b. Remember Baca Zinn’s point about “culture-as-villain,” “family as 

villain,” or “welfare-as villain”? 
 
  2. And if at all possible, we don’t want to have to blame ourselves 
 
III. Structural oppression and culture interact in complicated ways 
 
 A. Something like inner city poverty is produced by a multitude of factors 
 
 B. Racism 
 

1. Tomlinson’s (the black man interviewed by Rubin) explanation for why 
his father-in-law was shot by a policeman 

 
a. As Coontz says, she has a teenage son and she doesn’t worry about 

his being shot when he’s out at night 
 
   b. But black parents in cities do, and they’re justified in doing so 
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  2. Racism is part of our culture, and it has structural consequences 
 
   a. Prices are often higher in grocery stores in the inner city 
 
    1) No competition because there’s no transportation 
 
    2) So the price is determined by what the market will bear 
 
    3) Store owners will justify higher prices by pointing to 

danger of being shot, higher insurance premiums, etc. 
 
   b. Racism results in some people of color paying more in inner cities, 

for insurance and mortgages, and higher rates of unemployment 
 
 C. Latino culture: some of the values immigrants bring with them are singularly 

maladapted for life in Spanish Harlem 
 
 D. Structural economic dislocations working class people have faced in the last 

generation 
 
  1. Shifts in the economy to information and service sectors 
 
  2. When combined with racism: 
 
  3. Will have a greater impact on non-whites than whites 
 
IV. Example of Spanish Harlem and the rest of NYC’s “inner city” neighborhoods 
 

A. Nationwide, economists have documented that the restructuring of the US 
economy around service jobs 

 
1. Has resulted in 

 
a. Unemployment 

 
b. Income reduction 

 
c. Weaker unions 

 
d. Dramatic erosions in worker’s benefits at the entry level 

 
 B. What are the cultural dislocations of this new economy? 
 
  1. Office-work service jobs have multiplied 
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  2. Dramatic expansion of the finance, insurance, and real estate sector of 
NYC (FIRE) 

 
  3. Work in professional offices is the best route for inner-city youths to find 

entry-level jobs if they want to be upwardly mobile 
 

a. But these jobs—mail-room clerks, photocopiers, messengers in the 
corridors 

 
b. Require a wrenching cultural confrontation with the upper-middle-

class white world 
 

c. Require obedience to the norms of high-rise, office-corridor 
culture  

 
   d. In direct contradiction to street culture’s definitions of personal 

dignity, especially for males who are socialized not to accept 
public subordination 

 
  4. Can these young men succeed?  Yes.  But it’s extremely hard 
 

a. Simply learning what is proper clothing for the office isn’t 
automatic from looking at subway ads and watching TV 

 
b. You don’t wave a magic wand and get rid of your culture, 

exchanging it for middle-class taste, values, knowledge, feelings 
 
  5. When they fail, our reaction is it’s their fault: they’re lazy, they’re flashy, 

they’ve got attitude, they’ve got Puerto Rican machismo and so won’t 
work under a woman boss 

 
   a. They can’t speak properly, they’re functionally illiterate 
 
   b. It’s their culture 
 
 C. But they want jobs; all the crack dealers Bourgois studied had held jobs, wanted 

steady employment (didn’t make that much money, and highly dangerous) 
 
  1. Especially hard for young men to get traditional unskilled work because 
 

a. Many middle-class and stable working-class families have moved 
out 

 
b. Factory jobs difficult to get to—lousy public transportation 

 
c. Many institutions that used to help have left 
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1) The Church remains, and those are desperately poor 

 
d. So the way most of this sector gets jobs—through informal 

methods, connections and networks—is lost 
 
V. Final points on cause versus correlation 
 
 A. If different families move in and out of poverty while the rate remains the same 
 
  1. Then we cannot conclude that a cultural “pathology” is inherited over 

generations 
 
  2. The occasional success stories 
 
   a. Don’t allow us to conclude that structural factors aren’t making 

such successes much less likely 
 
 B. If, unlike whites, 2/3 black female-headed families were part of two-parent 

families which were already poor before the breakup 
 
  1. We cannot conclude that the breakup caused the poverty; more likely, the 

poverty contributed to the breakup 
 
  2. Feminization of poverty is the other cause 
 
 C. Do you understand the difference?  Correlations as opposed to causes 
 
  1. Yes, if you are a mother and get a divorce, chances are that your family 

income will decline 
 
  2. Poverty following divorce does not mean that divorce causes poverty 
 
  3. Any more than disabled children cause divorce or desertion 
 
   a. Even though there’s a correlation between having disabled children 

and greater likelihood of the father leaving 
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May 4, 2004 
 

Economic Issues and Problems IV: Differential Rates of Poverty in 
Racial and Ethnic Groups 

 
Read: Stack 45-106 
 
I. Demography 
 
 A. 2000 US Census 
 
  1. 275 million people1

 
   a. 82.1% classified as white, 12.9% classified as black, 13.6% 

“other” 
 
  2. 1997:  70.2 million “family households” 
 
   a. A shift from the earlier “head of household,” which saw the 

husband as the reference person 
 
II. Poverty 
 
 A. Incidence over time: 
 
  1. Individual people below poverty level in 1970: 12.6% of the population 
 
  2. Individual people below poverty level in 1996: 13.7% of the population 
 
  3. In 1997, 11.6% of families were below poverty level2

 
   a. 8.4% of all white families (not Hispanic origin) 
 
   b. 10.2 of all Asian families 
 
   c. 23.6 of all black families 
 
   d. 24.7 of all Hispanic-origin families 
 
  4. Among female householders, no spouse present: 
 
   a. 31.6% of the white families below the poverty line 
 
   b. 39.8% of black families 
                                                 
1 Statistics taken from J. Ross Eshleman, 2000, The Family Experience.  9th edition.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon: 235. 
2  Eshleman 2000: 324. 
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   c. 47.6% of Hispanic families 
 
III. Children and Poverty 
 
 A. Children under age 18 in poverty: 
 
  1. 1970: 15.1% 
 
  2. 1996: 21.8% 
 
 B. Children are the most likely group to be poor 
 
  1. Rates fell quite dramatically from the 1950s to the late 1960s 
 
  2. Remained fairly low through the 1970s, but rose in the 1980s and 1990s. 
 
  3. Another measure: 
 
   “Between 1981 and 1984, nearly half the children who died in New York 

City before their second year of life were buried at Potter’s Field.  Almost 
1/3 of all persons buried at Potter’s Field during those years were 
infants.”3

 
   a. No one can attend the burial or visit the graves (trenches; 40 buried 

at once) 
 
 C. Child poverty rates vary with race/ethnicity; in 1999: 
 
  1. 13.5% white children were poor 
 
  2. 33.l% black children 
 
  3. 30.3% Hispanic 
 
  4. Note, however, that there are more poor white children in absolute 

numbers 
 
 D. Possible consequences of poverty for children? 
 
  1. Poverty associated with 
 
   a. Lower birth weight 
 
                                                 
3 Material in this section from Judy Root Aulette, 2002.  Changing American Families.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon: 
93-106. 
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   b. Greater likelihood of childhood injury 
 
   c. Increased behavioral problems 
 
   d. Lower cognitive and academic achievement 
 
   e. Greater likelihood of out-of-wedlock pregnancy 
 
  2. Poor children most likely to be younger 
 
   a. Poverty before age 6 is particularly detrimental to positive 

development 
 
IV. Homelessness 
 
 A. In early 1980s, when first seen as a problem, appeared to be a problem of single 

men 
 
  1. They still are the most visible 
 
   a. Families aren’t literally “out on the streets” 
 
  2. But in 1986 families were estimated to comprise about 40% of the 

homeless population 
 
   a. And children under 18 comprised 25%. 
 
   b. Average homeless family consisted of a mother and 2 or 3 children 
 
 B. Alliance Housing Council (1988) estimated that 2 million people were homeless 

for at least one night in 1987 
 
 C. The number of “worse case needs”—families who are paying 50% or more of 

their income for housing—grew by 12% from 1991 to 1997. 
 
 D. Inadequate responses by cities and states 
 
  1. Shelters are especially inadequate for families 
 
  2. Families are broken up, children separated from parents, wives from 

husbands 
 
  3. And there’s an economic cost to staying together 
 
   a. AFDC payments in New York State: $262 a month (food, clothes, 

rent) if child stays with parents 
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   b. If child goes to a foster home, grant is increased to $631 a month 
 
  4. Families are required to leave the shelter early in AM, not return till 
evening 
 
  5. Shelters aren’t safe 
 
  6. Shelters are located away from schools, parents lack transportation 
 
 E. Other option: welfare hotels 
 
  1. No facilities for food storage or preparation 
 
  2. Extremely costly 
 
   a. Massachusetts spent $16,000 per year per family for a room in a 

welfare hotel in mid-1980s 
 
V. Hypothesized causes of increase in poverty 
 
 A. Global4

 
  1. Expansion of industrialized capitalism throughout the world 
 
   a. Increased competition for US business 
 
  2. Increased investment by US businesses in other countries 
 
   a. Jobs are “outsourced” 
 
  3. Shift from manufacturing to information and services 
 
   a. Unskilled, semi-skilled have far fewer job opportunities 
 
  4. Microelectronics, computers, robotics—automation 
 
   a. Production expands, an expanded flow of goods and services 
 
    1) But the number of jobs declines 
 
   b. For example, automatic teller machines replaced 37% bank tellers 

between 1983 and 1993 
 

                                                 
4 This section from Root Aulette 103-106. 
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   c. Retail: automated warehousing, scanners, televised shopping 
networks 

 
 B. Macro, US-based 
 
  1. Increases in unemployment 
 
   a. Large layoffs 
 
  2. Stagnating wages, particularly men’s 
 
  3. Increasing inequality in the distribution of earnings 
 
   a. Ownership of private wealth in the US: 
 
    1) 1976: the wealthiest 1% owned 19% 
 
     a) The bottom 90% owned 51% 
 
    2) 1995: wealthiest 1% owned 40% 
 
     a) The bottom 90% owned 29% 
 
  4. Reduced governmental income transfers 
 
  5. Coontz points to stagnating educational attainment in young adults 
 
   a. A more indirect cause, but needs attention 
 
   b. Since 1975, proportion of Americans aged 25-29 who completed 

high school has remained constant (85%) 
 
   c. While value of education over the past 20 years has increased 

substantially re. earning power 
 
 C. Micro 
 
  1. Family structure 
 
   a. More workers per family is one response to economic decline 
 
    1) 75% of teenagers have been in the paid work force by the 

time they finish high school 
 
    2) Many more mothers working means many more parents 

experiencing problems finding quality child care 
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  2. Increase in personal and household debt 
 
   a. More people in debt, and the average debt is larger 
 

b. 1973 average household debt as percent of disposable income was 
65.2% 

 
   c. 1999 figure rose to 103.0% 
 
  3. Increased numbers of single mothers needing to work and pay child care 
 
   a. “Deadbeat dads” 
 
  4. Housing costs have risen faster than wages 
 
   a. 1950s: two-thirds of families could afford a new house without 

spending more than 25% of their income 
 
   b. 1980s: only 1 family in 10 could manage this 
 
   c. Renters face the same problem 
 
VI. Government response 
 
 A. Welfare5

 
  1. Originally (19th century) conceived to be providing aid to those who were 

out of work through no fault of their own 
 
   a. But a punitive approach to the “undeserving poor” 
 
    1) Seen as “intemperate,” “immoral,” “idle” 
 
    2) Subjected to forced work, live in poor-houses 
 
   b. Earlier concerns about children led to placing them in good homes  
 
   c. Only later did a concern for protecting mothers and maintaining 

family cohesion develop 
 
    1) Early 20th century state laws provided for “Mother’s 

Pensions” for widows so they could keep family together 
 
                                                 
5 Material in this section from Sharon Hays, 2003 “Work, the Family, and Welfare.”  In Scott Coltrane, 2004,  
Families and Society.  Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth: 481-489. 
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  2. The New Deal following the Great Depression 
 
   a. Legislation Aid to Dependent Children in 1935 
 
   b. So mothers could stay home to care for young children 
 

3. A rise in welfare rolls began in 1960s 
 

a. This was the era of the “War on Poverty”  
 
    1) Federal programs like food stamps and Medicaid were 

begun 
 
  4. Numerous “reforms” were subsequently passed to make welfare less 

attractive 
 
  5. Finally: the 1996 “Personal Responsibility Act” 
 
   a. “End welfare as we know it” 
 
   b. The Act begins with “Marriage is the foundation of a successful 

society” 
 
   c. “Welfare” changed to “Temporary Assistance to Needy Families” 
 
   c. Mothers absolutely had to participate in paid labor force 
 
   d. Interesting, given that we are extremely ambivalent about mothers 

of young children in the paid labor force 
 
   e. No matter what the circumstances, all welfare recipients are 

expected to be self sufficient in 5 years; are ineligible after that 
 
    1) Some states cut them off after 2 years 
 
   f. The work requirements are intended as a deterrent: discourage 

women from choosing divorce or single parenthood 
 
   g. To think twice before they decide to raise children without the help 

of men 
 
  6. The Personal Responsibility Act in fact sends two contradictory messages: 
 
   a. Women are (or should be) self-sufficient, independent, productive 

members of society, no longer dependent on men or the state 
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    1) Classical liberal individualism: women no longer should be 
embedded in family life, but should be treated just like men 

 
   b. But second message: 
 
    1) Stresses importance of systems of social connection, 

obligation, and commitment—traditional family life—are 
essential to maintenance of social order 

 
    2) Traditional hierarchy should be maintained, too 
 
     a) Women to be subservient nurturers, and men are the 

financial heads of households 
 
    3) Logic of classical conservatism 
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May 6, 2004 
Economic Issues and Problems V: Diversity, Summing Up 

 
Read:  Stack: 107-152 
 
I. It is clear the title of this course is a myth 
 

A. There is no “Contemporary American Family”: no family type that characterizes 
most families 

 
 B. There isn’t even a single ideal of “family” held by all Americans 
 
 C. Although all families make efforts to meet their needs for: 
 

1. Reproduction 
2. Marital sexuality 
3. Nurturance 
4. Economic cooperation 
5. Affection 
6. Protection 
7. Meaning 

 
 D. They do it in different ways 
 
 E. Lecture today concerned with the role of unequal access to power and resources 

in producing diversity 
 
II. Overview of changes that produce diversity in families 
 
 A. Common types of changes in the past 
 

1. Internal factors 
 
   a. Families changed mainly due to the domestic cycles (Skolnick’s 

“life course”): deaths, births 
 
  2. External factors 
 
   a. Wars, economic depressions, etc. 
 
   b. Opportunities that encouraged mobility, migration 
 
    1) For example, the 1862 Homestead Act gave public land 

(160 acres) to settlers 
 

B. Today: greater variety of types of families 
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  1. Traditionally families were formed through 
 
   a. Blood 
 
   b. Marriage 
 
   c. Adoption 
 
  2. New ways to form families have appeared on the scene 
 

a. Groups of unrelated people who call themselves “family” 
 

b. Or lesbian and gay couples who see themselves as almost the same 
as a married couple, but cannot marry 

 
c. Finally, cohabitation with or without children 

 
1) Which, after 7 years would legally turn into “common-law 

marriage” 
 

2) But “living together” is now an institution in itself, not 
necessarily leading to eventual marriage 

 
3) In Denmark, when couples begin to live together they 

sometimes put classified announcements in the paper 
informing people that they do not intend to marry 

 
a) We’re not there yet 

 
     b) Remember the newspaper clipping about high rates 

of N. European couples living together? 
 
 C. Note, however, that the original meaning of the term “family” when it emerged in 

late 14th century England 
 
  1. Referred to a household under a head, including servants or slaves 
 
  2. This notion of family defined by co-residence, not kinship, continued till 

the early 19th century 
 
III. What kinds of diversity have we discussed so far in the course? 
 

A. Structural diversity 
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1. “Traditional” kinds of structural diversity that result from departures from 
the ideal 

 
a. Stepfamilies 

 
b. Single-parent families 

 
c. These are not new forms 

 
   d. However, those resulting from divorce (not death) are much more 

prevalent 
 
   e. Remember Nancy Cott’s discussion of divorce in colonial America 

17th and 18th centuries? 
 
  2. Older adults and their families 
 
   a. Not new, there’s just far more of them now 
 
   b. Topic of our last class 
 
 B. New kinds of structural diversity? 
 
  1. Gays and lesbians raising children 
 

a. Various legal changes have occurred 
 

1) Previously only heterosexual, married adults had protected 
legal ties to each other and their children 

 
b. Such family types could not develop until the notion of gay and 

lesbian identity developed in the early 20th century 
 

c. Earlier, people did have desires and did engage in erotic behavior 
with a person of the same sex 

 
1) But the notion of gay/lesbian identity didn’t exist 

 
    2) So, certainly couldn’t have something like a gay family 
 
   d. Other factors prevented such families from appearing, too, of 

course 
 
    1) Earlier, the family economy pretty much required that the 

couple be composed of a man and a woman 
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    2) Homosexuality is illegal 
 
    3) Many people see homosexuality as immoral 
 
  2. Shifts in how marriage articulates with family 
 

a. Defined here as organizing the intergenerational relationships, 
obligations, and rights legally and socially sanctioned 

 
   b. Marriage has come to organize a smaller and smaller portion of the 

lives of people in all sections of the population 
 

1) In this country the age at first marriage has reached a world 
historic high for women, and tied its previous high of 1890 
for men 

 
   c. Marriage is simply less central to family formation and the 

organization of interpersonal ties than ever before 
 

d. With so many unwed parents, it’s important to think: should 
obligations to children be easier to break if one has not entered 
into, or has dissolved a formal legal contract with another adult? 

 
1) Parents are legally required to support their children no 

matter what their marital status or intention 
 

2) It is quite clear that one major role of marriage has to do 
with obligations and rights to the next generation 

 
3) But increasingly questions are asked regarding whether 

health benefits, pensions, and other such rights should be 
contingent on a legally sanctioned sexual connection with 
another person 

 
   e. And at the end of life: a person who reaches age 60 can expect to 

live another 27 years; unlikely to be cared for during all this time 
by a marriage partner 

 
 C. Family diversity according to gender roles 
 

1. Patriarchal model of a male-breadwinner, a dependent female-homemaker 
 

a. Being male typically has more privilege than being female 
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b. And until very recently, significantly different levels of 
protections, rights, responsibilities as defined by law assigned to 
men and women 

 
c. Although differences have been greatly reduced: 

 
1) Especially the de jure ones 

 
    2) The de facto ones are still strong 
 
    3) Discuss: meaning of these terms? 
 
  2. “Dual-earner,” “co-provider”…the changes in the very words are clues 
 
 D. And of course ethnic diversity 
 
IV. Social class 
 
 A. Concept of Socioeconomic status (SES)1

 
  1. “Class” implies discrete categories of people 
 
  2. Stratified 
 
  3. Concepts of “class” and “caste” 
 
   a. Both: you’re born into them 
 
   b. A “class-based” society provides possibility of mobility for 

individuals and families 
 
    1) Both up and down (the reading by Rubin) 
 
  4. But unlike earlier periods, particularly in Europe 
 
   a. We can’t sort people into one or another class; there aren’t discrete 

groups 
 
  5. Multiple variables contribute to one’s class position 
 
   a. Discuss: 
 
   b. Education, income, family background, occupation, attitudes 
 
                                                 
1 Some of this discussion from Stephen A. Anderson and Ronald M. Sabatelli, 2003, Family Interaction: A 
Multigenerational Developmental Perspective.  3rd ed.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon: 76-79. 
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  6. SES a more useful analytical concept 
 
   a. Implies more fluidity, families fall along a continuum 
 
  7. Can still talk about social class as an analytical concept, just not an 

empirical one (in the sense of discrete, bounded groups) 
 
   a. Discuss: “empirical”? 
 
V. In the real world social class invariably interacts with other variables 
 
 A. Example #1: gender 
 
  1. “The feminization of poverty” 
 
  2. Families deciding that the mother should enter the labor force to keep 

family from descending into a lower social class 
 
 B. Example #2: age 
 
  1. Americans living in poverty used to be mostly older individuals 
 
  2. Now it’s children 
 
   a. Resulting in the “diversity” of 500,000 homeless children at any 

one time 
 
 C. Example #3: race/ethnicity 
 

1. It’s clear that parenting techniques or marital relationships that are 
appropriate to middle-class white families are less effective for families 
that must cope with economic deprivation and racial prejudice 

 
a. We have seen a huge debate about this with respect to marriage 

 
b. Arguments made that the welfare state encourages unwed mothers 

to stay that way 
 

c. But there is no consistent evidence that welfare benefits reduce the 
likelihood of marriage 

 
d. Rates of marriage have declined along with decline in rates of 

AFDC payments 
 
  2. The only clear piece of evidence about the impact of welfare payments on 

decisions made by impoverished mothers 
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   a. Is that welfare payments appear to influence young unmarried 

women who become pregnant to set up their own households 
rather than remain at home with their parents 

 
   b. Nothing to do with marriage decisions 
 
  3. Discuss: points made by Edin in “A Few Good Men”? 
 
 D. Example #4: age, race, social class and gender interacting 
 
  1. Age at marriage: among white men marriage more common when they are 

employed, have more education, and have higher incomes 
 
  2. Yet among white women, marriage is less common when they are 

employed, have more education, and have higher incomes 
 
  3. And among African Americans the economic characteristics of the women 

do not predict rates of marriage at all 
 
  4. The data on the white men suggest economic factors play a major role 
 
  5. The data on the white women suggest gender values (of both men and 

women) 
 
  6. Data on middle-class black women show a scarcity of potential marriage 

partners 
 
VI. Conclusions 
 
 A. A great deal of diversity in American families is due to differences in available 

resources 
 
  1. Diversity that we observe is shaped by the choices that individuals make 

about family life 
 
  2. These choices are shaped by two major factors: 
 
   a. Values, culture 
 
    1) Most Americans share the same values of wanting to live in 

families, have children, and provide them with a secure 
future 

 
   b. External constraints that limit available choices 
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    1) The resulting negative kinds of diversity not due to bad 
values but to the presence of external constraints 
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LECTURE 4 
 

THE FAMILY IN THE PAST II
 
Read: Welter, The cult of true womanhood: 1820-1860 
 Hareven, Continuity and change in American family life 
 Gutman, Persistent myths about the Afro-American Family 
 Hutter: Immigrant Families in the City  
 
I. Note: These pieces are not written to be in college textbooks 
 
 A. E.g., Welter, Gutman, don’t worry about details, try to get the flavor, 

the methodology, try to be critical of sources 
 
  1. Pass over the debates internal to the scholarly field, and the 

details, and get the general picture 
 
  2. For example, Barbara Welter’s piece: it shouldn’t take long to 

absorb her point 
 
  3. The same for the Cott article we read for Tuesday 
 
   a. This article, the Gutman piece and the Welter piece give 

you a look into how historical research is done 
 
    1) Show the different kinds of historical documents 

scholars can work with 
 
   b. What do we learn of importance from studying the 

divorce laws? 
 
    1) About attitudes towards marriage 
 
    2) Gender role expectations 
 
    3) Tests of the double standard of sexual morality 
 
    4) What the laws say, and what the judges and courts 

actually do when the laws are broken 
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 B. Hope you noticed the abundant quantity of cited sources in today’s 

readings, and those for Tues. 
 
II. Studying the past helps us understand the present 
 
 A. Various authors we’re reading try to debunk our myths about the 

past—“the way we never were” was how Coontz put it in an earlier 
book 

 
III. Discussion of Gutman 
 
 B. Difficult for you to read 
 
  1. Sometimes it’s hard to grasp that an author is paraphrasing 

someone else, often not agreeing with this other author 
 
  2. Irony and understated critique, sometimes hard to catch in this 

day of flaming 
 
  3. But worth the struggle 
 
   a. Shows the bias that occurs all too often in scholarship 
 
   b. Shows what careful historical research—here using 

several kinds of archives—can accomplish 
 
 C. Examples he gives of racism in the earlier scholarship? 
 
  1. Horrendous 
 
  2. So, how was Frazier’s study of the Black American Family, 

written in the 1930s an improvement? 
 
   a. Frazier’s argument was based on slavery’s social 

structure rather than racism (Blacks, because they were 
black, were said to not be able to form a family, to not be 
capable of deep emotions, etc.) 
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  3. But Frazier ignored lots of evidence 
 
 D. Gutman’s findings? 
 
  1. Class alone didn’t determine composition of Negro family—

this was Frazier’s notion of “two streams” 
 
  2. Gutman’s work illustrates the importance of using good sources 
 
   a. And, again, the piece illustrates bias: 
 
    1) “The Negro male has, in a sense, been the victim 

of social and economic emasculation which has 
perpetuated and reinforced the matriarchal Negro 
family structure created by slavery” (Hauser) 

 
    2) Just not true 
 
   b. Frazier had a problem because he depended upon the 

testimony of white travelers and missionaries, the 
writings of ex-slaves, the oral recollections of blacks 
many decades after that time 

 
  3. Anecdotes about what happened after emancipation 
 
   a. “The drifting masses were left without any restraint upon 

their vagrant impulses and wild desires...” 
 
   b. “The Negro orphans lost nothing in losing their parents, 

but lost everything in losing their masters” 
 
  4. No evidence for all such assertions 
 
   a. Even Andrew Billingsley said: “Emancipation had some 

advantages for the Negro family”...but brought about “a 
catastrophic social crisis for the ex-
slave...Reconstruction...a colossal failure” 
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    1) Emancipation had some advantages?????? 
 
  5. Real picture? 
 
   a. Gutman found 30 types of Afro-American families 
 
   b. South: farmers, laborers on farms 
 
    1) North: unskilled 
 
   c. Composition of the black household was affected by, but 

independent of, income, skill, property 
 
   d. How common was the 2-parent household? 
 
    1) No fewer than 70 percent and as many as 90% in a 

sample contained a husband and wife or just a 
father 

 
    2) How to derive the “matriarchal family” from this? 
 
    3) There are, to be sure, variations, but “chaos” and 

“disorder” just don’t describe them 
 
   e. Stable marriages 
 
    1) 46%, 43%, 36% had resided together at least 10 

years 
 
    2) And death and force (forced separation under 

slavery) account for 48.5%, 31% of why marriages 
ended 

 
   f. We can hardly conclude that slaves didn’t have a 

consciousness of normal slave marriage relations 
 
    1) They had this consciousness before, in 
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slavery...were illiterate 
 
   g. Clear data that they tried to reconstitute former slave 

families—which explains geographical mobility 
 
   h. One final point: single women far outnumbered those 

who headed households with children, and 4 times as 
many Richmond and Mobile women were married than 
headed households with children 

 
    1) Furthermore, there was an imbalance: for every 

100 women there were only 57 black males 
 
    2) Actually, we have to ask why were there so few 

female-headed Negro households?  (We don’t 
know why) 

 
III. Back to general history of American family: new ideas that came on the 

scene in the 19th century 
 
 A. Gender roles—shifts in definitions 
 
  1. The notion that woman was more religious than men appeared: 

a new idea in 19th century 
 
   a. The opposite notion prevailed earlier 
 
   b. Welter provides ample evidence 
 
  2. It is interesting how often the notion of woman’s power is 

addressed in these publications: 
 
   a. If a woman manages to withstand man’s assaults on her 

virtue, she demonstrates her power over him 
 
   b. Don’t compromise the “source of your power” 
 
   c. “Let her lay aside delicacy, and her influence over our 
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sex is gone” 
 
   d. Nursing the sick increases women’s influence—she is in 

authority 
 
    3) …“thus gratifying their medical vanity and their 

love of power by making him more dependent 
upon them” 

 
   e. As a mother: “to give a correct and elevated literary taste 

to her children and to assume that influential station that 
she ought to possess as the companion of an educated 
man” (a ladies’ seminary statement) 

 
    1) “If in becoming a mother...you have also taken a 

higher place in the scale of being...you have gained 
an increase of power...” 

 
    2) “...for thou mayest affect the world.” 
 
    3) The mother who raises her sons to be good 

Americans has power through their acts 
 
   f. Marriage is an increase in authority for women “because 

it gives her higher aims, and a more dignified position” 
 
  3. Another theme is that of sacrifice for, duty to, society 
 
   a. Man was “woman’s superior by God’s appointment, if 

not in intellectual dowry, at least by official decree...[she 
should submit to him] for the sake of good order at least” 

 
    1) The notion of women inherently inferior to man—

as opposed to acting as though she were—carries 
up to the recent present 

 
     a) “Has a head almost too small for intellect 

but just big enough for love” 
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    2) If women read too much “such reading will 

unsettle them for their true station and pursuits, 
and they will throw the world back again into 
confusion” 

 
  4. There are contradictions in the literature of the 19th century 
 
   a. For example, the role of knowledge.  Sexual knowledge 

in particular 
 
   b. History is good to read because it shows the depravity of 

the world 
 
   c. Loss of innocence almost equals loss of ignorance.  

Young girls taught what about sex?  About reproduction, 
menstruation, etc.? 

 
    1) “A few facts to set her mind at rest” 
 
    2) Parallels the debate going on today about sex 

education 
 
   d. Another publication says women should “become as little 

children” and “avoid a controversial spirit” 
 
   e. Contradicts the notion of housekeeping as a demanding 

career, a science, which calls for a superior mind. 
 
    1) Women should know medicine, etc. 
 
    2) Be able to apply leeches (what is a leech?) and not 

be too delicate 
 
   f. The infant mind is “like wax beneath the plastic hand of 

the mother”—transforming such a mind takes 
knowledge, intellect 
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  5. Marriage is loss of innocence, of purity by definition, if 
virginity=purity, then chastity within marriage not the same 
thing 

 
   a. Continues today with regard to the degree to which 

women are allowed to be sexual—to what degree this 
helps their marriage is a big debate 

 
  6. Women who achieve (and there were some of them in the 19th 

century) are being unwomanly 
 
  7. The question about whether women are intellectually inferior or 

not? 
 
   a. Woman should reverence husbands’ wishes even when 

they do not agree... “hard though it was because in her 
heart she knew she was right and so could afford to be 
forgiving.” 

 
IV. What else can we say about the past versus the present? 
 
 A. A claim is often made that the interstices between society and family 

have disappeared 
 
  1. Examples? 
 
   a. Communities 
 
   b. Churches 
 
   c. Cafés, taverns, other neighborhood gathering places 
 
   d. Volunteer societies, social clubs 
 
   e. Larger kin networks 
 
  2. What do these “mediating institutions” accomplish in the way 

of helping the family and helping families against the state? 
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   a. First, they take some of the pressure off of the family to 

be everything for every member 
 
   b. These groups can organize, become politicized, as 

happened earlier and continues today 
 
   c. According to some theorists, the decline of these 

institutions resulted in more control from the centralized 
authorities 

 
    1) Although note that according to Hareven migration 

to industrial communities did not break up 
traditional kinship ties...families used these ties to 
facilitate their own transition into industrial life 

 
    2) Similar to the situation of migrants from the third 

world today 
 
   d. This kind of argument states that the family became 

overburdened 
 
    3) Can it satisfy all the emotional and social needs of 

its members? 
 
   e. Another result: increase in privacy  
 
    1) Demos and Morgan noted that the Puritan 

community had a significant ability to penetrate 
into families 

 
    2) Families early in the industrial revolution 
 
     a) Did take in strangers: boarders, lodgers, 

apprentices, servants 
 
      (1) Throughout the 19th and early 20th 

centuries, ¼ to 1/3 had lived in 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

96
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



someone's household or had taken in 
boarders or lodgers at some point in 
their lives (Hareven) 

 
     b) It was an entirely different concept of family 

life...not a private retreat but the site of a 
broad array of functions and activities 

 
      1) Now: an increase in solitary 

living...almost unheard of in 19th 
century 

 
   f. So, for these theorists, the state penetrates into these 

interstitial areas 
 
    1) The family relinquishes care for the elderly and 

young children 
 
V. Is the family overburdened or underburdened?  Different opinions 
 
 A. In terms of what it used to do, all the functions it performed, some say 

the family is underburdened 
 
  1. Earlier: families were workshops, schools, churches, asylums 
 
   a. There were common economic activities: much more 

interaction 
 
   b. Women were economic assets rather than burdens 
 
    1) Even with large numbers of children women 

invested relatively less time in motherhood than 
their successors in the 19th and 20th century 

 
    2) Other relatives participated in childrearing 
 
   c. There was not such a clear separation between family life 

and work life 
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 B. But perhaps overburdened in terms of what it took over from the 

mediating institutions we mentioned 
 
  1. The family has to see to almost all emotional needs 
 
   a. Passionate love, tenderness, raising children, exclusive 

companionship (intimate friends are an exception in 
some families), occupying leisure time 

 
  2. A polarization of job and family 
 
   a. This happened in the 19th century (Welter) 
 
    1) Family became a physical refuge and a symbol 
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3 The Family in the Past I 07/03/04 

                    

Feb. 10, 2004 
3: THE FAMILY IN THE PAST I 

 
 
Read:  Skolnick, The life course revolution 
  Demos, The American family in past time 
  Cott, Divorce and the changing status of women in eighteenth-century 

Massachusetts 
  Morgan, The Puritans and sex 
 
I. History of the American Family: What are the most significant changes over time? 
 
 A. We must examine different periods in history; we can’t only contrast now and 

earlier 
 
  1. Coontz: the “traditional family” needs to be located in time; colonial 

family different from family of Victorian era different from the family 
values emerging in the 1920's 

 
   a. For example, relationships within the nuclear family in 16th-

century England were not much closer than those with neighbors, 
relatives, friends 

 
   b. The sharp boundary between the modern American family and the 

rest of society is a recent development 
 
   c. In the late Middle Ages only weak boundaries separated families 

and the rest of society 
 
   d. Class differences: upper classes interacted a great deal with 

kinsmen; the lower classes with neighbors 
 
   e. Privacy grew, affective ties within families as ideology grew, the 

principle of personal autonomy grew 
 
   f. Parental involvement in early child care has grown considerably 

since the Middle Ages 
 
    1) One reason for this is simply that children are more likely 

to survive1

 
   g. Less repression of children’s emotions 

 
1 See Ann Dally, 1983.  Inventing Motherhood: TheConsequences of an Ideal.  New York: Schocken.  See 
especially chapter “Confidence in survival.” 
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    1) Now we try to understand their needs, don’t think of them 

as born evil (Demos’ point) 
 
   h. The role of father in the catechizing and educating of young 

children has diminished 
 
   i. A crucial tension still with us: the power of parents versus the 

power of state 
 
    1) Current examples are teenage abortion rights and the 

general question of authority with respect to the 
reproductive behavior of minor children 

 
    2) Not until late in the 19th century was there legislation to 

protect children from abusive parents, “since the parent-
child relationship was regarded as sacred and beyond state 
intervention” (Vinovskis) 

 
    a) The movement began with the argument that the 

protections offered by the society for the prevention 
of cruelty to animals should be extended to children 

 
II. In this course we will speak of 3 stages of the history of the American family 
 
 A. The colonial period, the 19th century and 20th—–basically 1820 to 1920 and then 

the present (Skolnick) 
 
III. The colonial period: 
 
 A. Family was an economic, instrumental institution; the father was boss over the 

family enterprise 
 
 B. Everyone “worked” 
 
 C. Children were considered to be miniature adults 
 
  1. Worked, dressed, associated with adults, church... 
 
  2. They came into the world corrupted and selfish 
 
  3. Colonial America barely recognized childhood as we know it, and 

certainly did not recognize adolescence 
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  4. One’s children were baby sitters of their younger siblings, and mother’s 
and father’s helpers 

 
 D. The family was the primary unit of economic production and exchange 
 
  1. Women did “real” work (productive work) 
 
   a. Food, clothing, hand sewing, weaving, spinning 
 
  2. Overall, fathers worked, ate, etc., at home 
 
  3. No notion of the man as “breadwinner” 
 
  4. Family members who stayed at home weren’t seen as economic burdens, 

as is the case today 
 
  5. Evidence: adoption before the turn of the last century occurred mainly of 

older boys, as economic assets 
 
   a. Preferential adoption of infant girls, characteristic of the 20th 

century, was definitely not the ideal then 
 
   b. Only kin adopted infants 
 
    1) Foundlings, even infants who had kin, were often 

consigned to orphanages 
 
  6. Work was shared 
 
   a. Far more interaction within the family overall than occurs today 
 
 E. Less autonomy 
 
  1. As Demos points out, the family was part of the commonwealth, and the 

commonwealth had a substantial say in what happened in its families 
 
  2. A strong shift took place in the 19th century towards family autonomy 
 
   a. Currently it’s interesting to analyze the feelings against 

“interference” of the state, local communities, schools (e.g., sex 
education) 

 
  3. In colonial times the courts would interfere in family problems 
 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

101
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 
 

 4

   a. For example it would put couples back together 
 
  4. Even criminals were lodged in families; it was felt to be better for them 
 
   a. Everyone belonged in a family 
 
 F. Keep in mind that in colonial America “family” does not equal “household,” does 

not equal “nuclear family” 
 
  1. Other people were present (grandparents at times, hired hands, etc.) 
 
  2. But pattern was not 2 generations of intact married couples living together 
 
 G. Other functions of the colonial family 
 
  1. Education...the family was the chief agency 
 
   a. Education away from home came to be needed during the 19th 

century with the coming of the industrial revolution 
 
    1) Perhaps only in an agrarian situation can children be 

miniature adults 
 
  2. The family was the source of what we know as welfare; people depended 

on their family for these forms of social security 
 
   a. However, children were not as dependent on the family for their 

future as were their contemporaries in Europe 
 
   b. Why? 
 
    1) They could move west, didn’t need to toe the line to get 

their inheritance 
 
    2) They could threaten to move to gain leverage 
 
    3) Also—a common immigrant theme even today—the 

children were more flexible and adaptable in the new 
country 

 
   c. Women, too, had more power in colonial America than in England 

or, subsequently, in the 19th century 
 
    1) They were scarce 
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    2) They could own property...work away from home, own 

taverns, inns, etc. 
 
    3) But, yes, they were considered untrustworthy 
 
  3. Demos makes a nice point about sexuality before the 19th century 
 
   a. Court records indicate that in some communities, between 1/3 and 

1/2 of the women went to the altar pregnant 
 
    1) A familiar theme: pregnancy as a way of getting married as 

well as the usual “careless love” idea 
 
     a) Or, as Demos points out, a way to foist the blame 

for an illegitimate child on someone not the father 
 
    2) Obviously premarital sex didn’t carry the opprobrium it 

came to have in the 19th century 
 
IIV. Changes in the 19th century 
 
 A. The industrial revolution resulted in much more productive work taking place 

outside the household 
 
 B. New roles for women 
 
  1. And sharper distinctions between women’s roles and men’s roles, 

masculinity and femininity 
 
  2. Victorian notions of femininity is now termed the “Cult of True 

Womanhood”—a reading for Thursday by Barbara Welter 
 
  3. Unlike the colonial period, the sexuality of men came to be seen as 

unfortunate 
 
  4. Women came to be seen as not having any sexual drive—if they were 

“proper” women 
 
   a. Only a drive to reproduce 
 
  5. These new ideas probably had some disastrous effects in marriages 
 
   a. The small amount of communication regarding sex was merely an 
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extreme case of a pattern that affected every sort of contact 
between men and women 

 
  6. The spheres were rigidly separated 
 
 C. The new trends of urbanization, industrialization produced undercurrents of fear 

not present in the colonial era 
 
  1. Enter the idea of the home as refuge, retreat: 
 

Home 
 
Two birds within one nest; 
Two hearts within one breast; 
Two souls within one fair 
Firm league of love and prayer, 
Together bound for aye, together blest. 
 
An ear that waits to catch 
A hand upon the latch’ 
A step that hastens its sweet rest to win; 
A world of care without 
A world of strife shut out, 
A world of love shut in. 

 
    Dora Greenwell, Cornhill Magazine, Sept. 1863 
 
  2. Wouldn’t have made sense in colonial America 
 
 D. Contradictions in the roles of both men and women resulted 
 
  1. Men: an image of strength, cunning, inventiveness, endurance—masculine 

traits 
 
   a. A go-ahead spirit, but there was also a fear of men devouring one 

another 
 
   b. And a loss of the old values 
 
  2. Enter the woman 
 
   a. She represented Home: the tender virtues... men get their hands 

dirty, but are saved because of the image of the saint they carry 
before them 
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  3. Expectably, women’s status declined 
 
   a. They were less productive, came to have less power, etc. 
 
   b. Couldn’t work outside the home 
 
    1) Poor women and female slaves were excluded from this 

ideology, of course 
 
     a) Famous saying by former slave Sojourner Truth, 

“Aint I a Woman?” pointed out this contradiction 
 
     b) The issue was protective legislation for women in 

the workplace 
 
     c) That would result in restricting women’s ability to 

get jobs 
 
     d) She was pointing out that there had been no interest 

in protecting her, or other working class women 
from heavy labor 

 
  4.  “The domestic hearth was their altar and their prison” 
 
 E. Other consequences 
 
  1. Childhood became problematic in a way it hadn’t been 
 
   a. The family could no longer train their children for the jobs they 

were likely to take 
 
   b. Children came to be seen as a creature inherently different from 

adults 
 
   c. The beginnings of interest in child rearing literature and experts—

a huge number of publications (no equivalent in Europe) 
 
   d. Built-in contradictions about how children should turn out 
 
    1) Expressive, independent, find himself, go ahead, 

individualistic 
 
    2) But controlled—and doing the right thing 
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   e. And the family came to be seen as more and more responsible for 

how the child turns out 
 
  2. Enter the notion of an identity crisis 
 
   a. It used to be that a youth received an adult identity in the natural 

course of things 
 
   b. Beginning in the 19th century, continuing to the present, all kinds 

of possible alternatives in one’s: 
 
    1) Career 
 
    2) Lifestyle 
 
    3) Moral and philosophical beliefs 
 
  3. And ever-increasing individualism 
 
   a. Decisions used to be more family-centered 
 
   b. The family as an instrumental institution declined—many more 

things were done within the family 
 
   c. And, as a result, the family had more economic clout—power—

over its nonproductive members 
 
   d. The family provided increasing less identity to members...family 

roles, work roles 
 
   e. Individualistic patterns established during the 19th century with 

the emergence of the urban middle class  
 
 F. Demos says there never was a golden age of the family; so do Coontz and the 

Skolnicks’ Introduction  
 
  1. There have always been conflicts between individual needs and family 

needs 
 
  2. There are two ways to see recent trends 
 
   a. For example, yes, high divorce rates now 
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    1) But there used to be a lot of desertion 
 
     a) Worse than divorce for the one who was deserted 

(almost always the wife) 
 
   b. Divorce in courts is now more accessible and easier 
 
    1) Is this good or bad? 
 

a) Should divorce be harder to get? 
 

b) Should there be 2 types of marriage, and the more 
committed type, when a couple wants children, be 
difficult to dissolve? 

 
c) “Covenant” marriage 

 
    2) Maybe we seek more from marriage than did our forebears 
 
     a) More intimacy, more openness, more deep-down 

emotional support 
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Feb. 3, 2004 
 

THE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FAMILY 
INTRODUCTION TO COURSE 

 
I. Names, majors, year, anthropology experience, why taking course? 
 
 A. Recitation sessions: 1 hour each 
 
  1. Arrange sections 
 
 B. Housekeeping details 
 
  1. Small packet of readings 
 
   a. notice that the final exam is open book 
    b.  last time it’s being taught 
 
  2. Do the readings listed under the date and title of session 
 
   a. A separate piece of paper on Reader Responses is being 

handed out 
 
    1) Reading responses: several sentences, no more, on 

one or two of the readings—your response 
 
    2) There are 6; shouldn’t take you more than 10 

minutes; if it does, you’re missing the point 
 
     a) You can write as much as you like, though 
 
     b) They will be factored into your grade 
 
  3. Written work—paper assignments discuss 
 
  4. The final exam is open-book.  You can bring class notes, too. 
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   a. They will be essay questions 
 
   b. I’ll be handing out last year’s study questions so you can 

get a clear understanding of what the final is like 
 
  5. Films are listed on the syllabus 
 
   a. Films are scheduled for Feb 24, March 16, April 1 and 

May 13 
 
  6. Tuesday Feb. 17 will be a Monday schedule of classes; we 

won’t meet 
 
II. Nature of the course 
 
 A. Is on the family only in the contemporary USA...not even England 
 
  1. And there’s still way too much to cover 
 
  2. Very little comparative anthropology in the readings 
 
  3. The reading is for the most part easy 
 
   a. The readings are quantitatively heavy in MIT terms 
 
    1) A lot of the reading is sociology 
 
    2) So tell us if it’s overly simplistic or has too much 

jargon 
 
    3) The reading is easy in part because we know 

something about this topic, even you international 
students 

 
    4) But you’ll see that the lesson is often that we don’t 

know—we just have stereotypes 
 
     a) It’s OK to talk about stereotypes, just so 

they’re labeled as such 
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III. Context of the Course 
 
 A. The literature on family has been exploding in the last 35 years 
 
  1. The field of family history, and related areas in sociology and 

anthropology have been affected by the women’s movement 
 
   a. And the gay/lesbian movement and multiculturalism 
 
   b. These movements began in the 60’s 
 
 B. They had a salutary effect on the field of family studies 
 
  1. Particularly in sociology; with some exceptions; earlier, 

sociology of the family was a dreadful field 
 
   a. It was very low on the academic research totem pole 
 
   b. It was quite ideological (still is, but people are more 

aware of it because there is such controversy now) 
 
    1) In the 1950s and 1960s such courses were 

designed to get students ready for marriage and 
starting their own families 

 
    2) This course is definitely not a “how-to” course 
 
    3) Of course, if you find your relations with your 

older or younger sibling, or your parents are better 
because of what you learned here, if your marriage 
is helped by the course, fine, write me about it, 
send me a check 

 
  2. The newer literature is more exciting 
 
   a. In part because of the controversial nature of the topic 
 
    1) Not dedicated to preserving the status quo, as was 
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the case before 
 
    2) Especially today when the family is such a 

political football...everyone is claiming the moral 
high ground 

 
IV. You will find that a lot of your readings are written by people who think they 

know something and are only too willing to give advice 
 
 A. This is expectable in a course touching so many serious and 

controversial issues 
 
  1. Just look at the reading list topics 
  
 B. Your job is to extract and examine the biases, the polemics, the 

sometimes hidden agendas of the authors 
 
V. Therefore: a word of advice on how to approach these materials: 
 
 A. Critically 
 
  1. Think about what the writers say and what they are implying 
 
  2. Can you figure out their underlying assumptions? 
 
   a. Can you figure out your underlying assumptions? 
 
  3. Such assumptions are always there, because this is a value-

laden topic 
 
  4. We’ll ask you to think about their methodology 
 
 B. Most definitely, this is not a course in which you devour the textbook, 

memorize it and do exercises during lab to further pound the material 
into your head 

 
  1. This course asks that you critically assess the readings, and 

adequately defend your point of view 
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 D. Hopefully after taking this course you’ll be better able to critically 
read published materials on the family—newspaper, for example 

 
VI. How the course is run 
 
 A. Lecture format, but with discussion throughout 
 
  1. Interesting or dull discussion depends on you 
 
 B. Cautions: 
 
  1. To provoke discussion I sometimes take sides for the purpose of 

argument 
 
   a. And oftentimes crack jokes 
 
    1) Some of you who do not speak English as your 

mother tongue may not pick up the irony or 
understand the joke 

 
     a) If you have doubts, ask me.  Ask me after 

class.  Ask me via e-mail.  Ask me 
anonymously 

 
    2) If you don’t like the joke, please write me about it, 

anonymously if you want 
 
  2. Because the topic is so ideological I can’t always play the role 

of omniscient and impartial professor 
 
   a. I am neither omniscient nor impartial 
 
   b. So be tolerant...I’m playing two roles that at times are 

incompatible 
 
  3. Also, there are many sensitive areas 
 
   a. Don’t feel angry at a fellow student (or me) if we hurt 

your feelings or seem callous or too conservative or too 
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liberal, and then leave class without saying anything 
 
    1) Let us know 
 
  4. And don’t ever feel obliged to reveal something personal 
 
   a. If you want to, great 
 
   b. If it can help you work out your feelings to talk about a 

family problem with others—or write about it in a paper 
for us—fine 

 
   c. But this is entirely your option 
 
    1) In the autobiography assignment in previous years 

students have written about some very sensitive 
issues and produced fine papers and have found 
writing the paper to be helpful to them 

 
    2) We will respect your confidence, if you choose to 

write about something sensitive that’s troubling to 
you 

 
  5. Some discussions will be polarized, and sometimes students 

aren’t the most tactful of people 
 
   a. So please treat everyone’s opinions with respect 
 
   b. We want discussion and debate, not flaming and trashing 
 
   c. Particularly given how important these topics are to all of 

us and what a variety of cultures and political stances we 
have represented among us 

 
VII. What we’ll look at: 
 
 A. Origins and definition of the family 
 
  1. Very brief attention: the main purpose is to introduce you to 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

113
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 
 

7 7 

this topic and to clear up some myths 
 
   a. About what probably happened and the limits of our 

sources of information 
 
    3) Speculation about the origins of the family is an 

exciting field right now...lots of new scholarship 
 
     b) In primate studies and studies of foraging 

societies 
 
 B. Then a week on the American family in the past 
 
  1. Demolishing more myths 
 
VIII. Then will come 5 sessions on defining the family 
 
 A. During this time you’ll read Wolf, The House of Lim  
 

B. The purpose of this section is to demonstrate how difficult it is to 
define the family and how ideological and ethnocentric most 
definitions are 

 
C. The last session on “definition” in fact discusses change 

 
D. Throughout the course we’ll be addressing the connections between 

family and social class and race and ethnicity 
 
IX. Then onto gender and sexuality 
  
 A. The following concerns: 
 
  1. The social and cultural context of sexuality; how incredibly 

important this is 
 
   a. The very notion that sex is a “drive” or “instinct” is a 

feature of the cultural context—the meaning—sex and 
sexuality have for us 
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  2. Another example: how sex is tied in with marriage, and how 
this link is changing 

 
X. Then we look at marriage, one lecture on defining and analyzing it 
 
 A. Marriage is a very hot topic right now 
 
XI. Then Parenting 
 
 A. Just about everything we look at concerns the ways parenting is 

changing in US society 
 
  1. New reproductive technologies, for example 
 
 B. The problems that changes can bring—stresses 
 

C. Divorce 
 

D. Family violence 
 
XII. Economic issues 
 

A. As part of this section we look at extremely poor families: rural 
African-Americans in the south 

 
B. Examine correlations between social class and ethnicity/race 

 
XIII. Changes: demographics, activists’ issues 
 

A. Multigenerational bonds 
 

B. The elderly 
 

C. Migration 
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March 18, 2004 
 

MARRIAGE: DEFINITIONS, FUNCTIONS, VARIABILITY 
 
Read:  Kamen: Modern Marriage: From Meal Ticket to Best Friend  
  Coontz: The Future of Marriage  
  Furstenberg: The Future of Marriage 
  Sanchez, Nock, Wright and Gager: Setting the Clock Forward or 

Back?  Covenant Marriage and the “Divorce Revolution” 
 
I. Definitions of marriage 
 

A. In most societies we can say that marriage 
 
  1. Transforms the status of a man and woman 
 
  2. Stipulates the degree of sexual access the married partners may 

have to each other (exclusive, preferred) 
 
  3. Establishes the legitimacy of children born to the wife 
 
  4. Creates relationships between the husband’s and wife’s kin 
 
  5. Specifies economic duties of husband and wife 
 
 B. But not all; Kathleen Gough offers a universal definition, one she 

claims works for all societies 
 
  1. “Marriage is a relationship established between a woman and 

one or more other persons, which provides that a child born to 
the woman under circumstances not prohibited by the rules of 
the relationship, is accorded full birth-status rights common to 
normal members of his society or social stratum.”1

 
  2. Definition is so complicated because in some societies sexual 

rights, economic responsibilities, or socialization of children are 
not derived from relationships in marriage 

 
1 Kathleen Gough, 1968.  The Nayars and the definition of marriage.  In Paul Bohannan and John 
Middleton, eds., Marriage, Family and Residence.  New York: The Natural History Press: 68 
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   a. Rather, they are the rights (and responsibilities of other 

groups) 
 
   b. One reason Gough came up with such a labored 

definition 
 
   c. Was her research on a caste in S. India: The Nayar 
 
    1) Matrilineal, matrilocal 
 
    2) Brothers and sisters lived together in a large 

residence throughout their lives 
 
    3) Women would get impregnated by lovers…could 

have multiple ones 
 
    4) Had to observe caste regulations regarding 

appropriate lovers 
 
    5) The only thing resembling a wedding was a pre-

puberty ceremony the girls went through 
 

6) Involving members of another matrilineal clan 
 
    7) But no one specific male person 
 
    8) Obligations of this clan was to provide a shroud 

when the girl died 
 
    9) Then she could take lovers 
 
   d. Discuss: is this a wedding? 
 
   e. Do the Nayars have the institution of marriage? 
 
 C. Clearly, defining marriage in universal terms and with respect to a 

single society requires very different definitions 
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  1. In our society, marriage does many, many things besides 
legitimize offspring from a sexual union 

 
  2. And yet we see the core of marriage as being about consensual 

sexual intercourse 
 
   a. We annul marriages if they haven’t been consummated 
 
   b. Or if there was coercion 
 
  3. When Dolly, the cloned sheep was discussed in the press some 

interesting comments were made in the press 
 
   a. “Imagine a world with no need for marriage” 
 
    1) Something should strike you about that comment 

as odd 
 
    2) Another article said that “Men wouldn’t be 

necessary anymore” 
 
 D. More cross-cultural examples 
 
  1. The Nuer of Sudan: a woman married another woman and 

became the “father” of the children the wife bore 
 

a. Making explicit the distinction between pater and 
genitor: biological father and social father 

 
1) We make this distinction for adopted children 

 
2) But for us, fathers are always men 

 
b. But the female husband, if she has cattle to use for 

bridewealth payments to the wife’s lineage, can marry 
 

1) Some man, a kinsman, friend, neighbor, 
impregnates the wife 
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2) Female husband cannot have children herself 
 

3) But she can have several wives if she is wealthy 
 

4) When her children marry, she receives bridewealth 
 
  2. Ghost marriage among the Nuer 
 
   a. If a man died without heirs left an unhappy and angry 

spirit 
 
   b. So a woman would be married to this deceased man’s 

“name” 
 
   c. Bridewealth cattle paid in the name of the dead man 
 
   d. She resided with his living kinsman (brother, brother’s 

son) who acts as though he were the true husband 
 
   e. He impregnates her; officially they are the children of the 

dead man 
 
   f. Both kinds of marriage are logical once you understand 

the social system and what’s at stake 
 
 E. Wedding ceremonies will reveal values about marriage, functions in a 

society 
 
  1. Bedouin weddings in Egypt 
 
   a. The groom will forcefully take the woman’s virginity 
 
   b. Hostile ritual symbolizing antagonism between the kin 

groups;2 he’s taking her away from her kin 
 
  2. Where I did fieldwork in the Northwest Amazon there was a 

 
2 Lila Abu-Lughod, 1993.  Writing Women’s Worlds: Bedouin Stories.  Berkeley: University of California 
Press: 167-202. 
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kind of “anti-wedding” 
 
   a. No ceremony at all, just the arrival of the woman and 

everyone very tense 
 
    3) In the past there was “bride-capture” sometimes 
 
    4) Sometimes there are ceremonial bride captures 
 
     a) Like the Bedouin, two potentially hostile 

groups coming together, creating an alliance 
 
    3) There are risks, everyone is on guard, don’t want 

to lose face 
 
   b. Tense because the woman is leaving her family, her 

home 
 
    1) To join her husband’s kin group, make it strong 

with the next generation 
 
II. Western ideology about marriage? 
 
 A. Legitimizing children 
 

1. Some tiny bit of symbolism at weddings: rice a symbol of 
fertility 

 
  2. Individual people will sometimes say “both of us wanted to be 

parents” 
 
  3. Unless they’re getting married because the bride is pregnant 
 
  4. A couple, the O’Neills, wrote Open Marriage in 1972 
 
   a. A scandalous book of its day 
 
   b. They said marriage is necessary for the people who are 

married 
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   c. It has nothing to do with producing legitimate children 
 
  5. Whereas earlier when John Knox, the founder of the Quakers, 

and 45 years old 
 
   a. Married a fifty-five-year old woman he was criticized 

because marriage was for the purpose of begetting 
children 

 
 B. Sex 
 
  1. Remember Morgan’s conclusions about the New England 

Puritans? 
 
   a. Who saw sex as appropriate in a marriage—for both 

partners—with no necessary tie-in to reproduction  
 
   b. Both partners need and are entitled to sex  
 
  2. A minister, criticizing a book published in 1927 called The 

Companionate Marriage 
 
  3. Wrote: 
 
   Marriage is after a fashioin, a trades union of women for their 

own protection.  The prostitute and the vamp are the scabs who 
underbit the union wage…Married women will do well to 
reserve their union cards, and keep their dues well paid, and 
also keep up the high quality of their goods.  They have 
competition.3

 
   a. This person accepts that there is a trade of sex for 

support; sex is a device a woman should use to protect 
her marriage 

 
3 Nena O’Neill and George O’Neill, 1972.  Open Marriage: A New Life Style for Couples.  New York: M. 
Evans and Company.  Excerpted in Kenneth C.W. Kammeyer, 1975.  Confronting the Issues: Sex Roles, 
Marriage, and the Family.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc.: 61. 
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   b. Fits in with some feminists who maintain that traditional 

marriage is a form of prostitution 
 
    1) Sex for non-sexual ends 
 
   c. At that time no one countered by saying women needed 

and are entitled to sex as much as men 
 
 C. Money 
 
  1. Marrying for money is a no-no (especially if you’re a man) 
 
   a. The whole plot of Philadelphia Story concerns how two 

people in love (Cary Grant and Katharine Hepburn) can 
get married 

 
    1) She’s fabulously wealthy 
 
  2. Yes, in the film “Asian Heart”—the women 
 

3. Do we still think in these terms? 
 
   a. Wives making more money than their husbands? 
 
  4. Certainly present in the opinions of the conservative family 

values proponents, as described by Coontz 
 
III. Conclusion: how to define marriage 
 
 A. Should do it in terms of how people in a given society see it 
 
  1. In terms of the functions it performs for society 
 
  2. And understand what it is, rather than in terms of what it 

“ought” to be 
 
   a. Although certainly what people say marriage ought to be 

is important information for any analysis 
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   b. Often the gaps between what is and what ought to be are 

extremely revealing 
 
    1) Examples in our own society? 
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Feb. 5, 2004 
 

LECTURE 2:  ORIGINS OF THE FAMILY 
 
 
Read:  Skolnick, Introduction.  1-14 
  Giddens: The Global Revolution in Family and Personal Life 
  Coontz: Introduction, and Getting Past the Sound Bites 1-32  
 
I. Housekeeping 
 
 A. Where materials are in anthropology office 
 
 B. New students sign form 
 
 C. Readings to be done for class are located under the date on syllabus 
 
II. Origin of the Family 
 
 D. What is the usual depiction of early families—“cave man” families? 
 
  1. Man clubs woman 
 
  2. She stays in cave, tending the fire, cooking, childrearing 
 
  3. He goes out with his club (what he used to get her) 
 
   a. Kills saber-toothed tiger—and “brings home the bacon” 
 
   b. Defends the family 
 
  4. Monogamous 
 

a. A previous year a student asked whether early families 
were characterized by men with more than one wife.  The 
argument was made that this increased number of births, 
helped to populate the land 

 
   b. Think about the logic here; what’s going on? 
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 E. What are the resemblances here to Scarsdale (i.e., traditional middle-

class suburb family arrangements)? 
 
  1. Nuclear family image: no one else around 
 
  2. Or, if someone else is around, it’s friends 
 
   a. As depicted in the comic strip in newspapers called “the 

Flintstones” 
 
  3. Patriarchal—male is superior 
 
   a. It’s the man who goes out and gets his wife (with the 

club) 
 
  4. Man goes out, man supplies the food 
 
   a. Woman stays inside, processes the food, takes care of 

kids 
 
   b. Woman in charge of children, or at least until the sons are 

ready to be taught to hunt and defend 
 
   c. Woman’s only roles are wife and mother, nothing else 
 
    1) Not sister, not daughter 
 
    2) No productive work (she doesn’t produce food) 
 
   d. Only the man was involved in choosing a mate, no one 

else 
 
 F. Other assumptions? 
 
  1. Meat eaters, of large mammals 
 
IIII. How can we find out about early families?  Three types of sources 
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 A. Fossil evidence 
 
 B. Primates 
 
 C. Contemporary hunter-gatherers 
 
IIII. Problems with these sources? 
 
 A. Fossil evidence: 
 
  1. Not much left 
 
  2. Especially of the things we’re interested in: 
 
   a. Social organization 
 
   b. Demography 
 
   c. Gender division of labor 
 
   d. Beginnings of the incest taboo and other beliefs 
 
   e. Authority structures 
 
   f. Monogamy, polygyny, polyandry 
 
  3. Important findings in archaeological record 
 
   a. Bipedal long before brain capacity enlarged significantly 
 
    1) Adapted to terrestrial life out of trees 
 
   b. Tool-using 
 
    1) But many tools aren’t left in the archaeological 

record 
 
     a) An important example: baby sling 
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   c. Social groups: 
 
    1) On the ground, savanna grasses 
 
    2) Became active hunters 
 

a) But ate mostly vegetables, or gathered small 
animals 

 
     b) Fossil record of dentition shows that lots of 

roots and seeds were eaten—a gritty diet 
 
     c) Primates are not hunters 
 
     d) Will eat meat if it’s easily acquired 
 
    3) Language 
 
     a) When?  We don’t know 
 
     b) Estimates of when homo sapiens emerged 

keep getting pushed back 
 
    4) The territorial range was greater than other animals 
 
     a) Current debate about extensiveness of 

males’ versus females’ range 
 
      (1) Probably engaged in collective 

hunting at times 
 
     b) Although solitary hunting, too—there is a 

debate about this 
 
   d. They had a camp, a “hearth”—home base 
 
    1) Never a pattern of a nuclear family by itself  
 
     a) Interdependence, sharing, cooperation 
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clearly an adaptation 
 
    2) This point is crucial in our definition of the family 
 
     a) For our understanding how and why it 

evolved (i.e., why it was adaptive) 
 
     b) And part of the reason why h. sapiens was 

so successful 
 
    3) Sharing is a crucial point 
 
     a) Nearly opposite of popular cultural images 

of early humans 
 
IV. Primates:  What we know about the primate substratum 
 
 A. What do we share with them? 
 
  1. The young are helpless, they need prolonged care, they suckle 

for several months or years 
 
  2. Mate at all times of the year 
 
   a. But non-human female primates have a period of estrus 

when they’re attracted and attractive 
 
   b. Human females also have a period of fertility, there is 

debate about how it relates to sexual attraction 
 
   c. But other primates, like us, can be considered to be 

sexual all the time 
 
    1) It is hard to define “sexuality”—primates other 

than humans use it for non-sexual ends 
 
  3. A highly social species 
 
   a. Grooming behavior, etc. 
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  4. Rudimentary sexual division of labor 
 
   a. But does not appear to be culturally determined, as with 

humans 
 
   b. Females have prolonged offspring care 
 
   c. Males more of a role of defense 
 
   d. And a generalized “fatherliness”— protective role of the 

adult males 
 
    1) But there is no social role of “father” as there is of 

“mother”—this is a human invention 
 
   e. No real economic division of labor 
 
 B. The sexual bond: what are the forms it takes? 
 
  1. Varied 
 
   a. Some primates have enduring sexual bonds (gibbon) 
 
   b. Research, now long-term, seems to show a de facto incest 

prohibition 
 
    1) In that male chimps do not mate with mothers 
 
     a) Females will mate with fathers 
 
     b) Although with chimps it is very difficult to 

know who father is (for both researcher and 
chimps) 

 
     c) Some exceptions occur in chimp groups—

pair bonding  
 
   c. Variety in social relations: 
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    1) Chimps: low degree of male dominance and male 

hierarchy 
 
     a) Indiscriminate sexuality 
 
    2) Gibbons: fidelity, no dominance or hierarchy 
 
    3) Howler monkeys (not apes) are sexually 

indiscriminate and lack male hierarchies or 
dominance 

 
    4) Gorillas have a very low sexual activity level and a 

harem arrangement 
 
  2. Dominance and hierarchy seem to be adaptations to specific 

environments 
 
   a. At times it’s genetic, at times not 
 
   b. E.g., we find in very closely related baboon populations 

but only one kind will be highly hierarchical 
 
    1) Difference seems to be due to ecological niche 

they occupy 
 
  3. Humans: dominance is almost certainly learned 
 
   a. Because there’s such a great variety in the cross-cultural 

record 
 
  4. Where defense is important, sexual dimorphism and hierarchy 

and dominance are found in primates 
 
  5. Humans have little sexual dimorphism 
 
   a. Especially some populations 
 
V. How do humans differ from apes? 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

130
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 
 

8 8

 
 A. Physical? 
 
  1. Upright posture 
 
  2. Larger brains 
 
  3. Less hair 
 
  4. Mate all the time, no visible estrus 
 
  5. Think about: upright posture plus larger head=neoteny 
 
   a. Developmentally earlier birth 
 
  6. This was the main pressure toward developing families, 

whatever they were like 
 
 B. Socio-cultural evolution 
 
  1. Language 
 
  2. Use of symbols very pronounced 
 
  3. Social role of the father 
 
  4. Institutionalized sharing 
 
  5. Universal gender division of labor (economic) 
 
  6. Incest taboo 
 
   a. A big issue; a lot of debate about why it developed 
 
    1) Why it originated is not necessarily why it’s 

maintained 
 
    2) Possible reasons? (discuss) 
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     a) One suggestions: preserve order in the 
family as a cooperative unit 

 
      i) Example of Brigham Young’s family: 

full of rancor, and this was only a case 
of polygyny 

 
     b) Another: create bonds between groups 
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March 30, 2004 
 PARENTING 
 
Read:  Collins: Shifting the center: Race, class, and feminist theorizing about 

motherhood 
  Cowan and Cowan, Becoming a parent 
  Mannis: Single mothers by choice 
  Mason, Fine, Carnochan: Family law in the New Millennium: For 

whose families? 
 
I. Brief review of attitudes toward parenting in America 
 

A. Cycles and shifts with regard to which parent should play the primary 
role 

 
1. And in attitudes about causes of pathology (who’s to blame) 

 
 B. Colonial period 
 

1. Father was the “moral overseer” 
 

2. Mothers did most of the childcare, but fathers were seen as 
more important for child’s character, etc. 

 
a. A child who is a failure indicates failed parenting on the 

father’s part, not the mother’s 
 
   b. Discuss: current attitudes about this? 
 

3. Children were seen to come into the world sinful and woeful 
condition 

 
4. Mothers were seen as too indulgent to provide proper parenting 

 
5. Women in general seen as too irrational, too “passionate” 

 
a. The root of testimony and testify is “testes” 

 
C. 19th century: Mothers prevailed 
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1. Because of “purity” and moral superiority: a total reversal of 

colonial ideology 
 
  2. For the first time in case of divorce custody came to seen as 

properly awarded to mother (Mason et al.) 
 

a. “In the best interests of the child” 
 
   b. Earlier, father had rights to children, which were seen in 

terms of economic assets—children’s value as laborers 
 

D. 20th century 
 

1. During first half: fathers came to be seen as increasingly distant 
from children 

 
a. Breadwinner role seen as the main role 

 
   b. Strong split between public and private, “instrumental” 

vs. “emotional” parenting 
 

2. But accompanied by significant ambivalence about the effects 
of increased authority of the mother on the child 

 
a. Notions about “suffocating” (overprotective, over-

involved) mothers 
 
   b. Popularity of Philip Wylie’s book Generation of Vipers 

revealed anxiety about this issue 
 
   c. Can find lots of evidence of women’s ambivalence 

towards full-time mothering, as well 
 
   c. The anti-mothering literature depicted a mother who: 
 
    1) Avenges her own frustrations on a small helpless 

child 
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    2) Tyranny 
 
     a) Smothering affection 
 

d. Specter of homosexuality—notion that the overprotective 
mother produces it in boys 

 
   e. No one seemed to care much about girls 
 
    1) Daughters were simply absent from the literature 

except as juvenile delinquents 
 
   f. No literature whatsoever on mother-daughter relationship 
 
   g. For the 1st time since the colonial period, discussion 

returned concerning fathers being necessary as parents, 
not just as breadwinners 

 
3. The role of “experts” and their advice 

 
a. Colonial period: advice came from moral authorities, 

religious 
 
   b. 19th century: advice in secular form began to appear: in 

magazines, etc. (religious sources of advice continued) 
 

4. The field of clinical psychology began in 19th century 
 
 E. Complex and interrelated underlying causes of such shifts 
 
  1. For example: demographic: extremely important 
 
   a. An article I used to use in this course was a historical 

investigation of mothers’ attitudes toward infants in eras 
of high infant mortality 

 
    1) Author looked at diaries, letters 
 
    2) Much less emotional investment in the infant, and 
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less emotion at the loss 
 
    3) Reactions of students was to blame the mother 
 
    4)  But maternal feelings are affected by the degree of 

confidence a mother can have that an infant will 
survive 

 
    5) A low probability of survival throughout society 

will influence what all parents feel 
 
    6) We can’t see them only in terms of individuals 

who are lacking in feeling, using our present-day 
values 

 
  2. Example: the Industrial Revolution 
 
   a. We have discussed many of the changes 
 
  3. Example: World War II 
 
   a. Big increase in women working outside the home 
 

1) Greatly increased participation in labor market of 
women with young children 

 
   b. Divorce rate at an all-time high; happens with wars 
 
  4. Example: new reproductive technologies that challenge our 

most basic beliefs and values 
 
   a. Surrogacy, etc. 
 
    1) “That woman’s carrying my baby.  Isn’t she 

supposed to be my wife?”1

 
 

1  Quote from Helena Ragoné, 1997: “Chasing the Blood Tie: Surrogate Mothers, Adoptive Mothers, and Fathers.”  
In Louise Lamphere, Helena Ragoné and Patricia Zavella, eds., Situated Lives.  New York: Taylor & Francis, 
Inc./Routledge, Inc. 
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II. Beginning of 21st century: why is being a mother or a father so difficult in 
America? 

 
 A. Shifting roles, resulting confusion 
 

1. Problems with the traditional arrangements? 
 

a. Difficult for many families to live on one paycheck 
 
   b. Cowan and Cowan article 
 

2. New arrangements in childcare, new values  
 

a. Pioneer couples trying for “egalitarian” marriages, 
including childcare duties 

 
b. Couple faces disapproval, doubts, incomprehension of 

parents, boss, friends, etc. 
 
   c. What do you do if you and your spouse disagree about 

childrearing philosophy and you’ve agreed that each 
parent is 50% responsible? 

 
   d. The new father: participation in parenting is his right 

(seen to be a fulfilling role) as well as duty 
 
    1) Earlier: father had rights in his children (seen as 

economic assets), but notion of a “right” to become 
a father or not is a new concern 

 
    2) Earlier: becoming a father accompanied marriage, 

or a sign of irresponsibility if the mother is unwed 
 

3. Shifting conceptions of what it means to be a man, a woman 
make an impact as well 

 
a. Men, masculinity 

 
b. Mid-century (and continuing) discussions about the 
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negative effects of an “absent father” (seen to result in 
juvenile delinquents, homosexuals) 

 
    1) This theory derives from anxieties about the male 

role in general 
 

 2) For example, anxiety about men’s jobs no longer 
being “masculine” 

 
c. These anxieties displaced onto developmental 

psychology: boys seen to have a great deal of trouble 
achieving manhood, male identity 

 
d. Boys seen to need a “present” father in order to be able to 

develop into a normal adult male 
 

e. A heightened concern with maintaining distinctions 
between father and mother role because previous 
distinctions were breaking down 

 
   f. First half of 20th century: father should have an active, 

but limited, role in childrearing 
 
    1) Strongly challenged during the 1970s and after 
 
 B. Contradictions that are built in: 
 
  1. Mother? 
 
   a. “Told it’s their most sacred duty, while on the other hand 

keeping them on a level of unpaid drudgery”—this was a 
feminist critique 

 
  2. Father? 
 
   a. A deep-seated ambivalence about this role is readily 

apparent in popular culture 
 
    1) Discuss: Westerns, other movie genres 
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C. Learning how to be a parent 

 
1. How to produce a successful child begins to be greatly debated 

in the 19th century—for the first time, doubts, uncertainty 
appear 

 
   a. Unknowns are especially numerous today 
 
  2. Preparation for parenting? 
 
   a. You can’t really learn except by doing many of the things 

you need for family life 
 
   b. Because of birth patterns, most parents’ previous 

experience with their younger siblings was not when 
their siblings were infants 

 
c. Experience with infants? 

 
1) Men in particular little experience 

 
   d. You can learn a bit during pregnancy 
 
    1) But this can be confusing because of all the child 

psychology books, etc. 
 
  4. And the transition to parenthood is abrupt 
 
   a. And, of course, occurs when the infant is most needy 
 
   b. Vivid depiction of this in Cowan and Cowan 
 
 D. Difficult to evaluate success along the way 
 
  1. Children go through “phases” (e.g., stealing) 
 
  2. Why we’re so interested in school reports or pediatrician’s 

assessments 
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 E. Lack of societal support 
 
  1. USA is one of the few countries without a family policy 
 
  2. Lack of adequate parental leave when babies are born 
 
  3. Lack of flexible work hours (“flextime”) programs in US 

corporations 
 
  4. Lack of access to reasonably priced, competent child care 
 

5. Lack of governmental support for families that want to adopt 
the traditional stay-at-home mother model 

 
III. Social role of father as compared to that of mother 
 
 A. Distinction between biological father and social father 
 
  1. Remember distinction between Latin terms genitor and pater? 
 
  2. But no socially important equivalent distinction between 2 kinds 

of mother, except in cases of adoption 
 
   a. Maternity was seen to always be certain, paternity not 
 
   b. Paternity tests were needed, not maternity tests2

 
   c. And challenges: “give the child a name,” etc. 
 

B. But with new reproductive technologies, there is currently a huge 
debate about motherhood 

 
  1. Cultural assumptions are revealed in the current debates about 

who is THE mother? 
 

 
2 Except royal births that required an official witness to confirm that the infant emerged from the woman.  A 
practice in the United Kingdom until Princess Diana’s 2nd child was born. 
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2. The one who contributes the egg?  The one who carries the fetus 
to term?  The one who adopts the child?  The one who 
“arranged” for the child to come into existence by entering into a 
surrogacy contract with another woman? 

 
3. With DNA testing, paternity is much easier to establish than 

maternity; a reversal 
 
  4. Fatherhood: rights to the child when contested; ability to 

participate in decision-making regarding pregnancy 
 
   a. Marriage increasingly seen as providing the father with 

rights to the child that could be contested if the parents 
remain unmarried 

 
    1) Reversal of earlier concerns about unwed mothers, 

“give the child a name,” “make an honest woman of 
her” 

 
    2) Mason et al. call this issue “unwed fathers” 
 
   b. Example of a court case involving a woman whose 

husband dies suddenly; she wants to have a child by him 
by harvesting his semen, even though he hasn’t given 
explicit permission3

 
c. Should she be able to? 

 
d. Headlines: “Court blocks embryo use over ex-husband’s 

rights: Decision finds woman needs his consent”4 
 

e. Or: “British women lose court fight over possessing frozen 
embryos”5 

 
 C. Ties in with rise in number of women choosing to get pregnant even 

 
3 Bill would regulate sperm of dead men: Removal would require specific written permission from donor.  New York 
Times March 7, 1998. 
4 New York Times May 8, 1998. 
5 New York Times Oct. 2, 2003. 
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though unmarried (Mannis). 
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April 1, 2004 
 

Parenting: Changes 
 
Read:  Hertz: A Typology of Approaches to Child Care 
  Hernandez: Revolutions in Children’s Lives 
  Galinsky: What Children Think about Their Working Parents 
  Coltrane and Adams: Men’s Family Work: Child-Centered Fathering and the 

Sharing of Domestic Labor 
 
I. Parenting 
 
 A. We’re getting into some areas we all have deep feelings about 
 
  1. Which is one reason why you have so much reading on divorce 
 
   a. Debates about effects on children of dual-earner families and 

divorce are passionate 
 
    1) Authors disagree 
 
    2) You should be able to spell out where these researchers 

disagree 
 
   b. For example, one researcher, Wallerstein, and her collaborators 

conclude that divorce has long-term very significant impacts on 
children 

 
    1) Others, like Cherlin, suggest that it’s conflictive families 

that are the cause of behavior problems 
 

B. Causes of the disagreements? 
 

1. Clearly some due to different ideological positions—the political and 
social agendas of researchers 

 
  2. Others result from different methodologies or approaches, ways of asking 

the questions, research design 
 
   a. Example Galinsky asks children what they want 
 
    1) More children mention wanting more time with their 

fathers than mothers 
 
    2) Yet most of the concern and research have focused on the 
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effects of employed mothers on their children 
 
II. Major changes that have occurred in parenting? 
 
 A. Demographic (Hernandez) 
 

1. Fewer children 
 
  2. Are born closer together 
 
 B. Greater numbers of women in the labor force, especially the entry of mothers of 

small children 
 
  1. Doubled between 1960 and 1997 
 

C. Changes in conceptualizations of what parenting meant for an individual’s 
identity 

 
 D. Changes in mothering: behavior and attitudes 
 

1. Through 1967 little girls resembled their mothers in terms of the centrality 
placed on marriage, family life, and children 

 
  2. But since then there is much more heightened consciousness, and 

traditional gender roles are increasingly seen as constraining 
 
  3. Conflicting data about employed mothers 
 
   a. One image: “latch-key kids” and stressed-out mothers who try to 

be super moms and fail 
 
   b. And the opposite: women more satisfied, children more satisfied, 

full of respect 
 
   c. Hayes’ point in The Mommy Wars 
 
   d. Examples of the debate are in Hertz, make the issue very clear 
 
    1) Nice quotes, because they’re accompanied by information 

about how solutions were found 
 
    2) Mother works the night shift, can keep up image of her at 

home for the kids 
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    3) Or the solution in the form of blaming the economy rather 
than the husband who doesn’t earn a family wage 

 
 E. Fathering 
 
  1. Traditional views: 
 
   a. Mother’s helpers (and were seen as heroes if they did) 
 
   b. Mainly as breadwinner 
 
   c. Respected, authority, but sometimes feared 
 
   d. Offered companionship and emotional support to wives but not 

directly to young children 
 
    1) This minimal nurturing role has been offered as a reason 

why fathers are sometimes indifferent to, or rejecting of, 
their children following a divorce 

 
   e. Bowlby, in his famous studies of the need for maternal care to 

ensure proper attachment and development, saw no direct caring 
role for fathers with infants and young children 

 
    1) This is generally true for the psychoanalytic tradition 
 
     a) Although the early Freud saw the father as 

paramount in the child’s psychosexual 
development—as was the case in the colonial 
period in the US 

 
     b) But not small children and infants:  the father was 

limited to symbolic importance until later in the 
child's life 

 
  2. Father absence theories (causing delinquency and homosexuality) in the 

50s and early 60s: people began research are another source of notions 
about traditional fathering 

 
   a. Fathers were seen as important to children’s development in 3 

areas: 
 
    1) Achievement of socially appropriate sex-role identity 
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    2) Academic performance 
 
    3) Moral development (absence of delinquency) 
 
   b. Remember the Moynihan report? 
 
    1) Said that “matriarchy” caused black male unemployment—

the absence of male role models is the cause of delinquency 
 
    2) He protested AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent 

Children) policy of giving money only to father-absent 
families, which, he said, encouraged it 

 
   c. Findings about the effect of an absent father 
 
    1) Father absence in itself is not likely to result in lower 

school performance 
 
    2) Delinquency: might be slightly higher, but statistically 

unimportant 
 
    3) No solid support that resident father is the only source of 

masculine identification, or that an absent father affects the 
boy’s masculine identity 

 
   d. And how do you define “masculinity”?  Who are the proper highly 

masculine role models? 
 
    1) Abraham Lincoln? Martin Luther King?  Gandhi?  Albert 

Einstein? 
 
    2) Clint Eastwood?  John Wayne? 
 
  3. Evidence of dissatisfactions with traditional (mid-century) roles? 
 
   a. The father was often depicted as a comic figure, ineffectual, in 

T.V. shows 
 
    1) Two-dimensional roles 
 
  4. Literature from men who became the primary parent after divorce reveals 

dissatisfaction with traditional father/husband roles 
 
   a. A piece by Boren on what he learned about fathering in general 
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upon becoming a single father following divorce  
 
    1) He and his wife hadn’t set up a traditional nuclear family 
 
     a) Both had been students during the entire 10 years 
 
     b) Both had had part or full-time jobs 
 
     c) He had always participated in fathering 
 
    2) He came to realize he’d seen himself as very masculine 
 
     a) As “the competitive, self-confident, achieving, 

dominating male, and she the more accepting and 
supportive female who relied on me, more than 
either of us would admit, for her feelings of self-
worth and sense of identity” 

 
     b) “What neither of us were aware of during those 10 

years was how much I depended on her being 
dependent on me” 

 
     c) So part of the separating was to accept her with 

other men, accept that she could be alone, not 
dependent, and realize that he was not necessarily a 
failure, unworthy, unlovable 

 
   b. He found that when he was the sole authority his children 

disobeyed him and challenged him as they had challenged his wife 
when she was the primary parent 

 
    1) He found out that being responsible differs from the 

traditional “fathering” role, which requires only financial 
responsibility 

 
    2) The child relates differently to the primary parent, male or 

female, whoever “mothers” 
 
    3) “He didn’t seem as cooperative or to respect my authority 

as much as he used to” 
 
   c. And Boren found that he himself changed: he’d became a nagger 

and overly sensitive 
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    1) What he had accused his wife of when they were married 
 
   d. Fathers who take primary responsibility often say they come to 

have more respect for their wives as mothers 
 
    1) “You will feel inadequate” 
 
   e. Boren found out that it wasn’t enough to be a firm but fair 

authority figure 
 
    1) And pals 
 
    2) And the one who pushes the child to explore 
 
   f. You have to have patience, sensitivity, warmth, nurturance 
 
 F. Conclusions on male parenting 
 
  1. Male parenting seems good for both parents and children 
 
  2. Have to do careful studies 
 
  3. And we have to assume men can parent very young children 
 
  4. Findings about how boys and girls turn out in single parent homes are 

inconclusive 
 
  5. Majority of women with small children working outside the home 
 
   a. Concerned about increased participation of fathers/husbands not 

only in time with children, but housework 
 
    1) Coltrane and Adams piece 
 
   b. It’s clear that the issue is complicated, not just a question of 

fairness, but symbolically weighted 
 
    1) Coltrane and Adams refer to the idea of “the economy of 

gratitude” by Hochschild and Machung 
 
    2) Feeling indebted to your spouse 
 
     a) Even to the point of being able to earn more—one 

woman saw it as a gift from her husband 
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April 6, 2004 
 

Parenting: Problems 
 
Read:  Luker: Why Do they Do It?  Skolnick 
  Kaplan: Black Teenage Mothers and Their Mothers: The Impact of Adolescent 

Childbearing on Daughters’ Relations with Mothers 
  Arditti: Rethinking Relationships Between Divorced Mothers and Their Children: 

Capitalizing on Family Strengths 
 
I. Review of contemporary problems in parenting 
 

A. Family life: how it has changed for the worst, according to those who see the 50s 
as ideal? 

 
1. Divorce, much more common—about one in two: broad trend of a 

weakening role of marriage in family life 
 

2. Young adults postponing marriage, some of them cohabiting 
 

3. A growing number of children, currently about 30%—are born to mothers 
who are not married 

 
a. The articles you read by Mannis (single mothers by choice), Luker 

and Kaplan address this issue 
 

4. Many more mothers of small children are working outside the home 
 

5. These trends characterize the industrialized west, not just the USA 
 

a. The exception is teenage pregnancy: the article by Schalet said that 
rates were 9 times higher in the US than in the Netherlands 

 
6. In fact, the most unusual and distinctive decade for family life was the 

1950s 
 

a. Our model, the “Cleaver” family, does not represent the traditional 
family in history 

 
b. Marked the turnaround for many trends of the century: 

 
1) Birth rates rose 

 
2) Age of marriage was at a century-long low 

 
3) Rising divorce rate slowed 
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a) Remember, the highest rate was in the 1940s 

 
4) Largest proportion of children (slightly more than half) 

were raised in the “breadwinner-homemaker” family 
 
II. Hypothesized causes of problems in parenting 
 

A. Economic shifts: income 
 

1. 1950s and 1960s American economy was strong, wages were rising 
 

a. Average income of full-time workers, adjusted for inflation, 
doubled 

 
b. High-school graduates could expect to find decent factory jobs 

 
1) Many could anticipate owning their own homes 

 
c. Most generations of Americans have expected to do better 

economically than their parents’ generation; this is no longer true 
 

2. But 1973 on oil price crisis and subsequent adjustments resulted in 
stagnation of wages ever since 

 
a. Manufacturing moved overseas 

 
1) A political issue in the upcoming election is the continued 

trend of outsourcing—not just manufacturing 
 

b. Automation—computers, etc., replaced workers with machines 
 

3. How were families affected? 
 

a. Young men with poor job prospects (unemployed, or very low 
wages) are reluctant to marry 

 
1) In some sectors young women see difficulty of finding a 

reliable earner for a husband, they are less likely to wait 
until marriage to have children 

 
    2) The Arditti article about Black adolescent mothers; most of 

the fathers disappear, their job prospects probably playing a 
role in their decision-making 

 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

150
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 3

    3) For the most part families of poor pregnant adolescents do 
not encourage them to marry if the father is going to be a 
burden rather than an asset 

 
b. Marriages face more strain because of inadequate incomes 

 
1) Most experts agree that many middle-class and all working-

class families need 2 incomes to get by 
 

B. Economic shifts: work patterns 
 

1. The postmodern family: the movement of married women into the 
working force produces changes in the division of labor at home—
ideology and practice 

 
a. We have seen in many articles that men do not take up the slack 

even though their participation increased and amount of work 
decreased 

 
b. 1985 women still did 70% of the work 

 
  2. Possible explanations? 
 

a. One is that men still earn more 
 

1) And so the exchange is equal when this is taken into 
account 

 
    2) Obviously it’s more complicated than such a formula 

indicates 
 

b. A lag in cultural values is another explanation 
 
   c. Another explanation is what Coontz calls “situated social power”1

 
    1) Unequal access to economic resources, political power, 

social status—and men and women have different options 
 
    2) Research shows that men are happiest in a relationship 

when they don’t have to do much housework and yet meals 
get made, clothes get ironed, the house looks good. 

 

                                                      
1  Coontz, Stephanie, 1997.  The Way We Really Are: Coming to Terms with America’s Changing 
Families.  New York: Basic: 18. 
. 
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    3) Divorce has more serious implications for women, who 
have fewer options—so even if the husband says doesn’t 
care if beds go unmade, she might be unconsciously 
assessing the risk and finding it too high, so she maintains 
high standards and resents her husband  

 
C. Violence 

 
1. Will be discussed Thursday April 15 

 
2. Coontz and others illustrate interlinkage 

 
a. Her figures on economic hardship and increasing rates of violence 

 
  3. Feminist movement stressed violence against women 
 

a. But the Violence Against Women Act was passed only in 1994 
 

1) Murder of Nicole Simpson 
 

4. Violence against children 
 

a. Some evidence of a rise in rates recently 
 

b. Often appears in the media in stories about monster mothers, who 
are always single 

 
c. But intact families are by no means immune 

 
D. Divorce and Remarriage 

 
1. Co-parental divorce (parents share parenting 50-50): problems 

 
a. Where are the children to live? 

 
1) Vast majority of cases maternal physical custody: figures 

on fathers with custody 10%-14% 
 

b. Divorce brings sharp economic slide for women; given the above, 
serious effects on children 

 
1) Fathers’ incomes increase by 10% following divorce 

 
c. Remarriage is statistically the only way for women to stop 

economic decline 
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d. Some studies of the variable rates of continued emotional and 
financial support by fathers show correlations with role of father in 
the family prior to divorce 

 
1) The “breadwinner-only” type of father is most likely to 

desert children; the co-parent most likely to maintain the 
relationship 

 
   e. Yet Lawson and Thompson say that “Ironically, more emotionally 

involved [Black] fathers before their divorces visit their children 
less often”2

 
2. Unfortunately, the divorce process often spoken of as a matter of 

“winning” and “losing” 
 

a. If you “lost,” then you disengaged from children 
 
   b. Oftentimes custody is the prize that’s fought over 
 

3. Remarriage 
 

a. At current rates, about 1/3 of all adults can expect to marry, 
divorce, and remarry during their lifetimes 

 
b. Stepfamilies have always been with us (Cinderella) 

 
1) You will probably be surprised at the numerous gaps in 

knowledge about stepparenting pointed out by Mason et al. 
in the readings for Thursday 

 
c. Complications: links to other households 

 
1) Children going back and forth 

 
d. Ex-spouses play a larger role in remarried parents’ lives when 

there are children 
 

1) Tugs and pulls of stepchildren, biological children, and 
former spouses 

 
e. Society is definitely not set up for this 

 
1) Troubling legal issues 

 

                                                      
2  Lawson and Thompson, p. 410 
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2) Biological parents are favored regardless of record of 
caretaking 

 
3) What happens when one parent leaves the state because of 

job relocation, or to be with new spouse? 
 

E. Shifts in government policy 
 

1. Areas of family life affected by government policies? 
 

a. Exercise: list all of the ways government policies affect our lives 
today that weren’t present at the beginning of the 20th century 

 
  2. Coontz argues that economic burdens resulting from economic shifts, 

structural adjustment, outsourcing, “flexibility,” downsizing, are shifted 
back onto families  

 
   a. Increasing number of non-unionized contract workers 
 
   b. NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement) in 1994 resulted 

in 75,000 U.S. workers losing jobs 
 
   c. More and more part-time workers without benefits are hired 
 
   d. Deregulation 
 
   e. Real wages are actually far below increases in productivity 
 
    1) Proportion of full-time workers in poverty continues to 

grow 
 
   f. Between 1980 and 1994 the Fortune 500 companies shed 4.4 

million jobs, while sales increased 1.4 times and assets increased 
2.3 times 

 
    1) For a while, average CEO of a large corporation received a 

compensation package of more than 3.7 million per year 
 

g. Which means we’re shortchanging our children 
 
  3. To what degree do we see the nation’s children as “our children?” 
 
   a. When there are 500,000 homeless children at any one time 
 
   b. When 4 million children go hungry at some point of each month 
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4. Numerous ways government policies affect families: 
 

a. Education 
 

1) “Other people’s children” bond issues 
 

b. Housing 
 
   c. Job training 
 
    1) Jobs to apply for once one is trained 
 
   d. Welfare Reform: AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent 

Children) 
 
    1) Based on idea that individuals are responsible for 

contracting their own welfare 
 
     a) They are at fault if they fail  
 
     b) If their children suffer, it’s just too bad 
 
    2) The government spends more on military bands than on 

AFDC 
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March 11, 2004 
Sexuality: The Social Context I 

 
 I. Review: 
 

A. Biological sex 
B. Sexual orientation 
C. Gender identity 
D. Gender role 
E. Structural gender 
F. Gender symbolism 

 
II. The social context of sexuality 
 

A. Sex: is what we understand to be biological, genetic sex—X 
chromosome, Y chromosome 

 
1. There is a lot more to say about this, but this is an anthropology 

course 
 

2. “Biological sex” most often refers to what we see—we can’t 
see chromosomes 

 
3. We see primary and secondary sex features, and we see the 

different roles in the reproductive process 
 

4. What we can conclude about such things as particular 
personality and behavior differences determined by sex is 
currently very contested 

 
a. There’s a lot more agreement about anatomy and 

physiology than in brain science 
 

B. Gender: is what societies do with these biological givens 
 

1. And societies do quite a variety of things with biological sex 
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2. Some societies don’t even categorize sex as consisting of 2 
sexes (hand around Nanda book1) 

 
a. In India, a third sex is called the Hijiras and they are 

considered to be neither men nor women 
 

b. We find this very difficult to conceive of; one of the most 
natural, unquestionable assumptions we all have is that 
you are a either boy or a girl 

 
   c. But “third sex” categories are found elsewhere, too, 

another well-known set of examples is found in Native 
American tribes 

 
d. Also in Saudi Arabia, Tahiti, New Guinea, and the 

Dominican Republic 
 
  3. The rigid formula of “sex”=“gender”=“2 sexes, male and 

female” is loosening up in the West 
 

a. I mentioned the workshop I attended in Baker House 4 
years ago, one of the participants said that currently 
he/she felt 70% male and 30% female 

 
1) Our system cannot accommodate this 

 
2) He/she followed by saying his/her sexual 

orientation is unclear, of course, because it 
depends on a clear-cut gender identity for the 
person and that of his/her partner 

 
3) He/she was right 

 
  4. Because we see our system as so natural, finding out where sex 

leaves off and gender begins is difficult to study 
 

a. Precisely why it’s useful to have the cross-cultural record 
 

                                                      
1 Serena Nanda, 1999.  Neither Man nor Woman: The Hijras of India.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
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1) If we can get beyond our feeling that our way of 
thinking and doing is natural  

 
    2) And any other way is just weird, unnatural, 

immoral, irrational, sinful, etc. 
 
III. What is social and cultural about sex and sexuality? 
 

A. First is that like all other kinds of feelings, these feelings and abilities 
develop only within a sociocultural system 

 
1. It is “normal” for humans to grow up within a cultural milieu; 

we are social, cultural animals 
 
   a. Feral children—children reared by mammals isolated 

from other human beings 
 
    1) Wolves, even tigers nurturing human infants—

several well-documented cases 
 
   b. They have nothing one could remotely call human sexual 

behavior (no language, of course, either) 
 
   c. They are not examples of “natural” humans; they are 

pathological 
 
  2. We can speak of sexual energy, or drive, of a capacity to 

respond 
 
   a. But the forms these take are learned; in fact, for the most 

part they are taught, formally and informally 
 
   b. Sexual behavior and sexual feelings are learned 
 

1) What you should do 
 

a) We think kissing is great—to express 
several kinds of feelings, to acknowledge 
several kinds of relationships 
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     b) Other cultures see kissing as disgusting; 
who’s to say they’re wrong and we’re right 
because what we do is “natural”? 

 
     c) In cultures where men and women don’t eat 

together, the idea of lovers going on a picnic 
is disgusting 

 
2) Also learned is what you would like to do but must 

not 
 

a) Example: the post partum sex taboo of a 
year, 2 years; among the Dani of highland 
New Guinea for 5 years 

 
     b) We have one as well, but it’s a matter of 

weeks 
 
     c) Ours post-partum sex taboo is medicalized, 

secularized: when the new mother’s 
genitalia have assumed their pre-birth 
condition 

 
3) Also learned is who you should be attracted to 

 
a) Obligatory heterosexuality: how you should 

feel, how you should behave 
 

(1) Desire for same sex was seen as a 
pathology, needed treatment 

 
b) How the West’s attitude has changed toward 

homosexuality is also an indication of who 
is attracted to whom being a matter of 
cultural prescriptions and proscriptions 

 
c) Samoans, prior to European contact, saw 

homosexual practices as simply not 
occurring (why would anyone do this when 
there were women around?) 
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 5

 
(1) But it was not condemned, not a sin 

 
      (2) These views changed following 

contact 
 
     d) Another example: institutionalized lesbian 

relationships in Muslim Mombasa 
 
    4) Also learned is who you do it with (not the same 

thing as #2) 
 

a) In the South Sea island of Mangaia, 
adolescent boys spend a two-week period of 
formal instruction about the techniques of 
intercourse, which is followed by a 
culturally approved experience with a 
mature woman in the village 

 
b) They’re not considered a man until this 

happens 
 

c) Compare the practice in some middle and 
upper class Latin American families of 
taking boys to houses of prostitution or 
expecting a domestic maid to provide the 
boy’s first experiences  

 
    5) And you learn when—this is highly variable 
 

a) Childhood sexual behavior: whether 
accepted, encouraged, discouraged is highly 
variable 

 
(1) Example: Huxley’s Brave New World, 
the encouraging attitude toward children’s 
games like “Find the Zipper” 

 
     b) Among the Tikopia in Oceania, sexual 

activity before marriage is expected; having 
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several lovers is considered normal for the 
young 

 
     c) The notion that older people do and should 

be active sexually has evolved a great deal 
in this country 

 
d) Earlier in this century attitudes toward this 

idea were limited to “dirty old man” 
 

e) Now we think it should happen and, if 
necessary, can help it along with Viagra 

 
    6) What you do to make yourself attractive is highly 

variable 
 
    7) And, in general, the importance a society gives to 

sex and expectations about frequency of sexual 
activity, vary tremendously 

 
  3. Hence, “doin’ what comes naturally” (from the musical “Annie 

Get Your Gun”) means doing what your culture has 
programmed you to think is natural 

 
  4. Understandings of such things as female orgasm, or 

homosexuality, for instance, vary enormously 
 
  5. We connect “natural” to “normal” to “moral, correct” 
 

a. Why we initially react with disgust at obligatory 
homosexuality in New Guinea cultures 

 
b. We are not reacting neutrally 

 
c. One lesson about culture: 

 
1) Its prescriptions and proscriptions are not given in 

the form of “it would be nice if you 
did/felt/believed this, but if you don’t, OK” 

 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

161
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 7

2) Rather, they are given in the context of “this is 
how humans behave”; “this is what the gods 
command you to do”; “do it this way or you will 
be considered very deviant, abnormal, sick” 

 
d. So we can better understand just how disturbing it is 

when what you think is natural, a trait of the species, is 
not, and you can’t find much evidence that that person is 
sick, a sinner in other ways, etc. 

 
1) In the Anthropology Program we have a video 

titled “You Don’t Know Dick,” about female-to-
male transsexuals 

 
2) One of these men is interviewed along with his 

friends 
 

3) One of the friends says a small part of her wanted 
his decision to result in a huge failure, 
demonstrating that he had been “out of his flippin’ 
mind” because then she wouldn’t have to rethink 
so much of what she’d come to believe 

 
B. Second, sexuality is always integrated into the entire sociocultural 

system; behaviors, feelings, etc. we consider sexual in some fashion 
will serve other purposes, do other kinds of “work” in the culture 

 
1. Examples? 

 
2. Marriage and the family 

 
a. These institutions do a great deal.  We see sexual 

attraction, which is a major part of falling in love, as very 
instrumental in making people want to marry 

 
3. Sexuality and power: We talked last time about a woman using 

her sexuality for non-sexual ends 
 

4. Advertising using sexuality to get people to buy stuff 
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5. The New Guinea case of the Sambia: sexual activities seen as 
necessary to turn boys into men 

 
6. Anthropologists have analyzed some kinds of expectations and 

prescriptions about sexuality as adaptive in contributing to 
population control 

 
7. Sexuality, especially female, and social stratification 

 
a. Degree of seclusion of women correlates with rank in the 

societies that emphasize the importance of virginity, 
modesty, chastity, etc. 

 
   b. In part because the lower classes can’t afford to have half 

their adult labor power so confined 
 
   c. In part because women’s bodies are seen as the 

repository of family honor and the upper classes have 
more honor to maintain 

 
   d. In a book we read about Morocco in another class I teach 
 

1) There is a graphic description of a wedding 
involving a staged struggle between the groom and 
the bride’s kinswomen after which he forcibly 
penetrates her (but doesn’t continue—it’s very bad 
form to ejaculate) 

 
2) And the bloodstained sheet is immediately 

displayed in front of the wedding guests, cause of 
great celebration and ululation 

 
3) Students very frequently find this hard to take and 

hard to understand 
 

4) The values are stated, the logic is clear 
 

 a) It is a very different logic 
 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

163
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 9

   e. In the Middle East countries sometimes women are put in 
jail for their own protection because their father and 
brothers are trying to kill them 

 
    1) Something they did besmirched the family honor 
 

2) Their mother and sisters agree this must be done 
 
    3) Ostensibly such “honor killings” are against the 

law, but law is not enforced 
 

4) There are Pakistani men in British and 
Scandinavian jail who have killed their daughters 
or sisters and are not repentant at all 

 
    5) Women’s groups in these countries work to help 

such women in danger of being killed find a safe 
place to live elsewhere in the country 

 
C. Third, because of culture, humans are freed from some of the 

biological controls over behavior characteristic of all other animals 
 

1. Advances in technology have produced reliable birth control 
 
  2. Played an important role in the sexual revolution of the 1960s 

and 1970s 
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May 11, 2004 
US and Sweden (“The Ultimate Welfare State”) Compared 

 
I. Sweden is an interesting case study because it illustrates a radical departure from 

traditional nuclear family 
 
 A. High degree of state involvement 
 
 B. 8 million people 
 
II. Historical background 
 
 A. Movement for gender equality came much earlier than anywhere else 
 
 B. Why?  Historical antecedents1

 
  1. Sweden was always a poor country: no great hierarchies 
 
   a. Less concern about arranged marriages in order to maintain and 

consolidate property than elsewhere in Europe 
 
   b. Few economic or political advantages to marriage, so for the most 

part young people chose their partners 
 
   c. Also a tradition of late marriage: couples wouldn’t marry until they 

could afford to 
 
  2. Also, men were seafarers, lumberers 
 
   a. Women had to be resourceful, self-reliant, economically 

productive because men were gone for long periods of time 
 
 C. More recent history 
 
  1. Very poor country, lots of immigration out 
 
  2. Late industrialization 
 
   a. A labor shortage 
 
   b. Single women were drawn into the labor force 
 

 
1 Some of this material taken from Charlotte G. O’Kelly and Larry S. Carney, Women & Men in Society: Cross-
cultural Perspectives on Gender Stratification, 2nd ed., 1986.  Belmont: Wadsworth: 182-198. 
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  3. And although it had been one of the poorest countries, it used “rational 
social planning” to avoid poverty, slums, unemployment 

 
   a. Probably helped foster the notion that women were an 

underprivileged social group 
 
  4. In 1842 free elementary school education for both boys and girls 
 
  5. In 1845 women were given equal inheritance rights and other reforms 
 
   a. It’s interesting that parliament instituted these reforms without 

pressure from women’s groups 
 
III. A form of democratic socialism evolved, following industrialization 
 
 A. Socialist in the sense that legislation was passed to redistribute the surplus to the 

weaker members of society 
 
  1. Sweden continues to have of the highest standards of living in the world; 

no poor people in Sweden 
 
  2. Literacy rate 99%2

 
  3. Infant mortality rate 6 per 1,000 
 
 B. Almost all the production is in the hands of the private capitalists 
 
 C. Employment was a key goal of government 
 
  1. The Social Democrats had power to implement job creation schemes, and 

Sweden pulled out of the Depression before the rest of the West 
 
IV. Underpopulation crisis influenced family policy-making  
 
 A. There had been a decline in the birthrate during Sweden’s bout with widespread 

poverty and unemployment in the 1920s 
 
  1. Arguments were made that the state had to take responsibility for making 

it easier to have and support children 
 
   a. That children are a valuable contribution to society 
 
V. The government instituted these policies on its own initiative 

 
2 Some of this material from J. Ross Eshleman, 2000, The Family, 9th edition.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon: 9. 
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Sweden 2004  7/3/2004 

3
 
 A. As in the 19th century 
 
 B. Policies considered to be necessary for the good of the nation: 
 
  1. Provide employment 
 
  2. Increase population 
 
  3. These social policies supported gender equality and women’s issues 
 
   a. Not because women were in major offices 
 
   b. Not because candidates who supported these issues were supported 

by mass support organizing campaigns 
 
   c. Not by changing the political/cultural climate so politicians see it 

to their interest to support reforms 
 
 C. Government promoted affirmative action 
 
  1. Social Democrats blocked attempts at legislation banning discrimination 

on the basis of gender 
 
  2. Because, they said, it undermines attempts to right past inequalities 
 
VI. Sweden’s current policies related to families 
 
 A. Based on achieving a high quality of life for all citizens 
 
 B. Marriage 
 
  1. The Marriage code of 1921 
 
   a. Equality and legal independence of the husband and wife 
 
   b. Equated housework and earned income as contributions to the unit 
 
   c. Joint owners of any property 
 
  2. In the 1970s the government introduced the notion of shared roles 
 
  3. The distinction between marriage and cohabitation was made minimal 
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   a. Receive the same government benefits 
 
   b. The difference: no implied contract of marriage for couples 

cohabiting 
 
  4. The stipulation of legitimacy was removed in 1917 
 
   a. Parents are responsible for 50-50 support 
 
   b. The state will pay if the father is recalcitrant 
 
   c. 90% do pay child support 
 
  5. Changes in tax laws 
 
   a. No longer do couples file a joint return 
 
   b. If a woman works, she as an individual is taxed, which probably 

results in lower rates than if they filed a joint return, if he earns 
more they’re taxed more 

 
   c. This is an incentive to get her to work:  if together they earn the 

same amount of money that they would if only he worked, 
 
    1) They will have more money 
 
 C. Divorce 
 
  1. If the situation is really bad, Swedes argue that there’s no reason to stay 

together 
 
  2. So if long-term companionship and intimacy have ended, then yes, 
divorce 
 
  3. Very high rates  
 
   a. Divorce rate is about ½ of U.S. 
 
   b. But if you include nonmarital cohabitation dissolution 
 
   c. Highest breakup rate in the industrialized world3

 
    1) Note that Swedes have institutionalized nonmarital 
                     
3 Eshleman, 2000: 492 
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cohabitation much more than most other countries, so the 
counts of these relationships are closer to 100% 

 
  4. Risk of divorce lower for women with one child, and even lower for 

women with 2 children 
 
 D. Reproduction policies 
 
  1. There has been free prenatal and postnatal care since 1937 
 
  2. Maternity leave up to 6 months (without pay) was instituted in 1945 
 
   a. In 1954 3 months’ paid leave was instituted 
 
   b. As of 1995: parents entitled to 10 months’ leave at 80% regular 

pay and an additional 3 months at a flat-rate4

 
    1) Can be used any time before the child is 8 years old 
 
   c. And 60 days off with pay per child sick leave 
 
   d. The government is trying to encourage fathers to take paternity 

leave more often, participate in prenatal care, parental education, 
and delivery 

 
  3. Loans are available for newlyweds to purchase household goods 
 
   a. In 1953 such loans were extended to unmarried parents 
 
  4. And other state-initiated social welfare services: neighborhood laundries, 

aid to the elderly, ill 
 
  5. In 1948 a family allowance per child rather than tax deduction was 

instituted 
 
   a. This favors the poor 
 
  6. Sweden is very resistant to pushing parents of small children, especially 

single parents, out to work 
 
   a. There is state-sponsored day care 
 
  7. And education is free, including university, including a stipend for living 
                     
4 Eshleman, 2000: 544 
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expenses regardless of parental income 
 
 E. Sexuality policies 
 
  1. Earlier in Sweden it had been illegal (1910) to disseminate birth control 

information 
 
   a. But in 1938 the country committed itself to the principle that every 

child should be wanted 
 
  2. Currently in Sweden: contraception is available to all sexually active 

individuals 
 
  3. Compulsory sex education in schools since 1956 (begun in 1940s) 
 
   a. Policy: provide detailed information, and avoid taking a moral 

stand against premarital sexuality 
 
  5. Abortion:  frowned upon 
 
   a. Holdover from anti-contraception campaign, pro-natal movement 
 
   b. But abortions were allowed from 1938 on for rape, incest, and 

threat to the mother's health 
 
   c. In1973 the law about abortions was liberalized because of 

evidence of illegal abortions 
 
   d. Why teenagers get pregnant is a mystery 
 
    1) Only 1.4% of teens ages 15-19 became pregnant in 1990 
 
    2) In U.S. it was 11% 
 
   e. Abortion rate in 1993 was 19.8 per 1,000 women ages 15 to 44 
 
    1) U.S.: 25.95

 
  6. Premarital sexuality is expected 
 
   a. No emphasis on virginity 
 
   b. Males are far less likely to try to “score” than here 

 
5 Eshleman, 2000: 179 
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   c. 1990s: Uppsala University students: about 70% believed it is 

acceptable for a 15-year-old girl or boy to have sexual intercourse 
with a steady boyfriend or girlfriend 

 
   d. 90% did not approve of a 15-year-old girl having sexual 

intercourse with a casual partner 
 
    1) Far greater approval for a 15-year-old boy; double standard 
 
  7. Extramarital sexuality 
 
   a. Not approved of 
 
  8. Attitudes toward sexual freedom 
 
   a. Yes, if doesn’t impinge on rights of others 
 
   b. Prostitution, yes, solicitation, no 
 
    1) Poverty is low, so not as many women go into prostitution 
 
   c. Sex with children, no 
 
   d. Incest is a crime only if involves under 18 years old 
 
   e. Homosexuality is seen as a private matter 
 
 F. Cohabitation 
 
  1. Not seen as a problem 
 
  2. About 25% of relationships 
 
  3. A study published in 1988 of 5,000 women found that those who 

cohabited premaritally had almost 80% higher marital dissolution rates 
than those who did not 

 
   a. But the longer the marriage, the smaller the difference6

 
   b. No differences for intact marriages of 8 years’ duration or longer 
 
   c. Virtually all Swedes cohabit prior to marriage now7

 
6 Eshleman, 2000: 156 
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  4. 35% of births not within a marriage in 1975 
 
   b. Unwanted pregnancies are seen as a problem 
 
  5. Although some disapprove of marriage—see it as old fashioned—most 

Swedes aren’t against marriage 
 
  6. Another semi-institution: LAT (living apart together): 2 domiciles 
 
 G. Work 
 
  1. The government continued to see married unemployed women as “hidden 

unemployment” 
 
  2. The idea of shared roles occasioned a big debate in 1956 
 
  3. Two roles for women and one for men was inherently unequal 
 
   a. Led to the government developed policies for getting men into the 

domestic arena 
 
   b. Developed policies to encourage parental leave and other ways of 

getting men to accept half of the parental responsibilities 
 
  4. So by 1979 65% Swedish women worked (79% men) 
 
   a. Currently 82%8

 
  5. Interest in getting women into the male domain 
 
   a. Government will bring women in to previously male jobs in areas 

with labor shortage (unskilled and semiskilled work) 
 
   b. And males are given preference in many female-dominated social 

service jobs 
 
  6. Not only government, but unions are behind ending gender-segregated 

labor 
 
   a. Unions supported instituting a “Solidarity Wage” 
 

 
7 Eshleman, 2000: 153 
8 Eshleman, 2000: 86 
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   b. A union negotiates for a larger percentage increase for those with 
the lowest wages 

 
   c. Aims to gradually raise the wages of those on the bottom without 

directly penalizing the higher-paid workers 
 
  7. In 1960: women earned 68.8% of men; by 1977 it was up to 87% 
 
VII. Effects 
 
 A. All of this legislation produced only a slight increase in birthrate 
 
  1. Sweden’s population would decline except for immigration 
 
  2. Women’s higher education levels and participation in labor force is 

associated with lower birthrates 
 
  3. More education correlates with later marriages 
 
  4. And children are expensive, even in Sweden 
 
 B. It’s a productive economy, there is little public resentment at the extremely high 

taxes 
 
 C. Marriage rates low; late age at marriage 
 
  1. By 1980 in Sweden 78 marriages per 1,000 women in the 25-29 year age 

group 
 
   a. 117 in France, 127 in the U.S., 168 in England 
 
  2. Mid-1980s median age at first marriage: 27 for women and nearly 30 for 

men 
 
 D. Role Sharing 
 
  1. In the 1990s: 55% said equal partnerships preferred, with the youngest 

parent generation more in favor than older ones9

 
  2. The differences that remain are the result of attitudes about: 
 
   a. Having children (women still primarily responsible for home and 

child care) 
                     
9 Eshleman, 2000: 267 
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   b. And the man’s role as breadwinner 
 
  3. There’s still a ways to go 
 
   a. Women still feel more dependent 
 
   b. Many men say they do not want to take parental leave 
 
   c. Employers disapprove of men doing this (counter to what the 

goverment wants) 
 
  4. For parents, one solution is shift work 
 
   a. But then they will never see each other 
 
  5. Today: 85% of all women with at least one child younger than seven years 

old 
 
   a. Are in the labor force10

 
  6. Government resists upgrading housework to status of a job: it is still 

considered “hidden unemployment” 
 
VIII. Political Participation 
 
 A. 90% Swedes vote 
 

B. All major parties supportive of gender equality 
 

1. High proportions of women holding office, but not 50-50 
 
 C. Women are less represented in unions than men 
 
  1. 90% of Swedes are unionized 
 
  2. Women participate in popular movements, but are less well represented in 

leadership positions 
 
IX. Discuss: how many values different from US? 
 
 A. Characteristics: 
 

 
10 Eshleman, 2000: 246 
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  1. Low marriage rate, high cohabitation rate, high rate of family 
dissolution, small household size, extensive movement of mothers into the 
labor force, high focus on family and children 

 
 B. Values 
 
  1. Moral assumptions about what is a just society 
 
   a. Minimum standards for all citizens 
 
   b. Ensure equality of opportunity 
 
   c. Social mobility for young people: education through college paid 

for 
 
  2. About who is responsible for the welfare of its citizens 
 
   a. The state to a much greater extent in Sweden 
 
  3. About what is just treatment for citizens who do not, or cannot, manage 

their own welfare 
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April 15, 2004 
 
 FAMILY VIOLENCE 
 
Read:  
 Read:  Goodrum, Umberson, Anderson: The Batterer’s View of the Self and 

Others in Domestic Violence.  Hutter 325-340 
   Johnson and Ferraro: Research on Domestic Violence in the 1990s: 

Making Distinctions.  Skolnick 493-517. 
   Straus: Ten Myths that Perpetuate Corporal Punishment.  Hutter 341-350. 
 
I. In the 1960s and 1970s there was an awakening of concern in child abuse, wife abuse, 

and incest 
 
 A. Why? 
 
  1. In the last 25 years people came to speak of a “crisis” in the family 
 
  2. The family became more permissive and child-centered, probably with 

less toleration of parental abuse of authority, especially father’s 
 
  3. The women’s movement had a slogan: “the personal is political” 
 
   a. Family began to be examined as a structure of domination 
 
  4. This period is also characterized by more self-exposure: commercial, 

personal, artistic 
 
  5. Decline in religiously based moralism 
 
 B. Omissions that were left out of these concerns: 
 
  1. Other kinds of violence in partnered relationships 
 
   a. Debate about gendered rates of violence discussed in the Johnson 

reading 
 
   b. Violence in gay and lesbian relationships 
 
   c. Began to be addressed in the 1980s and 1990s 
 
  2. Sibling violence 
 
  3. Violence against the elderly 
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  4. Child neglect 
 
   a. Poverty, inadequate care, inadequate educational institutions, etc. 
 
 C. Problems with many of the early studies of violence in the family 
 
  1. No attention to the history of family violence in Western civilization 
 
  2. A weak understanding of: 
 
   a. Family—its structure, dynamics 
 
   b. Gender 
 
   c. Power 
 
   d. Attention to language 
 
    1) Exercise: define “violence” 
 
     a) Unwanted physical injury perpetrated by another 

person 
 
     b) But a child does not want what the dentist does to 

her: is this violence? 
 
     c) We have to qualify: injury that causes harm 
 
     d) Executing men and women causes serious harm; is 

this violence? 
 
    2) Point: authorized violence is usually not defined as 

violence 
 
     a) And who gets to say what is authorized and what is 

not has the power to define violence 
 
     b) These definitions vary over time, cross-culturally, 

and within a given culture at a given time 
 
     c) Readings show that men and women don’t always 

see eye to eye; people don’t agree about “violence” 
with respect to children (Straus) 
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   e. Remember: violence isn’t “natural”; it’s a social fact, created by 
society 

 
    1) I am not saying that bodies don’t get mutilated, tortured, 

killed 
 
    2) But that who suffers, and when it’s seen as unnecessary, 

illegal, immoral suffering—and when it’s seen as 
necessary, moral and legal—is determined within a cultural 
and social context 

 
 D. Let’s look at power 
 
  1. All violence must be seen in terms of power relations 
 
  2. Families are by their very nature characterized by gender and generational 

inequities 
 
  3. We have a gendered society in which male power dominates 
 
   a. We are also democratic and egalitarian in ideology 
 
   b. This creates contradictions, sometimes conflicts 
 
    1) As we saw in the men Arendell interviewed when talking 

about their divorce and post-divorce lives 
 
    2) And in the men described by Goodrum et al. and Johnson 

and Ferraro 
 
  4. Yet violence occurs in intimate relationships that’s only indirectly linked 

to asymmetrical heterosexual power ideologies 
 
   a. So, as Johnson and Ferraro point out, we need to look at meanings, 

motives, etc., in other kinds of relationships 
 
II. Child Abuse 
 
 A. Earlier reports of it were done by charity workers, professional social workers 
 
  1. SPCA (Society for the Protection and Care of Animals) was founded 

earlier; first case to be won of child abuse punishment was reported to the 
SPCA 
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   a. Tells us about the strength of patriarchal authority at the time 
 
   b. Father-husbands could punish children, could physically punish 

wives: as Straus says, common law gave the right to the husband to 
“physically chastise an errant wife” 

 
  2. Physicians got into the act in early 1960s 
 
   a. Henry Kempe, a physician, in 1962 described the “battered child 

syndrome” 
 
    1) Offered a narrow definition—not surprisingly 
 
    2) Prior to this, physicians had been reluctant to admit there 

were such patterns 
 
 B. Psychological explanations of child abuse and critiques of them: 
 
  1. These are very popular 
 
   a. Abusive parents are sometimes seen as pathological, deviant, 

neurotic, psychotic 
 
    1) Fits with our tendency to dismiss any kind of pathological 

behavior by working hard to define perpetrators as “not 
like us” 

 
   b. Variation on this theme: they are immature individuals who want 

the child to behave like a grownup 
 
    1) Idea is that these individuals interpret the child’s inability 

to control himself as willful, hostile, excessively 
demanding 

 
   c. Another variation: role reversal: parents’ desire for love and 

approval from the child, as though child were the parent 
 
   d. Cycle-of-abuse hypothesis: the generations repeat 
 
    1) Parents who were deprived of nurturing go on to repeat the 

behavior 
 
    2) Very popular: read the critique in Johnson and Ferraro 
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 C. Societal explanations offered in the literature 
 
  1. Sweeping political/social ones: 
 
   a. The argument that child abuse cannot be eliminated unless our 

inegalitarian, competitive, irrational, hierarchical society is 
changed into an egalitarian, cooperative, rational, humane one 

 
b. That we live in a violent society that teaches: 

 
    1) It’s OK to hit those we love 
 
    2) It’s OK for more powerful people to hit less powerful ones 
 
    3) It’s OK to use hitting to achieve some end 
 
    4) It’s OK to hit as an end in itself 
 
  2. Themes in this type of societal explanations: 
 
   a. Rejection of uniquely psychological explanations 
 
   b. Challenge the notion that home and family are havens of 

tranquility 
 
    1) The family is not always a peaceful haven (a romantic 

notion), but in fact sometimes a “cradle of violence” 
 
     a) Hardly the harmonious institution we idealize it as 
 
    2) It can be a place in which violence and hate are felt, 

expressed, and learned as consistently as love 
 
     a) Why?  Because it is where intimacy is enacted, and 

one which can be supportive or destructive 
 
     b) E.g., murder victims...more are members of the 

murderer’s family than any other setting 
 
   c. Arguments, like Straus’s, that we must condemn all physical 

punishment in child rearing 
 
  3. Gender factors 
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   a. Child abuse is the only form of family violence in which women 
are assailants as often as men 

 
    1) But when we compare amount of time mother spends with 

the child to father’s time, fathers hit far more often 
 
   b. Aggression socialization as part of masculinity 
 
III. The attention to, research on, wife beating 
 
 A. Critiques of early research on wife-battering 
 
  1. Critique of psychological explanations that often identified problems of 

the victim as the cause of her battering 
 
   a. And used clinical language when speaking of batterers 
 

1) “Temporarily insane” 
 

b. But neither wife beaters nor their victims are necessarily crazier 
than non-violent adults 

 
    1) As Goodrum et al. point out, violent men choose to behave 

in this way 
 
   c. The study of the family as an institution again 
 
IV. Incest 
 
 A. Primarily a relation between older men and young girls 
 
  1. Some between men and boys 
 
  2. If incest occurs between children of similar ages, it’s frequently viewed as 

nonproblematic by all who know about it 
 
   a. When sibling incest is a problem, it’s often because the sister is 

younger by several years 
 
  3. Mother-son incest is virtually nonexistent in this country; but is a problem 

in Japan 
 
  4. Incest is not at all rare 
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   a. Some figures report that up to 1 out of every 4 women in the USA 
has been a victim of sexual molestation by the time she reaches 18, 
and 1 out of 10 are incest victims 

 
  5. When it’s between older men and girls it’s usually experienced by the 

girls as coercive and assaultive 
 
  6. Child sexual abuse in general:  97% male perpetrators, 92% of the victims 

are females 
 
   a. Incest follows this pattern 
 
 B. Earlier analyses 
 
  1. Reports of incest were often dismissed by adults as fantasy on the part of 

the child 
 
   a. Ignored father-daughter incest cases 
 
   b. A professional clinician can usually tell the differences between 

fantasies and actualities in incest cases 
 
  2. The collusive mother was discussed a lot—mother-blaming 
 
   a. Similar to victim-blaming in wife-battering 
 
   b. Frigidity was spoken of as the cause: failure as mother, as wife 
 
  3. Or the child’s seductiveness toward her father 
 
  4. To the extent the father allocated any responsibility he was seen as 

immature, unable to communicate, etc. 
 
   a. Again, pathologizing, using clinical language 
 

b. Generally, very little curiosity has been shown towards him 
 
   c. Again, men don’t want to talk, so most research focused on other 

parties 
 
  5. “The best kept secret” was so well kept because it’s extremely 

embarrassing to all men 
 
  6. Incest victims do try to fight back 
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   a. But when they tell clergymen, teachers, neighbors, all too often 

they are rebuffed, disbelieved, ignored, humiliated 
 
   b. Illustrated in the current movie “Monster” 
 
  7. Often the father feels no contrition 
 
  8. These fathers display an overwhelming lack of parental and protective 

feelings toward their own children 
 
   a. If the mother is ill or incapacitated, they don’t take on nurturing 

functions to make up for mothers’ incapacities, as mothers would 
have done in the reverse situation 

 
   b. If their wives are unavailable, then their daughters should be 
 
  9. Often do not understand destructiveness of incest, express no parental or 

nurturant feelings for the victim, and blame her or their wife 
 
   a. Tend to have had very little parenting experience 
 
  10. Clearly the father is responsible, and if he doesn’t feel responsible 
 
   a. He hasn’t internalized the sense of his child as one to be nurtured  
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Feb. 5, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read:  Skolnick and Skolnick: Introduction.  Skolnick 1-14 
  Giddens: The Global Revolution in Family and Personal Life.  Skolnick 17-22 
  Coontz: Introduction; and Getting Past the Sound Bites: How History and Sociology Can 

Help Today’s Families. 1-32 
 
1. What are the main changes that have been occurring in American families since the 

1950s? 
 
2. List some of the changes in social and sexual rules connected to the family. 
 
3. List some of the changes in attitudes relating to the family—what Skolnick calls the 

“psychological revolution.” 
 
4. Do you feel that the single parent family, whether it results from divorce or unmarried 

motherhood, is the single biggest problem facing the country, because it is the root cause 
of poverty, crime, drugs, school failure, youth violence?  Be prepared to discuss. 

 
5. What criticism does Skolnick mount of the US media? 
 
6. Give examples of family-related issues that have been presented in “food fight” (highly 

polarized) terms in the media. 
 
7. Skolnick discusses certain women in the Victorian era (19th century) who challenged the 

prevailing notions of femininity.  Who were they? 
 
8. Skolnick speaks of a “triple revolution” occurring in our postindustrial word.  Describe. 
 
9. What are the effects of the new economy on marriage and the family? 
 
10. What have been the demographic transformations of the 20th century? 
 
11. According to Skolnick, what psychocultural changes have happened to the family (e.g., 

changes in how people think, feel, what they expect)? 
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Feb. 10, 2004 
 

STUDY QUESTIONS ON SKOLNICK (LIFE COURSE), DEMOS, 
MORGAN, AND COTT 

 
 1. List some of the characteristics of families in past times that we have “escaped.” 

(Skolnick) 
 
 2. How many children would a mother have to give birth to in order to see 4 survive to 

adulthood prior to the 20th century? (Skolnick) 
 
 3. How did the declining rates of infant and child mortality affect the image of childhood 

during the 20th century? 
 
 4. Skolnick speaks of “lethal” child-rearing practices in earlier times.  What does she mean? 
 
 5 Despite our high divorce rates today, a couple marrying today is more likely to celebrate 

which wedding anniversary than couples around the turn of the 20th century? 
 
 6. Ariès argues that the notion of childhood didn’t appear till the 17th century, and became 

stronger during the 19th—in other words, a relatively recent invention.  What are the 
reasons he gives? 

 
 7. What are some of the changes that happened to the way youth (teen-agers) were thought 

of during the last 300 years?  
 
 8. What is a “mid-life crisis?” 
 
 9. Demos says that the family was very linked to the larger community.  What were some of 

the consequences of this? 
 
10. What were some of the functions performed by the premodern family no longer 

performed? (Demos) 
 
11. Were “extended households” (containing more than one married couple) ever the norm in 

colonial America? (Demos) 
 
12. How were marriages arranged in colonial America? (Demos) 
 
13. What was the position of women like in colonial America? (Demos) 
 
14. What were the attitudes toward sexuality, according to Demos? 
 
15. What changes occurred during the 19th century, according to Demos? 
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16. Morgan and Demos make similar points about the Puritans and sex.  What are they? 
 
17. What do we learn from studying 18th century divorce laws? (Cott) 
 
18. How did Puritan divorce law differ from England’s? (Cott) 
 
19. What were grounds for annulment in the civil courts of Massachusetts in the 17th 

century? Grounds for dissolving a marriage? (Cott) 
 
20. Why was desertion particularly hard on women? (Cott) 
 
21. Why did changes in the treatment of male adultery probably come about in the 18th 

century in America? (Cott) 
 
22. What is “the marriage portion” mentioned by Cott? 
 
23. What does the concept of alimony teach us about marriage? (Cott) 
 
24. What does the rise in divorce petitions during the Revolutionary period teach us? (Cott) 
 
25. What do New England funeral sermons tell us about changes in expectations about 

marriage during the 18th century? (Cott) 
 
26. What historical sources did Cott use for her analysis?  What are the drawbacks to these 

sources, do you think? 
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Feb. 12, 2004 
Questions on Welter, Hareven, Gutman  

and Hutter 
 
 1. What, according to Welter, are the four cardinal virtues of the True Woman? 
 
 2. What were the forces at work during the 19th century that were to cause the downfall of 

the Cult of True Womanhood? 
 
 3. What does Hareven say about the myth of the 3-generation family in the American past? 
 
 4. How have the rates of people living by themselves changed over history (Hareven)? 
 
 5. What does Hareven say about the role of industrialization breaking up traditional family 

structures? 
 
 6. What does Hareven say about parental investment in children in the past? 
 
 7. Why was housework not as devalued in the past the way it is now? (Hareven) 
 
 8. What was the “cult of domesticity” according to Hareven? 
 
 9. Describe the image of manhood in 19th century America, as discussed by Demos and 

Welter.  How did this image differ from 17th and 18th century images? 
 
10. What does Gutman mean by “myths”? 
 
11. Why do we say “African American” now, whereas Gutman used “Afro-American” when he 

wrote the paper?  Discuss the popularity of “Negro,” “Colored,” and “Black” over time. 
 
12. What were Frazier's central arguments that Gutman disputes? 
 
13. What was accurate and laudable about Frazier’s work? 
 
14. What does Gutman conclude about the effect of whites on these post-bellum families versus 

the consciousness and the culture in black families under slavery? 
 
15. How can we reconcile what Gutman says about nuclear, not matriarchal, families with what 

various authors we have read say about domestic authority of women? 
 
16. What did pro-slavery and anti-slavery whites share in common with respect to families 

under slavery? 
 
17. What were the motives of the millions of immigrants who came to America between 

1880 and 1924?  What happened in 1924? 
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18. What were some of the difficulties immigrants experienced when setting up families in 

this country? 
 
19. What were the responses to the plight of the immigrants? 
 
20. What is “chain migration”? 
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Feb. 24, 2004 
QUESTIONS ON WOLF, HOUSE OF LIM 

 
 
 1. How does the patrilineal Chinese family differ from that of contemporary middle-class 

America? 
 
 2. Contrast the role of religion in the Lim family with that of families in the U.S. 
 
 3. What are the sources of strains that occur between fathers and sons in rural Taiwanese 

families? 
 
 4. What are the economic functions of families like the Lims? 
 
 5. The Lims represented an ideal for rural Taiwanese families that was by no means the 

statistical norm.  What was this ideal and why was it so difficult to achieve? 
 
 6. Discuss the position of women within families like the Lims.  What alternatives were there 

for rural Taiwanese women at the time, if any? 
 
 7. In what ways were the changes being experienced by all of Taiwan having an impact on the 

Lim family during the time of Margery Wolf’s research? 
 
 8. What sorts of power do fathers have in these kinds of families?  Mothers?  Children? 
 
 9. Describe relations between brothers, as illustrated by the Lims.  What factors contributed 

towards amicable relations?  Towards conflict? 
 
10. How does the rural Taiwanese family differ from modern-day America with respect to 

functions of the larger kin group—the larger “family”? 
 
11. What in this book confirmed your stereotype of rural Chinese families?  What surprised 

you? 
 
12. What in this book made you rethink relationships within your own family? 
 
13. Contrast rural Taiwan and present-day America with respect to values people hold about 

family—what the family is supposed to do, how people should behave within families. 
 
14. Contrast family honor as depicted in this book with your notions of family honor. 
 
15. Discuss ancestor worship and loyalty and obedience to parents as illustrated in the U.S. and 

in Taiwan. 
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March 2, 2004 
 

Questions on Taylor, Baca Zinn and Wells, Sudarkasa, Sherif, and Pyke 
 
 1. Although many more Asian women marry non-Asian men than the reverse, among 

blacks, men marry women of other races at twice the rate of black females.  Speculate 
about the reasons that might explain these gendered differences in rates. 

 
 2. What is social class?  Give three examples of the interaction between ethnicity and social 

class. 
 
 3. What proportion of African American families did you think were poor, single-parent, 

inner-city families before you read Taylor?  What is the correct answer, for 1986? 
 
 4. Describe regional patterns of segregation of African Americans mid-century. 
 
 5. What definition of family does Taylor provide?  How does it compare with your 

definition? 
 
 6. Describe Frazier’s thesis on the history of the African American family.  What are its 

strengths?  Weaknesses? (Taylor) 
 
 7. Describe the Moynihan Report and the response it generated.  (Taylor) 
 
 8. List three ways of conducting historical research on slaves before the Civil War and on 

African Americans following emancipation.  (Taylor) 
 
 9. What was Gutman’s reasoning about contemporary African American family 

disorganization (fatherless, etc.)? (Taylor) 
 
10. Several scholars speak of cultural factors in addition to structural factors producing the 

observed differences in African American families, historically and presently.  What do 
they mean?  (Taylor) 

 
11. What modifications and challenges has more recent historical research on the African 

American family produced?  (Taylor) 
 
12. What does “extendedness” mean, according to Staples? 
 
13. What are some of the current trends of African American families?  What are some of the 

explanations offered by the research? 
 
14. What were some of Lewis’s findings regarding socialization (child-rearing) of African 

American children? 
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15. List some of the criticisms of US family policy and suggestions for improvement with 
respect to easing the strain on African-American families. 

 
16. Describe Baca Zinn and Wells’ critique of sociological research on Latino families. 
 
17. Compare Baca Zinn and Wells’ critiques of research on the Latino family to critiques we 

have read of research on the African American family. 
 
18. Baca Zinn and Wells offer a new research paradigm (p. 383).  Describe it. 
 
19. Baca Zinn and Wells argue in favor of developing an analytical, rather than just a 

descriptive, account of Latino families.  What’s the difference? 
 
20. Baca Zinn and Wells discuss various determinants of diversity in Latino families.  

Compare to the authors we have read discussing African American family diversity. 
 
21. Baca Zinn and Wells discuss four economic and demographic “upheavals.”  What are 

they? 
 
22. What variables in addition to the unequal distribution of social opportunities and the 

history of the various national-origin groups make the analysis of the Latino family even 
more complex? (Baca Zinn and Wells) 

 
23. Baca Zinn and Wells describe a common assumption many hold with respect to the 

immigrant narrative.  What is it, and how well does it apply to Latino immigrants?  (p. 
386) 

 
24. Provide brief sketches of the national-origin groups these authors discuss: their 

similarities and differences. 
 
25. Baca Zinn and Wells discuss the concept of “familism.”  Compare it to Sudakarsa’s 

discussion of the consanguineal W. African family system and its influence on African-
American families during slavery and following emancipation. 

 
26. Baca Zinn and Wells discuss some divergent, at times conflicting, experiences of 

immigrants based on gender and generational differences.  Describe some of these (p. 
400). 

 
27. Sudarkasa begins her piece rather polemically.  Describe the polemic.  Describe 

similarities between her position and the scholars she is critiquing.  What is her solution? 
 
28. Describe Sudarkasa’s argument supporting W. African influences on African American 

families of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
 
29. Contrast conjugality and consanguineality. 
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30. What does Sudarkasa say about the position of African American unwed mothers in W. 
Africa and during slavery (note: “unwed” is used loosely here, as enslaved Africans could 
not legally marry, although some owners encouraged religious ceremonies). 

 
31. Sudarkasa suggests reframing the “marital instability” problems of contemporary African 

American families.  How?  Describe the evaluative “spin” she puts on this.  Do you 
agree? 

 
32. How convincing is Sudarkasa’s argument? 
 
33. What factors have contributed to a rapid rise of an Islamic consciousness in the US, 

according to Sherif? 
 
34. What are some of the sources of diversity among Islamic families in the US? (Sherif) 
 
35. What are the most common stereotypes of Islam, do you think? (Sherif) 
 
36. List two characteristics of parent-child relations in Muslim families that caught your 

attention (Sherif) 
 
37. Discuss Islamic views about gender roles and marriage.  Be prepared to both defend them 

and critique them in recitation.  (Sherif) 
 
38. How, according to Pyke, may the image of the Normal American Family produce conflict 

in Korean and Vietnamese immigrant families? 
 
39. What experiences have you had with the notion of Asians as “model minority”? 
 
40. What are “Confucian family values” (Pyke) 
 
41. The overwhelming majority of Pyke’s respondents provided negative descriptions of their 

parents in at least one domain.  Discuss. 
 
42. A lot of Pyke’s respondents think that Americans “have their parents go to the nursing 

homes…”  Is this your idea?  What proportion of elderly people (over 70) in the US are 
in nursing homes at any one point in time, do you think? 
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March 9, 2004 
The Effects of Changing Gender Roles on the Family 

 
Read: 
 

Jackson: Destined for Equality  
Hays: The Mommy Wars: Ambivalence, Ideological Work, and the Cultural 

Contradictions of Motherhood 
Gerson: Children of the Gender Revolution: Some Theoretical Questions and Findings 

from the Field 
di Leonardo: The Female World of Cards and Holidays: Women, Families, and the Work 

of Kinship 
La Rossa, et al., The Changing Culture of Fatherhood in Comic-Strip Families: A Six-

Decade Analysis 
 
1. What, according to Jackson, is the driving force behind what he sees to be a worldwide 

decline of gender inequality?  Do you think he’s right? 
 
2. Jackson speaks of a trend toward households without economic activity.  What would 

such a household look like? 
 
3. Hayes, discussing US motherhood ideology, says that “all mothers ultimately share a 

recognition of the ideology of intensive mothering.”  What does she mean, do you think?  
Do you agree?  What readings have we had that suggest that “intensive mothering” was 
not always the ideal? 

 
4. What are the contradictions in our current conception of “the good mother,” according to 

Hayes? 
 
5. Hayes says that voluntarily childless career women will be accused by some of being 

cold, heartless and unfulfilled as a woman.  Do you agree?  If so, how strong are these 
opinions in present-day society? 

 
6. What is “ideological work” as described by Hayes?  What example does she give?  Can 

you think of ways we engage in ideological work in another domain besides mothering? 
 
7. In these readings women express a lot of negative opinions about stay-at-home mothers.  

Do you think the problems that are seen to arise if a couple decides the mother will not 
work have been true of most mothers throughout the centuries?  Why or why not? 

 
8. Hayes’ interviewees indicated that they felt motherhood isn’t highly valued in our 

society.  Do you agree?  What evidence can you provide that supports your position? 
 
9. Why, according to Hayes, is the portrait of the “mommy wars” overdrawn? 
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10. To what degree do you agree with the “family decline” group of social scientists 
discussed in Gerson?  Describe their position. 

 
11. How would you characterize the other side of the dispute over “family decline?”  

Describe their argument. 
 
12. Gerson suggests that looking at family structure is not the place to look when trying to 

explain the observable differences in children’s welfare in families with both biological 
parents present and single-parent families.  Where does she suggest we look? 

 
13. What conclusions does Gerson come to? 
 
14. Describe the card-and-holiday division of work in your family.  Do you agree with di 

Leonardo’s analysis? 
 
15. What is “kin work”?  What consequences does this gendered division of labor have in 

divorce, do you think? 
 
16. di Leonardo says that despite two major waves of feminist activism in this century, the 

gendering of certain categories of unpaid labor is still largely unaltered.  Jackson doesn’t 
discuss this kind of “work.”  What would be his response to di Leonardo’s analysis? 

 
17. On p. 276 La Rossa et al. talk about “the culture of fatherhood.”  What do they mean? 
 
18. During some decades fathers were significantly more likely than mothers to be depicted 

as incompetent.  Why was this funny? 
 
19. What is your opinion about studying what comics mean to readers, given that we can’t 

get inside their heads and observe their reactions? 
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March 11, 2004 
 

Study Questions 
Read: 
  Clark: Dating on the Net: Teens and the Rise of “Pure” Relationships 
  Schalet: Raging Hormones, Regulated Love: Adolescent Sexuality in the United 

States and the Netherlands 
  Berkowitz and Padavic: Getting a Man or Getting Ahead 

D’Emilio and Freedman: The Sexualized Society 
 
 1. How, according to Clark, do teens use the term “dating” today?  What are the differences 

between dating patterns today and during the 1950s? 
 
 2. What was the “sexual revolution” that occurred during the 1960s and 1970s? 
 
 3. Describe Giddens’ idea of a “risk society” (derived from Ulrich Beck). (p. 126) 
 
 4. What is a “pure” relationship, according to Giddens? 
 
 5. What conclusions does Clark draw? 
 
 6. In what ways did the US and Dutch interviewees sharply differ in their responses to 

Schalet? 
 
 7. What opinions of the US parents do you like?  What opinions of the Dutch parents do you 

approve of? 
 
 8. D'Emilio and Freedman suggest that “the liberal consensus about sex had dissolved.”  What 

do they mean? 
 
 9. How did family life change between the 1960s and 1980s in ways that affected sexuality in 

America (as discussed in D’Emilio and Freedman)? 
 
10. What happens to women who enter the marketplace with respect to their marriage roles, as 

discussed in D’Emilio and Freedman? 
 
11. D’Emilio and Freedman mention a report about Detroit.  What did it say? 
 
12. How did the erotic dimension of marriage change during the period 1960-1980?  How did it 

stay the same? 
 
13. In Kinsey’s time the frequency of marital coitus was declining.  What was the explanation 

of this?  What period of time was this? 
 
14. The piece by D’Emilio and Freedman mentions “the controversy over Baby M.”  If you 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

195
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 
 
 2 

know about this controversy, describe it. 
 
15. How did the social life of gays and lesbians change between 1960 and 1980, according to 

D’Emilio and Freedman? 
 
16. What are some of the differences between gay male couples and lesbian couples? 
 
17. What were the downside aspects of the sexual revolution? 
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March 16, 2004 
Study Questions: Sexuality: The Social Context II 

 
Read: 
 Cancian: The Feminization of Love 
 Ericksen: Premarital Sex before the “Sexual Revolution” 
 Llaner and Ventrone: Dating Scripts Revisited 
 Lessinger: Asian Indian Marriages—Arranged, Semi-Arranged, or Based on Love 
 
 1. What does Cancian mean by the “feminization” of love?  Where did this notion come 

from, and what historical conditions are said to have produced it? 
 
 2. What’s the masculine style of love, according to Cancian? 
 
 3. The feminine? 
 
 4. Describe Chodorow’s theory about personality and gender (pp 153).  Discuss it. 
 
 5. One study cited by Cancian found that men have a more romantic attitude toward their 

partners than do women.  Does this surprise you?  Discuss possible reasons behind this 
difference. 

 
 6. A man washes his wife’s car.  Is this affectionate behavior or not? 
 
 7. The article by Eriksen illustrates how ideology informs social science research and 

classroom teaching on the family during the 1950s and 1960s.  Discuss, using one 
example. 

 
 7. Discuss the methodologies used by these sex researchers.  What were their strengths and 

weaknesses? 
 
 8. On p. 139, a sex researcher, speaking about his research thirty years later, was worried 

that responses to his research might consist of “killing the messenger.”  What did he 
mean? 

 
 9. What’s the double standard?  What were its positive qualities in the 1950s context?  Its 

negative qualities? 
 
10. What do you think were the causes of the sexual revolution? 
 
11. What are Laner and Ventrone’s main points? 
 
12. What are scripts? 
 
13. What surprised you about authors’ discussion of first-date scripts? 
 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

197
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



 2

14. The authors seem to think that readers will know about the Mars/Venus dichotomy.  Do 
you?  What is it?  If you don’t, what do you think it is?  How is it an example of 
ideology?  How true to life is it, do you think? 

 
15. In newspaper ads searching for marriage partners, what does “decent marriage” mean?  

Discuss. 
 
16. Why are arranged marriages favored by so many Indians in India and the diaspora? 
 
17. What does “no bars” in newspaper ads mean?  Discuss. 
 
18. Discuss the benefits and disadvantages (from the point of view of the actors) of 

immigrant S. Indian families arranging for their son or daughter to marry someone from 
India. 
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March 18, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read: 
 
 Kamen: Modern Marriage: From Meal Ticket to Best Friend 
 Coontz: The Future of Marriage 77-95 
 Furstenberg: The Future of Marriage 
 Sanchez, Nock, Wright and Gager: Setting the Clock Forward or Back?  Covenant Marriage and 

the “Divorce Revolution” 
 
 1. What, in your opinion is the most important part of a marriage?  Do you think men and women 

would respond to this question differently? 
 
 2. In 1995 a CBS News poll found that women were more likely than men (63 to 49 percent) to say 

that their marriages were better than their parents’.  Why, do you suppose? 
 
 3. Kamen says that a majority of women (55%) now earn at least half their household’s income.  

How can we reconcile this figure with claims that women overall earn only 2/3rds to 3/4ths of 
what men earn? 

 
 4. How do friendships between men and women differ from same-sex friendships, do you think? 
 
 5. You will see differences between Kamen’s findings on sharing household work and Coltrane and 

Adams’ findings.  Kamen says that men spent about 75% as much time as women in 1997; 
Coltrane and Adams say that women still do about 2/3 (66%) household work.  What might 
explain these different findings? 

 
 6. Coontz  says that most Americans don’t want to reestablish the supremacy of the male 

breadwinner model or to define masculine and feminine roles in any monolithic way.  What are 
your solutions to the rise of divorce?  Your opinions about unwed motherhood? 

 
 7. What, according to Coontz is an “institution”?  Describe how marriage is an institution. 
 
 8. What proportion of all births to unmarried mothers occur in households where the father is 

present?  Discuss the benefits of children living with two married parents as opposed to living 
with two unmarried parents. 

 
 9. There are proportionally far fewer families (people residing together related by blood, marriage, 

or adoption) than there used to be.  What are the reasons? 
 
10. Coontz, obviously a liberal, states that the radical right wing of the family values movement is 

correct with respect to one of the reasons marriage’s role as the lifelong norm for the vast 
majority of individuals has diminished.  What is it? 

 
11. If you were a conservative, family-values father who knew the statistics about correlations 

between women’s higher-paid employment and higher probability of unstable marriage, what 
would you advise your daughter to do when planning her career? 
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12. Men increasingly choose to marry women who have good jobs and strong educational 
backgrounds; however, these are the women most able to leave a bad marriage and indeed have a 
greater chance of divorcing.  Discuss. 

 
13. Coontz criticizes divorce court decisions following the “no-fault” divorce revolution.  Why? 
 
 Assumed that because more women were working, male-female equality had already been 

achieved, and so awarded child support but not alimony – maintenance awards. 
 
14. “Divorce rates are the product of long-term social and economic changes, not of a breakdown in 

values.  Do you agree?  What evidence does Coontz offer in support of this argument? 
 
15. What’s the flaw in the “get every unmarried pregnant woman married” philosophy? 
 
16. What proportion of women stay on welfare continuously for five years? 
 
17. “A man who gets a woman pregnant has approximately the same causal responsibility as a slice 

of chocolate cake has in determining whether a woman gains weight (Charles Murray).  Defend 
this statement.  Oppose it. 

 
18. What produces increases in unwed motherhood, according to Coontz? 
 
19. Half of all births in Sweden and ¼ of all births in France are to unmarried women.  What do you 

think of this?  What does Coontz say about the welfare of these children? 
 
20. What does Coontz find laudable about the new “end welfare as we know it” bill? 
 
21. Furstenberg says that the current gold standard of family life—the family built upon an intimate 

marital relationship—was regarded with great suspicion when it made its debut.  What were the 
criticisms? 

 
22. What demographic changes have we seen in marriage patterns in the US? 
 
23. What dramatic changes in married partners’ behavior and attitudes toward marriage have 

occurred? 
 
24. Furstenberg says the move toward gender equality in marriage has come with a price.  What is it? 
 
25. Other factors probably contributing to high divorce rate? 
 
26. Do you think marriage has become a luxury item?  Why do people say they can’t afford 

marriage? 
 
27. What do you think should be the role of the state with respect to marriage? 
 
28. In what ways do you agree with the “covenant marriage” couples?  Disagree? 
 
29. “When you listen to the rhetoric surrounding marriage, it’s the man who’s giving something up 

and the woman who’s gaining something.” (p. 49)  Do you agree this is the rhetoric?  If so, why? 
 
30. Do you think the US will become even more polarized regarding the “family values” debate? 
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March 30, 2004 
STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
Read:  Collins: Shifting the Center:  Race, Class, and Feminist Theorizing About 

Motherhood 
  Cowan and Cowan:  Becoming a Parent 
  Mannis:  Single Mothers by Choice 
  Mason, Fine, Carnochan:  Family Law in the New Millennium: For Whose 

Families? 
 
 1. Collins, quoting a mother writing in 1904, suggests that children of white mothers have 

“every opportunity and protection,” and the “colored” daughters and sons of racial ethnic 
mothers have few opportunities and no protection.  Defend her position.  Critique it. 

 
 2. Collins characterizes the white middle class normative family household.  In what ways, 

does she suggest, do working-class and families of racial and ethnic minorities not fit this 
characterization?  In what ways, do you think, do U.S. middle-class white families in 
2002 not fit it either? 

 
 3. Collins describes two problematic assumptions of feminist theorizing on the family.  

What are they?  Discuss. 
 
 4. What are “the five domains of family life,” according to Cowan and Cowan? 
 
 5. “For couples who thought that having a baby was going to bring them closer together, 

this is especially confusing and disappointing.”  What causes couples to become more 
distant after the birth of a child? 

 
 6. Cowan and Cowan speak of contemporary parents finding themselves in “double 

jeopardy.”  What does this mean? 
 
 7. “In academia, the bias that single-mother families are a misfortune rather than a choice 

remains.”  (Mannis: p. 232).  Discuss. 
 
 8. List all of the ways Mannis’s sample of single mothers does not fit the stereotype of  
 
 9. Mannis speaks of “agency.”  What does she mean? 
 
10. Mannis’s sample was only 10 women.  What characteristics did they share?  How did 

they differ? 
 
11. What are some of the new social realities family law tries to keep up with, according to 

Mason et al.? 
 
12. List some of the changes during the past century in the legal institution of marriage. 
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13. What was the “divorce revolution”? 
 
14. How does covenant marriage (Louisiana, Arizona) protect—and not protect—the 

institution of marriage? 
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April 1, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read:  Hertz: A Typology of Approaches to Child Care 
  Hernandez: Revolutions in Children’s Lives 
  Galinsky: What Children Think about their Working Parents 
  Coltrane and Adams: Men’s Family Work: Child-Centered Fathering and the 

Sharing of Domestic Labor 
 
 1. Discuss Hertz’s “typology” of approaches to child care. 
 
 2. Other industrialized countries have much more government-sponsored or subsidized day 

care than the US.  Why, do you think? 
 
 3. What are the benefits to the “mothering” approach?  Disadvantages? 
 
 4. Contrast the parenting approach with the mothering approach. 
 
 5. Discuss “the rise of fathering.” 
 
 6. What are the benefits of “the market approach”?  Disadvantages? 
 
 7. List 4 “revolutions” in children’s lives during the past 100 years. 
 
 8. What are the consequences for children of the decline in number of children per family, 

according to Hernandez? 
 
 9. What characteristics distinguish children (in the aggregate) who do not spend most of 

their childhood in an intact two-parent family?  What does Hernandez suggest might be 
playing a major role in producing these differences? 

 
10. What percentage of children living in dual-earner or one-parent family does Hernandez 

predict for 2000? 
 
11. Discuss the finding that the actual time nonemployed mothers devoted to child care 

probably increased by about 50-100 percent between 1926-1935 and 1943.  Were you 
surprised by this statistic? 

 
12. Hernandez states that mothers’ employment and nonparental care “are neither necessarily 

nor pervasively harmful to preschoolers.”  What conditions must be met? 
 
13. Hernandez mentions the degree to which real family income has increased since the 

beginning of the 1970s.  Discuss. 
 
14. What finding in the survey conducted by Galinsky and her colleagues on parents’ time 

spent in child care surprised many? 
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15. Which parent (in the aggregate) yearns to be with their child more?  
 
16. Are children more likely to feel they have too little time with their fathers, or mothers? 
 
17. Galinsky mentions a discrepancy regarding attitudes of children and mothers concerning 

amount of time spent together.  What is it? 
 
18. Coltrane and Adams report that between 1960 and 1997 the percent of married women 

over 16 participating in the labor force nearly doubled, from 31.9 to 61.6 percent.  And 
that nearly 78% of married women with school-aged children and 65 % of those with 
preschool children were employed.  Why is the statistic for total married women smaller 
than for mothers with children still at home? 

 
19. Housework studies found that women continue to do roughly two-thirds of the family’s 

routine housework and married women and those with children tend to perform an even 
greater proportion of housework than single women and those without children.  Discuss. 

 
20. Discuss possible explanations for the “housework lag.” 
 
21. It appears that women (and men) accept the unequal division of household labor…they 

have to be doing more than 2/3 before they see it as unfair, whereas men see distribution 
as unfair if they do more than 36%.  Why, do you think? 

 
22. Do you feel that housework is a “trivial concern?” (p. 110) 

Hertz, Hernandez, Galinsky, Coltrane 2004  7/3/2004 
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April 13, 2004 
STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
Read:  Arendell: The Social Self as Gendered: A Masculinist Discourse of Divorce 
  Cherlin: Going to Extremes: Family Structure, Children’s Well-Being, and Social 

Science 
  Amato: The Consequences of Divorce for Adults and Children 
 
 1. On p. 388, Arendell states that “unfamiliar situations” call forth “taken as given 

identities” and offer opportunities to observe the effects of identity upon behavior.  How 
does observing fathers going through a divorce provide us with such opportunities? 

 
 2. Compare Arendell’s article to the one by Cott that we read at the beginning of term; what 

are some points of similarity? 
 
 3. Dramatic social and economic change, according to Arendell, force men (and women) to 

“confront a crisis in masculinity.”  Describe.  
 
 4. On. P. 390 Arendell discusses the concept of gender strategies.  Describe. 
 
 5. Arendell speaks of these divorced men as “sharing a masculinist discourse,” quoting 

Bourdieu’s definition of discourse as a particular “matrix of perceptions, appreciations, 
and actions.”  This definition is obviously difficult for undergraduate students, but take a 
stab at it: what do you think it means? 

 
 6. Arendell found that the majority of her interviewees saw the situation in terms of a 

“broken family.”  What are the components of this kind of family?  What alternative 
perspectives did the minority “androgynous” men have?  What does “androgynous” 
mean? 

 
 7. Arendell cites Bernard’s concept of “his” and “hers” marriage: different for men and 

women with respect to how they conceive of it and how they experience it.  Discuss. 
 
 8. Arendell states that the majority of interviewees felt confident that, compared to their 

former wife’s, their own experiences and perceptions had been “the more valid, 
reasonable, logical, reliable, or objective ones.” (p. 391)  Leaving aside the question of 
whether they were correct, discuss why they had this assessment, including the 
psychological functions it served. 

 
 9. A large majority of men said that they had wanted both a version of traditional marriage 

and companionate marriage.  Arendell (p. 392) says this is highly unlikely, if not 
impossible.  Discuss, including how these men avoided confronting the paradox and, if 
possible, speculate about how their wives participated in the interaction. 
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10. On p. 393 Arendell uses a roundabout way to discuss empathy (“assume the attitude of 
the other individual as well as calling it out in the other”).  Do you think that women are 
more empathic than men?  Why or why not?  With what results for marital interaction? 

 
11. Describe differences between the divorced mother and father with respect to their 

children for the majority of interviewees. 
 
12. Many of the interviewees spoke of distancing themselves from their children.  Why? 
 
13. Why, do you suppose, do ambivalent and negative feelings about the former wife remain 

intense for over a third of the interviewees (p. 397)? 
 
14. Discuss how the interviewees employed a “rhetoric of rights.” 
 
15. How did the androgynous fathers differ from the majority of fathers? 
 
16. Compare what Cherlin says about the effect of divorce on children with what Coontz 

says. 
 
17. “Growing up in a single-parent family or a stepfamily is associated with a lower level of 

well-being and poorer life outcomes than living in a family with two biological parents” 
(p. 286).  What more do we need to know in order to know something useful? 

 
18. What is Cherlin’s critique of Wallerstein’s findings? 
 
19. Amato speaks about “the ongoing, contentious debate over the consequences of marital 

disruption for adults and children” (p. 191).  Characterize this debate. 
 
20. Why would thinking of divorce as a process rather than event be worthwhile? 
 
21. What is “the selection perspective” (p. 196)? 
 
22. What is the evidence supporting the perspective on divorce as a crisis?  On seeing it in 

terms of chronic strain? 
 
23. What are the major mediators of divorce effects? 

www.bsscommunitycollege.in   www.bssnewgeneration.in  www.bsslifeskillscollege.in

206
www.onlineeducation.bharatsevaksamaj.net        www.bssskillmission.in

WWW.BSSVE.IN



April 15, 2004 
QUESTIONS ON FAMILY VIOLENCE 

 
Read:  Goodrum, Umberson, Anderson: The Batterer’s View of the Self and Others in 

Domestic Violence 
  Johnson and Ferraro: Research on Domestic Violence in the 1990s: Making 

Distinctions 
  Straus: Ten Myths that Perpetuate Corporal Punishment 
 
 1. Provide one statistic describing rates of domestic violence in the US. 
 
 2. Why would a battered woman struggle to explain her partner’s violence, according to 

Goodrum et al.? (p. 327) 
 
 3. 85% to 90% of the men participating in the violence counseling center were court-

ordered to attend.  Can you see any disadvantages to this arrangement? 
 
 4. What are the defense mechanisms used by batterers, according to Goodrum et al.? 
 
 5. Describe how batterers tended to view their partners. 
 
 6. What kinds of people are most likely to influence batterers’ behavior?  Least likely? 
 
 7. How did the comparison group differ from the batterers? 
 
 8. How did the comparison group differ from the batterers with respect to the issue of 

partners influencing them? 
 
 9. What is Johnson and Ferraro’s main point? 
 
10. Describe the classification system for partner violence developed by Johnson and 
Ferraro. 
 
11. Describe the “cobra” and “pit bull” types of batterers studied by Jacobson and Gottman. 

(p. 497) 
 
12. Describe the most controversial issue in the literature on partner violence. 
 
13. What kinds of variables do Johnson and Ferraro suggest might be influencing the data on 

race and ethnic differences in partner violence? 
 
14. What brings an end to the sense of victimization felt by some battered women? 
 
15. List as many of the “myths” presented by Straus as you can. 
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16. What is Straus’ basic position?  What is yours with respect to corporal punishment? 
 
17. Be prepared to discuss the difficulty of choosing objective, neutral words to talk about 

physically punishing children. 
 
18. Which “myth” discussed by Straus surprised you the most?  What is a myth? 
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April 22, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read:  Coontz: Why Working Mothers are Here to Stay. 51-75 
  Fuchs Epstein, Seron, Oglensky, Sauté: The Family and Part-Time Work 
  Hochschild: There’s No Place Like Work 
  Gerson and Jacobs: Changing the Structure and Culture of Work: Work and 

Family Conflict, Work Flexibility, and Gender Equity in the Modern 
Workplace 

 
 1. Coontz discusses productive work.  What is it? 
 
 2. “Every society must be wary of the unattached male” (Popenoe, cited in Coontz, p. 53).  

Defend this statement.  Critique it. 
 
 3. What does Coontz mean by “the late birth and short life of the male breadwinner family”?  

Discuss. 
 
 4. When did child labor stop making an important contribution to family economic stability? 
 
 5. Discuss changes in American society that mitigate against a return to the single-earner, at-

home mother type of family  
 
 6. What other factors seem to be contributing to the high incidence of 2-income families, even 

with small children? 
 
 7. Analyze the meaning of “co-provider.”  Compare it to “two-income.”  To “traditional 

family.” 
 
 8. What, according to Coontz, does human history teach us about family structure? 
 
 9. What policy measures does Coontz recommend to lessen the strain on co-provider families 

with at-home children? 
 
10. “If you make it easier for mothers to have careers, you also reward divorce and 

illegitimacy.”  Defend this statement.  Critique it. 
 
11. What were the structural changes occurring during the last half of the 20th century that 

facilitated women’s entry into the labor market, according to Fuchs Epstein et al.?  What 
other changes also influenced this trend? 

 
12. Fuchs Epstein et al. say that standards for mothering are higher than earlier periods—the 

norms are more demanding, and call for “intensive mothering.”  What does this mean, do 
you think?   
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13. What are the “positive effects on the family well-being of dual-career couples” we have 
read about? 

 
14. Some of the lawyers Fuchs Epstein et al. interviewed are professional couples with 

substantial incomes.  How do they represent what you want in your life later on?  How do 
they not? 

 
15. Many of the couples in the Fuchs Epstein et al. piece decided to “invest in the husband’s 

career.”  What does this mean?  What were the reasons these couples made this decision? 
 
16. Discuss Hochschild’s points about time debt, the concept of quality time, and 

“Taylorizing” the house. 
 
17. List as many differences in the analyses offered by today’s authors as you can. 
 
18. Do you foresee yourself tempted to become a “workaholic”?  Why or why not? 
 
19. Describe the fears about “unspoken but very real costs” that workers who take advantage 

of family-friendly workplace policies may have to pay. (Gerson) 
 
20. “Decades of research have consistently shown that satisfaction with work and good child 

care arrangements are the critical factors affecting the welfare of employed parents and 
their children.” (Gerson p. 7)  Did reading this surprise you?  Prior to reading it, what 
would you have said were the critical factors. 

 
21. Men who work 50 or more hours per week report substantial increases in flexibility.  This 

is not true for women. (p. 353)  Why? 
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April 27, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read:  Coontz: Looking for Someone to Blame: Families and Economic Change. 123-

140 
  Newman: Family Values against the Odds 
  Rubin: Families on the Fault Line 
 
 1. Coontz says that families she speaks with are apprehensive about the future, despite all the 

indices of a strong economy.  What reasons do they give for these anxieties?  Does anyone 
you know talk about these kinds of worries? 

 
 2. Coontz says “there’s a growing sense that the old rules don’t work anymore, that the 

expected connections between hard work, economic progress, and individual rewards no 
longer hold.”  Give two examples supporting this argument.  Give two examples against. 

 
 3. Per capita income is up by almost 40 percent since 1973.  What does “per capita” mean?  

Why might this measure of economic well-being fail to tell the whole story? 
 
 4. Television watching explains the decline in civic participation in this country.  Defend this 

statement.  Dispute it. 
 
 5. “Marriage is the best anti-poverty program for children.” (Dan Quayle)  Defend this 

statement with statistical findings from studies.  Disagree with it using statistical findings. 
 
 6. What are the psychological costs to the family of downward mobility? 
 
 7. What often happens to the family structure of downwardly mobile families? 
 
 8. What are some of the effects on families of unemployment and other consequences of 

economic restructuring, according to Rubin? 
 
 9. How does Rubin describe economic restructuring? 
 
10. How do you feel about programs such as USAID (Agency for International Development) 

providing many benefits to US companies who relocate their manufacturing operations in 
other countries, given that this means fewer jobs for Americans?  Is a protectionist attitude 
good, or is it an example of hyper-nationalism and bad for free trade?  Defend legislation 
that favors American workers.  Defend free trade legislation. 

 
11. Rubin talks about the growth of jobs for “contingent” workers (“throwaway workers”).  

What does this mean?  What are the benefits to employers?  Costs?  How many are there 
now? 

 
12. Are things better for U.S. Blacks today, or worse?  Formulate arguments supporting both 

positions. 
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13. Why do Rubin’s Chinese interviewees complain about discrimination today? 
 
14. On p. 317, Rubin speaks of myths.  What are myths?  How are myths different from 

something that is simply untrue? 
 
15. How are white immigrant groups in the USA, like the Irish and Italian earlier in this 

century, similar to, and different from, Blacks? 
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April 29, 2004 
 

Study Questions 
 
Read:  Edin: Few Good Men: Why Poor Mothers Stay Single 
  Vanderstaay: Karla and the Armstrongs: Two Oral Histories of Homeless 

American Families 
 
 1. Edin begins her article by saying “It is no secret that the institution of marriage is in 

trouble.  The median age at first marriage is at its highest since the United States began 
keeping reliable statistics: 24 or women and 26 for men.”  Is a high age at first marriage a 
sign that the institution is in trouble?  Be able to argue both in favor and against this 
proposition. 

 
 2. Edin speaks of the host of negative outcomes for children associated with living with a 

single parent.  Be able to discuss other authors’ position on this matter.  Be able to 
discuss the role of poverty. 

 
 3. What are the two most frequently asked questions about poor single mothers? 
 
 4. Be prepared to discuss Edin’s “four theories of nonmarriage,” and the empirical support 

(or lack thereof) backing up these theories. 
 
 5. How do the women Edin and her team interviewed feel about marriage? 
 
 6. Edin discusses how these women find marriage “unaffordable” in their present situation.  

Discuss. 
 
 7. Discuss Edin’s findings with respect to “respectability.” 
 
 8. Single poor mothers also don’t trust the men in their lives.  Discuss. 
 
 9. How do these women talk about control? 
 
10. How did the two cases described by Vanderstaay fit your stereotype of homeless people?  

How did they diverge from your image? 
 
11. Karla said she preferred remaining on AFDC to getting a job at minimum wage—at that 

time $3.35.  Why?  What is AFDC? 
 
12. What should be done about the homeless in the United States? 
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April 29, 2004 
QUESTIONS ON STACK CALL TO HOME 

 
 1. Stack says that the reverse migration to places like the nine counties in the two Carolinas 

she studied “is a difficult fact for standard migration theories to digest.”  What does she 
mean? 

 
2. “The appeal of God’s little acre crosses all bounds of race and time, but the urgency 

could seem shrill for African Americans.  If security and liberty were to be found 
anywhere, wouldn’t it be under one’s own roof, safe on one’s own land?” (p. 42) 

 
 Discuss this quote. 
 
 3. Stack mentions “Jim Crow” a couple of times.  What does this mean? 
 
 4. People who had migrated to northern cities used the argument that things “changing for 

the better back home” as a reason for returning.  What examples did they use? 
 
 5. Which one of the stories particularly struck you as memorable? 
 
 6. When people in places like Burdy’s Bend speak of family values, what sorts of values are 

they talking about? 
 
 7. Stack mentions how all of Miss Pearl’s child-keeping “paid off.”  What was she talking 

about? 
 
 8. Stack introduces the term “kinwork.”  What does she mean? 
 
 9. What is the downside of such “kinwork?” 
 
10. Describe Stack’s “research construct” reported on in the chapter “Clyde’s Dilemma.”  

How useful was it for her?  How did it help you understand the situation being discussed? 
 
11. In several places in the book the people Stack spoke with expressed anxiety about raising 

their children in northern cities.  Why? 
 
12. What was the white reaction to the attempt to get Holding Hands going? 
 
13. Isabella discovered that local officials preferred not to provide the poor people of the 

county with such services as day care, even if the services could be provided without 
spending a penny of local money.  Why? 

 
14. What are some of the ironies spelled out by Stack when talking about this kind of reverse 

migration? 
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15. Donald Hardy was interested in bringing more industry to the region.  Why did the 
Eastern Carolina Regional Development Council turn him down? 

 
16. Mrs. Jones, on pp 176-177, is of the opinion that the county “has just died.”  Why? 
 
17. What happened with Vernon Bradley’s bid for re-election as a member of the Chestnut 

County School Board? 
 
18. Stack mentions the Underground Railway, ending in Philadelphia.  What is she referring 

to? 
 
19. Stack says that “the one place we don’t go is home again.”  Discuss.  Is this true for you 

and your family, your culture? 
 
20. What do you think of Stack’s writing style?  Compare it to Wolf’s.  Contrast it with the 

typical article in Skolnick—what are the advantages and disadvantages of Stack’s 
approach? 
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May 11, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read:  Pardo: Mexican American Women Grassroots Community Activists: “Mothers of 

East Los Angeles.”  Hutter 72-82 
  Toro-Morn: Gender, Class, Family, and Migration: Puerto Rican Women in 

Chicago.  Hutter 199-211. 
  Coontz: How Ignoring Historical and Societal Change Puts Kids at Risk. 141-156 
  Coontz: Working with What We’ve Got: The Strengths and Vulnerabilities of 

Today’s Families. 157-177 
 
 1. Compare the women’s activism described in Pardo to what we’ve read in Stack. 
 
 2. Describe how “religion, commonly viewed as a conservative force, is intertwined with 

politics in MELA activities. 
 
 3. Describe the gendered nature of the activism in MELA. 
 
 4. What is “chicana” about MELA? 
 
 5. How does the migration described by Toro-Morn differ from the “typical” migration 

pattern? 
 
 6. Describe what you know about “export-led manufacturing zones in the Caribbean, 

Mexico, and Asia” and their implications for female labor migration. 
 
 7. Some of the women Toro-Morn describes are middle class.  Discuss the differences 

between working-class migrants and middle-class ones. 
 
 8. Discuss how Puerto Rican cultural expectations about gender roles have influenced these 

migrant women’s lives. 
 
 9. Describe how the abolition of child labor affected family life at the beginning of the 20th 

century (Coontz, p. 141). 
 
10. Describe all the ways government established policies and institutions during the 19th 

century that had an impact on families. 
 
11. Should schools be financed by the federal government, as happens in Europe?  Why or 

why not? 
 
12. What is the difference between government spending on employment and training 

programs in 1980 and now (adjusting for inflation)? 
 
13. Describe the correlations between unemployed status and risk of violent behavior. 
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14. Describe the correlations between one-parent families, two-parent families, poverty, and 
child abuse. 

 
15. What percentage of adult sons of gay fathers are themselves gay?  Daughters of lesbian 

mothers compared to heterosexual mothers? 
 
16. Describe the experiment that showed teachers consistently rating a child’s behavior more 

negatively when told he or she came from a single-parent family. 
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May 13, 2004 
Study Questions 

 
Read:  Bengtson: Beyond the Nuclear Family: The Increasing Importance of 

Multigenerational Bonds.  Skolnick 457-478 
  Hutter: Intimate Strangers: The Elderly and Homecare Worker Relationships.  

Hutter 290-300 
 
 1. Describe Bengtson’s argument regarding the increasing importance of multigenerational 

family bonds.  Critique it. 
 
 2. Give four examples from our reading that illustrate multigenerational family bonds. 
 
 3. How did urbanization, increased individualism and secularism, and the emancipation 

women transform the family, according to Burgess? 
 
 4. What two family functions can only be performed by the nuclear family, according to 

sociologist David Popenoe? 
 
 5. Do you define “family” as a coresident household, primarily represented by the nuclear 

family?  Why or why not? 
 
 6. Bengtson speaks of the “postmodern family condition.”  Discuss.   
 
 7. What are the reasons some Americans are discovering that multigenerational bonds are 

becoming more important to them than nuclear family ties? 
 
 .8. We can speak of a shortage of kin and an expanding of kin in the future.  Discuss. 
 
 9. What do you think: that families are losing most of their social functions along with their 

diminished structures because of high divorce rates and a growing absence of fathers 
(Popenoe), or what’s happening is that families are becoming more diverse in structure 
and form? 

 
10. What is the “sandwich generation?” 
 
11. List all of the reasons why the increasing number of adult children caring for their parents 

presents problems. 
 
12. What percentage of home care is provided by “intimate strangers” (paid caregivers)? 
 
13. The best paid home caregivers do “emotion work.”  What is it? 
 
14. What changes need to be made to improve the way frail elderly people are taken care of 

in this society? 
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HOW TO READ PROFITABLY 
 
These guidelines will help you get the most from your reading assignments 

 
Why do you think this particular selection was chosen?  What is its place in the overall structure of 
the topic? 
 
What is the author’s argument?  Summarize it succinctly, in no more than 100 words, or a formula, 
or a metaphor. 
 
Against whom is the author arguing, and why? 
 
How does the author build his/her argument? 
 
 What are the basic premises? 
 
 Does the argument build logically?  Can you outline it? 
 
 What kinds of evidence does the author use? 
 
When the author writes about “family,” what does s/he mean? 
 
Does the author consider social or political change and, if so, what does s/he mean by it? 
 
Which individuals or groups does the author focus on?  Why? 
 
Identify one passage which you feel is particularly provocative or illuminating.  Be prepared to 
justify and comment upon it. 
 
Identify one passage which is obscure or difficult to understand, and indicate what it is that seems 
problematic. 
 
Make a comparison, either specific or general, between the selection you are reading at the time and 
one other selection of the same topic. 
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21A230; SP 456:  THE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FAMILY 
FIRST WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 

 
 
Write an autobiographical account dealing with one, two, or three issues addressed in this course 
as they pertain to your own family.  Your discussion should have some personal elements (e.g., 
how did you feel at 14 years of age when your mother gave birth to another child?) and some 
analytical elements. 
 
Even though you aren’t an expert on American families, you are an expert about your own 
family, and so, in anthropological terms, you can be both an informant providing information 
and an anthropologist who analyzes it.  First provide information about your family, and then put 
on your anthropologist hat and analyze this information.  Presumably you have already thought 
about your own family and how it compares to other families.  Try to do this more systematically 
in the assignment.  For example, how did the divorce in your family resemble or differ from your 
understanding of divorce patterns in general?  You may not, in fact, be correct in some of your 
assumptions about families, but this is fine.  Your assumptions are “data,” nonetheless, and what 
you say is an accurate representation of your knowledge.  If you want to do some library 
research on the topic you choose, fine, but this is entirely optional. 
 
Do not give a summary of your childhood experiences or simply list the changes in your family’s 
developments, but present a solid and well-thought-out discussion of one, two, or three issues 
that are important to you.  If you want to discuss something painful or very personal, be assured 
we keep the content of these papers in strictest confidence. 
 
You need not write about negative issues, by the way. 
 
For international students: you may do this assignment by situating your family in the context of 
your own society and culture, or comparing your family to what you understand to be American 
patterns. 
 
As already mentioned in class: these papers will not be discussed, in class nor anywhere else.  
Only your recitation instructor will read your paper. 
 
 
7 or more typewritten pages 
 
 
Handed out Feb. 19 
Due In Class March 9 
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Rules of Thumb for Paper-Writing1

 
State the main thesis of your paper at (or near) the beginning.  You can begin with “I will argue 
that…” 
 
Stay focused.  Your paper should first describe the data (the material, the information) you’re 
working with, and then analyze and assess it.  Conclusions should conclude the paper, so don’t 
introduce new material in them. 
 
Take the material you’re working with seriously.  You may disagree with it, but do not dismiss it 
out of hand. 
 
Avoid making vague and sweeping generalities, for example: “Mexican families are more close-
knit than families in the U.S.”  Vague generalizations add nothing.  Stick to the points you can 
convincingly make, which means points you can support with citations, data, references to 
authoritative sources (this can be you—your own experience—if you make it clear what your 
source is), and the like. 
 
Write clearly.  A piece of writing reads best when sentences vary in length, but if you feel 
insecure about your writing ability, use short sentences.  Avoid page-long paragraphs and be 
careful to signal transitions.  If a sentence goes on for more than 5 lines, find a way to divide it 
up; if a paragraph goes on for more than 20 lines, find a way to divide it up; if one section of the 
paper seems disconnected from the previous one, put in a sentence or two that links them.  Put 
things as simply as you can.  Write in the first person.  This is not a creative writing course, so 
avoid elaborate formulations, esoteric words, purple prose, neologisms (invented words) or 
inversions of the natural order of words in English sentences.  Your writing should draw readers’ 
attention to the ideas you’re trying to express, not to the words you have chosen to accomplish 
this. 
 
Include some stylistic variety.  For example, don’t start every sentence with the subject.  Avoid 
passive constructions.  Doesn’t “Joe carried the bucket” sound better than “the bucket was carried 
by Joe”?  Limit your sentences that start with “It is” and “There is.”  If you begin a sentence with 
“This,” make sure that what “this” refers to is crystal clear. 
 
Avoid overly long quotations.  Paraphrasing is a good skill to cultivate, just be sure to correctly 
reference the speaker or writer you’re paraphrasing. 
 
When you finish writing, read your paper out loud, preferably to a friend.  If it doesn’t sound 
right, it won’t read right.  This technique helps a lot in catching mistakes.  If the structure of the 
paper isn’t clear, outline the paper, paragraph by paragraph, and 99% of the time you’ll see what 
the problem is. 
 
Do a spell check. 
 
Applying these rules of thumb will require that you spend some time editing your paper after one, 
or more than one, drafts.  But the additional time will be worth it.  Not only will the papers you 
hand in be better written, you will eventually start to edit as you write. 
 
                                                      
1 These suggestions derive from a similar document written by Professor Joshua Cohen for his course on 
“Justice.” 
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 2

Properly cite all the sources you use.  This means making sure the reader knows who is the author 
of the ideas you are presenting and where they can be found. 

Rules of Thumb for paper-writing 07/03/04 
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SECOND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 
 
Choose one or two comics (comic books or newspaper funnies) and analyze the images of the 
American family they contain.  (If you are unfamiliar with this genre, also known as cartoons, 
see us.) 
 
What can you conclude about the meaning of “family” from these images?  You will base your 
conclusions on your description, analysis, and interpretation of the data contained in the material 
you collect. 
 
Of course, some comics will provide more information than others.  Dennis the Menace is more 
about family than The Far Side.  It’s fine to use any kind of comics—you’ll just need more 
examples of some kinds of comics to get an adequate amount of data.  You may use comics that 
appear in strips or ones that use only one frame. 
 
A highly recommended approach is to examine the comics over time, as LaRossa et al. do.  For 
example, Blondie comics from 1930, 1950, 1970 and 1990 will provide a structure for your 
paper and greatly facilitate your analysis. 
 
These must be hard copy publications; no Web-based publications qualify.  However, if you 
choose to examine comics over time you may use Web-based archives of newspapers. 
 
International students: you can analyze images of the American family in comics, or obtain 
equivalent comics that contain images of families in newspaper and book-form from your own 
country.  See us if you have questions about this. 
 
Keep in mind that many comics are intended to be FUNNY (that’s why the newspaper section 
containing them is called “the funny papers”).  Don’t analyze them without taking this into 
account. 
 
In your analysis you may draw on your own intuitions and understanding of the American family 
to make sense of your data, but you must let the reader know when you’re doing this by saying 
something like “it is my impression..., “it’s been my experience.” 
 
Remember that you are an anthropologist, not a judge or policy-maker.  Your job is to analyze 
and interpret, not praise or blame. 
 
Remember: you are writing about images—about representations of the family, about the family 
as a symbol—rather than the actual American family.  Do not make unsupported assertions about 
the family as it really is (in fact, do not make unsupported assertions about anything!). 
 
Be sure you have enough data.  All sources you use must be cited, documented in a 
bibliography.  If you make photocopies, indicate the source. 
 
7+ typewritten pages.  An appendix with illustrations is fine, but this does not count in the 7+ 
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pages. 
 
See us if you have questions or problems well before due date! 
 
Handed Out: March 9 
Due:  April 1 
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21A230; SP 456J 
THIRD WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 

 
This assignment is an exercise to get you to think comprehensively about policy-making and 
families.  You are to construct a model of a much better, or perfect, family system for the U.S., 
to come about by the year 2007.  What, in your opinion, would the most optimal family system 
look like? 
 
The concept of “family system” refers to the system made up of present-day families, including 
the opinions held by the majority of citizens about families as they ought to be.  Of course none 
of us has full knowledge about every aspect of either actual families or what people think would 
be ideal families.  Don’t worry about the incompleteness of your knowledge, just begin your 
discussion of present-day families and Americans’ notions about ideal families by saying 
something like “the following is my impression of what the present-day family system in the 
U.S. looks like, and what the majority of Americans believe families ought to look like.” 
 
International students: don’t worry that you know less than native-born Americans; if you use the 
class readings you’ll do fine. 
 
The bulk of your paper will be an assessment of what needs to be changed in families 
currently—a critique of the present-day family system.  Because you’ll discuss the main faults, 
shortcomings, and defects of our current system (including what’s wrong with Americans’ 
notions of the ideal family), your critique will constitute the backdrop for your proposed model 
of a much better, if not perfect, family system. 
 
Your model of a better, or optimal family system should include descriptions of: 
 

1. The major structural changes required to bring about your much-improved or 
perfect family system. 

 
2. The important cultural changes required to ensure that a majority of people freely 

accept, value, and are willing to make sacrifices to maintain this utopian family 
system. 

 
3. A brief description of how these changes would be instituted—how they would 

come about.  In the schools?  In the mass media?  In the legislature?  Through the 
efforts of elected officials like the president?  In other institutions?  If you include 
legislation, remember that it can be state or municipal as well as federal. 

 
While you don’t have to cite sources when describing your much-improved/utopian family 
system (you may, though), you do need to cite sources during the part of your paper describing 
and critiquing the present-day family system. 
 
Don’t worry about the impossibility of bringing such changes to pass in 2 years.  The deadline is 
set at 2007 so you won’t spend too much time predicting what the country will be like. 
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 2

Your model needs to be internally consistent and logical.  The changes you make must be 
consistent with the information you have acquired in this class about families in the U.S. at 
present.  That is, if you arrange for all mothers (or fathers) to be at home taking care of their 
children up to age 14, then you must discuss the implications of this change regarding family 
income, husband-wife interaction, etc. 
 
Discuss the larger context.  Do not speak exclusively of individual nuclear families as if each one 
were an island in the ocean, unconnected to the larger society. 
 
It’s OK if your model seems unlikely to come about.  However, your model must be possible.  
For example, you cannot build in Martian day-care providers or solve problems by having the 
federal government award each family $100,000 per child. 
 
Your model does not have to be of the “one-size-fits-all” type.  However, if you include more 
than one model, you must describe each one comprehensively. 
 
You should provide some discussion of how your model accommodates families in different 
social classes, minimally the middle and working classes.  Extra points if you include the upper 
classes and the extremely poor (sometimes called the underclass, or the “truly disadvantaged”). 
 
7+ pp. 
 
Please cite at least six class readings in your exposition. 
 
Handed out: April 13 
 
Due in class: May 4 
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May, 2004 
 
 21A230; SP 456J: THE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FAMILY 
 

Study Questions for Exam 
 
 1. Relate the literature we have read on the African-American family to the “family values” 

debate.  Include Coontz, Stack, Gutman, Sudarkasa, plus two of the following: Collins, 
Edin, Kaplan, Rubin, Taylor, Luker, and Newman. 

 
 2. What are the major functions of the family in American society at present?  Which of 

these were filled in the past by other institutions, and which can be provided only by the 
family?  Discuss six articles or books, including Skolnick (“life course”) and Coontz. 

 
 3. Compare and contrast middle-class and working-class families.  Discuss work, priorities, 

values, expectations.  You must discuss Coontz, Rubin, Newman, Hayes, and Fuchs 
Epstein et al. 

 
 4. Discuss the literature we have read on dual-provider families.  What changes in society 

led to the increase in numbers of mothers with young children working outside the home? 
 What impact has this shift had on childrearing?  Include Hayes, Hochschild, Gerson and 
Jacobs, Coontz, and two of the following: Cowan and Cowan, Hertz, Galinsky, Fuchs 
Epstein et al., Coltrane and Adams. 

 
 5. Define the word “family.”  Using six readings, discuss why you would include or exclude 

within your definition: single-parent families, communes, group marriage, voluntarily 
childless marriages, homosexual marriage, cohabiting couples, and single people living 
alone (including the elderly).  How does your definition reflect your attitudes toward the 
status of the American family at present? 

 
 6. What, in your opinion, are the most serious stresses on the nuclear family of the late 20th 

century?  Discuss six readings relevant to your argument. 
 
 7. What are the main demographic changes (family size, age at marriage, family structure, 

fertility rates, mortality rates, and so on) that have taken place in the family in the last 
300 years?  What do these changes say about the future of the American family?  You 
must discuss Skolnick and Skolnick (Introduction), Giddens, Hareven, Morgan, 
Hernandez, and Coontz .  Gold stars if you discuss Cott, Welter, and Hutter (“Immigrant 
Families”). 

 
 8. Benkov and Dalton and Bielby discuss gay families.  How do they differ from 

heterosexual nuclear families?  Resemble them?  Why do you think the issue of gay 
marriage is so controversial and polarizing? 

 
 9. Compare divorce in the past with divorce in the present, making sure to include Cott and 
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Coontz in your discussion.  What are the main advantages to divorce laws today, and 
what are the problems remaining—for men, women, children, society?  You must discuss 
Lawson and Thompson, Arendell, and Cherlin.  Additional authors include Amato, 
Hackstaff, and Mason et al. 

 
10. Marrying for love is only one of several possible criteria for marriage.  Discuss some of 

these other criteria and their justifications, including those used by the rural Taiwanese 
peasants portrayed by Wolf and the South Asians discussed by Lessinger.  You may 
include “Asian Heart” if you remember it well enough.  Gold stars if you include Kamen. 

 
11. How has the division of labor changed within families over the last 3 centuries?  How 

does the division of labor differ with respect to social class today?  Discuss Morgan, 
Demos, Coontz, Hareven, and Skolnick and Skolnick (Introduction).  Other authors 
include Giddens and Skolnick (“Life Course”). 

 
12. Discuss the impact of the Industrial Revolution on the American family.  Include 

Hareven, Demos, Welter, Hutter, and Coontz. 
 
13. Has it become too easy to get a divorce?  Does its availability encourage people to avoid 

trying to solve their marital problems?  Document your discussion with references, 
especially to no-fault divorce, including Coontz, Sanchez et al., Furstenberg, Cherlin, and 
Hackstaff. 

 
14. Some writers have suggested that the nuclear family has been given more responsibility 

than it can handle.  Yet other theorists say that the nuclear family is falling apart because 
most of its functions have been stripped away.  Discuss both positions, using six specific 
examples from six or more readings. 

 
15. Discuss unwed mothers, using Coontz, Mannis, Schalet, Collins, Kaplan, Lucker, and 

Edin. 
 
16. Why, with birth control available, are there so many teen-age pregnancies?   What roles 

do the expectant mother and expectant father play?  Their parents?  Society?  Discuss the 
following authors: Schalet, Edin, Rubin, Coontz, Kaplan, and Newman. 

 
17. What are the dilemmas faced by a woman who has both a family and a career?  By a 

father whose wife has a career?  Discuss six of the following:  Coontz, Coltrane and 
Adams, Hochschild, Giele, Hays, Gerson and Jacobs, Cowan and Cowan, Hertz, 
Galinsky, and Fuchs Epstein et al. 

 
18. What have been the beneficial and the negative effects of the women’s movement on the 

family?  Discuss the effects on men/women, husbands/wives, and children in this regard. 
 You must include Coontz, and five of the following: Hochschild, Hernandez, Giele, 
Cowan and Cowan, Collins, Hays, Cancian, and Furstenberg. 
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19. To what extent should government be involved in the life of the family?  What services 

should it provide?  What role should it play in the lives of poor families with children 
under 18?  Include Coontz, Vanderstaay, Stack, and Newman. 

 
20. Discuss marital abuse within the family, relating it to ideologies about the male gender 

role, in particular male power and authority.  Discuss Goodrum et al., and Johnson and 
Ferraro. 

 
21. Why do people get married today?  How do these reasons differ from those of people 

who lived 150, 250 years ago?  Discuss Demos, Morgan, Cott, and Coontz, and choose 
two from the following: Giddens, Hernandez, Welter, Mannis, Kamen, Edin, Sanchez et 
al., and Jackson. 

 
22. What are the dangers of speaking of “the American family” as though it were a single 

type of entity?  Discuss variation by social class and ethnicity.  You must include 
Gutman, Stack, Edin, Zinn and Wells, and Rubin ; it’s nice to include Sudarkasa, Sherif, 
Pyke, Hernandez and Coontz. 

 
23. Discuss immigrant and first-generation families in the U.S. today and in the past, 

including six of the following: Pyke, Coontz, Toro-Morn, Hutter, Pardo, Rubin, Zinn & 
Wells. 

 
24. Discuss the current debate on “family values.”  Include Coontz, Giele, Hays, Hackstaff, 

and Collins. 
 
25. How have notions about masculinity and the male role changed in U.S. society?  Include 

ethnic differences in such notions in your discussion.  You must discuss Giddens, Demos, 
and Welter, and four of the following: Cancian, Coontz, Arendell, Coltrane & Adams, 
Cowan & Cowan, Lawson and Thompson. 

 
26. Discuss ethnicity and attitudes toward kinship in present-day U.S.  You must include 

Sherif, di Leonardo, Zinn and Wells, Pyke, Lessinger, Luker, Stack and Collins. 
 
26. Discuss the issue of child care in this country.  What are the controversies?  How does 

the U.S. compare to European countries?  You must discuss Coontz, Schwartz, Hertz, 
Hays, Epstein et al., and Galinsky. 

 
27. Compare “traditional family values” in today’s society to “traditional family values” in 

the Taiwanese village the Lims live in. 
 
28. Discuss the literature we have read on the stereotypes of African-American families and 

on the reality.  Include six of the following: Stack, Collins, Edin, Kaplan, Sudarkasa, 
Coontz, Luker, Taylor, and Gutman. 
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29. Discuss the literature we have read on changing notions about sexuality over time.  You 

must include Morgan, Welter, Clark, Kaplan, Cancian, and Coontz. 
 
30. Discuss the interaction between changes in the economy and in gender roles during the 

past 50 years.  Include five of the following: Arendell, Jackson, Coltrane & Adams, 
Cancian, Hertz, Fuchs Epstein et al., Hochschild, Arditti. 

 
31. What is family structure?  Discuss different family structures, comparing them with one 

another with respect to function and adaptability.  You should include in your discussion 
the structure of the U.S. colonial family, the U.S. family structure after the Industrial 
Revolution, the post-industrial U.S. family of the late 20th century, and the peasant 
Taiwanese family of the 1960s. 

 
32. How have values shifted in this country with respect to child-rearing?  Include in your 

discussion six of the following: Coontz, Hays, Giele, Gerson, Coltrane and Adams, 
Cowan & Cowan, Hertz, Cherlin, Galinsky, Hochschild, Gerson and Jacobs, and Amato. 

 
33. American families at every socio-economic level speak of wanting to provide their 

children with enough autonomy; and that this is a shift from earlier times when much 
more emphasis was placed on discipline and obedience.  Why do you think such a shift in 
child-rearing goals has taken place?  What other evidence is available demonstrating the 
high value presently being placed on autonomy?  You must discuss Giele, Cowan & 
Cowan, Cancian, and Coontz. 

 
34. Discuss the new economy and its impact on U.S. family.  You must include Coontz, 

Rubin, Collins, Newman, and Vanderstaay. 
 
35. How has motherhood changed in the past 300 years—a mother’s functions (duties, 

obligations), the ideal mother, the representation of mother in the culture?  How have 
actual mothers resembled this ideal?  Differed from it?  You must include Welter, 
Coontz, and four other authors. 
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